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MOST HOLY FATHER,

As a devoted and afFe£lionate fon of the auguft Mother of God, I

have fought to blend in this Life the graces of art, with thofe of ftyle, to

render my work as eitimable as poffible, and render it a more agreeable

tribute to the Virgin herfelf.

Defiring to dedicate this work to an eminent perfonage, I felt bound

to offer it, in preference, to one who combined the greateft gifts of mind

to the fublime dignity of rank, and inferior to none in his love for the

auguft Queen of Angels. My mind immediately rofe to your Holinels,

who, combining in your pcrfon, the twofold majcfty of Head of the

Church, and temporal Prince, are entitled to my homage as a Chriftian

and a fubjeft. Nor was it a trifling honor for me to offer this work to a

Sovereign, who was scarcely railed to the throne, before he became the

love of nations, the joy of hearts, the delight of the people, and foon

obtained a glory which the moft beloved princes acquire only after long

 



 

 

reigns, fo that future generations, if they fee the prefent age only in your

Holinefs, will envy our day its happinefs.

If fuch confiderations impelled me to offer your Holinefs this book,

one more encouraged me ; it was your admirable devotion to Our Lady.

In fact, your Holinefs always ardently propagated devotion to Marv,

as well in the outfet of your prieftly career, in the exercife of the holy

miniftry, as in the diftant regions of America, or in the Epifcopal See of

Spoleto and Imola, or, finally, in the chair of St. Peter, that mistrefs of

the truth, which the Divine Son of Mary taught the world.

Deign then, Holy Father, to accept kindly this volume, which I have

been permitted to dedicate to you ; caft a favorable look on thefe pages,

which describe the angelic virtues, and mortal pilgrimage of the Immacu

late Mother of God.

If all the qualities of art and ftyle, which I would defire, are not

found in this volume, owing cither to the greatnefs of the fubject, or that

of the name which I infcribc at the head of my work, do not attribute

it to my negligence, but to the difficulty of the work, and with the mag

nanimity so peculiar to your Holinefs, deign to favor my well-meaning

efforts.

Rendering my thanks to your Holinefs, I beg the Blefled Virgin to

give you a long and profperous reign, and proftrate at your facrcd feet,

which I pioufly kifs, I beg for myfelf and my family the apoftolic bleffing.

Your Holinefs's

Moft humble, moft devoted, and moft obedient

Subject and fcrvant,

ROMUALD GENTILUCCI.

ROME, March 25, 1848.

 



 

PREFACE

.

N undertaking to write a life of the

august Queen of heaven, again and

again has my heart beat with such

deep emotion, that I felt tempted to

forego the task. While the piety for

our august Lady which fills my heart,

encouraged me to pay her this tribute of respect and love,

I could not but recoil when I thought how many a sublime

genius from the primitive ages of the Church, has devoted

his pen to praise and bless the pure, immaculate Virgin,

more ardent than the seraphim ; that Virgin who is the

glory of the prophets, the honor of martyrs, the crown of

virgins, the fairest and holiest of all creatures ; that Vir-

Citor



 

Lxl

gin in whose womb the only son of God chose to assume our

mortal flesh, and who is therefore called the Mother of God.

My diffidence increased when I called to mind that a

St. Anselm, a St. Augustine, a St. Jerome, all of admirable

sanctity and the rarest gifts of genius, never spoke of Mary

but with the greatest awe, and after avowing themselves

unequal to so great an undertaking ; and that a St. Bernard,

with all his devotion to the Blessed Virgin, assures us, that

whenever he essayed to express his love for Mary, he felt

himself overcome by a holy awe ; for we may truly say that a

writer then endeavors to explain what the heart of man

cannot conceive. And really, why should not my good will

find obstacles, and discouragement at the sight of that

immense sea, whose shores man is not permitted to salute,

even from afar ? Am I not, too, absolutely certain that I can

add nothing new to what so many eminently learned and holy

writers have penned, in countless works, in praise of that fair

Judith, that glory of the heavenly and of the earthly Jerusa

lem, that honor of her people ? These were surely reasons

to discourage a greater writer than myself ; what shall I say

than of my own weakness, and my daily occupations, which

for years back have left me so little time to devote to sacred

literature and science ? Still men of judgment and taste

excited my courage ) they reminded me, with the Fathers,

that we should not refrain from praising Mary, on the ground

that we cannot do it worthily, since none is worthy, and that

moreover it is incumbent on every good son, however inferior

his talents may be, to praise his loved mother, lest his silence

be assumed as a proof of his ingratitude. These considerations 



 

had a great influence with me ; and I also remembered—and

the recollection dissipated all my fears—that the Divine

master eulogized the widow's mite, cast into the treasury of

the temple, because the genejous woman offered all she had,

without making her poverty a pretext for offering nothing.

I accordingly undertook the task, attempting only to gather

and condense what the Holy Fathers and Doctors have, during

eighteen centuries and more, said to the glory of the Blessed

Virgin.

I was also sustained and encouraged by the incaleulable

protection which the Sovereign Pontiff Pius IX. deigned to

bestow on my work, even permitting it to be adorned with

his august name. The words of veneration and love for the

Divine Mother which he uttered on that occasion, deter

mined me to overcome every obstacle, and bear this humble

offering to Mary's altar.

Having thus given the reader my reasons for under

taking the work, I wish to declare here that I state noth

ing that is not based on the soundest authority, both be

cause the present age demands it, and because he who speaks

of Mary has so much to say, that he need not resort to

suspected sources, but may drink in plentifully from the

purest fountains. All that I say of the Blessed Virgin

Immaculate is taken from Holy Scripture, the Fathers and

Doctors of the church, or the most renowned lives of the

Blessed Virgin. Among these latter, that published by

Dom. John Chrysostom Trombelli, Abbot General of the

order of the most Holy Saviour, deserves especial mention ;

of this treasure (for so I may call his Latin dissertations) I

 



10 PREFACE.

have made constant use, selecting and abridging what snited

my plan. If in any chapter I have dwelt more on some

particular incident, analogous to my subject, it was to avoid

the monotony into which such a work is apt to glide, and

also to excite in the hearts of the faithful, devotion to the

Queen of heaven.

This life is divided into four parts ; the first comprises

the history of Mary, from the moment when she was promised

to the earth, after Adam's sin, till the vow of perpetnal

virginity which she made in the temple. The second, from

her departure from the temple to the death of Joseph, her

chaste spouse. The third contains the return of Mary to

Jerusalem, after the death of her Divine Son. In the last I

treat of the remainder of her life, of her blessed death, of

her assumption into heaven, of her glory, her virtues, the

devotion to her, and of all that can tend to the consolation

of the faithful, and the honor, of our august Queen.

Although nothing is more easily acqnired than erudition,

and nothing usnally is more repulsive at first to a reader, I

have deemed it best not to discard it altogether in these

pages ; hence I have added notes, wherever I deemed them

proper, to satisfy curiosity and save the reader from laborious

research. I have also taken care to note the passages of

Scripture, the Fathers, Doctors, and Saints, on which my

statements are based.

Reader, receive this work kindly ; in it I have devoted

all my care to honor the Blessed Virgin, onr Mother and

Queen.

My work, I confess, is poor from my want of talent, not

 



PREFACE. 11

from want of affection ; I am consoled by the thought that it

suffices to present Mary as a model worthy of admiration, if

the reader has a firm will of following her in the exercise of

the virtues which she practised in the most sublime degree.

Dear reader, rest assured that this powerful Queen, on seeing

the honor you pay her here, will ever lavish her graces on

you in life, her assistance and blessings at the hour of death,

and will secure you a seat beside her in heaven, to be eter

nally happy in the untold vision of God, which I sincerely

wish you.
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LIFE

MOST BLESSED VIRGIN.

BOOK FIEST.

OF THE VIRGIN MARY FROM THE MOMENT WHEN GOD PROMISED RER TO

THE EARTH, AFTER ADAM'S SIN, TILL THE VOW OF PKRPETCAL

VIRGINITY WHICH SHE PRONOUNCED IN THE TEMPLE.

CHAPTER I.

MARY PROMISED TO THE EARTH FROM THE BEGINNING OF THE WORLD.

F himself, and in himself, God, from all eternity,

was perfectly happy. Possessed of all the attri

butes of the divinity, without any limit, it was

his pleasure to display first in all its splendor

his omnipotence, his almighty power. He gave being to

what was not, and by the sole force of his sovereign
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word, existence to all that is on earth and in heaven.

And after accomplishing in five days, the wonderful work

of creating all these material things, he regarded them

with his. penetrating glance, and found them good.0 Then

resolving to create man, and make him lord of all beings, he

kneaded him with his Divine hands from clay ; and when he

had formed him, he breathed into him an immortal soul, and

called him into life. f But the Almighty saw that man,

whom he had created to his image and likeness,}: was alone,

which surely was not good ; he therefore cast him into a deep

sleep, and while he slept, took from him one of his ribs, of

which he formed woman. On seeing her beside him at his

waking, man acknowledged her as bone of his bone and flesh

of his flesh. The name of Adam was given to the man, and

that of Eve to the woman. §

* This approbation which God gave his works, was, in fact, his blessing.

t The breath of God, or the sonl which he united to the body of man, was the

principle of sentiment, reason, and life. The union of these two dissimilar sub

stances, one material, the other spiritnal, is one of the greatest wonders in nature.

Man may feel, but cannot comprehend it.

f God created the world for man, and man for himself. He endowed him

with sentiment and reason, to enable him to soar towards his Creator, admire his

works, and render him thanks. He created him to his image and likeness, by

giving him an incorporeal soul, immortal, endowed with will, understanding, and

freedom, capable of wisdom, virtue, and grace, and destined to beatitude, that

is, to see and possess God ; in a word, man is the image of God, in that sense, that

he has received from Him the attributes of an intelligent creature. This image,

this likeness, is so inherent in man's nature, that he cannot lose it withont losing

his very nature. It may be obscured and tarnished by sin, bnt cannot be effaced or

destroyed. (ST. AUGUSTINE, Retract. Lib. II. cap. 24.) Man's body even has some

thing grand and extraordinary. His face is made to look up to the heaveus, while

other animals are bowed to earth. He has two hands, the prime instrnments of

his reason and liberty. In his countenance, in his eyes especially, shines forth a

reflex of the sonl, and in some sort of the divinity.

§ Adam, the name which God gave the first man, signifies forth. Ere, the name

of the woman, means life. In the Vulgate the Hebrew names have been preserved.

They have lost their common signification, and have come to us only as proper n umes.

ItT?

X
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Adam, the noblest and fairest creature issuing from the

hands of God, for he alone was God's image, and received

existence directly from him, was placed in Eden, * a delicious

garden, where he enjoyed the felicity of paradise.—God, his

Creator, had expressly threatened him with death if he tasted

the fruit of a tree in the midst of the terrestrial paradise,

known as the tree of the knowledge of good and evil. By

this formal command to Adam not to touch the fruit of this

one tree, while he might use the fruits of all the others for

the nourishment of his body, f God, who had given man free

will, wished to inculeate on him his supreme authority, by ex

acting on his part a blind obedience, and at the same time to

L-*—'

i

* Eden, among the Arabs mid Hebrews, is the name of the earthly paradise,

and of tbe paradise of the elect. In Hebrew, it means place of deliyht ; in Arabic,

a place suitable for herds to yraze. The Jews, according to St. Jerome, believed

that Eden had been ereated before the earth, because the saered text says that

God planted it in the beyinniny ; but the Holy Fathers, and both ancient and

modern commentators, think that it was formed on the third day. Some, and but

a few, hold that it was immediately after the ereation of the first man. In fact,

Moses tells us that God planted it for man's abode. It is very difficult to deter

mine in what part of the world the Garden of Eden was, for commentators and

interpreters alike agree that it wa* destroyed by the deluge.

t Two trees are mentioned in Genesis : the tree of life, and the tree of the knowl

edge of good and evil. Adam was at liberty to eat the fruit of the former, which

would have preserved his life, and preserved him from denth for ever. It seems,

however, that the first man never partook of it, either because his stay in Eden

was short, as some authors say ; or that having been ereated adult, he did not at

once feel the want of nourishment ; the reason of the belief is, that if he had

eaten the fruit, his life would have been longer than that of any other man, while

in fact he lived for a shorter period than Methuselah, Jared and Noe.

Yet physical reason would require a repeated use of the fruit to produce its

salutary effects in man, inasmuch as he possessed ouly finite and limited powers.

As to the fruit of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil, it does not follow

that it was injurious, because God forbid Adam to use it. The Creator simply

wished to require of man a tribute of subjection, or obedience to his orders, of

what kind soever, and to make him conscious that he was not the master, bnt

simply the tenant of the abundant good things around him.
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terrify him by the chastisement which he would infallibly

incur, if he transgressed the Divine command.

Adam was the only source of the human race, chosen to

rcpeople the heavenly abodes, left unoccupied by the fall of

the proud spirits who had been so justly expelled for presum

ing to think themselves, or attempting to render themselves,

eqnal to God. He was the first human being endowed with

reason, endowed by the Creator himself, with the most

eminent gifts of nature and grace. God had constituted him

the moral head of the human race, of which he was to be

the father. On his will, which contained in germ, the wills

of all his descendants, depended, either their common felicity,

if he maintained the state of innocence in which God had

created him, or eternal damnation, if he disobeyed the orders

of the Almighty.

Unfortunately, he yielded to the allurements of Eve, who

had been seduced by the wiles and crafty promises of the

serpent, envious of the great happiness which man enjoyed.0

Adam imprudently stretehed ont his hand to receive the

fatal frnit which his companion offered him, and eat it.

Hence that terrible fall, which hurled the whole human race,

with its head, from the summit of happiness,f to the depths

* The name of Nasauch, which signifies serpent, has not been preserved in the

Vulgate, where it is translated by its eqnivalent, serpent. This word is taken not

only as a proper name given to the devil, but ns that of the animal, of which he

assumed the form to seduce the woman. See the reasons assigned by St. Thomas

for the name of serpent given to the devil in Isaiah xxvii). See too the beautiful

observations of Rusmini in his Cateciimo iisposto secando If idee, as to the meaning

of the words, Adam, Eve, Serpent.

t St. Augustine thus describes man's happiness in a state of innocence. " Man

lived in paradise according to his will, because he willed only what God had or

dained. He lived in the enjoyment of God whose goodness he had ; he lived with

out wants, and might always have lived so. He had food, so as not to suffer

hunger; he had the tree of life to save him from old age. No corporeal infirmity

conld dull his senses ; he feared neither sickness within, nor injury from without.
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of unutterable woes. It lost its sovereignty to be buried in

shameful slavery ; after having till then been the object of the

love and gooduess of its Divine Creator, it became the

object of bis just wrath, and as it had become odious to Him

by its rebellion, it was condemned to hell. And the first

man having introduced sin into the world and by sin death,

death became the sad heritage of humanity, all men having

siuned in Adam. And as Adam's sin vitiated his whole

race, and subjected it to death and eternal damnation, the

posterity—which by carnal concupiscence, itself a punishment

of sin, were to spring from him and his unhappy wife, the

cause of his disobedience—ihould enter the world with the

ghastly brand of original sin, which inevitably leads to

eternal punishment.

And this fearful ruin was without a remedy ; the gen

eration of Adam was like a rock, which, loosened from the top

of a high mountain, rolls to the depths of a valley, and lies

motionless there. Age follows age ; and of himself he

cannot climb to the crest of the mountain to bask in the rays

of the sun.* Thus the children of the first man possessed in

Perfectly healthy in body, absolntely tranquil in soul. And as in Paradise there

was neither heat nor cold, so he who dwelt there was exempt from fear and cu

pidity. He was a stranger alike to saduess and vain joy. God replenished him

with trie and abiding joy, and he raised to his Creator the affectionate outpour

ings of a pure heart, a good conscience, and a sincere faith. As mind and body

watehed in concert, he observed the divine commandments withont difficulty, and

suffered neither listlessuess nor fatigue. If sleep descended on him, it was a volun

tary slumber."

* Manzoni has most beautifully employed this comparison in his beautiful od«

on the Nativity.

As where from 5ome tall mountain's erest

The rock betrayed by suow's iushlious wile,

Roars down tbe eraggy slde amain

And clogs tbe darksome vale, a hideous pile.

In vain tbe agus circle past,

For ne'er the sun's warm rays that gild

1
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themselves no means of recovery. Neither Adam, noi any

of his race, born of his loins in the natural order, could be

adeqnate to offer to the Divine Majesty a satisfaction propor

tioned to the crime committed. In fact, due satisfaction

supposes eqnality between the offender and the offended, the

gravity of the fault increasing with the distance which

sunders them. Who then does not see that man, completely

limited in his nature and acts, cannot offer God, the essen

tially infinite one, more than a reparation infinitely inferior

to his gnilt, which measured by the distance that divides the

creature from his Creator is infinite ?

God might doubtless raise man from his fallen state by

means unknown to us ; he might, by virtue of his sovereign

clemency, remit man's fault or be satisfied with such limited

reparation as the gnilty one was able to give. But divine

justice cried aloud and exacted a rigorous satisfaction, and

this satisfaction, as the Holy Fathers, and especially St.

Thomas,0 teach, could be given only by a divine, person, who,

blending the human and divine natures, becoming man

without ceasing to be true God, should pay as man, what

man owed God, and give, as God, an infinite value to the

expiation which man offered God. Otherwise sin would have

remained unexpiated to all eternity. Never would Adam

and his race have escaped the miseries which attend and

The summif, shall Its e\ile reach.

Ko kindly hand Its helplessuess has fllled.

So lay the heir of Admn's race,

That day God's just decree to woe consigned,

His hanghty brow now hent in sh.\me,

Heaven's glories all by sin and pride resigned.

Of thonsands by that curse attaint,

Who to the dweller in light's unseen way

Can " pardon " cry ? The covenant

Restore, or wrest from hell Its prey.

* 3 p. q., 1. a. 2, ad. 2—iu 4 distinct, r.. 5, qusest. 2.
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embitter this life, except to plunge for ever into the abyss of

heH.

But that God, who according to the word of the prophet,0

forgets not his mercy, even in the midst of his wrath, was

moved with pity at the sight of such woe. And in order to

lower the pride of the devil and the affliction of humanity,

he vouehsafed to console fallen, sinful man by the promise of

a remedy for his misery. He announced to man a Sovereign

Redeemer, who, by the union of two opposite natures, by

suffering as man, and as God giving an infinite merit to the

act of satisfaction, should rend the chains, in which man and

his future offspring for ever groaned, wretehed slaves of Luci-

fer.f

This promise was made when God, in displaying his

justice against prevaricating man and inflicting upon him

the punishment which he had deserved, turned to the

* Pa xliv. 8. Ixxxviii. 3-t, &c.

t How worthy of consideration is this clemency of the Almighty, who at the

Yery moment when he displays his justice against sinful man, consoles him and

bis race, the heirs of his sin, by the promise of redemption. Theologians differ in

opinion as to the mode in which this transmission of sin is effected. We shall

only cite the three most probable opinions. According to the first, agreeable to the

doctrine of St. Augustine, original sin is transmitted to men by generation or the

union of the sonl with a vitiated body, just as resemblance in features or disease is

communicated by a father to his children. According to the second opinion, God

made Adam the moral head of the human family, so that the will of all his descend

ants was comprised in his, and that their lot was to be happy or unhappy according

to his conduct. The third opinion is that advanced by thoso anthors who think that

Adam, by his prevarication, having lost for himself and his posterity, the sanctity

andjustice which he had received from God, deserved for himself and them death

and all corporal pains. It would be very difficult to give a sure and satisfactory

explanation of this mystery, and it is far better to believe it blindly than to make

it the subject of our disputes. " What doth it avail thee," says the anthor of the

Following of Christ, "to disconrse profoundly of the Trinity, if thon be void of

hmmilitv, and cousequently displeasing to the Trinity ? In trnth, sublime words

r3"\ke not a man holy and just: bnt a virtuous life makcth him dear to God. I

hud rather feel compunction than know its definition."
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serpent, that is to the devil, who had taken the form of the

serpent to seduce Eve to prevarication, and said : " Because

thou hast done this thing, thou art cursed among all cattle

and beasts of the earth. I will put enmities between thee

and the woman, and thy seed and her seed ; she shall crush

thy head, and thou shalt lie in wait for her heel." * Which

means : " By a woman, thou hast attempted to corrupt my

creature, deform my image, ruin the human race, by making

man imitate thy disobedience, in order to make him share

thy eternal punishment, and thou hast succeeded in thy

criminal design ; but thou shalt soon undergo an ignominious

punishment, nor shalt thou long enjoy the success of thy

craft. I shall raise up a woman to crush thy pride. I shall

establish eternal enmity between thee and her, thy race and

hers, and if thou hast overcome a weak woman, thou shalt

be overcome by a strong woman who will trample thee under

foot, crush thy head, and repair all the ravages thou hast

committed in the world."

By this great and incontestable promise, God manifestly

prophesied the ineffable mystery of the Redemption, by

announcing to men a Saviour to be of woman born. She by

becoming his mother, was to afford in him and by him, the

reparation of the immense calamity which bowed down all

the sons of Adam ; for it was written in the decrees of

heaven that a woman's hand should restore what a woman's

hand had destroyed.

But who was the woman thus announced by the Al

mighty in his oracle ? Evidently Mary, already blessed,

* Genesis ill 14, 15. The Hebrew text and the Septuagint have " it shall

erush," referring the promise not to Eve, but to her seed. The manuscripts and

the Holy Fathers agree with the Vulgate. The sense is the same, however, in

both, as the Blessed Virgin has truly crashed the serpent's head by the merits of

Jesus Christ, her son.

>':' !
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Mary, already from all eternity the object of his affection.

The Blessed Virgin is certainly the woman announced by the

Lord to the earth. " And of what woman," says St. Ber

nard,* " did God speak to Adam, if not of Mary ? To

what other Mary did he reserve so great a triumph ? She it

was who crushed the serpent's head by aunihilating the suares

£1) which he spreads by the allurements of the flesh and the

pride of the spirit." Mary is then the promised woman,

whose foot was to crush his head, and whose heel he should

endeavor to bite, by surrounding her by ever new but ever

fruitless suares.

Thus by the promise of Mary and of the Saviour who

was to be born of her in the fuluess of time, God in his

mercy foretold to man the reparation of the evils, which had

been entailed by Adam's sin. Jesus Christ, according to the

expression of St. Paul,f was and ever will be the sole object

of man's hopes. By their faith in his coming, the just

obtained the salvation, which his birth and passion were to

secure them ; and by faith in Jesus slain for our sins and

risen for our justification, the elect obtained and will obtain

salvation. But if men must recognize in Jesus Christ the

principal and proximate cause of their redemption, of which

he superabundantly paid the price on the cross, they must at

the same time recognize in Mary, the secondary and remote

cause of that redemption, since she gave humanity to the

Eternal Word. In fact, as Jesus Christ is called, in the Holy

Scriptures,J the new Adam, come to repair the ravages caused

in man by the fall of the first Adam, so the Holy Fathers and

Doctors proclaim Mary the second Eve, or rather the true Eve,

* Hoaul II. «aper Jfissui <Ht.

f Epistle to the Romans, iii.

J 1 Corinthians, xv. 45.

Serm. in Domin. inf. Oct. AmunpHoaii B. 3f. V

BflGT
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the mother of the living, chosen by God to give the world that

Messias who has delivered man from the slavery of sin and

the devil, has reconciled them to God, and brought them

salvation and life everlasting. The Almighty himself, when

he promised man a remedy for the fatal consequences of the

sin, which a weak woman, seduced by the serpent, had

brought upon them, declared to the earth the shameful

overthrow of the serpent by means of another woman who

should crush his head. By thus contrasting the Immaculate

Virgin with frail Eve, God with his own lips inaugurated

Mary's praises ; and in a manner resumed all the graces, all

the prerogatives with which he had endowed her ; he mani

fested to men his tender love for her, and in advance proposed

her to their gratitude and love.

The Holy Fathers and the Doctors of the Church have

joyfully echoed this heavenly eulogy. They have glorified the

restoring Virgin, and almost all contrast the new Eve, with

the first Eve. Tertullian says of Adam's helpmate, that she

was the portal by which the devil entered the world, the first

creature that rebelled against the divine commands, the

instigator of sin and the cause of the fall of Adam, whom

the devil durst not tempt.* Ecclesiasticus had declared it

before Tertullian.f " But," says St. Augustine, " if woman

gave us death, another woman has restored us life. By Eve

death, by Mary salvation. The "former, seduced by the ser

pent, drank and gave to the first man the poisoned cup that

has transmitted to us the venom of sin and everlasting

death ; the latter, by becoming the mother of the Word

made man, prepared the salutary antidote which has saved

* Lib de Lie. Mul. c. t.

t " From the woman onme the beginning of sin, and by her we all die." Ecclus.

xxv. 33.
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us. Man fell by a woman, and by another woman has been

raised up again, for the Virgin bore Christ." * St. Epipha-

nius does not express himself differently : " Where sin

abounded, grace superabounds. From the fountain which

gave death, we have drawn life ; for he who by a woman,

that is by Mary, became our life, has destroyed the death

which another woman, Eve, had given us."f St. Irentens

is of the same opinion : " Eve by disobeying God brought

death on herself and the whole world. And as Eve allowed

the serpent to seduce her by crediting his words, and aban

doned God by transgressing his command, so Mary by be

lieving the word of the Angel commissioned to announce the

divine mystery to her, obeyed God, and became the protec

tress not only of Eve, but of all her children—the human

race subjected to death by Eve, having been delivered by

Mary. Thus the knot which had been formed by the disobe

dience of the first woman was loosed by the obedience of the

second ; what had been bound by incredulity, was loosened

by faith." J

St. Thomas, the Angelical Doctor, acknowledges that

Mary brought the blessings of heaven to earth by making

us children of grace and heirs of heaven. § St. Ildephonsus

honors her with the title of reconciliator of men, whom she

has delivered from the bondage of Satan and restored to the

peace of God. || St. Lawrence Justinian glorified God in

Mary, and bursts out into a thanksgiving to God for calling

her for his glory and our happiness to become the mother of

the Word, the repairer of the world, the light of the uni-

* Serm. 1i. n. 3. and Serm, cexxxiii. n. 2.

t Haeres. 78. n. 18.

J Lib. III. contr. haeres. ch. xxxiii.

§ Opusc. 8.

I Serm. I. de Assumption* B. M. V.

)\
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verse.* St. Bernardine of Sienna exclaims : " Blessed be

Mary, let all generations call her blessed, for she has repaired

the loss of the angels, reconciled men, and rescued from hell

those whom it had enslaved." f Endless would be our task

were we to cite all the enlogiums, all the expressions of

admiration, gratitude and love uttered to the Blessed Virgin

by the saints, the Holy Fathers, and the Doctors of the

Church. We shall merely in conclusion cite once more St.

Bernard, who says : " If Eve was a poisonous thorn, which

wounded us to death, Mary has been a rose, which has

wonderfully and with sovereign power cured us." J He

rejoices with Mary, and proclaims her the object of the praise

and blessings of all creatures, who acknowledge her as their

repairer, since in her, with her and by her, has the right

hand of the Most High restored what had been destroyed.

The divine oracle, which promised to the world the Viigin

who was to bear the Son of God, the regenerator of the

human race, fallen by sin, has been a constant tradition

preserved in its purity among the children of Adam, from the

deluge to the time when Moses committed it to writing in

the book of Genesis. This prophecy of the woman promised

by the Almighty to our first parents in Eden, the woman

who was one day to crush the serpent's head, has indubitably

been the source of the primitive ideas, which prevail in the

theogonies of the different nations of the world ; in all we

find, amid alterations produced by time, some trace of the

Virgin restorer, of the earthly paradise, the fatal sin or the

tree of life ; and from this the belief has been transmitted

among infidel nations to our day.§

" Quis Denm non honoret in Virgine, qui Virginem Dei voluit fieri genitricem ,

reparatricem sieculi, lumen mundi ?

t Srrm. If. ds B. M. a. 1. c. 1. t. III. I Serm. de B. Y. Serm. II. de Penlfc.

§ The Persians believe that the genius of evil, Ahriman, sednced our first ::j" 
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It is moreover certain that this prophecy was maintained

in all its truth and purity among the Hebrew nation. It

was the source of the vows, the hopes, the prayers and the

tears of all the patriarchs and all the just of the old law, who

awaited its fulfilment. This great event occurred more than

four thousand years after the creation of the world, and was

first aunounced by the birth of the woman whom God had

promised to our first parents after their sin, that is to say of

parents under the form of a serpent ; and they gave the name of Athele to the soli

tary tree preserved amid the rains of Babylon. The Thibetans say that the know

ledge of their nakeduess was revealed by their tasting the fruit of the Schime,

which is as sweet and white as sugar. The Tartars attribute oar fall to a plant

of exquisite sweetuess. The account of the woman seduced at the foot of the tree

and that of God's wrath, were traditional among the Iroquois. The Brahmins give

a wonderful account of their Chorcam or paradise, in which grew a tree that would

have given man immortality had he been permitted to eat of it. They also believe

that a God-made man was to be born of a virgin, by divine operation ; hence the

incarnation of their Juggernaut and the birth of Krishna in a grotto where he was

adored by shepherds and angels. The Lamas have their Buddha, born of the vir

gin Maha-Mahai. Sommono-Khodom, legislator and God of Siam, is the son of

a virgin who conceived by the rays of the sun. Lao-Tsen became incarnate in the

womb of a black virgin, compared to jasper for her wondrous beanty. In Para

guay a woman of surpassing beauty becomes a mother, yet remains a virgin ; and

her eon, after performing numberless miracles, is carried to heaven in the presence of

his disciples, and is transformed into the sun. In Thibet, Japan, and some parts of

India, the God Fo became incarnate in the womb of the nymph Llamoghiuprul,

espoused to a king, the fairest and holiest of women. In China, Shing-Mn, the

most popular of goddesses, conceived by the touch of a water lily, and her son

brought up by a fisherman, became illustrious and wrought miracles. Dogdo has

a dream and a vision in Babylon ; the heavenly light which illumined her counte

nance while she slept, renders hersalf as beautiful as the day star. Zerdusht,

Zoroaster, or more properly Ebraim-zer-Atencht, the celebrated poet of the Magi, is

the fruit of this vision ; he was saved by his mother, when the tyrant Nembrat

killed all the pregnant women in his kingdom, because his astrologers had foretold

that a child about to be bora would menace his gods and his throne. Among the

Egyptians, the zodiacal Isis is a virgin mother. That of the Druids was to bear

the Saviour, &c. &c. See EIJAS SCHEDIUS De Diia Germ, exiii. : KIRCHER ;

TAVERNIER ; BOULANGER j RoSELu DE LouaxEi, Le Ckrist decant fc Siide, c. ix. ;

MURATORI.
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our loved and holy Mary. She crushed the head of the old

serpent, who could not even for an instant hold her as his

slave. By her came into the world, without the aid of man,

that only Son of God, begotten from all eternity by the

Father without the aid of woman. Jesus Christ, Son of God,

and Son of Mary in time, after a life of suffering for three

and thirty years, and by the price of all his blood shed on

the cross, paid superabundantly the debt, which gnilty man

had contracted by insulting the Divine Majesty. Conqueror

of death and hell, destroyer of sin, he tore the terrible decree

of eternal damnation, and reconciled man with God, heaven

with earth. Mercy and justice thus united by a bond of

peace and love, a new eternal covenant was sealed between

the Creator and the creature ; man recovered his rights to

the heritage of heaven, and the heavenly promise of Eden

was abundantly fulfilled.

 



•

 

GRACES NECESSARY TO THE HOLY VIRGIN, PROMISED TO EARTH,

AND CALLED TO TAKE PART IN THE REDEMPTION

OF THE HUMAN RACE.

s

3 HE sin committed in Eden by the first

man cannot be sufficiently deplored,

whether we consider the outrage commit

ted against the Divine Majesty, or the fatal

consequences which it produced in man.*

Nevertheless this fault has been the blessed

occasion for God the Creator to bestow on

the sons of Adam, two incaleulable favors ; a God made

 

* To the happy abode of our first parents in the earthly paradise, must be

attributed the origin of the beantiful foblo of the Age of Gold, which Ovid thus

deseribes :

" Aurea prima sat* est fetas, qute, vtadtee millo,

Sponto suA, sine l'•-'••. fl'lem rectumquo colebat.

Poena naetnsqne ahorant: nee vorba minaeia fl\o

JEre leirebannar ; neo supples turba timrbant

Judlela ora sui ; sed erant sine judleo tuli."
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man, and a woman at once Immaculate Virgin and fruitful

mother of God himself; impenetrable mysteries by which

the Almighty wished to show that he can in turn let evil

arise out of good and draw a sovereign good from sovereign

evil.

God in his infinite foreknowledge, could not doubtless but

have foreseen from all eternity the fall of the first man, and

consequently that of all his descendants ; moved with pity

at so great a catastrophe, he could not but conceive at the

same time the project of a generous reparation, that would

restore the human race to the paths of eternal beatitude, for

which it had been created. And as to the manner in which

this reparation was to be effected, we must reflect, that if

God could not but have countless ways to accomplish it, his

heart filled with love was not satisfied with a merely suffi

cient reparation ; by an excess of charity he wished to give

and receive a satisfaction, at once complete, superabundant

and infinite ; he wished to grant guilty man two interces

sors, Jesus Christ and Mary, that is to say, in the person of

the Son of God a mediator with God the Father, and in the

-

4 The golden age was first, when man yet new,

No rule bnt uncorrupted nature knew ;

And with & native bent did good pursue,

Unforced by punishment. unuwed by fear.

Ills words were simple and his soul sincere,

Needless was written law, where none opprest ;

The law of man was written in -his breast.

No suppliant erowds before the 1udge appeared ;

No court erected yet. nor cause was heard ;

Bnt all was safe, for conscience was their guard."

DRYDEN.

This fable, as Banier remarks, is explained by the tradition transmitted among the

nations from Noe, who, instrncted in the history of the patriarchs, must have re

counted to his descendants the happiness which Adam enjoyed in the, garden of

Eden, and the punishment which the first maa ajid his descendants had incurred

by sin.
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person of the Mother of God a mediator with her Son. Ac

cordingly when in Eden he announced redemption to sinful

man, he revealed to him, that the ineffable mystery of a God

made man would be accomplished, in its destined time, by

means of an extraordinary woman. This was necessarily BO,

for the honor of the Divinity, that no sacrilege should reach

the Son or the mother. The Eternal Word, born in time,

was to receive his mortal form from a mother ever virgin,

ever worthy to co-operate in that great work of clemency and

love.*

The Deity in his three persons was to dwell and manifest

himself in the bosom of that woman of predilection. God

the Father was to take up his abode in her so that he might

call her his daughter. The Eternal Word was to receive

from her the pure blood and blessed flesh to accomplish the

divine mystery, and thus make her really his mother. The

Holy Ghost was to accomplish in her, by superhuman ways,

the ineffable incarnation of a God, and thereby raise her to

the rank of his spouse. In a word* she became the just

temple of the Most Holy Trinity, by bearing in her chaste

* Mary was to be at the same time spouse and virgin. It became the Divinity

of the Word and the object of redemption that he should be born so. Without

citing all the reasons here, it will suffice to remark that the conception of Jesus,

eminently holy by essence, and come into the world to efface sin, could not nor

should in any way belong to sin, or any thing that recalled it. The ordinary re

prodnction of the human race is attended by the disorder and turpitude which

original sin has introduced into the world. It was not becoming then that He who

was to annihilate sin and concupiscence should be born by a work of sin. Moreover,

the Divine Word, come into the world to be the Father of men according to the Spirit

only, was far better manifested by being himself born of a virgin. And she at the

same time ought to be married : 1st, to keep the better concealed from Satan the

superhuman work of redemption : 2d, to shield the honor of the virgin ; 3d, be

cause St. Joseph would be required to fulfil the functions of gnardian of Mary, and

foster-father (nutncias, say the Holy Fathers) of Jesus, and wateh over his early

years.
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womb, him whom the very heavens cannot contain. With

what precions gifts, with what eminent prerogatives, with

what extraordinary virtues was not such a woman to be

enriched and adorned ! When an earthly monarch rears a

palace, he seeks to make the pile correspond to his high

dignity, his birth, his greatuess, his riches ; his very honor

reqnires it. Such being the case, we see that the Almighty

alone conld prepare and form for himself the woman whom

he had chosen for his abode, in order to render her worthy of

him and of so great an honor.

Among the wonderful works which King Solomon exe

cuted to display his power and authority, the splendid throne

which the Holy Scriptures describe certainly holds no mean

rank. It was an ivory throne of majestic size and elegant

form, all splendid with the purest gold ; six steps led up to

it, and the top of the throne was round behind, while two

arms ending in hands ran down to the seat on either side.

On the right and left was a lion standing by the arm, and

twelve other lions reposed on each side on the six steps of the

throne. Such was this masterpiece, which, according to the

sacred text, could not be eqnalled in any other kingdom.^

If we are allowed to compare the handiwork of the creature

•III Kings, x. 18-20. This throne, says the commentary, is the figure of

Mary, whose virginal womb was the abode of God for nine months. After her

birth she held him in her arms, as it were seated on his throne, and there he was

adored by the wise men who offered him presents as his tributaries and vassals.

The ivory throne denotes Mary's purity and its greatuess, that of the Blessed

Virgin, which is inferior only to God's. The gold with which it glittered, signifies

the fervent charity of Mary. The six steps which led up to it, marked the six great

kings that she numbered among her ancestors ; David, Solomon, Asa, Josaphat,

Ezechias, and Josias. The arms and hands which compassed the scat, allude to

the labors of the active and contemplative life of the Mother of God, which repre

sent all degrees of perfection. The two large lions symbolize the fortitude which

she displayed in the hour of difficulty and trial ; or, if we follow the interpretation
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with the works of the Creator in order to form an idea of the

latter, what must not have been the magnificence of that

living throne which an Almighty God prepared for himself!

The works of God are all perfect* and adapted to the

ends for which he created them. The woman whom he had

selected to second him in the incomparable work of the

Incarnation of a God, was therefore to be perfect, and to

correspond worthily to so high a destiny. Sbfc should be

such that it would be impossible to find her equal in heaven

or on earth. Then, in order that there might be some

proportion or resemblance between the son and the mother,

it was necessary that she should be, in the natural order,

absolutely superior to all other women. It was necessary too

that her soul should be perfect, and worthy to receive that

superabundance of graces which the Almighty was to pour

out upon her. But for her to be such as God wished her, it

was indispensable that God should himself prepare and form

that privileged creature by extraordinary means, and this

God actually did.

To be known by God, is to be his elect, that is to say, to

enjoy an intimate familiarity with him, to love him with a

special love, to belong entirely to him.f On the opposite

side, not to be known by God, is equivalent to not being

loved, to being rejected by him.^ Now of all creatures Mary

of St. Peter Damian, they are the figures of the Archangel Gabriel and St. John

the Evangelist, who were the guardians, the one of her soul, and the other of her

body. The twelve smaller lions represent the twelve fruits of the Holy Ghost, of

which St. Paul speaks to the Galatiuns : "Charity, Joy, Peace, Patience, Benijr-

nity, Gooduess, Longanimity, Milduess, Faith, Modesty, Continency, Chastity."

(Gal. T. 22-3.)

* Dent. xxii. 4.

t"I know my sheep "(John x. H). "The Lord knoweth who are his."

(IL Timothy ii. 19.) " I know thee by name." (Exod. xxxiii. 12.)

J I never knew you; depart from me you that work iniquity. (Matt. vii. 23.)

" Nor will I be mindful of their names by my lips." (Ps. xv. 4.)
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was the first known and best known by the Creator, who hav

ing resolved to give men his own Son, must above all know

her who was to be his mother. In her he knew an accom

plished sonl, a luminous intellect, a will ever inclined to good,

an unalterable sincerity, foresight and wisdom. He knew her

as pure, noble, holy, perfect, enriched with all gifts and all

prerogatives, adorned with every virtue. He knew her and

loved her with such a love, that the human intellect and even

the heavenly intelligences cannot, says St. Anselm, measure

her greatuess. 0 Having thus known and loved her, God

chose her for himself among all creatures ; she became his

delight, and from all eternity he predestined her to the su

preme honor of being his mother; then by a form which

" the Lord possessed in the beginning of his ways," he fore

tokened and promised her to men in the person of that

woman whose endless hostility threatened the infernal serpent.

Mary being, from all eternity, predestined to be the

mother of the Divine Word, what graces must not God have

lavished upon her to fit her for so eminent a dignity ! The

excellent work of the Creator's hands, the special object of

his thoughts and love, formed by the Lord himself to be the

delight of his heart, Mary was rather the produet of grace

than of nature. According to theologians grace is given in

proportion to the love which God bears a soul, since the ob

ject of love in the supernatural order, is sanctifying grace,

which increases in proportion to that love, for the reason that

the effect increases with the cause.f Thus Mary having

been, of all creatures, past, present, and to come, the most

beloved of God, it follows that God has poured out upon her

an abundance of graces, favor, and prerogatives, which shows

s De Txc. Virg. c. iii. and c. viii.

t Snarez. Disp. IV. sect. I. in 3 p. t in 3 p. Disp. XVIII. sect. IV.
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that the three Divine persons, as it were in rivalry strove to

enrich her with their most precious gifts.

God the Father, having from all eternity a Son who pn>

ceeds from him by the way of intelligence, and having chosen

in time a daughter who proceeds from him by the way of

love, has really shared with her the sceptre of his power.

The Eternal Word, which is Wisdom itself, wished also by

gratitude to enrich his mother, and implanted in her a wis

dom of which no human mind can realize the perfection.

The Holy Ghost, who is Love itself, communicates to her his

flames, and makes her heart a burning furnace of charity.

"We must not then be astonished to find the Doctors of the

Church and the Holy Fathers speak incessantly of the graces

granted by the Lord to Mary. St. Bonaventure, St. Peter

Chrysologus, St. Bernardino of Sienna, ami St. Antoninus *

say that she possesses as many as it was possible to unite in

one creature, prepared by divine favor to receive an immeas

urable grace. St. Anselm proclaims this grace as prodigious,

unspeakable ; f St. Bruno exalts its singular abundance ; J

St. Eucherius says that grace was lavished without measure

on Mary;§.St. Sophronius affirms that the Blessed Virgin

was all grace predefined ;|| St. Basil, St. Augustine, St.

Thomas, St. John Damascenus, St. Gregory Nazianzen, St.

Vincent Ferrer, St. Peter Damian,^[ and many others whom it

* BONAvENTUREin I. Sent. distinct, 44.—PETER CHRYSOLO. Serm. III. de Annunt.

—7?F.RN.iEDis. SEN. t. 1. cone. 61. art. 2. c. x.—ANTON. 4. p. tit. xv. c. ii. § 15.

t De Exc. V. c. iii.

I Serm. de Aouunt.

§ In fer. IV. Dom. IV. Adv.

|| Serm. de Assumpt. (This discourse is sometimes cited as St. Jerome's.)

^ BASIL. In Caten. in cap. ii. Lut.—AUG. De Nat. et Gr. cap. xxxvi. THOM. AQ.

Opusc. viii. and iii. p. q. 27 art. 2.—Jo. DAM. Orat. ii. de Natn. et Orat. ii. de Dor-

mi! Virg.—GREO. NAZ. Trag. de Chr. pat.—VINCE. FER. Serm. I. de Nat. Virg.—

PETER D.VMIAN. Serm. III. de Nativ. Virg.—EPIPHL Orat. de Laud. Deip.-Ii.DEPH.
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wonld be too long to cite, assure us that Mary had all the

plenitude of grace, and give her such epithets as "boundless

ocean," " immeasurable sea," " profound abyss of grace ; " St.

Cyprian does not hesitate to say that such grace was due to

the Mother of God.0 And while all agree in admitting

that Mary was the object of more graces than have ever been

bestowed on men and angels, they all add with one accord

that Mary was completely worthy of them ; so that St. Gre

gory the Great concludes, she merited Divine Maternity.

The Virgin, thus loaded with all the graces of heaven,

conceived in the divine thought before the depths were creat

ed, before the earth existed, came forth from the bosom of

God, when he was pleased to manifest her to the angels as

his mother, in the same manner that the Divine Word was

manifested to the world, when he had been born of his mo

ther in time. This manifestation which God made to the

angels, was the origin of the sin of Lucifer,f—driven from

Serm. VI. de Assumpt.—ALR. MAO. up. DTON. RICH. L ><. de Laud. C. V.—Rice. A

S. LAUE, lib. de lair>. B. M. V. ete.

* Serm. do Naliv. Chr.

t We do not know the precise cause of this war, termed in the Apocalypse " a

great battle in heaven " (xii. 7). Certain it is that it sprang from the pride of the

angels who refused to submit to God. But it must ever remain a matter of donbt

on what this presumptuous audacity was based. St. Bonaventure considers the

prevarication of the angels under three points of view : in its principle, in its

progress, and in its results. He affirms that their fault began by presumption,

when they eaw themselves endowed with so great beauty; that it increased by

ambition, when they aspired to a state supreme to that which became them ; nnd

that it resulted in a horrible feeling of hatred against God, when they saw their

Creator traverse their arrogant design. Other doctors assign another canse for

the pride of Lucifer and his accomplices. It had been revealed to them that the

Eternal Wor I would at one time become man, that his sacred humanity should be

adored hy all creatures, and that it should occupy the highest place in heaven by

sitting at the right hand of the Most Hiffh. Lucifer, jealons of so hil;h a destiny,

was ambitious of obtaining for himself thi« sovoreicn glory, deeming the angelio

nature more exalted than man's. And this is perhaps what Our Lord meant,
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heaven with his accomplices,—for having, according to many

Fathers, refused to adore the Divine Word under the human

form which Mary was to give him on earth in the fuluess of

time. Hence it follows that the Blessed Virgin was the first

creature predestined in the bosom of God, where all the elect

ar • conceived. The head of the predestined is Jesus Christ.

lJut as Jesus Christ is the eldest son, Mary is the eldest

daughter. And if, in the eternal predestination, Jesus Christ,

in consequence of his dignity as God and man, was the first

thought and first object of God, the second thought and

second object of the same God was Mary, in consequence of

her dignity as mother of the Eternal Word.

Hence the Abbot Rupert, applying to the Blessed Virgin

some verses of the Canticle of Canticles, says that Mary in

the designs and forecast of God, was ever present to the

Divine thought, even before he laid the foundations of this

vast universe and established the admirable order by which

it is regulated. Of all the doctors of the Church, Cornelius tl

Lapide has most particularly treated of this subject. " God,"

says he, " created the heavens thinking of that animated

heaven, where the divinity in all his glory was to dwell cor

porally. He resolved to make her more beautiful, to enrich

her with greater purity, charity and sanctity than the very

heavens. He created the air and the fountains of waters, and

he had in his mind Marv, who was to be a sweet restoring

zephyr over the miseries of the sons of Adam, a never failing

fountain of grace, and he prepared to lavish his favors upon

when addressing the Jews, he told them (John viii. 24). that they wished to do

the works of the devil, who hud been a murderer from the beginning. In fact,

Lncifer was scarcely ereated, when he envied the humanity of Christ, its union

with the Divine \Vord, and committed against him an intentional homicide bv in

fixing into the minds of t'ne .1o\v« his eriminal desire, in order that they might ac

complish it by the Redeemer's death.

k'/'I
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her. He created the sea and enclosed it within its limits,

thinking of that immense sea of divinity which was to he

enclosed in the Virgin's womb ; he destined her to he herself

a boundless sea of goodness. He created the earth, and set

ting it as a centre towards which all gravitates, he thought

of Mary to make her the centre of the perfections and prerog

atives of men and angels. And that this work of his predi

lection should be incomparable, God stamped on every crea

ture that came from his divine hands an image as it were of

the graces which he blended in her. The angels recall her

virginity, the cherubim her wisdom, the heavens her purity,

the stars her splendor, the fields and flowers her beauty, the

ocean her greatuess. But the chosen Virgin unites all these

perfections in a supreme degree. Hence that excellence, that

superiority of Mary over all creatures, which makes St. Ber

nard style her " the masterpiece of all ages."

Before being conceived and given to the world, the Virgin

was announced and foretold to men as predestined to co-oper

ate in tho redemption of man by becoming the happy mother

of the Saviour. She was first announced in Eden, as we have

seen, and then by the prophets, who predicted her in a

thousand ways, as we shall show. God, who had showered

down all his graces on the privileged woman promised by him

to the earth, and who took delight in so perfect a creature,

wished, long before her entrance into the world, to beatify by

her presence one of the sons of Adam. According to the

Ecclesiastical history, and based on the declaration of St.

John the patriarch, St. Dorothens, and St. Epiphanius,*

this favor was granted to Saba, father of the prophet who

was borne to heaven. He beheld Mary all radiant with beau

ty, purity, modesty, sanctity and justice, and around her a

» De Inst. Monac. c. 40. 7 p. Biblioth. Pat. de Vit. Proph.
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devoted and respectful crowd of men and young virgins clad

in white, with heads encircled by a halo of fire. A count

less array of patriarchs and prophets, who saw her in spirit,

and acknowledged her as the mother of the Messias, have

spoken of her in terms full of respect and love. In fine, the

Angels saw her in the Word when they were admitted to the

clear vision of God, and bowed down before her as their

Queen.

The Holy Fathers and Commentators accordingly have

never failed to apply to the Blessed Virgin a great many

passages in the Canticle of Canticles. When explaining, for

example, the verse, which says that the spouse cometh up

from tbxj desert breathing precious perfumes,0 they have seen

in that beloved spouse only Mary, heralded and expected in

the world, robed in garments of candor, enriched with all

virtues. By all this we have shown evidently the ardent

desire which all men had to behold the appearance in the

world of that Virgin, adorned with all the gifts of nature and

grace, who had been chosen to be the Mother of the Divine

Redeemer. Universal and incessant prayers were addressed to

God that she might soon be given to the earth, since by her

birth was to be accomplished the object of their vows, the

ransom of man. Hence St. Epiphanius, St. Gregory of

Nrssa, and St. John Damascenus, agree in saying that Mary

was begotten by the continnal prayers of men.f

• Cant. iii. 6.

f Frequens orntlo fllam mnndo peperit. Hseres. 20. De Chr. Nat, 1. IV. c. xv.



CHAPTER II,

 

SYilHOLS UNDER WHICH THE MOST BLESSED VIRGIN IS INDICATED

AND PREFIGURED IN THE 6CRITTURES.

 

N this world signs precede all that happens.

When the sun is about to rise, the horizon is

painted in a thousand shading dyes, the east is

all on fire. When a tempest comes on, a low

murmur is heard on the hanks of the sea, and

the waves seem spontaneously to be vexed and agitated.

The rising of the sun of justice, Jesus Christ, and of

the star of his mother Mary, had likewise their signs in

the symbols and figures of the Old Testament.

After the promise of redemption, which God made to man,

and during the course of the forty centuries, which constitu

ted the mysterious fuluess of time, the Almighty, by a

wonderful series of figures and symbols, announced the ac

complishment of that promise, that is to say, the coming of

the Divine Ileparator and of the Virgin who was to be his 
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mother in time. The Fathers and Doctors of the Church

have pointed out as images of Mary's purity, excellence,

greatuess, and virtue, the garden of Eden, Eve in her inno

cence, the Ark of Noe, the dove let loose from the ark,

Jacob's ladder, the burning bush of Moses, Aaron's rod, Gid

eon's fleece, Solomon's temple, the Ark of the Covenant, the

cloud of Elias, the closed gate, the sealed fountain, the rose

of Jericho, the cedar of Lebanon, the palm tree of Cades, &c.

But the symbols of this glorious Virgin are too many and

too full of mystery for us to enumerate them all. We shall

mention those of which the Fathers and Commentators have

spoken most frequently, and shall follow the order in which

they occur in the sacred text.

THE LAND OF EDEN,* before being struck with a curse in

consequence of Adam's sin, was of admirable beauty, and

produced spontaneously without human labor, because it was

fertilized by a stream which had its source in the midst of

Paradise. It is a symbol of Mary at once a Virgin and

fruitful. The mother of our Saviour produced her divine fruit

without the intervention of man, and by the mysterious op

eration of the Holy Ghost, who is designated, as St. Augustine

remarks, under the name of Fountain of the Living,f St.

* Eden, the name of which signifies deliyht, is a province of the East, in which

it is said the garden of Paradise lay. The Seripture in several places names the

land of Eden. It probably extended into Armenia, and contained the head-waters

of the Euphrates and Tigris. The following is tho deseription given of it in

Genesis (ii. 8-0) : " And the Lord God had planted a paradise of pleasure from

the beginning ; wherein he placed man whom he had formed. And the Lord God

brought forth of the ground all manner of trees, fair to behold and pleasant to eat

of." All was charming, all ravishing in that happy abode. " And a river weat

out of the place of pleasure to water paradise, which from thence is divided into

four heads" which water the four parts of tho world. These four rivers of which

Moses speaks in his account of Paradise, lead some to believe that Eden was situ

ated in Armenia.

•f De Gent. coui. Manich. L. 2. n. 37.
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ay,1

John Damascenus, addressing the Blessed Virgin, exclaims !

" Thou art the spiritual Eden, more holy, more divine, than

the Eden of old ; for Eden was the abode of Adam, and thou

hast been the abode of God, come down from heaven to dwell

among us." *

EVE IN HER INNOCENCE was a symbol of Mary. Formed

by the hand of God himself, she was embellished with his gifts

' and graces. Mary was the work of the Creator, who in her

prepared for himself an abode worthy of himself, and adorned

her with his choicest gifts and graces. Eve has been called

the mother of the living ; but, as St. Epiphanius remarks,f

she received this name only after having heard the sentence :

" Thou art dust, and unto dust thou shalt return ; " that is to

say, after sin, and only because the human race was to be

born of her. Far more justly, can Mary be called the moth

er of the living, since, by bringing forth Jesus, she intro

duced the true life into the world. Our Redeemer proclaimed

her at the foot of the Cross, the mother of all men, in the

person of John, and she aids all her children to obtain the

life of grace. Besides, although Jesus Christ alone sufficed

for the salvation of man, it had pleased God that the two

sexes should concur in the ransom of the human race, since

both had combined to effect its ruin ; and as St. Bernard

says, J God did not wish to annihilate man, his creature,

when he was degraded by sin, but only to restore him by trans

forming him into a new man ; and as Adam was renewed in

the person of Christ, hence called the new Adam, Eve was in

like manner as it were transformed into the person of Mary,

who has received the name of the new Eve.

* Oral de Dormit. Virg. n. 8.

t llaer. 78. n. 18. ed. Petav.

J In Serra. infr. Oct. Assumpt. De duodecim prterogativis B. M. V.
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THE ARK OF NOE, * which saved from the flood those

who took refuge in it, and in which the human race

was preserved to repeople the earth after the universal ca-

testrophe, was a precursor sign of Mary, who by her consent

to the incarnation of the Word in her womb restored to the

children of Adam, by means of redemption in Christ, the life

which they had lost, and reinstated them in the possession of

their rights to their heavenly birthright. Hence St. John

Damascenus says : " The ark in which the seed of the second

world was preserved is a symbol of thee."f

And not to diverge from what relates to the ark, we shall

mention here as another emblem of Mary, that pure dove

which returned to the ark on so swift a wing, bearing in its

hill a twig of the olive. It is an image of the Blessed Virgin

giving to the nations the Prince of Peace.

In JACOB'S LADDER,^ Mary is again foretokened. The

patriarch saw in sleep a ladder extending from earth to heav

en ; above was the Almighty, and on the steps angels ascend

ing and descending. This ladder is the Virgin whom God

* By God's express command, Noe began to build the urk near where Babylon

was, in the year of the world 1556. It was three hundred cubits long, fifty

wide, and thirty high. It was rectangular, and its bcight was not great. It

was divided into three stories ; the first intend ;d for the animals ; in the second

were to be laid up the necessary stores of provisions ; the third was reserved

for the birds, and also for the apartments of Noe and his three sons and their

wives. There was a door in the first story, a large window in the third, and

smaller windows to admit the litrht. Some think that the ark was four stories

high. It is an error to suppose that an innumerable quantity of animals were

introduced ; for the species of animals known in the world can be rednced to one

hundred and thirty. The ark is, as we have said, the symbol of Mary. Many

Fathers also see in it a fignre of the Church, ont of which there is no salvation for

man, just as those who were out of the ark could not escape the general deluge.

t Oe Dormit. Virg. n. 8.

J Jacob meaus " enpplanter." The patriarch of that name was the son of

Isaac and Rebecca. lie left his father's house, alone, on foot, with a staff in his

hand, and journeyed towards the abode of Laban, his uncle. Overtaken by night
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made for himself, and by whom the Lord rose from earth to

heaven to descend again and converse with men. A Father

whom we have already cited says, speaking of the symbol,

that Maiy is the means and ladder which God employed to

descend on earth, where, assuming a mortal form, he became

really man and united what sin had so fatally divided—the

creature and the Creator. 0 And as angels descended that

ladder to serve their God, so men by an angelic life should at

last possess heaven.

The BURNING BusH,f which Moses saw on Mount Horeb,

wrapt in flames, yet contrary to the laws of nature not con

sumed, evidently designs the eminent prerogative of Mary,

who became the mother of Jesus, without the least diminu

tion of her virginal purity. " Was it not a great miracle,"

on his way, he took a stone to support his head, and fell asleep. He saw in a

dream the mysterious ladder, and heard the Almighty renew the promise to give

the land to his posterity, which should he mnltiplied beyond all nations of the

earth. Jacob on awaking ponred oil upon the stone on which he had rested, and

set it up as a monument to mark the spot where he had enjoyed the vision, pro

mised the Lord the tithe of all he had, and named the spot Bethel, which means

house of God (Genesis xxviii. 11, 12).

* Orat. I. in Nativitate B. M. V. n. 3.

t Moses after slaying an Egyptian, who had strnck a Hebrew, fled from Pha

raoh's court and retired to the land of Madian, where he married Sephora, daugh

ter of the high-priest Jethro. About forty years after, as he was one day feeding

his father-in-law's flocks, on Mount Horeb, the Lord appeared to him in the midst

of a bush that was on fire, but did not burn away. Surprised at such a prodigy,

Moses attempted to approach, but God having commanded him to loose the san

dals from off his feet, fur the place whereon he stood was holy ground, he imme

diately obeyed. The Almighty then told him that he had heard the cries of his

people, and that he had come down to deliver them from the slavery of Egypt,

and had chosen Moses to be the fulfiller of his will. Moses, to excuse himself,

alleged his incapacity, and the difliculty of utterance which he labored under.

God replied that he wonld be ever with him ; that Aaron, his brother, would aid

him, and that he should have the gift of miracles ; which was verified by his rod

changing into a serpent, and by the enro of the leprosy with which his hand was

seized. (Exodus iii.-iv.)
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cries St. Gregory of Nyssa,* " to see a virgin become a

mother without ceasing to be a virgin ; virginity no obstacle

to childbirth, and childbirth no detriment to virginity ? " If

the passage which the legislator of the Hebrews expresses in

the words, " I will go and see this great sight," is to be un

derstood of a passage from one time to another, and not from

one place to another, all this prophecy, remarks the same

Father, is completely verified in the Blessed Virgin, "who like

the bush that burnt but was not consumed, gave to the earth

Jesus Christ, the light of the world, preserving undimmed

that purity to preserve which she would have foregone even

the honour of being Mother of God." St. Bernard,f in re

gard to the same symbol, says : " And what can the burning

yet unfonsumed bush of Moses mean except Mary, who

brought forth without experiencing the pains of travail ?

Therefore does the Church address to the Blessed Virgin this

C-iau:

,' In the bush which Moses saw unconsumed,

We recognize thy admirable virginity preserved.

Intercede for us, O Mother of God ! " J

AARON'S ROD§ was also a figure of Mary. God, to show

this people of Israel him whom he had chosen to exercise the

* Orat. de Nativi. sen in diem nntalem Domini.

t Hom. II. super Missus est, n. 5.

J Antiphon of the Office of the Blessed Virgin Mary.

§ Those who, as we saw above, behold in Holy Writ the primitive element of

mythology, find a striking resemblance between Aaron and Mercury. In fact the

poets relate that Mercury was born in Egypt near the Nile, where he led a pastoral

life, which induced him to be regarded as the deity of shepherds, travellers, and

merchants. They gave him the titles of interpreter and messenger of the gods, nnd

portray him holding a rod wound abmt with serpents. and performing miracles ;

they attribute to him an eminent decree of science and the power of revealing the

future ; they finally considered him as the god of roads, dwellings, thieves, musi

cians, and aseribed to him the invention of the lyre. All these circumstances have
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sacerdotal functions, ordered as many rods as there were

tribes to be laid before the ark of the covenant in the taber

nacle ; each rod was to bear the name of the tribe to which

it belonged, except that of Levi, on which Aaron's name was

inscribed. When day came, Aaron's rod was found all blos

soming, and at the same time loaded with the ripe frnit of

.

their parallels in the life of Aaron. He was a shepherd ; he exereised authority

over the Israelites and was made God's interpreter to Pharaoh. His rod produced

serpents. The lyre as well as other mnsical instrnments and trnmpets served the

high-priests in the ucmple to accompany the ceremonies of worship. The Israel

ites who robbed the Egyptiaus as they left were headed by Anron. The sacred

text speaks of Aaron's eloquence, and eloquence was also a gifs attribnted to Mer

cury. The science and prophetic spirit of Mereury are emblems of the graces

which God bestowed on the brother of Moses and then on his successors, by means

of the Urim and Thummim, which among the Hebrews, were a ready'ineans of

knowing God's will.

The words Urim and Thummim, according to the literal meaning of the Hebrew,

signify lights and perfection, or the brilliant and the perfect. St. Jerome trans-

lntes them, by doctrine and trnth ; according to the Septnagint it is the declara

tion of trnth or the manifestation of trnth. Some authors maintain that Urim and

Thummim are epithets of the precious stones in the rational ; others believe that

these two words are Egyptian and not Hebrew, and that their real signification is

t!:o declaration of the trnth as the Seventy translate it. The author of the book

of Ecclesiasticus (xiv. 12) expresses himself as if the manifestation was the attri

bnte of the high-priest vested in the ephod. We read the same in the first book

of Esdras (ii. 63). Josephus the Jewish historian, and many other ancient and mod

ern writers, pretend that the Urim and Thummim were the extraordinary splendor

with which the gems in the rational shone, whenever God chose to make known

the success of the events as to which He was consulted, a splendor not visible when

God disapproved of their enterprises. According to the historian Josephns, this

kind of divine decree or oracle ceased one hundred and ten or one hundred and

twelve years before Jesus Christ. Other interpreters think that the Urim and

Thummim were an accessory of the rational, withont being able to specify what

it really was. All however agree on the following points: 1. This consultation

of the Urim and Thummim was recurred to only in affairs of the utmost import

ance. 2d. The high-priest wearing the rational was the only minister of the cere

mony. 3d. It was always mode by the king, the president of the sanhedrim, the

general of the army of Israel, or some other public person, and only for the general

good of religion and the state. Arehbishop Martini in the notes on Exodus xxviii.
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the almond tree amid its verdant leaves. God had so willed

it, to show the selection which he had made of Aaron for the

dignity of high-priest. Now this rod, which by a prodigy

blossomed and bore fruit without being planted, and without

having roots or fructifying sap, admirably symbolizes Mary,

who, placed in the tabernacle, and being herself the living

temple of the Holy Ghost, conceived without human interven

tion or any earthly assistance, and brought forth that blessed

fruit, which gives and preserves to all men the spiritual life

of the soul. " The Blessed Virgin," says St. Bernard,* "was

prefigured by that rod, that blossom, without root or sap ; for

she became fruitful and bore Jesus, without the slightest

diminution of her virginal purity, as Aaron's rod lost nothing

of its verdancy by producing flowers and fruit."

THE FLEECE OF GIDEON f is a figure of Mary, or rather a

30, in his Italian version, thus speaks concerning the two words in question :

" Ancient and modern iaterpreters generally agree that these words were written

on the rational, although they do not agree as to the manner in which they were

placed. St. Augustine, St. Gregory, St. Cyril, and St. Jerome himself, maintain

this sentiment, according to which these words signified : first, the qualities

which the pontiff ought to possess, namely, truth, sanctity, purity of life, and the

knowledge of divine things; secondly, the divine light, which illumined the pon

tiff, when he aouounced the truths and oracles of God. And in fact, when the

Seripture says that God gave his answers and manifested his will to the Hebrews

by means of the Urim and Thummim, this does not mean that God spoke to his

pontiff by virtue of these words embroidered on the rational, but that the high-

priest, arrayed in his pontifical robes and especially wearing the rational, on which

these words were worked, received from God science and truth, that is to say, the

understanding of the doubtful things on which the Lord was consulted." " I do

not believe," adds Archbishop Martini, " that this opinion is exempt from all diffi

culty ; but I can say that the same difficulties occur in any other, and I consider

myself fortunate to be able to adhere to this. In such obscure and remote mat

ters, if error is inevitable, it is a less evil to be deceived in company with the

ancient doctors and masters."

* Serm. in Dom. infra octavam Assumptionis B. V. M.—Homil. II. super

Missus est.

t Gideon was the son of Joas, of the tribe of Manasse, who dwelt in the town

.:
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cluster of mysterious symbols. We read in the book of

Judges, that Gideon having exposed during a serene night a

sheep's fleece, found it on the following morning all covered

with dew, while the ground around it remained dry, and that

dew was so abundant, that by pressing the fleece it filled

a vessel. On the following night he placed the fleece once

more in the same spot, and in the morning found it dry amid

a spot all wet with dew. By this sign it pleased the Al

mighty to assure Gideon, that Israel, umder his gnidance,

should triumph over the enemies which had oppressed it for

seven years. St. Bernard remarks in this matter that the

fleece dripping with dew on a dry ground, denotes the Virgin

who first received him who was to be spread over the whole

world, that is, Jesus Christ and his grace. "Admire, 0 man,"

says he, " in this design of God the depth of his wisdom and

the greatuess of his mercy. Wishing to shower on earth

the heavenly dew, he first saturated with it the whole fleece,

to show that he would place in Mary all the price of

man's redemption." 0 Mary, containing in herself the source

of all grace, which is Jesus Christ, possessed more than all

n
&

r<

of Ephra, God called him by an extraordinary vocation to deliver the people of

Israel from the oppression of the Mndinnites, to whom they had been subject for

seven years ; that is, from the time of the death of Barac and Deborab. The Lord

was tonched by the cries of his people, and after reproaching them by one of his

prophets, ho sent an angel to Gideon, who was threshing in his barn, to order him

to rescue the Israelites from the sway of the Mndianites. Gideon asked a sign by

which he might know that all was not nn illusion. The angel touched with a rod

the flesh and bread which Gideon had offered him, and immediately there issued

from the stone on which the offering lay, a fire which consumed all. Assured by

this miracle, Gideon, during the ensning night, cut down in obedience to God the

grove and altar consecrated to Baal, and he was hence surnamed Jerobaal, that is

to say, the enemy of Baal. Then began the exploits of this valiant champion

whom the Holy Scripture so mnch extol. He governed the people of God for nine

years, till his death A. M. 2768 (Judges vi. 37).

* Serm. in Dom. infra octavam Assntmpt. Serm. in Nativ. B. V. M.
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other creatures together, and like a fountain which pours over

the arid earth the abundance of its waters, does she commu

nicate grace to all men. The holy doctor accordingly adds :

'• The fruit which thou hast home is particularly thine, O

^Ifiry, although communicated by thee to us all : the dew fell

at first on the fleece, and on another day only on the ground :

but it did not fall entire on any part of the earth, while it

fell entire on the fleece." St. Jerome * says that the shep

herds warned by the angel, found the Lamb of God, the

Lamb in the pure and spotless fleece, who, amid the universal

dryness of the earth, was bathed in heavenly dew. And the

Church, acknowledging in the dew-covered fleece a figure of

the august mystery of the Incarnation of the Divine Word

in Mary's womb, has placed these words in the office of the

Blessed Virgin :

" When thoa wast ineffably born of a Virgin,

Then wese the Seriptures fulfilled,

Like rain upon the fleece didst thou descend." t

I

SOLOMON'S TEMPLED was the house of the Eternal ; and

• Epitaph Pauhe.

t Anthem in the Office of the Blessed Virgin.

J Solomon to rear this temple with unexampled magnificence, applied to Hy-

ram, king of Tyre, for able workmen of every kind, and the most precious woods

of Libanus. He erected it on the spot chosen by David for that purpose. The

edifice was constructed on the model of the tabernacle, but on a more extensive

plan anil with immense riches. It cousisted of a great number of streets and cdi-

fices arranged to receive the priests and all the people. It had three divisions :

the first called the Court of the Gentiles, contained Iurge galleries and corridors ;

the second was the Court of the Israelites where the people entered, and around

which extended magnificent galleries supported by two or three rows of pil'ars, n:id

intended for the dwelling of the priests and Levites on dnty, with chambers in whioh

were laid up all that was necessary for the Divine worship. Amid the Court of the

People was that of the saerifice, square, and surrounded with prul'nries and buildings

for the same purpose. Amid thia lust court was the part ot' the edifice properly
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Solomon accordingly bnilt it with extraordinary magnificence,

and lavished in profusion upon it gold, silver, and precious

stones. On the day of its consecration, it was filled with the

majesty of God, who gave by several miracles manifest signs

of his Divine presence. According to the Holy Fathers and

interpreters, this temple was the symbol of Mary ; the large

stones set in the foundation denoted the power of the Blessed

Virgin, and the ornaments of the magnificent edifice designa

ted the virtues of her, who was to become, by the interven

tion of the Holy Ghost, the worthy habitation of the Word.

And, moreover, the Most High having covered her with the

shadow of his power, sho was filled with the majesty of God

in far greater splendor than Solomon's temple had been. On

this subject Arnold of Chartres says, speaking of Mary ;

" Behold the tabernacle of God which contains the Holy of

Holies, the miraculous rod, figured by the tables of the Cov

enant, the altar of incense, the two cherubim who gaze on

each other, the manna and the propitiatory uncovered and

unveiled."0 And as the temple was sacred precisely because

it was the dwelling of God, the Church, in the praises which

she addresses to Mary, gives her the titles of " Temple of the

Lord," and "Sanctnary of the Holy Ghost."

The ARK OF THE COVENANT f perfectly symbolizes the
X

called the temple, and containing the holy of holies, the holy, and the vestibule.

In the holy were placed the golden candlestick, the table of the loaves of proposi

tion, and the golden altar on which incense was offered. The holy of holies con

tained only the Ark of the Covenant which contained the tables of the Law. The

interior of the temple was adorned with all the splendor that urt and refinement

conld combine. Gold glittered on every side, the tables, candlesticks, and connt

less vessels of every kind being made of that precious metaL

* De landibus Virginis.

t It was a kind of box made of incorrnptible wood, which Moses constrncted

by God's order at the foot of Mount Sinai, to hold the tubles on which were writ

ten the words of the Covenant and the Ten Commandments of God. It was five
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Blessed Virgin. In this propitious ark, preserved and venerated

in the temple of Solomon, in this ark covered and lined with

the purest gold, were enclosed the two tables of the Law

which God had given to Moses on Mount Sinai ; there too was

kept a vase containing some of the manna which fell miracu

lously from heaven to feed the Hebrew people in the desert.

What an admirable figure of Mary is the ark of the Cove

nant 1 A virgin adorned with every grace and all purity of

soul and body, she held in her chaste womb the Eternal

Word of the Father, the Divine Legislator of the law of

grace, the author of the new covenant between God and man.

She bore and gave to the world Jesus Christ, our Redeemer,

who is the true manna, the heavenly bread, the bread of life

which came down from heaven, and of which the Gospel says

that whoso eats thereof in the desert of terrestrial life, con

quers unto himself the eternal and blessed life of heaven.

For this reason the Church, invoking the Blessed Virgin,

applies to her this name, "Ark of the Covenant"—"Frederis

area."

In order not to run into prolixity in treating of symbols of

the same nature, I shall confine myself to saying that Mary

was announced to men in the cloud which Elias called to fer

tilize the long arid and thirsty earth ; in the holy mountain,

from which a rock was detached to overthrow the profane

flf

palms long, ond three high and broad. It was covered within and without with

plates of gold. It was surmounted by the propitiatory, composed of a small erown

of gold and two cherubim attached to the cover, who with their extended wings

formed a kind of throne where the majesty of God reposed. On each side of the

ark were two golu rings through which were passed the bars used in transporting

it from place to platr. None but the Levites conseorated to the service of God

could approach and l'oar it. After the conquest of the land of Canaan, the Ark

of the Covenant was deposited in the tabernacle erected at Silo. Transferred then

to various places, it was finally placed in the temple of Solomon, and adorned with

palms in relievo, with golden cherubim, and other ornaments of exquisite finish.

4
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idols ; in the closed gate which the venomous serpent could

not enter ; in the sealed fountain whose waters receive nothing

impure; in the embalmed Rose of Jericho, surrounded by

thorns which kept off every profane hand ; in the ever incor

ruptible Cedar of Libanus ; in the Cypress of Sion whose

summit rose like a tower towards heaven ; in the Palm-tree

of Cades, ever rich with new frnit.

And I will, in closing, recall the fact that other striking

symbols of the Blessed Virgin are to be found in the Canticle

of Canticles,0 where a woman far superior to the Sunamitess

is the object of the sublime thoughts of the inspired poet.

We have others as beautiful in the book of Wisdom, where

this virtue is described in a special manner, under various em

* The Canticle of Canticles, so called on acconnt of its superiority to nil others,

>s an epithalamium composed by Solomon on his marriage with the daughter of tho

King of Egypt, who had renounced her idolatry to adore the trne God. This

alliance of the wisest of kings may be applied to the Blessed Virgin, and besides it

prefigures admirably the spiritnal union of the Son of God with his Chureh. Mo-t

interpreters divide the Canticle of Canticles into seven eclogues, which correspond,

according to some, to the seven days, during which the ancients prolonged th-

nuptial solemnities. Nothing can be more sublime or eloquent than this dmntlv

inspired poesy, when we consider the conditious of this kind of composition. In

ease, elegance, simplicity, delicacy, it is ravishing. Its varied imagery and style,

tho tenderness of expression, the ardor of passion, are the principal characteristics

of this celebrated chant, in which n thonsand other beauties shine forth. The Jews

regarding this book as beyond ordinary compreheusion, permitted no man to read

it before attaining the age of maturity, that is, the age of thirty yeurs. The holy

Fathers were not less reserved in putting it in the hands of the faithful : they

wished them first, by age and by the exereise of virtue and prayer, to aeqnire the

spirit necessary to uuravel its meaning withont any danger from the form. Mon-

scignore Gniseppe Maria Ereolani, a pious and celebrated prelate, well known in

the literary world by the name of Neraleo, wrote a charming allegory Maria, bused

on this canticle, interpreting it in honor of the Blessed Virgin, whose mystic mar

riage and triumph in heaven are there symbolized. This work, remarkable for

poetic talent, and still more so for its judicious notes, has enjoyed great success,

and been frequently printed.
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blems, which according to the Holy Fathers and interpreters,

apply to Mary, so closely united to Jesus Christ, Wisdom

itself. Hence on almost all feasts of the Blessed Virgin, the

Church in the office and in the mass applies to her passages

of Scripture referring to the Divine Wisdom.

 

 



 

CHAPTEE IV.

WOMEN OF THE OLD TESTAMENT WHO WERE TYPES OF MARY.

 

no one of the illustrious heroines

whose eulogy we read in the Holy Scriptures

can be more than a shadow, a feeble image, a

passing figure of the Immaculate Mother of

the Redeemer, still the Divine clemency has

, permitted us to recognize some of her features

under the veil of the celebrated women of the

Bible, in order that from their relative great

ness men might form some conception of the absolute great

ness of the Blessed Virgin. But the model ever incompara

bly transcends its imperfect images ; in Mary, according to

the expression of the Fathers, stands the miracle of God's

omnipotence. To form a just idea of the excellency of the

Mother of the Saviour and of her preeminence over all women,

who are a figure of her, we must then argue not only from

what is particular to what is general ; but what is more, from

the low and limited to the great, the sublime, the all but

x
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infinite. This understood, lot us see how all these great quali

ties, which drew on the illustrious women of the Old Law the

admiration of the age in which they lived, are found in a still

more eminent degree in the Virgin of Nazareth.

The first image of the Holy Mother of God was Sarah.*

She had passed the years in which maternity is possible, when,

conformably to the promise which God had made her, she be

came fruitful by a prodigy, and with unspeakable joy gave

birth to a son, Isaac. Mary was fructified by the superhu

man operation of the Holy Ghost ; she became a mother

without ceasing to be a virgin ; she gave birth to the Messiah

promised to the world and desired by the nations, of whom

Isaac was himself an expressive symbol. She brought him

forth not only with unspeakable joy for herself, but also for

the happiness and consolation of all men whom he was to set

free, and whom he in fact delivered from the bondage of

Satan. Hence we call the Blessed Virgin " cause of our joy,"

as the Church teaches.

Rachel was also an image of Mary. Rachel,f whom the

* Sarah (princess), called originally Sarai (my princess', Abrabam's wife, was

born A. M. 2018, and was the daughter of Aram, Abraham's hrother. She was

not, however, grand-daughter of Abraham's mother, inasmuch as her father, Aram,

the son of Thare, was born of another mother. Abraham did not lie when he

culled her his sister, that is to say, his niece, according to the usage of the Hebrew

langnage. (See St. Augustine contra Faust, lib. xxii.) She followed her husband

when he left his country, and went with him to the land of Canaan. A famine

drove them into Egypt, where her husband passed her for his sister and not for

his wife, for fear that the Egyptiaus might kill him to carry off Sarah, who was

very beautiful. In this way he preserved his life and saved his wife's honor with

out committing a lie. Pharaoh, who took her from Abraham and condncted her

to his palace, was punished by God, and restored her, giving them both an escort

to the froatiers of his kingdom. All know how Abraham invited three angels to

enter his tent, and how in return for his hospitality they announced to him that he

should have a son by the aged Sarah, and how she, on hearing their prophecy,

could not withhold laughing it to scorn.

t Rachel, whoso name signifies sheep, was the daughter of Laban and a sister
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sacred text depicts as a woman of rare beauty, was the

daughter of Laban. Jacob, as soon as he saw her, loved her

with a tender affection ; he loved her with boundless constancy,

and endured a long and painful servitude in order to obtain

her as his spouse, and always showed her a marked preference

over his other wives. The beauty with which Rachel was

gifted far beyond her sister Lia, was an eloquent image of

the unspeakable beauty of Mary's great soul, more precious

and noble than Rachel's, as the soul is more noble and pre

cious than the body. It is on account of this inaccessible

spiritual beauty of the Blessed Virgin that the Church justly

applies to her the words of the Canticle, where she is called,

" Thou art all fair, Oh my love, and there is not a spot in

thee " (Cant. IV. 7). She was in fact loved by God and pre

ferred by him to all other creatures, as Jacob preferred Rachel

to all other women. And because Mary was the most amiable

and beloved of all creatures, and the object of God's predilec

tion, the angel, on asking her consent to the incarnation of the

Word in her chaste womb, saluted her as "Mary full of grace."

Mary, the sister of Moses and Aaron,* received of God

the spirit of prophecy, and must have lived, according to the

Holy Fathers, in a state of virginity ; she led the women of

Israel through the Red Sea, and first intoned the Canticle of

thanksgiving : " Let us sing to the Lord, for he is gloriously

magnified ; the horse and the rider he hath thrown into the

of Lia. Jacob arrived in Mesopotamia, near the city of Carra, received from her

hands water to quench his thirst and refresh his camels. Sometimes the Seripture

employs the word Rachel to designate the tribes of Ephraim and Manasseh, spumg

from Joseph, son of Jacob und Rachel.

* Mary (bitterness of the sea), daughter of Amram and Jocabet, was b0rn

about the year 2424 (A. M.), that is to say, ten or twelve years before Moses.

After the passage of the Red Sea, and the entire destruction of Pharaoh's urmy,

she cutoned at the head of the Israelite women the celebrated canticle, " Let us

sing to the Lord," &c., while Moses did the same at the head of the men.
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sea," as described in Exodus. She is a striking image of the

Blessed Virgin both in the spirit of prophecy, and in the

state of virginity, and in zeal to chant the praises of the

Lord. In fact, Mary, enriched with the spirit of prophecy,

ever pure and spotless in her virginal innocence, faithful guide

and queen of all virgins, celebrated first of all the solemn

canticle of a better redemption, in which she took so great a

part as mother of a God made man. According 'to St Am

brose and St Peter Chrysologus, Mary by her inspired canti

cle : "My soul doth glorify the Lord,"* was the first to

render thanks to God, who, by means of the unspeakable in

carnation of the Divine Word in her virginal womb, had

vouchsafed to deliver the human race from the bondage of

the devil, in which man had unhappily fallen by Adam's sin.

The holy mother of the Man-God Redeemer is also

figured in Debbora and Jahel, f those two illustrious women

who achieved the defeat and death of Sisara, and thereby effect

ed the deliverance of the people of Israel, whose enemy and

oppressor he was. Debbora, enlightened by the divine spirit,

* St. Basil, or the author, whoever he was, of the Commentary on Isaias speaks

thus : " No one can deny that the Virgin was the prophetess whom Isaias ap

proached in spirit, if he remembers the Magnificat ; every word of that divine

canticle, reveals in Mary tho prophetess on whom the Holy Ghost descended and

the power of the Most High overshadowed."

t Debbora ( Bee), prophetess, Spouse of Lapidoth and judge of Israel, dwelt

under a pulm tree between Rama and Bethel. She sent for Barac, son of Abi-

nocm, and in the name of God ordered him to raise ten thousand men and lead

the army to Thabor, promising him victory over Sisara, general of Jabin's army.

Barac refused to march aguiust the enemy uuless Debbora marched with him.

The prophetess consented, and after overcoming Sisara, chanted a glorious canticle

to thank God for the victory (A. M. 2719), Judges iv. 4.

Juhel (who rises), was a Jewess and wife of Hener. Sisara, general of tue

armies of Canaan, retired to her tent. Iuspired by God, Jahel, with more than

mauly cournge, with a single blow of a hammer drove a nu.il into his temple, and

Sisara passed from sleep to death. (Judges iv. 17.)
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governed the people and administered justice. Encourag

ing Barac to march against Sisara, she foretold him victory,

and at the same time told him that the death of that hostile

general was to be reserved for a woman's hand. This woman

was Jahel, who received Sisara into her tent as he fled from

Barac on Mount Thabor, and then slew him by nailing his

head to the ground with a single stroke of the hammer.

Hence in the Holy Scriptures Debbora is called " Mother of

Israel," on account of the authority which her predictions

gave her over the people, and the love the nation bore her.

Jahel is proclaimed "blessed among women," because she

slew Sisara, and thus delivered Israel from the oppression un

der which it groaned. These two heroines prefigure Mary

in the victory which the Immaculate Virgin gained over the

enemy of the human race, as being the mother of Jesus

Christ, sole conqueror of the powers of hell ; and if Debbora

was called the "mother of Israel," and Jahel "blessed among

women," under these titles too they prefigure the Divine

mother, the mother of the true faithful, truly blessed among

all women by having brought forth to earth the Son of God.

The Fathers and Doctors of the Church, and especially

St. Ambrose, St. Bonaventure, and St. Bernard, see in the

wise and prudent Abigail,0 a beautiful image of Mary. We

cannot do better than cite the very words of the seraphic

* Abigail (joy of the father), was the wife of Nabol, a very rich and avaricious

man. He was of tho tribe of Judah (there was another Nabal of the tribe of

Issachar), and dwelt on Monnt Carmel. David, provoked against Nabal for refus

ing him hospitality in a pressing need, resolved to exterminate him and his.

Abigail foreseeing the peril, repaired to the prince with presents. David, touched

with Abigail's virtue, not only pardoned Nabal, but after his death, married the

generons widow. The Fathers, besides seeing in Abigail an image of Mary, who

appeased God provoked against sinncrs, find in her conduct the example to be fol

lowed by women, who, like Abigail, have the misfortune to be united to men like

Nabal.
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Doctor, St. Bonaventure : * King David, full of fury and in

dignation, thirsting for vengeance on the mad Nabal, was met

by the wise Abigail, who spoke so wisely that she calmed

David, and made him exclaim, " Blessed be the Lord the God

of Israel, who sent thee this day to meet me, and blessed be

thy speech, and blessed be thou who hast kept me to-day from

coming to blood." In the foolish Nabal, adds St. Bona

venture, is represented the sinner whom the Holy Ghost calls

mad, saying, "The number of fools is infinite." The Lord,

provoked at the sinner, is figured in David irritated against

Nabal, and Abigail is the image of the Blessed Virgin, who

appeases the divine anger, and obtains by her prayers and

merits the pardon of the sinner. Hence we with good right

invoke her under the consoling title of " Refuge of sinners."

Mary is also figured in Anna, the mother of Samuel, who

by vows and prayers at last became a mother, and to accom

plish her promises, almost as soon as her son was weaned, bore

him to the temple and consecrated him to God : in whose

service he afterwards became High Priest. Anna represents

Mary, who by her prayers and virtues merited to conceive in

her chaste womb the Eternal Word of the Father, the Mes-

sias, object of the prayers, sighs and vows of all the just of

the Old Law, who was the anointed of the Lord, and the Eter

nal priest. Besides, Anna, become fruitful and a mother after

so long a sterility, is the image of Mary supernaturally fruitful,

mother and virgin by an unheard of prodigy. Finally, Anna,

by chanting her beautiful canticle of joy and praise, which,

according to St. Augustine,f is in part a hymn of gratitude,

» ST. BONAVENTURA, Speculum B. M. V. 14.

t Du Civitate Dei, xvii. 4.—St. Chrysostom in his third homily, speaks thus

of Anna : " / amfull ofjoy not only bemuse I am delivered (from the shame of bar

renness), bat becavse I am sared by thee." Holy souls rejoice in God the giver, not

in God's gift Good servants prefer the master to all his property. If we have com 
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and in part a prophecy, symbolizes the humble virgin of

Nazareth, who, full of gratitude, referred her joy to God in

her canticle, and recounted the benefits which she had received

from him. And in fact, in the spirit of humility as well as

in gratitude referring all the glory to God, the canticles of

Anna and Mary completely agree.

The beautiful and victorious Judith 0 also figures most

clearly the Blessed Virgin Mary. According to the expres

sion of Holy Writ, "God increased her beauty so that she

appeared to all men's eyes incomparably lovely," f in order

that Holophernes, ravished with admiration merely on behold

ing her and hearing her voice, should exclaim : " There is not

such another woman upon earth in look, in beauty, and in sense

of words."J By these prerogatives Judith had free access

to the Assyrian camp, to cut off the head of Holophernes,

deliver the city of Bethulia from siege, and the people of

Israel from the fury of Nabuchodonosor. Hence all blessed

her at her return, saying : " Thou art the glory of Jerusalem,

thou art the joy of Israel, thou art the honor of our people

.... the hand of the Lord hath strengthened thee, and

therefore thou shalf be blessed forever." § Judith's exterior

mitted sin, let us grieve for it, not for the punishment which we have deserved, but

on acoonnt of the pain we have given to God ; and if we do any tiling good, let onr

joy arise not from the hope of reward, but from the pleasure given to the King

of Heaven. In the eyes of the trnly wise, the offence done to God is more terrible

than hell ; the pleasure given to God more desirable than the greatest kingdom."

* Judith (she who praises God), was of the tribe of Simeon, daughter of Merari

and widow of Manasscs. It is difficult to fix precisely the time of the deliverance

of Bethulia by the death of Holophernes. It seems most probable that it occurred

before the Babylonian captivity, and in the time of Manasses, king of Judah, abont

A. M. 3348. Then Arphaxnd, king of the Medes, will be Dejoces or Phraortes his

son, and Nabuchodonosor will be the same monareh whom profane historians style

Saosduchin, son of Asarhaddon, and grandson of Sennacherib.

t Judith x. 4. J Judith \i. 19. § Judith xv. 10.
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beauty, remarks St. Bonaventure, * represents well the inte

rior beauty of Our Immaculate Lady. In fact, he says, there

never has been, there is not, nor ever will be on earth, a

woman to equal Mary in the glory of her life, the beauty of

her soul, in the wisdom of the words which fell from her elo

quent lips. By the splendor of all virtues, Mary pleased God

in the highest degree, and was chosen to be the Mother of

our Lord. At the words of the Archangel Gabriel, the di

vine messenger, she conceived Jesus by a miracle of grace,

and thus crushed, when he least expected it, the head of the

devil, figured by the serpent, whose haughty head she was, ac

cording to the divine promise, to crush, by delivering the hu

man race from the impious bondage of that enemy of God.

Mary was next called by the angel Blessed among women.

Her cousin Elizabeth called her blessed, and she herself, in

her celebrated Canticle, says that all generations shall pro

claim her blessed, because the Lord wrought great things in

her. The Church, in order to bless her, praise her, exalt her

as her own glory, as the joy of all the faithful, as the honor

of the Christian people, applies to Mary all that the Israel

ites chanted to Judith, and calls her justly " The glory of

Jerusalem, the joy of Israel, the honor of our people."

Among the illustrious women of the ancient covenant, to

whom was given the honor of prefiguring the august queen

of heaven, is also reckoned Esther,f She is represented in

* Specul. lect. vi.

t Esther, culled also Edissa (the hidden), of the tribe of Benjamin, was the

daughter of Abihail, and niece of Mardochai, by whom she was brought up.

Assuerus, king of Persia, having repudiated his queen Vashti, sought as a spouse

the most beautiful of the beauties of his kingdom. Esther was chosen. Assnorus

had a favorite named Amun. The latter euraged at Mardochai, who refused to

kneel before him, resolved to revenge himself on all the Jews. He obtained of

the king an order to destroy them all at an appointed time. Mardochai informed

Esther of the danger which menaced her nation, and the need it hud of her inter-

m-\
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Holy Scripture as the paragon of the beauties of her

time, and as rich in the abundance of all the gifts of soul.

She conciliated the esteem, good graces, and love of King

Assuerus, who proclaimed her queen, espoused her, and

crowned her with the royal diadem. Touched with pity for

her people, who had been condemned to die by the intrigue of

Aman, Esther presented herself before the King her hus

band, imploring mercy for the Jewish people.

Assuerus saw, by the sincere words of Esther, the suare

which the proud and unjust minister had laid to destroy Mar-

dochai and the people of Juda, and in the edict of deliver

ance, it was ordered that Aman should die on the gibbet

which he had destined for Mardochai. Our beautiful and

UBS.' heavenly queen Mary does not act differently from Esther.

" The Blessed Virgin,"—it is St. Bonaventure who speaks,

—"the Blessed Virgin, by her eminent virtues, found grace

before God, as the Archangel assured her, when he announced

the adorable mystery of the Incarnation. Not only did she

merit to obtain from the Eternal King the royal crown of

glory, and to be called Queen of heaven and earth, but she

also asked through Jesus, the blessed fruit of her womb, and

obtained of God the salvation of the human race, justly con

cession as queen. Esther prepared by fasting and prayer t> aid her people.

Adorned with royal vestments, she appeared before the prince, and invited him to

come with Aman and dine with her. Assuerus came ; and during the banquet,

ICsther revealed that she was a Jewess, and implored justice against Aman, who

had conspired the destruction of the Jewish nation. The kin^ hung Aman on the

very gibbet which that unworthy favorite had prepared for Mardochai ; he re

voked the edict published against the Jews, and permitt'd them to take vengeance

on their enemies, on the very day which Aman had chosen for their slaughter.

Historians do not agree as to the period of this event, nor as to the Kin.; of Persia

whom the Seripture calls Assuerus ; nevertheless, the circumstances related in the

Book of Esther seem to apply to Darius, son of Hystaspes ; and her marriage, pro

bably, took place about the year 3-189, almost at the period of the dedication of

the temple. See Haydock's Bible.
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demned to eternal death, on account of original sin, and at the

same time she caused the shame and overthrow of the real

Aman, the devil, that jealous and perfidious enemy of man."

The seraphic doctor, St. Bonaventure, borrowing the words of

St. Anselm, proceeds thus : " How can I sufficiently testify

my gratitude to the mother of my God and Lord, the

Blessed Virgin Mary, whose fruitfuluess has rescued me from

the severest bondage, whose delivery has freed me from eter

nal death, and whose divine fruit has restored me what I

had lost, and brought me back from exile to my native land,

from extreme misery to eternal felicity ? " a

These heroines of the ancient law have hitherto been and

ever will be most illustrious, both by what they accomplished,

and by the virtues and prerogatives in which they showed

themselves rich and adorned ; but what are they but shadows,

feeble images of that sublime and invincible heroine who

unites in herself all the gifts of woman and angel, of that

creature whom God himself chose from all eternity as a

daughter, mother and spouse ? What images then shall we

choose to convey an adequate idea of her ? A celebrated

painter of antiquity, finding none to correspond to his ideal

of grace, collected a thousand lines and features of beauty in

the fairest women of Greece, and by blending them all in one

harmonious whole, composed and formed a face of marvellous

beauty. We may do the same to form some idea of our

Blessed and Immaculate Mother ; for the Blessed Virgin

unites in her person and retraces in the most sovereign degree

all that is beautiful and sublime in each of the illustrious

heroines of the Old Testament ; nay more, transcends this

glorious group in the rarest attributes of each.

In speaking of Mary, we can find no creature worthy of

'**-*

i
* Specul. lect. v. in fine.

IMrl
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being compared to her, inasmuch as she rises eminently above

all creatures in heaven and on earth ; hence the seraphic

doctor, St. Bonaventure, well exclaims : " O Mary, thou sur-

passest all women in beauty of form, thou surpassest the

angels in excellence of sanctity." *

* Psalm iii. verse 2 of the Psalter which St. Bonnventure composed in honor

:' the Blessed Virgin Mary : " Universas enim foemiuas vincis pulehritudine car-

superas angeloa excellentiu sauctitatis."

•

•

'
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PROPHECira WHICH RELATE TO TUE BLESSKD VIRGIN MARY.

 

ARY, whose soul had been enriched with all the

treasures of divine grace ; Mary, who had been

solemnly promised to men in the earthly paradise,

and had consequently been impatiently awaited by

them ; Mary, who, as we have seen, was prefigured

by so many invincible heroines, could not be passed

over in silence by the divine oracles : for the prophecies, an

emanation of the attributes of the divinity, to whom alone is

reserved a knowledge of the future, are, without comparison,

more splendid and luminous than types and figures.

St. Cyprian* says, that it is a tradition taught in the syna

gogue, and acknowledged by the Church as true, that all the

prophets, without a single exception, predicted only of the

time of the Messias. By reason, then, of the close connection

* ST. CYPRIAN, De Vanitate idolorum.
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existing between the Mother and the Son, by reason of the

relation in which Mary stands to Jesus, the prophets, in their

divine inspirations, could not forget her when they spoke of

him ; for it is not given to human understanding to fathom

the sublime prodigies embraced in the august mystery of the

Incarnation, it was necessary, at least, that these mysteries

should be in some manner announced and predicted to men,

in order that the least suspicion, the slightest outrage, could

never be conceived either against the essential sanctity of the

Son, or the purity of her who was to be his mother, without

ceasing to be a Virgin. It was necessary, then, that Mary

should be predicted as an incomparable creature, with her

eminent greatuess, her immaculate purity, her miraculous

fruitfulueps, her sublime \ ow r, and all the singular advanta

ges with which the Divine Hand was to enrich her. This we

shall easily prove, in speaking of the prophecies which relate

to our dear and blessed Mother.

The first who announced our glorious Lady, was her royal

ancestor the prophet David, when to the sweet strains of his

inspired harp he sang : " The earth hath yielded her fruit," *

which according to St. Jerome's explanation signifies : " Mary,

who is also our earth, because on our side she is the daughter

of Adam, and formed consequently of the same clay as we,

has yielded from her chaste and virginal womb the divine

fruit, that fruit of immortality, with which, too, we were to

nourish ourselves in the sacrament of the Eucharist." f

The same royal prophet also predicts Mary, when it was

given him to see in the future his Christ issuing victorious

from her womb, and when he sings : "Arise, O Lord, into thy

resting place, ihou and the ark which thou hast sanctified,"J

* Ps. Uvi. 7. f I" Comment. ad Cap. VII. Irate v. 14.

J Ps. exxxi. 8.
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and he also alluded to Mary, when he said : " God is our king

before ages : he hath wrought salvation in the midst of the

earth ; " * words which St. Bernard thus explains : " The

womb of Mary is called with admirable propriety ' the midst

of the earth,' since those who dwell in heaven, and those who

are beneath the earth ; those who lived before us, and we

who are now alive ; those who come after us, and all their

posterity, all turn their eyes to Mary as the centre, as to

wards the ark of God, as towards the reason of all things,

as towards the hope of all ages. The inhabitants of heaven

admire her to rejoice and be consoled : those who are under the

earth, by which I mean those in limbo and in Abraham's

bosom, to be delivered : those who went before us to be found

faithful and true in their prophecies : those who followed

them to be glorified. O mother of God, sovereign of the world,

queen of heaven, all generations shall call thee blessed, be

cause thou hast given to all life and glory. In thee, O Mary,

the angels find joy, the just grace, and sinners pardon ; and

well do all creatures turn their eyes to thee, because in thee,

and by thee, that is to say, by thy divine Son, the merciful

hand of the Almighty has created in a new and spiritual

manner, all that he created in the beginning." f

This prophecy of David . concerning Mary is echoed by

his son, Solomon, when he says : "Wisdom hath built her

self a house, she hath hewn her out seven pillars." J The

prophet, according to the interpretation of the Holy Fathers,

understands that the wisdom of God, the coeternal Word of

the Father, the virtue, of God, Jesus Christ who is God, made

• Ps. Ixxiii. 12. t Serm. II. in fest Pentec. n. 4.

J ST. ATuANASIrs, f>iup. contra Ariuun.—ST. AUGUSTINE, De ffritaie Del, v. 20.

ST. IGNATIUS MARTYI:, Fpkt. ad Pkilipp.—ST. JEROME, in Ct:p. VII. Isaia.—ST.

EriPHANies, ffierea Ixxiii.— ST. AEDREW of Crete, Ornt, in Salnt. Anyel.—ST. BO.NA-

VENTUEE, in Spec. lect. vi

r>
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himself an abode in the womb of Marv, where, on proceeding

from the bosom of the Father, he assumed the human form.

The womb of Mary is then the house, the temple of the Word

made flesh. The fuluess of the Divinity dwells in that tem

ple, where he hath hewn out seven pillars to support and

adorn it ; that is, which he hath enriched with the theological

and cardinal virtues ; or rather, as St. Bonaventure says,

he infused into the soul of Mary the seven graces of the Holy

Ghost, in order to render it, by faith and works, an abode

worthy of the divinity." *

According to the opinion of St. Bernard and other Fa

thers, f Solomon also prophesied of Mary, when seized with

admiration he exclaimed : "Who shall find a valiant woman ?

far and from the uttermost coasts, is tli ! price of her."J

Now what creature was ever more valiant than Mary ?

She was so valiant that, according to the divine promise, she

crushed the head of the infernal serpent who impelled the

first man to evil.

The whole Canticle of Canticles § maybe considered as

* ST. BONAVENTURE, nt lUplV,.

t ST. BERNARD, Serm. 72 tfe Die. ST. AUGUSTINE, Serm. 56 et 58 de Die. ST.

EuiPHANies, nt supra. ST. GuEt;muY, MNNHL Mor. Catena Patrum Griec.

J Proverbs xxxi. 10.

§ I shall, I think, please the learned reader by relating here how Monsignore

Joseph de Senegallia, better known by the psendonyme of " Neral Castrimeniano,"

has employed the Canticle of Canticles iu a saered poem, entitled " The Suna-

mitess ; " this poem, written with charming grace, is an allegory on the Blessed

Virgin. The illustrious author first explains the subject of the Canticle, according

to the Holy Fathers and Doctors of the Church, a d alter relating how Solomon,

enamored of the beauty of the Sunamitess, chose her as his spouse and erowned her

Queen of Palestine ; how the Jews were jealous to see a foreigner raised to so high

a rank, and how to escape the wrath of her enemies the young Sunamitess, after

the royal nuptials, left the court and city of Jerusalem, with Solomon's consent,

to become a shepherdess, till her virtue was acknowledged, and she recalled by

the people and \ reclaimed quecu amid the universal applause. Monsignorc de

CHUB;
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a prophecy relative to the Blessed Virgin, who is the Creator's

daughter of predilection. In fact, the Holy Fathers say that,

in the Canticle of Canticles, Solomon predicts the Blessed

Virgin, under various figurative expressions, some of which

we shall select. First, with St. Jerome and St. Bernard, *

we find her predicted under the pleasing image of a land

where the flowers of the fields and the lily of the valleys bud

forth. Now the earth of the fields differs from a garden, in

its producing flowers spontaneously without man's sowing or

cultivating them ; so by a miracle of grace, and without

man's intervention, the womb of the Blessed Virgin Mary

produces the ever-verdant flower, which is Jesus Christ. We

contemplate Mary, in that garden enclosed on every side,

where the rarest and most charming flowers are planted, of

every hue and every odor, and where the ancient serpent

cannot glide in nor distil his venom. She appears to us un

der the figure of a lily amid thorns, showing herself such by

her spotless purity, candid like the lily, like it fragrant in the

odor of every virtue, intact amid the thorns which protect

Senegallia proceeds thus : " This fact, with others drawn from tho saered text, is

the subject of this poem, where the Sonamitess represents the Virgin chosen by

God among all ereatures, to be the Mother of the Word and the Queen of the Uni

verse. It is under the veil of allegory, the war which the rebel angels, on this

occasion enkindled in heaven ; it is the mo^t pure conception of the \ irgin and her

birth on earth, where she practised oil the most sublime virtues, especially hu

mility and resignation to the divine will, so that at the ulose of her mortal curcor

she was called by her Son toglnry, and rnised above all the heaveuly spirits. Let the

reader then keep the Blessed Virgin ever before his eyes, because she alone is the

real subject of this poem ; the Sunamitess, who triumphs in Jerusalem, is no other

than the Virgin exalted and erowned in heaven ! " The learned and pious antho -,

at the close of his saered poem, adds an explanation from the Canticle of Cunti-

cles, and justifies by texts from the Holy Fathers and Doctors all that he applies

to the Blessed Virgin in the allegory. The edition of the work published by Rossi,

at Rome, in 1739, is adorned with highly esteemed engravings.

* ST. BERNARD, De Ade. Dom., Serm. II.—ST. JERO.ME, ut euprn.
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it, because she was to be, by an extraordinary miracle, at once

virgin and mother. Finally, with St. John Damascenus,0

we behold her predicted under the figure of a sealed fountain,

giving rise to a pure and limpid stream, that is, to the course

of the life of Jesus, without breaking the seal of her Virgin

ity.

Mary, the ornament of the world by her virtues, is predict

ed not only in this beantiful one of Solomon, in whom there

never was the shadow of a fault, but also in the early dawn,

in the silent beauty of the moon, in the dazzling splendor of

the sun, in the woman who advances so terrible at the head

of an army ranged in battle array. And if Mary, as St.

Bonaventure says, is like the Aurora,f how has she not scat

tered the dark night of sin ? Hallowed in her mother's

womb, she was nurtured in the light of grace, and brought

forth the Eternal Sun of Justice, who inundated her with his

splendor before he was seen on earth. And if she is like the

silver moon, when that planet is in its fulness, how could

Mary be anght but all beantiful, since she is fully illuminated by

the Eternal Sun of Wisdom and Truth, which is God, whose

effulgence she reflects on the whole universe ? And if it

shines after the likeness of the sun, which alone of all crea

tures can strikingly represent the Eternal Sun of Justice,

what is this but to say, that as the sun by its light surpasses

all the other orbs of light, so Mary shines with a greater

glory than all the other Saints in heaven, those luminous stars

that surround and adorn the throne of God ? Is she not as

terrible as an army ranged in battle array, she who overcame

the proud enemy of the human race, and who alone has de

stroyed all the monsters of heresy which have appeared in

the world, as the Church chants in her honor ?

• He Darmit. Viry. Orat. II. f In Spec. lect. 7 ct lect. 11.
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The prophet Isaias predicts our august Queen still more

clearly. " In the last days, the mountain of the house of the

Lord shall be prepared on the top of mountains, and it shall

be exalted above the hills, and all nations shall flow unto it."*

On this text of the prophet, Pope St. Gregory thus speaks :

" Under the name of this mountain, we may well consider

the august Virgin Mary, mother of God, inasmuch as she

was truly like a mountain by the eminent dignity to which

she was predestined, and that she rose above all God's chosen

creatures. Under this image of an elevated mountain, who

can refuse to recognize Mary, who, judged worthy to conceive

the Eternal Word, rose by her merits above all the choirs of

angels and reached the very throne of the divinity ? The

inaccessible elevation of this mountain is well prophesied in

these words of Isaias : ' In the last days,' that is, at the time

of the coming of the Messias, ' the mountain of the house

of the Lord shall be prepared on the top of mountains.' In

fact this mountain was above the summit of the mountains,

inasmuch as Mary's glory outshone the glory of all the saints.

Now the mountain designates elevation, as the house signifies

abode ; the words mountain and house, therefore, suit Mary

perfectly, since, enriched with incomparable merits she pre

pared in her virginal womb an abode for the only Son of God.

She would not be the mountain placed on the top of moun

tains, if her divine fruitfuluess had not raised her above all

the choirs of angels : she would not be the house of the

Lord, if the Divinity of the Eternal Word of the Father,

had not, under the veil of humanity, chosen her womb as his

abode/'f

On the throne where the same prophet sees the Lord seated,

the Holy Fathers also recognize the Blessed Virgin ; and in-

::*,,<<

• Isaias ii. 2. t In 1 Kings ch. i. ii. iii.
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deed the Son of God descended from heaven into the chaste

womb of Mary, as into his own sanctnary ; for Mary, by the

singular graces with which she was endowed, was found wor

thy to give him both her flesh and her blood. Hence St.

John Damascenus, addressing Mary, says : " Thou art that

royal throne which angels surround with respect, to adore

their Creator and King abiding there."0

According to the Fathers,f the very virgin whose child-

bearing the prophet announces, that is Mary, is also foretold

under the image of that prophetess whom Isaias:}: ap

proached to understand the words which by God's order he

had written in his book. The name of prophetess, as St.

Basil remarks, snits her perfectly, both because she pro

phesied truly in her celebrated Canticle, the Magnificat, and

because Isaias approached her by God's order to learn the

signification of the words which he himself had written in his

book by God's dictation. Now on beholding in spirit this

virgin prophetess become frnitful and bear a son who was to

be called " Hasten to take away the spoils," the prophet un

derstood the mystery which God had dictated to him ; in fact,

Christ, born of a Virgin, overcame the devil, and qnickly

despoiled him of all his conquests.

Isaias § still more clearly predicts her when he says :

" Behold a virgin shall conceive and bear a son, and his name

shall be called Emmanuel."|| In these words, as St. Jerome

* Orat. I. de Dorm. Viry,

t TERTtru.r/N, xviii.—EUSERIUS, Demons!. Evaugul. VII. iii.—CYRILLUS ALEX.

Orat. in Pasch.—GEEOOIIY NAZIANZEN, in loc. hunc, &c.

Isaias viii. 3. § Isaias viL 14.

In Cap. vii. Isuiic ch. ii All the cireumstances indicated in this prophecy

nre fully realized in Jesus, the Son of Mary. The Jews, to meet this argument,

which proves the coming of the Messias, maintain that the word viryin does not

entirely correspond to the Hebrew word halma, which signifies only a young girl ;

 



LIFE OF THE BLESSED VIRGIN.

well observes, we must not understand merely a virgin who

preserved her virginity till marriage, but a virgin remaining

such after childbirth, a unique virgin, the Virgin by excel

lence. All these things are verified solely in the Blessed

Virgin Mary, as she alone conceived without losing any thing

of her purity, and bore a son, who being the Word made

flesh, dwelling among men, was the true Emmanuel. Hence

St. Matthew, after relating the admirable conception of the

Son of God, by the operation of the Holy Ghost in the

chaste womb of Mary, concludes thus : " Now, all this was

done that it might be fulfilled, which the Lord spoke by the

prophet saying : Behold a virgin shall be with child and

bring forth a son, and they shall call his name Emmanuel,

which being interpreted is, God with us."*

Can we but understand as said of Mary, what the same

prophet writes in another part of his prophecies : "And there

shall come forth a rod out of the root of Jesse, and a flower

and with this they hope to annihilate the dogma of Mary's perpetual virginity.

Bnt this is vain, as the Hebrew radical halam, from which ktlma is derived, does

not mean merely a very young girl, but a concealed viryin, whom no man has ap

proached. St. Jerome (Comment. on Isai., lib. iii.), who of nil commentators and

interpreters of Holy Scripture wns best aequainted with Hebrew, maintains, fear

less of any refutation that the Jews could allege, that halma in the Holy Serip

ture signifies a pure virgin, in all her innocence, but never a married woman.

And Luther, who made so deplorable a use of mnch real science, exclaims with

characteristic vehemence : " If by chance there can be found a Jew or any other

Hebraizer who can show me in any passage, the word halma signifying a woman

in any state and not a virgin, I will give him a hundred florins," &c. (Works, VIII.

129.) Mahomet, too, thus renders his testimony to Mary : " Mary, daughter of

Imram, who preserved her virginity, and we had sent our Spirit upon her, aiid she

made us believe the word of the Lord and his Holy Seripture." The Seventy, the

Chaldaic Paraphrase, Onkelos, Jonathan, all the venerable series of Fathers have

explained the word halma by viryin, and Mary, virgin before, during, and after the

birth of our Lord, will to the shame of her enemies ever be the object of our

admiration and pious love.

* Matthew i. 22.

\L»i
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shall rise up out of his root."* The Holy Fathers and in

terpreters all accord in saying that the rod is the Blessed

Virgin ; the flower, Christ ; and the root, the family of

David. The gentle St. Bernard explaining this prophecy,

says : " It is evident that the Blessed Virgin mother of God

is the rod, and that her divine Son is the flower ; pure and

ruddy flower, chosen out of thousands ; a flower on which

the very angels long to fix their gaze ; a flower whose balmy

perfume recalls the dead to life, and the flower too of the

fields and not of the garden. But O Virgin," pursues the

Saint, " thou art the sublime rod ! And to what a height

rises the summit of thy sanctity ! Thou risest to him who

is seated on the throne, to the God of majesty ! O truly

heavenly plant, most precious and most holy ! O true tree of

life, worthy to bear the fruit of salvation ! f"

Isaias foretells the Blessed Virgin still better, when after

having, with all the desires of his heart, described the vic

torious Cyrus, that liberator of the Jews, who was to be a

figure of Christ, the prophet, animated by the Spirit of God,

takes his flight upwards and soars to the true liberator Jesus,

who is the end of all prophecy, and cries : " Drop down dew,

ye heavens, from above, and let the clouds rain the just ; let

the earth be opened and bud forth a Saviour,"J thus urging

on the happy day when the quickening Spirit should descend

on the Virgin, and she fructified by him should bear a son,

that the riches of heaven might become riches of earth, and

that heaven and earth should form only one single field,

a single germination. Now this earth which was to produce

the precious fruit of life, perfectly prefigures Mary. The

Seraphic Doctor also compares her to the earth : " What is

more humble or more useful," says he, " than the earth ?

 

* Isaias xi. 1. f Sermon II. in Adv. Dom J Isaias xlv. 8.
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We all tread the earth beneath our feet yet live on its fruits.

Do we not draw from the fuluess of the earth our food and

clothing, bread and wine, wool and linen, and all necessaries

of life ? What then is more humble, or more useful than

the earth ? So too, what is more humble or more useful than

Mary ? By her humility she is the lowest of all creatures,

and by her fruitfuluess she is the most useful ; for, from

whom do we receive what is necessary to our spiritual life,

except from Mary ? "* The earth for Adam bore only thorns

and brambles ; but, at the coming of Christ, justice germed

on the earth, and from it sprung the just, apostles, martyrs,

virgins, confessors. Finally, Mary was foretold by the pro

phet under this image of the earth, because supernaturally

fructified by the Holy Ghost, she bore our Redeemer, Jesus

Christ, from whom and by whom we receive all graces which

lead to eternal happiness. " Therefore," adds the Holy Doc

tor, " Isaias predicts Mary when he says : ' Let the earth be

opened and bud forth a Saviour.'

Manyhave believed that Balaam was a false prophet or ma

gician who rendered himself famous by his divinations or pre

sages, and the apostle St. Peter himself calls him mad ; f yet

as the Holy Scripture speaks in such a way as leads us to sup

pose him a prophet of the true God, we shall cite his prophecy

also. Invited by Balac King of Moab to curse the children of

Israel, he on the contrary poured forth blessings upon them ;

and coming to encouraging hopes for that people, he predicts

with singular clearness the time of the Messias' coming. Aloft

on the rugged mountain of Pharga, with incoherent and

mysterious words, he cries ; "I shall see him, but not now. I

shall behold him, but not near. A star shall rise out of Jacob,

and a sceptre shall spring up from Israel ; and shall strike the

t 2 Peter ii. 16.
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chiefs of Moab, and shall waste all the children of Seth."0

These expressions, which directly regard the Messias, called

in the Apocalypse "the bright and morning star," may also

perfectly apply to her whom the Church salutes justly under

the beautiful name of " Morning Star" and " Star of the Sea."

If God by the voice of the prophets was pleased to make

known to the Jewish people his first-born among the daugh

ters, he did not even abandon those who dwelt in the unhap

py blindness of heathendom. Foreseeing that few would

hearken to the inspired prophecies of the Hebrews, he raised

up in various parts of the world, maidens, who, as St. Jerome

assures us,f had as the reward of their chastity the signal

privilege of announcing the future, whence they were called

Sibyls. And here, we shall remark with Saint John Damas-

cenus4 that those distingnished for the clearness with which

they spoke of Mary were the Sibyls of Erythrca, Tibur,

and Cumsa. They first revealed the beanteous name of Mary

in these words : " A mother named Mary shall spring from

the race of the Jews, and of her shall be born, by the sole

power of the Holy Spirit, the Son of God called Jesus ; and

she shall be a virgin before and after his birth, and her son

shall be at once true God and true man." The second reveals

the happy land that is to be the home of the Man-God :

" Christ shall be born in Bethlehem, he shall be announced

in Nazareth : happy the mother who shall nurture him with

her milk." Finally, the Cumaean, as St. John Damascenus

m

1

* Numbers xxv. 17.—Balaam by saying, " I shall behold him, but not neur,"

intends to convey the idea that his descendants ..lull see him ; as in fact they did

in the person of the Wise Men, who camo to adore Jesus in the stable at Beth

lehem, as soon as the star, which annonnced his birth, appeared in the heavens.

The ancient rnlers of the Synagogue so understood it, and applied this sublime pro

phecy of Balaam to the Messias. See Marehini and other commentators.

t Lib. I. adv. Jovin. £ Hom. II. de iis qni in fid. migrant.

I
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says, predicts not only that the Magi, led hy a star, will come

to adore, in the arms of his virgin mother, the King of the

heavenly hosts, borne by her, but also penetrating still further

in thought, she predicts that in the last age the Son of God

shall be humbled.'7'

* In Curthagenus (Lib. III. Horn. viii. De dupl. Christ. untiv.), the sibyl's

words are thus given : The Erythrean, " Exurget mater de stirpe Judteorum,

nominsc Maria, ct proereubitur ab ca sine cmmmixtione viri, de Spiritu Sancto,

Filius Dei, nomine Jesus, et ipsa virgo ante partum et post partum ; qui vero ab

ea nascerur erit verus Dens, verusque homo." The Tiburean : "Nascetur Chris-

tus in Bethlehem, annnntiabirur in Nazareth : felix mater enjus ubera lactabit."

The Cumtean : " In ultima tetute Immiliabitur Dens, humilbbitur proles divina."

Besides these three sibyls, the last of whom was called the Cumtean, because she

dwelt in a grotto near the village of Cumte ; there were many others, known by

different names, snch as Dciphobus, Demophila, Amalthtea, Hierophile ; the most

ancient being that of Dclphos, called Alemi, and sometimes Daphae. Euryphile

gave f. rth her oracles at Samoa ; the Hellespontic at Marpesus, a village on the

Hellespont ; the Phrygian at Ancyra ; the Libyan in Libya ; it will be remem

bered with pleasure that the sibyl of Tibur, called Albuna, prophesied not on the

banks of the Albuna or Anio, but in the sandy deserts of Africa. It is said that

from Lamia, daughter of Jupiter, the Sibylla of Africa, all these prophetesses took

the name of sibyls. "When Tarquin the Proud was building the famous temple of

Jupiter Opitolinus, a woman of strange form appeared before him, and offered

him for sale nine volumes, which .-he said she had herself composed. Unconscious

that this woman was one of the renowned sibyls, Tarquin disdainfully repulsed her.

Burning three of the books, the sibyl returned to the king asking the same price

for the remaining six. Accused of imposture she burnt three more ; and coming

to the king a third time, asked again the same sum for the three. Surprised at

this strange conduct, the king consulted the augurs, who blamed him, and bade

him buy the books at any price. He bought them, and the sibyl disappeared ;

these books were deposited in an urn of stone, which was placed under a vault of

the building they were raiding. Tarquin confided the custody of these books to

two persons, but the number of guardians was subsequently inereased to fifteen,

who formed the saered college of the Fifteen, and never ia extraordinary epochs

of the republic and empire, failcd to consult these sibylline books and apply the

orncles. Virgil in his fourth eclogue recalls these predictions, applying to the son

of Pollio what the Cumtean sibyl had foretold of the Redeemer, and so clear and

evident is the application, that some have regarded this eclogue as a prophecy rela

tive to the birth of Jesus Christ, so universally was it believed that the time for
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So great was the faith in these oracles throughout the

world, that according to St. Epiphanius, in his life of Jere-

mias, and of Dorotheas in his Symbol,0 temples were erect

ed with this inscription, " Virgini Pariturae," ''To the Virgin

Mother."!

According to all that we have stated in this and the pre-

ceeding chapter, we have clearly shown the sublimity, glory,

and me.rit of our august Lady whom God from the cradle of

the race promised to man as the future mother of the Redeem

ing Word of that Virgin whom God was pleased to hide be

neath the mysterious veil of so many symbols, announce

under so many figures, represent in so many invincible hero

ines, and predict by many prophetical oracles.

the coming of the Messias had arrived. Besides, whatever Virgil's opinion may

have been, it is certain that the Greek and Latin Fathers, zealous of proving the

trnth of the Catholic religion by arguments best adapted to convince those whom

they sought to instrnct, sometimes used the sibylline oracles. Clement of Alexan

dria (Stromata, lib. vi.), connsels such as conld not apply their undirstanding to

the study of the Catholic dogmas, to open the books of the Greeks, und read the

sibylline oracles tonching the Son of God who was to be burn of n virgin. St.

Cyril advises the reading of the sibylline books as containing predictions of the

trnths taught by faith. St. Augustine esteemed these books highly ; he even used

the eclogue we have cited, as an authority. Finally, Metaphrastes (April 8) states

that St. Procopius, martyr, used these predictions before Flavian, the judge and

persecntor of the Christians, in order to prove the dignity, name, and glory of

Mary, nnd the divinity of her Son.

s Lezioni istorichi e morali del P. Tomaso F. Rivero, ex-General of the Regu

lar Clerks of the Congregation of St. Paul, pt. 1, lect. 1 ct 3.

t The oratory which Elias bnilt on Mount Carmel was dedicated by him to

the Virgin Mother, " Virgini Parirune." This chapel was called semnsenm, which

means place dedicated to an empress ; now this empress can only he Mary, em

press of heaven and earth. (History of Monnt Curmcl, ch. xxxi.) [The Drnidical

temple at Chartres was also dedicated to the " Virgini Puriturse."]
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CHAPTER VI.

PARENTS OF THE BLESSEU VIRGIN.

holy mother of God, according to the prophetic

, was to be born of the tribe of .lu'la, and

of the royal race of David,* which in the unin

terrupted course of several centuries, gave first to the

throne of Israel, then to lhat of Juda, so many monarchs

illustrious for the sanctity of their lives, their glorious achieve

ments and splendid triumphs. But the sins of David's

kingly successors, and those of the people, drew on the Jew

ish nations the chastisements of Heaven ; among others, their

various captivities, and chiefly their long and dreary bondage

* The care of the Hebrews in registering the names of the members of their

families is well known. It' a brother dieJ ebildl -ss, another brother was bound to

marry the widow and prevent the extinction of the family ; this took place to keep

an exact account of the generations, for it was known to n. certainty that Christ

was to be born of the family of David. The confusion which hms taken place in

the descent of the Hebrew families since the birth of our Lord, is the best proof

of the coming of the Redeemer and the vanity of the present hopes of the Jews.
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at Babylon. After this captivity, the royal dignity lost its

splendor ; the power thenceforward exercised by princes and

governors was confounded with that of the sanhedrim, which

was soon but a shadow of power ; and towards the fuluess of

time, the sanhedrim sank so low as to be the slave of the

Cresars and of an Ascalonite king. So fallen from its gran

deur was the royal race of David, so obscure and wretched,

that his ignored descendants were mingled with the mechan

ics and shepherds. Nevertheless as Jesus Christ, so far as his

temporal generation was concerned, was to descend from the

royal stock, it follows that the happy parents of the first born

of the power, love and greatuess of God, were also to descend

in a right line from him. Although fallen then from the

splendor of the throne, and humbled by poverty, they could

not be more illustrious in nobility of blood, nor more glorious

by the renown of their ancestors ;* and this was to be so, as

Isaias had long before predicted it in these mysterious words :

" And there shall come forth a rod out of the root of Jesse,

and a flower shall rise up out of his root." The prophet,

says St. Jerome,^ employs the word root, because the root,

having neither leaves nor branches, expresses completely that

the mother of God was to be born of that family when

David's posterity should have lost the splendor of the throne

and diadem. Moreover, this seems entirely in accordance

with the admirable economy of the Incarnation of the Divine

Word, inasmuch as the Son of God, that almighty physician,

came into the world to heal our mortal wounds, of which the

deepest and most incurable is pride. He chose to be born of

poor, humble, obscure parents, rather than of rich and pow

erful ones, provided with all that pampers human pride, in

order to give us by example an efficacious remedy ; and that

* In cap. ii. Isai.
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the Virgin, chosen from all eternity to be his mother in time,

might resemble him, she, like him, was to descend from an

illustrious royal family fallen into obscurity, and was to lead

a life of humility amid shepherds and mechanics.

While the sacred books mention with honor the royal

birth of the blessed parents of our august lady, the most

blessed Mary, and name Zachary and Elizabeth, the parents

of Christ's precursor, it seems strange that the Evangelists

should be absolutely silent even as to the name of the for

tunate parents of the Blessed Virgin. Yet even this, well

pondered, turns to our greater advantage, as it teaches us not

to seek with vain curiosity what it is not necessary to know,

to despise earthly honor and greatuess, and detach our hearts

from all that worldly men esteem and so eagerly seek. More

over, it would have been useful to name Mary's blessed pa

rents only in case she received from them her greatest orna

ment, while in fact she reflects back on them the splendor of

her own glory, having herself become worthy to bear the

Incarnate Word. In this connection that holy bishop, car

dinal and doctor of the Church, Peter Damian, thus ex

presses himself: "There are some who, wishing to know

what is useless, seek with vain and excessive curiosity who

was the father and who the mother of Mary. They seek in

vain what the Evangelist has deemed it superfluous to relate ;

had this knowledge been necessary, so noble an historian

would not have neglected to give it to us, inasmuch as it is

the constant practice of the sacred writers never to say what

can injure, and never to omit what it is useful to know." *

This being so, let it suffice us to know, that from time-

immemorial it has been constantly held that the blessed pa

rents of the Immaculate Virgin were Joachim and Anne, both

« Hom. III. in Nativ. B. V. M.
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of very noble and very ancient origin, as Nicephorus relates.*

Their very names indicate the glorious lot reserved for them,

as Joachim means " Preparation of the Lord," and Anne sig

nifies "Grace of the Lord." These names, Joachim and

Anne,f have been handed down by a tradition which seems

to go back to their times, as we cannot say when it began,

and it is thus a certain proof.

Joachim was of the royal race of David, and born, accord

ing to tradition, at Bethlehem.J It is also a received opinion

that he afterwards went to Nazareth, a little town in Gali

lee, and that, in consequence of his poverty, he took up his

abode there. § This spot, contemptible in the eyes of carnal

 

• Hist. Eccl. lib. I.

t TILLEMONT, Note 3 on the life of the B. V. M.—BAILLET, Life of St. Joachim

and St. Anne ; and F. Perry, Exercise XVIIL

J The most common opinion is, that they were both born in Bethlehem. We

read indeed in the ancient breviary of Sixrus V., " Joachim, a Galilean of Naza

reth, of a royal race ; " and of St. Anne : " Anne, mother of the Virgin Mother

of God, daughter of Gaziri, of the tribe of Juda, born in Bethlehem." Fnlbert,

(in Act. Sanct. Bollandi, July 26, § 2, Comment. hist. n. 19,) says that St. Anne

was born at Bethlehem, and St. Joachim at Nazareth. ADRICONIUS (in Hierus.

n. 37. ' ZUELAED in Itiner. lib. III.) says that both were born in the largest city

of Galilee, called Sephora, or rather Sephorum, which some call also Diociesariea,

Some esteemed writers cited by Poza (Elucid. Deip. p. 233), and by Cuperus(n. 19),

maintain that the ancestors of St. Joachim retired into that stronghold when Judea

was desolated by the wars deseribed in the books of the Macchabees. Brocard,

adopting this opinion with regard to Joachim, says : " Two leagnes, south of Cana

in Galilee, h the city of Sephorum, where Joachim, the father of the Blessed

Virgin Mary is said to have been born." (Deserip. Terra Sanctor, da Cirit. Sephorum,

Nazareth et Atonte TkJw, p. 14, tom. IV. An'.ij. Canisii.)

§ This opinion seems quite probable to the Bollandists, and especially to Hen-

schenius, as appears by his Commrnt. hist. § 2, n. 7, 20th March. St. Jerome (tom.

IV. de Natic. \'iry.\ an author beyond suspicion, and well versed in biblical mat

ters, speaks very honorably ot' the condition of Joachim and Anne j and among

other things he sa\s that they divided their property into three parts ; the first for

the temple, the second for the poor, and the third they kept for themselves. They

did this for twenty years, and also made a vow to offer God in his temple the child

<
.•1
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and worldly men, was perfectly in accordance with that hu

mility which shone forth in every circumstance of Joachim's

life, and estimable, moreover, according to the infallible

maxims of the faith. Anne was the daughter of Matthew,

a priest of the tribe of Levi. She was born, it is believed, at

Bethlehem,* of the priestly family of Aaron : which seems

evident, inasmuch as Elizabeth, wife of Zachary the priest,

was, as a member of this family, cousin to the Blessed Virgin,

and niece of St. Anne. Thus by the marriage of Anne with

Joachim, were blended the royal and priestly lines, that no

glory should be wanting to her who was to be born of their

union, and be one day the mother of the expected Messias.

The life of this couple at Nazareth, was, in the words of

Scripture, a full life, because, devoting themselves to the di

vine service, they went on constantly increasing in grace.

And here, after the example of the Holy Doctors, we delight to

apply to Joachim and Anne what the angelic doctor says of

the Blessed Virgin Mary, namely, that she was full of grace,

because no creature was so near as she to the very source of

grace, Jesus Christ. Now we may piously believe that the

holy parents of our dear and august Queen, excepting Mary

and at a due distance, were more rich in grace and holiness

than all other creatures, since, after their blessed daughter, they

were least remote from that divine source. Were they not, in

fact, the grandparents "f Christ ? Was not Christ, according

to the flesh, their grandson ? Did they not communicate

their own substance to that beloved daughter, by whom the

whom they so ardently desired and for whom they raised to heaven so many fervent

prayers. We may combine these two opinions, and say that, rednced from their

ancient opulence, they were rednced to a modest fortune, without being in abso

lnte poverty.

• See the previous note as to the birth-place of St. Joachim, whore we also

speak of St. Anne.
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Eternal Word has put on our mortal flesh ? After these

considerations we must exclaim : "0 miracle of glory ! 0

prodigy of excellence and greatuess ! "

As they were rich in grace and sanctity, all beheld ad

mirably effulgent in them, the humility which modestly anni

hilates itself on the natal soil, and the resignation which

bends with docility beneath the divine will, and the mortifica

tion which joyously applies its powers to self-combat, and

frequent fasts united to abstinence which renders it more per

fect, and the devont psalmody which leaps and exults in the

praises of God, and holy reading which ever meditates on the

law of God, and heavenly contemplation which soars to God

and rests happily in him, and conjugal chastity which fears

the slightest stain, and the love of all virtues which renders

us beyond expression dear and agreeable to God. Hence St.

Epiphanius says : " The hand which had formed these two

hearts, had united them together in the sweetest bonds of

perfect love ; and they were a beautiful model of the interior

and perfect life. Joachim on the mountain raised to heaven

continued fervent prayers to qnicken the delivery of Israel ;'

and Anne in the privacy of her dwelling constantly of

fered herself a sacrifice to God in the fervor of her devout

prayer."0

It is therefore with good right that the same holy doctor

calls them the holy parents of a holy virgin, dear and agree

able to God, all the days of their life, by all the virtues with

which they were adorned. St. Andrew of Crete f calls Joa

chim " mild, modest, sober, nourished with the divine law and

constantly faithful to his God ; " and he calls St. Anne " a ten

der lover of God, ever temperate and ever chaste." St. John

Damascene from their sanctity concludes that of their daugh

* Oral, de laud. Viry. f De dormit. Deip., lib. I. ch. vil.
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ter, and calls them blessed.* He admires the august plant

which bore so fair a fruit, and he remarks that their actions

were worthy of God who chose them, and worthy of the Vir

gin who was born of them. And as, according to all tha

theologians, Fathers and Doctors,f when God chooses a crea

ture for any sublime work, or to invest it with any specific char

acter, he loads it with all the graces, enriches it with all the

gifts necessary to that work or that character, we may easily

imagine with what graces he must have enriched the souls of

these two spouses whom he had chosen to bless the whole

world ; for of them was to be born the Queen of the world,

the chosen Virgin, fair, pure, Immaculate Mary, by whom the

Eternal Word of the Father, the Creator and Lord of all

things, was to put on our mortal flesh.

Although many years had elapsed, no fruit was born of

their union. They were old, very old indeed, St. Jerome tells

us,^ and the unceasing tears which Anne shed in the pres

ence of God had not been able to render her fruitful. Ste

rility constantly exposed them to insult and derision, for it was

a reproach among the Hebrews, and regarded as a chastise

ment of Heaven ; the certainty which the Jews had that the

* Hom. I. de Virg. Marite natir.

f ST. THOMAS, S p. q. 27. art. 2 : Unicuique datur gratia secundum id ad quod

eligitur —ST. UI:RNARDIN, Senn. X. a. 2, c. 1. de B. V. : Regula firma est, quod

quando Dens aliquem aligit ad uliquam statum, omuin boni illl dispensat qute illi

i-'iiini necessaria sunt, et ilium copiose deconmt.—SUAREZ, in 3 p. Oi,p. 18, sect. 4 :

Dens nnicuique dat gratiam accommodatum stntui et muneri suo. This is con

formable to reason ; for it becomes God's infinite wisdom, gooduess, and power,

that in the economy of election and predestination, dependent on his will oud

pleasure, he gives the elect and predestined the means which, in his infinite

knowledge, he foresees necessary, that all may happen according to his eternal

disposition, and grants the graces suitable to the honorable accomplishment of the

mission which he confides. To doubt this, would be to offend against God's wis

dom, providence, power, &c.

J ST. JEROME, De A'ativ. Viry.
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Messias was to be born of a woman of their nation, caused

them all to consider barrenness as a manifest sign of repro

bation, as a malediction for the family.

Although they lived resigned to the divine will, they al

ways felt shame and regret that they could not nourish the

hope of being numbered among the progenitors of the Re

deemer.

On account of their age, for Anne had almost reached her

sixtieth year, they had no hopes of arising from this great

humiliation, a humiliation experienced still more sensibly on

an occasion which we shall state. They had gone to Jerusa

lem to celebrate, according to custom with all the Jewish

people, the Enctenia or feast of the Dedication,* and alsoj;o

offer their presents to the Lord. Now it happened that

when Joachim and Anne approached the altar to present

their offering, Issachar the priest,")" instead of receiving it

with the usual courtesy and piety, not only refused it, but

publicly loaded Joachim with reproach on account of his wife's

sterility, as if this providential barrenness were a punishment

from God. While on the one side this divine wisdom per

* The feast of the Dedication of the Temple wns called in Greek Encsenia. It

was celebrated at Jerusalem, every year, with great solemuity, in the month of

December, the Caslen of the Jewish year. It was instituted to recall the memory

of the dedication made by Judas Macchabens, after the temple had been profaned

by Antiochus, 170 B. C. We find that this feast was celebrated with great joy,

with an octave like that of the Tabernacles (2 Mac. x.) : and it wns unanimously

deereed among the Jews, that it should be annually celebrated with the same

pomp. The people always gathered- to it in erowds, moved by a feeling of piety,

or joy at having been delivered from Grecian bondage. The Hebrews had two

other solemuities of the same name ; the Dedication of the Temple by Solomon,

and that in memory of Zorobabel and the return from the Babylonian captivity.

t The name of this priest is uncertain. Eustace calls him Ruben, and St.

Jerome, Isaac. He was certainly not a high-priest, as his name is not in the

catalogue of Hebrew pontiffs. He was, doubtless, a priest of the secoud order,

appointed to receive offeiings.
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fected their virtue to render them worthy to bear the mother

of Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the other he prepared her ad

mirable conception by a miracle of his grace. All the

Fathers agree in saying that God wished Mary to be born of

sterile parents, in order to make it evident that the august

child had not been begotten by the concupiscence of the

flesh, but by divine grace.* In fact, God, who exalteth the

humble, was not long in rewarding the faith, hope, and pray

ers of these blessed spouses by overwhelming them with a joy

the greater as it was the less expected, and with a glory the

more sublime as the Virgin, the fruit of their long delayed

fecundity, was to be more great, more admirable, more holy,

and more worthy.

According to St. Epiphanius, St. John Damascenus, and

St. Germanus,f when Joachim and Anne left the temple af

ter the reproach addressed to them by Issachar, they resolved

to renew their prayers in order to obtain of the divine good

ness the fruit of benediction ; and as solitude favors recol-

lecteducss of mind, Joachim retired alone to the top of a

mountain ; and Aune in the little garden of the house which

Joachim possessed at Jerusalem. In this retreat, uniting

fervent prayers to fasting, they earnestly begged God to take

away their reproach, by granting a child to their desires ; and

like the prophetess Anne, the mother of Samuel, who, in a

similar position, implored the Almighty with humble confi

dence and lively ardor, and was heard, Anne with tears re

newed the promise, that if God granted her a child, she

would consecrate it to the service pf the temple ; Joachim

» ST. ILDEPHONSUS, Serm. III. de Natia. B. V. if.—ST. JOHN DAMASC;'.NUS,

Orat. I. de jVarie.—ST. GERMANUS, Orut. de Natw. I>dp.—NiCEPHORus, Hist £cctoi.

lib. I. c. vii., and others.

f See last note. 
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by a special inspiration of the Holy Ghost made the same

prajer and the same promise.

The humility of the two spouses was not unrewarded ;

their prayer had its fruit. According to St. Germanus, while

they were in contemplation, the Almighty deigned to send

them an angel—according to St. Jerome the angel Gabriel*—

to announce that the divine clemency had heard their prayer,

and that, joy superabounding in the heart where humility,

hope and faith had abounded, Anne the wife of Joachim

should become fruitful. It is more easy to imagine than to

describe the peace and joy which these two elect souls of

God enjoyed ; for Anne did not, like Sara, doubt the heavenly

messenger ; nor Joachim like Zachary, the father of the Bap

tist. Hence, full of gratitude to that God who disposes all

things sweetly, they both proceeded to the temple according to

the direction of the angel, and met before the golden gate ;

and entering together, they offered to the Most High the most

heartfelt thanksgiving for the favor which they had obtained.

Soon after the angel's message, Anne was in fact delivered

from her ignominious sterility, and became pregnant of Mary,

who had been predestined, from all eternity, to conceive in her

immaculate womb, and to bring forth in time the Word

made flesh.

All the admirable economy of grace, or the principle of

* ST. JEROME, De Nativ. Viry.—St. Epiphmnins and St. Nieephorus assure us,

according to tradition, that God, by the ministry of an angel, made known to

Joachim and Anne the conception of Man,'. Theologians, laying down as a prin

ciple, the doctrine of St. Ambrose (De In.it. riiy. c. 5), when he snys : " Viryo a

nulla Ulustrium sanctorum rincitur in prinleyii.i yrntiu" derive this as a consequence.

This opinion is also proved by analogy ; angels announce to Sara the conception

of Isaac ; an angel aouounced to Manne that of Sampson ; an angel promised

Rebecca the birth- and predilection of Jacob ; an archangel announced to Zachary

the predestined John the Baptist ; »!:ould not an angel announce to Anne the

speedy conception of the Immaculate Mother of the elect ?
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the superhuman work of Redemption, had its origin in the

conception of Mary, who was the blessed fruit of Anne and

Joachim ; and if the tree is known by its fruit, what was not

the sanctity of the parents of her who became the mother of

sanctity itself? * In these events, full of profound mystery,

let us admire how the divine wisdom not only wished to show

us, as far as it is given to mortals to see, with what sanctity

and greatuess she should be enriched and adorned who was

chosen to bear the Eternal Word, but also, that, come into

the world by so solemn a miracle herself, she was granted to

the earth rather by grace than by nature. Anne's barrenness

was not then a chastisement, a penalty merited by her, but

rather an admirable design of divine providence, to show us

that the conception of our Most Holy Lady surpassed in

every way the laws of nature ; and was, moreover, an addi

tional proof, that at times in this life, the faithful observer

of the divine law suffers pains the more grievous, in propor

tion as the glory and felicity which God designs to bestow

upon them even in this life, are greater.

* If we do not know the precise time when the holy parents of the Most Blessed

Virgin began to be honored with special rite, it is at least eredible that the Chris

tians began to honor them at an early date ; nevertheless, the Church has rendered

them a soleum and universal Cultus ouly since the time of Gregory XIII., who first

instituted the feast of St. Anne with a double office, and under Gregory XV. who

instituted the feast of St. Joachim in 1623. We have sufficient testimony for the

belief that these two saints were held in great honor in the Church from the

earliest ages. Not ouly does St. Epiphanius, in a discourse composed in honor of

the Blessed Virgin, speak in elegant praise of St. Joachim, as grandfather of Jesus

Christ, but also St. John Damascenus, in three discourses on the Nativity of Mary,

pronounces a noble enlogy of St. Joachim and St. Anne, as we have noted. St. Au

gustine, who nourished before St. John Damascenus, in his works against Faustus,

the Manichean, blames that heresiareh for saying that St. Joachim was a priest

of the tribe of Levi, and shows that he was descended from the royal tribe of Juda.

We have a still more manifest proof as to St. Anne, for we read in the Greek

Menology that the Emperor Coumenus took care that their feast was annually cele

brated. See BENEDICT XIV. De Festii (Ven. 1792), p. 257.

 



 

 

THE IMMACULATE CONCEPTION OF THE BLESSED VIRGIN MARY.

,VERY age in rivalry sought the glory of giving

birth to that thrice holy Virgin * whom God, in

his infinite mercy, had promised to guilty Adam,

and whom he had predestined from all eternity, to

bring forth in time the Divine Messias. But be

fore time had begun, the happy age when this

blessed creature was to be conceived was foreseen in God's

decrees. This glory was reserved to the fortieth century

from the creation. In the eighty-sixth year f of that happy cen

* Certabaat stecula quodunra de ortu Virginia gloriuretur.

t It is an ancient and generally received opinion, that the Blessed Virgin left

the temple, married to St. Joseph, at the age of fourteen or fifteen, us St. Fulbert

of Chartres, according to tradition affirms. It is an opinion equally known, as we

see by the Epistle of St. Ignatius to the Ephesians, that the angelic aouunciation

took place four months after her marriage. On the other hand, it is proved that

the Redeemer was born at Bcthlrhem, of the Blessed Virgin Mary, in the year

of the world 4002, the 42d year of the reign of the Emperor Augustus Ctesar ;

now the age of the Blessed Virgin, with the year between her marriage and the
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tury, on the day corresponding to the eighth of our month of

December,* Ctesar holding the empire of the world, and Herod

the great, the kingdom of Judea, was conceived, for our joy,

the Blessed Virgin Mary, our Queen and Mother, whose life

we in spite of our unworthiness have undertaken to write.

According to St. John Damascenus, St. Germanus and St.

Jerome,"!" this event is extraordinary and prodigious ; not

only because Joachim and Anne, already aged, were chosen

to give being to this fruit of election, in order that this ad

mirable pledge, though naturally produced, should seem di

vinely given, but more prodigious still, in that this blessed

creature was conceived without the horrible stain of original

sin, with which all Adam's unfortunate race without excep

tion are born contaminated.

It would, doubtless, at any time have outraged the piety

of the faithful, to utter the least doubt as to this singnlar

privilege which God granted to Mary [and would now be a

heresy, since the illustrious Pontiff, Pope Pius IX., has, with

birth of Our Saviour make sixteen years, which gives 3986 as the year when the

Immaculate Conception took place. To be further convinced, the reader may

consult Father Graveson's treatise, DC mysteriis et anuis Christi, Dissert. I. § 1 .

* This is proved by a Novella of Emmanuel Comuenus, cited by Theodore

Balsamon (Obsenr. on Photius). Speaking of the Feasts to be celebrated by the

people, the Emperor says : " The ninth of December, because then the Conception

of the Mother of our God is celebrated." See BENEDICT XIV., De Fe«tii, Jem et

Maria Virymw, ch. xv. § 3.

t Atque ex membris senilibus, et longe a nature: fervore alienls, tanquam qni-

dam divinitus datus fructus, producta. ST. JOHN DAMASCENES.—Dedit sterili sobo-

1cm, quam ad Denm fusa pneseminavit oratio. ST. GERMANUS.—Nou libidinia est

quod nascitur, sed divini muneris agnoscitur. ST. JEROME.—Add to this the excel

lent argument of similitude : Isaac, a figure of the Redeemer, was conceived by

the barren Sara ; Samuel, who became so celebrated as high-priest and prophet,

vas conceived by the sterile Anne ; the precursor of the Divine Messias was born

of parents advanced in years ; consequently, it seems that Mary, who was to be

the Mother of the Redeemer, should also be bom of old and sterile parents.
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the unanimous request and consent of the prelates and fathers

of the faithful throughout the world, proclaimed it a dogma of

faith, clearly defining] what the holy Council of Trent teaches

in its celebrated decree,* establishing the dogma of the transmis

sion of Adam's sin to all his race, but proclaiming the Blessed

Virgin Immaculate, and expressly declaring that it was not

the intention of the Fathers of the Council to include Mary

in that decree.

Yet, in order to excite the devotion of the faithful to

wards our Queen, so privileged by grace, we believe it best to

set forth in a purely historical method, and with all possible

brevity, the chief reasons [on which the decree was founded]

and for which the clients of Mary have ever claimed for her

this noble privilege, which gives her the glory of never having

been the slave of the devil.

It is surely an indubitable doctrine, generally received by

all the Fathers of the Church, that Mary, Mother of God,

was exempt from almost all the laws common to other women ;

whence it follows clearly that she was exempt from the law

of original sin.

In fact, without discussing whether she was conceived

physically,f which is unimportant in this question, or whether

her soul by a prodigy of grace, was united to her body at the

very moment of her conception, is it not of faith that Mary,

* Declarat, tumen htec ipsa Sancta Synodus, non esse snse intentionis compro-

hcudere in hoc deereto, ubi do peccato originali agitur, IV itam et Immaculataun

Virginem Mariam Dei Genitricem ; sed observandas esse constituDones fel. rec.

Sixti Papte IV., sub poems in iis eonstitntionibus contentis, quas innovat.

t Conception is also very reasonably divided into active and passive. Tho

active or physical, regards the generation of the body and its organization ; the

passive, as Benedict XIV. (De festis Domini nostri Jesu Christi, Beato Maris Vir-

ginis et quorumdum sanctorum}, with other theologians teaches, is effected when

God animates the body already formed and organized. Holding as an article of

faith, that Christ alone was conceived by woman, without marital concourse, some
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remaining a pure virgin, supernaturally and by the operation

of the Holy Ghost conceived Jesus the blessed fruit of her

chaste womb ? Is it not a common law to all women to bring

forth in pain ? while Mary, as the Angelic Doctor,* and with

him all the Holy Fathers and Doctors declare, experienced

on the contrary an ineffable joy and an unspeakable delight

in the birth of her Divine Son. la it not a law common to

all the children of Adam to be subject to commit at least

some venial sin, some involuntary fault ? while, according to

the testimony of the Fathers and Doctors, the Blessed Virgin

remained not only pure from all venial sin, but even from all

involuntary concupiscence. Is it not a law common to all

the children of Adam, that their bodies should return to the

dust from which they sprang ? while from all antiquity the

Church celebrates the memorable day, when angels bore to

heaven the glorified body of Mary ? If Mary, then, by reason

of her sublime dignity as Mother of the Eternal Word, was

miraculously exempted from all these laws, and others too,

Fathers and theologians, nevertheless, wish to remark prodigies in the active Con

ception of the Blessed Virgin Mary in her mother's womb. These prodigies arc :

1st. that Mary was begotten, as we have said, by parents already chilled by age;

2d. that her body was formed, if not in an instant, as some say, at all events in a

few hours ; which they prove, because 1st. the Church teaches that God prepared

himself a worthy abode in the soul and in the body of Mary, and never effects his

works slowly ; 2d. the Church celebrates the feast of the Conception of the Blessed

Virgin, not in the sense of sanctification, that is to say, of the moment when she

was purified from sin, for example in the second instant, bnt in the meaning of the

union of her soul and body. It seems rational and pious then to conclude that the

body of Mary was united to the soul, ot the very moment when it was conceived,

for the Church renders honor only to sanctity : now, here below, among men,

smetity can subsist only with the body. Our tender love for the Blessed Virgin

would ever lead us to attribute to our glorious Queen, all possible gifts and

privileges, [and now that the Church hus detiued this, no other opinion can be

held.|

• ST. THOMAS, 3 p. q. 33. c. 6.
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how could she but be exempt from the law of original sin,

from the very moment when she was conceived ? And, again,

if the first Adam was a figure of the second Adam, that is

of Jesus Christ, would it not be to say, that the figure is

above the prefigured, if the former were moulded of virginal

earth, that is, of earth not yet struck with malediction, and

we make the latter born of an earth subject even for an in

stant to sin, and consequently to malediction ? If God, when

innocent Adam proceeded from his hands, prepared for his

abode a garden of delight, removed consequently from every

shadow capable of sullying its beauty, how could God, for the

abode of his Son, innocent by his nature, when about to be

born in time, prepare in the Virgin's womb a dwelling less

beautiful than Eden, and less exempt from every shadow of sin ?

If Jeremias and John the Baptist, were born pure and sanc

tified, should not Mary be distinguished and exempted from

all sin ? How could she gain the promised victory over the

serpent, if her pure soul had been for an instant sullied by

the impure breath of the demon.

These arguments acquire a still greater force when we

consider that the Church applies to Mary these words of Holy

Writ : " The Lord possessed me in the beginning of his ways,

before he made any thing from the beginning ... I was with

him." * How can these words be said in truth, if the Blessed

Virgin was for an instant sullied by sin ? And if Adam, as the

Angelic Doctor f teaches, had, as an infused habit, all the vir

tues which constitute the state of innocence ; if Mary, ac

cording to the opinion of the Fathers,^ surpasses in privileges

* Proverbs viii. 22-30.

t ST. THOMAS, 1 part, qiuest. 95, art. 3.

J Virgo a nullo illustrium sanctorum vincitur in privileges gratite. ST. AM

RROSE, Lib. De tustit. Viry.—Immeusa fuit gratia, qua ipsa plena fait, immensum
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and graces all the saints, and if she is that unique creature

chosen by God, and who has only God above her, how can we

but believe her to have been preserved from original sin ?

All know that Assucrus was a great and powerful

monarch, and that, in his power, he wished to exempt his

beloved Esther, the image of Mary, from the universal decree

which condemned to death all the innocent children of Israel.

Esther in a suppliant attitude, was seen, with her counte

nance bathed in tears, imploring the salvation of all, more

with tears than with words. What, cried Assuerus, what, O

my beloved ; couldst thou imagine that I, who chose thee out

amid that immense assemblage of fair maidens, who have

brought thee into my palace to share my royal couch and

throne, in the hope that thou wilt be the mother of a most

beauteous posterity, and the sweet protectress of my people,

how couldst thou suppose thyself included in the fatal edict

issued against thy nation ? I am thy brother ; fear not, thou

shalt not die, this law is for all but thee." * As Assucrus

chose to preserve Esther from death, so God wished that

Mary his daughter, his mother, his well-beloved spouse should

be exempted from original sin, and thus be immaculate ; hence

the Church well applies to her these words of Ecclesiasticus :

" I was exalted like a cedar in Libanus, and as a cypress

tree on Mount Sion as a fair olive tree in the plains.

enim vus non potest esse plenum, nisi immensum sit illud quo cst plenum. Maria

antem vas immensissimum fuit, ex quo ilium qui ceelo mujor est continero potuit.

ST. BONAVENTURE w Spec. c. V.—Quod foemina conciperet ct pareret Denm, es et

fuit miraculum miraculorum ; oportuit enim, ut sic dienm, fceminam elevari ad

quamdum iequalitem divinam per quamdam quasi infinitatem pert'ectionum et

gratiarum, quam tequalitatem ereatura unquam uon experta est. ST. BEEEARDINE,

Sermon LXI. ch. xvi.

* What is the matter, Esther ? I am thy brother, fear not. Thou shalt not

die : for this law is not made for thee, bnt for all others. Esther xv. 12, 13. This

word brother is often used in the Soriptures to express tender love.
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.... I gave a sweet smell like cinnamon and aromatical

balm ; I yielded an odor like the best myrrh. ... In me is

all grace of the way, and of the truth My memory

is unto everlasting generations. . . . My brook became a great

river, and my river came near to a sea : " 0. . . that is to say,

my sanctity is so great, that it alone is, as it were, near the

ocean of God's sanctity.

After this it is not difficult to resolve with regard to Mary

the question agitated by some theologians on these words of St.

Paul : "As in Adam all die, so in Christ all shall be made

alive." f In the first place, some theologians understand these

words in the emphatic sense, frequently employed in the

sacred writings ; J others, aided by the light of grace, without

stopping at this distinction, give an explanation which com

pletely reconciles the words of the apostle with the dogma

of the Immaculate Conception of Mary. There are, they

say, two modes of redemption ; one, that whereby we are all

ransomed through the merits of Jesus Christ, and the other is

the decree by which God has ordained that the Blessed Virgin

* Ecclesiastics xxiv. 17, 25, 28, 43. t 1 Corinth, xv. 22.

J The Holy Scriptures, as all the masters of biblical science teach, often use

emphatical propositions, which are not to be taken in an absolute and umversal

sease. Thus we read in the 1 15th Psalm, " Every man is a liar." This phrnse

is cited by the Apostle St. Paul, in his Epistle to the Romans (lii. 4). In the 13th

Psalm, " There is none that doeth good ; no, not one.'' This passage is also cited

by the Apostle in the same Epistle (iii. 10). In Isaias (Ixiv. 6) we read : " All

our justice is as the rag of a menstrnons woman." These and other like texts,

taken in an absolute and universal seuse, wmild be in contradiction with others in

Holv Scripture, fuch as : " Noe was a just and perfect man " i. Genesis vi. 9).—" The

just shall see and shall rejoice" (Job xxii. l0|.—"From the blood of Abel the

just," &c. (Matt. xxiii. 35). Now reason reqnires that one text should not con

tradict another. By not taking, then, the text of St. Paul in an absolute seuse, we

may say : " All die in Adam," although the Blessed Virgin did not die, that is, did

not sin in Adam.
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should be preserved from the universal contagion,* by anti

cipation of the redeeming death of the Saviour. Mary, thus

redeemed in the very instant of her conception, could appear

all fair and spotless, like the spouse in the Canticle of Can

ticles, who is called " all fair " by Solomon.f

Passing to the question of the mode of the transmission

of original sin,^ we may easily regard the human race as a

single family, which, in consequence of the crime of treason,

has been condemned, in the person of its head, to lose liberty,

property, and all the honors which it enjoyed, as long as it

was faithful to the sovereign ; and it is beyond all doubt, that

if the father had not fallen, his descendants would not have

been subjected to what is termed the leyal penalty.

To show how an individual may be exempted from this

penalty, jurisconsults employ the example of a master own

ing a female slave whom he has married without emancipa

ting. They say that this master may emancipate the children

of this slave in three ways : after they are born, after they

are conceived, or before conception. Thus he may say:

"I manumit thy son now born :"—" I manumit the child with

which thou art now pregnant:" or "I intend that the child

whom thou shalt conceive shall be exempt from slavery." In

the first mode all men are born ; in the second Jeremias and

John Baptist, as we have said, came into the world : in the

third, was born the Blessed Virgin, hence called " the first-born

of God's daughters," who was so adorned with graces, and so

exalted above all creatures, that she is the object of the ad-

* We have a proof of this preservation of Mary in the ancient Collect of the

Mass of the Conception, published by order of Pope Sixtus IV., where we read :

" Ex morte ejusdem Filii sui pnevisa eam ab onmi lube prscservasti." Now this

prayer would not have been granted by a special privilege to the order of St.

Francis, i f it contained erroneons doctrine.

t Canticle of Canticles, iv. 7. J Sec Chap. I. p. 20, note.

m
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miration of men, of the rage of hell, and tho glory of the

Divine Creator.

Such a redemption became the Divine Father, who crea

ted Mary for himself, the Divine Son who was to be born of

her, the Holy Ghost, who, by a great mystery, was to over

shadow her. And as the Eternal Word, who by his own

essence, is holy and immaculate, was to receive of a woman,

his flesh and blood, it was necessary that she who was raised

to so high an honor, should be also holy and immaculate.

Now if this became the glory, sanctity and honor of God,

he certainly did it, because his power is infinite, and it costs

him absolutely nothing to make the possible the real : De-

cait, potuit, eryo fecit.*

Having thus considered it as becoming, let us now see how

the Fathers, and councils, have been unanimous in attributing

to the Blessed Virgin so beautiful and singular a privilege,

and how nations, cities, universities, religious orders, in a word,

all her pious children have, in emulous zeal, confirmed to the

Blessed Virgin this till then unheard-of title, " Immaculate."

Although among the Fathers of the first ages of the

* The reader will with pleasure read the elegaat soouet of a poet already cited,

as it resumes most beautifully the reasons which prove the Immaculate Conception

of the Blessed Virgin.

Who is this maid avenging man's error,

With starry brow, the moon beneath her feet.

Bread as an army all panting to meet

The dark coming foe, and awaken war's terror?

"Tli Mary, tho Virgin, of God the elect.

Though dark, yet within all radiant as even ;

Tis Mary, conceived by a fiat of heaven,

All pure from the spot, that all doth infect.

How 'mid the children of Eden's sad pair,

Could He who made them this sole one withdraw

From the doom the apple had heraldcd there ?

He could—Aimighty, his word is tho law ;

He should—that his glory more bright might appear;

Would—for in her his own mother he saw.

MARIA, RIME DE NXEALCO. Padova, 1728.
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Church, our heavenly Lady is not designated with entire pre

cision as conceived withoat sin, and the question was actu

ally raised only in the 13th century, as we shall see, yet the

most ancient Fathers attest in their writing, what was their

opinion in this respect. In the celebrated epistle of the

priests of Achaia, an epistle which narrates the martyrdom

of St. Andrew, we are told that the apostle, proclaiming his

doctrine before the proconsul Egens, uses this expression

with regard to the Virgin : " And because the first man had

been created of an immaculate earth, it was necessary that

the perfect man should be born of an immaculate Virgin, in

order that the Son of God, who had previously formed man,

should restore the eternal life which they had lost by Adam."*

No less clearly does St. Dionysius of Alexandria declare

that Mary was exempt from original sin ; for he calls her " the

only daughter of life, the holy tabernacle, not made by men,

but sealed by the Holy Ghost, and ever protected by the

power of the Most High, preserved without corruption, and

blessed from head to foot."f Now he would not have used

* " Et propterea quod ex immaculatu terra ereatus fuerat primus homo, necesse

erat ut ex immaculata Virgine nasceretur perfectus homo, quo Filius Dei, qui

nntea condiderat hominem, vitam ieternam quam perdiderant homines per Adam-

um, repararet." (In b&lioth. Patr. And. GallrauKi, I. 157.) I should not havo cited

this Epistle as an anthority, since it was regarded as spurious, while the original

Greek was unknown ; but since the original text was found in the library of

Bologna, and published by Charles Christian Woog, all doubt has ceased, and the

famous Morcelli has inserted it as true and anthentic, in his Calendar of the

Church of Constantinople, on the 30th of November.

+ " Multee reperiuntur matres ; una antem et sola Virgo filia vite genuit Ver-

bum vivens et per se subsistens inereatum et Creatorem . . . Maria Deipara et Virgo

mbernaculum sanctum ab hominibus non fabricatum, sed Spiritu Sancto firmntum,

ct ab eo protectum semper . . . et signata est porta tabermuculi integra et incor-

mpta et inviolata . . . euunque servatam iurorruptutu et a pedibus nsque ad capnt

benedictam, &c." Epist. adv. Paulum Sttnuxatienum «piec. Autwehue, op. edit. do

Magistris Romte, 1796.

7
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such expressions, had he not believed Mary exempt from origi

nal sin, which leaves its stain on men, be their sanctity what

it may. Origen, or the author of the homilies which bear his

name, whoever he was, drawing a comparison between God

and Mary, thus praises our heavenly Lady : " Of this only-

begotten God, tlu's mother is called the Virgin Mary, immac

ulate and worthy of the holy immaculate God, both peerless

in their kind.0

St. Ephrem calls her immaculate, all pure, exempt from

all stain, and proceeds to say that she is holier than the Sera

phim, more glorious far than all the choirs of the heavenly

host.f In his immortal refutation of the error of Pelagius,

that the children of baptized parents are not born sullied by

original sin, St. Augustine proves the dogma, and exempts

Mary from the common law by these solemn words : "All are

children of wrath, except the Blessed Virgin, concerning

E

* Origen's exact words are in the Latin version : " Hujus itaque unigeniti Dei

decetur hsec mater Virgo Maria, digna Dei immaculata sancti immaculati, una

unius." And after an apostrophe to St. Joseph, on the merits of his spouse, he

ends thus : " Hear ye that a virgin shall receive in her womb : not conceiving

progeny from desire, for she was neither deceived by the persnasion of the serpent,

nor tainted by his poisonous breath." Words which in themselves are an express

and formal enunciation of the dogma of the Immaculate Conception of Mary.

t Oral, ad tanctisrimam Dei Gimlricem, (interp. Ger. Vossius,) Homo, 1598.

Dr Sanetis. Dei Genet. Viryinii Maria laiulib»s, " Immaculata et intemerata,

incorrapta et prorsus pudica, ntqne ab omni sorde ac lube peccati alienissima

Virgo . . . inviolata, inlegra planeque pura et casta . . . sanctior Seraphim et iucom-

purabilior reliqnis omnibus supernis exereitibus gloriosior . . . immaculatam, iruma-

culatissimam . . . scmper benedictam . . . puram, quse draconis neqnissimi capnt

conrrivili qna; semper fnit tum corpore, tum anima integra et immaculate."—" O

Virgin, immaculate, stainless, incorrnpt, and all chaste, most free from all siu or

soil . . . inviolate, intact, and most pure and chaste . . . holier than the Seraphim,

incomparably more glorious than all the other heavenly hosts . . . immaculate,

mist immaculate . . . ever blessed . . . pure, who hast crnshed the serpent's head,

who was ever immaculate and undimmed in sonl and body." I
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whom, for God's honor, I wish there to be no question when

sin is treated of : for we know that more grace for overcoming

ein in every point was conferred on her, by her meriting to

conceive and bear him who evidently had no sin." *

St. Peter Damian attributes to Mary the signal privilege

of which we speak : " The flesh of the Virgin assumed from

Adam bore none of Adam's stains." f We shall lastly say,

omitting other Fathers who would swell the list too far,

that the seraphic doctor St. Bonaventure, taught that our

august Queen had been full of grace in sanctification, that is

to say, full of grace which preserves from the stain of original

sin.^ We have now reached the time of St. Bernard, when

some began to attack this doctrine ; and have first given the

opinion of the Fathers of the Church on the Immaculate

Conception of Mary, before speaking of the letter of that

great Doctor to the Canons of Lyons on this question in which

he took so active a part. Whoever will read that letter at

tentively, will see and be convinced that St. Bernard so ear

nestly opposed the celebration of the feast, only because the

illustrious metropolis of the Gauls celebrated it without con

sulting the Holy See, and first obtaining the approbation of

the Sovereign Pontiff. In fact, St. Bernard closes his letter

with these words : " But let what I have said, be said without

prejudice to those wiser than I. To the authority and ex

* " Excepta itaque sancta Virgine Maria, de qua propter honorem Dei nullam

prorsus cum de peccatis agitur, haberi volo qutestimuem ; inde enim scimus quod ei

plus gratia collatum fuerit ad vinceudum omui ex parte peccatum, qrae conciperet

parere meruit, quem constat uuullum habuisse peccatum." (Lib. de A'ativ. et

Grntitr.)

t Caro virginis ex Ada assumpta maculas Adte nbn admisit. (Sermo de Ai-

mmptione.)

J Fnit plena grntia pitsveuiente in ran rnnctificatione, gratia scilicet pneserva-

tiva contra fceditattm originalis culpa-. ^Smmo II. de B. V.)
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amination of the Roman Church especially, this and all other

similar questions I reserve : ready to amend by its decision

whatever may be erroneous." * The Holy Doctor therefore

did not entertain an opinion contrary to the Immaculate

Conception of our heavenly Lady, but only opposed the

celebration of the festival, because the canons had instituted

it of their own authority, without first consulting the

Holy See. It seems to ns beyond a doubt that the

Blessed Virgin chose to inspire one of her most devoted

clients, with the idea of starting this question in a dis

course so worthy of the Mother of God, in order that so

great and signal a privilege might be the more honored and

regarded as certain in the Church. In fact, after the Fathers,

Doctors, and Saints had so long strnggled in defence and

support of this dogma, St. Bernard would not contradict it.

Hence, the Immaculate Conception is clearly proved, as all

now recognize it. Even before the Church had decided the

question, the belief had become so universal that it was folly

to doubt it.

Passing over the decree of the Council of Basle,f because

* Epist. clxxiv. Ad Canonic. Lugdunen. de Conceptionc Sanctie Mai-ite. The

holy Doctor thus concludes Ins letter : " Qute antem dixi, absque prs-judicio sane

dictu sint sanins sapientis. Romansc prcsertim Ecclesiffl auctoritati utque examini

totmm hoc, sicut et ctetera qute ejusmodi sunt, universa reserve ; ipsius, si quid

aliter sapio, parutus jmlicio emendare." Many have interpreted this letter in

the sense of active, not passive conception ; and others have treated it as spuri

ous.

t The General Council of Basle met in 1431. Martin V. had convoked it at

Pavia, and afterwards transferred it to Sienna, whence it finally passed to Basle.

Eugene IV., Martin's snccessor, confirmed its sitting at Basin, and continued to

preside there by his legate, Cardinal Julian. The chief objects of the Council

were : 1st. The union of the Greek and Latin Churches ; 2d. The general reform

of the Church in its head and members, according to the deeree of the Council of

Constance. In the 36th session, held between the months of July and October,
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it was not then a lawful but a mere schismatic council, and

without speaking of the desire of Pope Leo X. to define this

question in the Council of Lateran,* we will say that the

Fathers of the Council of Trent were fully resolved to define

it in the terms proposed by Cardinal Pacheco : " With regard

to the Immaculate Conception of the Blessed Virgin, the

Sacred Council has nothing to define, since it is a well estab

lished, pious belief." However, some Bishops and religious of

the order of Friars preachers opposed this resolution. Others

supported them, saying, that to declare an opinion pious, was

to declare the contrary one impious, and so implicitly decide

the question. Then, to prevent every feeling of acerbity and

maintain peace, the Council resolved not to employ expres

sions at variance with either of the two opinions. Accord

ingly, after much discussion, the decree of which we spoke

in the beginning of this chapter was passed, and in it the

Council order the Constitutions of Pope Sixtus IV. to be ob

served. From this it follows : 1st, that the majority in

numbers and distinction of the Fathers, assembled in Council,

showed themselves adherents of the Immaculate Conception

of the Blessed Virgin, and disposed to give it a dogmatic de

finition ; 2d, that the Council did not comprise the august

1439, the Council declared that the opinion of the Immaculate Conception of the

Blessed Virgin was a pious opinion, in conformity with the worship of the Church,

Catholic faith, and right reason ; and ordered the feast of the Conception to be

celebrated on the 8th of December. Cardinal Torquemada, a Dominican, had a

considerable share in this decision. The Council of Basle is generally regarded as

cecumenieai to the 25th session inclusively, held May 7, 1437. Be this as it may,

we see evidently the opinion of the Fathers as to the Immaculate Conception of

Mary. In another Council held at Avignon, by Cardinal Peter de Foix, of the

Order of St. Francis, in 1459, the sume decision was made as at Basle.

* The question was confided to the celebrated Cardinal Cajetan, as we see in

his works.
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Virgin in the decree relative to the transmission of original

sin.0

After beholding the sentiment of the Fathers of the

Council of Trent, we will set forth the opinions of the Sov

ereign Pontiffs, beginning by Sixtus IV., who was elevated to

the chair of St. Peter in 1471.f

Pope Sixtus, who, while a simple religious of the order of

St. Francis, had composed a treatise in favor of the Immac

ulate Conception of our Lady,J published two constitutions,

one in 1476, the other in 1483. In the former he grants va

rious indulgences, on the festival of the Conception, to the

faithful who recite the office and mass approved by him, and

assist at the Canonical hours ; in the latter he condemns any

one who ventures to call it a sin to celebrate the feast, or says

that it is a heresy to believe that the Blessed Virgin was ex

empt from original sin.§

St. Pius V. not only confirmed these constitutions, which

some did not observe, but also, by his bull of 1560, threatened

with suspension a d v'nts the Bishops who did not execute

 

* See PALLAVICINI, History of the Council of Trent, Book VII. ch. vii. Fat.her

STROZZI, Controversy as to the Conception of the Immaculate Virgin; and Father

PIF.ZZA, in his book on the Immaculate Conception of Man', mother of God, speak

at still greater length.

t He succeeded Pope Piml IV., and was created Pope on the 9th of August.

Born near Savonn, his family name was Francis de la Rovere ; he was Gene

ral of the Order of St. Francis, and Cardinal of the title of St. Peter ad Vincula.

He was well versed in theology and canon law. Panl IV. sat on the chair of Peter

thirty years and fonr days ; and left many memorials at Rome, which is indebted to

him for some c.f its finest ornaments.

J See WADDISO, in his works, one entitled : " Scriptores Ordines minornm ; "

and the other, " De Legatione Philippi III. et Philippi IV. ad Panlum V. et

Gregorium XV. pro definienda controversia de Conceptione Virginis." These

two Kings of Spain had sent ambassadors to urgo the definitive sentojice of the

cause.

§ Benedict XIV. in his learned work on the Feasts, already cited, believes,

r\i/"'

M
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them ; and then leaving each one to believe interiorly as he

pleased, forbid preachers to discuss the matter in the pulpit.

After Pope Pius V. the Sovereign Pontiffs Paul V., Gregory

XV., and Alexander VII. also published bulls confirming this

pious belief ; and in our day Gregory XVI. permitted the

beautiful title of Immaculate to be added in the preface of

the Mass and in the Litany of the Blessed Virgin, in all dio

ceses where the Bishops respectively solicited it ; which it is

consoling to say, included almost all the Bishops of the

Catholic world. [Finally his present Holiness, Pope Pius IX.,

on the 8th of December, 1853, to the great joy of Christen

dom, surrounded by Bishops from every clime, defined the dog

ma of the Immaculate Conception.]

This beautiful and singular title of IMMACULATE given to

Mary, began to appear gradually in some of the Fathers of

the primitive ages of the Church : admitted then by all na

tions, it passed from age to age, like a river, which, scarcely

visible as it leaves the fountain head, increases as time goes

on, and, as it winds through the fields, attains such magnitude

as to be taken for the sea itself.* In fact, what is the coun

try in the world, what the savage land, the inhospitable

with some probable foundation, that this second constitution of Sixtus IV. origi-

n;:ted in a solemu discussion which took place at Ferrarn, in presence of Duke Her

cules IVEste ; a discussion in which Vincent de Bundellis, of the Order 1.f St.

Pominic, maintained the opinion adverse to the Immaculate Conception, und after

wards published a treatise on thia question, submitting the office and bull to ex

amination ; pretending, however, that he was not opposed to the Holy Sec, of

which he recognized the authority. All know, too, that when the plague deso

lated Rome in 1476, Sixtus V., to appease the scourge, implored the protection

of the Blessed Virgin Immaculate, and added this feast to the other festivals of

Our Lady.

* This comparison will not seem exaggerated, if we compare the Adriatic Sea

with the immense rivers Amazon and La Plato, each over a hundred miles wide

at the mouth.
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\fi
Bhore, where our tender mother, the Blessed Virgin, is not

honored by the glorious title of IMMACULATE ? This devo

tion began in the East : for we find the Emperor Emman

uel Comnenus in one of his Noveliae enjoining the celebration

of this solemnity,* which does not seem to have been only

recently instituted, inasmuch as George, Bishop of Nicome-

dia, attests that it was commonly celebrated prior to the time

of the Emperor Heraclius.f This fact is confirmed by another

proof : the Archbishop of Armenia, who visited England in

1228, attested that in the East, among other feasts of Mary,

they celebrated the festival of the Immaculate Conception ; \

and the reason he gave was, that the Conception of the

Blessed Virgin, like that of St. John the Baptist, and of

Christ himself, was announced by an angel.

It is not easy to determine when this feast passed from

the East to the West. It is most credible that in consequence

of the intercourse between the two empires, the clients of

the Virgin Mother, must have celebrated at an early date this

glorious and unique prerogative. The honor of this institu

tion is generally conceded to England, for having celebrated

it towards the close of the eleventh century, in consequence

• Emmanuel Comuenus reigned from 1143 to 1180. Theodore Balsamon

cites thia Novella in his observations on the Nomocanon of Photius.

* Heraclius, sent by his father against Augustus Phocas, killed him, and was

proclaimed Emperor, in the year 610, the third year of the Pontificate of St. Boni

face IV., and was erowned by Serghis, Patriarch of Constantinople.

i This Archbishop was received in the abbey of St. Albons, and Matthew of

Paris thus speaks of him : " When asked by a monk, who sat beside him, whether

in his country the Conception was celebrated ; he answered, ' Yes, and tor this

reason, because the Conception took place on the angel's announcing it to Joachun,

mourning and abiding in the desert. So, too, the Conception of St. John the Bap

tist for the same reason. As to the Conception of Our Lord, which took place on

the un!',-' announcing to Mury, who conceived of the Holy Ghost, no one

doubts.' "
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of a revelation made to an abbot of that country, named

Elsin or Heribert.* Such is also the opinion of Baronius in his

remarks on the Roman martyrology. The festival then passed

to Normandy, next to France and to the illustrious church

of Lyons ; and it was on this occasion that St. Bernard wrote

the epistle of which we have spoken, an epistle which was a

signal to the nations, to flock together and support this sin

gular privilege of Mary, and honor it by every kind of devo

tion.

After this we see a select and anxious cloud of theologians

headed by the celebrated John Duns Scotus,f supporting

this pious belief ; and since then there is not a doctor of any

repute that has not maintained and upheld it. The Univer

sity of Cologne, that of Paris, so renowned on account of its

vow,J those of Belgium, Portugal, Spain and Italy, in rivalry

claimed the honor of attributing to Mary the beautilul title

of Immaculate. Kingdoms, cities, religious brotherhoods, or

ders of knighthood, pious confraternities and guilds, all put

themselves under the protection of the Immaculate Virgin,

* Some hold that this solemuity began in coasequence of n revelation made by

an abbot to St. Auselm. Hence the Fathers of the Council of London, of 1238,

( Concilia Ang. III.) deereed as follows : " Venerabilis Auschmi pnedecessoris nos-

tri, qui post alia qutedam ipsius antiquiora soleinmia, Conceptionis solvmue super-

addere dignum duxit, vestigiis iuhterentes. statuimus et finniter pnecipiendo man

damus, quatenus festum Conceptionis prsedicta; in cmietis Eecloiiis nostris C:uitua-

riensis provincite festive et solemuiter de cietero eelehretur." " Adhering to the

footsteps of our venerable predecessor Anselm, who drcmed it proper to add the

feast of the Conception to the other more anieient solemuities, we resolve and

Brmly commanding, direct the suid feast of the Conception to be henceforward

joyfully and iolemuly celebrated in all the Churches of our province of Can

terbury."

t lie maintained this dogma with much warmth and applause in the univer

sity of Paris and in that of Lonvain.

J The Doctors of the Sorbonne take a vow to maintain the Immaculate Con

ception of Mary, to the shedding of their blood.
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were instituted under this invocation, or derive their name

from this glorious privilege.*

Even now we see the faithful of every age, sex, and con

dition, honor her in emulously attributing to her this sublime

honor, so that their ingenuous piety seems ever to find some

new means of manifesting it. Thus we might say that only

one last homage was wanting ; that our august Sovereign and

Father, the immortal Pius IX., yielding to the impulse of his

noble heart, and tender devotion to the divine Mother, should,

as he has done, publish a solemn decree to define the Imma

culate Conception as a dogma, in conformity to the entreaties

addressed to his predecessors, and renewed to himself by

almost all the Bishops in the Catholic world. It has been

for the world a presage of new graces, benediction and joy.f

By these reasons, by so many authorities, by the ancient

and universal devotion, which, far from decreasing, augments

* In honor of the Conception were instituted religions orders, such as that of

the nuns, founded at Toledo, in 1484, by the most noble Beatrice de Sylva, a Por

tuguese lady ; that of the Theatines, or Clerks of the Conception ; the orders of

kmghthood in Spain, Portugal, and Bavaria, under the invocation of the Concep

tion, and St. George. Whole kingdoms were put under the protection of the

Blessed Virgin Immaculate, as Portugal and Brazil ; and finally, various cities, not

content with putting themselves under the protection of the Immaculate Virgin,

chose also to adopt the name ; thus the most holy Conception, in Chili, founded in

1550, by Peter Valdivia, conqueror of that country, and erected into an episcopal

see by Pope Pius IV. in 1564 ; Conception dc la Vega, in Hayti, founded by order

of Columbus, in a beantiful plain, on the Camus, and made a suffragan see, de

pendeat on St. Domingo. [So, too, Canada was dedicated to the Immaculate

Conception ; and the name given to the Mississippi river, by its holy explorer,

Father Murquette, was River of the Conception.]

t The illustrious Cardinal Aloysius Lambruschini published at Rome, in 1842,

a dissertation on the Immaculate Conception of Mary, which soon received the

deserved applause of the learned in various nations. In 1847, Father John Per-

rone, of the Society of Jesus, published on this same subject a profound theological

dissertation ; and after proving the Immaculate Conception by reasons of every

kind, he showed that the Sovereign Pontiff might then define the dogma, in con
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each day, it is clearly proved that this privilege belongs to

the Mother of God. We shall say no more ; and if we have

spoken at such length on the subject, it must be set down to

our ardent desire to exhaust a subject so dear to our heart,

through the filial love we bear our heavenly Lady, a love be

yond all thought and all expression.

We will terminate this chapter by applying to our heav

enly Lady the words of Paralipomenon, in praise of the

temple of Solomon. " The work is great, for a house is pre

pared not for man but for God."

Now if the Almighty chose that his temple should

be immense, magnificent, extraordinary and unequalled on

earth, so too the same God, who from all eternity chose the

Blessed Virgin for a divine dignity, must have loaded her with

privileges, and not only exempted her from original sin, but

also raised her above all the Saints by the graces granted to

her. This was really the case, as we shall see in the follow

ing chapter.

sequence of the concurrence of all the necessary conditions ; he adds, that the

Church has defmed other dogmas, which had less conclusive proofs than those

which militate in favor of the Immaculate Conception.—[On the definition of the

dogma, Father Passaglia, of the same Society, exhausted the suhject in his ample

and learned work on the same mystery.|

* Opua enim grande est, neque homini praparatur habitatio, sed Domini Deo.

Domus quam iedificare enpio magna est, magnus enim Dens noster super omues

decs. (I. Poralip. xxix. 1.)
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CHAPTER VIII.

SPECIAL PRIVILEGES WHICTl GOD GRANTED TO THE SOUL OF THE

BLESfcED VIRGIN MARY.

••

SSUREDLY, there is no one but knows that Mary

was in the order of nature the masterpiece of di

vine omnipotence, and still more so in the order of

grace, because she was adorned with all the gifts

of both, from the very instant that she was capa

ble of receiving them. On beholding herself so enriched

with God's gifts she exclaimed : " He that is mighty, hath

done great things to me." 0 " Hence it results," says St.

Ambrose,! " that in describing her glory and grandenr, every

tongue stammers, every mind is bewildered." But, although

the wonders which God has effected in Mary infinitely tran-

* Luke i.

f "In ejus nairatione omnes linguse lalbntiunt, csecutiuut intelligentise." Lib.

de Virg.
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scend any mere human intellect, and cannot be adequately

described even by the most sublime intellect ; yet as the abun

dance of the subject renders every tongue fruitful, we shall,

full of confidence in her heavenly assistance, recount the

admirable privileges which she received from God.

As those who on a frail bark, endeavoring to explore an

immense ocean, can only touch certain points, so we can

notice only the principal and best known of the privileges

lavished on Mary : for we willingly adopt the opinion of

some theologians, that God alone can know all the graces, all

the favors, with which he enriched the fair soul of that privi

leged creature.

"God ought," -says St. Bernard with the other Fathers,

" to choose, or rather create a mother such as he knew would

be suitable or pleasing to him." *

We have already, in previous chapters, seen how our dear

and Blessed Virgin Mary was conceived without the original

stain, and we have also said some few words on the super

abundant grace which was given her at the very instant of

her existence : let us now see more in detail the signal priv

ileges with which this vcrv plenitude of grace was accom

panied.

First of all, there presents itself, that noble privilege

which most theologians agree in attributing to the Blessed

Virgin, namely, that her soul, to be capable of reason, did

y

• " Talem sibi ex omuibus debuit deligere, immo condere Mntrem, quulem se

dccere sciebat et sibi noverat placituram." (Hom. II. super Missus est. j '* Bcata

Virgo hatrait actualem usum rationis in primo instantu coneeptionis et sanctifi-

entionis sute." (III. P. qn. 17. art. 6. IMsp. 4. sect. 7.) On this question, see ST.

BERNARDINE of Sienna. Serm. 51. art. 1. ch. 2.—PETEH MORALES, lib. I. tr. 9. c.

Ixxvi.—DIONYSIUS the Carthusian, I. De Laudibus Virgiais.—I'.AHHAruus, I. lib.

VL c. iv.—ViOERitJS, (>AETANO, VioeEitA, and others ranch greater in numbers und

authority than those who maintain the contrary opinion.
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not await the period usnal to the children of Adam ; but

that she had scarcely come from heaven and been united to

the body in her mother's womb, when she was capable of

knowing her God, thanking him, and oifering herself to him

as a perpetnal holocaust of love. Relying on the text of

St. Bernard, the profound and illustrious Snarez writes : 0

" When there is question of grace and privileges, nothing can

be conceded as granted to a saint, which cannot justly be at

tributed to the Blessed Virgin Mary : now some saints were

endowed with reason at the very moment when they were

sanctified in their mother's womb : we must then conclude

that the Virgin Mary had the use of reason at the very in

stant of her Conception and sanctification."")'

St. Thomas of Villanova gives as a certain and indubi

table proof of the greatuess of Mary, that if the Mother of

God is infinitely above a servant of God,^ it follows that

Mary's privileges infinitely surpass the privileges granted to

the other saints ; but that if every privilege granted to a

creature seems finite and limited, we will say with St. Augus

tine § that what is not the right of the Mother, is the right of

the Son she bore.

A no less beautiful privilege of our blessed Lady is, that she

* The Fathers as well as theologians interpreting the passage of the Gospel :

" And the child leaped in its mother's womh," believe not only that Elizabeth, as

it is clearly said in the sacred text, but also the child was filled with the Holy

Ghost, by prematurely receiving the use of reason. " He exulted," says St. Au

gustine, " from excessive joy ; now no one will believe that this can happen but

by the operation of the Holy Ghost." (Ep. 57.)

t Nihil unqnam alicni sanctornm speciuli privilegio concessum est quod a

orincipio vitse cumnlatius non pnefulgeat in Maria. (Serm. II. de As»umpt.) On

which St. Bernard says : " Quod vel paucis mortalium coustat esse collatum, non

est fas suspicari Virgini fuisse negatum." (Epist. 174.)

J Matris Dei et servornm Dei infinitum esse discrimen. (Orat. II. de Asmmpt.)

§ Si Marise non congrnit, congrnit filio quem gennit. (Serm. de Asmmpt.)

J\

&
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received the plenitude of all graces, in her first sanctification.

This doctrine* of the angelic St. Thomas is the doctrine of

all the Fathers of the Church. And, in fact, how could the

Angel Gabriel call her fall of yrace, as St. Jerome observes,f

unless this plenitude, which is given partially to other Saints,

is entirely infused in Mary.

In the same way that all the waters which first form the

deep lakes, the mighty river, the headlong torrent, the gentle

stream, and limpid fountain, running over the face of the

earth in various channels, over mountains, valleys and plains,

empty and meet in the immeasurable bed of the ocean, so on

the blessed soul of Mary, from the first instant of her Im

maculate Conception, fell in rich abundance the dew of grace,

favors, gifts, privileges, prodigies, that dew which, divided in a

different and ever new mode, descends from heaven in all ages,

on the souls of the children of Adam.

The graces granted to the angels, are but drops compared

to that superabundant plenitude which the very Author

of grace poured into the fair soul of our august Queen.

Hence the seraphic Doctor justly exclaims : "All gifts enter

in Mary : the stream of the grace of the angels, the stream

of the grace of the patriarchs and prophets, the stream of

the grace of the apostles, martyrs, confessors, doctors, virgins ;

in fine, all the streams of grace enter Mary." \

* Part. 3. quiest. 27. art. 5.

t Bene gratia plena dicitur, quia cieteris per partes pnestatur, Marite vero so

tota infudit plenitudo gratiie. ST. JEROME, or the author of the Sermon on the

A;sumption. With him agree perfectly ST. ANSELM. (Lib. de excellen. Fi'tv/.)—

ST. PETEE CHRYSOLOOUS. (Serm. III. tl' Annuntiatione.)—ST. BASIL, (in Cnttna

in Cap. II. Luc. \—ST. ILDEPHONsUS. (Serm. IV. de As«umpt.)—ST. PETER DA-

MIAN. (Serm. III. deNativ.)—RICHARD DE ST. VICTOR. (Lib. I. de Lawlibus V>ry.\

and many others.

1 Omuia charismata intrant in Mariam : flumen grntisc angelurum intrat in

Mariam, flnmen grntiso patriarcharum et praphetarum iatrat in Mariam ; flumen
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"And justly was it so," concludes the Angel of the

schools ; " for the more nearly any thing approaches the prin

ciple in its kind, the more it partakes of the eflect of that

principle. Now Christ is the principle of grace, he is the

source of it as God, and the instrument of it as man ; now

the Blessed Virgin was so near Christ . as to bear him in her

womb, and become his mother. Hence she had by her son a

unique and special grace, such as was never given to any

creature." * At this consideration, we are forced to exclaim :

O vast sea ! O profound abyss of grace ! object of admiration

for earth and heaven !

And this plenitude of grace, which was poured forth on

Mary at the very first instant of her Immaculate Conception,

was, moreover, still greater and more intense than that of all

angels, and men combined ; because, say the Fathers and

Doctors justly, the foundations of that mystic abode, which

Divine Wisdom prepared for itself, were laid on the highest

summits ; and it was to the august Virgin that the prophet

King alluded, when he chanted the inspired canlicle : " 0

Sion ! whose foundations are in the holy mountains, the Lord

loveth thy gates above all the tabernacles of Jacob." f

St. Gregory says even more : " Mary," says he, " soaring

gratite apostolorum intrat in Mariam ; flntuen gratite martyrum, confessorum,

doctoruun, virginum intrat in Mariam ; omuia deniquc flumiua intrant in Mariam.

(In Spec. c. iii.)

* Quanto aliquid magis appropinquat principio in quolibet genere, tanto magis

participat effectum illius principii. Beata Virgo qui propinquissima Christo ftiit

sccundum humanitatem quia ex ea accepit humanam narurnm. (Part. III. qu«est.

27. art. 5.)

t Fundamenta ejus in montibus sanctis; dilijrit Oominus portas Sion super

omuia tabornacula Jacob. (Psalm Ixxxvi.} Many of the Fathers, it is trne, inter

pret this psalm of the Church, bnt there are some who upply the first verse to
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above all the choirs of angels, rose to the very throne of the

Divinity." *

St. Bernard, the holy abbot of Clairvaux, explaining the

words of the Apocalypse, f "The moon under her feet,"

applies them to the Church, which, from the first moment of

its existence, has been at the feet of our heavenly Queen.

Hence it justly follows that she is above the Church itself.

This does not seem exaggerated, for the Fathers explaining

the passage of Ecclesiastes : "All the rivers run into the

sea, yet the sea doth not overflow,"J generally understand it

of the singular and superabundant plenitude of grace with

which the soul of the Virgin was endowed. We might here

cite many other testimonies from the holy Fathers ; it will

be enough, however, in order to carry evidence to the highest

degree, to. cite as to this glorious privilege, St. Bonaventure

and St. Bernardine, both so devout to our august Queen.

The former, to prove the immensity of the grace lavished on

tha Blessed Virgin, says : "An immense vessel can be filled

only so far as what is poured in is immense. Who then

could ever measure her immensity, who could contain in her

womb him who is greater than the very heavens ? " And the

latter : " That a woman should conceive and bear a God, is

the miracle of miracles. It was necessary that this woman

should in a measure be elevated by an infinity of graces, to

the divine perfection, which no creature ever reaches." §

* Meritorum verticem supra omues angelorum chores usque ad solium divini-

tatis evexit. (C. II. in Lib. I. fieyum.)

t Serm. in Siynum maijnum.

J Omnia fiumina intrant in mare, et mare non redundat. (Eccles. i. 7.) St.

Jerome remarks that some rabhina apply this verse to men, who return to the earth

from which they came ; some Fathers, however, apply it to the fuluess of grace

with which the august Mother of God was endowed.

§ ST. BONAVENTURE, in Suec. c. v.—ST. BERNARDINE, Senn. LXI. c. xvi. Sea

note, p. 48.

8
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There were still other privileges which the God of good

ness chose to grant to her who was to be one day raised to

the unspeakable honor of being his Mother. At the very

first instant she received the infused habit of all the theolo

gical and moral virtues, the gifts of the Holy Ghost, and all

the other virtues which theologians call acquired, BO that from

the first instant, she was able to know and love God, tar

more than all the saints on earth united together could have

done. Of this there can be no doubt, inasmuch as God

was pleased to give his most Blessed Mother a sanctify

ing grace, which should, as we have seen, surpass that of

all the saints taken collectively : " And how could it but be

so ? " exclaims the angelic St. Thomas. " If Adam had infused

habits of all the virtues which constitute the state of inno

cence, must not Mary have had them in a still higher degree ?

If order," continues the same doctor, " cannot exist without

one to ordain, and if virtues are only certain dispositions ac

cording to which reason is ordered with regard to God, and

the inferior powers are disposed with regard to reason, we

must certainly suppose in the Blessed Virgin not only an

ordinary, but the most sublime order, and at the outset, we

must admit infused habits of all virtue, in the most elevated

degree." * This argument of the angelic Doctor is corrobo

rated by these words of Suarez : " If Eve who, according to

the flesh, was to be the Mother of all the living, received

these habits, with far better reason should Mary receive

them ; Mary, who was to be, according to the spirit, the

Mother of all the faithful."

By virtue, then, of this plenitude of graces, and infused

habits, our august Lady had also the infused habit of science

and wisdom : whence it came to pass, that in the course of 
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her mortal Lie, she was never sullied by the least stain of

even an indeliberate venial sin. Hence her devout client St.

Bernardino of Sienna, teaching truly that the Blessed Vir

gin in her first sanctification received from God so many

graces that she could, as she did, avoid every venial sin :

which was certainly the case only because she had received

the greatest wisdom to discern what she was to believe, do,

or avoid.*

But, if to put the infused habits into act, Mary had to

await the suitable time, it is still certain that she was not

compelled to await the ordinary age of reason,f since she had

reason in the very first instant of her Immaculate Concep

tion as we have shown. The Fathers and theologians with

unanimous voice accord to the Blessed Virgin all that our

piety and her glory claim in her behalf. Now, who does not

see that not only our piety claims for her the privileges which

best evince God's gooduess towards her, but her glory also,

because, besides the grace which disposed her for the sub

lime dignity of mother of the Eternal Word, we must also

recognize in our august Queen a merit conformable to the

grace ? It is, accordingly, the common opinion of theologians

that Mary merited, at least <le conyrao, the divine maternity.

I will here in preference give the opinion of St. Bernardine,

already cited, who affirms that the Blessed Virgin in her first

* In prima sanctificatione in uteri umtris SRtE tuntiun recepit gratiam, qua

omue peccatum etiam maximum et veniule vitare potuit, et omuino vitavit, quod

quidem fieri non potuit, nisi maximum sapientiam acceperit omuium agendorum

et vitandorum et eredendorum. (ST. BF.EN^RDI.NE, De ftcaia Yiry. Serm. VI. art. 3.

c. ir. t. Hi.)

t If at the age of three, Mury repaired to the temple to serve God alone, us i*

the common belief, it is certain that she performed an act far beyond her yeuri.

If we see some saints precociously endowed with grace, perform acts of virtue :tt

the most tender ag«, still more could Mary do them.
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sanctification, was endowed with such intelligence that she

perfectly understood all creatures, the Creator, the spirits, and

all things to be done or avoided.0

Theologians here raise a subtile question to which we

shall merely allude : they ask whether the Blessed Virgin, as

Snarez and Yega maintain, was sanctified by her own dispo

sition. We who are and ever will be disposed to attribute

to our good mother the fairest privileges, whenever we can

rest it on the anthority of Fathers or illustrious doctors, do

not hesitate to answer affirmatively : such is, moreover, the

doctrine of St. Thomas.f According to the angelic Doctor,

it is more perfect to be sanctified by a personal act, than by

the act of another. Now, who is ignorant, that all that con

cerns the august Mother of God, took place in the most per

fect manner ? But even this is little : sanctification by the

act of another, happens only, as schoolmen say, by accident,

when reason is not yet mature. Now, have we not shown,

that at the very instant of her Immaculate Conception, Mary

was endowed with the plenitude of her reason ? In a word,

if the angels, if Adam aud St. John the Baptist, were sanc

tified by their own disposition, as some maintain, can we

refuse this privilege to the Virgin sovereignly blessed, to

whom, as we have shown, the God of love gave with lavish

hands and in superabundance as many graces as he ever gave

to all the Saints of the Old and New Law ?

From this sanctification, from this precocious use of rea

son, it follows that the Blessed Virgin knew and loved God,

* In prima sanctificatione qnantum ad intellectual ct rationem tantu ei sapien-

tise claritaa superfusa est, quod perfecte intelligebat creaturns, et Creatorem, et

spiritus, et omnia bona amplectenda et mala fugienda. St. Antoninus, Albertus

Magnus, and many other Doctors are of the same opinion. Snarez, Canisius de

Vega, and many others confirm it.

t Part. III. ,ina;st. 34.

afci
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in her mother's womb, and that the most sublime mysteries

of the Trinity and Incarnation were revealed to her, in order

that, exercised in the most perfect acts of virtues, she might

be worthy to be the Mother of God. Nor is this enough :

she must be exempt from the fomcs of all concupiscence.

Now concupiscence, which means inclination to evil, is, accord-

„_ ing to theologians, habitual or actual : and they teach that

i<ww the fomea of sin or 'habitual concupiscence is not sin,* but

incites to sin, and produces moreover a certain difficulty in

well-doing, and that actual concupiscence is alone guilty.

This distinction admitted, it is easy to reconcile in man sanc

tifying grace and habitual concupiscence. Nevertheless, in

Mary habitual concupiscence was entirely extinguished ; this

was so, because it was proper that Mary should shine with a

purity so great, that she should have above her only the es

sential purity of Christ. Now every one must see that it is

a greater purity not to have the fonws, than to have it, how

ever weak and subordinate it may be ? f Moreover the per

fect equilibrium between the flesh and the spirit, was natural

in the state of iunocence, and Adam and Eve enjoyed it

before their sin. The revolt of the senses, and the fom.es of

sin are only the deplorable effects of the first fault. Now,

Mary, as we have shown, was exempt from original sin ; she

must then have enjoyed the primitive and perfect obedience

of the body to the soul, the senses to reason, which is equiv

* Conenpiscentia non pi ccatum est, sed ex peccato est, et ad peocatum ineli-

nat. (Cone. Trid. Sess. V. c. v.)

t Between those who admit the fomes in subjection, and those who admit it

entirely extinct, there is this difference, that the former, while excluding from the

Blessed Virgin every mortal or venial fault, nevertheless asoribe to her the possi

bility of acts called first, while the latter wish it exempt from these acts. Now thia

latter opinion is mnch more conformable to the end which God uru|tut.eU,

to fill the Btasaed Virgin with tue highest sanctity.

 



118 LIFE OF THE BLESSED VIRGIN.

 

alent to saying that she was entirely exempt from the fames.

Thus truly the future mother of Him who giveth grace could

not be deprived of this admirable privilege. And besides

this, at the first instant, she was confirmed in grace ; so that

she did not sin venially one single time in the whole course

of her long life : of this there is no doubt ; since, besides the

unanimous consent of the Fathers and Doctors of the Church,

in the Sixth General Council, it was defined " that the Virgin

was exempt from all contagion, and all spot in body, soul and

mind." 0 And this doctrine was confirmed by the Council of

Trent, when it said: "If any one say that man can in his

whole life avoid even venial sins, except by a special privilege,

such as the Church holds of the Blessed Virgin, let him be

anathema." f St. Thomas proves the doctrine thus : " Mary

was divinely chosen to be the worthy mother of God."|

Now for such a dignity it reqnired impeccability ; first, that

the honor of the mother might redound on the child ; second

ly, that Mary might have especial affinity to Christ, who as

sumed from her his flesh and blood ; " in fine, in order that, in

a special manner, the Son of God, who is wisdom itself, might

dwell in her." Now we know that wisdom does not enter a

soul disposed to evil, and will not dwell in a body subject to

sin? To admit then in Mary the least venial sin, even invol

untary, would turn to the shame of her Divine Infant. And

had she sinned even once, she would have been unworthy

to be Mother of God. Thus all the privileges of Mary are

deduced from the high and incomparable dignity of Mother

* This Conncil opened at Constantinople in 1680, and closed the following

year.

t Si qnis dixerit hominem posse in tota vita pecenta omn'a etiam venialia

viture, nisi ex spocinli privilego, quemadmodum de Beata Virgine tenet Ecclesia,

anathema sit. ( Sess. VI. can. 23.)

I Purt. III. qunest. 27. art. 4.



 

LIFE OF THE BLESSED VIRGIN. 119

of the Divine Word, a dignity to which God had predestined

her from all eternity.

The infinite abundance of the privileges with which the

Blessed Virgin of Nazareth was gifted from the first instant

of her Immaculate Conception, compels the most eloquent

tongues on earth and in heaven to keep silence, and to avow

themselves overcome by the grandenr of the subject. " This

plenitude of grace," says the pious Suarez,* " perfectly cor

responded to the dignity of Mother of God, because this dig

nity in its way is infinite, and by a natural consequence it

communicates to Mary a certain infinity of grace, such as the

human soul is incapable not only of expressing, but even of

conceiving." And accordingly St. Anselm, St. Stephen, St.

Augustine, St. Basil, St. Bonaventure, St. Bernardine, have

preferred to observe a modest silence, and only say that it was

not given to man's intellect to express or even understand the

graces showered with open hands on the soul of Mary; and

finally, calling the tongues of saints and angels inadequate to

express them, they conclude that to understand and speak

them was solely the work of the divine intelligence, because

God had prepared them from all eternity and poured them

into the soul of Mary, as in a closed vessel, in order to render

it singular and unique.f Nevertheless after having, as far as

s

* Htec tota gratiie intentio ct plenitwlo optiire conv«nit cum dignitate Matres

Dei. Qua ilia diguitas cst altioris ordinis, ct suo modo inlinita. Uude etiuunsi

in iuiinituun ilia gratia intenderetur, nunquum excederet terminos aut debitam

proportionem ejus dignitatis.

t Immensitatem quippe gratite considerare incipienti sensus deficit, lingnn fatis

cit. ST. AESELM.—Cui pradicando wclestis ac terrena lingna tuinime sufficit, imo

nee angelorum. ST. EPIPHANIUS.—Quid dicam pauper ingenii ? Cum de te quid-

quid dixero, minor laus est, quam tua dignitas meretur. ST. AUGUSTINE.—Virgo

saucta totam sibi hauserat Spiritus Sancti gratium. ST. BASIL.—Immensa I'uit

gratia, qua ipsa plena est. ST. BERNARD.
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the weakness of our talents permits, related some of the sub

lime merits of our august Queen, it is due to cite here some

words of St. Bernard : " God," says he, " wishing to ransom

the human race, united the whole price in Mary. W hy ? In

order that Eve might be justified by means of her daughter,

or that in future the complaints of man against woman might

be appeased, and that Adam might no longer say : ' The wo-

that thou gavest me to be my companion, gave me of the

tree, and I did eat : ' but rather, ' The woman whom thou

gavest me hath nourished me with her blessed frnit ' . . . .

Mary is that garden of delights, where the divine zephyr,

the wind of heaven, blows, so that from every side exhale in

abundance the sweet odors of grace. Take away the sun

that illumines the world, day will no longer exist : so take

away Mary, that star of the measureless sea, what will you

find but the darkness and shades of death ? Meditate then

how in the plenitude of grace, she rose above the angels by

the power of the Holy Ghost. If there is charity, purity,

humility in souls, is there one of these virtues which is not

effulgent in Mary? If the angel glories in being the Minister

of the Most High, Mary has a greater glory since she is the

Mother of God."0

Why did Mary thus have the fulness of grace ? We shall

answer with St. Thomas Aqninas, f that it was for three

principal reasons : 1st. In order that she might be holy, as it

became her who was to be the Mother of the Man God ; 2d.

In order that her soul, fully sanctified, might sanctify her

* In Nativ. B. V. M. Serm.de Aqna; dnctu.

f Picitur beato Virgo plena gratia qnantum ad tria : primo qnantum ad ani-

in: in, in qua habnit omnem plenitudinem gratise . . . secundo plena fnit grntia

qnantum nd rednudantiam animoa ad carnem vel corpus . . . ut de ipsa conoiperet

Filium Dei . . . tertio qnantum ad refusiones in omnes homines . . . nam in iumni

periculo potes salntem obtiuere ab ipsa Virgine gloriosa. (Opusc. 8.)
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body, from which the only Son of the Father was to assume

flesh and blood ; 3d. In order that she might be for all men

an abundant and inexhanstible channel of graces and bless

ings.

On this stormy sea where the billows of the passions in

cessantly arise and threaten to swallow us up, we all have an

utter need of God's graces. If we wish to obtain them cer

tainly and abundantly, let us have recourse to Mary, onr good

Mothcr.

, •
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CHAPTER IX.

BIRTH OF MAKY. - HfcK NAME.

RIOR to the moment when God founded the order

of this universe the earth was shapeless and naked,

and according to the expression of scripture, "dark

ness covered the face of the abyss." At the word

of the Almighty : Let light be—that beautiful

image of the divinity shone forth prompt and obedient. The

Creator contemplated it, and, satisfied with his work, separated

light from darkness.0 By the sin of the first man darkness

still more profound, and still more sad, covered the face of

the earth. For more than forty centuries the children of

Adam remained buried in the shadow of everlasting death.

Amid the horrid shades of sin, the God of mercy, to announce

to the earth its speedy deliverance, bid a new light arise,

ardently desired—this was our dear and Blessed Virgin Mary,

who was to bear to the world in the fulness of time the

* Genesis i. 2—t.
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Eternal Word, the Divine Redeemer of men. Mary, who

already by a singular privilege had been conceived without

the stain of sin, appeared at her birth all pure, and all fair to

the eyes of her Lord ; and God, on contemplating his work,

again found it perfect, and decreed that the light should re

main eternally separated from the darkness, that is to say,

God confirmed her in grace, and rendered her impeccable.*

And then was seen in her the fulfilment of the words of

Isaias,f who speaking of Sion, the city of God, a beautiful

figure of the Virgin, had exclaimed : " And thy God shall

rejoice over thee."

It is a common opinion that Mary was born the eighth

day of the month of September, which corresponds to the

beginning of the month Tisri, that is to say, the first day of

the civil year of the Jews, just when the smoke of the holo

caust was rising to heaven in expiation for the sins of the

people. And in this agree perfectly the Greek and Latin

churches, whatever the illustrious Francisco Maria Fiorentini

may say to the contrary.^ That author seems disposed to

* Lux dicitur ilia benedicta generatio Virginis Marite, qua sine tenebris culpffl

fact* est. ST. VINCENT FERRER. tSerm. de Nativ. Viry.

t Et gaudebit super te Dens tuus. Isaias hui. 5.

J See his notes on the Martyrology on the 8th of September. The Menology

of St. Basil places the birth of the Blessed Virgin on the 8th of September. This

date is also given in the Menology translated into Latin by Cardinal Sorleto, and

published by Heury Canisius in his Thesaurus. The same thing is said in the

edict of the Emperor Manuel Comuenus, which fixes the days for the various fes

tivals. In the Nomocanon of Photius (In Scholiii ad nt VII.,) we rend : " Natalis

itaque dies purissimie Dominte ac Dei Gemtricis, qui est octavus Septembris, feria-

tus est." We find the same day set down in many other Greek authors. as well

as in the Latin. We shall cite ouly the saernmentair, attributed to Pope (.icla-

sius, published by the blessed Cardinal Tommasi, in which thi- fcu.-t is mentioned on

8th (vi. idus) of September. And here, it ie not amiss to say, that in the primi

tive ages of the Church, the feast of the Nativity of Mary was not celebrated,
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ascribe the birth of Mary to another day. Holding for cer

tain that this " little pillar of smoke," as Ezechiel calls it, or

this " light cloud," as Elias calls it, came to the light, in the

year 3987 of the creation of the world,0 we shall here give

some pious opinions touching this happy birth, relying upon

what some of the Fathers, Greek as well as Latin, tell us.f

Mary was born in autumn, when nature, more than in

any other season, is wont to repay the toil of the husbandmen

by giving them the ripened clusters. " Rejoice, 0 earth,"

says St. John Damascenus, " because from the womb of Anne,

as from a fertile vine, has sprung a sweet ripe cluster. To

the harvesting of this vineyard all are invited, none is ex

cluded, it is the joy of all." Mary too is born in the antumn,

even as Eve, who was the primal cause of man's prevarica

tion, because it was proper that the new Eve, the mother of

the Redeemer, should change tears into joy, at the same

time in the year as the first Eve had changed joy into tears.

Mary was born on the 8th of September : she was then

conceived on the 8th of December, that is to say, in the

month when Christ was born to ransom the world. As the

beatitudes are eight in number, this eighth day of the month

when she was conceived, and born, was admirably chosen, since

m

because the number of feasts was limited. Some think that this feast was intro

duced at the time of St. Augustine, because we rend in the Office of that dny, a

homily of his on the Nativity of the Blessed Virgin. It seems, moreover, that this

feast began to be celebrated solemnly about the eighth century. The holyday is

now of obligation among the Greeks, and generally among the Latius. St. Bernard,

on this solemnity, thus gives ntterance to his feelings : " Ortum Virginis, didici

in Ecclesia et in Eeclesia indubitanter huberi festivum atque sanctum, linmi— inn'

cum Ei-clesia sentiens eam accepisse in utero nt simcta prodiret."

* See our former note as to the date of Mary's birth.

t See the Life of the Mother of God, by the Abate Dom Giovanni Sianda, and

the Lczioni istorici e morale, of Father Thomas Francesco Rovere, ex-general of

the Congregation of St. PauL
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by her was the whole world to know all beatitude, and since

by her, as mother of the Redeemer, were all the elect to be

ushered into the glory of heaven, there to enjoy supreme

felicity. She was born, as Luchesiuo remarks,* on the Sab

bath, the day when God rested, to show that the human race,

at the glorious birth of the Virgin, was to enjoy a real repose.

Hence Saturday is a kind of festival especially consecrated to

devotion to our august Lady

As to the hour of that fortunate day which beheld the

birth of Mary, St. Peter Damian believes that it was at day

break, f Others add, that the sun that day shone with a

twofold light, and that on the night preceding her birth, the

moon shone with an extraordinary brilliancy, almost like that

of the sun, and that for some time, far from showing her

usual spots, a refulgent star sparkled upon her disc.^

But which is the city that had the supreme happiness of

being her native place ? Which was the fortunate soil that

beheld her birth ? where she first uttered her first feeble cry ?

Where did she open her eyes to the day ? On this point histo

rians do not agree, and we may say, that not without good rea

sons, four cities lay claim to this glory, namely ; Jerusalem, Se-

phora or Diocaesarea, Bethlehem and Nazareth. In this there

is nothing to astonish us. As cities often dispute with each

other the advantage of having given birth to a person illus

trious for sanctity, genius, or military glory, how much more

NBl

* Ephem. hist.

t ST. PETER DAMIAN, Sermo de Assumptione B. M. V.

I Secundum historicum Theophilum, ipsa die qua nata est Virgo, pins solito

sol refulsit in duplum ; et ilia nocte clarior coruscavit, adeo quod pene solari

splendorc radiavit ; et circa globum lunaram medium qua si una stella mngna

ckritate apparnit. PCRERT, Book V. pt. 1. art. 2. See also PELRARTI, " Pome-

rinm Sermonum, sen stellarmm coronte B. V. M." Bk. V. pt. 2. c. ix., near the

end.—SALISETO, MARIALE TEORICO, " On the Birth of Mary," p. 64.
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natural is it the case with regard to the august Virgin, who,

consider her under what aspect we please, rises above all

creatures.

Theophylact and Metaphrastes maintain that Mary was

born in Bethlehem ; and the learned Salmeron is of the same

opinion. On the contrary, Poza, Cupero, and other authors

of high rank, insist that she was born in the city of Dio-

cissarea. Some think that as Joachim had a honse at Jeru

salem, Anne must have born her only child at Jerusa

lem ; and among these writers, there are some who go further,

and affirm that the house of the blessed parents of Mary

was sitnated not far from the celebrated Probatica. Novati

writes as follows : " It well became the Virgin who was to

be the ' health of the weak,' to be born near the pool where

infirmities were healed, in order that by her it might be more

easy for us to receive health of soul and body.0

Moreover, as these opinions do not rest on opinions, which

it is impossible to contradict, we willingly subscribe the opin

ion of those who maintain that Mary was born at Nazareth.

In fact, according to the testimony of different historians, it

is clear that Joachim, although he had a house in another

city, yet resided ordinarily at Nazareth. From Nazareth he

set out with Anne for the temple of Jerusalem. After it was

revealed that she should become frnitful, they returned to

Nazareth. It is reasonable, then, to conclude that Mary was

born there, especially as we read that this holy couple came

from Nazareth, to present their blessed daughter in the tem

ple in fulfilment of their vow. Moreover, it is very probable

that Mary, after becoming the spouse of Joseph, continued to

live in her own city ; because it was not the custom for young

Jewesses, except for grave reasons, to leave their native place ;

* See TaoMREI.Li, Dissertation V.
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and men of humble condition, such as Joseph was, were not

accustomed to solicit in marriage strange maidens. We

read, moreover, in the gospel, that Mary and Joseph resided at

Nazareth : " And in the sixth month, the Angel Gabriel was

sent from God into a city of Galilee, called Nazareth, to a

virgin espoused to a man, whose name was Joseph, of the

house of David, and the Virgin's name was Mary." *

This opinion that Nazareth was the birthplace of the

Blessed Virgin, is maintained by almost all ; it is moreover

confirmed by the authority of the Bollandists : " If," they

say, "it is permitted to reason by conjectures, and to seek

how it came to pass that the Virgin and her spouse resided

at Nazareth, while they regarded Bethlehem as their city,

we believe that we can say with a greater show of probabil

ity, that Joachim and Joseph, both born of an illustrious

family, after losing their property in Judea, if indeed any had

descended to them from their ancestors by inheritance, re

tired to Galilee from a feeling of shame. There Joseph

began to live by the labor of his hands, and Joachim, with

the little money he had left, bought some property ; his af

fairs prospered, and he was soon able to purchase a house in

Nazareth, and marry a wife of his own or another tribe, but

probably of that of Levi, which was already scattered in all

the cities ; that is to say, espouse Anne, who was of the

priestly race." f

We shall here also mention that Nazareth is frequently

named in Holy Writ as the city of Mary and Joseph. In

St. Luke we read : "And when they had performed all things

* Luke i. 26, 27.

t On the 20th of March, when the feast of St. Joachim was celebrated. The

festival of this saint is now fixed ou the Sunday within the octave of the Assump

tion.
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according to the law of the Lord, they returned into Galilee

into their city Nazareth, and the child grew," &c.0 At the

end of the book De Locis Hebraicis, we read that there is a

spot at Nazareth held in great veneration as the birthplace

of the Blessed Virgin. We also read in the same book that

" Nazareth possesses a church erected on the very spot where

the angel brought the divine message to Mary, and another

church in the spot where Our Lord was brought up." Bede

speaks of these two churches in almost identical terms, f

This being so, we cannot but believe that the house where

the infant Jesus was brought up, was Joseph's, and that

where the Annunciation took place, the house of the Blessed

Virgin. According to this, it would seem, as we have said,

that Mary, following the custom of Jewish women, con

tinued after her marriage to reside there with Joseph.^

In Nazareth, then, which signifies " city of flowers," was

born, amid the joy of her mother and the angels who hovered

around her, the Virgin who is called the fair Rose of Jericho.

We need not say how the happy parents of Mary rejoiced

when they saw their desire accomplished, and their vows heard.

The incomparable daughter whom God granted them, filled

them with a joy the greater as her privileges were more sub

lime, since she was already chosen in the divine councils, to

 

* Luke ii. 39. f De 'oc>s Sanctis, c. xvi.

J The Jews married very young ; the young men at the age of thirteen, the

girls immediately after the age of puberty, might contract marriage ; the latter

did not appear in public before. The moment a maiden was promised she became

a spouse. She did not ordinarily at once cohabit with her spouse, althongh she

might see him freely. If during that time she was unfaithful, she might be pun

ished by foree of the law. We shall speak of the marriage rites if the Jews iu the

second book of this work, when we treat of the marriage of the Blessed Virgin

and St. Joseph ; and in the chapter on the Annunciation, we shull see whether

the honse of Mary is that which was trausported to Dalmatia, thence t<j Loretto.
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be the Mother of the Saviour of the World. Wilh what love

did the holy pair weleome and regard that child blessed by

heaven. For, illumined by the light of God, they understood

well the incomparable gift which they had received from the

divine gooduess. " Happy parents ; " shall we say with St.

John Damascenus, '' happy parents, you have brought into

the world a Virgin who will one day be the mother of God."*

Although this child was descended on her father's side

from the royal family of David, and on her mother's, from the

priestly family of Aaron, and was, moreover, destined to be

the mother of the only Son of God, nothing great in the eyes

of men marked her birth in her father's house. Abjec

tion, poverty, humility, silence, contempt of the world, alone

formed her cortege. But this birth could not but be, in the

eyes of faith, a beautiful and joyous spectacle, for angels and

for heaven, because it germed like a fragrant lily amid thorns.

She was born not only without sin, but also adorned and en

riched with all virtues, different from the other children of

Adam, who all come into the world children of wrath and

sin, and enemies of God. Mary is the only one who, under

the apparent miseries and weaknesses common to all men,

conceals the most precious treasures of divine benediction,

and was loaded with all the graces of the Holy Ghost from

the first instant of her life. We may then justly say, that

at Mary's birth a new light seemed to arise on the Jews ; for

like the first Esther she was joy and honor for all.f In Mary

germed on earth that long-desired flower of the fields, from

which was to rise the lily of the valley, Jesus Christ.

Finally, the Holy Fathers speak with rapture, and in the

* Virginem enim Dei nmtrem peperistia.

t .ludieis uutcm nova lux oriri visa est, gaudium, honor et tripudinm. Esth.

viii. 16.
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most magnificent terms that eloquence can inspire, of the

birth of this angust child. " The heavenly choirs," says St.

Augustine, " chant full of joy, and the sweet tones of heaven's

harps are blended with their voices. . . . The miracle of the

new childbirth has overcome the cause of sin." 0

St. John Damascenus cries joyfully : " Yes, by Mary's

birth the human race has been restored, by it the sadness

caused by Eve is changed into a perfect joy." ")• St. Bernardine

of Sienna, speaking of the birth of Mary, observes joyfully,

" that heaven made earth an inestimable present ; " J and the

Abbot Rupert says : " The nativity of the Virgin is the end

of sorrow and the beginning of joy."§

In fact, at the birth of that angust child, the desired

aurora rose upon the earth, messenger of the true sun of jus

tice. Hence it comes that the Holy Fathers emulously, so to

speak, seek analogies between Mary and the dawn. The

dawn, they say, placed between day and night, is the termi

nation of the night which ends upon it, and the principle of

the day which begins on it. The dawn calls the mechanic

and farmer from repose to labor, from sleep to toil ; and

Mary's birth awakens the saints from their repose, for they are

no longer retained in the bosom of Abraham to contemplate

* Serm. VIII. de Sanctis (II. de Annnnt.)

t ST. JOHN DAMASCENUS already cited.

J Pretiosum hodie mnnus ccelum nohis Iurgitum est.

§ On this mystical resemblance between Mar}' and the dawn, a poet has made

this ingenious distich :

Solem nmho parinnt Aurora et Virgo: iw

Solem viva parit; 'lum park ilia, perit.

In fact the sun is bom of the dawn, but the dawn dies in giving birth to the snn.

JHSRS is born of Mary, but at the birth of Jesus Mary receives a fairer life. This

mystic aurora invites men to chant a hymn ofjoy, as the natural aurora invites

the birds of the air to intone their harmonions warblings.
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the promises, but called to reveal to the world the coming of

the Redeemer, to publish the law, to scatter the gospel seed.

The first of these saints, as we see in Scripture, was St.

John the Baptist, the precursor of our Lord. Justly then does

the Church chant : " Thy nativity, O Virgin Mother of God,

brings joy into the whole world, because thou hast brought forth

to the earth the sun of justice, Jesus Christ, our God ; " and

here St. Bernardino exclaims : " Yes, this day is the nativity

of the Blessed Virgin, of whom the Saviour of the world chose

to be born, in order that those who were born to death might

be born again to life. She was born on this day, a new Eve :

by the fault of our first mother, men fell under the scourge

of the ancient malediction : by the second, they have inherited

benediction." *

Among the many reflections which St. Augustine makes

on the first book of Genesis against the Manicheaiis, he

compares the six ages of the world to the six dayc of creation :

light and darkness, he says, created on the first day, prefig

ure the original justice which followed the dark night of sin in

the first age of the world. The firmament created between

the waters, prefigures the ark amid the deluge, and the divi

sion of tongues. The earth separated from the waters, pro

ducing flowers and fruit, represents the Jewish nation sepa

rated from all other nations by circumcision, and producing

flowers and fruit by the grace preserved in it. The sun, moon,

and stars, created on the fourth day, prefigure the prophets,

kings, and faithful people. The fifth day represents the He

brews and Gentiles plunged into idolatry. The sixth day, when

man was created, represents the birth of Christ, the desire of

the nations and of the everlasting hills ; but the Messias was

to be born of Mary ; then Mary was also impatiently expected,

« Sermo I. de Nativitate U. M. V.
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and the age in which she appeared in the world was the most

glorious.

The Fathers, doctors, and theologians emulate each other

in extolling the glories and wonders of that holy nativity, the

most glorious ever seen on earth, next to that of our Lord Jesus

Christ, because the maternity of Anne filled the august

Trinity with joy and hell with terror.0

In the preceding chapter we have spoken at sufficient

length of the privileges of Mary's soul ; we shall now see

how those of her body correspond to these sublime privileges.

St. John Damascenus, speaking of the bodily beauty of the

Blessed Virgin, says that in her were blended all the graces

and beauties which nature can bestow on a human maiden ; f

and Gerson adds, that Mary combined in her all the beauties

scattered in the fairest creatures.^ Beauty of body, St. Am

brose remarks, reveals n beautiful soul. Mary, then, who was

predestined to be the mother of God, was to be endowed with

singular beauty, in order that we may conclude how beautiful

was the soul which animated so beautiful a body.§ Genc-

brard assures us that Jesus, in bodily form, resembled his

mother.|| Now according to the Holy Scriptures Jesus was

> In the revelations of St. Matilda I L. xiv.\ we rend that nt the birth of Mary

the Holy Trinity " exulted so, that from the abundance of His joy, heaven and

eurth and all creatures, unwittingly exulted." In the revelations of St. Bridget we

«re told that the devils said to each other : " Lo, a certain Virgin is born, what

shall we do ? For something of an admirable future is visible in her. If we

spread before her all the nets of onr malice, she will burst them like flax." St.

Bridget, who lived from 1302 to 1373, left a whole volume of revelatious, divided

into eight books, which were approved by the Fathers of the Council of Basle,

after the examination, which by order of the some Council, was made by Cardinal

Jnlun Torquemadn, Master of the Sacred Apostolic Palace.

t Oral de Nativitate.

JAlph.82.1ett.A.

§ Lib. n. de Virg.

II SENERRARD in Psalm xliv.

I Hun:
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the fairest of the children of men : * it follows, therefore,

that Mary was the fairest of Virgins : and this beauty was

only an apparent veil, through which all her virtues appeared ;

and her soul, the noblest and holiest of creatures, revealed

itself in her looks.f

Some have discussed the question whether the Blessed

Virgin at her birth was intrusted to the care of an angel.

Passing over the scholastic controversy as to whether every

man has a particular augel appointed to guard him, or

whether several men are placed under the protection of a

single angel, we say that it is admitted that Christ alone had

the privilege of having no guardian angel, because in him

the divinity was hypostatically united to the humanity : with

St. Ildephonsus, St. Bernard, St. Lawrence Justinian, with

many other Fathers and theologians, and especially with the

most profound and pious Suarez, we say again that Mary had

as a guardian one of the most elevated in the order of angels,

a spirit reserved from all eternity for the guardianship of the

Blessed Virgin.f

* Psalm xliv.

t Novati admits as probable, what some have written, namely : that the body

of the Blessed Virgin was so perfect, that it exhaled the sweetest odors, applying

literally to her that passage of Eeclesiastlcus : " I gave a sweet smell like cinna

mon and aromatic balm," (xxiv. 20.) ; and he cites the testimony of St. Dionysiui

Areopagita, who, as Ferreol tells ue, (Lib. V. de Maria Aug. c. vi.) having had

the happiness of seeing the Blessed Virgin, wrote that her body exhaled an odor

of heavenly sweetuess.

J AVILA (in Matt. xvii.) says that it is probable that Mary, as a private per-

eon, had at her birth to wateh over her the first of the guardian angels ; and that

after her Conception of the Divine Word, when the principle of the great work of

Redemption rested on her, the Archangel Gabriel was united to the first augei.

On which St. Bonnventure, considering the words of St. Luke : " Do not believe that

Mary was then deprived of the guardianship of angels, because Gabriel departed

from her in the visible form which he had assumed." ST. JOHN DAMASCENUS,

(Orat. L de Nativ. Virg.) says that the Divine Wisdom gave Mary the Evangelist
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This guardian could not, inasmuch as she was impeccable,

discharge in her regard all the duties which other angels do

for the unhappy children of Adam committed to their care ;

but he could at least ward off from her all evils and dangers,

by enlightening her soul ; he could in this young virgin ac

knowledge, serve, and honor her who was chosen to be the

Mother of God.* And in fact what need have little children,

just come into the world, to be guarded by angels, except to

shield them from danger from without ? Yet it is the com

mon opinion that children are from birth confided each to an

angel's care. Let us conclude then that Mary was not only

not deprived of this celestial guardian, but also that a legion

of angels watched over her day and night, from the instant

of her conception, and that this heavenly troop, ever on the

alert to protect her, never after left her side, as St. Bernar

dino of Sienna affirms, as it was revealed to St. Bridget,f

and as we love to repeat for the honor of our august Queen.

St. John to guard her and provide for her bodily wants, and the Archangel Gabriel

to guard her and meet the wants of her soul.

* The same Avila suys that the guardianship of the angels over Mary was not

useless, inasmuch as to act holily requires not only intrinsic means, that is. graces

and infused virtues, but also extrinsic means, among which is the guardianship

of the angels, who aid us hy persuading, enlightening, and exciting to good. ST.

BOEAVENTUEE uses the following language : Et si bencficium ipsi impenderent,

propter infirmitatem carnis, cultus tumen reverentite ipsi exhibebant tanquam

mater Dei. (In Cap. I. Luca.) Although they rendered her a service in conse

quence of the weakness of the flesh, yet they paid her the homage of reverence,

RS Mother of God.

t Assistebant illi innumerabiles multitudincs angelorum in ejns protectionem ;

pic enim ereditur quod plurimns legioncs angelorum hubuit ad enstodiam et pro

tectionem suam ; cum et Elisens, nt legitur (4 Reg. vi.) angelornm tuuUitudinem

hubuerit ad sui defensionem. (ST. BERNARDIINUS SENENIS in Bibliotheca Patrum XX.)

Countless multitudes of angels stood uround to protect her, for it is piously be

lieved that she had several legions of angels for her guard and protection, since

Elisens, as we read, had a multitude of angels for his defence.—" Facto autem
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O wonder 1 " if sixty warriors," we will exclaim with

St. Bonaventure, "guarded the bed of Solomon, can we

doubt fhat a far greater number of celestial guardians

watched over Mary, that living bed in which, for nine months,

reposed the very Son of God ? " *

Some days after the birth of this blessed child, her

joyful parents gave her the name of Mary.f The Fathers

and writers unanimously affirm that this august name had

been revealed by God himself to Anne and Joachim. St.

Bonaventure adds that God himself pronounced that glorious

name,:}; and St. Jerome says that the angel who consoled

the blessed couple in their sterility, commanded them to call

by that name the blessed daughter that was to be born of

them.§

Finally, several reasons of propriety induce us to say that

this most sweet name of Mary was given to the Blessed

corpore meo, Dens a Divinitate sua animam ereatom iinmi«it corpore, et mox

anima cum corpore sanctificata est quam angeli custodiebant die ac nocte." (SANC-

TA BRIOITTA, Revel. I. c. ix). My body having been formed, God infused into my

body a soul ereated by his Divinity, and presently my soul and body were sancti

fied, and angels watehed my soul night and day.

* ST. BONAVENTURE in Cap. I. Lucte.

•f Some say that the imposition of the name took phice the eighth day after

the birth. Yet we cannot fix the day with certainty, because the Seriptures do

not say whether the name was given to girls as to boys on that day.

J Benedictum sit gloriosmm nomen, quod os Domini mirabiliter nominavit. ST.

BONAVENTURE, Psaltery. Blessed be the glorious name, which the mouth of the

Lord wonderfully pronounced.

§ Uxor tua pariet tibi filiam et vocabis nomen ejus Mariam—Missus sem ad

te, Anna, nt annuntiam filiam nasciturum, qme Maria vocabitur, et super mmnes

mulieres erit benedicta.—Thy wife shall bear thee a daughter, and thou shall call

her name Mary—I am sent to thee, Anna, to announce a daughter to be horn

of thee, who shall be called Mary, and who shall be blessed above all women. See

ST. EPIPHANIUS, Oratio de Pnesentatione Mariie Virginia.—ST. AMUROSE, Lib. IL

in Lncam.—ST. PETER DAMIAS, Sermo II. de Annuntiatioue.
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Virgin by the express command of God.

abbot of Clairvanx says, 0 all the privileges granted to the

other Saints are found in Mary in a supereminent degree,

can we say that this beantiful name was not imposed by a

command from heaven, when, in the sacred pages, we read

that the parents of Ismael, Isaac, and St. John the Precur

sor, received orders to call their wonderful children by those

names ?

Moreover, if we believe that God gave names to these

predestined children, in order to mark, as the angelic Doctor

eays,f the grace with which they were adorned at birth, and

the greatuess and glory of those who bore the name, no one

can donbt but that God named her who was predestined

from alf eternity to be the Mother of his only Son. " The

name of Mary," says St. Peter Chrysologus, "announces the

greatuess of the Virgin." J

The Holy Fathers find in the sacred name of Mary, three

significations, each of which corresponds with the glory to

which God had destined her. First, the name of Mary sig

nifies " the sea," and, in that sense, it symbolizes not only the

graces with which the Almighty endowed her, but also the

misfortune which man experiences in withdrawing from that

sea. " Every grace," cries St. Bonaventure, ''enters in Mary :

the grace of foresight which enriches the prophets, the apos

tle's grace of zeal, the martyr's grace of constancy, the virgin's

grace of purity, all are found superabundantly in Mary ; and

as earth far from the sea is arid, so souls which stray from this

august Queen cannot produce frnits of life." § St. Peter

Damian says : " No one can be saved without the help of

* F.pistola 174 ad Canon. Lugdunens. t In Epist ad Ilom. 48.

^ Dignitas Virginis annunciator ex uouiine.

§ In Spec. c. HI.
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Mary." * But, besides signifying sea of graces, this name

also signifies " sea of bitterness." Who, as we shall see, ever

had in her life greater bitterness than the holy Mother of

God ? Is she not saluted by nations under the title of

Queen of Sorrows ? Is there a hardship, a pain, an afflic

tion, a grief from which Mary was exempt ? Was there ever

a person in history or fiction, who suffered more than this

daughter of Sion ? Ah ! as Jeremias says : " she was like a

raging sea agitated by the most furious tempests." f

Finally this beautiful name also signifies " Sovereign,"

" Illuminated," and " Illuminatrix." J And Mary, as we have

seen, beyond all doubt knew God from the first moment of

her conception, and during the nine months that she bore

him in her womb, she received from him so great a light of

grace, that she merited to be called the " illuminatrix " of

the Church, who guards as a treasure all hc r words recorded

in the gospel. The word Mary is like a heavenly manna,

containing an exquisite savor ; and, to leave metaphors, it is a

profound instruction on the everlasting life. The angel of

the schools compares Mary, illuminated and illuminating, to

the moon and sun. In fact the sun shines in the heavens by

its own light, so that the eye cannot gaze upon it with im

punity ; with its quickening rays it enlightens the world, and

penetrating into the bowels of mountain and valley, earth

and sea, it fructifies, nourishes and quickens all that exists ;

and when, in its course, it refuses at certain hours its light to

one part of the world, it darts its rays on the moon, which

illuminated by it reflects its light on the darkened hemiu

* Sermo de ssumptioue.

f Lamentations ii. 1 '.

J Convenienter Maria vocatur illuminate in se, et illuminatrix in alioe, quan

tum ad totom mundum ; iteo ussimikitur -ni i et lunsc.
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phere, thus comforting and rejoicing men, who, but for her,

would be plunged in darkness.

Thus, these two luminaries admirably figure what Mary's

name expresses, " illuminated " and " illuminating 1 " O

blessed name ! O glorious name ! thou dost express all that

is grand in sanctity, in merit, and in glory, and mortals can

never sufficiently praise and bless thee !

What other name after the most sweet name of Jesus, is

more worthy of our respect and love ? What other can

better excite our confidence and admiration ? Can we be

astonished that the Church has wished it particularly hon

ored,* and that the Saints have always had such love for this

holy name, and have written such admirable things to excite

us to fove it ? " That august name, which, as St. Am

brose assures us, signifies also ' God is of my blood,' f is the

key of the gate of paradise to him who invokes it," says St.

Ephrem. J

St. Anthony of Padua says, that this most sweet name

is " honey in the mouth, music in the ear, and joy in the

heart." § St. Anselm adds: "There is neither misfortune

" The Church celebrates the feast of the name of Mary, on the Sunday within

the octave of the Nativity. This feast, although more ancient, was established in

the Church by pontifical deeree of Pope Leo X. in 1513, in the city and diocese

of Cuenza in Spain. Suspended by St. Pius V., it was restored by Sixtus V.,

through the influence of Cardinal Deza. From Spain it passed to other countries ;

Innocent VI., by a deeree in the year 1683, directed the office of the name of Mary

to be recited throughont the Catholic world, in memory of the deliverance of

Vienna, when besieged by the Ottoman army.

t De Int. I sry. c. v. J De prec. ad Viry.

§ St. Anthony of Padua attributed to the name of Mary the same effects ns

St. Bernard did to the name of Jesus. " The name of Jesus," said the latter,

" the name of Mary," said the former, " is joy in the heart, music in the cars,

honey in the mouth." In fact, what a flame of charity and what unspeakable

sweetuess filled the saints at the mere name of Mary, St. Bernard, St. Bernardino
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nor danger from which this name does not preserve." * So

terrible is it to the demons, that on merely hearing it they fly

in terror ; it is so sweet to devout souls, that they find untold

joy and delight in hearing and uttering it.

" The name of Mary," says St. Bernard, " name which

signifies Star of the sea, is perfectly applicable to the Blessed

Virgin. Mary is compared to the star, because, as the star

transmits its light without sullying its rays, so the Virgin re

mained intact in bearing the Eternal Word. The ray takes

naught away from the beauty of the star, nor does the Son

from the purity of His Mother. This star is more noble than

Jacob's, for its ray enlightens the whole world ; its effulgence

shines in heaven and penetrates to the very abyss of hell ; by

shining on earth, it warms the souls of men, it favors virtue

and consumes vice. It is the beautiful and radiant star

which shines above this immense sea. O yon, whoever you

are, who are tossed on this stormy ocean, raise your eyes to

this star if you would escape shipwreck. When the adverse

winds of temptation blow, amid shoals, tribulations, pride,

ambition, slander, raise your eyes to Mary. If the remem

brance of your sins afflicts yon, if remorse besets yon, if the

rigors of the judgment terrify yon, despair not, go to Mary.

Have her name ever on your lips and in your heart ; to obtain

her protection, imitate the example of her virtues. Walking

in her steps you cannot err ; praying to her you are sure to

obtain ; thinking of her you will not fail. If Mary supports

yon, you shall not fall ; if she guides, you shall reach your

heavenly country." f

Never has it been heard that any one invoked in vain the

of Sienna, St. Anthony of Padua, St. Bonaventure, St. Alphonsus Liguori, Blessed

Heury Suso, and others, can tell.

* De excclh.'utiu Virg. t Hom. II. super Missus est.
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holy name of Mary.* To have this on the lips is a sign of

salvation ; as breathing is a certain sign of life, so Mary's

name on our lips is not only a sign of life, but a means of

obtaining everlasting life. Let the sweet name of Mary, then,

be our last word, the last movement of our tongues, in order

that, on leaving the world, we may, like the dove which bore

in its beak a green branch of the olive tree, soar in the bosom

of God to the abode of eternal rest.

* Memorare, piissima Maria, a steculo non auditum ease quemquam ad rua

priesidia confugientem esse derelictmm. ST. AUGUSTINE. Remember, O most

benign Mary, that it is unheard of from ages that any one flying to thy patronage

was ever abandoned.—Sileat miserieordiam tuam, V r.,o beata, qui in necessita-

tibus te invocatam meminerit defuisso. ST. BERNARD. Let him be silent as to

thy merciful compassion, 0 blessed Virgin, who ever invoked thee in his hour of

need and found thee wanting.—Quis invocavit eam et non est auditus ab ipsa ?

Pope INNOCENT III. Who ever invoked and was not heard ?—Citius coslnm et

terra perierint, quam Maria aliquem se implorantem sua ope destituat. Bi osn:s.

Sooner will heaven and earth perish, than Mary deprive of her aid muy erne who

implores her.
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CHAPTER X. .

 

of hope.

CHILDHOOD OF MARY AND HEK PRESENTATION IN THE TEMPLE.

OBJECT of God's delight, Mary had scarcely come

into the world, when she became the admiration of

angels and men. Daughter of benediction, grace

and miracle, she appeared like a lily radiant with

purity, whose beauty Jesus praises, and which, to

use the expression of St. Bernard, gives the perfume

Like a noble plane tree, she grew by the stream of

the divine graces. It is past all doubt, that Mary, impeccable

from the very instant of her conception, endowed with the

perfect use of reason, and enriched with a great light corre

sponding to the grace with which she had been adorned, began

immediately after her birth to put into acts the virtues of

which she had the infused habit.

We shall first speak briefly, as best we may, of the vir

tues of her childhood and then of her Presentation in the

temple.

It is a pions and generally received opinion, that the an-

Ml
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gust child began in the first months to abstain from milk

some days in the week.0 Although this is denied by some,

Nicephorns maintains it, and gives this proof : " If different

saints,f on certain days of the week, voluntarily abstained from

milk, certainly the Virgin, destined to be the Queen of

Saints, did so, choosing in every action what was most agree

able to God." This opinion is confirmed by the authority

of Fulbert : he relates that it was revealed to Felix, a hermit

of Thebais, that the Blessed Virgin, as a babe, abstained

certain days of the week. We may further add that Mary,

by her gift of intelligence and perfect will, knowing the

privileges and advantages of fasting, practised it sponta

neously at an early period. Otherwise we should say that she

admired virtues without practising them, which is repugnant

to all that is said elsewhere.

It is also a pious belief, that the Blessed Virgin was

weaned sooner than other children ordinarily are,J an(i

* See POZA, Ehifid. Mar. Book III. tract. 13. c. vii.—NICEPHORUS, Book I.

c. vii.—DE CASTRO, IKet. Deiparse, Preface.—FULRERT, en //. Math.—FRANCIS

XIHENES, Patriareh of Jernsalem, Book I. ch. xxvii.

t Dorlando relates in his Chronicle, that St. Stephen refused milk every Fri

day. Methodius, Metaphrastes, and St. Lawrence Justinian say, that St. Nicholas,

Arehbishop of Myra, would never suckle on Wednesday and Saturday. Peter

Natulis relates that Sisinnius took milk only once a day, on Wednesday, Friday,

and Saturday ; and Gretser adds, that John Feriuo also suckled only once on

Mondays, Wednesdays, and Saturdays.

% St. Jerome relates that iu ancient times children were weaned only at the

ny;o of five years ; this opinion is supported by several writers, as he says, some

have even thought, and it seems credible, that they were weaned by their mothers

only at the age of twelve years. Moreover, we read in the second book of Mae-

clmbees (vii. 17 \ these words of a mother to a son : " My son, have pity upon me

who bore thee nine months in my womb, and gave thee suck three years." And

in the second book of Paralipomenon (xxxi. 16', it is said that the portion of bread

and wine was to be given to the sons of the priests, " from three years old and

upwards." Hence it is generally believed that Jewish mothers generally nursed

their children for three years.
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of herself she soon ceased to present her lips to her mother's

breast. Hence some have been led to believe that she wished

to hasten, as far as in her lay, the longed-for hour, when she

could retire to the temple whither the voice of her heavenly

Bridegroom invited her to consecrate herself interiorly to him.

We know too little what were in her first years the im

pulses of her love for God, what was the fervor of her vows

and prayers, the ardor of the divine fire which consumed her

heart ; we know not the value, merit, and number of multi

plied acts of her heroic virtues ; but we believe that we are

in the truth, when we say with St. Anselm * that Mary had,

from the first instant, as much love for God as any other

creature had or will have, inasmuch as that dear child had

laid the foundations of her ardent love, where other creatures

lay the crowning pinnacle of their highest sanctity.

According to this, if so many illustrious souls in the law

of grace have, from the cradle, given so many exterior signs

of uncommon sanctity, can we have any difficulty in believing

that Mary did not await the ordinary age to express to God

the praises and thanks which she had offered him in her heart

at the very moment of her conception ? And then we see

her move over the ground, with the still unsteady step of in

fancy, to choose beneath her father's roof, a retired spot to

pray devoutly, and pour out her SO1I! before God. Smiling,

sweet and modest, dignified in her demeanor, wise in all her

actions, Mary appears to us as a prodigy of perfection, or,

according to the expression of Sophronius, like the delightful

garden of her Creator.

Thus exempt by grace from all earthly affection, from

every revolt of the senses, free from every tie, she kept her

eyes and heart constantly turned to God : and in him, as

* Del Excellentia Virg.



LIFE OF THE BLhbbtD

 

towards her centre, she soared with the flight of the amorous

dove, and loved him with an immense and daily increasing

love. God even, the better to rear his " all fair," his " well

beloved," yet a child, opened the inexhaustible treasures of

the divine virtues, and poured them in torrents into the soul

of Mary, in order that she might ascend to an unheard of

and prodigious sanctity, as became her who was predestined

from all eternity to be the Mother of the only Son of God.

The enviable parents ever felt an inward emotion when

contemplating their wonderful daughter, and acknowledging

in her the fruit of heavenly benedictions, they rivalled each

other in piety ; the neighbors, relatives, domestics, always re

garded her with complacency, not knowing which most to

admire—her chaste beauty, or her prodigious virtue, which in

spite of her efforts, shone forth in her countenance ; and all

thought that so extraordinary a child was destined to great

and sublime things. Soon after, the parents were fully per

suaded of it, when, as some think,* Mary asked to be con

ducted to the temple, to be brought up there with the other

young maidens.

This was, doubtless, the object of all the desires of

Mary, who felt herself more and more called to solitude by

the voice of her well-beloved. The temple built by Solomon

on the summit of a mountain in the city of Sion, passed for

one of the wonders of the world. Nothing equalled the mag

nificence of that masterpiece of art. ,

At the extremity of the temple rose an edifice still

more rich and adorned, called the Holy of Holies, where the

Ark of the Covenant was guarded with the greatest venera

* St. Germauns of Constantinople, St. Epiphmnius, St. Gregory of Nyssa, cited

bv St. Alphonsus Lignori (Glories of Mary, Disc. iii ou the Present ), are of the

-ame opinion.
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tion. There had been erected the nltar, near which was the

golden candlestick of seven branches. Fifteen mysterious

steps* led up to the sanctuary, around which rose the dwell

ings of those desiined to the service of the house of the

Lord, that is to say, of the priests, Levites, widows, and vir

gins. These habitations were divided into different apart

ments, according to the rank of each. By the sumptuous

style of the vestibules, we may judge of the magnificence of

the temple, to the construction of which great sums had been

devoted. Priests alone had access to the interior vestibule ;

the people assembled in the second, the sexes, however, apart.

The porch of the first entrance was left to the Gentiles and

unclean Jews. If, after the Babylonian captivity, the temple,

as rebuilt by Zorobabel, could not equal the splendor and

magnificence of the former, it at least preserved its form and

size.

We know from Josephus, the Jewish historian, that the

cloister set apart for the virgins, was divided into ninety

cells, where the young maidens were brought up with the

greatest care. There, hidden from the eyes of men, under the

d!rec" ion of discreet women, they learned all the employment

suited to their age and condition. By interior galleries they

passed at certain hours into the temple to be present at the

'W7

* Some think that these fifteen steps corresponded to the fifteen states of the

blessed, or the nine choirs of the angels, and those of the saints, namely : the

patriarchs, apostles, martyrs, confessors, and virgins, whose virtues have been

propagated by Mury. Others maintain that on these steps were clumted the Gra

dual Psalms ; but this is doubtful, as neither the Bible nor Josephus state tho

number of fteps in Solomon's temple. Ezcchiel mentions fifteen, seven of which

led to the vestibule of the women, and eight to that of the men. Josephus says,

that the second temple had a still greater number : fourteen led from the porticos

to the women's vestibule, fifteen from the latter to that of the men, and thence

twelve more led into the temple ; but this is equally doubtful.
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prayers and sacrifices : then the chief care of the virgins was

confided to the high priest.

Among the Jews, presentation in the temple might take

place at two epochs, as we see in the sacred pages of the Old

Testament ; first, by the law inscribed in Leviticus,0 a woman

who had borne a child was ordered to present it in the temple

forty days after her delivery, if it was a son, and eighty if a

girl, and to offer for a holocaust, as a legal expiation, a larnb,

and a dove or pigeon. But if the mother was poor, she was

reqnired to offer only a pair of doves or pigeons. This cere

mony was called the " Presentation of the child in the tem

ple," and relatively to the mother, the " Purification." We

have nothing to show us how Anne fulfilled this law ; yet

from her tried piety, ve cannot but believe that she fulfilled

it strictly. But it is useless to dwell longer on these two

kinds of presentation, inasmuch as they do not concern our

subject.

From the giving of the Mosaic law, it was customary

with the Jews to consecrate themselves to God, and to make

vows of consecrating their children to him for a time, or irre

vocably for ever, reserving the power of ransoming them by

offerings made to God or by sacrifices. We read, indeed, that

Anne,f wife of Eleana, bound herself before God by such a

vow, and really consecrated to him the son whom she had

besought, and who waj the prophet Samuel. We know also by

the Holy Scriptures that Josaba,J daughter of King Jorani,

sister of Ochozias, and wife of Joiada the high priest,

brought up and educated in the temple to the age of seven

years, the only surviving scion of the race of David, the child

Joas, son of Ochozias, thus concealing him from the pursnit

of the ambitious Athalia, wife of Joram.

* Leviticus xii. t 1 Kings i. J 4 Kings xi. 1-3.
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The infant Mary was doubtless the sole consolation of

her aged parents, who regarded her as a special gift of the

Most High, as the most precious gift that they ever could

have imagined or desired. But if this heavenly child had

thus far constituted the ineffable joy of her father and moth

er, she now placed them under the necessity of giving an un

equivocal proof of great virtue. We have already said how,

when asking of God to be delivered from the shame of ste

rility, Joachim and Anne had vowed to consecrate to the

service of the temple that daughter whom God granted

them. Faithful to their solemn promise, they are now to be

deprived of this darling object of their love. This sacrifice

which they must accomplish is a great one, and it surely

touches them in the tenderest spot of their hearts ; but their

piety is solid and their religion ardent, and they will not grow

weak in the path of virtue. Joachim and Anne loved their

daughter with the tenderest love ; but as they loved her in

God and for God, their love was entirely pure and holy :

hence, generously stifling the voice of nature, they preferred

God's glory and pleasure to their own content and advantage ;

and here it is just to remark, that they might have accom

plished their vow by presenting Mary in the temple, and, after

giving the three shekels prescribed by Leviticus for the ran

som of a daughter from one month to five years old, promised

to God, they might have taken her back to Nazareth as the

only comfort of their declining age : but leaving such ran

soming to less generous and less pious parents, they are

ready, cost what the sacrifice may, to render unto God their

only daughter, obtained of him by a singular miracle.

Thus resolved, they set out from Nazareth for the holy city,

taking Mary with them. Mary, says St. Gregory of Nyssa,*

* Ornt, de A'atic. sea de ltumili Chrieti naDvilnte.
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lively, agile, bounding with joy, though scarcely three years

old,* runs to the temple more willingly than the maiden

enamored of a young monarch to the abode of her royal

spouse.

At the presentation of Mary in the temple, which, accord

ing to the opinion of some, took place during the solemnity

of the Enco3uia, there assisted, according to St. Germanus,

Nicephorus, and others, not only the parents, but also, by the

will of Heaven, many of the noblest persons in Jerusalem,

while thousands of invisible angels around her revelled in

joy. Zachary, according to the opinion of the majority, was

the priest who received the young and holy Virgin into the

temple.f The ties of kindred which united Zachary to Joa-

f?

1

I

* It is the common opinion that the Blessed Virgin was presented in the tem

ple soon nfter the conclusion of her third ypur. Such is the assertion of Evodius,

St. Gregory, St. (iermanus, Theodotus, bishop of Ancyra, St. John Danmscenus,

St. Andrew of Crete, Gregory of Niccm ilin, the author of the book of the Nativity

of Mary, attributed to St. Jerome ; Nicephorus Callixtus, Bartholomew of Trei.t,

Theodoret, de Castro, Baronius, and others. See the Roman Breviary printed in

15(t1, the Carmelite one of 1509, which in the Collect says, that the Blessed Vir

gin was presented in the temple u post tricnmium." In the Franciscan Breviary,

printed at Venice in 1515, we see in the morning hymu the following words:

Vomm (M'lventPs. fl !um

Att temphum ntimm dtTerunt

l>et> placemem Imsttntn

I l1i nmusurum i

And in the Koman Missal, printed at Venice in 1493, we read in the sequence :

Benedict* Virgo iwta

Templo trtrua pnoentata

It I*-r quiuiri gradibiw.

And here we must remark that Pope Sixtus V., on restoring in 1585, the feast

of which we speak at length in the close of ths> chapter, wisely replaced the words

" post trienninm," by " hodierna die," which are in the. prayer, in order that it

could not he said that Rome sanctioned the opinion. There is then no decisive

proof for the age of three years, yet it is a very well supported opinion.

t Although Zachary dwelt at Hebron with his family, it is not strange to find

him at Jerusalem, ns the Hebrew priests had to leave their houses and families in

turn, so as not to be distracted in the functions of the priesthood.
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chim, the elevated post which he occupied in the temple, and

the tender affection which Mary always preserved for him and

for Elizabeth, render this opinion most probable.

Assured, moreover, of the memorable fact of the sacrifice

of herself which Mary made to God, and which the pious

couple made of their beloved daughter, without entering

into any details as to the exterior circumstances which attend

ed that sacrifice, admirable and extraordinary as they were

—we will say, that never had there been made in that temple

an offering greater or more agreeable to God. Yet Solomon

had immolated there his countless victims, at the feast of the

dedication, to invest with greater splendor that new solem

nity ; but all these sacrifices together did not equal the spon

taneous, generous, ardent, irrevocable offer which the young

Virgin of Jesse made of herself to her God.

Who can, indeed, express the piety of that child joyfully

leaving country, home, kindred, aged parents, in a word, all,

to consecrate herself solely to her Divine Master ? \Vbo

can tell the profound humility, the lively faith, the firm hope,

the magnanimous courage, all the virtues which she displayed

in this noble sacrifice ? But one word suffices : the Immac

ulate Virgin offered herself to God !

Yet we mtiy be permitted, after the most esteemed writers,

to describe briefly the exterior ceremony : —The young hand

maid of the Lord, who passed, so to speak, from the cradle to

the temple, knelt before the high priest Zachary, around whom

stood the Levites, his brethren, to assist in the sacred rite.

Joachim and Anne, their hearts deeply moved, presented him

on the threshold their beloved daughter ; they confided to his

care that blessed Virgin, now laid at his feet, to offer her as a

perpetual holocaust. The high priest in the name of the

Lord, who fructifies the womb of mothers, even in advanced

age, accepts with holy respect the precious deposit which grat
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itude confides to him, and which the tics of blood render still

dearer, and opening his heart to the joyful hope of seeing

Elizabeth's sterility cease, the holy old man opened his lips to

bless Mary's parents, like Heli of old, on a similar occasion,

blessing Eleana and his happy spouse ; while amid joyous

chants, mingled with the sound of the sacerdotal harps, the

young Virgin, admitted into the interior of the temple, accom

plished the great sacrifice of herself.0

0 admirable example ! incomparable solicitude, to fly

from the world to consecrate herself to God ! And yet what

could the Blessed Virgin ever fear from living in her father's

house ? Would not her aged parents have watehed over her

like the pupil of their eye ? Would they not have set her

the example of every virtue ? Doubtless ; but the beloved

handmaid of the Most High could scarcely tread the earth

with a firm foot, when she preferred the house of God to her

father's house. After so admirable an example given in so

tender an age, by the Queen of Angels herself, who dare ven

ture to blame him who flies the world and devotes himself to

God, or to retard the accomplishment of a vocation, the loss

of which jeopardizes the eternal salvation of the soul ?

After the ceremony, while Joachim and Anne, weeping,

but resigned and content in their -heart at the accomplish

ment of the vow, left the temple to return to Nazareth, you

might behold in the divine enclosure the young Virgin conse

crated to God, and chosen from all eternity to give to the

* Many writers say that the holy yonng Virgin, placed at the bottom of the

steps, of which we have spoken, impelled hy her excessive desire of flying to God

in the temple, by a special impulse of the Holy Ghost, ascended the steps alone,

firm, intrepid, and active, and proceeded as fur as the sanctnary, to the great aston

ishment of all present, including her parents and the high-priest himself. ST. GER-

HAKUS, de Oblat. B. )'.—GEUGORY of Nicomedia, Oratio de oblatione Viry., and

others.

•ft
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earth the Desired of the Nations, the promised Messi-as. By

this event was accomplished the prophecy of Aggeus : " Great

shall be the glory of this last house " (in which the Saviour of

the world shall enter) "more than of the first." *

To honor the innocence of the chosen young Virgin, and

to recall the time when God separated her from the world, in

order to prepare her for the accomplishment of his divine

decrees, the Church has instituted a festival, under the title

of the PRESENTATION OF MARY IN THE TEMPLE. Some

insist that this feast began in the ninth century, in Greece

and the East, and base their opinion on some homilies of

George of Nicomedia, a contemporary of Photius, patriarch

of Constantinople ; but we think that this George of Nico

media has been confounded with George of Pisidia, who lived

in the seventh century, for it is beyond all doubt that the feast

of the Presentation was celebrated in the eighth century, inas

much as it is comprised in the constitution of Emmanuel

Comnenus, a constitution of which we have already spoken.

The Russians have taken this feast from the Greeks, as they

have taken most of their rites, as did also the Copts or Ja

cobites of Egypt. The feast of the Presentation was instituted

in the West at a much later date, that is to say, in 1373, by

the influence of a French nobleman named Philip de Mai-

zieres, chancellor of the island of Cyprus, where the house

of Lusignan then reigned. Sent as ambassador by his king,

Philip, to Pope Gregory XL, then sitting at Avignon, Philip

de Maizieres told the sovereign Pontiff that the Orientals

celebrated the feast of the Presentation of Mary in the tem

ple, and in proof gave him the office to read. The Pope after

having had the office examined, approved it, and the same

year celebrated the feast at Avignon, with all the Roman

* AOOEUS ii. 10.
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Court. Yet it would seem that the feast of the Presentation

gradually fell into oblivion, at least till the period when Gre

gory XI. restored to Home the apostolic see.

Louis de Maizieres was then sent as ambassador of the

King of Cyprus to the court of France ; he inspired King

Charles V. with so great a devotion for this feast, that that

monarch wrote to the professors of the college of Navarre to

excite them to celebrate the solemnity, declaring it his wish

to have it yearly celebrated for ever. Cardinal Ximenes, we

are told, instituted it, and the feast of St. Joseph, at his

church of Toledo in the beginning of the sixteenth century.

Cardinal Quinonez, appointed by Clement VII. to reform the

Breviary, fixed the office of the Presentation on the 21st of

November, more especially as it is believed* that this feast

was instituted at Home in the time of Pius II. and Paul II.

But the breviary of Quinonez, although approved by Cle

ment VII. and Paul III., was suppressed by St. Pius V.

After an examination under the pontificate of Sixlus V., the

celebration of this feast was prescribed anew in the year

1585. f This Sovereign Pontiff, on adding this to the other

feasts of the Blessed Virgin, ordered it to be mentioned in

the calendar, and recited in all the Church as an office of

double rite.

* In thie martyrology of Usuard, ns Molano attests, we read : " Hierosolymis

Prsesentatio Bente Genitricis Dei Mariie, quntu Pius ct Paulas, pontifices Romani

cum iudulgentiis institueraut.

•f The words of the deeree are : " Aliis igitur celebritatibus perputue Virginis,

qtnffl ub ffiterno pnepuratur, ct prophetieis testificatiouibus pneunnciata, noudum

Mater Dei Angelo nuntiante fuerat effecta, a Catholica Ecclesia conseeratis, ejus-

dem quoque, qua templum Dei futura erat, et saerarium Spiritus Sawti, in ta>m-

plum pnesentationem ab antiquissimis usque temporibus smunm nbique gentium

cum venerntione observatam adseribi volumus, ct, sicubi iutemiiasa est, rcstitui

ac jugiter custodiri. BENEDICT XIV. De Festi.



CHAPTER XI.

 

MARY'S LIFE IN THE TEMPLE.—vow OF VIRGINITY.

ARY, that noble plant gemmed with the dew of

heaven, soon produced in that chosen garden blos

soms and fruit of admirable sanctity. " Rich with

fruits like the prolific olive," says St. John Daiu-

ascenus, " she was the abode of all virtues, in

order that she might be worthy to conceive in her chaste

womb the God, who, being holy, reposes in the saints." *

It is the opinion of most of the Fathers and sacred

writers that Mary, as soon as she saw herself secure in that

asylum of peace and happiness, resolved to preserve herself

exteriorly such as she was interiorly by grace, in order to dis

play her gratitude to God who had conducted her thither, and

by a special favor had created her exempt from sin. Then it

was that

" That heaveuly child, that maid divine,"

* De fide orthod. Book IV. oh. xiv.
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made a solemn vow to consecrate herself for ever to God. The

angels heard that vow, and beheld themselves not only

eqnalled but even far surpassed by her who made the promise :

for Mary became by her will and the grace of heaven, what

they are by nature.

Thus co-operating with divine grace, Mary was like that

flower, till then unknown, which, white and fragrant, grew

amid the thorns of this valley of tears, the most pleasing

flower to him who delights only amid the lilies. By that

vow which seemed for ever to preclude her from the title of

mother, the chaste young Virgin approached the dignity of

Mother of God, and crossing the barrier which separated the

ancient from the New Law, plunged into the ocean of evan

gelical virtues. If the Scriptures do not mention this vow,

all the Fathers, unanimous on this point, speak of it in

connection with the words which passed between Mary and

the angel herald of the great mystery, as we shall show in

due time.

The uncommon virtues which radiated forth in this dear

child, and the supernatural gifts with which God had singu

larly adorned her, made the directresses and mistresses of this

cloister, the priests and Levites, soon admire in her the most

astonishing progress, high intelligence, wisdom beyond her

years, in a word, a prodigy of grace. St. Ambrose, St.

Anselm, St. Bonaventure say that she was "sober in word,

prompt to obey, devoted in labor, assiduous in prayer, ever

calm and modest, exhaling an odor of heaven." 0

St. Gregory of Tours says that he learnt by divine revela

tion that "Mary in the temple slept on the bare boards,

practised austerities and fasts, increased in virtue day by

* ST. AMRROSE, Book II. /fe Viry.—ST. ANSELM, de Exc. B. V.—ST. BONAVES

TURE, Life of Chrisl, ch. Hi.
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day, and that all saw resplendent in her beauty of soul and

beauty of body." 0 St. Andrew of Crete represents her as

"ever irreproachable, recollected, and buried in contemplation,

giving a most beautiful example of profound humility, angelic

modesty, heavenly joy, and every other singular virtue." f

We cannot then be astonished that Mary, by the mildness

of her disposition, her noble bearing, rare modesty, gentle

features, graceful conversation and sanctity of life, gladdened

that choir of virgins, and excited them to run with more fer

vor in the path of perfection, whose summit she had, not

withstanding her youth, already attained. It was beautiful

to see her docility to the lessons of her masters, her care to

anticipate their wishes, execute their orders and practise their

counsels. In her speech and silence, motion and rest, all was

eloquent, because all revealed in her an admirable maturity

of mind.

It was not enough for Mary to exercise all virtues, nor to

follow scrupulously the rule of that community which we will

justly call blessed, from having weleomed to its bosom the

greatest of all creatures : her only desire was to unite herself

more and more closely to God by the bonds of the tenderest

love. According to the authority of some Fathers and Doc

tors,J the mode of life followed by the Blessed Virgin in the

temple was as follows : "At midnight she rose and entered

the Holy of Holies § to excite in her heart the fire of divine

la!

* fjbsr is Salnt. Anyel.

t Oratio df Dormit. B. V. M.

I ST. ANSELM, de Laudibus Viryin™.—ST. EPIPHANTUS, de Vila Yiryims.—GRE-

GOIIT of Nicomedia.—ST. Joas DAMASCENUS.

§ Other Fathers more numerons and reliable, maintain that the Blessed Virgin

never entered this spot ; 1 st. The priests alone could enter there, und that bnt

once a year ; 2d. Mary always observed faithfully the leljal prescriptions ; 3d. Be

cause it is incredible that Mary, the model of humility, evsr implored a grace
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love. From the morning till the third hour she remained in

prayer: from the third till -the ninth hour beheld her engaged

in external labors, and praying without interruption, till the

nourishment of which she partook was brought to her by an

angel of God : for she distributed to the poor what was

allowed to her by the priests." Yet it seems to us more suit

able to believe that the Virgin, who at all times devoted her

self to humility, by concealing with special care the most

signal graces, which God with a lavish hand bestowed upon

her, did not vary from the rule of life imposed on the other

young virgins, and that whenever she was gladdened by the

presence of angels, visible to her alone, and was served by

them, it was when in her habitual place in the temple she

was in prayer with her companions. What need, indeed, had

the Blessed Virgin of courting recollection in a retired spot,

who in all her actions ever preserved the closest union with

God ? Mary, while still quite young, says St. Peter Da-

mian,* combined the exercises of the active and contemplative

life ; whence we may believe, that, while at the prescribed

bours she was engaged with her companions in spinning or

sewing, embroidering or weaving the stuffs needed for the

adornment of the sanctuary or use of the priests at sacrifice,

her soul was never diverted from the contemplation of divine

things.

It is easy to show that Mary practised the exercise of this

twofold life ; for by a special care of Divine Providence, having

been led into the temple to prepare better for the conception

and birth of the Incarnate Word, she must have conformed

to the holiest and most perfect, that is, to the mixed life.f

th at would have rendered her privileged among all her companions, and even the

priests.

* Sermo dp Xativ. Viryiaia.

t All the theologians and mystics agree as to the perfection of the mixed life ;
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Moreover, no creature can better serve as an example to

Jesus Christ than his Blessed Mother ; now Jesus Christ

practised the twofold lite, hence the Virgin of Nazareth did

also.

There cannot be a doubt but that Mary, preferring the

contemplative life, which is the better part, devoted the

greater part of her time to meditation on the Holy Scriptures

and the mysteries which were to be one day accomplished in

her. " No one," says St. Ambrose, " was ever more richly

endowed than Mary with the sublime gift of contemplation ;

her mind, ever in unison with her heart, never lost sight of

him who was loved more ardently by her, than by all the ser

aphim together. Her whole life was a continual exercise of

the purest love of God, so much so that when sleep came to

weigh down and close her eyelids, her heart still waked in

prayer." *

O with what wings, not of the simple dove, but of the

noblest eagle, did Mary rise to the most sublime degree of

contemplation ! How sweet, beautiful and tender must have

been the words of Mary to her God, who had called her into

his temple to speak nearer and more ardently to her heart, as

is said of the spouse in the sacred canticles.

According to the common opinion, the Blessed Virgin

remained twelve years in the temple, leading a perfectly

angelic life ; and, according to the unanimous consent of the

for its direct object is charity, that is to say, the salvation of our neighbor ; a

salvation which is sought in the act, whereby the soul endeavors, as far as possi

ble, to remain nnited with God by means of contemplation. Considered in the

abstract, Contemplation is better than the active life, as Christ said to Martha :

" Mary has chosen the better part," bnt the mixed life is preferable to contempla

tion alone ; and this mixed life was almost always, as we shall ,-re, that of the

Blessed Virgin.

» Lib. It de Virgine,
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Fathers, her constant prayer was to invoke the coming of

the Redeemer, whom all ages awaited with impatience,

desired with love, and invoked with the'most ardent expres

sions, inasmuch as they invited'the " clouds to rain down the

Just One, and the earth to bud forth a Saviour." The Fath

ers moreover affirm that God, by decreeing the Incarnation of

the Eternal Word, had wished that the world, by imploring

him with entreaties, prayers and sighs, should at the same

time prepare to receive so great a gift : on which Orosius

adds : " that it was in a manner a combat between God and

men ; a combat begun by the patriarchs, continued by the

just of the Old Law, and terminated by the Virgin enclosed

in the temple, that chief battle-field." 0

We love to believe that Mary made a vow of virginity to

God, almost as soon as she entered the temple, for several

saints thus devoted themselves to God at the tenderest age.

The Virgin, doubtless, seeking in all the merit of docility

and obedience, first informed her happy parents, and they, we

must piously believe, heard with joy this vow of their blessed

child, and that they confirmed her in this holy resolution,

thus unconsciously favoring the end which God proposed in

his creature of predilection. We give here not onr own

private opinion, but that of Cardinal Baronius, who says :

" We believe ourselves within the truth, when we say that

Mary, before being united to Joseph, had made a vow of vir

ginity, with the consent of her parents, since these had con

ceived the greatest hope of the sanctity of that child." f

Some have taken pleasure in discussing whether Mary's

vow was conditional or not from the first. With differ

ent Fathers of the Church, St. Thomas Aqninas thinks

* OROSIUS, Tom. III. in Fest. Proa. f In appuratu ad Hist. EccL § 58.
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that Mary took the vow twice : that the first was condi

tional, and the latter, after her marriage with Joseph, abso-

lute.0 Yet we prefer to believe with other Fathers and Doe-

tors.f that the vow of the Queen of Angels was absolute and

j>erpetnal from the first ; inasmuch as it seems qnite proba

ble, that, at the very instant when the young Virgin, by a

singular inspiration of the Holy Ghost, pronounced this vow,

she was assured by God himself, lhat he who inspired it could

preserve her from all danger. Moreover, since the vow of

Mary was most agreeable to God, it is necessary to conclude

that it was worthy of her whom the Church justly calls

" Virgin most prudent—Virgin most chaste." These virtues

wonld not have been extolled in her, if her vow had any thing

rash or unreflected about it ; and we cannot believe that she

exj>osed herself to danger in espousing Joseph : "for," says

the Angelic Doctor, " Marv had acqnired of God the certainty

of her preserving her virginity in the married state." \

Hence St. Bernard exclaims : "0 prudent and pious Vir

gin, who then taught thee that Virginity is pleasing to God ?

"What law. what page of the Old Testament, commands or

counsels its preservation, or the angelical life ? Thou hadst for

this virtue neither precept, nor counsel, nor example, but thou

hadst the living and potent word of that God, who, first thy

Lord and then (hy Son, instructed thy mind before assuming

our flesh in thy virginal womb." §

Become in heaven the model of perfect purity, Mary

first planted the sacred standard of virginity, and by it she

* 3d Part, Qutcst. 28, Art. 4.

t ORIGEN, in Cap. xiii. Matt.—ST. AMRROSE, in fnttit. Viry—ST. JEROME, Epist.

la Etalaekium,—ST. BERNARD, Homily III. on the Missus est.

} In IV. Sent. Distinct. XXX. Q\uest. 2. Art. 182.

§ Hom. 3, on the Mis»u» est.
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began the dignity of virgins. Beantiful is the example which

Mary gives to all, but especially to consecrated Virgins who

lead a cloistered life, " if," says St. Ambrose, " looking upon

her, they see how carefully they should preserve their virginal

candor, and regulate their life." 0 Like the virgins of Israel

after the passage of the Red Sea, crowding around Mary, the

Sister of Moses, to chant the canticle of thanksgiving, so too

will they hereafter, having traversed the stormy ocean of life,

ranged around Mary, intone in glory the canticle of eternal

felicity with the privileged choirs of virgins, who precede all

the other virtues ; for virginity marches like a queen followed

by all the choir of moral and divine virtues. Faith caresses

it ; hope embraces it ; charity covers it with kisses of love ;

patience, constancy, perseverance, wisdom, vigilance, contempt

for the world, weave her crown. Agreeable to God, dear to

angels, respected by men, it has the first crown after mar

tyrdom. When the young virgin, surrounded by so glorious

a convoy, is about to leave this world, she utters no com

plaint, she feels no regret ; she hears her divine Spouse call

her, and invite her to the eternal nuptials ; ravished with joy,

she soars to him, and thus gathers the divine frnit of her sac

rifice.

• Jjb. II. de Viryine

^
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BOOK SECOND.

OF THE BLESSED VIRGIN FROM HER DEPARTl'RE FROM THE TEMPLE TO

THE DEATH OF Hill MOST CHASTE SPOUSE.

 

CHAPTEE I.

MARRIAGE OF MARY WITH JOSEPH.

J^FTER closing the first book of Mary's life, by

recounting the vow of virginity in which she

devoted herself for ever to God, and the splendid

eulogies which the Holy Fathers pronounce on that virtue,

which renders men like angels, it seems astonishing that we

should resume the thread of the narrative by the solemn mar

riage celebrated by the Virgin and enriched with posterity.

Far from us, aught that could be at variance with the high

and just conception which we have formed of Mary's angeli

cal purity ! far from us every shadow capable of clouding her

immaculate chastity ! it is a dogma of faith, that the most

Blessed Mother of God preserved her virginal purity ; and if

she unites herself in marriage to Joseph, it was only to hava

11



LIFE OF THE BLESSED VIRGIN.

 

 

in him a wituess of her innocence ; a gnardian of her puritt

and honor, a comforter in her trials, a protector in the jour

ney of life, a foster father for her divine Son, and a means, as

the Fathers say, to conceal from hell the sublime work of

redemption. Inasmuch as the Messias was to be born of a

virgin, the devil could not see that future mother of the

Christ in a married woman.0

But let us resume the sequel of our story.

We have already said, that it was the custom of the Jews

to marry their daughters at an early age. Adorned with vir

tue and beauty, Mary was now fifteen : she was dear to God

and honored by men. The priest, who knew all the preroga

tives with which she was endowed, sought to give her a spouse

worthy of her. This care seemed to belong to the ministry

of the sanctuary, inasmuch as Mary had been for three years

an orphan.f Having then called her, they informed her of

their plan. We may easily conceive what a wound Mary felt

* There are four reasons which induce the Fathers and historians to show not

only the propriety, but ulso the necessity of the Virgin Mother of the Messias being

married to a man of her tribe. First, that Msry's genealogy might be shown by

that of Joseph; Second, that on her becoming pregnant, she might not be con

demned by the Jews to be stoned ; Third, that she might have a support in her

flight into Egypt ; Fourth, that the devil might remain ignorant of the Redeemer's

birth, becanse he could not discover the Me^sias in the child of a married woman.

The first three reasons are St. Jerome's ; the fonrth St. Ignatius, the martyr's.

The Angel of the Schools uses the same proofs. See also ST. BASH., tom. XXV.

ST. JOHN DAMASCENUS, Book IV. ch. xv.

t It is generally believed th it Mary was left an orphan at the age of eleven.

Yet some say that St. Anne lived till the fourth year of our Lord. However,

whether Joachim left the Blessed Virgin under the special protection of the priests,

or that the magistrate who took cure of orphans, provided her with a gnardian

from the family of Aaron, to which Mury was allied on her mother's side, or that

the wardenship of girls consecrated to the service of the temple, was by law con

fided to the Levites, it i-i verv probable that this gnardianship was given to Za-

eharv, husband of Elizabeth, who was a near relative, and from his high repute

for virtue, seemed called to this post of protection.
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in her heart at this news. She long, through modesty, object

ed. Yet, as among the ministers of the Most High none

supported her wish,—for she asked what was reproved hy the

law of Moses,—she was forced to reveal the vow of virginity,

which bound her for ever. On learning this, till then unheard-

of promise, made to God by that flower of the stem of Jesse,

by that young maiden of the posterity of David, all remained

speechless with surprise and admiration.* High as was their

idea of virtue, they thought that this vow had not been made

without ths express will of God, and they did not omit to

consult the Almighty in so important a question. The high

priest, assured, as it is credible, of the will of Heaven,

informed perhaps too of the immaculate candor of the Virgin,

confirmed her in her resolution, and exhorted her to put

all her confidence in that God who, exalting her to such high

perfection, reserved her for great things.

Meanwhile, the priests resolved to marry the holy young

Virgin to one of her kinsmen, who was himself to concur in the

observance of the vow which she had taken, instead of seek

ing to infringe it. This marriage satisfied exteriorly a usage by

which the sole heir and heiress of the same family should unite

in marriage, a usage which had obtained the force of law among

the descendants of David ; for as the Christ was to be born

of the family of David, all had at heart to preserve that

predestined race, and each one aspired to the glory of being

numbered among the ancestors of the Messias. On Joseph

devolved the happiness of espousing the daughter of Joachim

* We find in the Old Testament more than one example of virginity preserved,

as we see in Josue, Elius, Elisens, Jeremias, Daniel, in Jephte's daughter, &c.

Yet none of them was bound by vow. On learning her father's imprudent vow,

by which she was doomed to death, Jephfe's daughter asked two months to mourn

over her virginity, so honored was marriage among the Jews.
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and Anne.0 But before stating how this holy union took

place, we shall speak of Joseph, to whom was reserved so glo

rious a part in the birth und in the life of the Redeemer, and

to whom the surname of just is given in the sacred pages ;

and here, as we have ever done, we shall relate only what is

certain or most probable.

The Fathers unanimously affirm that Joseph was descend

ed from the same tribe as the Blessed Virgin : that is to say,

of the tribe of Juda ; that he was the son of Jacob, nephew

of Mathan, and of the royal family of David, which had held

the sceptre till the captivity of Babylon. In fact, the Evan

gelists St. Matthew and St. Luke trace his genealogy, to

prove that he descended from Abraham and David. If we

know not the place of his birth, we know at least that he

resided ordinarily at Nazareth, where, according to the com

mon opinion, he pursued the trade of a smith,f Many believe

that Joseph was already old when he had the glory of espous

>-ii

j*3 I

* We are not ignorant that some have related the matter differently, stating

"iat the High Priest having learnt the Blessed Virgin's vow, convoked the Doctors

of the law and the gravest men in order to take their advice. They all answered,

tlmt it wonld he necessary to assemble in the temple all the descendants of the

royal family who were of an age to marry, and that he whose staff should hud

forth flowers, on which a dove shonld sport, shonld become the happy sponse of

iiury. On the appointed day, Joseph came with the others, and in him alone the

prodigy was accomplished. Then the priest and the rest knew that God intended

Mary fir Joseph. This story is given by Novato (lie Emin. TYry., ch. vi. qusest. 4',

OJcl uy other theol -gians of some anthority. Some, with Dennis the Carthusian

(in tiie Lii'e of St. Anne , say that Agabus desired so earnestly to marry Mary,

that he empl' yed necromancy, hut, unable to succeed, renonnced the world and

retired to Monnt Carmel, where he b gun to live in great sanctity ; at a later

peiieil he followed our Lord, became one of the seventy-two disciples, and was

famons for his prophecies. (Hist, of Monnt Carmel.—GEAZIANI, Life of St. Joseph.)

t Others prefer to believe that he was a carpenter. Moreover, it is certain, as

we read in St. John, either on acconnt of his skill or his goodness, he was known

at Capharnaum and other parts of Galilee at a distance from Nazareth.
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ing the queen of Angels, and for this reason he is represented

as an old man with white beard and hair, and wrinkled brow ; *

and his venerable age has an indescribable beauty and almost

divine majesty. Yet we prefer the opinion of those who

affirm,—and they are the most judicious theologians and

commentators,—that Joseph, when he espoused the young

Virgin of Nazarclh,f was neither young nor old, but in the

prime and maturity of life. This opinion concords admirably

with the mission confided to him. Too young, he would not

have appeared to those who judge only by appearances, as

sufficiently pious, prudent or strong to protect and guard the

Blessed Virgin ; and too old, he would not have been able to

accompany her in her king and painful voyages, and fulfil

the holy duties of foster father of the son, and protector of

the mother.

Moreover, had he been eighty years old, as Epiphanius and

Cedrenus pretend, he could not have preserved from the

tongue of slander his chaste spouse on her becoming a

mother.^ Joseph was then of mature age,§ and if painters

represent him as an old man, it is only, as Gerson wiys,|| to

) «

* He is thus represented by the Protevougelion of St. Jolm, Epiphanius, Cedrc-

rras, Nicephorns, and especially by painters and poets.

t It may be asked, how did Mary resolve to marry Joseph, after conseerntins;

herself to God by a vow of perpetual chastity? It was because she knew with

certainty, by divine revelation, that she would find in Joseph a gnardian, and not

a violator of her virginity and purity. This is the opinion of all the Fathers.

J The Jewish law disapproved the marriage of a youmr maiden to an "Id man.

B.isxAtiE, Hist. of the Mosaic Ins., Vol. V., Book 8. Bnt neither the priests nor

Joseph would hav« violated this law.

§ Verisimilius cst Josephum nee vahle juvencm. nee valde senem fnisse, cum

beaDuun Virginem di.xit, sed maDn-te a-tatk SrAREZ, Pt. III. Dist. 8, « S —BAHO-

sics, Ann. 12, § 9.—VAsijrra, Pt. III. Dist. 125, ch. xi. 2.—SEREY, Exerc. xxv.

|| Gerson in Josephina, IV.

«w wnem ferire

In (* vinnte*. \?\ ueu carnaUs tnib*-n-t

Su*liletu <le te quMqnmlu carnttle, Marla.
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show that the practice of virtues had made him old rather

than years, and that the fire of youth was already extin

guished in him ; now what could more aptly express this two

fold thought, than to represent him under the form of a ven

erable old man ?*

We must consign to the class of fables, or at least regard

as devoid of solid foundation, the opinion of those who say

tha*; Joseph was a widower, and father of four or even six

children, when he became the spouse of the Blessed Virgin ; f

because, as he was to be a support to her, it was necessary

that he should approach her in all virtues, and imitate her no

less in her virginity.

Moreover, if our Redeemer on his cross commended his

mother J with his dying lips, to a virgin disciple, how could

he have waived so noble a prerogative in the faithful guardian

of that mother ? and if Joseph is called in the sacred text

" the just," it is because he was just by universal justice.

Now justice, says St. Jerome, is the perfect observance, not

only of all the commandments, but also of all the counsels of

perfection, among which is included that of perpetual chas

tity.

A man adorned with such striking virtues, was then

deemed by the priests worthy to have as his spouse, the

• Others say that Joseph seemed old, because he was wrinkled by hardships

and trials.

t See the Protevangelion and the Gospel of the Nativity of Mary. St. Epipha-

nius, St. Ambrose, Eusebius, Origen, aud many others, adopt this opinion, which

is, however, the least followed. St. Jerome, writing against Helvidius, says, ex

pressly : " Aliam uxorem habuisse non scribitur." St. Augustine leaves the ques

tion undecided. St. Peter Daminn affirms, that all the Church believes that St.

Joseph lived in virginity like Mary.

J Specialis pnerogativa eastitatis ampliori delectione fecerat dignum. . . . Cui

Christus in cmce matron Virginem Virgiui commendavit. ROMAN BREVIARY,

OiBuo of St. John, 2d and 1st Nocturn.
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Blessed Virgin, who willingly consented to the marriage,

having learned from God, that Joseph woidd be the resj.ect-

ful guardian of her virginal purity.

Hence, with a heart full of holy joy, Joseph, according to

custom, gave the wedding ring to his spouse in the presence

of the high priest. After the espousal had been ihus cele

brated, the betrothed awaited the appointed day for the

solemnization of the marriage, which, among the Jews, was

postponed for a considerable time ; meanwhile the spouses

enjoyed all liberty with each other, as Philo assures us.

The day of the espousals, when the names of the be

trothed were inscribed on tablets, and that of the marriage,

when the bride was solemnly conducted to the house of the

bridegroom, were both festivities.*

The latter ceremony was celebrated as follows :

When the appointed day arrived, the betrothed repaired

to a room richly adorned, and placed themselves under a can

opy, their heads covered with a veil called " taled." Then

the chanter of the synagogue, or the nearest relative of the

bridegroom, filled a cup of wine, which he gave them to drink,

pronouncing the words of benediction.f After that, the

bridegroom placed the ring on the bride's finger, saying :

" Behold thou art my wife, according to the rite of Moses

and Israel." J

It is believed that the married couple, before the destruc

* Lib. de Special, leg.

t The formula was, " Blessed be the Lord, who ereated man and woman, and

ordained marriage."

J All do not agree as to the marriage ceremonies ; some say that there were

rings ; one which the groom gave to the bride ; the other belonging to the temple,

and larger, because during the ceremony bnth pnt their fingers in it. It is pre

tended that the former of these rings used in Mary's marriage ia preserved at

Namur, the other in Perugia. See Benedict XIV. De Festis.
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tion of the temple, wore garlands on their heads on the day

of the marriage.* For the second time wine was brought

in a fragile vessel, and after different benedictions, some was

given to each to drink, and the rest was poured out in token

of gladuess. The bridegroom then taking the vessel, dashed

it on the ground, to show that the greatest joys are followed

by the greatest pains. The guests wished the married pair

every kind of prosperity,f A pompous banquet followed, for

which they sang the praises of the Lord, after the example

of Raguel, when he married his daughter to Tobias. The

paranymph did the honors of the table, and fulfilled the orders

of the bridegroom, who always had a number of young men

around him to accompany him, as the bride had a number of

women.^ The festivities lasted seven days ; and took place in

the house of the bride's father ; and at last, as we have said,

she was conducted in procession at night § to the house of

the bridegroom, by the light of lamps and torches, with joy

ous chant and the sound of musical instruments.

We do not know whether this ceremonial was observed at

the marriage of Joseph and Mary, because the Fathers, over

looking the rites practised on the occasion, consider only the

sanctity of Mary's marriage with Joseph, and the economy of

divine Providence in the restoration of the human race. The

* Thus in the Canticle of Canticles we read : " (Jo forth, ye daughters of Sion,

and sec King Solomon in the diadem, wherewith his mother erowned him in the

day of his espousals, and in the duy of the joy of his heart." Cant. iii. 11.

t We read in Genesis (xxiv. 60), " Wishing prosperity to their kisncr, and say

ing, Thou art our sister, mayest thou inerease to thousands of thousands, and may

thy seed possess the gates of thy enemies."

J One of the chief amusements of the young men consisted in proposing enig

mas, and the hridegroom rewarded those who guessed the s iluti n.

§ We have a proof in the parable of the ten virgins, who, during the night, took

lamps and went to meet the bridegroom and bride.
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angelic doctor St. Thomas * thinks, that immediately after

the marriage ceremony, the happy spouses with one accord

bound themselves by oath, to live in perpetual chastity.

Others believe that Mary revealed to her spouse her vow of

virginity, and that he, far from contradicting her,f confirmed

her vow, so to speak, by making a similar promise, and saying :

" Thou shalt be to me as my mother, and I shall respect thee

as the altar of the Most High." These expressions signified

that in the eyes of the religious law, they should live in mar

riage as brother and sister.^

Blessed Joseph, who hadst the glory of being the spouse

of the Mother of God ! Of him may be justly said : " The

bridegroom shall rejoice over the bride, and thy God shall

rejoice over thee." § In what blessing of marriage, according

to the unanimous observation of the Fathers, were these pure

and holy spouses wanting ? Not affection, for they loved

each other tenderly : not fidelity, for they both persevered in

the highest degree of purity: not incentive to virtue, for

* In IV. Sent. Distinct. xxv., quiest. 2.

t In the Revelations of St. Bridget, book VII. ch. xxv., we read : "You must

know that Joseph, before espousing me, learned in the Holy Ghost, that I had

conseerated my virginity to God, and that I was immaculate in thought, word, and

deod, and that he married me with the intention of serving me as his sovereign,

and I knew certainly in the Holy Ghost, that my virginity would remain intact."

J This vow of continency, which has been the object of a thousand impious

sarcasms from the school of Voltaire, was not unusual among the Jews. When a

man said to his wife, " Thou art for me as my mother," he was no longer permitted

to use his rights as a husband, and still less if in his vow he mentioned the altar

of God, the temple, or the saerifice. Sometimes women also made the same vow ;

and ulthough this vow was scarcely approved, as it resulted from anger or cursing,

yet those who took it were bound to observe it serupulously. Moreover, the vow

of the holy pair proceeded solely from piety. liA-s.v.i . ch. six.—LEO OF MODE-

MA, ch. iv.

§ Gaudebit sponsus super epm.sam et gaudeUt super te Dens tuns. ISAIAS,

1xii. 5.
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Joseph had before him the example of Mary : not the joys

of a family, for of Mary was born the Redeemer, towards

whom Joseph was to exercise on earth all the duties of

father and foster parent.

To what can we better compare the blessed spouses, than

to the two cherubim, which looked upon each with respect,

and covered the propitiatory with their wings ? Mary and

Joseph were in fact destined to protect, bring up, and instruct

the Son of God, become Man, at the same time that they

were united together by the sweet bond of the purest, holiest,

most admirable marriage ever seen on earth. This marriage,

although both preserved a perfect continence, was a true

and real marriage as the gospel affirms, calling them spouses,0

and all this was not without a sublime design of Providence.

For, says St. Augustine, " as the infant was to be born

exempt from sin, it was necessary that he should be conceived

by a virgin, in order that his conception might be exempt

from concupiscence, daughter of sin." f St. Bernard adds :

" As the Son of God chose to assume our mortal flesh to

efface the spot of sin from all men, he must have an immac

ulate Virgin for his mother, in order to be born immaculate." J

s The Blessed Virgin's marriage to Joseph was, as we have said, a real mar

riage. The evangelists call Joseph and Mary spouse, wife, &c. The vow of

virginity diminishes naught of the reality of the marriage, for marriage consists

in union freely cousented to, in the power which the spouses give each over the

other ; bnt each can freely renounce the exereise of any rights, with the consent of

the other. Matrimonium facit couseusus non copula, says an old axiom of law.

Was there no marriage between Adam and Eve in paradise ? " Althongh a perfect

marriage has all these conditions, viz., internal cousent, external cousent expressed

by words, the obligation and tie which arise from the contract, and the marriage debt

by which it is consummated ; yet the obligation and tie expressed by the word ' union '

alone have the foree and nature of marriage." Catechism of the Council of Trent,

(ed. Bait. 226.)

t De Nupt. et Cone., Lib. I., c. ii. and xiii.

J Hom. II., super Missus est.
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But at the same time God wished this Virgin to be married,

for reasons which we have given. " But," pursues St. Ber

nard, " could not God give some manifest sign to prevent the

birth from being defamed, and the mother accused of fault ?

Doubtless he might ; but then what would have been evident

to all men, would not have been concealed from the devils,

and it was proper that the mystery of the divine counsel

should be hidden for a time from the prince of this world.

Not that God, had he chosen to effect this prodigious work

openly, had cause to fear any obstacle on the part of the

devil ; but, as in all his other works, for the beauty of order,

he observes the suitable time and matter, so in the magnifi

cent work of our salvation, he chose to manifest alike his wis

dom and power ; it pleased him then to reconcile man accor

ding to the very mode and order of his fall. Now as the devil

had first seduced the woman, then overcome man, by means

of the woman, in his turn, the devil was to be deceived by the

Virgin, and then openly combatted by the Man, that is by

Christ."

Let all Christians then behold their image in Joseph and

Man7, and learn how to fulfil their mutual obligations, and

at the same time, to bow to the divine will.

Happy the spouses, who in their union propose Mary and

Joseph as models, and imitate them in their holy virtues !

Yet it is not necessary, in order to imitate them, to observe

virginal chastity in marriage, as they did : " we should love

and honor virginity," says St. Augustine, " but we must also

honor marriage, which is the lawful means by which so many

virgins are given to the earth."

Of how many other virtues does Mary's marriage with an

humble mechanic, give us an example ! To recall only one

of these virtues, we shall say with St. Bernard : " How

beautiful is the union of virginity and humility ! God cher
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ishes a soul in which humility gives price to virginity, and

virginity serves as an ornament to humility. Now such was

Mary, humble and a virgin. ... If it is not given us to

imitate her virginity, let us imitate her humility." " Virgin-

ity is a laudable virtue, but humility a necessary one. That

is of counsel, this of precept. You may be saved without

virginity, you cannot be without humility. The humility

which weeps over lost virginity, may please God ; even Mary's

virginity would not have pleased God, without humility." *

We know not the day when Mary's marriage with Joseph

was celebrated,—a marriage ordained by an admirable provi

dence, and representing so well the union of Christ and his

Church ; a marriage so well fitted to inspire spouses with love

of continence, or at least with conjugal fidelity, and the

practice of all virtues. The Church celebrates the feast of

this marriage on the 23d day of the month of January.

* ST. BERNARD, Hom. I. super Missus est.—We have already snid that Joseph

wns descended from the royal family of David, and that he had been rednced to an

hnumhle condition. Josephus, the Jewish historian, in the second book of his

Antiquities, assures us that the Jews, in their marriages, did not consider fortune

and honors, but genealogy, which was established for the occasion of marriages.

The exercise of a trade, or the condition of a shepherd, did not detract from noble

blood. With great wisdom, they required ouly irreproachable conduct, the practice

of moral virtues, which inspired the people with the greatest veneration. We read

that, even among the Gentiles, virtuous men were preferred to those who possessed

Irealth. Now St. Joseph, poor in the goods of this world, was very rich m virtue-;

hence he merited to become the spouse of the august Mother of God.
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CHAPTER II.

ANNUNCIATION OF THE BLESSED VIRGIN.

)HE Virgin dwelt with Joseph, her spouse, in the

city of Nazareth, and they both led a most pure life,

' devoted exclusively to the practice of all virtues, when

it pleased the Eternal* to ear the vows and prayers, which for

BO many ages had been raised to him by all the just, and to give

* It is difficult to determine the time which elapsed between Mary's marriage

and the Annunciation. There are two opinions on the poiat, withont counting

that of those who believe that the Blessed Virgin was saluted by the Angel future

Mother of the Messias before leaving the timnle. Some tay that she did not yet

live with Joseph, and that, according to the custom of the Jewish women, she

dwelt with a relative ; others affirm that she was then in the house of her spouse.

The latter seems the more probable opinion. In fact, if Joseph married Mary- only

to be a veil covering the sublime mystery of the Incarnation of the Son of God,

and protect the life and honor of the Blessed Virgin immaculate, there was no

necessity for the angelic message beiug longer delayed, since nothing could in the

eves of men now dishonor the miraculous conception of Christ; and these are

precisely the reasons which induce muny to say that the Annunciation took place

four months nfter Mary's marriage with Joseph. See Trombelli, Part II. dias. x.

where he discusses the point fully.
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the world the promised Redeemer. The young virgin of Jesse,

dear and blessed maid, certainly crowned those prayers and

desires, as we have said. And Mary was completely absorbed

in the reading and meditation of the Holy Scriptures, and

perhaps had before her eyes that passage of the prophet

Isaias, where it is said : " Behold a Virgin shall conceive and

bear a son." Then suddenly light inundated her humble cell,

and in the attitude of respect, the angel Gabriel,0 one of the

highest of the blessed spirits, appeared before her in human

form, and said : " Hail, Mary, full of grace ; the Lord is with

thee ; blessed art thou amongst women ;" f on hearing these

words, the humble Virgin was troubled, not knowing what

manner of salutation this might be. " She was astonished,"

says St. Augustine, " at these unwonted expressions, till then

unheard." J

For our part, we cannot be astonished that Mary was

called " full of grace," since that was her peculiar character

istic. " In truth," says St. Bernard, " we read in the Acts of

the Apostles, that Stephen was full of grace, and that the

Apostles themselves were full of the Holy Ghost ; but Mary

was full of grace in a far different way : the fulness of the

divinity did not dwell in Stephen as it dwelt in Mary ;

 

* The arehangel Gabriel, whose name signifies "power of God," was entrusted

with the greatest messages. We read m the holy Scriptures, that he explained to

Daniel the visions of the ram, and goat, and the mystery of the seventy weeks, and

annonnced the birth of St. John Baptist.

t Luke, i. 28.—Mary alone, says St. Ambrose, wns saluted " full of grace."

Debbora had saluted Jahel, after the latter had killed Sisara, " Blessed among

women be Jabel, the wife of Haber the Cinite ; " Judges, v. 24. And Booz salutes

Ruth, "Blessed art thon of the Lord, my daughter." Rnth, iii. 10.

J ST. AMRROSE, Lib. II., in Lucam. " For well is she alone called full of grace,

for she alone obtained the grace of which none other was worthy, that she shonld

be filled with the author of grace."
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and the Apostles did not, like her, conceive of the Holy

Ghost." *

Mary might be called full of grace, from having been con

ceived without sin, and been raised above all creatures by a

special grace. Now Mary had always corresponded so well to

that grace, that the angel with truth saluted her, " full of

grace," a fuluess, to which no other creature ever could or will

attain.

The gentle Doctor, considering this trouble, says again :

" The Virgin is troubled, but she is not confounded. . . . She

is troubled, she keeps silence, and asks what this salutation

means. Now to be troubled shows modesty ; not to be con

founded, fortitude ; and to be silent, prudence. The prudent

Virgin knew that the angel of darkness often transforms

himself into an angel of light, and as she was humble, she

could not think that an angel from heaven would visit her ;

hence she asked herself what manner of salutation this

might be."

In order to give a salutary counsel, we think it well to cite

here in their own words, the observations of the Fathers in

regard to Mary's trouble. " Learn," says the same St. Am

brose, " what should be the conduct and modesty of virgins.

A virgin should fear, be troubled at the approach of men,

beware of their converse. Let women learn to imitate this

beautiful example of modesty. Mary was alone in her cham

ber, hidden from the eyes of men, visible only to an angel

* Horn. III., super Missus est.—The fuluess of grace was given also to other

saints, as we see in the Holy Seriptures ; but their fuluess was far different from

Mary's, inasmuch as grace is proportioned to the office and dignity to which the

person is raised. Now can there be a dignity on earth more elevated than that of

Mother of God? Then Mary, who was to conceive and bear him who was full of

grace and truth, must have had the greatest fuluess of grace that it is possible to

have here below.



LIFE OF THE BLESSED VIRGIN.

 

.... and that no word unworthy of her should sully her

ear, it is an augel that salutes her. O virgin, learn to avoid

improper conversations, on beholding Mary fear even an

angel's salutation."

St. Jerome writes almost the same to Laeta : " Let your

daughter imitate Mary, who, found alone in her room by the

angel Gabriel, was troubled because, contrary to her custom,

she saw a man, that is, an angel in human form."

St. Bernard justly says : " True virgins should ever be

fearful, and the better to escape what is to be dreaded, avoid

even what is permitted. They should remember that they

carry a precious treasure in a vessel of clay, that it is difficult

to live angelically among men, and converse on earth like

heavenly spirits. Let them, then, in every new unexpected

event always dread some suare, some device for their ruin." *

Mary, as we have said, often conversed with angels ; hence

it was that God did not send her a prophet or a venerable

man to announce the divine Incarnation. If she was troubled,

it was because the angel assumed the human form,f which,

according to the Fathers, was resplendent in beauty, splendid

in attire, admirable in bearing, terrible in air. Hence the

humble virgin was troubled at the appearance of this unex

pected messenger.

Thus at the sudden apparition of the angel, or rather at this

* ST. JOHN DAMASCTOTOS snys the same, in different words : " In maouers severe,

tempered with cheerfuluess, giving no man access to thee ; wituess thy fear at the

unwonted address of the angel. (Orat. I., in Nntiv. B. SI. V.)

t ST. THOMAS (Ft. III., qutest. 30, art. 2) says, that it was becoming, for three

motives, that an ungel should bear the divine message to Mary: 1st. Because

God is accustomed to communicate his will to men by the ministry of angels.

2d. The first woman having been tempted by an augel, redemption should he

announced by an angel. 3d. It was proper that to the pure und immaculate

Virgin u pure and immaculate ambassador, an angel, should be sent.

 



 

LIFE OF THE BLESSED VIRGIN. 177

new mode of salutation,* the Virgin of Nazareth was troubled ;

as it is said : " She was troubled at his saying." The angel,

seeing her trouble, encouraged her : " Fear not, Mary, for

thou hast found grace with God. Behold, thou shalt conceive

in thy womb, and shalt bring forth a son, and thou shalt call

his name Jesus. He shall be great, and shall be called the

Son of the Most High, and the Lord God shall give unto him

the throne of David his father, and he shall reign in the

house of Jacob for ever."

Consoling words ! ardently desired accomplishment of a

promise which God made to Adam in the beginning of the

world. Hence the angel affirmed to Mary that she was full

of grace,f that the Lord was with her by means of the Incar

nation^ and that she was blessed among women. In these

* Origen, St. Ambrose, St. Thomas, St. Peter Damian, St. Bernard, and many

others, adopt, with good reason, this last opinion. Munne (Judges, xiii. 22),

Daniel (Daniel, x. 8), Zachary (Luke, i. 12), were also troubled at the sight of an

angel. Mary, who often enjoyed the society of angels, could not be troubled at the

appearance, bnt at the salutation, of the angel Gabriel. "She was not disturbed

at the vision of the angel," says the angel of the schools, " but through wonder at

what she saw, for she had no such magnificent thoughts of herself."

t St. Per lard (in Serm. in Dom. iufr. Oct. Assumpt. ) says : " Ave, Maria, gratia

plena ; bei e plena, quia Deo et angelis et hominibus grata ; hmminibus per foeenndita-

tem, angelis per virginitatem, Deo per humilitntem. In hoc tertio a Domino se

respectam testatur, quia humilia respicit et alta a longe cognoscitur? ST. GREGORY

the Great, Hom, in Anmme., says: " Marin sic plena dicitur gratia, quod in ilia Virgine

totius gratite thesaurus rcconderetur."—Mary is called full of grace, because in that

Virgin were hidden all the treasures of grace. ST. BERNARDINE of Sienna (Serm.

52, art. 11, ch. 1), thus speaks of the fuluess of Mary's grace: "Tota gratite pleni-

tudo qute est in C'hristo, in Maria venit ; in Christo sicut in homine personaliter deili-

cato, in Maria sicut in templo Christi Verbo singulariter dedicato."—All the fuhm'ss

of grace which is in Christ comes in Mary ; in Christ, as man personally deified; in

Mary, as in a temple especially dedicated to Christ the Word.

I Some interpreters believe that Gabriel said to M iry, " The Lord is with thee,"

by anticipation, as the angel said to Gideon beftro the buttle, "The Lord is with

tiiee, O most valiant of men." (Judges, vi. 12). St. Augustine, explaining the

12
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words are contained great mysteries of wisdom, as we shall

see by examining the opinions of the Fathers and Doctors.

First, the angel bids Mary not to fear, reminding her how

dear she was to God ; for to find grace before God, is nothing

else but being loved by God.* Moreover, the angel by these

words wished to show her that she was dear to God, because

she had obtained by her prayers the promised redemption,

and had recovered the grace which Eve had unfortunately

lost ; f and to show her that she was to bear a real man, and

not a phantom, as some infidels have pretended, in order to

destroy the profound mystery of the Incarnation, he added,

that she should bear this child in her womb like all women,

and that she should be its mother.^ Then to show her what

were to be the distinctive characteristics of that son, the

angel said, that the child should be called Jesus, and added,

that he should be great, that he should be called the Son of

words, thinks that the angel menus to say to Mary, The Lord is with thee, more

than with me ; for while ho abides with me in the way of grace and glory, he

dwells in thee as son and spouse.

* Thus in Holy Seripture we read, that Noe " had found grace before God."

(Gen. vi. 8.) Lot says, *' My Lord, because thy servant hath found grace before

thee." (Gen. xix. 19.)

t ST. BERNARD says (Serm. IV., de Assumptione B. M. V.) : " Haw est enim quie

totius mundi reparationem obtinuit, salutem omuium impetravit: constat enim

pro universo genere hnmano fuisse solicitam, cui dictum est : Ne timeas, Maria,

inveniati gratiam: gratiam utique quam quierebas."—For this is she who has

obtained the restoration of the whole world, obtained the salvation of all ; for

evidently solicitous for the whole human race was she to whom it was said,

" Fear not, Mary, thou hast found grace ; the grace truly which thon didst

seek."

J In the time of Cardinal Cajetan, as he attests (St. Thomas, Pt. III., qmest.

xxi. art. T>), Rome condemued the error of those who said that the body of

Christ hud been formed in the Virgin's heart of three drops of Mood. Some also

have pretended that the child was already conceived by Mary when the angel up-

peared. We see how false this opr.ion is, hy the consent which Gabriel expected

fiom the Blessed Virgin before the Incarnation took place.
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the Most High, that he should ascend the throne of David,

and that his reign should be eternal.*

Reassured by these words, the Blessed Virgin gave entire

credit to the angel. She did not act like the incredulous wife

of Abraham : knowing the prediction of Isaias, which she

was perhaps meditating, as we have supposed, at the moment

when the angel appeared, but not knowing, perhaps, how a

virgin could bring forth, moved at the same time by a pro

found love for that virginity which she had consecrated to

God, and for which, according to the opinion of all the

Fathers, she had also renounced the incomparable honor of

the divine maternity, she replied to the heavenly messenger :

" How shall this be done, because I know not man ? " f

This means : " How can this be done, if I have hitherto

remained a virgin, and if, by God's help, I am resolved to

persevere as such all my life, according to my oath ? Nor am

I vowed to Virginity alone : Joseph, whom God has given

me as a guardian and a brother, is bound by the same

promise." Then the angel, answering with respect, said :

" The Holy Ghost shall come upon thee, and the power of

the Most High shall overshadow thee : " that is to say, before

and after giving birth to a son, thy virginal womb shall

remain intact. This profound mystery will ever be above

* See ISAIAS, ix. 6. " For a child is born to us, and a son is given to us ; and

the government is upon his shoulder ; and his name shall be called, Wonderful,

Counsellor, God, the Mighty, the Father of the World to come, the Prince of Peace.

His empire shall be multiplied, and there shall be no end of peace ; he shall sit

upon the throne of David and upon his kingdom : to establish it and strengthen it

with judgment and with justice."

t This question of Mary to the angel was not the effect of distrust, hut of

inquiry, as St. Augustine suys, in his 20th Sermon: "Non de effectu dubituvit,

sod qualitatem ipsins quiesivit cffectus . . . quia ergo vidit eam qmerentem, non

diffidentem, non ne negavit instruentem."—She did not doubt of the effect, bnt

asked the quality of the effict . . . therefore, f>ecause he saw her asking, not dis

trusting, he did not refuse to instruct.
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human reason, like sO many mysteries in nature.0 Who can

measure the power of God ? And here, to give Mary a

greater proof, or, as St. Bernard says,f to add miracle to

miracle, and joy to joy, the angel continues : " And behold

thy cousin Elizabeth, she also hath conceived a son in her old

age, and this is the sixth month with her that was called bar

ren." J As if he would say : fecundity in an aged and sterile

woman, is a miracle as great as fecundity in a young virgin ;

God is the supreme author of nature, and all the laws which

he has established, are always dependent on his will.§

Behold, then, the fortunate moment when Mary's free con

sent is expected, a consent which is to occupy so important a

part in the redemption of the human race. All generations

past and to come, turn their eyes to this new Eve ; || the

* ST. Jonx CHRYSOSTOM, commenting on these words, says: Let ns not go

further ; let us seek no more ; let us not ask how the Holy Ghost operates in the

Virgin ; for if we do not understand the mysterions operations of nature, how shall

we be able to understand those of the Holy Ghost ? . . . I know that Christ was con

ceived by the operation of the Holy Ghost, and I know no more . . . Neither Gabriel

nor the Evangelist can tell us more.

t Hom. IV., super Missus est.

J The Hebrew word, Elizabeth, means sacrament of God. Elizabeth, bring of

the family of Aaron, was a near kinswoman of the Blessed Virgin ; it is not easy

to determine in what degree they were related, as the Latin word roynata merely

expresses the fact of relationship.

§ HEXEOICT XIV. and with him other theologians, believe that Mary, when she

was s iliitnl by the angel, was in Joseph's house at Nazareth. She was alone in

her room, according to St. Ambrose in his second book on St. Luke, and St. Ber

nard in his third homily on the Missus est ; so that the favored spot of the colloquy

was the house still venerated at Loretto. See Benedict XIV., I)e Festis.

|| The sentiments of the Fathers on the request for this cousent are admirable.

"Answer, 0 holy Virgin," cries St. Augustine ; "why keep the world in pair.?

The angel awaits thy answer : thou hast heard what is to come to pass ; the Holy

Ghost shall come upon thee, and the power of the Most High overshadow thec ;

that is to say, becoming a mother, thou shalt still be a virgin. . . . But she replies,

and the instant the angel returned to heaven, Christ entered the nuptial bed, and

in the Virgin's womb put on the garment of the flesh." St. Bernard says : " Thou
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wind is lulled ; a profound silence reigns around ; the angels

that keep it hang on her very lips. If she keeps silence, if

she does not consent, the cause of the human race is for ever

lost ; and the gates of heaven closed for ever. . . . The

Blessed Virgin keeps her eyes riveted on the earth, she bows

down her beautiful face, and humbly opening her rosy lips,

said : " Behold the handmaid of the Lord ; be it done to

me according to thy word."* And the angel departed from

her to bear to heaven the joyful tidings ; and it was at that

.very moment, that the Eternal Word of the Father became

incarnate in Mary's immaculate womb, and dwelt amongst us.

" O thrice, four times happy moment," exclaims a learned

Bishop ; " moment which gave the Virgin a son, the world a

Saviour, man a model, sinners a victim, angels a chief, the

divinity a temple, the Eternal Father a new adorer, his Son a

new nature." f

The conception of Jesus Christ took place miraculously,

and in an instant. The Eternal Son of God penetrated the

hast heard, O Mary, thou shalt conceive and bear a son by the operation of tbe

Holy Ghost ; and the angel awaited thy answer, and with him we await from thee

a word of mercy, because we groan under the sentence of our condemuation. On

thy lips depend the consolation of the wretehed, the ransom of slaves, the deliver

ance of those condemued to eternal death ; in fine, the salvation of all the children

of Adam." St. Fulgentius says: "As Satan, by means of the serpent, spoke to

Eve, and by her eyes brought death into the world, God, by means of the angel,

spoke to Mary, and brought life to all ages. The angel spoke, and the Virgin

conceived Christ. Mary became the restoration of women, since by Mary they

have been withdrawn from the curse caused by Eve."

* By these humble words Mary consented to become Mother of God. u O pro

found humility," says St. Bernard ; " Mary, after having been raised lo the august

dignity of Mother of God, proclaims herself ' handmaid of the Lord ! ' It is little

to be humble in abjection, but humility in glory is the sublimity of virtue." St.

Ambrose also remarks the humility of Mary, who, chosen to be the Mother

of God, calls herself " his handmaid," and is not puffed up at the sublime promise

made her.

t biOOETBi, Archbishop of Florence, Treatise on the Feasts of the B. V. M.
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Virgin's womb, as a pure ray of the sun penetrates a crystal,

without tarnishing, without breaking it, leaving no trace of

its entrance or passage,0 and with the substance of Mary's

purest flesh and blood by the co-operation of the Holy Ghost,

the body of our Redeemer began to be formed in her womb.

Thus was effected the hypostatic union with human natur.',

that is to say, the union of the divine and human nature in

Jesus Christ.f

By the incarnation of Christ, an infinite glory redounded

to God, for the offence done his justice was entirely repaired,

from the price of the person offering to give him satisfaction,

a price which millions of worlds and men could never have

eqnalled. Besides, God wishing all creatures to render him

glory, there was no means more worthy than the union of the

divine nature and our feeble nature, worthily glorified in the

person of the Incarnate Word. In fine, thus were accom

plished all the prophecies which for more than forty centuries

had promised man a Redeemer of fallen humanity.^ Not only

' ST. AUGUSTINE, always ingenions and sublime, institntes this beautiful com

parison : " Solis radius specula penetrat et soliditatem ejus insensibili subtilitate

pertransit, et talis videtur intrinsecus, qnails extra. Itaque nee cum ingreditur

violat, nee cum egreditur dissipat ; qnia ad ingressum et regressum cjus speculum

integrnm perseverat. Speculum ergo non rnmpit radius solis; integritatem Yir-

ginis ingressus et regressus vitiare potnit Deitatis?" Serm, III., de Adnatn.—

The rays of the sun penetrate a mirror, and with insensible subtlety pieree its

solidity, and seem alike within und without. Therefore, neither entering does it

violate, nor departing fracture, because when it enters and departs the mirror remains

entire. The rays of the sun, then, do not break the mirror ; could the entrance

and egress of the Deity vitiate virginal integrity? Serm. III., de Ada. With what

foree, clearness, and precision, has he explained the ineffable prodigy of Mary's

virginity with regard to her conception and birth of her son !

t The Word was made flesh . . . not by the conversion of the Deity into flesh, but

by the assumption of humanity into God . . . Christ is one God and man . . . not

by confusion of substance, but by unity of person. (ST. ATHANASIUS' Creed.)

According to the apostolic traditions, the festival of this mystery is established

on the 25th of Mareh, as well in the Western as iu the Oriental Churehes ; wituess
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was the Incarnation of the Word a great glory for God, but

the mother received an honor, a glory, an accumulation of

merits, such that, as the angelic doctor tells us, she was raised

to the highest degree of perfection. In fact, a Virgin who

becomes a mother, who conceives, and brings forth without

sullying her purity, is a prodigy of prodigies, miracle of mir

acles. He, whose mother she is, cannot but be a God, and

consequently, God must elevate, draw her to him, as far as it

is possible to dra.v human nature to him.

St. Bernard, considering the divine maternity, says that

two prodigies took place at once ; a God obliged to all the

duties of a son to Mary his mother, and a woman possessing

over that man-God all the rights which appertain to the dig

nity of a mother. It is enough, then, to say that Mary is the

Mother of God, to give the highest idea of her. We see in

her an Immaculate Conception, an unexampled Virginity, a

prodigious humility, and other marvels of grace which super-

abound in her heart. Now all these prodigies, all these pre

rogatives of Mary, flowed from her divine maternity. By

reason of this august dignity she is called Queen of heaven

and earth, Mother of Mercy, our consolation, our hope, our

refuge, in one word, our all. " There are in Paradise," says

St. Anselm, " apostles, patriarchs, prophets, confessors and

virgins ; all are powerful with God, and I have great confi

dence in their prayers : but, O Virgin, what they all united

with thee can do, thou canst do without them ; for thy pro

tection is all powerful, because thou art the Mother of our

Saviour, the spouse of God, the Queen of heaven and earth :

the menology of the Greeks, the calendars and martyrologies of the Copts, Chal

deans, Syrians, the Latin martyrologies, breviaries and missals, the Saeramentary

of St. Gregory the Great. (See BENEDICT XIV., De Festia, art. de Annuntia-

tione.)
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if thou art silent, all keep silence ; if thou prayest, the whole

world is in prayer with thee." 0

Yes, all this power, all these privileges, come to Mary from

the sacred bond of flesh and blood which unites her to God ;

and she may justly say : " All the good things that are in me,

flow from the divine maternity ; all my riches come from Jesus

Christ."

Terminating this chapter, we delight to remark with the

Fathers of the Church, that Mary, endowed with all virtues,

pleased God by her humility, and that she conceived by her

virginity, " humilitate placnit, virginitate concepit." For a

heart to be entirely filled with God, it must be empty of all

other affections, and this takes place by holy humility ; and

as virginity was a virtue preparing for the divine maternity,

we may say that Mary conceived by her virginity. Justly, then,

does St. Bernard exclaim, that God wishing to have a mother,

it was necessary that he should be born of a virgin ; and a

virgin become a mother could not have any but God for a

son.f

Let us then acknowledge with admiration and gratitude

the great prodigy, accomplished in this creature, who was

chosen amid all the daughters of Adam : let us see to what

degree of grandenr the human race was raised, and become,

in some sort, partakers of the divine nature ; let us raise our

soul to the pinnacle of dignity ; that is to say, let us labor to

make ourselves worthy of the name of Christian, and so far,

worthy sons of that divine mother.^

* Orat. XLV., ad sani-tissimam Virginem Mariam.

f Sermo in Annunt. Bente Maries semper Virginis.

J The Chureh has always been so deeply penetrated with the divine mystery

of the Incarnation, that she not only refers to it in all her pr.iyers, as the sonree of

all graces, and the principle of all other mysteries, but has also instituted a particu

lar prayer, to which we are invited by the sound of the bell, and which is recited
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three times a day, morning, noon, and night. It is believed that this prayer was

instituted in 1316, by Pope John XXII., and that King Louis XI. introduced it

into France in 1471. We know that St. Charles Borromeo recommended preachers

to explain it frequently to the people, and to recite it themselves before the sermon.

He moreover inseribed in tho acts of the Synod, that it should be recited, thrice a

day, at the sound of the bell. (Acta. Med., Pt. IV., Instruct, pneditxit. Verbl Dti.)

It is a dnty, then, to thank God, according to the desires of the Church, for the

incomparable benefit of the Incarnation, and to have recourse to Mary's intercession

by piously reciting the angelical salutation, which is composed in part of the words

which the angel brought from heaven, in part of those of St. Elizabeth to the

Blessed Virgin, and of the words which the Church has added. It is the best

prayer that we can say in honor of our dear Mother, the Ulessed Virgin Mary.

'

taw  



CHAPTER III.

 

fit

 

THE VISITATION. MARY AND EIJZABETH.

OW is the season offlowers ; all nature, after the harsh

winter, seems to rise again to bless its Creator ;

and Mary, the holy mother of God, leaving the home

of Joseph, her spouse, went to visit her dear cousin

Elizabeth, the wife of Zachary the priest.0 Mary undertook

this journey, not to be convinced with her own eyes, as some

heretics have pretended, of the miraculous pregnancy of

Elizabeth, but to rejoice with her, as St. Ambrose says,f at

the miraculous accomplishment of the desires of both, to render

her cousin all the good offices which charity reqnired more than

the tie of flesh and blood, and finally, to obey promptly the

* The eacred text docs not mention the time when Mary visited Elizabeth ; but

as the Evangelist, after recounting the Annunciation, says, " Mury arising up in

those days went into the hilly country with haste" (Luke, i. 39), it follows that this

joumev mnst have taken place about the beginning of April, since the Annuncia

tion, as we have said in the last chapter, is ascribed to the 25th of Mareh.

+ In Luc., Lib. II., n. 19.

 



LIFE OF THE BLESSED VIRGIN. 187

inspiration of the Holy Ghost. Thus in Mary's rapid journey

appear three principal virtues : devotion,* humility, and

charity.

This journey of the Blessed Virgin may be considered

either as to its undertaking or its accomplishment. The Vir

gin hastened to undertake it, says St. Ambrose again, in

order promptly to obey the impulses of the Holy Ghost ; she

accomplished it rapidly, adds Albertus Magnus, because, being

a modest virgin, she wished as soon as possible to escape from

the eyes of the public, and because she felt an earnest desire

to see and revere her cousin Elizabeth.*)"

And truly, says St. Gregory, the more we love a person,

the more we make haste to arrive, so as to see him the

sooner.:];

The Gospel does not speak of the company which Mary

had on this journey. We willingly adopt the opinion of

those who affirm that St. Joseph alone accompanied her, and

that he then returned home, knowing that Mary was to

remain longer with her cousin : for living by the work of his

hands, he could not, like her, remain far from his city of Naz

areth. In fact, how could Joseph permit the young Virgin,

confided to his care, to go alone over those mountains ? Was

it not equally proper that Joseph, become the spouse of that

illustrious Virgin, rather than confide her to any member of

his family, or hers, should himself accompany her to her rel

atives, as illustrious for their piety as for their wealth and

rank in the city of Hebron ? For at Hebron the most es

teemed writers place the residence of Zachary and Eliza-

* This virtue consists principally in the promptitude in serving God, nnd seru

pulous solicitude to do all that he commands.

t Comment. on Evany. Luc. in rerb. Abiit cum festinntione.

J Hom. XXII., in Evang.

 

 



 

' ij-

beth.0 We may also believe that Mary had informed Joseph

of the miraculous pregnancy of her cousin, or that he had

learned it otherwise, for all must have talked of the miracle ;

or finally that Heaven revealed it to him, as some niaintain.f

Most of the Fathers and historians think that, on the

arrival of the chaste spouses at Zachary's house, Joseph,

according to the Hebrew custom, occupied an apartment

remote from that of Mary, who employed her time with the

maid servants in the works of her sex, and that the couple

met at certain hours of the day far the common acts of life.

We may accept this opinion, unless with some we prefer to

believe that Joseph understood nothing of the mysterious

words that passed between Mary and Elizabeth at their first

interview, as the disciples often did not understand our

Saviour's words, although he several times repeated the same

thing.}

rl

* The Holy Scripture says only that the Blessed Virgin went to the hilly conn-

try of Juda. The mountain cities, where Zachary might have lived, are many,

especially if we believe that he was not obliged to reside in a sacerdotal city. For

our part, we adopt the opinion of Baronius (i>t Appar. adann. § 77), of Toledo (in

Luc. Annot. 116), of Calmet (in Lnc. 39), of Samnel Busuage, and many others,

whom it wonld be tedious to enumerate. Moreover, we know that Hebron, once

called Chebron, and frequently Cariatharbi, a sacerdotal city, was sitnated in the

monntains of Judo. (Josne, xiv. 12-14, xxi. 13.)

t Those who think that Joseph did not accompany the Virgin on this jonrney,

rely, let, on these words of St. Luke, " before they came together," that is to say,

before the Virgin dwelt in the same house as her husband ; 2d, because Joseph,

being poor, could not leave his work long ; 3d, that if he had accompanied the

Blessed Virgin, he wonld have understood, by the words of Elizabeth and Mary's

canticle, that his spouse was the Mother of God. We maintain the contrary opinion,

for all the reasons that we have given, and will give in the conrse of the chapter.

Some think that Mary, in this journey, also visited Jernsalem, in order to thank

God, in the temple, for the great benefit of redemption. This last opinion, however,

needs proof.

J Although we may suppose that Joseph had gone to the chamber of Zachary,

and during the first moments was conversing with him, it is ridiculons to suppose,
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However this may have been at Hebron, it is of faith

that the first interview of the Blessed Virgin and Elizabeth

was very solemn. On learning that her dear cousin had come,

Elizabeth went forth to meet her, and embraced her with sen

timents of the most lively affection. Her lips were mute,

because she could not express all the emotion which she

experienced. The august Virgin was the first to salute her,

for she never lost a favorable occasion for exercising humility.

" One cousin," says St. Ambrose, " comes to see another, a

young maiden an aged woman ; not only does she come first,

but first salutes, because a virgin should be the more humble

as she is more chaste." 0

The salutation and embrace are immediately followed by

a singular prodigy, for wherever the Blessed Virgin was,

grace flowed in abundantly. As soon as the pious Eliza

beth was in the arms of the Virgin, as soon as she heard the

sweet voice of the daughter of Jesse, the child whom she

bore in her womb leaped, and gave evident signs of joy. " Con

sider," continues St. Ambrose, " consider the exact distinc

tion which the Evangelist makes in the words of Elizabeth,

the mother of the Precursor; Elizabeth hears the voice, and

forthwith John experiences the grace. She heard in the order

of nature, he leaped by reason of the mystery. The one felt

the coming of Mary, the other that of the Word. . . . Eliza

beth and Mary spoke of grace, and grace operated interiorly

on John. . . . The mothers spoke, and a double miracle was

accomplished. John leaped, when the mind of Mary is rav

 

as some have done, that Joseph conM not have heard this memorable colloquy,

because he had gone to put the ass in the stable. Hu•l Zuchary no servants ?

Was it not more becoming that Joseph should, before all, accompany his spouse and

present her to her relatives?

• In Luc. ii., n. 22.
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ished with joy ; John is filled with the Holy Ghost, and in

turn fills his mother." 0

This Holy Spirit, passing from the son to the mother,

completely invested her, so that she immediately began to

prophesy ; hence she exclaimed : " Blessed art thou amongst

women, and blessed is the frnit of thy womb. And whence is

this to me, that the mother of my Lord should come to me ? "

Now Elizabeth could not have addressed this salutation to

Mary, had she not been divinely inspired ; for Mary, so far as

outward appearances were concerned, was the wife of a poor

mechanic, and nothing without revealed the Mother of God.

But the prophecy of Elizabeth did not end here ; she adds :

" Blessed art thou that hast believed,f because those things

shall be accomplished that were spoken to thee by the Lord ; "

which amounts to saying : " Blessed art thou because thou

hast believed the angel, believed that thou shalt be Mother

of Him to whom the Lord will give the throne of David his

father, who shall reign for ever in the house of Jacob, and of

whose kingdom there shall be no end."

At this sublime and prophetic langnage of Elizabeth, the

Blessed Virgin did not remain silent ; but she, too, filled with

* The Fathers and Commentators agree in saying, that John was then purified

from original sin. And in fact, how conld Christ and sin be united ? How could

John have recognized the presence of Christ. if he had not been at that moment

endowed with reason and free from sin ? Suffice it to invoke the authority of

St. Athanasius, whose opinion was expressed in the Conncil of Ephesus (L.iRRE,

Coneli. III.) : " Multi ergo sancti fuernnt et mnndi a peccato : Jeremias et ab utero

sanctincntna est, et Joannes cum ess: t in utero exultavit in gandio voce Manse

Theotocse.''—Many saints therefore were cleansed from sin : Jeremias was sanctified

from the womb, and John, enclosed in the womb, exulted for joy at the voice of

Mary, Mother of God. St. Cyril adds : " John nlone, enclosed in the womb, leaped

for joy ; and though he saw not his Lord with his bodily eyes, acknowledged him

in spirit." Catech. III., di BapL, n. 6.

t Some Latin Fathers, adopting the Greek text, transfer the words from the

second to the third person : Blessed is she that has believed, &c.
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the Holy Ghost, intoned that divine canticle which clearly

alludes to several passages of the Old Testament, and espe

cially those which recall the departure from Egypt. This

canticle, according to St. Thomas of Villanova,* surpasses in

majesty, elevation of style, all the other canticles of Holy

Writ. In fact it is full of sublime mysteries, prophecies,

divine science, inscrutable secrets. What author can ever

be compared to Mary, who is the Queen of prophets ?

What greater proof of the Eternal Word who was in her ? f

We shall give this canticle in her very words, only paraphras

ing some passages according to the Fathers and interpreters.

The Blessed Virgin .-replied thus:

" My soul doth glorify the Lord, and my spirit hath

rejoiced in God my Saviour ;J because he hath regarded the

humility of his handmaid ; § for behold, all generations shall

call me blessed : || for he that is mighty hath done great

* Sermo de Visitarione.

t Because the Magnificat hath ten verses, some have pretended that this canticle

had been predicted by David, when he exclaimed, "To thee, O God, I will sing a

new canticle; on an instrument of ten strings I will sing praises to thee." Ps.

exliii. 9. Sulmeron rumurks, that we have three canticles on the great mystery

of the Incarnation; Mary's, Zurhary's, and Simeon's: the first, he says, is sung at

Vespera, because Mary arrived at Hebron a little after mid-day ; the second at

Matins towards daybreak, because St. John, like the morning star, announced the

sun ot' justice ; the third at Complins towards evening, because Simeon, after seeing

the Redeemer, asked only to die.

J The second verse is like a repetition of the first, because the Hebrews ususlly

thus explained a thought already expressed.

§ Some translate, " God hath regarded and rewarded in me the virtue of hu

mility:" but, as St. Bernard says in his 16th Sermon on the Canticles, the truly

humble wishes to be considered humble, but docs not prochiim himself to be so.

See Toledo, Calmet, Martini, Blessed Cardinal Tommasi. (Tom. VIfL, Oper. in

ecplic. Cantic. Magnificat.)

|| Hugh of St. Victor on the Magnificat says, that all generations shall proclaim

Mary blessed, because by the fruit of her chaste womb, they recover the blessings

lost by tiie fruit eaten in paradise.
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things to me, and holy is his name : and his mercy extendeth

from generation to generation to them that bless him. He

hath showed might in his arm :* he hath scattered the proud

in the conceit of their heart. He hath put down the mighty

from their seat, and hath exalted the humble.f He hath

filled the hungry with good things : and the rich he hath sent

empty away. He hath received Israel his servant,^ being

mindful of his mercy : as he spake to our fathers ; to Abra

ham and to his seed for ever." §

After the first colloquy in which, as St. Ambrose remarks,

the two happy mothers prophesied by a double miracle, from

the spirit with which the children in their wombs were filled,

* Bede (Super Evany. Lucre, ad htc rerba) says, that his arm signifies his Son.

Thus also may be explained the words of St. Paul : " Upholding all things by the

word of his power" (Heb. 1. 3), and those of Isaias " To whom is the ann of the

Lord revealed " I Isaias, liii. 1 ). Many say that urm implies the idea of strength.

t To whom do these words allude? As to this, there are two opinions; some

apply them to the angels fallen from their thrones, and become the enemies of

man, others pretend that they refer to the leprobationof the Jewish people and the

vocation of the Gentiles.

J Some believe that, Israel filio suo, may be understood in the doable sense of

the word, puer. It seems strange to say that God has received Israel, when all

know the chastisement of that deicide people. But, as St. Augustine says, in his

commentary on the 63d Psalm, in the spiritual sense Jesus Christ came to save

them ; in the temporal sense, to take care of them. It is solely their fault, if they

have not profited by the doctrine of the Redeemer and returned his love.

§ Hugh of St. Victor says, that God was merciful in promising, and true in ful

filling his promise. Surely the Virgin could not better terminate her sublime

canticle, than by recalling how from Adam to that day God had always manifested

his mercy to men ; the divine mercy was manifested in all the just, from the com

mencement of the world, whether we understand the word mercy in the general

sense, or understand by it the Incarnation of the Word, which is called mercy in

Holy Writ. " Through the bowels of the mercy of our God, in which the Orient from

on high hath visited us." (Canticle of'ZACHARY.) "Show us, O Lord, thy mercy, and

grant us thy salvation." (Psalm Ixxxviii.) Justly, thun, does St. Augustine, in his

treatise on the Magnificat, say : " This is that mercy which God showed to them

that feared him, that he scnt into the world his Word, assuming flesh."
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we caunot but believe that they had other pious entertain

ments, such as holy souls have with each other : for Mary

also wished to leave us an example of what our conversations

should be, always having God as their principal end, even

when they are as an agreeable relaxation to our mind.

O what joy, what consolations, these two blessed souls

undoubtedly experienced, entertaining each other on the good

ness and mercy of God, which had never been better dis

played.* As the Holy Scripture merely says that Mary

remained about three months with Elizabeth, each may freely

conjecture what we shall set forth in the course of this chap

ter, on the authority of the Fathers and Doctors, who, as we

have promised, shall constantly be our wituesses and guides in

the course of this history. We accordingly say, that after her

interview with Elizabeth, Mary was presented to Zachary by

her cousin, to whom Zachary, on his side, presented Joseph ; f

and thus these holy persons, after conversing together, sat

down in the Lord at a frugal table ; and Joseph, after a slight

repose, set out again for home, commending his most holy

spouse to the care of her cousins ; not that she needed care,

but because he knew well the precious treasure which he left

in that dwelling. Joseph, although always resigned to the

divine will, must nevertheless have experienced great saduess,

as he returned alone by the same path in which he had so

* We believe that this mysterious colloquy between Mary and Elizabeth was

not the only one which they had with each other, because pious souls are wont to

live recollected, and to communicate with simplicity of heart the graces with which

the God of mercy is pleased to eurich them.

t The silence of Holy Soripture does not weaken our opinion, but, on the con

trary, seems to confirm it. Thus Joseph is not mentioned in the passage of the

saered text, where it is said, " And enterinir the house, the wise men found the

child with Mary his mother" ^latt. ii. 11,; and yet all ugree that Joseph was

present.
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shortly before followed his well-beloved spouse ; and Mary

doubtless felt the separation no less keenly : but like him,

submitted humbly to the divine will.

What motive, then, induced the Blessed Virgin to remain

so long with her cousin ? St. Ambrose explains it by saying :

" Mary was not detained near Elizabeth by the sole motive

of mere friendship, but she remained also for the spiritual ad

vancement of the great precursor of Christ ; for if at Mary's

arrival, if at the first sound of her voice, the child leaped for

joy in his mother's womb, and if the mother herself was at

the same time filled with the Holy Ghost, how must grace

and heavenly gifts have increased both in mother and child

during the three months of Mary's presence ! After the

example of the athletes, the holy prophet by the unction of

grace, prepared for the combat.0

We cannot say with certainty whether Mary did or did

not await Elizabeth's delivery, because St. Luke, who has left

us an exact account of this visit, does not mention the fact ;

yet according to the context of the Evangelists, it seems not,

inasmuch as St. Luke concludes his account before relating

the birth of St. John the Baptist. Some commentators

think, moreover, that it was uubecoming in a pure young vir

gin like Mary to be present at the delivery : yet other Fathers,

and by far the greater number, affirm that the Blessed Virgin

was present at the Precursor's birth ; for, they say, his birth,

which was to be attended with so many prodigies, must have

been honored by the presence of the divine Mother ; and they

add that Mary remained with Elizabeth till the ceremony of

the circumcision.f After that, according to the same opin

* In Luc., c. 1. lib. I.

t Sec CALMET on the first chapter of Luke, and CiuaNELins A LAPIDE on the

50th verse of the same chapter. The Chureh now celehrates the feast of the
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ion, we must believe that our Blessed Lady took leave of her

cousin, and that after having for three months sanctified that

dwelling, she left it attended by some relative, or rather by

Joseph, who had come for her. She returned by the same

road to her house in Nazareth, where, inflamed with divine

love, and ever more devoted to the practice of virtue, she pre

pared to give to the world the Messias so ardently desired.

"Visitation on the 2d of July, that is to suy, the day after the Octave of the Nativ

ity of St. John the Baptist, because abont that time Mary mnst have returned to

Nazareth. This feast is very ancient in the Oriental Chureh. It was instituted in

the Western, by Urban VI., it is believed with a vigil ; at a later date, Pope Boni

face IX. only recommended it. In the forty-second session of the Conncil of Bale,

the celebration of this feast was fixed on the 2d of July, and Saint Pius V. reformed

the office. Saint Francis de Sales instituted, as all know, a religious order, which

took the name of Visitation of Mary.

 



 

 

CHAPTEE IV.

THE ANOEL APPEARS TO ST. JOSEPH TIIE BLESSED VIRGIN AND

HER CHA8TE SPOUSE PREPARE FOR THE REDEEMER'S BIRTH.

APPY, a thousand thousand times happy,

the man who fears God, who puts all his

trust in God, abandoning himself entirely

to God's infinite and mysterious provi

dence. The just man has nothing to

dread from the injustice of men, for God, always faithful in

his promises, guards and defends him. Need we here recall

Joseph, Jacob's son, avenged from calumnious imputations,

and Daniel and Susanna, and so many other examples, that

meet us at almost every page of the Holy Scripture and the

history of the Church ? We find an evident proof of this

divine protection in the signal manner in which God defend

ed Mary's honor and dispelled Joseph's mistrust.

Joseph had been again united to his most chaste spouse

but a few days when he perceived that she was with child. It

is more easy to conceive than to express how this idea alarmed

this just man. He admired indeed in Mary the summit of

all virtues ; he beheld her entirely circumspect, modest, recol
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lected ; he regarded her as a model, a mirror of perfection.

Merely by beholding her, he felt his heart filled with divine

love : but naturally he could not contradict the testimony of

his own eyes. Yet he did not dare to mention it to the Blessed

Virgin, for fear of giving her pain by suspecting her fidelity,

although the natural evidence was against her, as St. Bernar

dino of Sienna remarks.*

We are not ignorant that according to some the Blessed

Virgin revealed the mystery to Joseph, before going to visit

her cousin, and the motives they assign are quite plausible.

Yet it is sufficiently proved by the text of St. Matthew and

by the revelations of St. Bridget, that Mary observed silence

on the point.f We shall see why she concealed the divine

mystery from her spouse.

St. Bernardine of Sienna, meditating on this conduct of

Mary in regard to her husband, whose disquiet she might

easily have dissipated, learnedly teaches that she kept silence

to please God, because God's secret should not be revealed ;

that, moreover, the Blessed Virgin knew that the mystery

was known to St. Elizabeth, and that God in his own good

time would make it known to whom he wished. To these

wise considerations may be added the humility of Mary, and

the merit which the two spouses derived from their afflic- '

tion ; for with all his care to conceal from Mary the trouble

* Erat firmissimum argumentum natune ex tumefactiono uteri. Sermo de S.

Joxpho.

t The illustrious Gerson, Chancellor of the University of Paris, thinks that the

Blessed Yirgin revealed nil to Joseph ; 1st, because it seems more suitable that the

husband should know the mystery before Elizabeth ; 2d, because the tie of kindred

between Mary and Joseph was closer than between Elizabeth and Mary ; 3d, because,

he says, if the Holy Ghost, at the salutation of Mary, descended on Elizabeth, how

could it but have descended on Joseph, who was still better disposed for grace, and

who was to be the guardian and perpetual companion of Mary ?
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which he felt, Mary must have perceived it and divined the

cause.*

Theologians differ in opinion as to the subject of Joseph's

fears. St. Ambrose, St. Augustine, Euthymius, and others

think that Joseph, convinced that Mary had been unfaithful.f

wished to fly from her. Others, with St. Jerome, believe that

Joseph, although deeply afflicted at a fact which he saw with

his own eyes, never decided as to the cause ; that even as St.

John Chrysostom says, he would have believed that a virgin

might bear a child rather than believe Mary in fault.J

Others, in fine, believe that Joseph wished to leave his

espoused wife, only because he deemed himself unworthy to

dwell with the mother of God, who had already revealed to

him the mystery about to be accomplished in her. Origen,

Theophylact, St. Basil, St. Bernard, St. Remigius, John Ger-

son, Eck and many others § are of this opinion ; yet it needs

too great violence to the sacred text, to be induced to believe

that Joseph's fear sprang simply from his respect.

Be that as it may, it is past all doubt that the grief of

Mary's spouse was inexpressible, for he felt that he suspected

a person so dear to his heart, so tenderly loved, a spouse in

* Already cited.

t This fault of Joseph, if it took place, was very innocent, and in the intellect,

consequently permitted, as God permits the grievous falls of St. Peter and other

saints.

$ Hom. /., in Divm.

§ St. Bernardino of Sicoun, with other Fathers, observes, that St. Joseph might

easily have assured himself of the fact, by asking Mary, his holy spouse. And why

did he not ? He would not hove asked, for in snch a case her mere word would not

have dispelled all doubt ; 2d, that he might be informed by a heavenly revelation,

which he could believe. (Perm, de 8. Joseph, art. 2. c. 1.) This shows how little

confidence we can place in the sixth oration of Pnclus, patriarch of Constantinople,

and on the assertions of Athanasius and Germanus, ulso patriarchs of thut See, on

this point. TROMRELLI, Pi. 1. Diiasrt. xiii. ch. 2.
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whom he found not the shadow of a fault. " But what was

Joseph to do ? " exclaims St. Peter Chrysologus ; " was he to

dissemble the conception ? " But as St. Jerome justly remarks,

the law forbid it. Should he accuse Mary ? His heart did

not permit him so to treat his partuer, and the guardian of the

Blessed Virgin could not do aught that would diminish even

for a moment the value of that spotless purity of which he

was the most faithful wituess. As a vessel surprised by a

tempest amid the ocean floats to and fro, and is equally

exposed to destruction whether it unfurls its sails or casts

anchor, so Joseph wavered in heart and knew not what to do :

whether he should remain with his betrothed or surrender her to

the law, his pain is equally great. But God never abandoned

his faithful servant. It is his work, he can derive his greater

gLuy from the mutual anxieties of these two spouses.

Joseph had at last resolved to leave Mary secretly,* thus

making an actual divorce. He had already made all his pre

parations for departure, when suddenly an angel of the Lord

appeared to him in a dream, and said : " Joseph, son of

David, fear not to take unto thee Mary thy wife, for that

which is conceived in her is of the Holy Ghost." And the

heavenly messenger went on to say, that Mary should bring

forth a son; who should be called Jesus, and who should

deliver his people from their sins.f

* If St. Joseph wished to leave her seeretly, it follows that he was already

livi.uir with her; for we cannot leave what we have not taken; and besides,

Gud would not have sufficiently protected Mary's honor, had she been found preg

nant before being united to her spouse. Moreover, the Latin word accipere may

very well be understood in the sense of guard. See our remarks in the first chapter

of the second book.

t Quod enim in ea natim est do Spiritu sancto est. The word is properly "is

born," and the Evangelist "uses it, as St. Basil remarks, in his Sermon on the Na

tivity of our Lord, to show that the child was animated from the very moment of
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In these words, two things are to be considered ; first,

that the angel does not say to Joseph, Mary shall bear thee

a son, as he had said to Zachary ; and the reason is very

clear ; John was, in fact, and by nature, the son of Zachary,

while Jesus was the true son of Mary, but not the son of

Joseph. The second is, that the angel prophesied the effect

that the birth of Christ should produce for the world, which

was to deliver all men from the chains in which they groaned

wretehedly. In fact, St. Matthew, after relating the words

of the angel, recalls to our mind the prophecy of Isaias :

" Behold, a virgin shall be with child, and bring forth a son,

and they shall call his name Emmanuel." 0

Joseph, on awaking from this happy dream, doubtless

experienced great joy, but his confusion could not have been

less great. He rejoiced to see every cloud of suspicion disperse

from around her who was inexpressibly dear to him : he

rejoiced to learn that the longed for fulness of time had

arrived, and that God had at last heard the prayers of so

many generations, who had for so many ages implored the

heavens to " rain down the just one ; " he rejoiced, because,

according to the divine promise, so beautiful a branch was to

be produced from the long withered royal stock of David.

He rejoiced because it was given him to sec, to contemplate

the Incarnate Word, to bear him in his arms, to press him to

his heart ; he rejoiced. . . . but what tongue can recount all

the joy of Joseph ! His heart, which loved Mary and God

truly, alone could tell the unspeakable consolation with which

it was filled. Doubtless the happy sponse communicated to

the Incarnation. Hence St. Augustine, in his Mannal, suys : Natus est Chrisms

de Spiritu Sancto mm sicut filii, et natus est Christus ex Muria sient filii.—Christ

was born of the Holy Ghoss uot as children are, and Christ was born of the Virgin

Mary as children are.

* Matthew, i. 22.
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his chaste partuer the angel's words, and begged her pardon

for the suspicions which he had entertained.*

But Joseph's confusion was not less than his joy. He

accordingly humbled himself before God, acknowledging the

humility of Mary, who preferred appearing guilty to declaring

herself Mother of God : he humbles himself, meditating on

the abasement of a God come into the world in the form of a

slave : he humbles himself, thinking how, according to the

prophecies well known to him, this God would have to suffer

here below to accomplish the work of Redemption : he hum

bles himself, in fine, considering what a glory it would be for

him to be recognized on earth as the father of Jesus Christ,

father not by nature, but by grace.

St. Augustine says well, that " St. Joseph was truly the

father of Jesus Christ," not by having begotten him, but in

the sense that he had adopted him as such, and that the

infant God was born of his marriage." f The same holy Doc

tor, speaking elsewhere of these holy spouses, says : " Both

deserved to be called parents of Christ : Joseph was the

father in the spirit only, Mary was mother both in the spirit

and the flesh. They were parents of his humility, and not

of his sublimity ; of his infirmity, not of his divinity." J

And truly, as we learn by the sacred text, Joseph was es

teemed and revered by all as the father of Christ, and exer

cised over him all the rights and duties of a father.

* Somie cannot understand how St. Joseph, although ho knew that the Messins

was to be horn of a Virgin, and knew Mary's virginity, did not believe her to be

the Mother of the Incarnate Word. It is easy to auswer : 1st, Because the Holy

Seriptures speak of a Virgin, a word generally understood of an unmarried wo

man : 2d, Because, as Mary's humility prevented her from supposing herself

worthy to be the Mother of the Measias. so Joseph did not deem himself worthy

to be raised to the honor of adoptive lather of the Uedeemer.

t He Conem. Eianyrt.

J Lib. de \up. et ( oncnp.
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And here each one may easily imagine with what pious

respect Joseph, from that moment, treated his beloved

spouse, in whose womb he adored Him whom the very heavens

could not contain ; the more so as Mary, according to some

Fathers of the Church, shone with such splendor, as she

advanced in her pregnancy," that the humble Joseph did not

venture to look upon her radiant face, till the day when she

bore her divine frnit. This fact seems to us by no means

improbable ; if no one could look upon Moses, after his heav

enly converse with God, in which, after all, he heard only the

voice of an angel, what shall we say of that Blessed Virgin

who bore God in her womb ?

Speak as much as we will of Joseph's holy respect for

Mary, and their preparation for the Redeemer's birth, we

shall always say little ; if we blend in them all the love of

the saints that have been, are, and shall be on earth, we shall

still say little ; if we imagine in their hearts the most sublime

dispositions, we shall still say little compared to the greatuess

of this couple, most beloved of heaven, and soon to represent

on earth the Most August Trinity.

The Evangelist, after relating the dream, says, " Joseph,

rising up from sleep, did as the angel of the Lord had com

manded him, and took unto him his wife And he knew her

not till she brought forth her first-born son."

At the first glance, these words seem to present a meaning

at variance with Mary's perpetual virginity.f

* ALRERTL Commentaries with life, doctrine, and miracles of Christ and the

ever Immaculate Mary. Vo!. I. ch. VIII.

t Matt. i. L'4-">. This form of expression, here as in other parts of Scripture,

has no reference to the future, as the Fathers and Doctors have shown ; St. Jerome

on the first chapter of Matthew, says : " Because it is written ' hefore they came

together,' it by no meaus follows that they afterwards came together ; bnt the

Scripture shows what was not done." See St. Isidore of Damietta (Ep. 31, Book
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To gnard and defend our most holy Mother's spotless

honor, we shall here offer two things for devout considera

tion : first, that according to Saint Augustine,0 in the fourth

month of the pregnancy of the Blessed Virgin took place the

nuptial ceremony, as described by us in the first chapter of

the second book, and as to the time of which we are still in

doubt, since it is not easy to know with certainty whether it

took place, or to form the concord of the gospels, or at least

to explain them. The second is, that Joseph did what the

angel commanded : Now since he only ordered him not to

fear : " Fear not," there was no occasion to counsel the non-

fulfilment of the vow. Then, if Christ is called the " first

born," it is only formally, according to the expression of

theologians.

Moreover, we shall in the following chapter speak again

of the perpetnal virginity of the Blessed Virgin Mary. Mean

while we think that we shall please the reader by telling how

the Church, wishing to unite her heart to those of the chaste

spouses in the expectation of the Redeemer, instituted the

feast of the Expectation ; f not only in order to honor the

III.) ; St. Hilary, cited by St. Thomas in the Catena Patrnm ; the author of tho

imperfect work on Matthew; and Father Rovero detto Rothario, (Lez. I. Mbr. X.)

St. Hilary also remarks that in the Holy Scriptures whenever the Blessed Virgin

is mentioned, she is not called Joseph's wife, but always MOTHER OF JESUS, and

also that for a son to be called first-bora, it is sufficient that he be the only child

of his mother. This word first-born, employed by the Evangelist, also contaius a

great mystery, for it shows that in Christ were united all the rights of primogeni

ture, princedom, priesthood, and heirship, conferred on that first-born who was

figured in the first-born of the old law, and of which the Apostle says that when

he was introduced into the world by the Father, all the angels were commanded

to ndore him. ST. ISIDORE OF DAMIRTTA, ST. EPIPHANIUS. Useres. 78.

* De Concord. Evany.

t Gregory XIII. in I!>78, approved the festival of the Expectation for the

churehes of Spain, whence it passed to other churehes. At last, in 1726, Bene
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ardent desires of Mary, but also in order to obtain by her

intercession, that the Holy Ghost may enkindle in us similar

desires, and that we may thus celebrate with fruit, the holy

Nativity of Jesus Christ. For this, too, are recited those

beautiful anthems, those aspirations,* in which, by represent

ing to our Redeemer our darkness, captivity, and ignorance, we

invoke him as the light, the wisdom, the liberator, pastor,

king, and redeemer of our souls.

diet XIII. established it in the Roman church, and the Pontifical states, appointing

the 18th of December for its celebration. BENEDICT XIV. De Festa.

* The pious reader will read with pleasure these aspirations, which may servo

as a prayer preparatory to the Nativity of our Divine Redeemer.

O Wisdom, who eamest out of the Most High reaching from end to end mightily,

and ordering all things sweetly, come teach us the way of prudence.

O Adonai, and chief of the house of Israel, who didst appeur to Moses in the

fire of the burning bush, and didst give him the law on Sinn, come to redeem us

with an ontstretehed arm.

O root of Jesse, who standest a signal to the nations, at whom kings shall

shut their mouths, whom the Gentiles shall beseech, come and deliver us—do not

now delay.

O key of David, and sceptre of the house of Israel ; who openest and no one

shuts ; shnttest and no one opens, come and deliver from the prison-house, the

fettered sitting in darkness, and the shadow of death.

0 Orient, brightuess of eternal light, and sun of justice, come and enlighten

those who sit in darkness, and the shadow of death.

O King of the Gentiles, and desired by them, the corner-stone who makest

both one, come and save man whom thou hast formed out of the slime of the

earth.

O Emmanuel, our king nnd law-giver, the expectation of the Gentiles, and

their Saviour, come to save us, O Lord our God.

 

 



 

 

JOSEPH AND MABY'S JOURNEY FROM NAZARETH TO BETHLEHEM.

BIRTH OF THE DIVINE REDEEMER.

: HE time marked in the eternal decrees for the

birth of the Mcssias had come at last ; the day was

soon to arrive, and the hour to strike, when the

only Son of God, the Eternal Word, would put on

our mortal flesh. All nations impatiently expected the great

event ; traditions of it were spread over the whole earth, and

had been preserved by the posterity of the children of Noe,

though encompassed by mythological fables. Hence the

slightest singular fact excited the greatest attention, for in

it the world expected to see realized the ancient prophecies of

Jacob, Daniel, and Isaias.*

r^

 

* The sceptre shall not be taken away from Juda, nor a ruler from his thigh,

till ln> cometh that is to be sent " (Gen. xlix. 10). " Seventy weeks are shortened."

(See Daniel ix. 24.) " Behold a Virgin shall conceive, and bear a son." (Isaiaa

vii. 14.)

* 'a
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Paul OrOsius * relates that when Ctesar Augustus entered

Rome, to take possession of the perpetual tribuneship to

which the senate had raised him, a fountain of oil burst forth

in the public hospice, and spreading for a day overflowed the

Trastevere ; f he adds that, on the return of the same Ctesar

from Apollonia to the capital of the world, a halo of light

was seen around the sun about the third hour, and doubling the

splendor of that luminary. Orosius says too, that Augustus,

after going through the city in a triumphal car, closed the

gates of the temple of Janus, thus renewing the example given

by the consul Titus Manlius more than two hundred years

before ; and finally, that on his fourth journey to Rome, the

same emperor forbid any one daring in future to call him

patron. These, and many others which in astonishment men

admired and could not explain, were, says the same writer,

nothing but manifest signs of the actual or speedy birth of

the Redeemer. In fact, the oil which gushed forth for a

« Book II. ch. 18.

t The public hospice, where provisions were distribnted to invalid soldiers,

near Mount Janiculum. The immortal Benedict XIV., in his learned work, De

Festis Domini Nostri Jesu Christi, already so frequently cited, relates that the oil

gushed forth all day long, and considers it a miracle. Here Alexander Severns, in

the third eentury, permitted the faithful to raise a temple to God in honor of the

Blessed Virgin, which was always held in great veneration. This temple was

called sometimes the Basilica of Calixtus, Julius I., Cornelius, and sometimes " St.

Mary's at the fountain of oil ;" it is i.ow commonly called Santa Maria in Transle-

fere. Morclli, a learned historian of that church, in thu sixth chapter of his book,

proves by sound arguments, that Calixtus I. built it on the site of the public hos

pice, thus showing the truth of the prodigy we have mentioned. This basilica

was for sev «... i«nruries the residence of the Popes ; it has an illustrious chapter

of canons and prebendaries, and enjoys many privileges, especially that of being

substituted for St. PauFs extra mum during the year of the Jubilee, when the latter

cannot be visited as one of the seven churches to gain the indulgences. Leo XII.,

of happv memory, in 1S25 substituted it for the basilica of Ostia, just previously

destroyed by fire, and now almost rebuilt through the care of Gregory XVI., and

Pius IX., now happily reigning.
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whole day in the capital of the world, was the symbol of

Christianity spread over the whole world ; for in Greek,

CHRIST means anointed ; the increased splendor of the sun

signified the diffusion and effulgence of the light of the divine

doctrine, confirmed hy miracles, till then unheard of; tae

closed doors of the temple of Janus were a sweet presage of

the peace brought to men by the Messias, called in Scripture

the PRINCE OF PEACE; and the emperor, by refusing him

to be called patron, confessed that HE was already born on

earth, who is the true, only, absolute patron of all causes.*

The prophet Micheas had foretold that Bethlehem was

the blessed soil, on which the Saviour of the world was to be

born.f Yet the Blessed Virgin, who had at last reached the

* It was the general opinion in the time of which we speak, that n reparator,

an extraordinary man was to be born, who would reconstruct society. The fourth

eclogue of Virgil Sicelides Masa, applies to the Redeemer better than to Pollio to

whom it is addressed, so much does the bard of Mantua presage the wonders of

the reign of Jesus Christ. Suetonius, in the life of Vespasian, relates that it was

then an universal opinion that men from Judea would become masters of the

world. We know, moreover, that Titus, John of Giscala, and many others were

taken for the promised Messias.

t " And thon, Bethlehem Ephrata, art a little one among the thousands of

Juda ; out of thee shall he come forth unto me that is to be the ruler in Israel, and

his going forth is from the beginning, from the days of eternity." (Mien. v. 2.)

Micheas is the ouly prophet who predicted the spot where the Saviour was to be

bom. Of him the scribes nnd priests learned it when Herod asked them in order

to answer the wise men. Bethlehem means a city of brend. This city of Pales

tine is situated eight leagues from Jerusalem ; it is called Bethlehem of Juda, to

distinguish it from another of the sume name, in the tribe of Zebulon. Micheas

calls it Ephrata, from the name of the mother of its founder. We may remark

that St. Matthew, citing this prophet, says : " Thou art not the least among the

cities of Juda," while Micheas, on the contrary, had called it " a little one." St.

Jerome seems to us to reconcile this apparent contradiction, by saying that St.

Matthew related the words, not as written hy the prophet, but as cited to Herod by

the seribes and priests; which proves the great ignorance of these doctors, who,

wishing to explain one of their prophets, could not do it without altering the text.

Bethlehem then, undistinguished for greatuess or trade, became very celebrated us
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term of her pregnancy, and her chaste spouse Joseph, resided

at Nazareth ; and there seemed to be no ground for presum

ing that the august couple would change their abode. But

how petty are the judgments of men ! God always disposes

events according to his profound and mysterious designs. He

inspired Augustus to order a census of the subjects of his

empire ; * and as, among the Hebrews, the people were

the Redeemer's birth-place. Sr me have asked why, since Jesus came into the

world in Bethlehem, a city belonging to the tribe of Juda, he was called in Serip

ture a Nazarene or Galilean, and as such given up by Pilate to Herod. We answer

with St. Thomas (!!. p. q. 35. art. 7), that he was so called, not from his birth

place, bnt from the place where he was brought up, and grew to manhood.

* And it came to pass that in those days there went ont a deeree from Cscsar

Augustus that the whole world should be eurolled . . . And Joseph also went up

from Galilee out of the city of Nazareth into Judea, to the city of David, which is

called Bethlehem, &c." Thus the fact is related by St. Luke. The Scriptures

mention two censuses of the people. The first is that which David ordered Joab

to take (II. Kings xxiv. 2), " Go through all the tribes of Israel from Dan to Ber-

subee, and number ye the people, that 1 may know the number of them." The

second was made by Augnstus when Cyriuns was Governor of Syria. (Luke li.)

St. Justin and Tertullian say that the registers of this census existed in their time

in the archives at Rome. As the first census had no motive but pride, David was

punished after the people had been counted ; for the Almighty sent a pestilence

upon Israel. The second census is admired and praised by all the holy Fathers,

and all the Doctors, on account of its sublime result. Although not exempt from

pride, this census, ordered for the levying of troops, was to aid in the fulfilment of

a celebrated prophecy. Thus, as we read in the Proverbs, all ereatures serve for

God*s glory. The Fathers and Commentators make beautiful remarks on this

edict. It will suffice us to sny with St. Gregory, that at the birth of Christ the

census of the world took place, that it might be a symbol of the census of

the jnst written in the book of life by Him who appeared in the flesh. Mary,

who was pregnant, was inseribed with her spouse Joseph. Some think that

the name of the child was also inseribed, as, according to Dionysins of Halicarnassus,

had ordered to be done with pregnant women. Jesus, Mary and Joseph, the most

august personages that ever existed on earth, were inseribed in the registers of the

Roman empire, and voluntarily submitted to a law which, as we have said, did not

regard them.

This Census of Syria was token, as the suered text states, by Cyrinns, Gover

nor of Syria. As no profane anthor mentions it, several controversies have arisen
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divided into tribes and families, the emperor wished each one

to be enrolled in the city whence his family had come. Now

Mary and Joseph were descended from the race of David,

son of Jesse, who abode at Bethlehem ; there, then, the

descendants of the prophet King were to be enrolled.*

Although it is required the head of the family only to

inscribe his name ; the Blessed Virgin journeyed to Bethle

hem, guided, either by the remembrance of Micheas' prophecy,

or induced, by her unwillingness to separate from her spouse

and guardian. Thus, to obey the order of a foreign pagan

prince, an order which did not concern them, Mary forgot the

pains and dangers of the journey, the rigor of the season,

her poverty, and the maturity of her divine fruit. Carrying

only some swaddling clothes in which to wrap the child,

when born, these blessed spouses set out for Bethlehem.f

to conciliate them with the text of St. Luke. Casaubon in his work on Baronius,

and others believe that Cyrinus spoke of it in the ten books, now lost, of the ouly

hi-tory which we had of the Emperor Augustus. We rendily udopt the opinion of

Benedict XIV., who on the faith of the gravest authors, believes that Cvrinus, a

man of consular dignity, was sent by Augustus with extraordinary powers, at a

time when Sentins Saturniuns was governor of Syria. If this opinion is admitted,

T>rtullinn does not contradict St. Luke, when he tells us that the census was made

by Saturninus, Governor of Syria.

* According to the Fathers, and most learned Commentators on the Bible, it

.-'•'-ms that this was the reason why the two spouses were inseribed at Bethlehem,

and not that advanced by others, that Mary and Joseph had some property in that

city. In fact David is called a Bethlehemite in the sixteenth chapter of the first

book of Kings.

•' Some think that the Blessed Virgin rode on an ass, and painters so represent

her ot this journey. Those who maintain the opposite opinion, say that the two

-l"au*«s went on foot out of respect for the divinity of Our Lord Jesus Christ, and

l"•cause, as St. Fulgentius in his sermon on the praises of Murv, St. Bernard in

his Homily on the 12th chapter of the Apocalypse, and other Fathers say, Mary

n reived no inconvenience from her pregnancy, and maintain that she who con

ceived of the Holy Ghost must have borne her divine fruit withont inconvenience,

and brought it forth withont pain.

14
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They journeyed four days, according to Dom Calmet, because

the city of Bethlehem is about ninety miles from Nazareth.

The nearer they approached the desired day, the more

ardent became their sighs, and the Virgin panted with

holy hope, to see at last with her eyes the blessed fruit of

her womb ; the regenerator of the nations, the restorer of

fallen humanity, the Eternal Word of the Father ; to print

with respect her fond kisses on that countenance of heaven,

to press to her heart that dear little babe, to adore the only

Son of God, the Word arrayed in our mortal flesh, thus first

teaching the Church to prepare worthily for the mystic cele

bration of the divine Nativity, as in fact, the Church, since

those days, has never omitted to prepare each year.

But it is time to relate how the Saviour of the world was

born. The two spouses arrived then at Bethlehem, but

could find no shelter there, so full was it of strangers.

Repulsed from one inn, they went to another ; in vain did they

implore hospitality, an asylum of any kind ; in vain did

Joseph endeavor to excite pity for his companion, so soon to

be a mother ; both bore with unspeakable humility the

indignant refusal. At the same time they admired the infi

nite gooduess of Our Lord, of whom the Evangelist St. John

has said : " He came unto his own, and his own received him

not." *

At last, seeing themselves without shelter, and not wishing

to remain in the public road, they turned to a rustic grotto

which met their eyes ; f here they entered with joy, thinking

* John i.

t Was the Redeemer born in or out of Bethlehem ? What was the nature of

the spot? These arc controverted points. Many, with Cardinal Baronius, main-

tain that he was born, as seems nmst probable to us, in the suburbs of Bethlehem,

which formed part of the town. Eusebius Pamphilus relates that a field was shown

near Bethlehem, where the Blessed Virgin was said to have brought forth her di-
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that they might at least here await the coming day. Night

was in the midst of her course, all nature was calm and

silent, when the Blessed Virgin informed her chaste spouse

that the moment of her divine delivery was come.* Joseph

through respect left the grotto, as St. Bridget relates.

vine Son. The shepherJs who were guarding their flocks in the fields are another

proof. Moreover, as the city of Bethlehem is situated in a rocky mountainous

country, with hostelries for travellers, stables for beasts of burthen, and flocks out

side, it seems probable that the spot where our Lord was born, was one of these

stables cnt in the rock. Indeed, St. Jerome, whose authority is of the greatest

weight, leaves us no doubt on the point. In his 108th letter to Eustochium, he

says : " At the foot of stony Bethlehem is a stable cnt in the rock, with its erib,

for the use of beasts of burthen, and there it is that the incarnate Word was born."

See BIANCHINI, Dissert. 1. de praxepe el cunts D. N. J. C. in basilicam LOxriancan

trata'atii.

* The interpreters, commentators and mystics do not agree as to the circum

stances of the divine Nativity, for the Evangelists are silent as to it. Some think

that St. Joseph was present at the birth. Others say that the angels themselves

presented her Divine Son to the Blessed Virgin ; others assign her a midwife or

companion. See BARONIUS in his notes on the Martyrology on the 25th of De

cember ; BENEDICT XIV., De Fe»lis, where the divine delivery is spoken of, and the

reader will find reasons which make such an opinion inadmissible.

In the account of the Redeemer's birth, we have followed in preference the sen

timent given in the revelations of St. Bridget, the authority of which we have shown.

Although our object in writing the life of our most dear Mother is not to dis

play erudition, but devotion and filial love, we shall continue, as we deem proper,

to discuss at length the principal questions that may arise.

The universal Church celebrates the commemoration of the Nativity of Christ on

the 2.1th of December. Some think that the Redeemer was born in another month,

and are in favor of January, March, April, or September, yet the opinion which

fixes his birth on the 25th of December seems best founded. As to the hour, it is

beyond all doubt, that Our Lord was bom at night, since the saered text says :

" The shepherds watehing, and keeping the night-watehes over their flock." We

may also conclude by analogy, that he was born nt midnight, from these words of

the Book of Wisdom, xviii. 14. " For while all things were in quiet silence, and

the night was in the midst of her course, thy Almighty Word leapt down from

heaven, from thy royal throne, as a fierce conqueror into the midst of the land of

destruction." In fact, at that hour of midnight, the Word, by his wisdom, delivered

the Hebrew from the bondage of Egypt, by putting to death all the first-born. So
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The Blessed Virgin took off her sandals, untied her hair,

and knelt down with her face to the crib ; her gaze turned to

the east. Then she raised her hands and eyes to heaven, and

was ravished in ecstasy. In this divine rapture of love, with

unspeakable joy and heavenly purity, she brought forth.

Humbly inclining her head, clasping her hands over her

heart, full of respect and love, she adored the divine babe ;

for she saw in that frnit of her chaste womb, the eternal Sou

of the Father ; although she beheld him naked on the

ground, all benumbed with cold, she durst not approach him.

Hence the little child, as if to give its mother courage, began

to cry, and, as though it wished to implore her aid and com

passion, lovingly turned its eyes, and stretehed out its little

hands towards her. Then humility was overcome by maternal

affection. Mary took her newborn son in her arms she con

templated him, lavished on him a thousand caresses, wrapped

him in swaddling clothes and suckled him. Joseph, at the

sudden effulgence which illumined the stable, supposing the

Messias to be born, entered hastily, his countenance bedewed

with sweet tears ; he adored the child divine, and blessed the

Almighty for having enabled him to behold the Incarnation

of the uncreated Wisdom. Their desires are satisfied, but

not sated ; in Joseph's presence, Mary lays the infant in the

crib, on the straw, between an ox and an ass,0 which were in

too, did he choose to deliver at midnight, the sons of Adam from the bondage of

Satan.

This opinion too, is confirmed by the Chureh, which celebrates the Nativity of

our Redeemer at the very hour of midnight, which is not the case with other

feasts.

* It is an ancient tradition, referred to by many, that there were an ass and

an ox in the blessed stable. There is a beantiful dissertation on the point by

Father Charles Verallone, a Regular Clerk of the order of Barnabites, in the

second series of Annals of lieligions Science. The anthor there maintains this

opinion, with profound erndition, and shows its trnth, first, by the testimony of the
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that blessed stable, or rather, earthly paradise, inasmuch as

the blessed spirits there beheld the Word, who is God, in the

bosom of the Father, and whom they adored as truly their

sovereign Lord, although invested in our mortal flesh, he lay

humbly in a crib.

And here, before pursuing our narrative, we will tell what

a superabundance of graces such a delivery, in an instant,

brought to Mary ; and how she preserved perpetually pure

and spotless the lily of her virginity.

The woman, blessed above all women, was not Mother of

God by a figure, by name, by adoption, or by grace merely,

as Joseph is called father of Jesus, or our Redeemer calls

brethren all those who do the will of his Father ; but she

WHS in fact, and nature, the Mother of the Redeemer ;

because she conceived, and bore him, nursed and brought

him up, as all other mothers do their children.* Now if

Mary, as we have already shown, was adorned from all eternity

with the most signal graces, so as to be worthy to become

Mother of God ; if this treasure of graces became a thousand

times richer when she conceived by the Holy Ghost, it must,

according to the opinion of the Fathers, have increased

wonderfully, when she began to live familiarly with that only

;--,

Fathers, who are the true depositors of religious traditions, and then hy the vener

able anthority of ancient monuments.

* The Council of Ephesus defmed against Ncstorius that Mary is truly Mother

of God. Although there are two distinct natures, the divine and human in the

Redeemer, yet his person is one and undivisible. To show that the Blessed Virgin

is justly called, not only Mother of Christ, but also Mother of God, St. Cyril uses

the example of St. Elizabeth, who is called not only mother of the body and soul

of St. John the Baptist, but also Mother of the Precursor ; so Mury is the true

and natural mother of tbe Incarnate Word, both God and Man ; God, because he

is of the same nature and substance as the Father, according to his eternal gene

ration ; man, because he assumed hummu flesh, and a human soul in his mother's

most chaste womb.
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Son of God, and became, so to speak, one with him.* She

thereby not only perfected herself in the most exquisite virtues,

but also acquired a natural right to the obedience of the Son,

and the Blessed Virgin then began to exercise that most

compassionate office of advocate for sinners, and true media

trix between God and man. If, then, the Virgin of Jesse was

really and naturally the Mother of Jesus Christ, she was not

bound by the law to which all other women are subjected in

childbed. But as we have already seen, in her Annunciation,

the privileges with which she was adorned, and are impatient

to enter on new mysteries, we shall merely say, that Mary,

having been conceived without the spot of original sin, brought

forth without pain, as Eve would have done, if she had not

committed a fault, punished in all her posterity. Let us add

that Christ came forth from his Mother's virginal womb, as

he entered the room after his resurrection, the doors being

closed : let us say more, that the virginity of Maryf was very

noble in its principle, since it was produced by a perpetual

vow, which the most ardent divine love inspired, and which

she kept with the greatest perfection ; wonderful in its end,

since from this virginity was born the new Adam ; admirable

in its effects, since God employed this means to exalt, infi

nitely, the virginity of his glorious Mother.

The childbirth of Mary occurring amid the darkness, in

so solitary a spot, in so humble a manner, at so late an hour,

* The Angelic Doctor (part 1. qutest. 25), calls this union almost infinitely close,

and Dennis, the Carthusian, in his book on the praises of Mary, adds, that after the

hypostatic union, there is none closer than that of Mary with her divine Son.

•f St. John Damascenos, whose authority, selected from a thousand others, will

suffice, says : " She remained a Virgin after her delivery, who ever remained a

Virgin, and had no union with her spouse, but that of virtue. And how could it

ever come to pass that she who had miraculously born a God, should love or seek

aught but God? Far from us such a thought !" Justly then w is tho perpetual

virginity of Mary defiued in tho sixth General Councii.

CHUB;
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with no wituesses but the heavenly spirits, could not remain

hidden from men, but was revealed to mortals that very hour.

Some poor shepherds were keeping their night wateh over

their flocks in the neighboring fields ; while conversing per

haps on the prophecy of Jacob, an angel suddenly appeared

before them ; 0 a divine light encompassed them, and they

were seized with a great fear ; but the angel calmed them,

saying : " Fear not, for behold I bring you good tidings of

great joy, that shall be to all the people ! for this day is born

to you a Saviour, who is Christ the Lord, in the city of

David. And this shall be a sign unto you. You shall find

the infant wrapped in swaddling clothes, and laid in the

manger." He had not finished speaking, when thousands of

heavenly spirits appeared, praising God, and singing : " Glory

* ST. CYPRIAN, de Nativilate Domini, VENERARLE BEDE, de Locis Sanctis, and

other Fathers too believe that it was the Arehangel Gabriel who bore this happy

tidings to the shepherds. According to St. Jerome, they were watehing their

flocks in the very spot where Jacob and David had gnarded theirs, a spot called

the tower of Ader. There are varions opinions ns to the number of these shep

herds ; the most received is that which supposes three. The pions St. Helena

erected on the spot a chureh, called afserwards the Chureh of the Three Shepherds.

Munzoni in his ode on the Nativity, thus describes this invitation :

The heaveniy envoy shuns the gorgeons halls,

"Where hedged with bristling gnards, the rich repose;

Bnt to the Shepherds qnick his radiant form reveals,

Men whose pure joy the vain world never knows.

Legions of spirits In the dusky night.

On qnivering wings like cireles widening ronnd.

With ardor kindled to Its utmost height,

" Glory to God " harmonions echoing sonnd.

Soaring aloft their chant swells wide and elear.

Till slow Its echo dies within each hill,

Till the hist mnrmnr's lost upon the ear,

And all aronnd the shecpfold has grown still.

Then, happy men. they seek the wretched grot,

Where, as Just tanght by that sweet angel's tone.

They find in swaddling bands and manger laid,

The King of Heaven, and hear his infant monn.
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bo to God on high, and peace on earth to men of good will."

And after the angels had again ascended to heaven, the

happy shepherds, filled with unspeakable joy, lost not an

instant, and came in haste to the inn mentioned, not to test

by eyesight what the angel had told them, for they had the

liveliest faith, but to be the first to adore the divine child.

Now, they found him in that grotto as the angel had

announced. Full of holy respect and admirable tenderness,

they prostrated themselves before him, rendered him thanks

for so great a mercy, happy to see Jesus and his holy Mother,

who exulted with joy and love to see the august mystery of

the Incarnate Word manifested to men.

The shepherds on their return related to their compan

ions all that they had heard and seen that night ; and as

they confirmed their narrative by convincing circumstances

and proofs, the news of the Messias' birth spread rapidly over

the whole country, so that we believe we may truly say, that

by the following morning, all the other shepherds with their

wives and children, hastened to the stable of Bethlehem,

bringing some little presents, according to the custom of

poor people. Thus God, come on earth to assume our mortal

flesh, would not at first show himself to the rich and power

ful, but to the poor and little ; and thus, from the first

moment, he gave us the example of humility and abjection.

 



 

 

CHAPTER VI.

 
cmcmtcisiON OF JESUS.—ADORATION OF THE WISE MEN.

HEN God appeared to Abraham,* making

him the wonderful promises which we read in

the twelfth chapter of Genesis, he also insti

tuted Circumcision, of which the patriarch

was to give the first example : " And you

shall circumcise the flesh of your foreskin, that it may be for

a sign of the covenant between me and you. An infant of

eight days old shall be circumcised among yon, every man

child in your generations : he that is born in the house, as

well as the bought servant, shall be circumcised, and who

soever is not of your stock. And my covenant shall be in

your flesh for a perpetual covenant. And the male whose

* Abrnm, afterwards called Abraham, that is, father of a great multitude, was

born in the city of I'r in Chaldea, of Than*, a worshipper of idols. At the voice

of God he abandoned his country, taking with him his wife Sara, and his father,

who died at llur.ui.

\m
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flesh of his foreskin shall not be circumcised, that soul shall

he destroyed out of his people." * These words signify, that

the uncircumcised shall be deprived of the noble prerogative

of the children of Abraham, and that he should have no part

in the divine promises made in that memorable covenant.

It is useless to set forth the various opinions given as to

this mysterious rite. We shall only say, that one of the

principal reasons for this precept was to prevent the descend

ants of Abraham from being confounded with other nations,

since Christ was to be born of his race. Hence, as every one

can see for himself, Christ was not bound by this law. But

the Redeemer, come into the world to overthrow human pride,

and give all, and in all, a striking lesson of humility and

obedience, as in the journey to Bethlehem he had yielded

submission to Caesar, so now obeyed the law of Moses by cir

cumcision ; thus beginning in the eighth day of his life, to

shed the precious blood, the last drop of which he was to

pour out on Golgotha.

The Mosaic law did not determine the minister of cir

cumcision ; and we do not positively know, how long the

divine infant remained in the grotto of Bethlehem ; it is

therefore impossible to say, where and by whom he was cir-

cumciscd.'j' St. Hilary thinks that the circumcision took

* Genesis xvii. 11. Some Fathers and Commentators give a severer interpre

tation to this passage : believing that corporal and even spiritual death is meant.

t Circumeision according to the Hebrew rite, was performed neither in the

temple nor synagogue, because it was not a part of the priest's ministry. It was

usually done by the father of the family in presence of the nearest relatives ; the

instrument was not determined. St. Thomas thus speaks of it (Part III. qutest.

70): " It seems that the stone knife was not essential in circumeision, for it was

not preseribed by the divine law, and the Jews, then as now, omitted to use it. If

some used the stone knife, as we read in Exodus iv., and Josue v., it was a

symbol of the spiritual circumeision, which was to be one day made by Christ, of

whom it is said in the first epistle to the Corinthiaus, " And this stone was Christ."
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place in the temple of Jerusalem,* and that one of the

priests, in the presence of Joseph and Mary, was intrusted

with the ceremony, in which the child received its name.

The common opinion is, that Jesus was circumcised in the

grotto by Joseph. Following Tornelli, Gerson, and several

others, we believe that he was circumcised at Bethlehem by

an ordinary minister, a priest, according to some, appointed

to circumcise children ; and that the holy spouses willingly

submitted to the consecrated usage ; thereby, they not only

gave good example, but also gave greater notoriety to the cir

cumcision of the divine infant. Be this as it may, it is certain

that the heavenly babe must have sufffered exquisite pain, on

account of the delicacy of his holy little body, formed expressly

for suffering, and on account of the fuluess of reason which

was in him : f whence we may conclude that he shed at that

moment copious tears.lf The plaintive voice of the divine

Snarez says that circumeision was in use, not merely among the Jews, bnt also

the Arabs, Egyptians, Ethiopians, and Idumeans; these nations took it from

Abrabam, on whom God had enjoined it.

* Psalm xviii. This opinion, however, clashes with Leviticus, which forbids

the mother, as unclean, to appear in the temple before forty days. It is true that

Mary was not ouly unsullied in her delivery, but was even made purer. Nicepho-

rus thinks that the circumeision took place in Joseph's house.

t St. Bridget says in her revelations (Bk. V. ch. 22), that the Blessed Virgin

preserved with the greatest veneration these saered relics of Our Lord ; that on dying

she recommended them to St. John aml his successors ; that in the course of time

they were found in an unclean place, and remained there till the angel made the

revelation. This took place, they say, at the time of Charlemagne. Some theolo

gians have doubted the anthenticity of these relics, affirming, that it is impossible

to find, in any part of the world, any portion of that body which rose again after

death without losing aught of its integrity. The illustrious Suarez (in II. p. t.

II. q. 54. diss. 47), Dennis the Carthusian (de Circum. hom. 8), Cardinal Toledo

(in Luc. II. 21), and others explain how this could happen without Christ's body

losing any of its entireness. Cardinal Toledo confirms the fact by the miraculous

relic long preserved at St. John Lateran, but carried off by a soldier in the pillage

of Kome, in 1527, to Caleata, diocese of Civita Castellana, where she is still vener

ated, J ST. BERNARD. Ueplanctu Viryiais.

••
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child, not only touched the pious soul of Joseph, but rent the

heart of Mary, who, courageous indeed, but still a mother,

offered to God, in union with her son, the first frnits of that

precious blood. She felt in her iumost heart untold pain,

for, as Saint Lawrence Justinian says, " she suffered more

acutely, as she loved more devotedly."0

It was, however, a sweet consolation for Mary to be able

to begin, from that moment. to call him jEStis,f a name already

uttered by the angel when he announced the great mystery to

the Immaculate Virgin. Holy and awful name ! name fully

comprising the whole character of the divine Redeemer !

Well does Saint Bernard in his fourteenth sermon on the

Canticles exclaim : " When I name Jesus, I recall that

humble man, meek of heart, good, sober, chaste, merciful, in

a word, that man adorned with all A"irtues, and at the same

time, I represent to myself the Almighty God, from whom I

expect all the assistance I need for my salvation."

With what vehement love, with what wonderful affection,

with what veneration and faith, must not Mary have uttered

the name ! That dear and adored name was ever a sweet

 

* JJib. ///. de 1«iudibus Virffinis.

t St. Thomas (3 p. q. 37. art. 2) says, that the name Jesus, which signifies

Saviour, admirably becomes him who was to save the world. He adds, that it was

a new name in the sense that its extension was universal : for the virtue of the

eminent men of the Old Law who bore it, had saved only the Jewish people. Of all

names given to the divine Redeemer, and they are a long list, no one is more express

ive than the name Jesus, siuce, in two syllable!', it expresses his divinity and most

holy humanity. Trnly does St. Paul say : " God hath given him a name,

which is above every name ; that at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, of

those that are in henven, 0n earth, and under the earth " (Phil. ii. 9-10). Let us

adore and repeat this mumi', which, as St. Bernard teaches (Semi in C.rnt.^, re

frains the impetuosity of nuger, dissipates the fumes of pride, heuls the \voimds of

jealonsy, extingnishes the flames of concupiscence, tempers the thirst of avarice ;

a name, in fine, which will save whoever prononnces it. (llein. iv. 13.)
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balm for her in that pain, as in all those which she subse

quently experienced.

It' the Redeemer on that blessed night when he came into

the world, chose by the ministry of angels to reveal himself

to the shepherds, he soon also manifested himself to the

Gentiles by a sign which he set in the heavens. Isaias, eight

hundred years before, had foretold the birth of the divine

Redeemer with such clear words, that Saint Jerome calls

them, not a prophecy, but a Gospel by anticipation. Now

the son of Amos foretold, among other things, that Jerusalem

should be " covered with a multitude of camels, dromedaries

of Madian and Epha : " that " all they from Saba should come,

bringing gold and frankincense, and showing forth praise

to the Lord." * By this language, full of grandeur and

prophetic rapture, the holy seer would show Christ's future

glory, when the nations called to the faith should form but

one fold, one flock, and have but one pastor ; but at the same

time he evidently alludes to the Wise men,f who came from

 

* ISAIAS Ix. 6. See too DAVID, Ps. Ixxi. 10.

t Who were the Wise men and what was their number? This is a question

not easily solved. James of Ansole says, that they were no other than Enoch,

Elias, and Melehisedech, come from the earthly paradise to visit the Redeemer in

his eradle. \Ve will say that they might be called Mayi, because they came from

Media, whose inhabitants were so called from their being addicted to magic; or

because they devoted their time to the study of astronomy, mathematics, and phi

losophy, for the word mttjus is svuonymous with sago or astronomer. For our

part we adopt the opinion of St. Thomas, who teaches (3. p. q. 36. art. 5) that

the birth of Christ was manifested by a star to the Wise men, devoted to the con

templation of heaveuly bodies ; because, says St. John Chrysostom in his sixth

homily on St. Matthew (m rerba Ecee Stella), God wished to call them by the

things which they were accustomed to see. Hence, a great glory redounded to the

Messias, who, scarcely born, received the homage of the greatest and most learned

men, after having received that of the humble shepherds.

Were they kings? Without mentioning the ancient paintings which represent

them erowned with Phrygian mitres, and the prophecy of David inviting kings to

adore the Messias, they are commonly believed snch, on the opinion of the most

^- 1
••S'?•• .-J
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the east to be the first adorers of the Divine Redeemer.

" About that time, as they considered the starry skies, they

beheld in the firmament a brilliant star,* which filled them

illustrious and ancient Fathers, snch as St. John Chrysostom, St. Gregory the

Great, Theophyhiet, and many others. Those who say the contrary, rely on the

silence of the Evangelists, and on Herod's treating the Wise Men as inferior to

him, and their departure from Bethlehem unattended and unnoticed. All these

are brought forward by Hardonin, the ardent defender of every paradox.

Moreover, if the Wise Men were kings, they were not like those of our days,

who in their journeys are followed by an escort; they were lords of a few villages

or castles, and might travel with a slight retinne, like kings even now, when

travelling incoynita, the more especially as the Evangelist ouly mentions their pre

sents : " We have come with gifts."

Anthors agree in regarding them as three, although the number is not men

tioned by St. Matthew. Cardinal Baronius (An. 1 Christi num. 30) saya that it

is a pious tradition of the faithful, based on the three kinds of presents, as St. Leo

the Great attests.

Father Suarez (on the 3d pL of St. Thomas, tom. III.) says that it is the com

mon opinion of the Fathers, and seatiment of the Church, a sentiment supported

by Benedict XIV. (De Fetfii). This common opinion, which was current in the

12th century, and as to which Banmius is perhaps purposely silent, gives them the

names of Melehior, Gospar, and Balthazar. It is an opinion entitled to respect,

inasmnch as the Church honors them by those names. Bede (t» Collect.) thus

deseribes them : "First Melehior, old and pale, with long heard and hair, who of

fered gold to the Lord ; second, Gaspar, young, beardless, ruddy, who offered in

cense, an oblation worthy of a God ; third, Balthazar, a Moor with a long beard ;

he offered myrrh, which signified that the Son of Man was to die. They wore the

Syrian costume." They were also called in Greek, Apheles. Hemerus, and Damasco ;

that is, faithful, humble, and merciful; in Hebrew, Galgalad, Magalad, Serachim ;

messenger, pious, and grace. They were also called Ator, Sator, and Parator ;

imaginary names, used in Magic, were also given them, as Casaubon relates (/•>.

is. contra Buroniam). See Father Famozoni in the dissertation on the first trans

lation to Milan of the bodies of the holy Magi. Among the learned letters of Sar-

nelli, is one in which he discusses what was the rank and profession of the WUe

Men. Menochius also treats the matter at length.

* The learned ask what kind of star was the luminous body which appeared

to the Wise Men ; whether it was a meteor, a comet, or a star expressly ereated.

Saint Ambrose, Saint Augustine, Saiat Leo, with many other Fathers of the

Church, hold for certain that it was a star then ereated. St. Thomas also (3 part.

. 36. art. 1) believes with St. John Chrysostom, that it was not one of the

m
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with great amazement. Yet they remembered the prophecy

of Balaam, from whom they were perhaps descended, a

prophecy according to which, a star was to arise out of

Jacob ; at the sight of that star, pressed by the interior

grace which operated visibly upon them, they suddenly set

out on their journey, after taking presents to offer, according

to the oriental usage.

Their journey is supposed to have lasted thirteen days,0

stars of Heaven : 1 st, because contrary to the usnal conrse of the stars it moved from

sonth to north ; 2d, because it was visible by day as by night ; 3d, becanse it was

sometimes hidden ; 4th, because it sometimes advanced, and sometimes stopped.

They believe it then a star newly created by God, placed not in heaven, but near

the earth, and moved by the divine will. The Fathers generally think that its

mnver was an angel, and some believe with St. Thomas, that it was the same one

sent from Heaven to announce to the shepherds the birth of the Redeemer.

Cornelius a Lapide (Comment. on Matt. ii. T. viii. G5) says that it was visible only

to the Wise Men ; and assigns for a reason, that if it had been seen by others, a great

mnltitude of persons would have followed them, and would have raised Herod and

all Judea against Christ. Cornelius a Lapide add/i, on the anthority of Nicephorns

and Francis Snarez, that the star in the day time approached the Wise Men, and

by night drew off and had less splendor.

• To determine well the time taken by the Wise Men to accomplish the journey,

we must know precisely their starting point ; now the Evangelist merely says that they

came from the East. St. John Chrysostom, Theophylact, Saint Cyril, and Saint

Basil say that they came from Persia, inasmuch as in the langnage of the Per

sians, philosophers are called J/u^i. Saint Peter Chrysologus, Saint Maximns,

Theodore of Ancyra, and others, maintain that they came from Chaldea. Some

fixing the spot precisely, say that they came from Mesopotamia ; some from India,

that is to say from Caleutta ; and others from still more distant parts ; so that ac

cording to these latter, the Magi would have taken two years to reach Bethlehem.

For us on the faith of the most credible writers, we think that they were Arabians,

disciples and perhaps descendants of the prophet Balaam, who had foretold this

star, long expected by them. In thirteen days they conld reach Bethlehem, and

we believe it the more readily, as the queen of Saba had already come from those

part.s to see Solomon. All the conntry, in further Arabia, such as the land of

Madian and Kpha, was called Saba (ST. JEROME. De toels lseb.), and if the Wise

men dwelt there, the prophecy of Isaias was fulfilled to the letter, not only as to the

place whence the illustrious pilgrims were to come, but also to the gifts which they

were to offer. " All they from Saba shall comle bringing gold and frankincense.'"
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inasmuch as one can easily travel from Arabia to Jerusalem

in that time with camels and dromedaries, which usnally travel

as far in one day as good horses in three. And in fact, when

the gospel says, that they came in haste, we must believe

that they took means to make the route as short as possible,

under the gnidance of the beneficent star, which, as the pillar

of the cloud of old gnided the Hebrews in the desert, now led to

Palestine these illustrious persons, blessed first frnits of all the

Gentiles. On arriving in the neighborhood of Jerusalem, they

lost sight of the star, and unable to find it, entered the city.

Introduced at once to Herod, in consequence of their high

rank, they asked not whether the King of the Jews was born,

but where, so great was their faith and so assured were they of

his coming.

At this news, Herod,0 the impious usurper of the throne

of Judea, that vile courtier of the venal favor of the Roman

people, was greatly troubled, and as the sacred text tells, all

Jerusalem was troubled with him. Nevertheless, to be certain

of the fact, who caused his trouble, he assembled all the chief

priests and scribes of the people, asking them, where the

* Herod (which metmsfifry drayon) was son of Antipater, and altogether dif

ferent from the other Herod before whom Our Lord Jesus Christ was sent by

Pilnte, at the time of his bitter passion. He was surnnnm • I the Great, or the

Ascalonite, because he wns born at Asenlon, a city of Idumea. While still young

he obtained of the Romans the goverument of Galilee. After the death of Brntus

and Cassius whose side he had taken, he declared in favor of Anthony, who through

the Roman Senate appointed him king of Judea, where no foreigner had reigned

before him. Thus was verified the celebrated prophecy of Jacob : "The sceptre

shall not depart from Juda."

Anthony having been overeome in the famons battln of Actium, Herod, a man

destitute of faith, immediately lavished such flatteries on Augustus, that the latter

confirmed him on the throne of Judea. Having attained the summit of his

desires, he found shame and misfortuae in his own family. Ho sacrificed to his

crnel suspicion his wile Muriamne, his sons, his relatives, and friends. Seized with

a horrible malady, he died at the age of seventy.

 



LIFE OF THE BLESSED VIRGIN.

 

Messias was to be born. They replied, that according to the

prophecy of Michcas, the king of the Jews was to be born in

Bethlehem of Juda. The Wise Men were in exultation ; the

king feigned to share their joy, to hide the wrath already

kindling in his breast ; and the better to discover the truth,

he called the noble pilgrims apart, and carefully questioned

them as to the time of the star's appearing. Persuaded of

the truth by their answer, he replied : " It is well, I rejoice

at what you tell me ; be you my faithful messengers ; obtain

exact information as to the child, and when, according to your

desire, you have seen and worshipped him, return and tell me

faithfully all that you have seen, in order that, like yon, I

may go and prostrate myself at his feet, with all the pomp

of royal majesty." Thus spoke the perfidious king to these

simple-minded men, who, doubtless supposing in Herod the

faith which animated their own hearts, gave blind credence

to his words. They accordingly promised to return, and, urged

on by their ardent desire to see the Redeemer, took leave of

the monarch in haste.

No sooner had they left Jerusalem, than they beheld the

star again. Filled with a new joy, they faithfully followed

its course, till, in its onward course, it stopped over the spot

which was the limit of their happy journey. If this journey

was of thirteen days' duration, as we have said, it is probable

that the house over which the star stopped is that where the

Saviour was born ; the more, as the Hebrew langnage, in

which St. Matthew wrote his Gospel, calls any inhabited

place a house, be it a cabin or a grotto like that of Bethle

hem, as Father Hyacinth Serry shows,0 and many examples

prove.

St. Jerome in his letter to Eustochium, already cited, says

* SERRV. Erereltat xxxvi. n. G.
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formally, that Jesus Christ was adored by the Magi in the

grotto where he was born. Baronius does not hesitate to give

credit to the affirmation of the Holy Doctor, followed more

over by Saint Augustine, St. Peter Chrysologus, and many

others,0 so much so, that he blames those who maintain the

opposite opinion.

Scarcely had the Wise Men beheld the unusnal splendor

of this grotto, than they entered full of respect ; and although

they found only a babe and its mother, born in poverty and

abjection, yet without any dread of being mistaken, they

humbly approached him. St. Thomas of Villanova believes

that the Blessed Virgin herself, on the arrival of these

strangers, took up the divine babe from the crib in her arms,

and the prostrate Wise Men adored at once the child and the

mother.f Hence St. Bernard, inviting all nations to adore the

King of glory, exclaims, in his sermon on the Epiphany,

" Come, come behold the King of the heavens, crowned by

his Father with the diadem of glory, and by his mother, with

that of humanity." They remained some time absorbed in

sweet contemplation ; and after giving free scope to their

piety, they opened their treasures, and seeing, in the new-born

child, the King of heaven and earth, Him who was to die for

the salvation of the world, they offered him incense, gold and

myrrh ; thus recognizing him as God, as King, and as a man

of sorrows.^

* Ad. Ann. Chruti I.

t Serm. de Kpiph.

J Among the orientals no one visited a king without a present, and we see an

example of it in David's first visit to Saul. The Sacred Text says expressly that

the Wise Men ofi'ered Jesus incense, gold, and myrrh ; there is then no possible

donbt on the point. But theologians seeking reasons why suth presents were of

fered, find two, one natural, the other my»tic or spiritual. The natural reason is,

that the Wise Men chose the mo=t precions things in their kingdom ; in the hook

 

 



LIFE OF

 

Mary wondered at such mysteries, and in God and with

God, enjoyed the sweetuess of the heavenly favors, conceal

ing in her bosom the graces which she then received from

her Lord. The Evangelist does not speak of what was said

by the Wise Men in that holy grotto. As for our part, we

willingly adopt the opinion of the writers, and especially of

Saint Bernard,* who believe that the Blessed Virgin had

of Sentences attributed to St. Bernard, it is said that they offered gold to relieve

the poverty of the child. But how could the Wise Men suppose that they should

find only a poor child in their search for a king? The most common opinion as to

the mystical reason is that given in the text, which is that adopted by the majority

of the Holy Fathers. Suffice it to cite St. Gregory : " The Wise Men," says he,

" offered gold, incense, and myrrh ; the gold be6ts a king ; the incense is offered

to God in saerifice; and in myrrh the dead are embalmed. The Wise Men then

acknowledged as at once King, God, and Man, him whom they adored." (Hom.

I"/, in Evai-y.) This the Church too proclaims, chanting in the Lauds of the

Epiphany :

Regem Dcumquc anuuncEant

Thesaurus ot fragraus otlor

Thuris Saba-i ac myrrhfflus

Pulvis sepulehrum prtedocot.

Offerings of mystic moaning !—

Incense doth the God disclose ;

Gold a royal child proclaimeth ;

Myrrh a fnture tomb foreshows.

Zachary of Chrysopolis gives these presents another mystical explanation. In

gold he beholds wisdom, according to the words of Solomon : " Wisdom is an in

fimte treasure to men" (Wisd. vii. 14); in inceuse he beholds the virtue of prayer :

" Let my prayer be directed as incense in thy sight " (Psalm exl. 2) ; in myrrh the

mortification of the flesh : " My hands dropped with myrrh " (Cant. v. 5).

Did a single one of the Wise Men offer all these gifts, or did each present a

single offering as painters commouly represent them ? As to this' nothing can be

positively said ; there are opinions for each hypothesis. Yet we are inclined to be

lieve with the learned Father Serry (Erercit. xxxiv. 4\ that these presents having

been offered by the Wise Men, as a symbol of their faith in Christ, acknowledged

by them as King, God, and Man, it was necessary for the integrity of their faith,

that each one should offer him the three gifts. It is true, however, that for this

it would suffice that the will of each should concur in the offering of the others.

* Serm. III. in Epiph. Domini, cap. iii.
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long converse with these real sages, on the august mystery of

the Incarnation, on the Incarnate Word, on the graces and

admirable benefits of God, on the beauty and nobleness of

virtue, and, finally, on the means of attaining true perfection.

The Evangelist St. Matthew, says St. Bernardino, does not

speak of all these things, because he wishes to leave the de

vout and contemplative to imagine for themselves, what were

the sublime words which passed between these sages and the

august mother, invoked by the Church as Queen of Apostles.

It is useless to object, that the Wise Men did not understand

the language spoken by the Blessed Virgin ; for they either

knew the Hebrew tongue, as many interpreters aver, and then

they understood Mary ; if not, they could use interpreters ;

or else, there happened to Mary, what we read of the Apostles,

whose words were miraculously understood by every kind of

hearers.

These princes, after having accomplished their design,

prepared to return to Herod, to give him an account of all ;

but warned in sleep (many say by an angel), they returned

to their country by another road, relating the wonderful things

which they had seen,* and becoming the ardent messengers

of the birth of a G-od who had manifested himself to them

with such solemnity. The Church, to recall the remembrance

* ST. JOHN CHRYSOSTOM (Hom. VII. in Malt. n. 1.) snys that Providence saved

the Wise Men from Herod's fury, in order tlmr, returning home, they might be

the heralds of what they had seen. The author of the imperfect work on Matthew,

adds that they lived honoring and adoring God, instrncting the people, and that

nfter our Redeemer's resurrection they were baptized in those parts by St. Thomas,

whose companions they became. Some believe that they suffered martyrdom at

Sessenias, a city of Arabia Felix, in the year 70. Father Crumbach, in his His

tory of the Three Kings, maintains that they died bishops nud martyrs in their re

spective cities. Finally Henschenius and Papehroke, Continuators of I'.ollandas,

cull Crnmbach's reasons ill-founded, as each one may see in the Bollundists.
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of this manifestation, celebrates on the sixth of Jannary,

the noble feast, called in Greek, Epiphania or Theophania.0

s The Chureh celebrates this feast on the sixth of the month of Jannary,

uniting it to the two feasts of the baptism of Christ, and the wedding at Cana in

Galilee ; and hence it is called Epiphania, that is, apparition, a manifestation.

Saint Bernard (Scrm. I. Epiph. DOM.) speaking of these three manifestations of

Christ, says that in the first he showed himself trnly man, lying in his mother's

arms ; in the second trnly God, by the testimony which the Father then bore him ;

in the third, he confirmed, by changing water into wine, the power which, as God,

he had over all nature. Orosius relates (Lib. VI.) that the three triumphs of

Augnstus were celebrated on the 6th of Jannary at Rome, and Florentini adds

(Exerat. If!., in the History of the H'ine Men inserted in his Martyroloyy) that per

haps the Chureh, to contrast the real triumphs of Christ with the vain triumphs of

the Gentiles, wished on that day to celebrate these three manifestations. (See

BENEDICT XIV. de Feelis.) The Greeks call this feast Theophania ; in English it is

called Twelfthday, bnt on the continent The day of the Kinys.

Writing from Rome, we cannot pass in silence the feast celebrated in a parti

cular manner at the Chureh of the Propaganda in honor of the Wise Men. The

divine sacrifice is offered according to all the Catholic rites, and in the evening, in

the Roman College which adjoins, a public celebration takes place, in which poems

in all langnages, especially in the oriental tongnes, are read. The octave, the

feast of the pions society of the Catholic Apostolate, has been for many years

solemnized in the vast chureh of San Andrea della Valle. The holy sacrifice of

the Mass is offered in several langnages; sermons are delivered at different hours

of the day in various tongnes, to commemorate the vocation of the Gentiles, and

invite all nations of the earth to praise and adore God in sweet and holy brother

hood. •
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ISfl CHAPTER VII.

PURIFICATION OF THE BLESSED VIRGIN HER GRIEF AT

SIMEON'S PROPHECY.

F there ever was in the world a woman not bound

by the Mosaic law of purification, it is certainly the

immaculate Mary ; a dear and sacred name, in

which are combined all virtues in the highest conceivable

degree. In the law given to the Israelites, it is said : " And

when the days of her purification are expired, for a son or for

a daughter, she shall bring to the door of the tabernacle of the

testimony, a lamb of a year old for a holocaust, and a young

pigeon or a turtle for sin ; and shall deliver them to the

priest, who shall offer them before the Lord, and shall pray

for her, and so she shall be cleansed. If she is not able

to offer a lamb, she shall take two turtles or two young

pigeons, one for a holocanst, and another for sin." 0

* Leviticus xii. 6-8. The woman after her delivery remained unclean seven

days, during which she commnnicated her uncleanness to every thing that she
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The holy Fathers and theologians give two reasons for

this rite. First, that given by the Levitical law itself, that is,

sin. This law reminded woman of the penalty inflicted on

Eve for her sin. " In sorrow shalt thou bring forth," a

penalty which for forty days kept all mothers in a state of

humiliation and penance, far from the temple, into which they

were introduced only after they had presented two legal

offerings, one in token of gratitude, the other for sin. The

second motive is that given in Exodus, where it is ordained

that all the first-born of men and beasts should be consecrated

to God, either in memory of the departure from Egypt,

which was accompanied with the death of all the first-born,

or to recall God's sovereign dominion over all creatures. To

these reasons of the sacred text theologiaus add, that mothers

bring forth children conceived in sin,0 and lose, on becoming

frnitful, that perfect maidenhood which is the fairest orna

ment of their sex.

Now our august Mother was not bound to this ceremony,

on any of these grounds. The Blessed Virgin had conceived

of the Holy Ghost, and not only had lost nothing of her per

fectly intact purity, but, as St. Augustine says, this very con

ception had consecrated the perfect integrity of her heart.

Besides she had brought forth in the wonderful manner which

tonched ; hence she was separated from all, even her husband. After that time she

conM live with others and take care of her honse, but could not participate in holv

things till the fortieth day. If instead of a son she brought forth a daughter, the

days of her nncleanliness were donbled, and she had to wait seventy days before

partaking of what was holy.

"I was conceived in iniqnity, r.nd in sins did my mother conceive me." (Ps. 1.

7.) These words of David have been understood of original sin, designated in the

H ly Scriptures under various names, not only by all the interpreters and by the

Chureh, but also by the Jews themselves. Althongh original sin is one, it is

spoken of in the plural, because, althongh original is one in itself, yet it is the

principle and poisoned sonree of all other sius, which are, so to say, virtnally

enclosed in it.
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we have stated. On the other hand, sin could in no way exist

in him who was, by essence, sanctity itself. Therefore neither

the Mother nor the Son was subject to this ceremony ; and

again, who but knows that the law, which was a figure of

Christ, or co-ordinate to Christ, must expire with the coming

of the Prefigured, for whom it had been established.

But although the Blessed Virgin knew by faith that she

was Mother of God,—although she knew the sublime degree

of perfection to which she had been raised by conceiving of the

Holy Ghost,—although she saw clearly that this law was not

made for her ; yet, as she had not brought forth secretly, she

chose to submit, like other women, to the law of purification,

either not to excite the astonishment of those who might

learn that she had not fulfilled the law, or on acconnt of her

profound humility, which may be in some respects compared

to the sun. In fact, as the sun by the splendor of its rays

prevents our seeing the brilliancy of the other luminaries, so

Mary's humility hid from the eyes of mortals all her other

virtues. Thus he, who is truly humble, shows only his

abjection.

Moreover, according to the Fathers and doctors, three

principal reasons induced the Blessed Virgin to come to the

temple on the appointed day. They were, her ardent desire

to thank God for the unspeakable benefit of a privileged fruit-

fulness, so different from that of all other mothers ; her

burning desire that her only son should be glorified in the

solemn manner which she foresaw ; and finally, her no less

ardent desire to labor in the work of Redemption, by offering

and redeeming the Emmanuel.

Hence, as soon as the time arrived,0 the Blessed Virgin,

* St. Bernard suys that the Blessed Virgin submitted to the Purification by

the Bume law which made Our Lord Jesus Christ submit to the Cireumeision.
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accompanied by her chaste spouse, carried her divine Son to

the temple, thus making, according to some, a journey of

about four miles. While the blessed pair were approaching

the sacred spot which the Incarnate Word was to fill with

his presence, and which was to become, as we have said, even

more glorious than Solomon's temple, there also entered into

the temple the venerable Simeon, a just, God-fearing man,

who lived awaiting the consolation of Israel. The Holy

Ghost was in him, and it had been revealed to him that he

should not die without seeing Christ the Lord.

The Fathers and Commentators ask whether Simeon *

(Ssrmon dr purif.) \Ve know that Ilnrdouin and Berrnyer pretend that Christ was

presented in the temple at the a^e of three, but this strange opinion is refuted by

the learned, as may be seen in TROMuEi.Li. (Marice Sanrtissima vita. III. part 1.

dia»rt. XXII.)

* Simecu (who has been heard) is represented by painters as a priest, but their

anthority ia valueless ; Horace's line is well known :

.... Pletoribus atqae poctls

Quldlibct audcudi evmper fult a-qua potestas.

The opposite opinion is maintained by Photius (in Queem, ad Amphilochiim\ Theo-

phyluct (in Lucam), Enthymius (Comment in Evany.\ Tillemont, Serry, and

others ; they say that the blessing given by Simeon to Christ, was not a priestly

benediction, but a manifestation of his desire, by foretelling happiness to him, as

Elizabeth blessed the Virgin : they add that he might take the child in his arms,

without being a priest, the more so as it seems, according to the saered text, that

they met in the porch of the temple, before Jesus was presented to the priest.

Others think that Simeon was a priest of the Most High, after the manner of

Mclehisedech. (See CALMET m Job. xlii. 8.)

The learned discuss the point whether this Simeon is the celebrated son of

Hillel, called the Babylonian, father of Gamaliel, and prince of the Sanhedrim.

The best interpreters dei.y it; 1st, because the Evangelists always mention the

dignity of the persons who bore testimony to Christ ; 2d, because Simeon, son of

Hillel, could not have then been an old man, as wus he of whom St. Luke speaks;

3d, because if this Simeon had been Gamaliel's father, he would have transmitted

his piety to his son, and the Litter would not have regarded Christ as a sedncer ;

4th, because the preaching of so illustrious a man could not have remained hidden,
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was a priest, seeing that St. Luke speaks only of the great

holiness of this just man, and his heavenly revelations.

Lipomanus remarks, as we shall see,* that Simeon per

formed several acts which belong to the sacerdotal ministry ;

that he took, offered, and blessed the divine Infant. Hebrew

tradition makes him a priest ; and in this is confirmed by

several holy Fathers, among others, Saint Cyril of Jerusalem

and Saint Epiphanius. The latter says expressly that he

was of the tribe of Aaron.

The Virgin then threads the streets of Jerusalem, bearing

her dear child in her arms. Oh ! how she must have blushed

to see herself thus confounded in the e/es of the world with

the crowd of Jewish mothers ! Scarce had she courage to

raise her eyes to heaven, and lowering them on the divine

Babe whom she held in her arms, she exclaimed ! " Thou

beholdest, O my God, how painful it is to me to appear in

the eyes of the world to have violated that holy virginity, for

which, as thou knowest, I would have refused the sublime

ai.d would have reached the ears of Herod, who would have punished in some way

a man thus become an object of suspicion. It is the pious opinion of Timothy,

priest of Jerusalem, that Simeon beheld the Messias and his blessed Mother en

vironed with a splendid halo (t'erm. de proph. Simeoni*). Some have pretended

that this holy old man was blind, and then miraculously recovered his sight. But

this opinion is refuted by saying ; 1st, Had he been blind, ho would have needed a

guide to reach the temple, while he was condncted l\y the Holy Ghost. Moreover,

we know by Leviticus, that it was forbidden by the blind to exercise the priest

hood.

The holy old man did not die on uttering the Canticle, as some pretend, but ho

did not live to survive the blessed fulfilment of the desire of his heart. Some, on

the authority of the apoeryphal gospel of Nicodemus, believe that Simeon had two

sons who rose with Christ, and attested his resurrection to the Jews. This fancy

is entirely rejected by the more learned theologians. The body of this saint is

preserved at Venice (Cornari. Eccl. Yenet. Antiq. Afonum. Dec. IX. el A'.), and

many churches have been raised in his honor.

* fray. 42.
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honor of becoming thy mother. But I am thy handmaid,

and have no will but thine."

At the sight of this humble woman and her little Child,

the aged Simeon, whom an interior voice had just before led

into the temple, heard that same voice say to his heart, that

that Child was the Desired of the nations, the mighty king,

whom Israel awaited as a liberator, unless we prefer to believe,

as others relate, that he recognized the Blessed Virgin and

the divine Child, by a splendid halo which encircled their

heads. Be that as it may, the old man felt new strength, and

sighing, asked the mother the favor of taking the little Child

a moment in his arms in order to contemplate him.

Mary willingly granted the fervent prayer ; and scarcely

had the old man pressed the divine Redeemer to his bosom,

and blessed him, when, with streaming eyes, he exclaimed :

My fondest wish is granted : for this did I ask to live : " now

dost thou dismiss thy servant, O Lord, according to thy word

in peace, because my eyes have seen thy salvation, which

thou hast prepared before the face of all people ; a light to

the revelation of the Gentiles, and the glory of thy people

Israel."

At these prophetic and mysterious words of the aged saint,

who discovered in that Child the divine" and human nature

united, and consequently beheld the infinite charity of a God

come to ransom sinners, the father and mother were filled

with wonder. Simeon's flattering words inspired no vain

pride, but they admired the fulfilment of the designs of the

divine mercy. Moreover, Mary received in this prophecy a

deep wound in her own heart. The aged Saint soon contin

ued the prophecy, of which he had only uttered the joyous

and consoling portion.

Thus is a young lamb adorned and crowned with garlands

to be led to the slaughter. Scarcely bad Simeon, after bless-
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ing the child, restored it to its mother's arms, when he cried :

" 0 mother ! behold thy child, sent for the fall and for the

resurrection of many in Israel, and for a sign, which shall be

contradicted ; and thy own soul a sword shall pierce, that out

of many hearts thoughts may be revealed."

It is easier to imagine than duly express the deep wound

which this prophecy made in Mary's tender loving heart.

She was troubled, and seized with bitter sorrow, when she

thought of the cruel pain that her dear Son was one day to

suffer, and which she should herself experience. Hence, as

she revealed to Saint Matilda, these words of Simeon changed

to bitterness the secret joy she first experienced : not that the

Blessed Virgin did not know already, before the prophecy of

the venerable seer, all the predictions relative to the life of her

divine Son, but because they were then exposed to her in a

more special manner, and it was told her, as it were in com

pendium, how barbarously men would treat Jesus, and how

they would estimate his blood and doctrine. If David, even

amid the splendors of royalty, was seized with lively grief,

when he heard from the lips of the prophet Nathan, that his

son by the unfaithful Bersabee should die, what must have

been the grief of the Blessed Virgin ! Never did Simeon's

prophecy leave her mind ; as she herself told Saint Bridget,

this cruel remembrance returned to her mind as often as she

fixed her eyes on her innocent Son.0 Whether she pressed

him to her lips, or swathed his infant limbs, or fed him with

her virginal milk, or bore him in her arms, she ever beheld

him pierced and agonizing on the cross. A martyrdom which

Richard of St Victor justly calls greater than any martyr

dom—a martyrdom to which, according to St Ambrose, ehe

would have succumbed, if she had not been comforted by the

* Book VI. ch. Mi.
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Holy Ghost ; a martyrdom in fine, which Saint Bernard calls

more cruel than death ! Yet the august Virgin resigned

herself to God's will. Ah ! if we admire, in the Old Law,

Abraham, who was about to immolate his son, without any

weakness, how much more must we admire the good and ten

der mother, who submits to the most difficult of all trials, and

offers the Almighty the sacrifice of her only Son, a sacrifice,

of which Abraham's had only been a shadow and figure.

But not from the lips of the aged Simeon alone did the

Blessed Virgin hear the mysteries of her divine Son revealed.

At that hour, there was in the temple a widow—Anne,

daughter of Phanuel,* of the tribe of Aser. Already advan

ced in age, she had lived seven years with her husband, who

had married her a virgin, that is, at about the age of twelve.

She remained a widow to the age of four score and four,

departing not from the temple, serving God, night and day,

by fastings and prayers. This woman, illumined by light from

on high, recognized the Messias in this little child, and began

* St. Luke shows clearly who this holy woman was. Some have supposed the

eighty-four years mentioned by the Evangelists were the years of her widowhood,

and that thus she would be about a hundred years old, which is improbable. St.

Augnstine (de Bon. VidmMt. evii.) on Anne's long widowhood makes the beautiful

reflection, that she had refused to marry again, because she knew that the time

had come when women, no longer hoping to hear the Christ, were to serve him

with the desire of continence.

Although she was continually in the temple, we cannot doubt but that she was

led thither at that moment by a special impulse of the Holy Ghost. It seems,

moreover, that she spoke of the Redeemer not only to Mary and Joseph, but also

to all who were in the temple, and often to others ; the opinion then being, as we

have said, generally spread, that the fuluess of time had come.

It is equally probable, that Anne lived some little time after the joy which she

experienced at the Messias' birth, and that, after thanking God for so great a

mercy, she died in peace. See Muratori (Diuert. de Sanctorum martynan natalibia.

t. I. Anecdotanan.) See also the Greek Menology, drawn up by order of the

Emperor Basil.
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to speak of him to all those that looked for the redemption of

Israel. The Evangelist does not relate what she said, but it

is probable that she spoke in terms similar to Simeon's, and

that like him, consoled by a special grace, she soon after ex

pired. Thus, as Saint Ambrose says,0 persons of every age,

sex and condition, bore testimony to the Messias. Simeon

prophesied ; a virgin and a spouse had prophesied ; a widow

was also to prophesy, and that widow was Anne, who, by the

sanctity of her life, by her alienation from earthly things, by

continnal prayer, and by all the other works of piety, had been

prepared to receive the divine light, and judged worthy to

announce to others the desired Redeemer of men.

The Evangelist does not say, whether Simeon and Anne

joined in accomplishing the ceremony ; some authors think so,

and not without good reason.f For our part, we merely say,

that arriving at the foot of the altar of the holocausts,J Mary

* Lib. II. ia Lnc.

t Did Simeon and Anne address the Blessed Virgin before or after the accom

plishment of the rite ? The question is mooted. Yet, according to the words of

the Evangelist, it seems more probable that they met before the ceremony, and

that thus these holy sponses joined with those who ha;l come to the temple for the

same purpose. This too explains how such great prophecies remained known in

the temple only, and were not spread among the people, as most believe.

J Although in Book I. ch. x., we spoke briefly of the temple and its form, we

believe that we shall please our readers by adding what follows, to elucidate the

ceremony fulfilled by the Blessed Virgin. The chief and most sacred part of tho

temple was sitnated towards the western part, and was called the HOLY OF HOLIES,

where the high priest alone entered but once a year on the feast of the Expiation.

Opposite the HOLY OF HOLIES, was another part of the temple, in which stood

the altar of incease, and into which the priests entered to burn the uromatics ;

next came the court, called the poreh of the priests, because they aloue could enter

it. There stood the altar of the holocausts, on which the divine child was placed

by the priests.

After this court came another and larger one, separated from it by B wall

three feet high ; this all the Jews entered, and from it they conld see all the sacri

fices ofiered in the other. At the end of the temple was the last court, where tho
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and Joseph took Jesus respectfully in their hands, and to

obey the law of Moses, laid him on the altar, and offered him

to the Eternal, accompanying the oblation with a pair of tur

tle doves or pigeons.* After fulfilling the first law, they

ransomed their son for five sicles, which were placed in the

hands of the priest, as laid down in Exodus ; and then the

Queen of Angels did like other women,f who came to the

temple to be cleansed.J

Gentiles could enter and adore the God of the Jews. Here too was a marble table

engmved with the law threatening denth to whoso ventured to pass its precincts.

* St. Bernard (Serm. lix. in Cant.) gives the following reasons to prove that the

Blessed Virgin off red but the doves : " for the dove, says he, is the symbol not

only of plaintive mourning, bnt ulso of chastity, and was consequently the gift to

be offered for a virginal childbirth." It is said that the Iamb was not offered,

either because it was a figure of the Divine Lamb, who was then in reality offered,

or because the holy spouses wishing to attest to the world the poverty in which

Jesus Christ chose to be born, offered ouly the victim usual to the poor.

t We regard as apoeryphal the accouat of Origen (J/artA. Comm.\ and of St.

Gregory of Nyxsa (in Christ. Natie.), that the Blessed Virgin alter accomplishing the

rite of Purification, took her place among the virgins, «nd not among the married

women, to manifest her virginity ; and that Zachary wishing to defend her, was

killed by the people between the temple and the altar, as a violator of the law.

In fact, this distinction of place in the temple for married women and virgins, is

not sufficiently proved ; and St. Jerome, a grave and exact writer, regards the

story as fabulous, as do the more learned writers of our times.

We here remark, incidentally, that the Holy Church, without reviving legal

nneleanness after childbirth, institnted a blessing which Christian mothers receive

when they come to thank God for their happy delivery.

J The Church celebrates the feast of the Purification of the Blessed Virgin on

the second of February. The Greeks call it Hypante or Ifypnpante, that is, the

Jftrtiny, to recall the meeting of Simeon with Mury and Joseph, when they brought

Jesus to the temple. It is called the Purification of the Blessed Virgin, although

the festival commemorates also the oblation of the Son. To solemuize the day,

there is a procession with lighted candles, whence the English name Candlemas.

Yvo of Chartres, a writer of the eleventh century (Serm. de Purtfaat Sonrt.

Jfarue) says, that as Simeon received into his arms the infirmity, that is the hu

manity, but knew the interior majesty which illumined the darkness of our infidelity,

sO on that day, every one of the faithful bears in his hands a lighted candle ; for

the wax betokens our frailty, and light, the illumination of our minds. He adds,
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After the ceremony, the holy spouses secretly left Jerusa

lem, which, according to many sacred writers, did not know

that the Divine Messias had come, hecause the moment

mentioned in the eternal decrees for the manifestation of the

Christ, had not arrived. Thus meditating and treasuring up

in their hearts what they had heard, they returned together

to Galilee, to their city Nazareth, bearing their divine Babe.

moreover, that wax made by bees, is tbe symbol of that divine frnit, which im-

pnired the mother's integrity, neither in conception, nor in birth.

Those to whom Christian ceremonies consecrated to the trne God are reminis

cences of pagan rites, believe that the ancient Romans carried tapers in procession

in honor of a goddess who was purified on that day. Others say, that each one

bore a toreh throngh the city in honor of Ceres, in imitation of that goddess seek

ing her daughter Proserpine all night long by torehlight, in Mount Etua. Baro-

nius believes (See Martyroloffy) that Gelasius I., Sovereign Pontiff towards the

close of the 8th century, abolished the infamous games of the Luperealia, which

the pagans celebrated in the month of Febrnary, and that he instituted the feast

of the Purification. This feast passed from the West to the East, to appease the

divine wrath, when in the time of the Emperor Justinian, a great epidemic was

depeopling Constantinople. The Pontiff Sergnis, in the seventh century, reqnires

the procession to be made with lighted candles. We prefer the opinion of Bene

dict XIV. (De Festis], who believes that this feast, much more ancient, replaced

the Ambarvalia, a sacrifice which the Romans offered in this month to the infernal

gods, in memory of the conquest of the world. They went around the city with,

torehes in their hands, after paying the tux or census exacted every five years.

 

 





 

 

Going', therefore teach ye a'.l nations
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CHAPTER VIII.

MASSACRE OF THE INNOCENTS, AND FLIGHT OF THE HOLY

FAMILY TO F.GYPT.

[/HAT cannot ambition effect in the human hear- !

To what crimes does it not at times impel ! Why

need we ask history for other examples, when we

have a striking example in that Herod, who, as wo

shall see, stifled in his heart every sentiment of

nature, to maintain himself on the throne, and protect his

power ? We have seen his terror at the unexpected tidings

that the Wise Men brought him, and seen how that crafty

hypocrite employed every means to deceive these sages, come

fr :m afar to adore a God whom they knew not, and who was

withal so near them.

The jealous monarch, having waited in vain several days,

and even weeks, began to suspect the faith of these illustrious

strangers, and after long meditating what course to pursue, he

adopted the most savage ; he resolved to put to death all

 

16
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children0 born in Bethlehem and its neighborhood. The

impious order was published, as the Evangelist remarks, in

order to fulfil what had been foret< 1 1 by the prophet of La

ment, when he cried : " A voice was heard on high,f of

lamentation, of mourning, and weeping ; of Rachel weeping

for her children, and refusing to be comforted for them,

because they are not." The brutal monarch to protect him

self, and envelop in the common rnin the divine Child, fixed

by Ins fancy the ago of his victims ; and resolved to cut off, not

only all little babes of the age of Jesus, but also all children

of two years and under ; for, according to the most esteemed

interpreters, he had not, asked the wise men, when they had

begun to see the star, or whether they set ont immediately on

seeing it. The sangninary order was executed by the most

* Some have imagined that Herod delayed for a long time the promnlgation

of the edict for the massacre of the Innocents ; they assign as a reason that that

princo, having received no answer from the Wise Men, wished to make further in

qniry, but that important affairs of his kingdom at first prevented him ; that nfter

that he had to go to Rome to defend his conduct before Augustus. We believe,

on the authority of the best historians, that he published the edict a few months

after the Redeemer's birth: 1st, because it is not probable that a suspicious prince

wonld have waited two years, when, as we have shown in Chap. VI., the arrival of

t!,c Wise Men took place a few days after the birth of Jesus ; 2d, because in t'ao

last years of his life, as Flavius Josephus relates, Herod did not leave his king

dom, and when he had to consult Augustus, sent ambassadors ; 3d, because, ac

cording to Calmet, who relics on solid documents, Herod died a few months or

d ivs after the massacre of the Innocents ; now it is certain that he did not wituess

the I'asch of that year. He ordered all the children of two years and under to

be put to death for the reasons we have given.

t St. Matthew ii. 8, does not cite the exact words of Jeremias xxxi. 15, which

are, '• A voice of lamentation was heard on high ;" but snys, " A voice was heard

in llama." The sense is the same, Rama meaning height. This little town was in

the tribe of Benjamin, on the borders of Judea. Rachel, well beloved m .ther of

her children, having been buried at Bethlehem, was appositely introduced by t!ie

prophet weeping over the premature death of these innocent victims of Hero-i's

fury.
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barbarous men, and the blood of a countless crowd of little

innocents, torn from their loving and heart-broken mothers,

deluged the streets of Bethlehem and the country round about.

Such was the multitude of victims,' that the cries of

anguish were heard to the mountain tops, as St. Jerome tells

us. We credit neither those who would attenuate 'the num

ber of these " blossoms of the martyrs,''f as the Church calls

 

* Serry and Ansaldi believe that the number of victims was li~ited; they

rely on the small population of the little town of Bethlehem, on the ancient eccle

siastical books, which do not spenk of the number of these martyrs, and on the

si enop of the historian Joseplms. Some fix it at one, others at two thousand.

Burtholomew of Trent, in his Life of the Holy Innocents, and the Blessed James

de Voragine, without determining the number say that it was very large ; for they

think that the massaere included children from two years to one night old, or, ac

cording to St. John Chrysostom, from two to five years. Salmeron in his com

mentary, relying on the Greek menologics, and calendars, computes them at

fourteen thousand, the number stated in the mass of the Ethiopic rite. In the

saered congregation for the correction of oriental books, on the 14th of April,

1733. the question was raised whetlier this number should bo left or not, and it

was determined to make no alteration. This opinion is moreover received by

Assemaui, {Tom. V. A'oi Erd. L'nio.) by Graveson (De Myst. et Ann. Christi dissert.

VIII. I and by others. Some, with Natalis, (Catal. Sana.) carry it as high as one

hundred and forty-four thousand, according to the response of the first nocturn in

the office of the festival, in which we read : " One hundred and forty four thou

sand who were purchased from the earth : these are they who were not defiled

with women, &c." (Apoc. xiv. 3-4). Others, taking the word Rama literally, be

lieve that the massaere took place in the tribe of Benjamin, or at least in the city

of Rama.

t Holy Church regards these little children as martyrs, because they had the

glory of dying for Christ. " Yes," eries St. Peter Chrysologas, " they are truly

martvrs of grace, they confess by silence, they combat unconsciously, and uncon

sciously triumph and are erowned." Pmdentius chauts poetically :

" Lovely flower of martyrs, hail !

Smitten by the tyrant foe

On life's threshold—as the galo

Strews the roses ere they blow.

First to dio for Christ, sweet lambs I

At the very nltar ye,

"With your fatal erowns and paims,

Sport in yonr simplicity."
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them, with Prudentius, nor those who raise the number io

one hundred and fifty thousand.

We adopt the opinion of those who estimate the number

of the Holy Innocents at about fourteen thousand. We also

believe, that it is not sufficiently proved, that among the

children thus put to death, was Herod's own son,0 and that

St. John the Baptist was on the point of perishing in this

great massacre ; because the law was only made for Bethle

hem and the country around, and that thus the massacre did

not extend to the mountains of Judca, where Zachary's son

was born.

When Pharaoh ordered the children to be drowned in the

Nile, God saved him whom the king of Egypt sought, that

is Moses ; so from tlrj horrible carnage ordered by Herod,

If we nre asked why they are crowned, we shall answer with St. Bernard : " Ask

Herod why he killed them ; and as the wickedness of that impious ki ig killed

thom instead of Christ, the infinite goodness of the Redeemer would grant them a

well deserved crown, for they died in his stead." Justly then, and conformably to

the divine will, have the Holy Fathers wished the Chureh to honor perpetnally the

memory of the Holy Innocents. The Latin Chureh commemorates them as real

martyrs on the 28th, and the Greek Chureh on the 29th of December. Abont

the close of the fourth century, the Emperor Justinian the yonnger, it is said,

raised at Coustantinople, in honor of these ma tyrs, a chureh where their relics are

veu>Tnted. The Basilica of Ostia now possesses some.

Mncrobius relates that the Emperor Augustus having heard, that amon>j the

children pnt to death by Herod, was a son of that crnel prince, said : " It is better

to he Herod's hog than his son," alluding to the Mosaic law which forbids the Jewa

to cat pork. It is this aneedote, which, in the thirteenth century, gave rise to the

opinion that Herod's son had perished among the innocent victims ; and the poets

have repeated it, doubtless to inspire greater horror for the barbarity of that

prince. >Ve will remark that the testimony of Macrobius, which is a confirmation

of the massacre of the Innocents, ordered by Herod, must be nnderst.,od in this

passage, according to the Blessed James do Voragine, whom Baronius follows, in

the sense that the king put to death not one of his children still in the cradle, but

that he put to death in prison his son Antipater, who had attempted to dethrone

him, a fact which took place abont the same time as the massacre at Bethlehem.
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was He saved, whom the impious prince sought to destroy :

for the time had not come, when for our salvation the Son of

man was to die ; and as long as the hour marked by the Al

mighty had n >t struck, all human power was vain. Herod

doubtless supposed that he confirmed his throne by this

slaughter, while, in fact, the horrible crime abridged his

wretehed life, so that a few months after he died in the most

horrible convulsions, devoured by worms.

The Blessed Virgin having accomplished the ceremony in

the temple, and satisfied the law, as we have said, nothing

now detained the holy spouses at Jerusalem. The Evange

lists St. Matthew and St. Luke do not relate, in the same way,

the history of the childhood of Jesus ; which has given rise

to various opinions among interpreters. St. Augustine,0 fol

lowed by Bede and others, thinks that the Blessed Virgin

was warned in Jerusalem itself to fly into Egypt.

Others bolieve with St. Bonaventure,f that the holy

spouses returned to Nazareth ; that profiting by that occa

sion, they visited St. Elizabeth, to give St. John the joy of

contemplating the Messias ; and that before arriving in their

city, they were warned by the angel to fly into Egypt. St.

Anselm, Avila, St. John Chrysostom,J with others, believe

that they went directly from Jerusalem to Nazareth. We

willingly adopt this latter opinion, because it is supported by

the gravest writers ; and because St. Luke, though silent as

to Herod's decree, says clearly that when they had fulfilled all

according to the law of the Lord, they returned to Galilee to

their city, Nazareth. §

While dwelling then in that obscure town, they probably

learned Herod's bloody edict; but • conscious how dear to

* Concord. Eranyel.

J Theaph. MATT. ii.—Hom. ix. in Mntt.

t Life of Christ, p. 63.

§ Luke ii. 39.
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heaven was the divine pledge which they lovingly guarded,

and assured that God would make known his will, they did

not lose courage, but lived full of a perfect confidence in his

infinite providence. This confidence was not misplaced, for

the angel of the Lord, Gabriel (as many Fathers believe),

appeared in a dream to Joseph, bid him take the child with

its mother, fly into Egypt to escape from Herod's persecu

tion, and remain there till ordered to return. On awaking,

Joseph related this providential dream to Mary, and both,

obedient to the will of God, set out that same night, as most

Fathers and doctors believe.

We may inquire, perhaps, why God chose flight, the

least noble means, to withdraw his Son from Herod's fury, and

why he sent him to Egypt, when Herod's decree condemned

to death only the children of Bethlehem and the country

around it. Doubtless the Almighty had numberless means

of baffling, as he did baffle, the impious and mad persecution

of the Idumean monarch ; but Christ, come into the world to

repress human pride, taught us here to overcome its swellings

by opposing to it as he did in all his actions, unequalled

patience and humility.

And again,he took flight, to teach us by his example, that

in time of persecution it is better to fly than fall.*

He went to Egypt, and not to some other country,

because, as St. Matthew tells us, the prophecy was to be ful

filled which the Almighty had uttered by the lips of the

prophet Osee : " Out of Egypt I have called my Son ;"f

because Egypt was near Judea, and not subject to Herod ;

because, as the Abbot Rupert remarks,^ this son, who was to

become like his brethren, except in sin, would fly to and dwell

in that Egypt where for more than two centuries, had dwelt

ST. PETEE CHIRYSOLOGUS, Sermon cliii. t OSEE xi. 1. In Matlh.
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with all their people Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, whose de

scendant he was according to the flesh. To these motives we

add, with St. Leo the great,0 that of the glory which was to

redound to God. Egypt, as all know, was the cradle of idola

try and superstition. Our Redeemer by his presence bore to

it a grace, secret indeed, but still most potent, to destroy an

infamous" worship, and one day people those deserts with

countless hermits and monks, who would there adore and

serve the true God in spirit and truth. This makes St.

John Chrysostom f say that the firmament, when it is adorned

with the most brilliant stars, seems less beautiful, and less

resplendent than Egypt did in the eyes of angels when

peopled with its armies of solitaries who, by the sanctity of

their lives, resembled not men, but the very angels.

The Evangelist does not tell us how the holy family made

this journey, nor the precise spot in Egypt where they

stopped. Yet we shall endeavor to say something about i!\

As to the method of the journey, there can be no doubt, they

did it in the poorest manner. They had neither servants nor

proud steeds. Joseph went on foot, a knotty staff in his

hand ; the Blessed Virgin, with the divine Child in her arms,

being seated on an ass.

Could the poorest have less ? And yet what greater,

holier, nobler pair ever travelled on this earth ? The angels

watehed over them : to atone for the neglect of men, these

heavenly spirits showed themselves to the blessed travellers,

and assisted them in their wants. Even insensible things

felt their presence, and, as best they could, gave signs of joy

at the passage of these sublime visitors. Here statues of the

false gods fell to earth, there oracles were struck dumb, and

temples trembled to their base. The wild beasts were tamed,

* >S«n». //. de t Hom. VII. in Maah.

 



248 LIFE OF THE BLESSED VIRGIN.

 

4-. *•.::

 

and all creatures served their Creator on that journey, as it

was revealed to St. Bridget.

As to the place where these august fugitives finally

rested, some pretend that they went to Cairo ; others to

Hermopolis, where, according to Sozomen,0 a large tree to

cover them with its shade bowed to earth its haughty

branches."]- Others say that they reached Alexandria, a very

large city, where, in consequence of the number of the Jews,

a very flourishing synagogue existed, and where Joseph could

more easily find employment. Others again think that

striking further into Egypt they proceeded to Heliopolis, the

more so as the Jews had near that city a temple bnilt by the

priest Ozias with the permission of the King of Egypt.^

Among these opinions each may choose as he will ; all

seem probable. As to the duration of the exile of the holy

family, we shall say that on this point too writers differ.

The illustrious father of ecclesiastical history thinks that our

Divine Redeemer spent no less than nine years in Egypt.

Ammonius says that he remained only seven, others say five

• Lib. V. ftist. Eeel.

t Sozomen (Hul. Erel. fib. I. ch. A'.V.l and Buronins write, that near the walls of

Hermopolis, a large pench tree h >wed down iu adoration, and that when its

brunches touched the ear:h, the Hevil to >k flight, and never more frequented the

place where he had been previonsly adored. They add, that the frnit, leaves, and

bark of this tree, had afterwards the power of healing diseases. It is related,

that 8(55 idols fell in a vast temple in that city, but rose as soon as the holy family

departed. It is related by Natalis nnd Marangoni, that Saint Ditmas was an

Egyptian ; that he met the holy family in a forest, ard, strnck with the beauty of

the divine child, and the gentleness of the mother, had not power t ' as<nult then,

bnt sem d with admiration, exclaimed : " Were it possible for a God to come into

the wiuld, I would say that this child was n God ;" that he gave them hospitality,

and that, thanks to the Blessed Virgin, he obtained of the divi.ic child, the cure

of his son. These facts, and many others related by pions writers, we leave to the

criticism of our pious readers.

J JosEpuns, Book VII.—ST. JEROME, Hom. XI.
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and even less ; St. Epiphanius * and Nicephorus two. This last

opinion seems to us the most probable. Herod died soon after

the massacre of the Holy Innocents, and Archelaus succeeded

him on the throne of Judea. Now by the very words of St.

Matthew, " But when Herod was dead, behold an angel of the

Lord," &c., we learn that Joseph was made aware of Herod's

death, and that he was ignorant who was the successor of

that prince ; and surely he would not have been ignorant of

these things, had the holy family resided for many years in a

country so near to Judea.

What striking examples of virtue did not the Blessed

Virgin then give that people ! All those who had the happi

ness of knowing the Mother of God must have admired and

praised her, sought her society, and derived from it great

advantage for their souls.

C.r.ielius a Lapidef says that many Egyptians, touched

by the sanctity and life of these blessed spouses, adored and

loved the true God. This aposfteship of Mary would be still

greater, if we follow the opinion of Novato.J for he pre

tends that the holy family resided in the most thickly settled

parts of Egypt and went from city to city to scatter the

seeds of faith, since spread over the whole world.

If Mary on first hearing our Saviour call her by the sweet

name of Mary,—on seeing him take his first unsteady steps,

—on showing to the Gentiles that desired of the everlasting

hills, the Redeemer of men, experienced the liveliest joy, she

must have experienced at the same time great grief to see

God's majesty offended in that land of superstition, where

she was forced to remove from, place to place with her divine

Child to shield it from the fury of Herod, that barbarous king

t Hteres. 78.
t Lib. I. { Comm'nt. in MaUh. If. Vol. I. ch. xv.
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whom a mother's heart ever beheld in pursuit of her "well

beloved son.

Mary and Joseph lived by the work of their hands, and

we are inclined to believe that these blessed spouses were

soon reduced to great poverty, because Joseph, unknown in

that country, found little work, and because, in his charity,

he had kept for himself and his holy family little of the

gold which he had received from the wise men. Some have

said that the destitution of the Holy Family was at times

so great, that the Blessed Virgin was compelled to beg

from door to door ! Ludolph of Saxony* adds that the

divine Child one day asked hia mother for bread to appease

his hunger, and that the poor mother had none to give him.f

Although the holy spouses were completely resigned to

God's will, yet we may believe that they sighed to return to

their native land, and that the humble city of Nazareth had

greater attractions for them than the haughty pyramids and

the palm trees of Egypt, for a native land is dear, is beau

tiful, is sacred to every noble heart. And behold, when they

least expected it, the heavenly messenger again appeared.

Joseph was by chance asleep ; the Blessed Virgin was seated

near him, contemplating with a sweet look her dear little

child who united in himself human beauty and divine beauty.

The angel gladdens the sleep of the just man : "Arise," said

he, " and take the child and his mother, and go into the land

* Vita Christi.

t The life led by the holy spouses in Egypt, was, according to the account of

almost all the Fathers, a wandering life, such as would be natural for fugitives.

Some think that the gold offered by the Wise Men, had been providentially kept,

ami served them in their necessities ; others believe, that, by the labor of their

hands, they supplied the wants of life ; and some, as we have stated, say that Mary

solicited alms. We prefer the secoud opinion, yet do not venture to condemn the

others.
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of Israel : for they are dead that sought the lite of the child."

Joseph awoke and informed his spouse of the heavenly vision ;

both returned thanks to the Almighty, and with the same

celerity that they had set out from Nazareth, they pre

pared to return to their dear country. Ludolph 0 and Saint

Bonaventure say, that on their w«,y they again passed through

the mountains of Judea to see John the Baptist once more ;f

this is probable, for they had to pass near by. Having

crossed the Jordan they entered the land of Israel. Joseph,

eager to learn the condition of his country, found that Ar-

chekus, a son of Herod, reigned over Judea ; and fearing lest

that prince should have inherited his father's cruelty with his

throne, avoided entering that kingdom. Silveira J remarks

that when the angel appeared to Joseph, and bade him go to

the land of Israel, he meant not Judea, but Galilee, while

Joseph understood that he was to go to Judea, that is to

Jerusalem, where stood the temple of the Lord, because he

supposed that place most worthy to be the abode of Christ.

Hence the angel, seeing that Joseph's error did not arise from

imprudence, but from his admirable piety, again appeared to

him, not to give a different order, but to show the precise spot.

Then Joseph, without going up to Jerusalem or even entering

Judea, passed into the tribes of Issachar and Dan, and pro

ceeding to Galilee, saw once more his native land, which,

forming part of that province, belonged to the tetrarchate of

* Vita Chrisli. c. xiii.

t This opinion, that the holy family, as they returned from Egypt, visited

Saint Elizabeth, may have given ground to the painters to represent Saint John

the Baptist, and the Divine Redeemer caressing each other. If we adhere to the

sole testimony of the Evangelists, the first time that John saw our Saviour, was,

when he was baptizing in the Jordan, having recognized him, say the Fathers,

only by a supernatural light.

J Vol. L ISook II. ch. is.
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Antipater0 and not to the kingdom of his brother Herod

Archelanis.f

Herod left three sous: Arehelans, Antipater, and Philip, who all, eager to

reign a/ter their father's denth, applied to Ca-sar to obtain the crown. Arehelans

uked it as eldest son of Herod ; Antipater, as his heir appointed by will ; and

Philip, because his brothers disagreed. C;nsar, to satisfy them all, divided the

kingdom into three parts ; he gave Heiod Antipater Galilee, and Judea to

Arehelaus.

t The Chureh, in the Jlartyroloffy, commemorates the return of the Holy

Family on the seventh of Jannary.

 



 

CHATTEE IX

MABY AND JOSEPH LOSE JESUS AND FIND I?IM AOAfN.

 

ARY, our august queen and mother's

life was a perpetual holocaust of the

most signal virtues. especially of obe

dience and patience. We have already

seen and shall more clearly see, in the

course of this history, ever new and

ever striking examples of these two

virtues. After the long and painful

exile in which her mot'es y, habituated to a solitary and

retired life, had suffered so much, Mary again beheld her hum

ble home in Nazareth, and resumed her former life. The

inhabitants of the little town doubtless saw with joy the

return of this dear and exemplary family, whose piety never

had nor will have its equal on earth. The Blessed Virgin

remained continually in prayer, as she herself revealed to
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Saint Bridget ;0 she rarely wished to see or be seen, and scarce

ly ever went out except for works of religion or charity to her

neighbor. She divided her time between vigils, prayer, medi

tation, mannal labor, the wants of her house, and those of

others. She found unspeakable happiness in being with her

only son, annihilating herself before the hidden majesty of that

divine Child. Nor did the laborious Joseph experience less

consolation ; often taking on his knees the beantiful infant

Jesus, he bostowed on him the fondest carespes, while angels

stood in admiration and the just man himself shed tears of love.

In fine, as St. Luke says, the child increased in age and

strength, was filled with wisdom, and God's grace was with

him. These words should be taken in the sense that Jesus

Christ, who had, from his mother's womb, possessed these

gifts in a supernatural manner, then began to feel, like other

children, the progress of age, and that that wisdom with which

he was filled, was manifested by degrees : and when the

Evangelist says that God's grace was with him, he merely

means to show that Jesus was the only object of the Father's

love, for whose glory he had so greatly humbled himself.

The Jews, as every one knows, had many and numerous

feasts, divided into continued and annnal feasts. The former

were the Sabbath and the new moon. Among the annnal

feasts were the Pasch, celebrated with the feast of the Azymes

or unleavened bread for seven days after the fourteenth of the

moon Nisan, that is to say, the month of March ; Pentecost,

called also the feast of weeks, becanse it took place seven

weeks after the Pasch ; the feast of Trumpets on the first day

of the September moon, so called, because the trumpets

sounded in memory of Isaac, miraculously saved from Abra

ham's sword. On the tenth day of the same moon occurred

* Revel. Book VI. ch. 59.
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the fcnst of the Propitiation, because in that day Moses

reconciled to God the people after their abominable adoration

of the golden calf. The feast of the Tabernacles took place

on the fifteenth day of the same month, and that of the

Encaenia * was celebrated towards the close of November.

Besides these general feasts there were particular ones, insti

tuted to thank God for the signal graces which he had lav

ished on the Jewish nation.f Among the most solemn feasts

were the Pasch, instituted in memory of the departure from

Egypt ; Pentecost, in memory of the law given to Moses on

Mount Sinai, and the feast of Tabernacles, in which the Jews

for eight days dwelt in the fields, thus recalling the tents

which had of old sheltered their fathers in the desert. Every

Jew had to go to Jerusalem thrice a year to attend the cele

bration of these solemnities ; and although the law of Moses

obliged only men, yet women went also. If any one could

not go up for the feast of Pentecost or Tabernacles, he never

failed to go fur the Pasch, the principal and most solemn act

of the Jewish religion.

We cannot say with certainty whether the holy pair went

three times a year to the temple of Jerusalem ; but their

sublime piety would lead us to think so, did not esteemed

authors call it in doubt. Yet it is certain, since the Evan

gelist says it expressly, that they attended on the feast of the

Pasch. It is very true that they dreaded Archelaiis ; bub

they might, as Saint Augustine remarks, J conceal themselves

• Book I. ch. vi.

t These particular feasts wore those of Judith's victory over Holophernes, and

Judus Macehabee over Nieanor ; of Mardochoi, and all the Jewish people saved

from the wiles of haughty and impious Aman ; of Simon Macehahee, who drove

from the citadel of .'1 rusalem, the enemies of his country ; and finally, that of the

invention of the saered fire, after the Babylonian captivity.

J Lib. II. De. Con tens. Emny.
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amid the great multitude of every tribe, and leave the city

immediately after fulfilling the law. They went to Jerusalem,

says Saint Eucherius, * to hear the law, to partake of the

sacrifices, to wituess the solemnity, and serve, under the veil

of that feast, the truth which they already possessed. The

innocent lambs that were immolated, the bloody sacrifices

that were offered to God, figured the Christ ; and the Blefesed

Virgin heard with unspeakable love the prophecies chanted

which referred to herself, prophecies which she saw already fully

accomplished. As soon as his age permitted it, the Blessed

spouses took the Infant Jesus with them, as many think.f

so as not to deprive themselves of that dear and precious

treasure, which they kept with so much care and so much

love, and because they had learned from their parents to

accustom their children early to acts of religion.

' Be that as it may, it is certain that our divine Redeemer,

in the twelfth year of his age, went, with his mortal parents,

to the city of Jerusalem for the feast of the Pasch. After the

seven days of the Azymes, Mary and Joseph were returning

for Nazareth, when they perceived that the holy child was

* Luke ii.

t Tiie law of Denteroncmy (xvi. Ifi.) obliged all males to appear thrice a year

in the presence 'if the Lord, in the spot chosen hv him, in the solemuities of which

we have spoken. The doctors believe that little children were bound by the law when

they arrived nt the age of reason, that is, about the seventh year. Others, and

among them Hugo Grotius, think that this law could not be nnd1-r»tood literally,

and that little children were not to be rashly exposed to the hardships of a journey,

which might be long and painful, according t't their respective distance from Je

rusalem ; these think that the ligorous obligation he?»n oulv ul:out the a/e of

twelve. Hence we cannot decide whether Jesus was lost the first time that he

was taken to Jerusalem, because, on the one hand, according to the same Grotius,

the pious did not generally wait till their children attained their twelfth year ; and

on the other hand, Saint Luke mentions ouly the visit of thii infant Saviour,

although he states that hts father and mother went to Jerusalem every year at

the feast of the Pusch.
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not with them. It is not easy to explain how this happened.

To accuse them of want of care would be at once unjust and

impious, for more careful, loving parents could not be found.

Some have said that, in these solemnities, the Jews of the

same country went together ; that to avoid all confusion the

men went apart from the women ; that the children were free

to follow either ; and that consequently Mary might suppose

the holy Child with Joseph, and Joseph believe him to be

with his mother. But Baronius, contradicting Bede, main

tains that in all cases this separation took place only on their

return. Origen says that Jesus disappeared from the eyes of

those with whom his mother had left him. Euthymius,

Maldonado, and the angelical Doctor, think that he became

invisible to his parents, when they left Jerusalem. Baronius,

and others say, that while the Blessed Virgin was on the way

back with Joseph and the divine Child, it happened by the

will of God, that an accident compelled them to halt for a

time, and that they allowed the child to go on under the care

of his relatives ; but that after being detained longer than

they had expected, they both followed a little cross path in

hope of sooner joining him. As for our part, not venturing. to

choose among these various opinions, we shall only say that it

was not wholly fortnitous, and that, as St. Luke says, Mary

and Joseph, not finding him, returned to Jerusalem in search

of him. It is certain that they missed the divine Child the

first day, and immediately began their laborious search. It is

generally believed that this happened in the evening, when

all the travellers, or at least those in their company, met in

the appointed hostelry to pass the night, and this is probable.

Who will give thoughts to my mind, sentiments to my

heart, power to my words to express the unspeakable grief of

these holy spouses during the few days that were long ages

for them ? Who will tell their tears, their sighs, their wail
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ing ? One whole day they walked to and fro, full of anxiety,

taking no rest, braving every obstacle, searching the most

desert spots, the roughest paths, questioning all whom they

met. Juda's grief when he no longer found in the well the

brother, whose life he thought he had saved, cannot be com

pared to Joseph's. The spouse in the sacred canticles, who.

hurried and lonely, ran in the shades of night, asking all

nature for him whom her soul loved, is only a feeble picture

of Mary seeking her beloved son. " 0 my love, 0 my only

good ! " she cried, " return to me, show me the spot where it

pleases thee to hide ! if the chant of the angels revealed thce

to the shepherds, if a brilliant star led the wise men to thy

cradle, if the fallen idols proclaimed thy coming to the Egyj -

tians, show thyself to me, who am thy tender mother ; dissi

pate my sorrow, more bitter than the sorrow foretold by

Simeon." Night came, nor had they yet found the holy

Child ; in vain had they asked their relatives and friends ;

they never closed their eyes that night, and when day came,

they resumed their way back to Jerusalem.

They searched in the streets, in the public places ; they

returned to the courts of the temple filled with crowds of the

faithful. They cast their troubled glance over that immense

multitude, and beheld the divine Child, who, seated, listened

and questioned the doctors,0 amazed and enraptured at his

wisdom and answers.

* It is generally believed that our Lord was found discussing with the doctors

in the temple. The Evangelist only says that he was sitting among the doctors,

hearing them and putting questions. He was probably asking an explanation of

the prophecies as to the coming of the Messias, and thus began to show them that

the time foretold had already come. There was nothing strange in a child being

amorg the doctors, if we remember that the Rabbins, to explain the Holy Scrip

tures, had a kind of school in the vestibule of the temple, near the eastern gate.

The aged and more venerable, as Saint Ambrose (in Apis'. 1. ad Corinth, ) and Baro-

nius (Ann. A7/.) teach, sat at desks, the more worthy after them on benches,
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Three motives enable the theologians and sacred commen

tators to measure the boundless grief of the holy spouses, and

especially of Mary, namely : the privation of an infinite good

sovereignly loved by her ; the idea of the pain which the

Child * might suffer far from his mother, and finally the un

just reproaches of her relatives and friends, that she had

neglected the holy and most amiable Child, who was the

wonder and joy of all who beheld him.

As soon as Jesus saw his holy mother, he doubtless con

soled her with a sweet look, thus rewarding her for the agony

she had suffered during those three days.f

But when the august Mother of God was relieved, by

and the l-at on the pavement ; all were permitted to question the doctors on the

mntters explained by them. Some hnve pretended that the Blessed Virgin found

her divine Son at the moment when he was explaining these words of Isaias :

"Behold a Viryin shall bear a son," and that she felt a holy consolation to see her

son reveal to the synagogue that mystery which she knew had already been ac

complished in herself. For our part it is enough to state how he was fou:id.

The saered interpreters and commentators, examining our Saviour's motives,

for giving at so tender an age this solemu proof of wisdom, reply with Maldonodo

(CummetU. in AV.) and others, that he did so, because if he had suddenly begun to

teach at the nge of thirty, without previously displaying any wisdom, men wirald

have admired without following him. " It was proper, then," say they, " that the

Divine Redeemer should do so, and just at an age when children begin to give un-

equivocul signs of intelligence."

* Cornelius a Lnpide (Comm. in Luc. //.) thinks that our Redeemer speat these

three days, partly in prayer in the temple, and partly in discussing with the doctors,

who were so amazed at him, that as Lyranus and Avila think, they gave him his

meals. Saint Bernard (Serm, in Dam. rftav. Epi)>h.) and Saint Thomas (2. 2. q.

187. art. 5.) believe that he maintained himself by soliciting alms.

t They missed the child towards the close of the first day, and found him on

the third. Some say the fourth, taking strictly the Evangelist's words : " And it

came to pass that after three days they found him." (Luke ii. 46.) Bnt as the

paraphraste explain it; these words "after three days," mean the third day.

Some read "And after eight days were accomplished that the child should be cir

cumeised " (Lnke ii. 20), that is to say the eighth day; and " The son of man

must after three days risu again" (Mark viii. 31), that is to say the third day.
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finding her dear son, and had adored in him the will of the

Almighty, still breathless, she said : " Son, why hast thou

done so to us ? behold, thy father and I have sought thee

sorrowing." In these words we love to remark, in the firat

place, Mary's humility ; she does not name herself first, she

who was the true mother of Jesus, but names Joseph, who

was only his adoptive father ; she thus concealed from the

eyes of the world her sublime dignity, and taught all women

to honor their husbands. This humble language was not

reproved by Jesus with bitterness, as heretics have pretend

ed ; but the divine Child answered by a loving reproach to

the innocent manifestation of grief which his parents had

experienced far from their beloved son. Sweet and instructive

was our Redeemer's answer : " Did you not know," he said,

" that I must be about my Father's business ? " or according

to the Greek text : " Knew you not that I must be in my

Father's house ? " Words full of respect and wisdom, ad

dressed to the holy spouses for our instruction ; for our

Redeemer wished thus to show publicly that he had another

Father, whose affairs on earth were the object of his solicitude :

that at all times and places he was engaged with the good of

souls, and that, finally, it was by the divine will, and not by

Mary or Joseph's negligence, that this had happened : he at

the time revealed to them that no human foresight can prevent

the accomplishment of God's designs.

Here we should gladly transcribe the beautiful reflections

which the Fathers and contemplatives make on the grief

which rent the hearts of Mary and Joseph at the disappearance

of the Holy Child. They behold in this grief, that of a soul

which has lost grace, or which, at least, remains dry and arid,

no longer experiencing that interior peace which is a foretaste

of eternal felicity. In the reply of the Man God, they see the

duty incumbent on every Christian to obey the will of him
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who alone has the absolute right to command,* and who then

chose to conceal his most holy will from Mary and Joseph,

who were ever holily resigned.

St Luke remarks that they did not understand what Jesus

said, f Yet we cannot but believe that Mary and Joseph

understood that their son, having God for a father, should

prefer God's good pleasure to their own satisfaction ; only,

humbly believing the words of Jesus, they remained silent.

There is, moreover, nothing astonishing in their not under

standing the whole force of this reply, and what was the

business of which Our Lord spoke ; for God is wont to reveal

his greatest secrets to his greatest servants and conceal them

from others. We are aware that some have explained this text

by saying that Our Lord's words were not understood by

those only who happened to be present, but that they were

 

* The reasons which we have already given to show with what wisdom the

divine Redeemer concealed his resolution from his parents, are more thum sufficient

to justify Joseph, and especially the Blessed Virgin, and prove the care, which, on

this journey, aa at all times, they took of their divine Son. Yet we caouot, with

out indignation, hear the blasphemies of heretics, and especially of the Magde

burg Centuriators, on this point. They have been ably refuted hy orthodox

writers, and especially by Father Peter Canisius, of the Society of Jesus, in his

Life of the Blessed Virgin, a book replete with doctrine and piety.

t The Fathers remark in Mary two acts of admirable humility. The first,

Jesus made her exercise, by putting her on a level with other mothers. who net

from human views, although the Blessed Virgin never acted so. The second, she

performed herself, by submitting interiorly to the will of her son, since, without

completely understanding his words, as we have seen, she did not dare to question

him, in order to learn what she knew not. In fine, without citing the beantiful

reflections of mystics on this conversation, we would tell parents that they should

leave their children free to follow God's will, especially in the choice of a state of

life ; and would tell children that they should prudently kwp seeret their good and

holy resolutions which would be contradicted to the detrimeat of their souls ; for

God is the absolnte master of us all, and we must obey him alone in preference

to all others.

HAH;

& •§;
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understood by the parents of the divine Child, or at least by

Mary ; but this interpretation seems to us forced and subtile.

We cannot better terminate this chapter, than by citing

the beautiful reflection of Cardinal Hugo on the mysteries

which we have recounted : " The Wise Men," says he,

'' found Jesus in the house : the shepherds in the manger :

Mary and Joseph in the temple." The first, who left their

own country to find the Redeemer, are a figure of religious,

who, leaving kindred and home, find Jesus in the cloister.

The second are a symbol of pastors of souls, who find in the

Holy Scriptures Jesus Christ, the true pastor of souls. Mary

and Joseph are the image of sinners, who, after losing Jesus

in the temptations of the world, find him in the temple among

the doctors, that is, in their spiritual Fathers, who instruct

souls, force them to groan over their faults, and by absolution

in the sacrament of penance, reconcile them to God. Let us

also consider how important it is for Jesus to remain with us :

if by chance we lose him, let us promptly set out to find him,

and not return till we have been united to him for ever.



 

' 1

II
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CHAPTER X.

MARY S RETCRN TO NAZARETH. HEATH OF ST. JOSEPH.

ELIGHTED to have found the Child Jesus, the

Blessed Virgin and her spouse returned wiih him

to Nazareth, as joyous as they had been afflicted

before. The divine Redeemer continued to reside

in that humble city eighteen years more. This

cannot be doubted, since, according to the Evange

list Saint Mark, he left it to be baptized by John* in the

waters of Jordan, and thus began his preaching which he con

tinued during the last three years of his earthly life. During

this long space of time he lived ever humble, solitary,

obscure, and Saint Matthew says nothing of him, but that

he was subject to his parents. Thus the incarnate and eter

nal Word, who is the universal life and power of all things,

lived banished in an humble workshop, and labored himself,

* " In those days Jesus came from Nazareth of Galilee, and was baptized by

John in the Jordan." (Mark i. 9.J

I WE]

v
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obeying the least sign, and anticipating the least desire of his

adopted father. The Holy Fathers make beautiful reflections

on the trade which the divine Redeemer humbly deigned to

exercise on earth, to aid his parents in their poverty. As for

us, it is enough to say with Saint Peter Chrysologus,* that

Christ was the son of an artificer, but of that artificer who

made the fabric of the universe, not with a hammer, but

with a single word ; who established unity and harmony by

his command, and by his divine breath kindled the sun.

Nor had he less respect for his fond mother, who conversed

with him as often as she could ; so that it is sweet to believe

that she was frequently in Joseph's shop, and while her

spouse was working, she was employed in manual labors f and

her son served her.

"I know not," exclaims St. Bernard,J "which most to

admire, the condescension of the son or the eminent dignity

of the mother. On both sides, we behold a strange prodigy :

a God obey a woman—humility unexampled ; a woman

«s

1

* Christus erat fahri films, sed illius qui mundi fabricam fecit, non malleo sed

pnecopto, qui elemeutomm membra non ingenio scd jussione compegit, qui nmssam

sieculi anctoritate non carbone conflavit, qui solem non terrene ignc, sed superno

carbone accendit. (Hom. »en. Sam. xlviii.l In the first chapter of the second book

we have stated, that Joseph, according to the common opinion, followed the trade

of a carpenter. Some taking the word faber in a general sense, on the authority

of good Latin writers, who seldom employ the word alone, bnt mention the thing

wrought, believe that St. Joseph was a goldsmith, builder, or dyer.

t She was probably engaged in spinning, sewing, embroidering ; and to these

labors she gave all the time not devoted to prayer, or the reading of the saered

books, continuing nearly the life which she hud begun to lead in the temple.

Hence we reject the opinion of those who pretend that she was skilled in literature,

painting, &c.

J Mirare ergo utrumque et elige quod amplius mireris, sive filii beniirmsnunam

dignationem, sive matris excellentissimam dignitatem. Utrnmque miruculmm, et

quod Dens fceminso obtemperet, humilitas ubsque exemplo ; et quod Deo ftamina

jrincipetur, sublimitas sine socio. (ST. BEENARD, Hom. »i.per Missia est.')
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command a God—sublimity unequalled. The Evangelist

notes this profound submission of Christ, and again says that

he increased in wisdom and grace ; now we hold for certain

that the parents were the first to profit by his infinite

wisdom, although they doubtless always waited to be asked,

not having courage, through respect for him, to question him

first, and ask the explanation of what fell from his lips, as the

apostles often did with regard to their divine Master, when

they did not understand what he said. Thus, then, in that

holy and happy family, model of every Christian family, must

have reigned a constant emulation of respect and obedience.

O ! what beautiful, what sublime and admirable things,

Mary and Joseph must have heard from the very lips of the

Incarnate Wisdom ! How they must have treasured the least

words ! Doubtless they were in Mary's eyes a treasure which

she preciously gnarded in her mind, as the Fathers say ;

thanking God for having been chosen to be the Mother of

the Saint of Saints, she meditated them in secret, to reveal

them at the moment when the redemption of the human

race was fully accomplished, and thus confirm the truth by

the testimony of what she had seen and heard. Hence the

august title of Queen of Apostles, a title with which the

Church has honored her, is admirably significant.

About the time of which we are speaking is generally

placed theglorio.is, yet afflicting death of St. Joseph, afflicting

as it separated him from his dear spouse and tender son.

Saint Epiphanius * says that he died m the twelfth year of

our Lord, because after that period the Evangelists make no

further allusion to him. St. Jerome thinks that he died a

little before the baptism of our Lord, that is when Jesus was

entering on his thirtieth year. Saint Cyprian,f Saint Am

* Hcera, Ixxviii. t De Passiane Uomiin.
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brose,* and many others, think that he was present at the

passion of our Divine Lord. For ourselves, we willingly

adopt the opinion of Saint Jerome, both on account of his

great authority in the interpretation of the Bible, and because,

from the words of Saint Luke, " that he was subject to them,"

it is evident that Joseph did not die immediately after his

»i*>nH return to Nazareth. It is probable that his death took place

a little before our Lord began to preach, because he was then

spoken of as one recently alive ; thus we see that when the

people were amazed at the words which fell from the lips of

Jesus, they said : " Is not this the eon of Joseph ? "f

Finally, had he been alive at the time of the passion, it is

probable that our divine Redeemer would not have recom

mended his holy mother to Saint John, but to her spouse.

It is a pious and common opinion of the faithful, that

Joseph did not die of a painful illuess, but that, having

attained an old age,^ and gloriously fulfilled his august

mission as guardian of the Blessed Virgin and foster father

of Christ, he departed from this life, calm as a weary man

who needs rest, and lays his head, with unclosed eyelids, on a

moss-covered stone.

Hence it is sweet to portray him stretched on a little

couch with his beloved spouse beside him, and casting a last

look on the divine Child, who lovingly blesses and comforts

him at that last moment. The holy old man, with a dying

voice, asks pardon for not having fulfilled his duty to all as

* Lib. de Instii. 1'iry. c. vi., and in Luc. c. xxii.

t I.uke iv. 22. See Matthew xii. 47.

J In the first chapter of the second book, where we gave the various opinions

as to Joseph's age, when he had the glory of espousing Mary, we proved that he

was far from old aff;. Supposing him to have then been forty-five, or forty-eight,

and that he died about the twenty-ninth, or thirtieth year of Christ, he would be

seventy-five, or seventy-eight at his death.



 

well as he would have wished, and as the Son of God gave

him an example, accusing his own weakness and unworthi-

ness. The divine Redeemer thanked him for his care, his

solicitude and love for him, and for the last time kissing

the brow of the venerable man, assured him of the glory

prepared for him in heaven. At these divine words Joseph's

heart is encouraged, his eyes assume a heavenly sweetuess,

he cannot take them from Jesus and Mary ; turning them

from one to the other, he finds in them at every glance more

that is wonderful, ravishing, divine, so that he feels a poig

nant grief to think that he will be for a time separated from

them. At last, while pronouncing with more strength and

love those sweet and sacred names, his soul suddenly escapes

from the prison of the body, and soars to Abraham's bosom,

herald of the good tidings.

Were it permitted here to give reins to our imagination,

we should show all the souls in that happy abode, coming to

meet Joseph, and especially Isaias, David, his royal ancestor,

Joachim and Anne, those happy parents of Mary ; but the

gravity of our subject forbids this poetical imagery.* Hence

resuming the thread of our touching narrative, we shall say

* From the lyric effusions of the illustrious Abate Joseph Borghi, the Tuscan

poet, we shall cite with pleasure some strophes from a saered ode in honor of St.

Joseph.

Toil his daily bread supplies ;

Bnt in his all can sympathize,

Be it fear or carking care.

Or hope sublime that dwelleth there,

His blessed partuer, even she,

The Virgin throne of mystery.

Now the work di vine's at hnnd.

When peace upon the earth shall stand.

Joseph hies him first to spread

Glad tidings thro* the reaims of shade.

"Fathers! raise your downcast eyes,

The Lord slmll in his glory rise.

Stern Law to satisfy, the Word
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that the Redeemer and Mary, all his friends, all who knew

him, mourned the death of the holy old man, and that

according to custom, they buried the body, as Bede 0 tells us,

in the valley of Josaphat, near the sepulehre of the holy

Simeon.f There his bones reposed till the resurrection of

Christ, for according to the common opinion of the doctors,

he was of the number of the Saints, who arose with the

divine Master. Often then did he rejoice in the presence of

his beloved spouse, and at : last on the fortieth day, with

Christ, he ascended body and soul to heaven, thus enjoying

the same glory as Jesus and Mary.^

IGffi

fc

Man's fallen nature has not abhorred,

Bnt sin hath borne, and grief and pain,

Yet when fell death Ignobly slain,

He bursts the grave's relentless door,

Hell, sin. and death, triumphing o'er,

Then to the son's of Israel's pride,

Heaven's Ivory gates shall open wide.

And ronnd a standard in the elond

The natlons of the earth shall crowd."

Thus didst thon chant, () Joseph blessed,

To them that watehed in Limbo's rest.

* Purt. 3. Op. Alphab.

t It is commonly said that St. Joseph died on the 10th of Mareh. Some be

lieve that he fell sick at Jernsalem, where he went to celebrate the Pasch, and

that he died soon after there. How could he have otherwise been buried in the

valley of Josaphat ? Wc may answer, that in sacred history, we have many ex

amples of persons wishing to he buried in a distant spot. Yet, we state frankly,

that this is all conjecture.

J This is the opinion of Saint Bernardino of Sienna, who says: "As that fa

mily lived a laborions life on earth, so they reign body and sonl in amorous glory

in heaven." Saint Francis of Sales cites these words (Works III. treat. xix. civil. \

and after adducing several proofs in support of the opinion, concludes that it is

past donbt. (See Onosirs, Serm. IT. ; ISOT.ANO, p. 4. c. xx. ; VAN BF.RNARHINF. DR

BUSTIS, Serm. XIII. ; SUAREZ and many others.) Another proof is that no part of

the world boasts of possessing, or having possessed the body, or least particle of

the body of St. Joseph, while relics of his cloak, staff, &c., are venerated. We

willingly, indeed, range this fact among the things which God has chosen to con

ceal from men, and leave each one to follow what opinion he chooses.
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Such are the most authentic, or at least the most proba

ble facts, that we can give as to the life of this just man.

We have spoken briefly of his virtues, in the chapter treating

of his marriage to the Blessed Virgin ; but our pious readers

must permit us to praise him again. We do not propose to

cite, even in a summary, all that theologians and contempla-

tives have said of him, for we would have to write volumes :

but we merely wish to show some of his principal privileges,

and thus excite a great devotion to a Saint, who spent a

grea' portion of his life with Jesus and Mary, and lavished on

both his greatest care.

Saint John Damascenus says,* that the Holy Scriptures

could not give Saint Joseph amore glorious title than that which

it gives by styling him spousef of the Blessed Virgin. John

Eck adds well, that God, by giving Eve to Adam, wished to

make her like her spouse, whose companion she was to be ;

still more should he do so by giving his blessed Mother an

affectionate guardian, and his Son a diligent foster-father on

earth.^ We must consequently believe that Joseph, en

dowed with the most eminent virtues, was inferior in sanctity

only to the Blessed Virgin.§ He was indeed the type of the

justice which we should have towards God, for he scrupu

lously obeyed the law and all the commandments. He was

the type of the justice which we should have in regard to our

neighbor. He beheld his most chaste spouse pregnant, and

chose the most equitable line of conduct. He saw our divine

 

" Ornt. III. in Nata>. B. M. V. t Serm. de St. Joseph.

% Let us make him a help, like unto himself." (Gen. ii. 18.)

§ It is sufficient to cite Suarez, who speaks thus of our Saint (Pt. III. t. II

dub. 8.): " Kon existhno ease temerarium, sed pium pntius et verisimile, si quis

fortasse opinetur sanctum hunc reliquos omnes iu gratia et heatitudine antecellere."—

"Not rash, but rather pious and probable, do I thiuk the opinion, that this saint

excelled all others in grace and beatitude."
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Redeemer pursued by Herod, yet uttered not a complaint

against that barbarous usurper of the throne of Juda. He

received the order to fly into Egypt, and set out at once. He

lost the holy Child, and was not less diligent than Mary

herself in seeking him. He never favored sensuality : he

was in a manner dead to the world and the flesh, and desired

only heavenly things.0 Untiringly he proceeded from virtue

to virtue, imitating God, whom, happier than the patriarchs

of old, he had the glory of seeing invested with our mortal

flesh, and over whom he possessed the sweet and holy anthor

ity which fathers have over their children.")" Can we then be

astonished to find that he was often visited by angels, and

consoled by them in all his pains ? In him we find at once a

noble example of the contemplative and of the active life.

Who can in fact be compared to him for the angnish and the

heavenly consolations with which his heart was filled to

overflowing ? Who but bows low as he contemplates the

extraordinary perfection of a saint, whose power is doubtless

no less great in heaven than it was on earth ? " We

cannot doubt," says Saint Bernardine of Sienna,J " but that

Christ grants him the respect, the filial love, with which he

* Sic mortuns erat mnndo ct carni ut nihil desideraret nisi coelestiu. (ST.

BRIDGET, Revel. B. VI. clix.)

t Josephus naneoat in Christum jus paternum, pnta omnia jura qna; habent

parentes respectu filiornm. (CORNELIUS A LAPIDE in Matt. i.)

J Serm. df St. Joseph Gerson speaks thus : Qnantus existimandus est justus

Joseph in gloria et in coelis, qni tails no tuntus inventus est in miseria in terris!

Profecto cum dicat Christus ; Ubi sum ego, illic ct minister mens erit : ille prox-

imior videtur collocandus in ccelis, qni in ministerio fnit vicinior, obsequentior et

ntque fidelior post Mariana inventus in terns. (Serai. >fc Nat. R. P.V—" How

great mnst we esteem the just Joseph in glory and heaven, who was so great

amid earthly misery. Surely when Christ says : " Where I am, there shull my

minister be;" he shonld, it wonld seem, be placed nearer in heaven, who was

nearer by his ministry, and after Mary, more devoted and faithful on earth."
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honored him here below, and that glory which has received

in heaven its crown and consummation. Hence we may

apply to the spouse of Mary, the words which Pharaoh

addressed to Joseph, the son of Jacob, when he made him

the first man in his palace and in all the land of Egypt, the

minister of his royal favor.*

In all our wants, then, let us have recourse to a saint so

loved and privileged by God ; confident that he will hearken

to our fervent prayers. If his cultus seemed for a time

unknown or neglected, f it has constantly increased more

* " Thou shall be over my house, and at the commandment of thy mouth all

the people shall obey ; only in the kingly throne will I be above theo . . . Behold,

I have appointed thee over the whole laud of E^ypt . . . withont t!iy command

ment no man shall move hand or foot in all the land of Egypt." (Goi. xli. 40-44.)

t Wo cannot deny, that for several centuries the Church rendered no cultus to

Saint Joseph, either because he was reckoned among the just of the old law, as dy

ing before the publication of the new ; or, he was not mentioned, in order to im

bue the minds of the faithful more deeuly with the mystery of the virginity of the

saered Mother, and the divinity of the Incarnate Word, as Sou of the Eternal Fa

ther ; or, in fine, because the Church at first honored only the memory of those

who died to confirm the divinity of Jesus Christ, and to extend the Christian faith.

Whichever of these motives prevailed, it is certain, that from time immemorial, the

Greeks name him among the ancestors of our Lord Jesus Christ, and among the just

of the old law, and have conseorated two Sundays to his honor, one before, and the

other after Christmas. It is believed that the Orientals, and particularly the

Scythiaus, Copts, and Egyptians, celebrate the solemu feast of his death on the 20th

of July, to which day, from an erroneous tradition, they aseribe his death. It

seems also that they confound him with Joseph, sumamed the Just, proposed with

Saint Matthias for the Apostleship.

The Latins, in the ninth century, began to inseribe the name of St. Joseph in

the martyrologies, and fixed his commemoration on the l!)th of March, leaving

the feast of Joseph the Just on the 20th of July. It is believed that the Carme

lites, at the time of the Crusades, brought it from the east to the west ; and this

opinion derives force from the fact that we see Saint Teresa favoring devotion to

Saint Joseph, as Gerson had already done. That learned chancellor composed an

office in honor of the Saint, and wrote his life in a Latin poem, entitled " Juse-

phiua." Sixtus IV. is said to have first deereed the feast of St.. Joseph at Rome,

in 1481, but in a way that does not neem to be a first institution ; but merely a
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and more, so that the Church, not satisfied with celebrating

the commemoration of his death on the 19th of March, has

instituted a particular feast in honor of his powerful patron

age.*

As we do not deem ourselves sufficiently eloquent to speak

of so illustrious a Saint, we shall let the Blessed Seraph

of Carmel speak, as she by herself and by the reform which

she has founded, propagated and perpetuated the beautiful

devotion, and thus secured to all men innumerable benefits.

" When I beheld myself at such a tender age, hopeless and

abandoned by earthly physicians,^ I resolved to have recourse

to those in heaven to heal me. I took for my protector the

glorious Saint Joseph ; I commended myself to him with all

my heart ; and in that pressing danger, as in other greater

straits where my soul's honor and ruin were at stake, Saint

Joseph, my father and protector, delivered me better than I

could have asked ; nor do I ever recollect to have implored

that great Saint in vain. Indeed, the graces which I have

obtained through the intercession of St. Joseph, and the dan

gers of soul and body from which I have been delivered, excite

in me the greatest admiration. God, it seems, has granted to

the other Saints to aid us in some particular case, while to

restoring to new vigor. About the end of the liith century it began to be cele

brated in Germany and Spain. Cardinal Ximenes introdnced it iato his see of

Seville. Gregory XV., in 1621, and Urban VII., in 1642, made it a holiday of

obligation. Clement XI. at the intercession of the Nun Clara Colonna, of the

order of St. Teresa, made it a double of the second class, and by a deeree of 1714,

approved the new oflicc. Benedict XIII., in 1726, inserted his name in the great

Litany. Pius VI. dispensed from certain holidays of obligation, and among others

from that of St. Joseph; but Pius VII. restored it in Italy in 1803.

* Benedict XIV., by a deeree of January 20th, 1741, made instead of a double,

a double of the second class, the office of the patronage of St. Joseph, the feast of

which is celebrated the third Sunday after Easter.

t ST. TERESA. Life, written by herself.
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Saint Joseph, so far as my experience goes, he has grunted to

aid us in all. It seems as if the Divine Word, after permu

ting Saint Joseph to command him here below, allows him in

heaven the same right of adoptive father. Many persons

whom I have urged to commend themselves to the same saint,

have experienced like me, with gratitude, the effects of his

powerful protection. Convinced by my own experience of the

graces which he obtains for us of God, I would persuade all

to be devout to this glorious Saint. Whoever has devotion

to him advances rapidly in the path of virtue, for that great

Saint comes to the relief of all the souls that recommend

themselves to him. For many years I have always made

some petition to him in his feast, and have always been heard.

If my prayer needs rectitude, he seems to correct it for my

greater good. Were I a skilful writer, I would fain describe

one by one the signal graces which that glorious Saint has

obtained not only for me but for many others. I only ask as

a favor, for God's sake, that every soul would make the

experiment ; whoever will invoke that glorious patriarch and

be devout to him, will see how good and useful it is to address

him. The pious should huve a particular affection for him,

for I do not understand ht>w we can think of the queen of

angels and of the holy childhood of Jesus, withou^ thanking

St. Joseph for (he care which he took of the mother and the

Son. He who needs a master to learn to pray, will rind in

Saint Joseph an infallible guide."

After this simple, touching, affectionate exhortation of an

illustrious Saint, who spoke from her own experience and that

of another,* we have only humbly to beg Mary's chastest

* We could spenk without end of the wonderful effects of St. Joseph's patronage,

in. whose honor orders of knighthood, religious congregations, und pious confrater

nities have been instituted. Families, cities, provinces withont number, have

18
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spouse to accept the humble homage we have paid him here,

and to obtain for us that lively and sincere devotion, which

we have sought as far as possible to excite in all hearts.

placed themselves under his holy protection. Let us then recommend ourselves to

so great a Saint, during our whole lii'e, and principally at the hour of our denth,

becanse, as Saint Teresa says, God has filled St. Joseph's hands with great favors

fur us, it' we are worthy to receive them.

 



 

BOOK THIRD.

EMBRACING THE HISTORY OF THE BLESSED VIRGIN, FROM THK FIRST

MIRACLE WROUGHT BY OUR LORD JESUS CHRIST AT HER 1NTER-

CESS1ON, TILL HER RETURN TO JERUSALEM, AFTER THE

DEATH OF HER DIVINE SON.

CHAPTER I.

MARY AT THE MARRIAGE FEAST OF CANA IN GALILEE.

PREVIOUS book portrayed to our ad

miration the immaculate Virgin bear the

infant God, feed him with her virginal

milk, bring him up with tender care,

save him from the wrath of an impious

King, find him when lost, and exercise

over him a mother's sweet and holy authority ; we

shall, in this book, behold our august Lady, entirely

taken up with our redemption, contributing to -it by her

bitter grief and the sacrifice which she made of herself. If,

too credulous Eve was deceived by the snare of the devil,

who wished to plunge her and the whole human race into the

abyss, another wiser, happier woman, believing the words of

fea
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a heavenly messenger, repaired, through the divine mercy, the

fault of the first woman. We shall say then, with Richard

of Saint Lawrence, that in the Blessed Virgin we have found

abundantly and with usury all that we had miserably lost in

Eve.*

The Blessed Virgin widowed of her dear guardian, had little

to change in her habits of life, for she had lived with her chaste

spouse, only in a noble emulation of the holiest virtues. But

Mary's actions were to serve as an example to persons of her

sex in every state. She had been the mirror of the maiden

and the wife ; she was now to be the mirror of the widow.

Anne, the widowed daughter of Fhanuel, is praised by St.

Jerome and called blessed for having contemplated the face

of God ; these words apply better still to Mary. The apostle

wishes widows to be dead to the world,f to persevere day and

night in prayer ; now Mary, become a widow, doubtless de

voted to God all the time which she had previously given to

pious converse with her chaste spouse, resigning herself

entirely to the will of God in the loss of so dear a partner,

so faithful a friend. It is past doubt that she directed her

house with wisdom, provided diligently for all the wants of

her divine Son, and neglected no obligation of her new state,

interrupting her prayer only when other duties required it;

for it is a great error, common to many, and often to those who

aspire to perfection, to believe that we can serve God only by

prayer and in Church. We must serve him in the condition

in which he has placed us himself, and do his will by passing

cheerfully from the contemplative to the active life. Without

* In Ileata Virtgine houa nobis datet, et etiam pluru et meliora bona qmmu

prius, et quid nmisimus nobis per Murimm rc^itutum est curn nmlto fceuore gra-

tiarmm. (Lit. XII. Serm. II. de Nat.)

t " Rut she that is a widow indeed and desolate, let her trust in God, and con

tinue in supplications and prayers night and day." 1 Tim. v. 5.
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this many who seem great in the eyes of the world will seem

little in the eyes of God.* It is incredible, say the Fathers

of the spiritual life, how much can be merited in an apparent

ly ordinary and natural life.

We have said that Mary seldom left the house except for

reasons of religion and piety ; yet we must believe ' that she

neglected no duty towards her relatives at Nazareth or in the

neighborhood. If in her charity she went to Hebron to visit

her cousin Elizabeth, could she refrain from visiting the

relatives who dwelt nearer to her ? We believe then that the

Blessed Virgin visited her relatives, or the families which

might derive spiritual advantage from her presence, or where

the power of her divine Son was in any way to be manifested

to the eyes of men.

Our Lord had been baptized by John in the waters of

Jordan, thus communicating to water the power of cleansing

away sins ; he had accomplished his mysterious fast of forty

days ; he had overcome the threefold temptation of the devil,

and followed by some disciples, he had begun his preaching,

when he was invited to the marriage feast of Cana.f Cana

was a little town in Galilee, in the tribe of Zabulon, the

happy home of Nathaniel and the apostle Simon. The

Evangelist Saint John, who briefly relates the fact, says that

* It is related in the life of St. Francis Xavicr, that in a college of the Society

of Jesus, when they were one day reading in the refectory some of the con

versious which God had effected by him in the Indies, a lay brother was empl >yed

in the kitchen washing the dishes, and in reply to his brethren, who envied the

glory of that great Saint, said : " For my part, I do not think so ; my employment

is doubtless different from his, hut after all, we both do God's will."

f In that eume city, the Redeemer at a later date healed the son of the Centu

rion, who commanded there. It was about ten miles distant from Nnzarcth. The

Cananean woman, whose daughter was delivered from a devil by Our Lord, was

not of that city, but of another Caua, situated in the tribe of Aser, near the river

Elentheras.
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the third day they celebrated a marriage at Cana.0 It is not

easy to explain this expression. Some believe that the Evan

gelist means the third day after the arrival of Jesus in

Galilee ; others maintain that it means the third day of the

week ; others in fine say with greater probability/f that we

must understand the third day after Our Lord left the Jordan

to come into that province.

Nor is it less difficult to say to whose marriage Our Divine

Redeemer was invited. We should be inclined to consign to

the realm of fable the opinion of those who pretend that it

was the wedding feast of St. John the Evangelist and Mary

Magdalen.

Niccphorus J believes that the spouse was the apostle

Simon, surnamed the Cananean or the Zealous, because Cana

signifies zeal. As to the bride, some suppose her to have

been brought up with the Blessed Virgin or to have been a

relative of hers.§ It would seem from the text of Saint John,||

* And the third day there was n marriage in Cana of Galilee. (John ii. 1.)

t This is the opinion of Origen (t» Joan.), Toledo, Cornelius a Lapide, Silveira

(t. II. lib. iv. c. It, and others.

Bureinius, with Lyranus, and a Lapide, think that this miracle took place on

the 5th uf Mareh, adding, that if the Chureh commemorates it on the 6th of

Jannary, it does thereby fix the day on which it occurred. However, many an

cient and modern authors think that it was performed on the 6th of Jannary. St.

Epiphanius (Haws, li.) adds that in his time in some parts of the East, fountaius

of wine were set flowing on tho 6'h of Jannary, in memory of the miracle of the

wedding feast of Cana. This fact is cited by Baronius.

J Lib. VIII. c. 30.

§ Albertus Magnus, Torquemada. and Ludolph of Saxony in his life of Christ,

say that her name was Anchita ; that she was from childhood the companion of tho

Blessed Virgin ; and that having preserved her virginity by the counsel of her

sponse, she became one of the faithful servants of the Blessed Virgin. We rather

believe that the Blessed Virgin went to the house of some relative or intimate

friend whose name we know not.

|| The words of St. John in his gospel are : " And the third day there was a

marriage in Cana of Galilee ; and the mother of Jesu» was there. And Jesus
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that Mary was at the house of these spouses, when Our Lord

himself, invited to the nuptial festivities, came with his disci

ples. Who were the disciples, and what was their number ?

The Evangelist does not say. They were at all events

Andrew and his brother Simon, Philip and Nathaniel, who

had already devoted themselves to him, if there were no

others : for Our Lord had begun to teach his heavenly doc

trine, and disciples followed him.* He went to the marriage

feast of Cana, either to honor marriage, as the Fathers unani

mously affirm, for there have been heretics to condemn it as

an abominable thing ; or to elevate the dignity of the sacra

ment, and show the Church and the world that there can be

on earth no wedding holy and agreeable to God without the

presence of Jesus and his most Blessed Mother, that is to say,

without the grace of the one and the protection of the other.

That all might be done with the respect due to God, and

the consideration due the guests, it was the Jewish custom to

also was invited, and his disciples, to the marriage. And the wine failing, the

mother of Jesus saith to hi iff, They have no wine. And Jesus saith to her,

Woman, what is it to me and to thee ? My hour is not yet come. His mother

saith to the waiters, Whatsoever he shall say to yon, do ye. Now there were set

tin-re six water-pots of stone, according to the manner of the purifying of the

Jews, containing two or three measures apiece. Jesus saith to them, Fill the

water-pots with water. And they tilled them up to the hrim. And Jesus *u'n\i to

them, Draw out now and carry to the chief steward of the feast. And they

curried it. And when the chief steward had tasted the water made wine, and

knew not whence it was, but the waiters knew who had drawn tite water ; the

chief steward calleth the bridegroom and saith to him, Every man at first setteth

forth good wine, and when men have well drunk, then that which is worse, hut

thou hust kept the good wine until now. This begiouing of miracles did Jesus in

Cuuuia of Galilee, and he manifested his glory, and his disciples believed in him."

(John li. 1-11.)

* Saint Augustine (De Consou. Erany. lib. If.) thinks, that they arc called by

the Evangelist disciples by anticipation; the more so, as being Galileans, and ueur

Cana, they had gathered to hear the preaching of Jesus, whose renown, already

great in that city, indnced the spouses to invite him to the wedding.
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have a steward at the table. Some bolieve that he was a

priest :":3 he was called arckitriclinius, that is, chief of the

triclinium.f It is a question whether the Jews sat around

the table or used couches in the Roman fashion ; but without

entering into it, or inquiring whether the Blessed Virgin was

at table with the rest, or only superintended the care and or

der of the feast,^ wa shall only say that, while the guests

wore served in a manner worthy of such a solemnity, an

unexpected aceident marred the innocent joy of the nuptial

banquet. Whether the number of guests exceeded their

expectation, or the director of the feast had miscaleulated,

the fact is, that tlu wiu; ran out at the moment when the

party were animated with the greatest joy. The servants

were in great distress, and knew not what to do. The

Blessed Virgin, ever good, ever attentive to relieve our pain,

in order to save the new married couple § from confusion and

from displeasing the guests, approached our Saviour,|| and

* LYR.VNBS in John ii. BARONICS. Ann. 21, ch. xxii.

t Triclinium, composed of two Greek words, moons a cou'-'h for three persons,

and by antonomasia the dining room was also culled triclinium. It was then the

custom of almost nil nations to recline at meals, au.l the Jews probably did st.

J ST. BONAYENTURX. Life cf Christ, p. 12!.

§ " She was moved at their confusion, being most merciful, most benignant.

\Vlmt should flow from the fountain of mercy, but merry ? What wonder, I say,

that the bowels of mercy .-hould show works of mercy ? Will not he who holds

ao apple in his hand half the day, preserve the <nW during the rest of it? How

mnch then did i.ot the virtue of mercy imbue that shrine in which it rested for

nine months! For it filled the heart before it filled the womb, nor left the former

when it proceeded from the latter. ST. BKENAEK. Serm. I. in Dominic. pott Oct,

Epijik.) Compassa est enira vereeundiae sicut misericors, sicat bcmgnissima.

Quid de fonte pietatis procederct nisi picfcis ? Quid inqu im miruun si pietutem

exhibent viscera pietatis? Nonne qui pomum in maun suu tennerit dunidm die,

reliqua diei parte pomi servubit odorrm ? Quantum L.itur viscera ilia virtus pie

tatis affecit, in ijuibus novem mcusibus requie\ it ! Kam ct oute mentem nplevit

quam ventrem, et cum prooeswiit ex ut.-ro, ab auimo non rece-sit.

|i Some say that .-ho sat by our Saviour, and not among the women ; others,
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interceding for them said : " My Son, they have no wine."

Jesus saw that his Blessed Mother asked a miracle, and

replied : " Woman, what is it to me and to thee ? My hour

is not yet come.' * These words of our Divine Redeemer

should not be understood, as impious sectaries pretend, iu (ho

sense of a harsh rebuke ; but their meaning is : " Thou know-

est the difference which exists between me and thec ; thou

askest me a miracle, now God can do it, and thon, his crea

ture, canst not command him. The time to act has not

come ;" or else, as others explain, "The time has not come

for thee to be the mediatrix of men with God."

r

that she whispered to him. What Saint Bonaveature says, seems to us most pro

bable, that is, that she was seated at table in a place of honor ; und that she went

up to Jesus, and asked him t > perform a miracle. In fact, we see her afterwards

command the servants like one of the mistresses of the house.

* The words of Jesus to his Blessed Mother were not the expression of a blame,

nor a refusal, as heretics have stupidly pretended in their constant endeavor to

detract from the privileges of the Blessed Virgin. Th"y were not the expression

of blame, as St. Justin (or the anthor of Questions and Answers to the Orthodox)

says : '• IlluJ non ad objurgationem dictum est matri a S ilvatore, sod nt ostenderet

nequaquam nt s esse, qui vini in nuptiis c msumendi curoun suscepimus, sed tamen

ex singularl charitate, si vis ne deficiat vinmm, die magistris ut faciant qute dictun,

ac videbis uon eis defuturum vinum ; quod et factum est. Nequnquam ergo verbis

objurgasset quam actionibus colebat." This answer was not a refusal, inasmnch,

as the Blessed Virgin, who understood its meaning well, hid the waiters do as her

Divine Son should direct. Interpreters differ as to the sense of these words:

" Quid mihi et tibi, mulier ? " None, however, see any disrespect in them. St.

John Chrysostom, in his 21st Homily on St. John, explains these words, " My hour

is not yet come," by saying that the time when Mary was to pray for us had not

yet come, because Christ had not yet confided her to St. Joha, to be the mother of

all the faithful.

St. John Chrysostom in this passage remarks, that our Divine Redeemer

waited till the wine was exhausted, so that no doubt could exist of the trnth of the

miracle, which he deigned to operate by virtue of divine omuipotence.

He calls her woman, and not mother, as he called her on the eross, because, as

St. Jerome teaches us, this word in Hebrew has not the harshness that it hns in

ours ; for among the Jews, the word woman was synonymous with mother.
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By either of these explanations, our Saviour's words con

tain nothing harsh, the more BO as they were doubtless

tempered by the celestial sweetuess of his countenance and

look. Moreover, the Blessed Virgin clearly understood the

true meaning of these words, since certain of the miracle, she

bid the servants, " Do ye whatsoever he shall say to you."

Here we will remark with Silveira * that these words, the last

words of the Blessed Virgin which the Evangelist cites, should

afford us great consolation, as they show us that Mary's

continual occupation is to intercede for us with her august

Ban.

It was the custom of the Jews, and especially of the

Pharisaical sect, to have near the table large water-jars, in

order that they might wash immediately, in case they should

by any accident happen to touch any thing that might convey

legal uncleanness. Many of them had by mistaken zeal

introduced the custom of washing the hand and forearm

during the meal. There were consequently in the room six

large jars of two or three metretas or measures each ; the me-

treta holding about seven gallons and a half. Jesus turning

to (he waiters, bid them fill these jars with water, which they

instantly did : then he added : " Draw out now and carry

to the chief steward of the feast ; " and they immediately

obeyed, not understanding probably how be was to use it.

When their full pitehers were carried there, the water was

already changed into precious wine. When the steward had

tasted this liquor, the best that he had ever seen, he could

not help addressing his flattering reproach to the bridegroom :

" Every man at first setteth forth good wine, and when men

have well drunk, then that which is worse ; but thou hast

kept the good wine until now." At these words all the guests
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turned to him ; the bridegroom and bride were filled with

astonishment, for they could not explain the fact ; but the

servants who had drawn the water knew, and made known

the prodigy, which, passing from mouth to mouth, manifested

the glory of Jesus.

The Evangelist says that Jesus wrought this first of his

miracles at Cana in Galilee, to manifest his glory and excite

the faith of his disciples in him. Nevertheless the commen

tators in pure whether this miracle was the first that Jesus

performed, or whether he had wrought others. Saint John

Chrysoston',0 in accord with almost all the Fathers, Snarez,f

Cornelius a Lapide J and many other commentators, think

that this miracle was really the first miracle that Our Lord

performed. But Saint Tbomas,§ Salmeron.jj Maldonado,^[

Toledo, and others deem it probable that it was indeed the

first miracle solemnly and publicly wrought by Christ to

make himself recognized, but that he had done others in

secret or unknown to men. Is it not a miracle, says Maldo-

nado, for a child of twelve years of age to confound completely

the pride of the doctors in the temple ? May we not believe

that Jesus had already in his mother's house performed some

secret miracle, and that for that very reason Mary asked him

to perform another at the wedding feast of Cana ? 00

* Comm. in Joan. ii. t 3. p. q. 13. art. 4. J In Joanncm.

§ Plenitudo omnis gratise et sciential animse Christi seenn-lum se debebatur ex

hoc ip^o quod erat a Verbo Dei assumpta, (3. p. q. 13. art. 4.)

B Tr 7. in Jaannem. ^ In Joann. ii.

*• Vet in this I do not altogether agree with Chrysostom, Theophylact, and

Kuthymius, who contend that Christ hud previously performed no miracle either in

public or in private. Fcr what do we know ? Indeed we read that he had pre

viously done something. For that a boy of twelve should dispute with doctors in

the temple and confound them, is a miracle above nature. In the sa'ne way, it is

very probable that he performed some miracle in private, which we have not in

writing ; we say it is probuule, that us some tench, his mothcr had already seen

III
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We shall not deduce from this account the useful instruc

tions, which should be given to the newly married to celebrate

th.'ir nuptials piously, as we have already spoken on 'he

subject at the commencement of the chapter ; nor shall \ve

inquire whcth.T the miracle was granted to Mary's powerful

intercession, as some say ; 0 we shall not say with the

mystics that this banquet prefigures the union of the Eternal

W.>rd with human nature, or of Christ with his church. S ill

desirous to derive from the fact an instruction for all ranks,

wecannoi do better than cite the words of the gentle doctor :

"Our wvddinq; has been already celebrated, since our souls are

united to Christ ; we have now but to enjoy the feast prepared

in h.'aven. Will wine be wanting ? No ; on the contrary,

we shall be inebriated with the plenty of the house of the

Lord, and destined to the torrent of unspeakable delights.

Here below wine is often wanting, that is, the grace of devo

him perform mincles in private, by which he at times relieved their wimts, and

that she was thus induced to ask of him a miracle in a similar want. I therefore

understand this not as absolntely Christ's first miracle, nor his first there, but the

first that he wrought to manifest his irlory openly, us St. John himself says, and to

show that he was the Christ." (M ILDONATUS m Join, ii.) We accept the opinion

of Saint Gaudentius, who believes that the Blessed Virgin, full of the Holy Ghost,

knew that her sou was to perform the miracle at the marriage feast of ("nna. His

very words ure : " Cieternm mmqumi Arirso) nvmdas-ict ministris ' quodcunque

dixerit vohis faeite,' nisi Ppiritu Sancto put psrtam plena non solum responsionis

Christ! virtufrm a^novisset, vernm etiam faciendi tune vini ex nqua conversnm

ordinem prsevidisset. Qnid enim lateret supientia Mntrem Dei et denique tanfae

vir utis." (Tract ii.) " Otherwise, the Virgin never would have said to the waiters :

'Whatsoever he shall say to yon, do ye,' unless, filled with the Holy Ghost

eince her childbirth, she had known not only the power of Christ's answer, hut

even foreseen the changing of watcr into wine. For why shonld wisdom he hid

from the Mother of God, the virgin of such consummate virtue ? "

* Trorubelli suys that Mary's prayer was useful to the quests, because thcy

wonld not have obtained the miracle, if tlh' Blessed Virgin had not intereeded ; or

if the mirrcle had heen longer delayed, it would uot have saved the spouses from

shame. (Dissert. XXX.)
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nottion and the ardor of charity. How often must we

pray the august Mother to tell her Son that we hiuv no

wine ! Yet let us not despond ; for if she is duly invoked,

she will supply our wants, as she is not only merciful, but the

very Mother of mercy. If she had pity on those who invited

her to the wedding, how much more will she not have on us

that invoke her ? Our nuptials please her more than those

of Cana, for our heavenly bridegroom is he who issued from

her virginal womb." *

Let us never then, in our prayers, forget to have recourse

to Mary. But if we would have that tender Mother's aid

never fail, let us do what she recommends at the wedding feast

of Cana : '' Whatsoever he shall say to yon, do ye." Now

what do these words mean, if not that to be heard by her

Son, we must necessarily be true disciples of the Gospel ?

* Serm. II. In Dum. I. post Oct. Epiphmnia,

 

 



 

CHAPTER II.

 

MARY IS FREQUENTLY PRESENT AT THE PBEACHING AND

MIRACLES OF CHRIST.

\ROM Cana in Galilee, the Blessed Virgin went with

her Divine Son to Capharnaum,0 a city of the tribe

of Nephthali, sitnated on the shore of the sea of

Tiberias, where our Redeemer spent a great part of

the three years of his preaching, and wrought numerous mira

cles. There he expelled the devil from the body of one

possessed : there he cured Saint Peter's mother-in-law, the

palsied man, the centurion's servant, the woman with the

bloody flux, and displayed the most striking signs of his

supernatural power. f St. John Chrysostom believes that Our

* Cuphanmum means in Hebrew the city of Consolation. Soliman, the

Emperor of the Turks, reduced it to ashes, and scaree a vestige can be fonnd in

the few cabins which serve as a shelter to travellers.

t To their own misery, the people of Capharnaum profited but little by the

graces which Our Lord bestowed apon them, insomn-h, that the city was accursed

by him when Le foretold it- entire destrnction. St. John tells us that the people

1
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Lord resided ordinarily at Capharnauni,0 in order that his

most holy Mother might have a fixed abode to hear him, and

not be obliged to follow him to and fro. In fact, while we

know from the Gospel itself that several pious women attend

ed to the support and living of Jesus, and zealously followed

in his preaching, we see his Immaculate Mother with him

only once or twice. St. Jerome tells us that it was the

custom of the Jewesses to furnish their masters' food and cloth-

ing,"j' and that Our Lord accepted these gifts from their hands

to show masters that they should be content to receive from

their disciples what was absolutely necessary.^ On the other

hand, considering that Christ's mission was to instruct not

only men but women, and that he wished in a manner to

associate his blessed Mother in the work of redemption, we

believe that the Blessed Virgin heard the sermons of Our

Lord not only in Capharnaum, but in many other places, and

that she was the first, the directress, so to speak, of those pious

women, who, as we have said, followed Our Lord. This

opinion is confirmed by the authority of several Fathers.

Mary is called by St. Epiphanius the tireless companion of

of Capharnaum were the first to doubt the real presence in the Holy Eucharist.

" The Jews therefore strove among themselves, saying : How can this man give us

hi- tlfsh to eat? These things he sai:l, teaching iu the synagogue in Capharnnum."

(John vi. 53-60.)

H Hoa, xxii. m Joannem.

t Cornelius a Lapide and Menochius (in \'ita Ckristi) believe that the Redeemer

pa;ssed from Cana to Nazareth, and thence to Capharnaum, a city ten or fifteen

miles from Nazareth, as Ribera tells us.

J Consnetudinis Judoicse fnit, nee ducebatur in culpam more genris antiquo, ut

rmilieres de subsfcmtia sua victum atque vestitum pneceptoribus mimstrarent. Mi-

nistrabant Domino ut meteret eornm eurnalia, cujus ilia metebant spiritnalia. Non

quod indigeret cibis Dominus creaturarnm, sed ut typum ostenderet magistrornm,

quod victu atque vestitu ex discipulis duherent esse contentl. (In Malt, xxvii. 55.)

Not to incur the reproach of self-contradiction, we refer the reader to what we

said in the last chapter of the second book.
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Jesus.* St. Bernardino of Sienna f tells us that she fol

lowed him every where to take care of him ; that, attentive

to all his words, she kept always near him.^ Who better

than she could know the Saviour's works, better understand

the force of his argumen.s or admire the virtue of his prodi

gies ? She saw his heart much better than others ; she

understood what no other understood ; she comprehended

more easily, retained more faithfully in her mind, the words of

our Divine Redeemcr, and explained to apostles and disciples

what they had not understood. If, as we have remarked, she

soug-ht during the . hidden life of Jesus to hear his heavenly

doctrine, much more did she when that doctrine was publicly

taught. From the ascension of her divine Son to the moment

when she was assumed to heaven, was she not engaged in in

structing the faithful ? What a treasure of doctrine mnut

she not have acquired constantly ! Now, could she do so be -

ter than by being present as often as possible at the preaching

and miracles of her Son ?

Even had we no other facts to gather than those -which

the Blessed Virgin has been pleased herself to reveal to her

dearest servants, or which the faithful now generally believe,

could we not conjecture that she accompanied Jesus in his

preaching, and that, by her example, she taught the pious

with what zeal God's word should be heard ? A proof of

Mary's zealous assiduity at the preaching of her divine Son is

* Hterex Ixxviii.

t Curam illius hmbens, scquens enm quoonnque perjrebat jugiter ejus adhiesit

l;u eii. ummea iimiviilna iunllo fere abfuit itinero, inienta prie cteteris invigilabat

verbo . . . Sola Salvatori actunm, insiguium operum opera, mellirtua pnwiicationis

genera, inandita contra mundum ct peccatum, et tartarenm zabulum divinte

severitatis eloquia, quo ei diu interfuit, spocialius vidit, seeretius nudivit, citius

cognovit, propensius retiunit et apostolis aliisque discipnlis luculeutius edidit, clili-

gentius retulit, nielina indidit, fiJelius trndidit. (De Lam. Viry.)

I SAINT JF.ROM::, fr.r.n. t'.s S,tmaiptiw B. M. V.—Lvr-Ases, &c.
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doubtless in the concord of the Evangelists Saint Matthew,

Saint Mark, and Saint Luke,* in relating the following fact :

One day when Jesus was surrounded by an immense multi

tude, his blessed Mother and his brethren f sought to speak

to him, to advise him, as Cajetan says, to take a little rest ;

or, as others believe, to withdraw him, under some pretext,

from the fury of his enemies. They could not reach him for

the crowd ; now Jesus was informed of it, and replied to the

messenger : " Who is my mother, and who are my breth

ren ? Whosoever shall do the will of my Father who is in

heaven, he is my brother, and sister, and mother." Then

stretehing forth his hand to his disciples and all around him,

he said as he gazed on them : " Behold my mother and my

brethren." J By these words the Divine Redeemer did not

<r

\

» Matt. xii. 47.—Mark iii. 31.—Luke viii. 19.

f The cousins and near relatives of Our Lord are called his brethren in the

Gospel, because, like them, he was born according to the flesh of the race of David.

It is an impious heresy of Helvidius, refuted by Saint Jerome, Jovinian and others,

to say that the Blessed Virgin had other children.

J "I see two probable answers to this objection," says Trombelli. (PL I. dim.

NNL) " Some say that Christ, who for thirty years was subject to Mury, till he

began to preach the Gospel, showed by these words that he had undertaken that

task, namely, of calling disciples, and instructing the multitudes. The words of

Christ then according to them, have this meaning. ' I cannot longer enjoy thy

society, O Mary, my mother ; no longer share the circle of my kindred, for the

preaching of the Gospel compels me to devote myself entirely to instrnct my

disciples and hearers.' Christ therefore seemed to neglect his mother and kindred,

D* t that he really did, but that his mission compelled him to prefer the care and

instrnction of his disciples, to the wonted converse of his mother, and kindly

offices of his relatives.—The other interpretation is, that Christ by these words,

shows why he loved his mother ; that is on account of her virtues, and his

Father's will fulfilled by her; had she not fulfilled it, little would the dignity of

Mother of Christ avail her, when he ranks piety above that dignity." This latter

interpretation is given by Saint Augustine (Xpiat. 32, ad Latam), and by Saiat

Hilary (Matt. xii. 47); and the former is preferred by Saint Ambrose (Lib. VI. t»

19
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that he would not recognize as man his mother and his

brethren, but ho announced to the Blessed Virgin that the

time of his public life had come, and that the dignity of

Mother of God would have been useless to Mary, if she had

not done God's will. In a word, he repeated in a manner

what he had given us to understand at the marriage feast of

Cana, that we must for no human motive neglect the service

or will of God. Hence we shall never cease repeating that

every one should in full and entire liberty follow the path

through which the Almighty calls him.

By this reply, Christ recognized the maternity of the

Blessed Virgin, and these words not only contain no reproach

to her, as heretics pretend in their constant endeavor to tar

nish the glory of the Mother of God, but also contains the

greatest praise which God could give her. Such is the opin

ion of Saint Augustine in the commentary on the two

preceding texts. " Whosoever shall do the will of my Father,

he," says Jesus, " is my mother, my brother, and my sister."

Then, says the holy bishop of Hippo, by this additional title

Mary is also his mother. By these words our Lord meant to

glorify her, not for being his mother according to the flesh, but

for doing the will of his Heavenly Father. When our Lord

excited the admiration of the people, and manifested by his

miracles his divinity concealed under the mortal veil, and a

woman* amidst the crowd exclaimed, "Blessed is tie

womb that bore thee," did not Jesus immediately answer,

" Yea, blessed are those that hear the word of God and keep

it ? " Now by these words Jesus meant : " My mother,

* Luke xi. 27. Who was this woman that raised her voice amid the assembled

throng ? The Evangelist does not tell us. Some say that it was u maid-servaat

of Snint Martha, by name Marcella (see LYRANUS), or Stella (sec Cardinal Hngo).

For our part, leaving euch curious erndition, we shall kee with the Fnthers in . this

woman, lifting up her voice in the erowd, an image of the Church itself.
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whom you call blessed, is blessed indeed ; but be'cause she

hears and keeps the word of God, not because the Word hath

dwelt in her." * Such is the opinion, not only of this great

Bishop, but also of Bede and many others.f

From all these motives, we readily believe that Mary

heard the sermon on the Mountain, that she saw the miracle

of the multiplication of the loaves, and the cure of the man

born blind ; that she followed Jesus towards the Jordan ; that

she went with him to Bethany, where she was present at the

banquet of Simon the Leper, and where she contracted a close

friendship with Magdalen and Martha, sisters of Lazarus ;

in fine, we believe that Jesus in the presence of his blessed

Mother, spoke many parables, gave many precepts and warn

ings, and wrought in public a great number of miracles.

In consequence of the opinion adopted by us we may be

asked, perhaps, why the Blessed Virgin was not present at the

sublime miracle by which Our Lord gave his happy disciples,

Peter, James and John, on Mount Thabor, an anticipated

view of his glory, by showing himself to them in the splendor

of his heavenly majesty, between M >ses and Elias.^ Accord

ing to theologians, the reason why the Eternal Word gave his

disciples this solemn manifestation of his glory, are precisely

* Pulehre Salvutor attestationi mulieris annuit, non eam tuntummodo qn.c Ver-

bum Dei corporaliter generate meruerat, seJ ct omnes qui idem Verbum spiritnm-

liter nnditu fiilci concipere et boni opens custodia vel in suo vel in proximorum

corde purere et qussi aiere studuerint, asseverans csse bentos. Quio et cudem Dei

genitrix et hide quidem beatu, quia Verbi incarnandi ministra facta est temporalis ;

sed inde mul'O beatior, quia ejusdem semper amundi custos teterna manebat."

(Tract. in IMC. xi. 28.)

t Maldonado, to prove that the answer of our Lord was not a reproof to the

Blessed Virgin, employs this comparison : "A man who should soy that gold is

more precious than silver, would speak the truth, withont denying lha value of

\ Matt. xvii. 1.
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the reasons which should keep His blessed Mother away from

Thabor.

By this august miracle Jesus Christ wished to prove to

them his divine nature and incarnation. He preserved his

human form, his countenance glowed like the sun, his gar

ments became white as suow, and a voice issued from the

clouds, saying : " This is my beloved Son, in whom I am well

pleased : hear ye him."0 At these words the disciples fell with

their faces to the ground, and were seized with great fear ;

nor would they ever have risen, had not Jesus, restoring their

courage, bid them arise. Moreover, their divine Master, know

mg the perils, angnish, pains, torments, even cruel death that

his apostles and their disciples would have to suffer on earth,

wished first to fortify them by a foretaste of the heavenly

sweets which God reserves for them that fear him, in order

that the recollection of what they had felt that single instant

should make them firm and unshaken ; even though what

they had felt on Thabor, was only a shadow of that torrent

of delight, with which they were to be filled eternally, on

beholding God's glory in its fulness. In fine, he would have

them never, like the Jews and Gentiles, be scandalized at his

cross.")" Now Mary's presence was reqnired for none of these

motives. She never could doubt of the divinity of Jesus

Christ, since the heavenly messenger had revealed it to her ;

still less could she doubt the humanity of her Son, since she

bore him nine months in her womb, brought him forth, and

nourished him with her virginal milk. There was then no

* Peter was speaking, when a bright cloud overshadowed them, and a voice

came forth from the clond, saying : " This is my beloved Son, in whom I am well

pleaseil : hear ye him." (Matt. xvii. 5.)

t In the first epistle to the Corinthians (i. 23), St. Paul says : " \\'e preach

Christ crncified, nuto the Jews indeed as a stumbling-block, and unto the Gentiles

foolishness."
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reason to give her this foretaste of heaven, either because hei

faith was lively, or because she could not, though Queen of

Apostles, be, like the first preachers of the gospel, dragged

before judges, and seal with her blood the divinity of the

Messias and of the Holy Religion which he came to reveal to

the world. In fine, Mary could not be scandalized at the cross,

since, when the apostles and disciples took flight, she con

stantly remained, as we shall soon see, immovable at the foot

of the blood-stained tree, and chose, intrepid Queen of Martyrs,

to be the companion of Christ in his cruel sufferings. It was

proper then that Mary, though loved and honored above the

apostles themselves by her only Son, should not be called to

witness on Thabor the manifestation which Jesus Christ made

of his glory

 



 

CHAPTER III.

MARY 8 PAIN AT THE APPROACH OF THE PASSION. PARTING OF

JESUS AND HIS BLESSED MOTHER.

EVER, as we have already said, did that prophecy

of Simeon fade from Mary's memory, but remain

ed the daily and nightly object of her thoughts.

Hence, whenever "the Blessed Virgin cast on her

divine Child a sweet, loving look, she remembered

at once that that body, the most beautiful ever seen on earth,

was one day to suffer the most cruel pain, and be drenched in

blood. Now, who can conceive the bitterness that filled the

holy soul of the Blessed Virgin.

This natural, and by no means blamable grief, must

necessarily have increased, as Mary beheld the time of the

Redeemer's Passion draw nigh. Hence the birthday of her

Son, that day which brings such joy to other mothers, was a

day of unspeakable sorrow for her; in the thought, that since

the last anniversary, the death of her divine Son was one year
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less remote. Then when he emerged from the silence of his

humble abode, and began his public life, if she was consoled

to see him traverse Palestine healing the sick and doing good,

her juy was mingled with grief when she thought that her

Divine Son was on the way to Calvary, where, after his three

years of puplic life, he was to die on the Cross. For we

believe that among the countless things of which the Scrip

tures do not speak, and which Jesus revealed to his most holy

Mother, the mystery of the Passion was included. If the

Redeemer consented to reveal to John 0 so clearly and so

precisely, the man who was to betray his divine Master, may

we not believe that he revealed to his blessed Mother the

hour of his passion, the better to dispose her for that great

sacrifice ?

Who then could tell what was Mary's grief at the ap

proach of that Pasch, which was to be the Divine Messias'

last ? For though in him she beheld a God, and ardently

desired the redemption of the human race, she also beheld in

Jesus the frnit of her chaste womb. She had lived with him

for thirty-three years ; and during all that time Jesus had

been her companion, her beloved, the only object of her affec

tion. She was to be deprived of him, and deprived of him

for ever ; for though she was ere long to behold him risen in

glory, he was no longer to be with her a traveller upon earth,

and she niust first behold him die in ignominy between two

criminals.

She beheld in the Passion of her Divine Son an excess

of unnumbered and immeasurable sorrows,! because Jesus

" " Bnt there are also many other things which Jesus did, which, if they were

written, every one, the world itself, I think, would not be able to contain the books

that should be written." Thus speaks St. John, chapter xxi. 2."i.

t When Our Lord was transfigured on Thabor, Moses and Elias conversed with

him on his departure from this world which he was to accomplish at Jernsalem :
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Christ wished to pay to the Divine Justice more than it

required for the remission of the sins of men. Is it not true

that, while a single sigh, a single drop of the Incarnate

Word's blood, would have been sufficient to ransom thou

sands of worlds, Christ chose to shed the last drop of his blood,

and thus render the expiation superabundant ? Jesus repre

sented the perfect exemplar, the august type, the source of

all virtues, whence the just and the martyr were to derive

strength and patience to suffer for justice' sake. Mary beheld

in spirit the Eternal Father gather on the head of his beloved

Son, the most terrible torments, the most bitter sorrows. She

must then have been pierced through with the sword of grief,

when she thought of the spiritual and exterior sufferings with

which Jesus was to be overwhelmed. Mary saw clearly that

Jesus' infinite charity was the sole cause of such great suffer

ing, but she saw at the same time that so great a love and so

great a sacrifice would be useless to thousands of men,

because they would not profit by it.*

These considerations must have risen frequently to the

mind of the Blessed Virgin, but especially in the period of

which we speak ; every week, every day, every hour as it

glided by, must have heightened her maternal anguish ; for

" ficebant excessum ejus quem completurus erat in Jerusalem." (St. Luke ix. 31.)

This word ercessum, mystics translate by excess, which expresses the greatuess of

the sufferings of the Son of God. St. Lawrence Justinian (de Agonia (Jhristi)

soys that Jesus, in each of his torments, suffered all the sufferings of the just nnd

martyrs. Justly then does St. Paul say that we huye been bought with a great

price.

* " What profit is there in my blood whilst I go down to corruption ? " (Ps.

xxix. 10.) There is no doubt that Our Saviour's Passion was to be useless to

many ; not that it was insufficient in itself; but because me i, on their side, do not

perform what is necessary for the salvation of their souls Thus St Paul snys:

" I fill up those things that are wanting of the sufferings of Christ in my flesh.''

(Coloss. i. 24.)
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as no one among created beings was ever more submissive to

God's will, so none has suffered so much on earth, on account

of the charity and mercy which filled her heart. God himself,

says St. Bonaventure, enkindled in Mary the flame of his

love for us ; we cannot then doubt the anguish, the heart

rending of that heart which loved Jesus without measure,

and which also without measure desired the salvation of

men.

Mary had just seen or heard of her Son's entrance into

Jerusalem seated on an ass ; all the roads were strewn with

flowers and branches ; the crowd which led the way and fol

lowed cried out : " Hosanna to the Son of David ! Blessed is

he that cometh in the name of the Lord ! " and the prophet

of Nazareth was received in that city in triumph. Now,

three days had scarcely elapsed when the chief priests and

ancients of the people held a council in the house of Caiphas,

to put Jesus to death ; and his mother, as St. Bonaventure

affirms, had heard it.* In fact, it was not the first time that

they had wished to put our divine Redeemer to death. After

his return from Egypt, no one persecuted him, as long as he

led a solitary, hidden life. When he disputed with the doc

tors in Jerusalem, he was admired ; he was the joy of all who

knew him ; but scarcely had he begun to preach his heavenly

doctrine, and confirm it by countless miracles, than he found

the whole world arrayed against him ; the scribes, the priests,

the Pharisees, the hypocrites set all to work to destroy him,

and to bring the Just One to an ignominious death.

We shall briefly set forth these persecutions for the conso

lation and comfort of those who, imitating the Redeemer in

* This council was made known . . . What were the feelings of the mother of

Jesas, when she heard that they sought to kill him ? (ST. BONAVENTURE, Meditu-

tionon the life of Christ, c. Ixix.)
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his public life, suffer like him, insult, persecution, outrage

and death. Our divine Master had recently begun his preach

ing, when the Pharisees who had succeeded in putting John the

Baptist to death, attempted a new crime, by turning Herod's

anger against our Saviour's disciples.0 Jesus, to avoid their

scares, left Judea, and again repaired to Galilee. Accused

by the Jews of having violated the Sabbath by the mi

raculous cure of a paralytic on that day,f he found the

temple a secure asylum from their pursnit. The people of

Nazareth, provoked that the son of a mechanic, and a towns

man of their own, should prefer himself to Elias and Elisens,

had endeavored to hurl him from the mountain top.^ The

Pharisees sought to stone him as a blasphemer, because he

said that he had seen Abraham, and that from all eternity he

s ' When Jesus therefore understood that the Pharisees heard that J«sus

made more disciples, and baptized more than John, (thongh Jesus himself did

not baptize but his disciples,) he left Judea and went again into Galilee." (John iv.

1-3.)

t " Therefore did the Jews persecute Jesus, because he did these things on the

Sabbath : but Jesus answered them : My Father worketh until now, and I work.

Herenpon, therefore, the Jews sought the more to kill him, becanse he did not

only break the Sabbath, hut also said God was his Father, making himself eqnal

to God." (John v. 16-18.) Cornelius a Lapide thus comments this passage : The

priests and scribes sought to put Jesus to death, becanse they feared that his ever

increasing glory wonld weaken their anthority ; and because they feared also, that

if Christ persnaded the Jews of his divinity, he would be preferred by the people

to the high priests themselves.

J "And nil they in the synagogue hearing these things were filled with anger;

and they rose up, and thrnst him out of the city ; and they bronght him to the

brow of the hill whereon their city was bnilt, that they might cast him down

headlong. Bnt he, passing through the midst of them, went his way, and went

down into Capharnaum." (Luke iv. 28-31.) Snint Ambrose remarks, that the in

habitants of Nazareth, the townsmen of onr divine liedeemer, were worse than the

devil, who took him to the pinnacle of the temple, but durst not cast him down.

"Et pejor magisiro discipulornm hsereditas ; ille verbo Dominum tuntat, hi de

facto ; iste dicit : Mitte to deorsum ; illi adoriuntur ut mittant."
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knew the Father, because he was of the same nature as he.*

They endeavored to alarm him by saying that Herod sought

his life : f and finally they tried to put him to death at the

feast of the Enctenia, when by crafty interrogatories they

made him affirm his divinity, in order to put him in fault.

The priests and the whole Sanhedrim had thrice plotted his

ruin, and if they had been forced to defer the execution of

their criminal project, they had not renounced it. The first

year, the objections of Nicodemus, a secret disciple,^ had

* " The Jews therefore said to him : Thou art not yet fifty years old, and hast

thon seen Abraham ? Jesus said to them : Amen, amen, I say to yon, before

Abraham was made I am. They took up stones, therefore, to cast nt him : but

Jesus hid himself, and went out of the temple." (John viii. 57-59.)

t " The same day there came some of the Pharisees saying to him : Depart,

and get thee hence, for Herod hath a mind to kill thee." (Luke xiii. 31.)

J " Some therefore of Jerusalem said : Is not this he whom they seek to kill ;

and behold he speaketh openly, and they say nothing to him ? Have the rulers

known for a truth, that this is the Christ ? But we know this man whence he is,

bnt when the Christ cometh, no man knoweth whence he is. Jesus therefore eried

out in the temple, teaching and saying : You both know me, and you know whence

I am ; and I am not come of myself, but he that sent me is true, whom you know

not. I know him, because I am from him, and he hath sent me. They sought

therefore to apprehend him, and no man laid hands on him, because his hour was

not yet come. But of the people many believed in him, and said : When the Christ

cometh, shall he do more miracles than these, which this man doth ? The Phari

sees heard the people murmuring these things concerning him ; and the rulers and

Pharisees sent ministers to apprehend him ; Jesus therefore suid to them : Yet a

little while I am with you ; and then I go to him that sent me. You slmll seek

me, and shall not find me, and where I am, thither you cannot come. The Jews

therefore said among themselves : Whither will he go, that wo shall not fmd him ?

Will he go unto the dispersed among the Gentiles, and teach the Gentiles ? \\ hat

is this saying that he hath said ? You shall seek me, and shall not find me, and

where I am you cannot come. And on the last and great day of the festivity,

Jesus stood and eried, saying : If any man thirst, let him come to me and drink.

He that believeth in me, as the Scripture saith, out of his belly shall flow rivers of

living water. Now this he said of the Spirit which they should receive, who be

lieved in him ; for as yet the Spirit was not given, because Je^us was not yet glo

rified. Of that multitude therefore, when they had heard these words of his.
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prevented their putting Jesus to death ; the second year,

when the Council was called after the resurrection of Lazarus,

Jesua avoided their fury by withdrawing to Ephrem.* Now

some said : This is the prophet indeed. Others said : This is the Christ. But

some said : Doth the Christ come out of Galilee ? Doth not the Seripture say :

that Christ cometh of the seed of David, and from Bethlehem, the town where

David was? So there arose a dissension among the people because of him, and

some of them would have apprehended him ; but no man laid hands upon him.

The ministers therefore came to the chief priests and Pharisees, and they said to

them : Why have you not brought him ? The ministers answered : Never did

man speak like this man. The Pharisees therefore answered them : Are you also

sednced ? 1 1 nth any one of the rulers believed in him, or of the Pharisees ? But

this multitude that knoweth not the law are accursed. Nicodemus said to them

(he that camo to him by night), who was one of them : Doth our law judge any

man, uuless it first hear him, and know what he doth ? They answered and said

to him : Art thou a Galilean 1 Search the Scriptures, and see that out of Galilee

a prophet riscth not. And every man returned to his own house." (John vii. 25-53.)

* Many therefore of the Jews who wore come to Mary and Martha, and had

seen the things that Jesus did, believed in him ; but some of them went to the

Pharisees, and told them the things that Jesus had done. The chief priests there

fore, and the Pharisees gathered a council, and said : What do we, for this man

doth many miracles ? If we let him alone so, all will believe in him, and the

Romans will take away our place and nation. But one of them named Caiphas,

being the high priest that year, said to them : You know nothing : neither do you

consider that it is expedient for you that one man should die for the people, and

that the whole nation p'erish not . . . From that day therefore, they devised to put

him to death. Wherefore Jesus walked no more openly among the Jews, but he

went into a country near the desert, unto a city that is called Ephrem, and there

he abode with his disciples." (John xi. 45-54.) We think our readers will be

pleased with a few words on the tribunals of the Jews. Baronius says that there

were three. The first was composed of three judges, who had cognizance of un

important causes. The second, composed of twenty-three judges, was called the

Lesser Sanhedrim ; great causes were carried before this tribunal. The third,

consisting of seventy-two judges, had cognizance of the most important matters,

as for example, questions relative to the nation, the law, the king, the prophets, and

the high priest. The institntion of this tribunal went back to Moses and the di

vine precept. (Numb. xi. 16.) The members of the great sanhedrim were the

twenty-four chief priest*, that is, chiefs of the tweaty- 'bur sacerdotal orders, hence

called pontiffs, aud besides some of the principal Soribes and Pharisees. The
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although the Blessed Virgin might, by these examples, have

conceived the hope that this time too her divine Son would

escape their pursuit ; yet she knew that the hour fixed by

the Eternal approached, and she saw by several actions of

her divine Son, that he had but a short time to remain on

earth. Jesus had told his apostles that he had long most

ardently desired to celebrate that last Pasch with them ; the

Blessed Virgin had thus learned the speedy death of her

divine Son, if she had not learned it otherwise by other ex

terior acts ; for we believe that this tender mother, in those

last moments, kept her eyes ever riveted on Jesus, and was

present as far as possible at all his conversations.

Our Redeemer had returned from the garden of olives to

Bethany, and was preparing to inaugurate his bitter passion

by sending two of his disciples to Jerusalem, to make ready

the Pasch, when, ever loving and submissive to his mother, he

in the first place announced to her what he was about to do.

The Gospel does not indeed mention the last farewell of

Christ to the Blessed Virgin ; but all ascetics believe in this

last conversation, because it is honorable to Mary and glorious

to Jesus. We shall here cite the very words of the Seraphic

Doctor:* "When the supper was ended, the Lord Jesus

president was the high priest, whoso dignity was for life and immovable, as the

Romans established it iu the time of Caiphas, who several times resigned and re

sumed the supreme pontificate.

* Coena facta, vadit Dominns Jesus nd matrem et sedet enm en, seorsum collo-

quens cum en, et copiam ei suie priesentite prscbens, quam in brevi subtracturus

erat ah ea. Conspicc nunc hene ipsos sedeates et quomodo Domina enm rvvorenter

snspicit, et cum eo affectuoce moratur ; et similiter quomodo Dominns reverenter

se habet cum ea. Mater charissima, voluntas Patris est ut faciam Pascha in Je

rusalem, quia tempus redemptionis advenit : modo implebuntur omuin qme de me

seripta snnt, et faeient quidquid volent. Dicit Mater, vix valens verba formata

proferre : Fill mi, tota coucussa sum ad vocem Istam, et cor menm dereliquit me.

Provideat Pater, quia nescio quid dicam. Nolo sibi contradicere ; sed si ipsi
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goeth to his mother, and sitting with her apart, converses with

her, giving her the consolation of his presence which he was

so soon to withdraw from her. Regard them now well, sitting

there, and see how reverently Our Lady regards him, and

affectionately lingers by him : and in like manner how reve

rently Our Lord acts towards her. 0 dearest Mother, the will

of the Father is that I eat this Pasch in Jerusalem, because

the time of redemption has come ; now shall be fulfilled all

that is written of me, and they shall do what they will. His

Mother, scarce able to utter the articulate words, says : My

Son, I am all shaken at this word, and my heart fails me.

May the Father provide, for I know not what to say. I will

not gainsay him : but if it be pleasing to him, ask him to de

fer it, and let us eat this Pasch here with our friends ; and if it

be pleasing to him, he will be able to provide for redemption

without thy death, for all things are possible to him." a

placeret, rogn eum ut differat pnesens et faciamus hie Pascha cam istis amicis

nostris ; ipse vero, si sibi placcret, p> terit de alio modo redemptioni sine morte tna

providere, quoniam oumia possibilia sunt ei." (J/«i. in r& Ch>isti.")

* This opinion was very common in the. middle ages ; and cannot be con

demned ; for it is very trne, as we have said above, that the Eternal Father might

have declared his justice satisfied without the di-ath of his Son. Yet once that he

had decreed, it must take place. As we have already cited some classic poetry,

we cannot omit a noble and beautiful description of the last interview between

Jesus and his mother; it is taken from an ancient poem on the Passion of Our

Lord, and proves still better the pions tradition of which we have spoken. The

poem is fonnded on a meditation of Saint Bonaventure's, of which there is also a

prose version in Italian of the best epoch. The scene is at the same village of

Bethany, at the moment when the Master, having called to him Peter and John,

bids them go to Jernsalem and make ready the supper, because the time of his

death had come.

Hearing these words the gentle Magdalene,

With long drawn sigh, " My Master dear," exelaimed ;

"And wilt thon leave us, sad and plunged in grief?

Master, depart not I " Martha too, In tears,

f
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Saint Catharine de Ricci, Virgin of the order of St.

Dominic, honored by her heavenly Bridegroom with the most

signal favors, had, among others, that of seeing in ecstasy the

v?

I

Her sister joined, and deeply pleading eried :

•* Ah knowest thou not, dear Lord, the priests and princes all

Thy death have now ordained? Oh leave na nnt!

Stay with thy mother!"

"Be consoled, my friends;

"Within the city walls this Pasch I needs mnst eat."

In bitter tears the Magdalene turned aside,

And falling at the saered Mary's feet, she eried:

" Mother! thy son upon dread Sinn's hill,

This Pasch prepares to eat I My soul Is dark !

My heart with grief and terror is transpierced !

O holy mother, let him not depart.

Hi- sure will die 1 "

Then with a shuddering ery

The Virgin Mother spoke : " My blood runs cold

"Within my inmost veins."*

"With faltering steps

Her Son divine approaching, she essayed to speak;

Bnt her voice foiled her: at last utterance came,

Faint and confused. " O Jesus ! O my life I

My soul is pierced with grief: for I have heard

That thou wilt leave us, in Jerusalem

The Pasch with thy disciples to fulfil.

Beloved Son I for my sake do not go ! "

With look of love, her Son divine replied:

" So much, dear mother, do I love man's race,

That for its good, even death I will embrace.

Dry up these tears that rend my anxious heart :

Give me thy blessing, mother ! for the will

Of my Aimighty Father I will now obey.'t

Prone at his feet the Virgin fell dismayed ;

Tears bathed her beauteous face ; and fainting there,

Her heart would sure have broken, could human pain

The heart-strings rend.

Jesus, all moved and sighing,

Raised with his loving arms his mother lorn.

" Pity me, Son I Let death mine eye-lids close,

Lest I behold thee die. O let me rest.*t

"Thy words, dear mother, rend my heart:

Bitter beyond my sufferings feel I thin.- ! Upon

The eross shalt thou behold me : for me

The sun and moon shall veiled be ; my lips

With gall and vinegar he sated. Bathed in blood,

Before thy eyes I must expire. Farewell,"

•* My Jesus, dear, what dreadful words arc these 1
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passion of the Divine Redeemer, and wituessing in spirit that

last interview. She relates that it lasted no less than four

hours, because Jesus set before the eyes of his august mother

a" ^1U mte""r puns and exterior sufferings that he was to

undergo during the last two days of his mortal life.

Every mother's heart, every heart that loves God, can

imagine the anguish of that tender and painful scene. Jona

than and David, who poured forth such bitter plaints when

they parted for ever ; the Ephesians, who were moved to tears

on wituessing the departure of Saint Paul ; offer but weak

pictures of that cruel separation, in which Mary generously

co-operated by her consent to the death of her divine Son, and

obedient Son for the last time renders to his holy motheran

O what a bolt of heaven hast thou discharged

Upon me I What agony is mine if thou wilt go 1

Ah 1 now do I perceive the eruel sword,

"Which Simeon saw my inmost soul trauspierce.

O Son benign, thy mother lorn forsake not,"

" Ah think thee, mother, said that Son divine,

Think thee, how much upon my death depends ;

Burst shall the fetters be that bind the past.

By which the patriarchs shall delivered be,

And Satan vanquished. Lay up these my words,

By death's dark door shall I in glory come."

Then at his feet imploring foil Mary,

And Martha, and the group of friends in tears.

"Mercy," exclaimed the Virgin, as she spoke

The Son's thrice holy name.

While all in grief

Jesus implored to stay, the plaintive mother's

Voice again : " My hope, my trust, my love ! "

And clasping him within her Virgin arms.

She blessed him. " O my Son, what mortal pain,

That I shall ne'er beheld thee more ! "

Bnt Jesus

Upon his mother gazed, and caim returned,

As though that look had banished death away ;

"Check, Queen of Heaven, thy grief's Impetuous course;

My hour has uome: Mother, permit my will.''

Again she clasped his form, and sobbing cried.

" My Son, how dost thon leave me ! " *On his cheek

Her own she pressed ! " My Jesus, thou'rt the sword

Piercing my soul. What shall I, sad and loner"
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the most sincere homage of his obedience. " O love, oh resig

nation, oh unparalleled fortitude ! O admirable mercy of the

Father and Mother of Jesus towards us ! O unspeakable

love of the charity of God and the Virgin, who to ransom a

slave gave to death their beloved son," cries Saint Bernardine

of Sienna. *

* 0 mira circa nos utriueque parentis Jesu dignatio ! 0 intestimabilis f^ei et

Virginia dilectio charitatis, qui ut serrum redimerent communem lilium tradide-

rant. (Serm. bd. c. 4.
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CHAPTER IV.

MARY HEARS OF THE ARREST OF JESUS, AND FOLLOWS HIM

TO CALVARY.

F Anne, the mother of Tobias, was inconsolable

because she did not see her son return, that son

whom she styled the light of her eyes, the staff of

H? her age, the comfort of her life, 0 how inconsolable

must the Blessed Virgin have been, when Jesus

left her, not for a journey of some days, like Tobias, but alas

for ever ? Full was she of joy, f as long as he she loved dwelt

with her, when she beheld him seated at table, or heard

his heavenly converse. If a sweet consolation had formerly

overspread her heart, she must now be a prey to a bitter

sorrow, and feel all the aching void, that such a loss left in

her heart. For although Mary, as we have already said, was

* TORIAS, x. 4.

•f Gaudio replehntur qnando cum tantopere diligebnt secum degentem, secum

edentem, et dulei affcctu docentem habebat. (ST. ANSELM, de Eaxll. Viry. c. iv.)
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resigned to the divine will, and to obey God, would, like her

father Abraham of old, have struck the victim,* yet she felt

fully the force of maternal love. Her sacrifice was not inferior

in perfection or obedience to Abraham's, for she bore with

unspeakable firmness, a suffering, which without the help of

divine power, no mother's heart could have borne. In this

chapter and the next we shall endeavor to sound in part this

fathomless abyss of sorrow.

As we have said after the most esteemed authors, the

Blessed Virgin dwelt at Capharnaum, where she had probably

as companions, Magdalen, Martha, and other pious women,

who, knowing that Jesus had gone to Jerusalem to celebrate his

last Pasch, were sad and mournful, yet endeavored to console

a mother, the more worthy of consolation as her sacrifice was

greater and more generous. O what a cruel night ! Saint

Bonaventure f says, that Mary watehed, while the others

rested. We believe with the pious Blosius \ that the Blessed

Virgin, filled with the Holy Ghost, saw in spirit all the out

rages that her son suffered during that horrible night. We

do not believe, what some say, that the Blessed Virgin eat the

last supper with our Saviour in Jerusalem, even in another

room or in another house.§ Still less are we of the opinion of

* Neque enim eredendum est miuoris fuisse perfections et obedientite ad Denm,

quam Abrabam qui p roprium filium donavit Deo in sacrificio propriis mauibus

occidendum. Si rmllus fuisset qui filium erncifigeret, ut adimpleretur voluntas

Dei, ipsa posuiaset in erncc. (ST. ANSELM apud. S. Antonin. iv. tr. xv.)

t Sine somuo duxisti, et soporatfs cieteris vigil permansisti. (In Vita Ckr.)

J Satis credibile est, quoniam plena erat Spiritu Sanoto, vidisse in Spiritu

omuem dolorem et erucintum, quem unicus ejus uocte ilia horribili expertus est.

(fa .Waryar. ftp. p. III. c. vi.)

§ Paleotto (de Pass. chord. 7. c. ii.\ and Silveira (Lib. vii. c. vii. numb. 178),

say that the Blessed Virgin cut the supper in the same room as Jesus and his

Apostles. According to Christopher de Castro (c. xvi.), and Barrada (IV. Lib. I.

c. xvii.), on the authority of Metaphrastes (de Ort. et dormit. Deip. apud Surium), the

women who followed Jesus did not eat at the tublo with the Apostles, bnt iu ano 
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those who pretend that Saint Peter communicated her after

our Divine Redeemer had instituted the Blessed Eucharist on

that memorable evening.

While Mary was in her chamber she beheld John come at

an early hour, accompanied by other friends, to tell her more

by tears than words the horrible outrages offered to their

divine Master during that fearful night. Others say that an

Angel had announced to Mary the arrest of her divine Son ;

but we rather believe, with others, that this tidings was

brought by the beloved disciple. In the first place, if Mary,

as we have shown, knew it, it was not necessary that the

ministry of an angel should be employed to inform her. In

the second place, John knew the love that his divine Master

had for his mother : now if, as is commonly believed,0 he was

the disciple with Simon Peter, who, full of attention to the

latter, took him into the high priest's house, he must have

been the more touched with pity for Mary, whose unspeakable

grief he could imagine We therefore believe that, on leaving

that house, he hastened to the Blessed Virgin to impart the

sad tidings, and afford her some consolation during the short

time that he was absent from his divine Master.

As soon as Mary heard John relate the torments which

Jesus had suffered in that cruel night, and learned how her

divine Son had been seized by a brutal soldiery, led from the

Garden of Olives to Jerusalem, dragged, with a thousand

outrages, before Annas and Caiphas, and cast into a dungeon,

ther chamber, where the Blessed Vir'rfn fulfilled towards them the same duties of

humility that Christ did to his Apostles. This opinion is now generally rejectcd

by the best critics, and is triumphantly combated by Trombelli (Part I. dissert.

xxxiv.), who devotes himself especially to the refutation of Virgil Seldmuyr, a

paradoxical writer. (Thenhy a Mariana, p. xi. (ltuesl. vii. art. 6.)

* And Simon Peter followed Jesus, and so did another disciple : aud that

disciple was known to the high priest, and went in with Jcsna into the court of the

high priest. (John xviii. 15. See JASSENIUS and GALMET.)



LIFE OF THE BLESSED VIRGIN. 309

 

and how at last all the people with loud cries demanded his

death, the Blessed Virgin at once left her retreat and hastened

to Jerusalem.

If the son of Abraham was led upon the mountain to be

immolated, his mother did not wituess that great act, nor

even know it, as almost all the Fathers affirm ; for her

maternal heart would have been exposed to too great a trial,

and she would, perhaps, have expired at the very idea of so

great a sacrifice. Such was not Mary's condition ! The

Evangelists, it is true, in the account of the painful passion

of the Son, say nothing of the mother, except that she stood

at the foot of the cross. Was she present at the bloody fla

gellation and crowning with thorns ? Did she behold the

people convoked by Pilate ? Did she hear his sentence of

death ? Many maintain the opinion that she did, others

combat it.

Saint Bonaventure,* Saint Anselm,f and many other

ascetical writers maintain the affirmative, and number Mary

among the holy women who in tears followed the Man-God

afar off, and were so piously consoled by him. Trombelli

denies it absolutely,^ and will not have Mary mixed in and

confounded with the pious, but weak and despairing crowd. Yet

the Blessed Virgin, in the book of the Revelations of Saint

 

* In Vila Ckr.

f O Domina! quos fontes laerymarum dicam ernpisse de pudicissimis oculis

tuis cum nttenderes unicum (ilium tunra inuoceatem corum te flageltari, mactari

et carnem de carne tua ab impiis erudeliter disseeari ! (Stim. deo. amor. c. iv. |—

" O Lady, what founts of tears shall I say gushed from thy most chaste eyes, when

thou didst behold thy only innocent son scourged and mangled before thee, and

flesh of thy flesh eruelly torn by the impious."

J At ernci tantummodo ndfuit : cave enim putes iis nmlieribus fuisse admixtam

quaa de Christo ad necem dedncto dolebant. Has enim flentes uovimus : Virginia

etiam constantiu in eo etiam summa fuit, quod imllos gemitus, laorymas unUaa,

dum Christo patienti adstitit, fuderit. (Part I. das. xxxvi.)
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Bridget, says that she was present ; and as we have proposed

to rely on these revelations, as far as intelligent criticism per

mits, we do not hesitate to believe that our august mother

wished to see with her own eyes this mournful drama, or at

least met our Divine Redeemer, when bearing his cross, and

overwhelmed with the insults of an uubridled populace and

soldiery, he passed the gates of Jerusalem to proceed to

Calvary. " 0 mother of sorrow ! " piously exclaims Saint

Bonaventure, " why wast thou unchecked by the clamor of the

mob, the clang of arms, the fury of madmen, or the troop of

demons who had taken possession of these wretehes ? All

was braved by thee, because thy heart was filled with a

mighty sorrow ! " a " Mary," says Saint Anselm,f " saw her

son bound, and could not burst his bonds ; she saw him

wounded, and could not dress his wounds ; she saw his divine

face bathed in blood, and could not wipe it ; she wished to

draw nigh and press Jesus to her heart, and was repulsed."

* Cur non te tennit, O Domina, multitudo vulgi, nee armoram frequentia ?

Cur non te tonnit clumoris vehementiu ? Cur non te tennit sunltornm iusania ?

Car non te tennit dsemoniornm caterva ? Id non considerasti, qnia cor tnum

alienatum erat a te prse immenso dolore. (Stim. Am. p. I. c. iv.) A pions tradi

tion s:»ys that Jesus saluted his mother by these words : Hail. Mother. Faith, says

Chateaubriand, is not opposed to this tradition, which proves also, how the mar

vellons and sublime story of the passion has remained graven in the memory of

man. Eighteen centuries have passed ; endless persecntions and numberless re

volutions have failed to efface the remembrance of a mother monrning for her

Son! Father Geramb, in his pilgrimage to Jernsalem, says, that on the spot where

the Redeemer met his Blessed Mother, a chureh was erected under the title of

Mother of Sorrois; that the road which led to Calvary, and by which our Redeemer

passed, no longer exists, but that it is covered with houses, amid which rises a

tall column marking the ninth station. He adds, that Turkish fanaticism studied

to render the access more diflicult, by heaping up mounds of filth, so as to keep

the Christians off.

t Vidit ligatum et solvere non posnit : vidit vulneratum et vulnus ligare non

valnit; sangninem in faciem fluere, et abstcrgere neqnivit: volnit amplecti, et

non fnit permissuin.
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Mary's maternal love far surpassed the love of other moth

ers ; * she was the more afflicted and saddened as she knew

better the merit, the sanctity of her divine Son, and under

stood better the motives for which he suffered ; for, as Saint

Augustine teaches, where there is most intelligence, there is

most love. To be so near Jesus, and wituess the spectacle of

his divine martyrdom, is in Mary a fortitude beyond all forti

tude ; a pain surpassing all pain, that no words can express ! "

For ever separated from Abraham her spouse, the unhappy

Agar, with her beloved Ismael, wandered in the wilderness

of Bersabee ; the water, with which she had filled her jar on

starting, was spent ; she sees her child perishing with thirst.

In vain she seeks a spring, a drop of water to moisten the

parched lips of Ismael ; in vain she implores the clouds to

pour down a kindly shower. The wretehed mother has not

courage to approach her son : she sits down an arrow's distance

from him, and raising to heaven her streaming eyes, she said :

I shall not see my son die ; I cannot resist so great a trial.

When lo, an angel piously consoles her, and points out a

fountain of water ; and thus was the father of the Ismaelites

saved from death, f Mary was not like Agar ; she draws as

near her son as possible ; not only does her maternal love not

* Superat quippe etiam omuium ereaturarum amores magnitude amoris Virgi-

nis in (Ilium suum, ct dilectionis immensitas, qute liquefiebat animam ejus in eo.

(ST. IlERNAuins i--. Serm, de Nom. Maria.}

f " Abraham rose up in the morning, and taking bread and a bottle of water,

put it upon her shoulder, and delivered the boy, and sent her away. And she de

parted, and wandered in the wilderness of Bersabee. And when the water in the

bottle was spent, she cast the boy under one of the trees that were there. And

«he went her way, and sat over against him a great way off, as far as a bow can

carry, for she said, " I will not see the boy die ; " and sitting over against, she

lifted up her voice and wept. And God heard the voice of the boy, an'l au angel

called from heaven to Agar." (Genesis xxi. 14-17.)
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keep her away, it excites her to ascend Calvary ** with him,

and behold him die on the cross.

0 mother, stop ! Holy women, lead to your home that

afflicted mother ! Her eyes have wituessed enough, her heart

has already suffered too much ! Alas ! the path she has trod

is red with the hlood of her son, so that she can follow the

steps of Jesus in his crimson footprints,f But no, let her

pass freely, and let us rather follow her to the mountain of

sorrow and myrrh ; there Jesus will give her as a mother to

John, and she shall thus become the mother of all believers.

* Golgotha, a slightly elevated mount near Jernsalem, north and west of the

city. Tertullian, Bede, Saint Augustine, Saint Hilary, Saint Jerome, Saint

Cyril and others believe that Golgotha is in tie centre of the globe ; and that thus

was literally verified what David said of Christ : " He hath wrought salvation in

the midst of the earth." (Ps. Ixxiii. 12.) Be that as it may, it is also called

Calvary, because, according to an ancient tradition, the bones of Adam were saved

in the ark by Noe, and then distributed to his sons ; the skull fell to Sera, and was

buried by him on this mountain, or rather it is called Calvary, on account of the

number of skulls strewn around, because there criminals were buried. Silveira

(Lib. VIII. c. xiii. n. 15), on the authority of Saint Augustine, Saint Jerome, Ven

erable Bede, and Lyranus, believes that on this monutain took place the sacrifice

of Isaac, the figure of Christ.

t Ex vestigiis filii mei cognoscebam incessum ejus ; quo enim procedebat, ap-

parebat terra infusa songninis. (Si. BRIDGET, Rev. Lib. IV. c. Ixxvii.)

.
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CHAPTER V.

.fEBUS GIVES MARY TO JOHN, A8 HIS MOTHER.

AVAILED on the tree of the Cross between two

thieves, on the summit of Golgotha, the

 

Divine Redeemer was on the point of expi

ring. An immense multitude covered the

mountain on which was to be consummated

the greatest of crimes, the murder of the

Man God. All the spectators were not, however, animated

with the same sentiments. Some came to sate their eyes

with the sufferings of a seducer who expiated his imposture.

Others, led by a natural sentiment of curiosity, wished to see

the last moments of a man put to death with such fury by

the populace. Others, finally, were there, because in that dying

man they beheld the Messias, who, by giving all his blood and

resigning his soul into the hands of his heavenly Father, paid

the price of man's redemption. Among these last were
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doubtless several concealed disciples, and the holy women of

whom we have spoken ; but it is certain, for the Gospel says

so, that John and the Blessed Virgin were there also, with the

other three Marys ; that is to say, Mary, sister of the mother

of Jesus, Mary, wife of Cleophas, and Mary Magdalene.*

Was the mother of the Eternal Word standing, full of

heroic courage, or rather supernatural fortitude ; or did she

give way to groans and tears, overcome by the force of na

ture ? This question is mooted. Saint Ambrose says : " I

read in the Gospel that Mary stood, not that she wept." f

From the manner in which he returns to the point, some

have imagined that Mary did not burst forth into sobs and

shed tears, and was thus deprived of that great consolation of

grief ; J for experience teaches us that the pain is more in

tense when it is repressed and silent, § and has not even the

consolation of tears ; hence some imagine that they exalt

Mary's virtue the more, by representing her at the foot of the

cross, stoically firm in the deepest grief. For our part, we

believe that humble submission to God's will is perfectly

reconcilable with anguish of soul and rending of the heart,

• " Now there stood by the eross of Jesus his mother, and hi» mother's sister,

Mary of Cleophas, and Mary Magdalene." (St. John xix. 25.)

t Stantem lego, flentem non lego. (In comol. tfc obit. Valentiniani.') Stabiit

juxta erueem Mater, et fugientibus viris stabat intrepida . . . Spectabat piis oculis

filii vuluera, per quem sciebat omuibus faturam redemptionem. (De Justii. Viry.

cap. vii.) Thiers, cited by Benedict XIV. (Defrstis\ maintains in his treatise on

superstitious, that it is wrong to teach that Mary wept.

$ Dllultur laerymis egerlturque dolor.

OVID.

g I wept not : so all stone I felt within,

They wept: and one, my little Anseim, cried,

Thou lookest so I Father, what ails thec ? Yet

I shed no tear, nor answered all that day,

Nor the next night, until another sun

Came ont upon tho world.

DANTE'S INFIERNO, xzxtn. -47. (CARY'S translation.)

Dun"
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and that tears do not exclude real fortitude ; for this reason,

we think, with the best critics, that the Blessed Virgin wept,

and that her tears, so natural, especially in women, were a

remedy to her mortal grief ; just as a few drops of oil, poured

from time to time into a lamp, keep alive a light that would

otherwise soon extinguish for want of nutriment.

We shall not describe all the outrages and insults that

Mary beheld the mob heap on the head of her divine Son, as

she herself relates to Saint Bridget ; * we will only say that

the Blessed Virgin, as Saint Antoninus teaches,f stood by thp

cross,^ humble, with a face bathed in tears, and plunged

into an abyss of bitter grief.

Ah, she was not near the cross, she was nailed to it,§ for

she experienced in her heart all the sufferings that her divine

Son endured in soul and in every part of his body ; || so that

in that tabernacle of pain, says Arnold, abbot of Bonneval,

you might have seen two altars, one in the heart of Mary, the

other in the body of Jesus ; the sword that pierced the son's

flesh, pierced also the mother's soul.^[ All the cruelties

* In tempore illo audivi alios dicentes quod films mens latro, aliosque quod men-

dax, alios quod nullus dignior esset morte quam filius luens, ex quorum auditu di>lor

mens renovabatur. (SAINT BRIDGET, Revel. Ix.)

t In Sum, part 4. lib. 15. c. 41.

J Adrichomius (a 253) says that the Blessed Virgin and her holy companions

stood about fifteen palms from the eross ; in consequence of the circle formed by

the soldiers, within which none but the executioners entered. It is probable there

fore, that the three Marys nnd John stood facing the eross, and not at the foot of it,

as painters usually represent.

§ O Domina mea ! ubi stubas? Nnmquid tantum juxta erncem ? Imo in

ernce cum Filio eruciaris ; ibi enim erncifixa es secum ; hoc solum restat quod

ipse in corpore, tu vero in corde es passa ; nee non singulu vuluera per corpus ejus

dispersa in tuo corde generaliter sunt unita, quia nempe tuam ipsius animam dolo-

ris gladius pertransivit. (SAINT BONAVENTCRE, Stim. Amorii, I. c. iii.)

|| Ven. BEIJ.ARMINE. De septem verbis Domini, § 3.

1 Guerric. the abbot, and disciple of Saint Bernard, uses langnage similar to

that of the abbot of Bonneval. " Plane juxta erucem Jesu Maria stabat, cujus
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wreaked on the bodies of the martyrs, are nothing compared

to the interior sufferings of our holy heroine.0 By the tears

which flowed in abundance from Mary's eyes, the pallor of her

countenance and her groans f did not render her less beauti

ful or less suffering in the eyes of God.^ The Church in all

her supplications to the Mother of Sorrows, invokes her in

pathetic hymns, which represent her moaning, desolate, and

with eyes bathed in tears, beside the cross of her divine Son.

The chief priests, the scribes, the Pharisees, the gnards

who were stationed on Golgotha to wateh this bloody sacrifice,

might, to render it still more cruel, have driven from the

mount the faithful souls that, tender and recollected, stood by

mentem dolor simnl cmcis crncifigebut, snamque ipsins animam tnam multiplex

pertransibat gladius, qiumtis confossum corpus filii cernebat vuineribos. (3erm.

quart, de Aisumpt.)

* Qnidqnid cmdelitatis inflictum est corporibus martyrnm leve fnit, aut p >tins

nihil comparatione tura passionis. (SAINT ASSELM, De Erceli. Viry.)

\ Facies ejus (Virginis) omnino lacrymis erat perfusa, prorsus pallida, et tan-

qnam mortna, vox fracta, oculi turbati, fusi in lacrymis. (Jiud GERSON, t. III.)

$ " Stabat Mater dolorosa,

Juxta Orncem lacrymosa,

Bntu pecndebat ftlius, &c."

•• At the cross her statlon keeping,

Stood the monrnful mother weeping,

Close to Jesue to the last."

This prose was composed, it is said, by the Blessed Jaenpone di Todi ; it is probable

that many others were chanted in the fonrteenth century, when modern poetry

began. Among other hymns may be mentioned that written by Saint Bernard,

beginning :

Salve, mnndl saIntare,

Salve, Salve, Jesu care ;

Crnel me aptare

Vollem vere, tu se!s quaro ;

Da inihi tni coplam.

Ac si [incscns sis. accedo,

lmo to pneasentem credo.

O qiium mnndum hie to cernol

Ecce tlbl me prosterno ;

Sia iiicilis ad veniam, &c., &o.
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Jesus in his bloody passion, and thus deprive him of so sweet

a consolation. But they did not, either not to interfere with

the common usage among the Jews of accompanying and

standing by the condemned, or because the death of this Just

One more than any other permitted it.

Mary is said to have stood on the right side of the cross,

and fixed an eye of compassion on the body of her Son,* on

his wounds, streaming with blood, the price of our redemp

tion ; on the left stood Saint John, meditating on the suffer

ings of his expiring Master. As Jesus saw that the time had

come for him to speak to these persons so dear to him, he

cast a sweet look on each ; f the eyes of the Divine Redeemer

met those of Mary and John ; and Jesus said to his Mother :

" Woman, J behold thy son ; " and to John : " Behold thy

mother."

 

* Saint Ambrose (Lib. X. in fetc.), Saint Bonaventure (Life of Chrisf), Cor

nelius a Lupide (m Matth. ), and others, think t)mt Jesus was erucified eatirely

naked. Others believe not, and they add, that the Blessed Virgin covered him

with her veil, which, according to the Jewish custom, was very long, and might

envelope the whole body. St. Bridget in her Revelations (Bk. I. c x., and Bk. IV.

c. Ixx.) says that some one ran np with a veii. " Unus tune accurrens apportavit

sibi velumen." So too Saint Cbrysologus teaches (Lib. X. Hom. XXI.) : " Al

though Christ was entirely stripped by the soldiers, a charitable hand furnished

a cloth to maintain decency ; this St. Anaelm thinks so true, that he does not hesi

tate to say, that the Blessed Virgin took the veil off her own head for the purpose."

t Saint Bridget (/2ey. Lib. fV. c. Ixx.) deseribes how Jesus gazed upon his

Blessed Mother : " So drenched was my Son in blood, that he could not even be

hold me standing by his eross, except by closing bis eyelids to expel for a momeat

the thick coming blood."

. J Jesut ca'.led Mary iromm and not mnther, for the reason which we have already

assigned in the first chapter of the third book, and also not to excite her grief, by

pronouncing a name that would awaken her love for her divine Son. Sister Aouo

Catharine Emmerich, an Augnstinian nun, makes a beautiful reflection on this, iu

the Revelations made to her on the Passion of Our Lord. This servaat of God,

who died in the oilor of sanctity iu 1824, says, that Jesus does not call her

mother, but woman, because she was the woman who was to erush the head of the

infemml serpent, a fact accomplished iu the death of Jesus Christ.

I/lit:
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Brief anil laconic as are these words, they are full of

doctrine and mysteries. In them, according to the Fathers,

we behold first, the solicitude of Jesus for his blessed Mother.

When Jesus was still an infant, Joseph took care of her ;

after Joseph's death, her Divine Jesus replaced him in

gnarding his holy mother, and now that he is about to ascend

to heaven, he would not leave her without a support, a conso

lation, and a gnardian. In this last act we see a solemn

confirmation of the divine Maternity of the Virgin, from

whose womb Jesus issued ; and in it, too, we behold among

other things a lesson given to children, for Jesus teaches them

by his example always to take care of their parents.0 Here

too we find a reward given to the virginity of John, by which

he deserved that his dying Redeemer shonld confide to him

the Queen of Virgins, a reward of that noble constancy with

which he alone of all the apostles, followed Christ to Calvary :

in fine, we find there the union of all the virtues that consti

tute a good son. As Saint Cyril observes,f the Redeemer in

the same words recommends John to his mother and his

mother to John. Now this identity in the form of langnage,

* Moralis igitur insinnatur locus, et exemplo suo iustrnit prseceptor bonus, ut a

filiis piis impendatur cura parentibus ; ita ut lignum illni, ubi erant fixa membra

morientis, etiura cathedra fucrit maglstri docentis. (ST. ACGUSTINE.) "A moral duty

ia implied, and onr good Master teaches by his example, that good children should

take care of their parents ; sO that that tree, on which tho limbs of the dying

were fixed, became too the chair of the master teaching."

t Commendavit discipulo ut officia filii in earn observaret, matrem similiter

admonnit ut parentis in disci nilum auctoritatem haberet : amore videlicet et

charitate non minus conjungi volnit, qnam si natura maxima propinqnitate con

junctl essent. (SAINT CYRIL.) "He commended her to his disciple, that he

might render her the dnty of a son, at the sama time he admonished his mother to

exereise over the disciple the rights of a mother ; wishing them to be no less

closely bonn:l i i love and charity, than if by nature they were united Li the closest

ties of bl0od."
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f

supposes an identity of duty ; Mary was to find in John a

filial zeal, and John in Mary a maternal solicitude. Nothing

better could be given to John than Mary, who had been chosen

to be the mother of God ; and nothing could be given to Mary

better than John, " the disciple that Jesus loved." Could

the Messias expiring on the cross leave a richer, more pre

cious legacy ? 0 blessed John, to whom Mary is given as a

mother ! I believe that the beloved disciple then overcoming

every obstacle, pressed to the foot of the cross to cover it with

kisses of affection, and thank his divine Master for bequeathing

to him as a mother, the mother of the Incarnate Word, while

Mary, beholding her divine Son expire on the cross, meditated

in her sonl the secret mystery of the words he uttered.

In fact, John could not have on earth a greater or more

enviable happiness than to be given as a son to Mary. But

it was not so with the Blessed Virgin ; for she beheld a

stranger substituted for the frnit of her chaste womb, the

disciple substituted for his master, the sinner for the sinless,

a man for God. " Ah," exclaims Saint Bernard, " if we onr

selves, with our flinty hearts, cannot think of that exchange

withont experiencing profound grief, what must not have been

the grief of the Mother ot God ! " 0

What doubtless alleviated this bitterness, was Mary's

knowledge of John's admirable virtues, and that by this

divine testament f she was given as a mother to all Chris-

• Quomodo non tnam affectuosissimam animam pertrausivit lucc auditio,

quando nostra, licet saxen, licot ferrea peetorn, sola recordatio scindit. (Senm.

XIf. df Stdl.) " How these worda piereed thy most loving heart ! when our hearts

of stone, nay of iron, are rent at the very recollection."

t Testabatur de crnce Christus et testamentum . . . signabat Joannes, dignns

tanto testatore testis. (SAiNr AMRROSE, in Lnc. XXIII.) " Christ made his

testament on the cross, and John, worthy wituess of such a testator, signed the

testament."
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tians. For, as Saint Bernard well observes,* John is a

proper name, but disciple is a common name, and hence he

shows that Mary is given as a mother to all the faithful.

Indeed the words of Scripture, as we know, have several

significations. Besides the literal and historical sense, there

is the spiritual sense, that is the sense which results from the

spirit of things. Saint Augustine tells us clearly that we

must understand in a spiritual sense all that Christ wrought

corporally.f By this testament of the Divine Redeemer we

are assimilated to Saint John, and the only difference

between his adop'.ion and ours, is that John was the occa

sional, proximate, immediate object of filiation ; and that we

are the final, mediate and remote object. " The one is the

figure and the prophecy," says Father Joachim Ventura ; J

the other the prefigured, the term, the complement. In the

former sense, Jesus acted as the real son of Mary and master

of Saint John, and as such he wished to console his mother

and reward his disciple. In the latter sense, he acted as the

real Redeemer and Saviour of men, and as such he wished to

give them Mary as a refuge and aid in the way of salvation ;

and as in the person of Christ one quality does not exclude

another, so in his words one sense does not exclude the other.

Our adoption is then as real as John's, and the words of

Jesus contain alike the mystery and solemn act of our adop

tion."

Thus did our merciful Redeemer accomplish in another

* " Joannes est nomen particulars ; discipulus commune, nt denotetur quod

Maria omnibus datur in matrem." (Tom. I. Serm. Iv.) The Fathers indeed style

John the representative, the personification of all mankind.

t Dominus noster Jesus Christus, qua> fuciebat corporaliter, etiam spiritualiter

volebut intelligi. (Serm. xliv. ete. Verb'a Uomini.)

I Mother of God, Mother of men, or an explanation of the mystery of the 1Jlesscd

Vayin at thefoot of the erosi. (Pt. I. ch. v.) .
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sense the promise which he had made not to leave us or

phans,* since he not only made us his adoptive children, but

became our brother, and at the moment of his death gave us

as a mother Her, who, according to the expression of St.

Ephrem, is the asylum of orphans, susceptrix orphanorum.

O what pains this maternity cost the Blessed Virgin ! We

have already in part recounted them : what remain for us to see

are still greater. Saint John Damascenus,f and with him most

of the Fathers, teach that she suffered pains that she did not

experience in bringing forth her divine Son. Saint Bridget

says,;j; that when our Redeemer pronounced these words,

spoken in some respects to console her, she was seized with

trembling and nearly swooned, so that Saint John and the

holy women ran up to support her.

If the aged Tobias,§ seeing himself on the verge of the

grave, charged his son, as Ecclesiasticus |] does, not to forget

his mother and all that she had endured in bringing him into

the world, how can we forget Mary, we whom she bore on

Calvary, at the foot of the cross, amid sighs and tears ? Let

us often think of the pains of that mystic childbirth, and

increase the ever too small number ^[ of those who remember

* "I will not leave you orphans." (John xiv. 18.)

t Quia dolores quos eH'ugit parturiendo, sustinuit in eruce compatiendo. i Lib.

IV. e. xv. de Fide Orthodox.)

J Vi:ii tune ejus matrem moestissimam, quasi trementem et semimortumm,

qnam consolabantur Joannes et alii, sorores ejus qme tune stabant non longe a

eruce ad partem dexterain. (Rev. Lib. VII. c. xv.)

§ TORIAS iv. 4.

II Forget not the groanings of thy mother. (Ecclesiasticus vii. 29.)

T Respicio ad oumes qui in mundo sunt, si forte siat aliqui qui compaticutur

tnihi, et recogitent dolorem nienm, et valde paucos invenio. Ideo, film men, tu

tamen non obliviscaris mei, vide dolorem menm. (SAINT BRIDGET, Lib. ii. c.

xxxiv.) I look to all in the world, to find some to sympathize with me, and con

sider my sorrow, and I find but few. My daughter, do not thou forget me, see

my anguish I

I HURT



LIFE OF THE BLESSED VIRGIN.

 

her sufferings and can sympathize in them. 0 how happy we

shall be under the protection of so loving a mother ! 0 Who

will venture to wrest us i'rom her bosom ? What temptation,

what trouble will ever be able to overcome us, if we confi

dently put ourselves under her powerful patronage ? O happy

confidence ! 0 assured refuge ! The mother of God is also

our mother, exclaims Saint Anselm : f with what certainty

should we not hope, when salvation depends on the will of a

good brother and a loving mother ? Let us rejoice, then, at

the incomparable honor which the divine Mercy has done us ;

let us thank God for a benefit, such as the greatest audacity

and temerity could never conceive, much less hope. With

Saint Germanus, let us turn our hearts to Mary, and say to

onr dear Lady, our august Mother : " 0 our Queen, sole

comfort after God, gnide of our way, s;aff of our wcakness,

treasure of our poverty, balsam of our wounds, solace in our

pain, hope of our salvation, hear our words, take pity on us,

0 our Sovereign, our life, our support, our hope, our strength."\

* Qnam bene nohis erit suh pnesidio tanto mntris! Qnis detrshere aadebit

de sitm ejus? QRIB nos tentatio ant turbatio supcnire poterit confidentes in patro-

cinio matris Dei et nostrse ? (BELLARMINE.)

t 0 beata fiducia, 0 t> tum refugium. Mater Dei rst mater mea ! qua certitudine

igitur debemns sperare quoniam sulus do boni fratris et pioa uintris arbitrio. (In

deprec. ad DelfKimm.)

I In Ficom. Dap.
 



 

CHAPTER VI.

MARY AT THE DEATH OF HER SON SHE BEHOLDS HIS SIDE

PIERCED WITH A LANCE.

 

darkness* had covered the earth at the mo

ment, when the Man God, prefigured by the brazen

serpent, was elevated on the cross. Thus did s.'nse-

less, material things presage the coming death of

their Creator.

* This eclipse was miraculous, because, contrary to the ordinary laws of nature,

the full moon came between the earth and the sun, and remained in conjunction

for three hours. Saint Dionysius the Areopngite, who was an eye-wituess of this

eclipse, thus describes it: "We were both standing at Htliopolis, looking, when

unexpectedly the moon came before the sun ; nor was it the time of the conjunc

tion, and yet there it remained on the sun's disk from the ninth hour to evening'

•Ei'at. 7. I'd Palijr.) Moved at so strange a sight, the Areopagite exclaimed,

" Hither the God of nature suffers, or the fabric of the universe totters." Corne

lius a F.apide adds (I'cmment. in Matt. xxvii. 23), on the mithority of the ancient

historiaus, that the Athenians, by the advice of Dionysius, raised an altar to the

UNENOWN Gm>, from which Saint Paul took his tc*t to preach Christ.

Some commentators have said that this darkness was as dense as that of Egypt,
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The Evangelists, Saint Luke, Saint Mark, and Saint

Matthew, say that the friends of Jesus stood looking on, from

al'arx)ff, what transpired on the mountain,0 and that there were

present some of the holy women who had followed him from

so that people could not recognize each other. This does not seem to us probable ;

f'>r then the inscription on the cross conld not have been read, and many other

fncts which took place on Calvary would he inexplicable. We rather believe, that

the sun was darkened as usnal in total eclipse, in which there always remains a

twilight. It is trne that Origen (Tr. 35. m Malt.) relates that Phlegonrhes, a frecd-

mnn of the Emperor Adrian, an exact chronologist, stated in his writings, that on

that occasion the stars were seen in the heavens. " Qnarto autem anno C02

Olympindis defectio solis est facta ; dies hora sexta, ita in tenebrosam noctem

versus ut stellse in coelo visse sunt." And though Origen himself, with Lyranns

and Maldonado (Matt. xxvii.) think that this darkness covered oaly Judea, yet it is

the general opinion of the Fathers, that it spread over the whole earth. Eu*-

bins (.St. ix. c. vi.) and Tertullian (Apoky. c. xxi. ) say that the Romans insoiilied

this phenomenon in their annals as an extraordinary thing, and the testimony of

Dionysius the Areopagite confirms it ; for how conld he have seen the eclipse at

Heliopolis, if it had not been universal ?

« St. Mark says that it was the third hour of the day when our Lord was crn

cified I xv. 15), and Saint John that it was on the Parnsceve, abont the sixth hour,

when I'ilate said to the Jews : " Behold your king." (six. 14.) There is an ap

parent contradiction between the acconnts of the two Evangelists, bnt all doubt

will disappear, when we reflect that the Jews divided the day as well as the night

into twelve honrs ; now it follows that the hours varied in 1 -ngth according to the

season. The night w:is divided into f.ur e ;n:l parts, c-illed the first, second, third,

and iburth watehes ; and the day was also divided inro fonr equal parts, called

l rime, which began at suurise, Tieree, Sext, lu:d None. Sext always began at

noon, and Tieree lasted till then. Now it was ciummon in writing and in conver-

sntion to connt indifferently by these divisious of the day, or by the hours, Suint

John in his Gospel has counted by the hours. In chap. i. v. 39, he speiiks of the

tenth honr. Saint Mark, cn the contrary, uses the divisions of the day. The

former then by saying : "abont the sixth hour," means actnally the sixth hour

from suurise; the latter, on the other hand, adopts the divisious, saying: "it was

the third honr," meaning the division Tieree, and it was abont the end of that di

vision, tlunt is to .-ay a few moments before mid-day or Sext. Moreover, the period

which elapsed between the honr indicated by one Evangelist and that indicated by

tin: other, wus more than the Jews reqnired to go from the pretorium to Calvary.

Other explanations uro also given. We shall here cite Snint Thomas (3 pt. q. 46.



LIFE OF THE BLF.SSED VIRGIN. 325

 

Galilee to Jerusalem ; naming among these women, Mary

Magdalene, Mary the mother of James the less and of Joseph,

and Salome the mother of the sons of Zcbedee. Yet we are

not told that the Mother of our Saviour was among them. The

Fathers and Doctors hold for certain that Mary did not leave

that mountain of sorrow, and that she remainert with John

near the cross. The latter relates, as an eye-witness, that one

of the soldiers opened the side of Jesus with a spear. We

shall not endeavor to recount Mary's affliction, for it is not

given to the mind of man to fathom such grief, nor to the

lips of man to unfold it. He who sails upon the ocean,

thinks he is always reaching the land, and the land seems to

be ever flying from him, so immense is the sea : even so he

who would speak of Mary's sorrow, when he thinks that he

has said all that is possible, finds that he has still endless

things to say. Every instant of Jesus' agony brings new pain

to Mary, because at every instant she sees in her divine Son

suffering added to suffering, and all that he suffers is cruelly

reflected in the heart of his most blessed mother, like the rays

of the sun in the ripple of a gentle stream. Who, indeed, can

describe all that our august Queen suffered, when she heard

him in that fearful agony complain : " My God, my God,

art. 9. ail. 2), who following Saint Augnstine, wyo : " Quanquam non desunt qui

per Purasceven, quam Joaunes commcmorat dicens : erat 1'araicece, horum dici

scxtam veliat intelliirl. Parasceve quippe interprctatur prteparatio. Verum an-

tenu Pascho, quod in Passione Domini celebratur, incepit prrcpamri ab hora noctis

noun, quando scilicet ornncs principes sacerdotmm dixerunt : Reused m'iriis. Ab ilia

ergo noctis hora usque ad Christi erncifixionom occurrit hora Puasoeve sexta

eeeundum Joannem, et hora dici tertia secundum Marcum."—Some by the word

Purasceve used by John, would understand the sixth hour of the dn y, for Purnsceve

means preparation : but the Pasch celebrated in the Passion of Our Lord, began

its preparation at the ninth hour of the ni^ht, when the chief priests all said : " He

is guilty of death." From that hour of the night till the Crucifixion nf Christ,

was the rfxth hour of the Purasceve, according to Joha, and the third hour of

day, according to Mark.
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why hast thou forsaken me ? " 0 when she heard him plead in

vain for a few drops of water to quench his burning thirst,

and finally, as he gave up his soul into the hands of his

Father, utter that loud cry which revealed a God ? What

indeed signified that mighty word uttered by Christ at that

supreme moment, but that he remained as God, full of

strength and life, or that he died voluntarily at the moment

when he chose to die ?

Scarcely had our Redeemer uttered from his cross this

last word, messenger of glory for him and his people,f than

the earth responded to the signs of grief which the heavens

had displayed three hours before. A fearful earthquake

shook it s >, that it seemed torn from its very base ; the

hardest rock flew in fragments ; the graves opened, and many

bodies of the saints arose. All announced the death of the

Man God, and heaven and earth shudderingly united their

bitter reproach. 0 prodigy ! the veil of the temple was rent

asunder. This was the veil which divided from the accessible

* Saint Bridget thus speaks of Mary's grief at these words of Jesus, words

which sho conld never forgot : " Words, that till I entered heaven, I could never

forget, beenuse he uttered them moved more by my pain than hi" own. Then the

pallor of death oversprer.d su''h parts as could be seen throngh the streams of blood;

his cheeks closed on his jaws, his ribs could be numbered : his wasted body

eoll;ipsed, his nostrils pinched, his heart was breaking, his whole frame qniv

ered."

t Saint Paul in his Epistle to the Hebrews (v. 7), speaking of the prayer of

Christ, says : '' AVho in the dnys of his flesh, with a strong cry and tours, offering

up prayers and supplications to him that was able to save him from death, was

heard for his reverence." Now this text shows clearly thnt Jesus Christ, as priest

offering the victim, prayed God to render him a glorions life, and not leave him in

the power of death (Ps. xv. ', as in f;ict came to pass. How else conld it be

said that " God was able to save him from death, and that he was heard for bis

reverence ? " that is for his profonnd submission ; or, as others explain it, not so

mnch as a favor, but from his merit, because the Father beheld in the oblation of

the Son an infinite dignity, and an immense price which nothing could eqnaL

I
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part the Holy of Holies, in which none but the high priest

could enter, and he only once a year. *

This prodigy, according to the common opinion of the

Doctors, announced that the sacraments, previously shown to

men only under the veil of symbol, were about to be shown to

them really ; or as other interpreters of the Sacred Scriptures

sav, that heaven, of which that holy place, till then closed to

men, was a figure, was at last opened to all by the death of

Jesus and the infinite merit of his blood.

The effect of this divine sacrifice was seen at once, for the

Centurion f who commanded the soldiers, and stood opposite

the cross, hearing that loud cry, and feeling the earth quake

beneath his feet, could not refrain from acknowledging and

glorifying in that Crucified One, the Just, the Son of God.

The noble example was followed by the other guards, who,

seized with respectful awe, also exclaimed : " Truly he was

the Son of God." Nor did the soldiers alone proclaim the

divinity of Jesus Christ ; the whole crowd gathered on Calvary

did so, moved at what they had seen : |hey went away

striking their breasts.^ Thus the spot which had just wit

nessed so many blasphemies, outrages, and cruelties to the

* There are ninny opinions as to this veil, which was before the Holy of

Holies; Origen (7'r. 06. in Matth.) and Saint Jerome \1'f. l.'iO.) say that it covered

the tabernacle. Saint Leo iSt-rm. X. de f'ass.\ Saint Cyril, Anthymus, and Ly-

raims : in Matt. xxvii. i with many modern "utlmrs, *uy that it veiled ouly the

part accessible only to the high priest. Others believe thnt it was rent by the

archangel thnt guarded it. (ST. Jons CHRYSKSTOM, Hom. Ixix. in Joan.)

f Some say that the Centurion was Cuius Oppius, a Spaniard. The most re

ceived opinion is that his mune wus Longious, a native of Rome, or of Anatolia,

who, afterwards baptized by the Apostle, was through the efforts of the Jews pnt

to death either in Cappadocia or Syria. The conversion of the soldiers and of the

erowd was doubtless due to Christ's prayer : " Father, forgive them ; for they know

not what they do." [Luke xxiii. 34.)

J And all the multitude of them that were come together to that sight, and

saw the things that were done, returned striking their breasts. (Luke xxiii. 48.)
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Messias, bocame in a moment the scene of sighs, tears, and

profound repentance, if not of all, at least of a great part of

the people, who acknowledged the crime which Jerusalem had

committed.

The death of Christ having taken place on the Parasc'Vi,

that is to say, on the Preparation of the Salbatli, the Jews,

who observed the Mosaic law rather according to the letter

than the spirit, instead of being convinced by the manifes

tation of so many prodigies, by the voices that proclaimed the

divinity of the Crucified One, resolved that according to the

law* (unless they wore impelled by a more cruel design f),

the bodies should not remain on the crosses, that the solem

nity of so great a d:iy might not be sullied by the bloody

spectacle. Hence they went to Pilate, and asked him to

break the legs of the crucified according to the custom, and

then to take them down from the crosses. Pilate consented.

Anl upon this the furious soldiers again returned to Calvary,

to execute with cruelty the order which they had themselves

solicited ; but seeing that Jesus was dead, they refrained from

breaking his legs, thus verifying to the letter the law given in

Exodus J and Numbers,§ as to the paschal lamb, a figure

of Christ : " Neither shall you break a bone thereof ; " a law,

of which the interpreters do not give a harmonious explana

tion.

* In Denteronomy xxi. 22, it rends thus: "When a man hath committed a

erime for which he is to be punished with death, and being condeumed to die, is

hanged on n gibbet, his body shall not remain upon the tree, but shall be buried

the same day, for he is accursed of God that hangeth on a tree, and thou 'halt not

defile thy laud."

•i Cornelius a Lapide (in Joan, xix.) says, that it is probable that the Jews, es

pecially in hatred of Christ, and to martyrize him more, nsked that the legs of tho

eruciiivd i-himld be broken ; and Baronius believes that they gave Jesus vinegar to

drink, iu order to prol >ng his life and torture.

Exodus xii. 46. § Numbers U. 12.
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t

One of the soldiers * (not perhaps with the view of com

mitting a cruel outrage, but to see whether Jesus was dead, or

because, as some think, Pilate had ordered the soldiers not

to break the legs of the Nazarene, in compliance -with the

request of the Jews,f but to finish him nobly if he was still

alive), one of the soldiers took his spear and plunged it into

the side of Christ so violently, that he seemed to pierce him

through and through.^ This savage thrust opened in the

right side a wound, as Malaneo § tells us, as wide as a hand.

This opinion obtains an apparently evident confirmation

from the words of Thomas,|| and those of Our Lord^[ to that

* Some believe this soldier to be the same Longinus as the Centurion of whom

we have spoken. Cornelius a Lapide shows the improbability of this, by saying

that Longinus having just before acknowledged the divinity of Christ, would not

have dared to commit such an action ; nt least would not have committed it with a

violence betraying anger, as it was revealed to St. Bridget, he did. Finally, if it

was the same Centurion, the Evangelist would have given him the title, and not

said simply " one of the soldiers." It is probable, however, as the same commen

tator thinks, that his name may have been Longinus, which led to his being con

founded with the Centurion. This soldier is said to have been one-eyed, -and to

have gained by a drop of the precious blood corporal and spiritual sight. The

Church honors him as a Saint.

t This opinion is given by Christian Drnthamar (in Matt. xxvii.1, and by John

Gregory (t» Calvar. Lext. 62). \Ve cannot say how far it will stand the test of

eriticism.

J " Thou must think, my daughter, that my son was struck so bitterly and so

mercilessly in the heart, that the lance did not stop till it touched the opposite

side, and both parts of the heart were on the lance." (ST. BRIDGET. Rec. Lab. II.

c. xxi.) In the 15th chapter of the seventh book she adds: " And so fierce did he

drive the spear into his right side, that the spear almost pierced the opposite side

of his body, and when it was drawn out, at onee there gushed violently ont a per

fect river of blood ; the iron head and part of the handle of the spear coming from

the body all red and stained with blood.

§ 2M Vulnere lateris, c. xx.

I Except I shall see in his hands the print of the nails, and put my finger into the

place of the nails, and pnt my hai;d into his side, I will not believe. (John xxv. 25.)

^[ "Pnt in thy fin ;er hither and see my hands, and bring hither thy hand and

put it into my blue ; and be not faithless, but believing." (John xx. 27.) 
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disciple, when, to convince the latter of his glorious resurrec

tion, Jesus bade him in the presence of all the other disciples

put his hand in his side : which dispenses us from citing other

proofs, such as the length of the lance.0 But that was

the time of miracles and graces, and a new prodigy was added

to the many wrought on that eventful day, for from the

wound issued immediately blood and water. If real blood

and water flowed from the divine side of Jesus, as Pope

Innocent has defined and as Snarez proves,! this was surely

a miracle ; for live and smoking blood, great as may be a

wound, cannot flow naturally from a body that has lost all its

vital heat. Moreover, were not our Divine Redeemer's veins

exhausted by the wounds which he had already received before

his death ? How then could blood flow from them in abun

dance ? How could that water gush from that sacred breast ?

 

* If we are to believe Andrew, Bishop of Crete, who flourished in the seventh

century, the sacred spear was fonnd by the Empress Stunt Helena, at the same time

and in the same place as the cross and nails. The Venerable Bede (de lac. Ssme),

says: " Lunoea militis inserta hnbetur in crnce lignea in portica martyrii, cujus

I ,, i ' I ' in dnas intereisum partes a tota veneratur civitate."—" The soldier's

lance is kept fixed in a wooden cross in the portico of the martyrdom (thmt

is in the Chureh of the Holy Sepulehre), and the staff, now divided in two,

is venerated by the whole city." In the year 1092 the iron point was found

again in the temple of Antioch, the Apostle Saint Andrew having revealed it

to a priest of Marseilles. From Antioch it was transferred to Jernsalem, and

thence to Constantinople when Godfrey de Bonillon took that city. The Em

peror Baldwin II. being in want of money, pledged it with the sponge to the Ve

netians ; but the holy king of France, Lonis IX., redeemed both relics. The staff

of the lance was preserved at Constantinople, in the Chureh of St. John. Ma-

homet II., on taking that city in 1453, ordered this relic to be preserved in the

imperial treasury, with the other relics of the Chureh; his son Bajazet, in H92,

sent an ambassador to offer it to Pope Innocent VIII., and that Pontiff placed it in

the Vatican Basilica. That chureh still has the honor of possessing it among its

most remarkable relics, and on certain days, presents it to the veneration of the

Sovereign Pontiff, and^wople. (BARomos.)

+ Tom. IL 3. p. disp. 41. Sect. 1.

-*
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There is then a great mystery in this miracle, whether with

Saint Augustine * we hehold in the abundance of the blood

and water the symbol of the sacraments, which in his mercy

Christ has left his church ; or with Saint Jerome,f we behold

in the water the figure of baptism and in the blood martyr

dom ; or finally, as the Seraphic Doctor believes,^ the vision

of God was symbolized in the mysterious opening of the

divine side, since the vision of God is the consummation of

grace and the last fruit of beatitude promised by Jesus to the

church his spouse. Before continuing these considerations,

which fill the heart of a Christian with great consolation,

when he thinks of the immense love of Christ for man, we

cannot refrain from casting a pious look on the Blessed Virgin,

and thinking how much she must have suffered in that last

act. For here the pain was entirely hers. The other suffer

ings which our divine Lord endured were all, as we have said,

reflected in the heart of Mary, since her divine Son, already

dead, could no longer suffer. Jesus then received the blow,

but Mary the pain. The lance struck the lifeless body of

Jesus Christ, but Mary's living heart felt it. The spear that

opened the side of the Son, opened the Mother's heart, and

opened it so cruelly, that many holy Fathers do not hesitate

to affirm that this was the sword foretold by the aged Simeon.

By this unspeakable pain Mary is above all martyrs ; and if

her consolation and joy flow from the example of Chris-t, from

Christ too came the bitterness of her grief : for she had

beheld in him her son and her God suffer infinitely ; and as

she herself revealed to Saint Bridget,§ it was a great miracle

that she did not expire of grief, considering those impious men,

Tract. 1 20 in Joan.

In Slim. I. c. xii

t Epist. 83.

§ I!'-'' 1. c. X.
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who, not content with outraging, crucifying, and putting him

to death, wreaked their fury, more cruel than tigers, ou his

lifeless corpse, repaying by the most insulting wickedness, the

infinite charity of our DrVine Redeemer.

st

3 Jl •

 



 

CHAPTETl VII.

MARY WITNESSES THE DESCENT FROM THE CROSS, AND FOLLOWS

JESUS TO THE GRAVE.

i SOEVER did woman suffer so much or so constantly

as she whose history we read in the second book of

Machabees.* That intrepid mother beheld her

seven sons, her love and hope, suffer before her very

eyes, and expire slowly in the most cruel tomrents,

for the observation of the mosaic law. The skin was

torn from their heads, their hands and feet were cut off, their

 

* This woman whose death is chronicled ia II. Machabees, chapter vii., is called

the Mother of the Seven Machabees. It is believed that they received this name

from having been pnt to death in the persecntion, during which Judas, with his

brethren, fonght gloriously against the enemies of God and his people. They were

martyred at Antioch, and their tombs were still shown in Saint Jerome's time at a

spot where a church was subsequently erected in their honor, as SVmt Augustine

mentions. (Serm. f. Machab.} They were Judas, Jonathas, ani Simeon, sous of

Matathia*. called Machabees ? It is commouly believed that this name is formed

of the initials of these words in Hebrew : " O Lord, who is like thee aaiong the

strong ? "

j- •
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tongues cut off, and they expired amid the flames. Now the

mother seeing her seven sons expire in one day, suffered with

constancy, and exhorted each of her children, fall of wisdom

and fortitude, as the sacred text says,* and uniting the heart

of a man to the love of a woman. At last the mother suffered

death after her children, and, with her brow wreathed with the

martyr's crown, went to meet her sons in Abraham's bosom.

This extraordinary and superior woman, as Saint Augustine

says, was not once but seven times a martyr, for she was as

often a martyr as she had been a mother. The sufferings of

her children, were her sufferings ; their groans amid their

torments, found an echo in her heart, and she felt all the

pangs of death in each son in whom she saw life extinguish.

And yet, can the grief of this heroic mother be compared to

the grief of Mary ? If the mother of the Machabees lost her

seven sons, Mary felt her soul pierced by seven swords of steel,

that is, by her seven chief dolors. These two mothers both

remained intrepid at the death of their sons ; but there is this

difference between these two martyrdoms ; one, indeed, in a

few hours beheld her seven sons expire in torments ; but

Mary lost a son more precious than all sons, that is to say, a

God. She beheld him expire on the cross, after a life devoted

entirely to the welfare of men ; and she beheld the impious

Jews f accumulate on that divine head torment on torment

and outrage on outrage.

* '* Being filled with wisdom, and joining a man's heart to a woman's thought,

she cmid to them : I know not how you were formed in my womb ; for I neither

gave you breath, nor soul, nor life, neither did I frame the limbs of every one of

you ; bnt the Crea'or of the world that formed the "nativity of man, and that found

ont the origin of all, he will restore to you again in his mercy both breath and

life, as now you despise yourselves for the sake of his laws." (II. Mach. vii. 21-23.)

t The Passion of Christ lasted about fifteen hours, that is to say from miduight

on Thursday, when according to Saint John Chrysostom, and Saint Augustine, he

was put in prison, till three o'clock on Friday afternoon, when be expired.
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We left Mary on Calvary, living only by a miracle, after

the spear-thrust which struck Jesus after his death. The

friends of the Mother of Sorrows, it might seem by force

I'd her from that mount, and John, to whose care she had

been confided, accompanied her to her abode. But it was not

si, either because custom reqnired parents to follow to the

grave the mortal remains of their children,0 or because Mary

was to rise to the highest degree of fortitude and courage.

After the death of our Divine Redeemer, it was necessary

to bury him promptly, on account of the solemn feast about

beginning. Joseph of Arimathea, seeing Mary's angnish, was

touched with pity, and took care of her. He was a very noble

and rich man, to whom the Gospel gives the illustrious title

of Decurion, which in the municipal cities corresponded to

that of Senator at Rome ; many also suppose him a member

of the Sanhedrim.f A virtuous and just man, he had not

consented to the plot of the rest, nor any thing that they had

done, awaiting with other just men the Kingdom of God.

He was a disciple of Jesus ; but through weakness, fear of the

Jews, or some other motive, he had not ventured to become an

open follower of the Nazarene. Now, confirmed in the faith

by the prodigies which he had wituessed, he resolved to go

boldly to Pilate, and ask for the body of Jesus, that he might

embalm it in the usnal way, and then give it the honors of

* Saint Lnke says: "And when he (Jesus) came nigh to the gates of the city,

(of Nairn), behold a dead man was carried out, the only son of his mother; and

she was a widow ; and a great mnltitude of the city was with her." This custom

still prevails in many conntries.

f Lndolph :p. II. c. Ixv.\ and Peter Comestor (Hia. Evany.) say, that Joseph

had for five years discharged the duties of Counsellor at the Conrt of Pilate ; an 1

trauslate the word decurion by " Senator" or " Connsellor" Cornelius a Lapide.

(In Matt. xxvii. I on the anthority of Saint Anselm, relates that one of the reasons

nrged by him on the governor to obtain permission to bury Jesus, was the fear of

seeing that loving mother die of grief for her divine Son.

• 1
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burial. Surprised at the request, tho Roman governor hesi

tated. According to Euthymins, he could not credit the

death of Christ, who had declared himself the Man God, and

wrought so many miracles ; or rather, as Maldonado says, he

feared that this disciple of Jesus wished by this pretext to

deliver him from death ; or finally, as is more probable, he

thought that the King of the Jews had not been long enough

on the cross ; although he had been there nearly four hours.

Ssill, fearing to disoblige so eminent a pers >n, and at the same

time wishing to be sure that Jesus was really dead, he called

the centurion, the commander of the guard, and convinced, by

his testimony, ordered the body of Jesus to be delivered up to

Joseph of Arimathea. Joseph was not alone in paying this

pious homage to the holy remains of our Divine Redeemer ;

for if Jesus had been crucified between two malefactors, he

was not to be treated like them after death ; but should,

according to the custom of the great, receive the honors of

burial. The same idea was in the mind of Nicodemus, a man

of eqnal rank, one of the leading men at Jerusalem, who had

once gone by night to Jesus to learn about him and his doc

trine, and who had had a long interview with our Lord. We

cannot say whether he accompanied Joseph of Arimathea to

Pilate's house, or whether he met him on the way ; but it is

certain that he came to the mountain, bringing a mixture of

about a hundred pounds of myrrh a^d aloes to embalm the

s Saint John (iii. 1.) thus speaks of Nicodemus : " And there was a man of

the Pharisees, numed Nicodemus, n rnler of the Jews. This man came to Jesus

bv night, and said to him, Habbi, we know that thon art come a teacher from God ;

far no man can do these signs, which thon dost, unless God be with him. Jesus '

answered, and said to him, Amen, umen, I say to thee, unless a man be born again,

he cannot see the kingdom of God. Nicodemus saith to him, How can a man be

born, when he is old ? Can he enter a second time into his mother's womb, and be

born again ? Jesus answered, Amen, amen, I say to thee ; nnlo.«'i a man be bora

agnin of water und the Huly Guoat, he cannot enter into the kingdom of God."

I
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body of Jesus, Joseph having purchased a winding-sheet to

wrap it in.

When Mary learned that permission had been obtained to

bury.the sacred body of Jesus, and that the necessary prepa

rations had been made, she experienced a sweet consolation ;

for she thought that the divine remains would now be pre

served from further outrage.0 It was about the eighth hour

when these pious disciples, Joseph and Nicodemus, began to

take down from the cross the body of their divine Master.

The Blessed Virgin revealed to Saint Bridget that they used

three ladders, one reaching to the feet, another to the armpits,

and the third to the middle of the body. Joseph ascended

first, and supported our Redeemer by the middle of the body ;

Nicodemus getting up on another ladder, drew out succes

sively the nails which fastened the two hands, and passed

through the wood. Joseph having then descended, gradnally

supporting the weight of the body, Nicodemus got up on the

ladder, which touched the feet of Jesus, and drew out the

nails from the feet.f

Meanwhile the desolate Mother, kneeling before the cross,

kept embracing it, and covering it with kisses of love, thus

venerating the drops of her divine Son's precious blood. Not

only did she adore that blood and that cross, but she also

* Simon Metaphrastes says that for this reason the Blessed Virgin was very

anxions to have him buried, and that she herself begged Joseph Arimathea to ob-

tnin permission from Pilate.

t Hi duo qni deponebant earn de crnce tres applicabant scalas : uno protende-

batur ad pedes, secunda subtus ascellus, tertia ad medietatem corporis. Primns

asoendit ot tenebat enm permedium, secundus ascendens per aliam scalam excu&sit

primnm nnum clavum de nno brachio ; deinde applicata scala excussit clavum

alterius manus ; qui qnidem elavi longe ultra stipitem crncis protendebantur.

Descendente igitur illo, qni sustentabat onus corporis pnulatim et modice prout

poterat ille, alius ascendit in scalam qute tendebantur ad pedes, et excuesit clavos

a pedibus. (/tec. Lib. II, c. xxi.)

22
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revered and kissed a thousand times all that had been used in

the crucifixion of her divine Son. No sooner did she behold

him detached from the cross, and laid upon the earth, while

John supported the head, and Magdalen tenderly bedewed

with her tears the right hand of her divine Master, Mary

raised her eyes to heaven, thanking God for the complete

victory won by Jesus over sin and the devil, and counting

over our Saviour's sacred wounds, she watered them with hcr

copious tears. She then closed the lips and eyelids of Jesus,

and stretehed at his side his icy, death-stiffened arms.0

When Mary had indulged in these first transports of grief

and love, Magdalen and the other holy women approached the

mother of sorrows, to offer the tribute of their tears and piety

to the Divine Redeemer. f John, Joseph of Arimathea,

Nicodemus, all the disciples and faithful on the mountain,

followed their example. Thus this spot was the scene of the

holiest and most touching drama, and was occupied by pious

souls rendering the last duties to their divine Master. The

angels J beheld this mournful spectacle ; as numerous as the

atoms of dust that play in the suubeam, they came to adore

* Saint Bridget, repeating in part what she had already said in Book I. ch x.,

says : u But now I was almost consoled, because I conld tonch his body descended

from the cross, and receive him into my bosom, and view his wounds, and wipe

away his blood. Then my hands closed his month and eyes ; bnt I could not

bend his stiffened arms over his breast, but lower down ; nor could I strnighten

out his knees; they remained as they had stiflened on the cross." (Rn. Bk. IV.

ch. Ixx.)

J Some say that while John affectionately kissed the sacred body, Saint Peter

repentant ran up. Saint Auselm thus depicts the scene : " Then John the Evan

gelist rnnning up fell on his breast weeping, and said : Alas ! alas ! from this breast

l imbibed sweets, now sad and mournful things. Then Peter came up, and began

to weep bitterly that he had denied him."

J Afterwards Mary Magdalen and the other holy women came, and many holy

angels, like motes in a suubeam, showing reverence to their Creator. (ST. BRIDOKT,

Ben. Bk. II. ch. xxi.)
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their Lord in his death, and to form the cortege and guard of

his divine remains.

When all had given free scope to their tears and grief,

they thought of interring Jesus ; and Mary doubtless felt her

grief redouble at the thought that she would soon be deprived

of that last consolation of beholding the lifeless body of her

beloved son. Not far from the spot where Jesus was cruci

fied, was a garden ; there Joseph of Arimathea had cut in the

rock a sepulehre, in which no one had yet been laid.

At that time the Jews were not accustomed to bury the

dead as we do ; but each one, according to his means, made a

little grotto in the rock, laid the corpse on a stone slab, and

closed the mouth of the grotto, ordinarily abont four feet

high. Either because the Sabbath was commencing,0 or be

cause Joseph of Arimathea wished it, or because a new

sepulehre would better attest the resurrection, this sepulehre

was chosen to deposit the sacred body of Jesus.

Joseph, Nicodemus, and Mary f herself bore it thither

piously in procession, and rendered it the funeral honors usu

ally paid to the most illustrious deceased. Hence, after wash

ing the Saviour's body, they embalmed it with the mixture of

myrrh J and aloes brought by Nicodemus : they wrapped it

* Saint Luke (xxiii. 54) SEVS, that when Our Lord was placed in the tomb

" the Sabbath was drawing on." The solemnity of the Sabbath, it is known, be

gun at sunset, and hence Our Lord having been buried on Friday afternoon, the

Evangelist could say that the Sabbath was drawing on. We rnust not understand it

of Saturday morning, for then Our Redeemer would not have been three days in

the grave. Indeed we read in the Syriac version : Ernt parascerc, et salibalum post

iSncescebat ; in the Ethiopian : Et puriuceiv ume erat into die »t illucssceret sabbatum;

in the Arabic text : Et erat dies 1nrascecs, cujiu matse erat sabbnt»m ; and in the

Persian : Teria. KJia erat et sabbauam inibai. Moreover, we see cleurly by this text

and verse 41, that had Joseph and Nicodemns been able to prepare a richer tomb,

they would not have buried Christ in that place,"

t SAINT BRIDGET, Her. Lib. II. ch. xxi.

J Aloes and Myrrh were a very proper mixture to embalm the dead, because
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in a winding-sheet, they bound it round with strips,* and

covered the head with a napkin. Although, among the Jews,

women embalmed only the bodies of women, and men those

of men, Silveiraf believes that the Blessed Virgin. aided

Joseph and Nicodemus in this pious task. Oh ! what must

have been her affliction, to think how different these bands

were from those in which she had swathed the body of the

infant Jesus !

After honoring a thousand thousand times, with every

mark of respect and love, the lifeless body of Jesus, they laid

him in the tomb, his feet turned to the west and his back to

Jerusalem ; nor did they omit, Baronius J assures us, to lay

there the nails and crown of thorns. Last of all, the sepulehre

was closed with a huge stone, to prevent any one entering.

These holy personages accomplished the pious ceremony

alone, but in the presence of a great number of wituesses : fcr

the women of whom we have already spoken had remained, in

order to see where the holy body might be placed, promising

they arc very bitter substances, which preserve from corruption, and used also to

p riuumc the garments of the gn;at. That Nicodemus gave a hundred pounds of

these aromatics, shows his wealth and piety.

* From the words of the Gospel, it is clear that our Divinfi Redeemer's body

was swathed in several cloths. Saint . Augustine (De Cimaeris. Evany. Lib. III. c.

xxii. ', says: "Their saying that Joseph wrapped him in one winding-sheet,

doss not prevent our understanding that other cloths might have been brought by

Nicodemus and iwd, so that John might truly describe him as wrapped in not one,

but many cloths." See ChirHet, Salmeron, and others, who have written on this

point.

t Lib. viii. c. xxi. n. 51. We know by the Gospel that the women had returned

to prepare aromatics and perfumes after the Sabbath.

J Ann. 34 and 113. Suarez, and most moderns think that the nails were laid

in the tomb with the eross, since they were found with it. Historians do not agree

as to the number of the nails ; it seems most probable that there were four ; so

»ay Saint Bridget, Saint Gregory of Tours, lunocent III., and other eredible

authors.
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each other soon to return with precious aromatics to embalm

him in his tomb.

What was Mary's grief when she beheld the object of her

love e'nclosed beneath that cold stone. Ah ! he only can

realize it, who has always loved Jesus as Mary loved him.

" O my Son ! my Son ! " she exclaimed, " how can I live with

out thee ! O how cruel this separation ! Happy tomb,

thou now possessest him whom for nine months I bore in

my womb ! How I envy thee ! Why am I not Juried with

him alive ! Ah ! I can at least say, since my Son is dead,

that two hearts repose in one grave.* O tomb, thon hast

robbed me of all, for thou hast taken my Son, my love, my only

good, and my God ! " Then she commended her Son to the

Eternal Father,f unable to divert her sweet looks from that

tomb : hardly could John, moved with compassion, withdraw

her from that spot of grief, and conduct her to the house.

Those who saw that mournful Mother pass could not with

hold their tears,^ and those who accompanied her, wept over

her even more than over her Son.

So great was the pain suffered by that holy Mother on

that memorable day, that the Church honors it yearly by a

* " I may truly say, that when ray Son was buried, there were two hearts in

one grave." (SAINT BRIDGET. Ren. Lib. XII. c. xxi )

t SAINT BONAVENTURE, Medit. in Vita Chr'sti. c. Ixxvi.

J " Multos etiam invitos.ad laerymas provocabat, et qui illam sequebantur super

ipsurn potius quam super dominum plangebaut." (SAINT BERNARD.)

We should be prolix, and would doubtless relate things well known to many,

if we undertook to. speak, as antiquarians, of the spots sanctified by our Divine

Redeemer's death, the precious relics of his passion, &c. We shall ouly say, that

the Church of the Holy Sepulehre is of the highest antiquity ; it was built in the

time of Constantino, through the piety of Saiat Helena, in the form described by

Adrichomins, and related by Cornelius a Lapide (in Matt, xxvii). Destroyed by

Cosroes, and later by other barbarians, it has been rebuilt by the piety of tho

faithful. (See GERAMR, Piitjrimayc to Jenisaiem.)
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festival, under the title of the Compassion of the Blessed

Virgin.0

* Tbe Chureh, to show her gratitude to Mary, has incessantly stimnlated piety

towards her, and among other titles, invoked her as Mother of Sorrows. Accord

ing to Father Alphonsus Muzzarelli, the first mention of the feast of the Compas

sion is in the acts of the Provincial Council of Cologne, in 1423. i Ada. c. ii.)

This Synod fixed it on Friday in Passion week, to honor Jesus and his Blessed

Mother, and obtain the conversion of the Hussites, those fieree heretics, who con

demned to the flames every representation of onr Crncified Redeemer, and his

Holy Mother. (See LARRE.) Father Siniscalehi, in his work "The Martyrdom

of the Heart of Mary, Mother of Grief," maintains that the feast is more ancient,

and ascribes its institution to Pope Urban IV., who ordered it to be observed on

the Friday before Palm Sunday ; afterwards Popes Clement IV , and Murtin IV.,

in 1 28"> encouraged it. However, we have no positive testimony as to its origin, and

Popo Benedict XIV. does not speak of any. Pope Clement X. in 1G74, at the re

quest of Charles II., king of Spain, and Mary Anne of Austria, his queen, pub

lished a new hull establishing in all the states of that prince the feast of the Dolors

of the Blessed Virgin, with the proper mass and office granted to the Servites. The

same pope, with Innocent XI., and others, extended this pious privilege to other

kingdoms and all provinces, so that there is now no part of the world where the

Feast of the Dolors of the Blessed Virgin is not celebrated on that day.

It is unnecessary to add, that the Servites, full of zeal for devotion to the Mother

of Sorrows, have celebrated since 1457, by a grant of Pope Alexander IV., who

approved their Institnte, a special Feast of the Seven Dolors of Mary, on the third

Sunday of September ; this festival has likewise become universal in the Chureh.

(See BENEDICT xiv. Ds Fsetis.)
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THE BLESSED VIRGIN'S ANGUISH DURING THE THREE DAYS THAT

OUK DIVINE REDEEMER LAY IN THE TOMB.

|T is difficult to determine precisely the spot where

the Blessed Virgin remained till the glorious resur

rection of her divine Son. Writers do not agree

on the point. Metaphrastes 0 believes that she

spent the whole time on Calvary, awaiting for the

Messias to rise, as he had promised, triumphant

from the tomb. But this opinion is now followed by none.

She probably did not return to Bethany with Magdalen and

the other holy women, because the sun had set when Christ

was laid in the tomb, and it was uubeeorning for Mary to

travel by night the two miles that lay between that hamlet

and the city of Jerusalem ; she must moreover have been ex

hausted by her anguish and the pain which she had experienced

that day. It is true that she herself revealed to Saint Brid-

« On the 15th August.
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get, that Saint John, to whom she had been confided, con

ducted her to the house, 0 but to whose house ? This cannot

be certainly told. Some writers believe that Mary was taken

back to the house where she had spent the previous night. f

For our part, we cannot admit this opinion, as we have stated

that Mary arrived at Jerusalem only on the morning of that

day. In so uncertain a question, if conjecture may be haz

arded, we shall say that the Mother of Sorrows was led back

to Jerusalem by John, to the house of some relative or friend,

and that, desiring to spend those hours in meditation and

solitude, she retired to the calmest part of the house.

The Apostles hnd fled, the disciples were scattered, the

pious women were discouraged. In one word, after the

Shepherd's death, all the flock had dispersed ; Mary alone, as

the Fathers and Doctors unanimously declare, unscandalizetl

by the passion and death of Jesus Christ, sure that he would

rise again on the third day—full of hope and faith Mary alone,

in those days of mourning, represented the whole Church.

Hence, Saint Bernard, or the author of the Treatise on the

Passion, exclaims : " No man remained with him, nor woman,

except her who alone is ' blessed among women,' who alone,

through that sad Sabbath, stood firm in the faith, and in

whom alone the church was preserved. Most fitly then does

the whole church consecrate each Sabbath in the revolving

year to the glory of that Virgin. 0 truly and singularly

blessed branch, cut off from the vine by no fear ! Cut oft' were

those men who said : ' We hoped that it was he that should

* "His completis. venit ille bonus Joannes et dnxit me in domum." (ST.

BRIIJGET, Rev. I. c. xvi.) From this passage some conclude that Saint John was

not on Calvary, at the descent from the cross and entombment of Christ. Yet

the word " came," may be understood of his approaching the spot where Mary

stood.

t PIPINO. De/Kiw. Stat. 7.
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have redeemed Israel.'—Cut off are the women, pious indeed,

but seeking to render the dead an office of humanity, not

believing that he would rise again." * In Mary alone, says

Bartholomew of Trent, the faith remained alive when it was

extinct in others.f We shall here briefly show how this

faith did not prevent her being pierced with the sword of

grief, when she remembered how her divine Son had suffered

for men, and how cruel men had been to him. She under

stood that the real authors of Christ's passion were not the

Jewish people that had sought his death, nor the priests and

pontiffs who had deemed it expedient that one man should

die for all, nor the Roman governor who condemned him, nor

the executioners who nailed him to the cross, nor finally his

heavenly Father, who had only accepted his death : but she

beheld the sole cause of his suffering and death in sin and

love. In fact, as Isaias says : " For the wickeduess of my

* Although the leurned Mubillon says that the Mystic Vine (or Treatise on the

Passion of our Lord, on these words, " I am the true vine "), is not Saint Bernard's,

but the work of some other, learned, pious and eloquent writer of the time, this

treatise has always been included in the works of the gentle doctor and abbot of

Clairvaux. The author, citing a text, proceeds : " E!eyit Domimas infirma mundi nt

confiinderst fmita.—Si vero fugam mentalem inrelligimus, nee vir relictus est cam

eo, nee mulier prteter ilium, qute sola benedirta c-4 in mulieribas, qute sola per illud

triste sabbatum stetit in fide, et salvata fuit ecclesia in ipsa sola. Propter quod

aptiaeime tota Ecclesia in laudem et gloriam ejusdem Virginia diem sabbati per

totius anni circulum celebrare consuevit. Vere et singulariter benedictus palmes,

qui a sua vite nullo potuit timore pnecidi. Abscisste sunt mulieres qute, qunmvis

piie prieveniunt mortuo humanitatis servitium exhibere, tamen ilium resurrecturum

nequaquam eredebant."

t Bartholomew of Trent after saying : " In sola Maria fides viguit, in uliis ex-

tincta fuit," adds : " Quod significatur in camlelis quoo extingunntur," speaking of

the tapers which are extinguished in the office of Tenebrte. Although several es

teemed authors are of this opinion, Melehior Cano, with many others, gives an

other explanation of this custom of extinguishing the tapers : he says that in the

ancient rite, matins were chanted during the night, in the catacombs, and at the

tombs of the martyrs.
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people have I struck him," * and as the Apostle says : He

suffered "for his exceeding charity wherewith he loved us."f

The recollection of this ardent love of Jesus, which had

induced him to suffer voluntarily and die for us, led Mary to

consider the ingratitude of men, and consequently to recall,

one hy one, all the spiritual and corporal pains suffered hy her

divine Son. We have already spoken of the dolorous com

passion of Mary ; let us here limit ourselves to contemplating

our dear and suffering Mother, who mourns all alone, abandoned

by so many friends dear to her heart. Still, Mary's grief was

not attended by that convulsive trembling, those rending

cries, those passionate outbursts, which in others are the ordi

nary signs of great anguish. No ! Mary's grief, immense

indeed, was ever accompanied by fortitude, resignation, and

faith. We believe then that, although in the first instants

the sufferings of her Son rose before Mary's mind to rend her

very heart, yet she meditated them one after another, thus

teaching all the faithful how to meditate frequently the suffer

ings of our Divine Redeemer.

She remembered his last tender farewell on the eve of his

passion ; and recalling to her mind every word of that affec

tionate parting, her heart fainted with love and grief. Al

though Mary's life had been but one series of pain and fear,

because she knew how her Son was one day to suffer, she never

theless avowed that the thirty-three years \ which she had spent

with him had passed rapidly, and that she felt in that hour

all the overwhelming consciousness of a perpetual loss. She

saw the impious and sacrilegious apostle, who, after wituessing

» Isains liii. 8. t Ephes. ii. 4.

J There are various opinions as to the age of our Divine Redeemer at his

death. Some say thirty years ; others forty (CHRYSOST. in Joan. Ham. liv.), or

even fifty (!REN/EUS, Lib. If. Hima. c. xxxix.) ; the most common opinion is that

he was thirty-three, or entering his thirty-fourth.
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so many miracles, and received as nourishment the flesh and

blood of the Divine Lamb,0 had sold his master for a few

pence, and pointed him out to his enemies by the kiss of

peace that Jesus was wont to exchange with his well-beloved

disciples. She considered her divine Son praying in the

garden of Gethsemani,f not far from the three chosen disci

ples^ who, though warned by him to wateh, had sunk in a

profoun 1 slumber ; and yet, at that very moment, after permit

ting suffering to come upon him,§ he was, as it were, in

agony, and fell repeatedly with his face to the earth, so that

he prayed his Heavenly Father to deliver him from death.

Mary knew well what a fierce struggle her Son had to endure

in his soul, a prey to grief, when an angel had to come and

comfort him, and when in his violent grief he sweated blood ||

in such abundance as to bedew the earth all around him.

* Saint Hilary (i« J/o#A.), Saint Clement (Lib. V. o. xvi.), Theophylact, Rupert,

Innocent III., and several Fathers, affirm that Judas did not receive commnnion

from our Redeemer's bands.

t According to the computation of Adrichomins, cited by Cornelius a Lapide

(in Malth. xxvii.), from the supper room to the garden of Gethsemani, our Lord

walked one hundred and fifty paces of two feet and a half. In this garden, ac

cording to the same author, there was a grutto. Maldonado says (m Mnttk. xxvi.),

that in this field there were several gardens, and that Jesus, according to his cus

tom, proceeded to Gethsemani, or the eiyhth yarden. The more common opinion,

however, interprets this word " mlley of olives," in cousequence of the number of

olive trees which grew there. Silveira says, that according to the Hebrew radical,

it means oil-prsss, because there stood in the field a mill to press the olives, which

were prodnced in abundance on that mountain ; hence he concludes, that the name

corresponded not inaptly to our Redeemer's passion.

J It seems past doubt that Our Lord entered the garden with all his disciples ;

Saint Luke says so expressly.

§ Jesus, on offering himself as a victim to the divine justice, gave suffering

fall power to afflict his sacred humanity, and to put it to death.

|| Althongh as Cornelius a Lapide teaches, on the authority of Aristotle, n man

may naturally sweat blood, yet we are of the opinion of those who say that, with

ont a miracle, the blood c mid not be in such abundance. Silveira (Lib. VIII. c. i.

n. Ilia), on the authority of the Fathers and Doctors, says that the blood flowed
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She beheld him seized, bound like a vile malefactor by a

numerous mob : more cruel than a lion to his prey, these

savages throw him down, strike him, outrage him in a thou

sand ways, pouring out the while their horrid blasphemies.*

At these remembrances more copious tears gushed from the

eyes of the Blessed Virgin, and she sighed ardently to think

of the still greater opprobrium, outrages and pains, reserved

ibr the holy victim of love. She remembered wiih pain, that

all the disciples had fled at once, and that Peter, who had

followed his Master from afar, and boasted of his readiness to

die for him, had not remained firm and faithful, even before

two serving-maids that questioned him ; but had openly

forsworn himself in the high priest's court, protesting that

he knew not the man. And yet was he not the apostle

destined to be the head of the Church, and the perpetual

Vicar of Christ on earth ? Mary beheld her divine Son meekly

answer him who smote his cheek, so horrible a sacrilege, that

the heavens trembled, that the earth shook to its base, and

angels covered their faces with their wings.f She finally

beheld him dragged from one tribunal to another, ever loaded

with outrages, and during the rest of the night, shut up in a

prison with such cruelties,^ that we cannot conceive how the

mind of man could have devised them.

The Virgin, in her profound recollection, beheld in spirit

all these sad scenes as fresh as if they transpired before her

eyes. Who can tell the unspeakable sorrow of that tender

mother, when she remembered the cries of that populace that

from his head, arms, hands, feet ; in fine, from all part* of his body, in such quan

tities, that the ground was moistened.

* SAINT BRIDGET. Rend. Lib. I. e. xis.

t SAINT EPHREM. Serm. I. ck Passione.

J The outrages committed against our Divine 1V'locmer that night were »o

many, that we shall know them ouly on the day of the la-t judgment.
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preferred Barabbas to her divine Son ; the rage of the execu

tioners, who, after binding him to a pillar,* spent themselves

in scourging him. Saint Bridget f relates that the scourges

ploughed up the flesh as a coulter does the earth, and that no

part of his holy body was without a wound or bruise,^ and

yet, untouched by such sufferings, these impious wretehes

incessantly demanded the death of the innocent victim.

Mary also thought of the grief of her Son, when his sacred

head, crowned with plaited thorns,§ was all torn,|| so that the

King of Sorrows had his face bathed in blood. She re

membered how Pilate, touched with pity, showed him to the

people, to move them by compassion, and thus prevent their

* Many say that Christ was scourged first at the great pillar, his hands and

feet tied, and his face to the pillar ; that then to scourge him more, he was bound

by the hands alone to the smaller one. It is commonly stated that the number

of blows was six thousand six hundred and sixty-six. It was indeed forbidden

in Denteronomy to give over forty blows, hence ouly thirty-nine were given,

as Saint Paid relates. But the Romans, who scourged at a pillar differently

from the Hebrews, stretehing the patient on the ground with his face to the

dust, gave so many blows, that according to Ulpius the person scourged sometimes

expired beneath the lash.

t Rev. Lib. IV. c. Ixx.

J SAINT LAWRENCE JUSTINIAN, de Triismph. Ayon. Ckristi.

§ The Commentators on Holy Writ differ as to the kind of these thorns, and

the manner in which they were plaited. Toledo and Suarez, on the authority of

many others, and particularly of Saint Vincent Terrer, say that the erown was

made of sea-rushes. Gretser, Francis Lncas, Martin del Rio, and others, think it

a kind of bramble thus deseribed by Guthymins (in Ps Iv.) : " Ramuum dumoram

quiddam genus est quod maximis atque acutissimus refectum est aculeis." Silveira

(Mb. VIII. c. ii. n. 54), Barrada (Tom. IV. Lib. VII. c. vii.), and Cornelius a Lapide

(Matt, xxvii.), believe that the two kinds of thorns were plaited together. Some

suppose that this band of thorns was of the form of a royal erown or diadem,

others that it resembled a helmet or armet. St. Lawrence Justinian (lib. I. c.

xiv. de Ayon. Chrisd.), here makes a beautiful reflection ; he says that earthly dig

nities may be well compared to the reed, green without, and emptiness within.

|| The thorny erown wounds with a thousand points hi* beauteous head.

(SAINT BERNARD, i

cvt fe" I
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raging against a man in whom, the human conntenanor> was

nj longer discernible, and in whom that very judge found no

cause of death. But the judge's hope was deceived, when he

heard the scribes, the Pharisees, the priests and the Jews cry

ont with one voice : " Crucify him ! we have no King but

Csesar ! " 0 who can express the grief of the desolate Virgin

when she remembered the blindness of the Jews, and the

weakness of that judge who condemned the innocent one to

death ? She admired her Son voluntarily embracing that

cross desired by him from the very moment of his incarnation.

She beheld him, maltreated by that brutal mob, fall several

times to the gronnd,0 so that, moved not by pity, but by fear

that he might not reach Golgotha alive, they had forced a man

* That our Divine Redeemer, weakened by loss of blood, and the constant pri

vation he had endured from the preceding evening, fell several times on his way to

Calvary, seems tf> be beyond all doubt, more especially as some commentators be

lieve that Jesus underwent two flagellations, the Hebrew, and the Roman. The

latter was, we have shown, very crnel, and as Lipsius (de Crnes.) remarks, all who

were condemned to death underwent this penalty. Is it then astonishing that

Jesus, loaded with a heavy cross, made of two trees, so as to bear a man, f«ll re

peatedly f Lipsius (erf. c. vii.) proves that the condemned were scourged to the

cross, loaded with ontrages, and goaded in their mareh. It is not then a mystic

exaggeration, if Saint Ausclm, Lauspergius, Saint Bridget, Saint Mathilda, and

many other pions and learned writers dwell on these ontrages. We close this note

by the beautiful reflection of the poet Tansilla, on the fall of onr Diviua Redeemer.

• How on meek .Jesu's shonlders pressed the tree,

Whose branches bore the world's iniqnity 1

What groans that cross drew forth, on which displayed,

We each onr several bias had Ingrate luld.

And yet, strange goodness In that Savionr dear,

The bitter canse, the cross makes light to bear.

O sight divine ! The fainting Savionr falls.

And can I breathe, when Nature shuddering calls

For wrath divine f Can I that visage high,

So meek, so pure, behold all blood-disfignred He?

O come ye angels from yonr starry thrones.

Filled with adoring love, In heaveniy tones

To cheer onr suflerInz God in that dread path,

And saw him from vile man's demoniac wrath."*
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of Cyrcne to bear the cross. She remembered how her ma

ternal eyes had met those of Jesus, while, all torn and bruised,

he went to Calvary ; with what cruelty he was stripped again,

nailed, and raised on the tree of the cross, where he did not re

main idle, but whence he spoke, did and taught things useful

to us, since his first words were a prayer to his Father for the

pardon of his executioners.

She meditated the last words of Jesus expiring ; she

weighed their mysterious meaning ; she found in his words all

the outpourings of an infinite love. The trouble of nature

revealed to her a dying God ; and on beholding the faith

extinct or paralyzed in all our Redeemer's disciples, she

renewed her own, and believed firmly, that on the third day

the Messias, triumphant over sin and death, would rise again

to life and glory. It is true, that, reflecting on the small

number of those who would profit by that divine sacrifice, she

sank into a new abyss of sorrow, and could exclaim with the

prophet Jeremias : " Behold, O Lord, for I am in distress,

my bowels are troubled : my heart is turned within me, for I

am full of bitterness .... they have heard that I sigh, and

there is none to comfort me " * . . . . " I had a son," she con

tinued ; " he wrought great prodigies, and men are blind and

ungrateful ; he has brought wisdom to the nations, and they

have not believed his doctrine ; he has passed, healing and

doing good, and his reward has been outrages, sufferings, and

an ignominious death in the very flower of his days."

O desolate Mary ! O most afflicted of all women ! To

what shall I compare thee ? or to what shall I liken thee ? O

daughter .of Jerusalem, to what shall I equal thee, that I may

comfort thee, O Virgin daughter of Sion ! f Two ardent

.II.KI ME ,>. Lament. i. 20. f JEREMIAS. Lament. il. 13.
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loves are enthroned in thy heart : the love of God and the love

of humanity, and both consume thee. The former leads thee

to acknowledge in the frnit of thy chaste womb a God dead

amid pain and torment : the latter leads thee to see with

what ingratitude men have returned that unspeakable love,

and how for many that passion of thy divine Son, instead of

being a salutary remedy, will be a cause of condemnation.

At these thoughts Mary weeps, and she weeps bitterly, and

none of her friends can console her ; for it is the pious senti

ment of ascetic authors, that, touched with pity at the plain

tive sighs of that loving dove, John, and the women who

occupied the house in which Mary received hospitality, entered

her chamber to afford some consolation to that desolate

mother. But what consolation could the Blessed Virgin

receive from them ? All was gone, now that she was de

prived of her Son. " 0 Lady," we shall cry with Saint Bona-

venture, " why hast thou immolated thyself for us ? Did not

the passion of thy Son suffice for us, without the crucifixion

of the mother ? 0 heart of love, why art thou changed into

a globe of sorrows ? " 0 The sword that pierced her on the

mountain, pierced her also in that hospitable home. She

spent the days and nights in watehing and tears. " Our Lady,

I look upon thy heart, and I see not a heart, but myrrh, and

wormwood, and gall. I seek the Mother of God ; and lo, I

find ignominy, and brnises, and wounds ; for thou art all

changed into these. 0 full of bitterness, what hast thou

done ? Why, vessel of sanctity, hast thou become a vessel of

penalty ? Our Lady, why hast thou gone to Calvary ? 0

wounded Lady, wound onr hearts, and renew in our hearts thy

* " O Comma cur ivisti immolari pro nobis ? Numqnid non suflirichat filii passio

nohis, nisi erncifi'.'eretur et mater? 0 cor amoris, cur conversum ei iu globum

doloris ? " (/» Stirn. Amor.J

 

HUD:
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passion and thy Son's. Unite thy wounded heart to onrs,

that we too may be wounded with thy wounds."0

* Aspicio, Domina, cor timm et id non cor sed myrrham et absynthium et fel

video. Qusero matrein Del et ecce invenio spucta, flagella et vuluera, qnia tota

conversa es in ista. O amaritudine plena qnid fecisti ? Cur vas sauctitatis fecisti

vas peenalitatis ? 0 Domina, qnare ivisti ad Calvarise locum ? 0 vulncrata Do

mina, vulnera corda nostra et in cordibus nostris tuam et filii tni renova passionem.

Cor umm vulneratum conjunge cordi nostro, ut tecum tnis vulneribus pariter vul-

neremnr. (ST. BONAVENTURE, in codem loco.}

Pius VII., of holy memory, by a rescript of Febrnary loth, 1815, granted to

all the faithful, who between three o'clock in the evening on Good Friday, and ten

in the morning on Holy Saturday, associate themselves in prayer or meditation

for an hour, or at least half an hour with the desolate Virgin Mother, a plenary in

dulgence on the day when they fulfil their Easter dnty, by confession and com

munion. By a rescript of the 21st of the same month, the same Sovereign Pontiff

granted 300 days' indulgence to any one practising this exereise in any other week,

and a plenary indulgence the last week of each month.

'
1

'

 

yf.,„



CHAPTER IX.

 

MARY FIRST BEHOLDS CHRIST RISEN, AND CONVERSES WITH HOI.

N the following day, which was the Sabbath, as Saint

Matthew relates,* the chief priests and Pharisees

assembled at Pilate's palace, saying : " Sir, we have

remembered that that seducer said, while he was yet

alive, After three days I will rise again. Command

therefore the sepulehre to be guarded until the third

day : lest perhaps his disciples come and steal him

away, and say to the people, He is risen from the dead :

and the last error shall be worse than the first." f Pilate said

 

* Matt. xrvii. 62.

t Cornelius a Lapido in his commentary on Matt. xxvii. 64, says that the chief

priests nsed this pretext, because they really feared that Christ would rise again,

and that they set guards around the sepulehre either to prevent his resurrection, or

to seize and put him to death again if he rose.
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to them : " You have a gnard ; go, gnard it, as you know."

And they, departing, not only set gnards aronnd the sepulehre,

but also, for greater security, closed the stone with an iron

ring,0 after sealing it.f But God, who mocks the precau-

toins of human wisdom, and against whom the most subtle

schemes cannot prevail, availed himself of this very crafty

prudence of the Jews to show more strikingly his miraculous

resurrection. Now on the morrow of the Sabbath, that is on

Sunday, the pious women, in the morning, came to the sepul

chre to embalm the body of Jesus with ointments, which they

luul bought the evening before ; and as they walked along,

they asked each other how they should contrive to remove the

stone that closed the mouth of the sepulehre. They arrived

at the spot when the sun luul already risen, and looking, they

saw that the stone had been removed ; then entering the

sepulehre, they perceived an angel clothed in a white gar

ment, who bade this pious company not to fear, that Christ

* This is the opinion of Nicephorns, St. Adamnan, Bcde, Baronins, nnd others :

the Venerable Bede (de Locis Sanctis.), adds, thnt the remains of the iron rings were

to be seen in his time.

f Some say that the stone was sealed with the sanhedrim seal, others, with

Pilate's. It is pretended that the gnard which watehed the sepulehre was a hundred

soldiers, some of whom watehed within, others without the garden. We think

that they were mnch less numerous.

J It may be that the angel seen by the holy women was the same already seen

by the soldiers. Descending from heaven at the sound of the earthqnake, this

angel had removed the stone of the sepulehre and sat upon it. It appears certain

that when he spoke to the holy wornen, hc laid aside the awful aspect of an angel

to assume the human form ; hence St. Mark says: " They saw a yonng man ;"

for had these women supposed him to he an angel, thcy would at once have

credited his words. All these and similar qnestions arise, because the history of

Christ's resurrection, althongh sufliciently detailed, is not given in the same way

by all the Evangelists, as some relate cireumstances omitted or differently pre

sented by others. It is, moreover, very probable that the Evangelists have neg

lected to relate some facts then well known to all. If we are asked why Christ

appeared first to the women, we may auswer with Saint Augustine (Serm. ccxxxii.
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had arisen as he had promised. Filled at once with joy

and fear, they wished to announce this sweet tidings to

the Apostles, but not to the others, for they still feared, so

feeble was their faith. The eleven Apostles learned that

Jesus was alive ; to make sure of the fact, by seeing it with

their own eyes, Peter and John ran first with another disciple,

whose name is not given in the sacred text.

According to Saint Mark 0 and Saint John,f Jesus ap

peared first to Mary Magdalene, from whom he had expelled

seven devils. She stood without the sepulehre, weeping bit

terly, and while she wept, she stooped to see whether the

remaius of her dear Lord were not there. She saw two angels

clothed in white, seated where the body of Jesus had been

laid, the one at the head, the other at the feet : touched with

pity, they asked her why she wept .... She had not yet

replied, when she saw Jesus standing near her. She did not

recognize him, but supposing him to be the gardener, she

begged him to tell her where he had put the body, that

she might adore it. Our Divine Redeemer made himself

known to her, by merely pronouncing her name, Mary ; and

then bade her tell his disciples what she had seen with her

pvoat^CB.

Saint Matthew J speaks of another apparition to the pious

women. Saint Luke § relates at length how Jesus manifested

himself to two disciples in the hamlet of Emmaus ; how on the

evening of that same day,|| Jesus appeared to his disciples,

who were gathered at table and kept the door closed for i'ear

c. ii.), that as the fall of man took place by means of a woman, so the tiding of

the resurrection should be spread by menus of a woman. Saint Hilary (in Matt.

xxxiii.), Euthymins (Enarr. in E"any. Malt.), and others, are of the same opinion.

* St. Mark xvi. 9. tSt.Johnxx.il. J St. Matthew xxviii. 9.

§ St. Luke xxiv. 13.

II St. John xx. 19. St. Mark xvi. 14. St. Luke xxiv. 36.
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of the Jews. The Evangelists continue to relate to us how

Our Lord confirmed his resurrection during the forty days

that he vouchsafed to remain on earth. It is, therefore, im

possible to doubt the resurrection of Christ on the third day

after his death.

None of the Evangelists speak of the apparition of Jesus

to his Blessed Mother ; we shall, however, endeavor to show

how probable it is that she was first rejoiced by his august

presence. Without stopping to consider the vain pretexts

employed by the Jews to conceal Christ's resurrection, and

without showing how ridiculous it was to ask men to credit

the account of gnards who were asleep, we shall examine the

motives which support an opinion so pious and reasonable as

that which we mention.

It was certainly becoming in our Divine Redeemer before

appearing to any other, to appear to his Blessed Mother, to

console her in her grief, and thus reward her for her lively

faith and ardent love. Now each of these motives, taken

singly, would be more than sufficient to prove the becoming-

ness of such an apparition ; how then can we but believe

that this apparition really took place, when all three motives

are united ? How could Jesus, the most tender, affectionate,

holy of sons, who, at the moment when he expired on the

cross, turned his latest thought to Mary, and would not leave

her without support ; 0 how could Jesus, who suffered more

from Mary's pain than his own, and wished by an admirable

providence to associate her in all his pains, how could he but

visit her the first ?

Should he not console her as soon as possible in those

pains which it is not given the human mind to understand,

* See Mantuaims, Lyranus, and other commentator! on Holy Scripture, who

all adopt this opinion.
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nor human lips to express, eloquent as they may be ? Should

he not thus reward the ardent, lively faith of his most gentle

mother ? Ah ! if the Blessed Virgin loved our Redeemer

above all creatures, and if she was loved by him with an

eqnal love when he lived, and if in the lives of the Saints we

read that Jesus appeared to the most beloved souls, can we

believe that Jesus, after his resurrection, loved his Mother less

than he loved Magdalen, Saint Peter, and all those of whom

the Scriptures speak ? Have we not said, and does not

Saint John at the close of his Gospel tell us, that many

facts are passed over in silence ? And is it not, perhaps, be

cause these facts were known to all, and no one doubted them ?

After all, why need we recur to reasons of propriety when a

Saint Ambrose,0 following the Fathers, is of this opinion ;

when such is the opinion of the Irish Sedulius,f who, though

a poet, has nevertheless, as all know, high authority in sacred

history ; of a Saint Bonaventure ; J of a Saint Ignatius ;§ of

* Vidit ergo Marin realume' ionem Domini, et prima vidit et credidit. Vidit et

Muria Magdalena, quamvis adhuc ista imturet. (Lib. Ult. de I'iiy. c. iii.) " Mary

then beheld the resurrection of onr Lord, and saw it first, and believed. Mary

Magdalen saw it too, although she hesirntoJ." This opinion seems to be also that

of Saint Ireuseus, from whom Saint Ambrose takes it. (Fevardentiiu in op. £t.

Ireaaii, Lib. V. c. xxxi.)

t Qma' cum elarlflco semper sit nomine Mater,

Semper Virga mam-t. II i hi' so visibus adstans

Lnce pahnam Dnininus prins obtullt. ut bona Mater

Granilla dlvulgans miraculo, qua- fnit olim

Advenii-ntls itor; bice est redeuntls et Index.

Lib. V. oper. Piuch, v. 36S.

And while her praises humbly here I chant.

May she ne'er lose a mother's name endeared,

Who Virgin ever is. First to her gaze

Our Lord his glorions palm in light displayed,

That his good Mother, heralding great deeds,

The pathway erst of the Messias coming,

Be the ludex now of his returning way.

J Meditat. in Vita Christi, c. Ixxxvii.

§ Exereitia spiritnalia. De myst. Vil. D. N. 1. C.

 

 

 



LIFE OF THE BLESSED VI11 .IN.

 

the faithful disciple of Saint Anselm,* who adds that the

Evangelists have always passed over in silence, what it is

useless to tell ? Now, if it had been written that Jesus, after

his resurrection, appeared to his Mother, who would not deem

this statement superfluous, when it is generally stated that he

appeared to many ? Would it not he assimilating the

Queen of Heaven to such a man or such a woman to whom

Jesus appeared ? Why seek other authorities, when Saint

Bridget relates f that Our Redeemer had scarcely risen from

* Si aliquis quserit cur evangelista; non referant ipsum piissimum Dominum

a morte rcsurgentem hmic sute dul -Jasnum: Mntri, nt ejus dolores mitigaret, primo

nc prtecipne apparuisse, dicimus quid a quodam sapiente do hoc ipso sciseitantes

andivimus Ait ergo : Tunta esso scitur anietoritas narrationis evangelicte, ut idhil

in ea dependens, nihil inane, nihil superflunm reperiatur. Itaque, si Matri Domini,

si domine mundi, ipse filius ejus ab inferno resurgens seriberetur, sicut alii enilibet,

apparuisse, eamque de eua resurrcctione docuisse, quis non tale seriptum super-

flunm duceret ? Reginam videlicet c:eli et terrte omuisque ereaturte cotequaret illi

vel illi quibus apparuit, viro aut mulieri. Spirims ejus in ilia plene perfceteque

quiescebat, qui sibi et esse illius et facta ejus omuiu luce elarius revelebat, et

evangelistte seriberent tune vel tune illi talem ac talem semet exhibuisse. (lle

Excdl. Viryinia Marios c. vi.) It is now the opinion of the learned, and espeeia'Iv

of Gerberon, the editor of the works of St. Anselm, that this book, although cited

under the name of the holy archbishop of Canterbury, was really written by Edmer

or Eadmer, the disciple of Saiut Anselm.

t Mihi vero qms sum Mater Dei, cum pnst mortem ejus incomprchensibiii doloro

tn;r-ta easem, appamit idem Kilius mens prius quam aliis, et palpabiiem so obtulit

mihi, osculans me ct commemorans se visibiliter in ccelmm aitcensuruun ; etquamvig

hoc nou sit seriptum propfer humilitatem menm, tamen htee est veritas, quod

Filias mens resurgens primo mihi apparui: quam alicni alii. (Revel. Lib. 17.

c. xciv.)

Saint Teresa, and Saiat Bernardino of Sienna confirm Saint Bridget. The

former, as we see in her life by Father Frederic of San Antonio (Bk. III. c. iv.l,

relates that Our Lord appeared to her one day, and told her that immediately on

his resurrection, he visited his most holy mother, and conversed long with her, and

filled her with unspeakable joy. Benedict XIV., in his annotations on holy Satur

day, cites this revelation in proof of this pious belief of almost all the faithful.

Saint Bernardino of Sienna, not only maintains this opinion, but also refutes the

captious arguments of iti opponents. We shall here cite some of his chief argn
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the tomb when he appeared before the Blessed Virgin, dis

playing himself to her as the conqueror of death and sin, and

giving her his sacred wounds to kiss ? " 0 my Mother," he

doubtless said, " 0 holy Mother, cease thy tears and sighs.

The human race is redeemed ; my blood has paid its ransom ;

ments : " Because the gospel narrative is silent aa to his consolation of his blessed

mother, after his resurrection, we are not therefore to believe that the most benign

Jesus, the fonntain of consolation and grace, who strove sO to console others, forgot

his mother, who alone, as he knew, had fully tasted the bitterness of his death.

It pleased Divine Providence to nnveil nothing of this in the gospel, and chiefly for

three reasons : First for firmness, secondly for infidelity, third for sublimity. First

for firmness ; for so firmly convinced was the Blessed Virgin of the resurrection of

her Son, that she was not agitated by the least doubt on the point. It was indeed

most easy for her to believe it, who had been chosen by a most special grace to be

Mother of Christ, Queen of Angels, and Mistress of the Universe. By the very silence

then of the Scriptures, it is shown that it should be held as more indubitable th:m

any writing would make it. Becanse as it clearly appears, the Scripture has laid such

fonndations, that the high enlightened mind concludes greater things than tongae

or letter can explain. It lays down the manner of his sublime conception, the

angel announcing, and the Holy Ghost overshadowing, and it describes her as the

monrnful mother of the dying God, and her standing by the cross. But if it is

trne, most trne what the Apostle says : " As you are partakers of the sufferings,

so shall you be also of the consolation" (II. Cor. i. 7.), how mnch, O Virgin Mother,

wast thou associated in the resurrection of thy Son ! Therefore it is most cer

tainly to be held that the most sweet Son, first and befnre all others, cousoled her

with the glorions joy of his resurrection. This the Holy Roman Chureh seems to

think, as it appoints the Easter station at St. Mary Major's. If you wish to argun

that he did not appear to her bodily, because the Evangelists do not say so, it will

bo necessary for us piously to conclude, that she never saw him at all in this world

in the joy of his resurrection, because he is related to have appeared to his mother

neither first nor last nor at any other time." Developing, then, the second motive,

namely, that Christ was to appear to some to fortify them in the faith, to render

them wituesses of the fact, ho proceeds to say that, considering the sublimity of the

Mother of God, no one shonld speak of her ; and in fact the Evangelists speak

little of her before the resurrection, and after it say nothing. He also says that

two apparitions took place, one corporal, the other spiritnal, the second better than

the first : that ho admits that Jesus appeared first corporally to Magdalen. He

finally concludes that the Blessed Virgin had no need of snch an apparition to be

fortified in the faith.
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the gates of heaven are about to open. See that troop of

risen just who attend me ; behold among them David, thy

royal ancestor ; behold thy holy mother and Joseph thy chaste

spouse ; with them I shall soar to heaven, to prepare the

throne that is due thee as my most holy Mother, as Queen of

Angels, martyrs and all Saints." At these words the humble

Mary, as I think, prostrated herself to adore her divine Son,

and kissed one after another his five wounds. which radiated

with a light capable of eclipsing the light of the sun, when it

shines in the midst of its course in a pure sky.

Saint Vincent Ferrer * believes that Jesus had announced

his resurrection to Mary by the ministry of the archangel

Gabriel, who addressed her this anthem : f "O Queen of

Heaven ! rejoice, for He whom thou wast found meet to bear,

has risen as he said." " It is true," pursues Saint Vincent

Ferrer, " that it was revealed to the illustrious Pope, Saint

Gregory, who ordered this salutation to be chanted with these

words, ' Pray for us to God ! Alleluia ! ' J as the Church

still chants in Easter tide : that Jesus addressed his mother in

the same words that he employed to salute the apostles in

the upper chamber : ' Peace be with you ; '— that He'

himself, embracing her with the most tender love, wiped away

his Blessed Mother's tears and said : ' Rejoice, my dearest

Mother, henceforth thy life shall be a life of joy and happi

* Serm. I. Paacha.

t Regins cceli hetere, Alleluia.

Quia qucm merulstl portare. Alleluia.

Resmrrexit slcut ill \ii. Alleluia.

Ore pro nobls Denm, Alleluia.

J Et Jesus a.ilutiivit Matrem dicens : Pax vobis. Virgo autem, flexis genibus

ct plena laerymis, prie gandio adoravit enm osculando mauns ct pedes, et Christns

osculando matrem dixit : Mater mea, gaude, quia jam de cietero non habebis nisi

gaudium et Itetitiam, ter^endo ei laerymas, et nedit in cathedra, et loquebantur

sinuul vulde duleiter. (&r. VINCEST FERRER. Serm. I. Puichoc.)
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ness ; ' and that then he sat down beside her, and they con

versed sweetly together.

Rupert, the abbot, throws great light on the opinion

which we have adopted ; he not only says clearly that Jesus

risen, that is, impassible, immortal and glorious, appeared to

his Mother before appearing to any other, announcing the

glorious victory which he had achieved : that he allowed her

to kiss the wounds made in that flesh which he had received

in Mary's virginal womb ; but this anthor also refutes the

objections drawn from the Gospel, which says expressly that

Jesus first appeared to Magdalene. " The Blessed Virgin,"

says the learned abbot, " must not be counted among the

wituesses whom alone it concerned the Evangelists to name,

or to whom it became to announce the resurrection of Christ.

Did it become her to proclaim it that her words might seem

to the apostles ravings ? If the words of the other women

seemed to them as ravings, how much more would they think

that the Mother raved from love of her oon ? Most surely

then did the Son arising appear to his Mother, but she, as she

had begun in the beginning, kept all these words, meditat

ing them in her heart. But if it seems not true, because

none of the Evangelists attest this in writing, the conse

quence is, that Christ never after his resurrection appeared to

his Mother, because not one of the Evangelists mentions when

or where he appeared to her ? Far from us such a suspicion.

God forbid, I say, that such harsh negligence in such a Son,

should dishonor a mother, for his sake pierced with the sword

of grief!"0

 * Redivivns films illi (Marise) ante omnes fortasse mortales, materno virginem

non defraudans honore, victoriam suam nnumitiavit, et iluleia carnis sux vuinei a,

qnam ilia carnem de earne sua conoeptam peperit, deosculanda pnebnit. Qnid

ergo ? Repugnare videbitur Evangelio referentl quod surgens Jesus primo Marise
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We may, therefore, without fear of error, believe with

Suarez,0 that our Redeemer gladdened his Blessed Mother

with his glorious presence, before appearing to any other.

Without seeking the precise moment when this opinion began

to prevail, we firmly believe that it has always been the

opinion of the Church.

We willingly subscribe, say what others may to the con-

trarv,f to the authority of so learned and profound a theolo

gian, and hold for certain, that if our Lord vouchsafed to

appear to those of whom the sacred text speaks, he must

Magdaleme apparnit ? Absit : sed omnibus (beatam Virgincra Matrem excopimns)

testibus pneordinatis, quos solos nominare ad evangelistas pertinnit, vel quos

Christi resurrectionein annuntiare decnit ? Numqnid ill.un nuntiare decebat, ut

verba ejus tanquam deliramenta viderentur ante apostolos ? Si enim extranearnm

verba foeminarnm visa sunt eis tanquum deliramenta, quomodo non magis matrcm

amore filii delirare crederent ? Verissime ergo matri films resurgens apparnit,

sed ilia, ut ab initio ccepernt, ita et imme conservabat omnia verba luce, conf'crens

in corde suo. Quod si ideireo venim non videtur qnia nullus Evangelistarnm

scriptis hoc attostatur, cousequens est quod nunquam post resurrectionem snam

visus sit Matri, qnia qnando vel ubi apparnerit, nullus eornm edixit. Absit, inquam,

ut matrem propter se doloris gladio tansverberatam tam dura negligentia talis filius

inhonoraverit.

* Nibilominus absque nlla dubitatione credendum est Cbristum post resurree-

tionem primum omnium matri sRB; apparnisse. Qura sententia ex ipsis terminis

adeo est per se credibilis, nt fere sine controversia omnium fidelium et doctornm

aniinis insederit ; atque ita decent omnes scriptores catholici qni hanc qusestionem

attigrnmt. Unde videtur hie fnisse perpetuns Ecclesise sensus, qnia nullum

reperimus initium quando hoc coeperit in Ecclesia doceri. Et qnamvis antiqni

Patres id frequenter non asserant, non ideo est qnia contrarium sentirent (nnnqnam

enim hoc negarnnt) sed qnia solum ennarrabant qiue ab evangelistis scripta sunt.

Neque vero omnino desunt nobis antiqnitatis vestigia et testimonia. (ToM. II. in 3

p. D. THOM.E. diss. xlix. sect. 9.)

t The celebrated commentator Estius (in Mare. c. xxvi.), says that he is not

ignorant that many pious persons have believed that our Divine Redeemer ap

peared first to his Blessed Mother ; and although he does not formally condemn this

opinion, he advocates the contrary: 1st. Because Christ appeared to those who

were to render testimony of his resurrection : 2d. Because he wished to confirm

those whose faith was weak, nnd who needed consolation, like Magdalen, who had
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have appeared to Mary Immaculate ; and we are not far from

believing that he frequently honored her with Ms royal pres

ence during the forty days which preceded his ascension.

Thus the Blessed Virgin was the more consoled and glad

dened, as she had been more desolate and overwhelmed with

grief. We may then apply to her these words : " According

to the multitude of my sorrows in my heart, thy comforts

have given joy to my soul." 0

loved him greatly ; Peter, who had bitterly wept his deniul of his Lord ; the

apostles, who had been seized with fear. Mary, on the contrary, most firm in the

faith, had no need of this consolation. The eminent Hyacinth Serry endeavors to

prove the same. We think we have sufficiently refuted by solid proofs the argu

ments of Estius and the rest, who are indeed few. To the testimonies adduced by

us, we shall add that of Casaubon (Exereit. xvi. q. 118), who relying on Baronius,

says : " Beate Virgini Christum a resurrectione apparnisse omnium primse nsserit

Baronius ex veteri, ut ait, traditione. Neque ego velim contra tenere. Scio

Sedulium poetam id olim dixisse, postea alias."

• Ps. xciii. 19.

•

•

'

•
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CHAPTER X.

MARY WITNESSES THE ASCENSION OF OUR DIVINE

REDEEMER, AND RETURNS TO

JERUSALEM.

ft LTHOUGH the Blessed Virgin was often

rejoiced by the sweet presence of Jesus risen,

and never more experienced that cruel an-

gnish of which we have endeavored to give a

faint outline, yet it is certain that she never forgot all that

her beloved Son had suffered for the redemption of the human

race. Not only has she first taught us with what care we

shonld meditate the passion of our Divine Lord, but some

sacred writers, and particularly the mystics, say, moreover,

that whenever she went to Jerusalem, either alone or in com

pany with the other holy women, she visited and venerated

those spots bedewed with the blood of our Divine Redeemer,

and the sepulehre in which the body of Jesus had lain for

three davs. Sometimes she returned thanks to her divine
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Son for all that he had suffered for the salvation of the world,

and sometimes she gave course to that sweet and mysterious

grief, of which we can form some idea from a Saint Catharine

of Siena, a Saint Clara of Montefaleone, a Saint Catharine of

Ricci, a Saint Veronica Giuliani, and other holy and privileged

souls, that have been consumed with love contemplating a God

suffering, crucified, dead for us. Saint Odilo * relates, that

not satisfied with visiting the mountain where Jesus suffered,

died, and rose again, .she also went to that blessed grotto where

she bore him. There she shed sweet tears : there she imprint

ed sweet kisses on that fortunate earth, and consoled by the

sight of these holy spots, she returned to the society of the

Apostles ; f for as she had been recommended to John, it is

probable that he wished her near him ; now John then lived

with the other Apostles. Mary must, therefore, have been

among them, and this could not but have afforded them un

speakable consolation.

For forty days our glorified Redeemer had now conversed

with men on earth, the better to assure them of his noble

victory achieved over death, when it pleased him to ascend to

heaven, as he had said. To give this prodigy greater solem-

* Si wire volumus quid Genitrix post resurrectionem Domini, antequam ipse

cffilos ascenderet, agebat, sine dubio loca Dominicte navititatis, passionis, sepulturar

et resurrectionis frequenter circumiens invisere capiebat. In eisdem etkrn locis

laerymas fundebat, ct sanctissimi oris sui oscula duleissima imprimebat. Deindo ad

in itam sibi refugium, apostolicum videlicet contubernium, post intuitum dominico-

rnm loeorum cum gaudio remeabat. (Serm, tfe Assump. Tom. XVII. BibL Patr.)

f There is no doubt that the Blessed Virgin was the first who began to visit

the holy places, that is to say, the spots which had been sanctified by the presence

of Christ. The faithful always kept them in remembrance so well, that the tra

dition was handed down from father to son. The empress Saint Helena did not

leave the least spot unvisited, as Eusebius relates in bis life of Constantine (Lib.

III. c. xli.) He speaks not ouly of this Empress, but he says that persons came

from all parts of the world to visit the holy places. Thus began the pilgrimages

to the Holy Land, less frequent now than formerly, but yet still made by many.

w

I
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nity and more magnificent pomp, he wished himself to ad

monish the Apostles of it. When Jesus appeared to them for

the last time, they were all at Jerusalem, at table in the

Cenacleor chamber,* as Saint Augustine,f Saint Gregory,J

Saint Bede,§ Lyranus,j| and many others, with Suarez ^f

and Silveira ** maintain. He first gently reproached them

with their incredulity ; not, says Saint Augustine,ff that

they had not then a perfect faith in him, after his frequent

appearances to them, but because they had not believed the

words of the holy women, and had wished to see him with

their own eyes. After commanding them to preach the Gos

pel throughout the whole world, to baptize in the name of

the Father, the Son, and the Holy Ghost, all who should

believe in him, he foretold the miracles which they should do

in his name, whether he spoke in the literal sense or in the

figurative sense, as Saint Bernard JJ and Saint Gregory the

* That each may form a clear idea of the Cenacle, and know what place it was,

we shall say brieflV, that the Jews usually had one room larger than the rest,

entirely separated from the remainder of the house. There all the members of the

family assembled on domestic feasts, and to eat the paschal lamb. This chamber

was larger or smaller according to the fortune of the owner, and was called a

Cenacle. (/» Gen. vi.) God commanded Noe to make several cenacles. It is

traditional that the house where Jesus eat the Last Supper belonged to John, eur-

named Mark, the companion of Saint Paul and Saint Barnabas in their preachmg.

Many think it belonged to some other. It is supposed that the apostles took refuge

there at the time of our Lord's passion, that there Jesus appeared to them after

his resurrection, and the Holy Ghost came down on Whitsunday.

t De Consens. EmnyrUstarum, Lib. III. c. xxv.

J Ham. XXrX. in Evany.

§ In Marc. XVr. " Comm. in 3farc. XVL

^ fa sod. loc. diy. xlix. sect. I". »» Lit. IX. c. U. n. 3.

ft Tie Consens. Evany. Lib. III. c. xxv.

• JJ Sine dubio ejicinntur demonia, cum erodicantur de corde peccata ; exinde

qui in Christum ereduat linguis loquuntur novis cum jam recedunt vetera de ore

eorum . . . Serpentes tollant necesse est dum venenatas sugsjestiones extingunnt.

(Serm. I. de Ascens..)—" Doubtless devils are cast out when sins arc rooted out of
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Great maintain.* He reminded them that it had been neces

sary, as he had several times said,f that, according to the

prophecies, he should die, and rise again on the third day.

He commanded them to announce to all nations his death,

of which they were to bear a constant testimony ; he promised

to send them the Holy Ghost, and finally ordered them not

to leave Jerusalem, but to await the promised gift. Saint

Luke writes that our merciful Redeemer eat with his Apos

tles, J and we are disposed to believe with Natalis Alexan

der § and Silveira, || that our Divine Lord again gave the

the heart ; so these who believe in Christ speak in new tongues, when their former

language leaves their lips . . . They must take up serpents who extinguish enven

omed suggestions."

* Qui dum bonis suis exhortationibus malitiam de alienis cordibus nnferuat,

serpentes tollunt ; et dnm pestiferus suasioues audiunt, sed tamen ad operationem

prnvam minima pertrahuntur, mortifernm quidem est quod bibunt, sed non eis

nocebit; qui, quotics proximos suos in bono opere infirmari conspiciunt, dum cis

tota virtnte concurrent, et exemplo operationis sats illorum vitam roborant qui in

propria actione titubant, quid aliud laciunt, nisi super tegros manus imponunt ut

bene habeant ? QRIR nimirum tanto mojora sunt, quanto spiritualia ; tanto majora

sunt quanto per hscc non corpora sed animie suscitantur. (Hom. xxix. in Evang.)

-—" While by their pious exhortations they take malice from the hearts of others,

they take up serpents ; and while they hear pestilent allurements, but are not

drawn to evil, they drink indeed what is deadly, but it shall not harm them ;

when they see their neighbors waver in good works, and concur virtuously with

them, and by the example of a good life strengthen those who falter of themselves,

what do they but lay hands on the sick, that they may recover ? These miracles

are so much the greater as they are spiritual ; so much greater as by them not

bodies but souls are raised up." t Luke xxiv. 46.

J Acts i. 4. From this verse and Mark xvi. 14 : ("At length he appeared to

the eleven as they were at table "), Commentators believe that they spoke ouly

of Our Redeemer's last appearance to the Apostles, and that having found them at

table, he eat with them as ho had done formerly.

§ In Erany. in die Aicen«ionis.

|| Multi gravi doctores hoc Christi convivium referunt ad cceleste poenlum

ilivinn? Eucharistite, quam Christus in hoc ultimo vale cum suis discipulis coui-

municavit, ut dolor de ejus absentia mitigaretur, et ut eos in spe coelestium dono-

rnm firmaret et in adversis corroboraret. (!n act. I. 48.)

IKWKJ
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holy Eucharist to the Apostle*, to fortify them with this

bread of the strong during his long absence, and to inflame

them with love and hope of heavenly things.

We are aware that some critics of rare severity, who

dread to admit any thing not written in the gospels, maintain

that the Blessed Virgin was not present at the ascension of

Christ, and that only a few saw Jesus ascend to heaven.*

As we seek only the truth, we shall give the objection still

greater force by adding, that few Fathers mention Mary's

presence. We shall not here discuss the reasons for this

silence : we shall not examine what negative value silence

may have in historical facts : we shall not say that there are

many things of faith of which the gospel does not speak, and

which we know solely by tradition ; it is enough to say that

the holy Queen of Sweden f affirms that Mary was present

at the ascension of her divine Son ; and following the most

credible mystics and writers, we shall endeavor to relate all

the circumstances which attended this ascension of our

Divine Lord, circumstances on which our opinion is founded.

After this each may embrace what opinion he chooses.

These writers think that towards the end of the meal the

Blessed Virgin came into the chamber with the other women

and the disciples ; who all, either because Christ had told

them, or because he had manifested it in some other way, knew

that he was to ascend on that day to heaven. It is impossi

ble to give with certainty the number of happy wituesses of

this resurrection, yet it is believed that there were, including

the eleven Apostles and seventy-two disciples, about a hun

dred and twenty, as there were in the Cenacle, when Saint

• See SANDINI (He Christo. Domino, cap. xvi. § 12), where he speaks of those

who were present at Christ's ascension. .

t Ego etiam in monte, quaudo Dei filius, qui est et mens filius, ad Denm

ascendit. (Rev. Lib. III. c. x., and Lib. IV. c. i.)
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Matthias was elected and invested with the apostleship, of

which the traitor Judas had made himself unworthy.0

The garden of Olives, where Christ began his bitter passion,

and where, loaded with the sins of the world, he had humbled

himself so before his Father, seems to have been the place

which he chose for his glorious triumph.f Our Redeemer,

as mystics contemplate, and it is not improbable, went forth

surrounded by a band of chosen angels, and a multitude of

souls who had come forth from Abraham's bosom, and had for

ages longed for this happy moment.^ Beside Christ was

his beloved Mother, who, after having been the companion of

her Son's sufferings, was now the partaker of his joy and glory.

Then came the Apostles, the disciples, all who had formerly

followed Jesus of Nazareth. This privileged band of the

faithful doubtless passed throngh the streets of Jerusalem,

and as Silveira relates, by the divine will all the spectators

were stupefied. No one had the courage to ask a question or

oppose the march of this blessed procession, or inform the

priests and Pharisees, and the numerous party freely left the

city and followed Jesus, who led them towards Bethany. Our

Lord turned his steps towards that village because it lay near

the garden of Olives, or, as among others Cornelius a Lapide

thinks,§ because Jesus wished to invite Martha and Mary,

who were not in that happy company.

* So all affirm who comment on the first chapter of the Acts.

t Saint Luke, iu the last chapter of his gospel, merely says that Jesus led his

disciples towards Bethany, and, in the Acts of the Apostles, he relates that, after

wituessing the ascension of Christ, they returned from the garden of Olives ;

hence the commentators generally believe that it was from this spot that Jesus

ascended to heaven.

J These sonls of the just who attended Christ all came from Limbo, and many

rose with their bodies. Origen, Saint Jerome, Saint Thomas, withont our naming

many other Fathers and Doctors, believe that these latter ascended to heaven with,

their bodies. Others believe that they died again a little before.

§ In Luc. c. xxiv.
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We will not here recall the question which the disciples put

to Christ, whether, at the time of his Ascension, the kingdom

of Israel, then tributary to the Romans, would be restored to its

ancient splendor, nor the reply which was nmde them ; 0 but

we will briefly say that our divine Master bid them prepare

with care to receive the power of the Holy Ghost, which

should inflame their heart, open their understanding, render

their lips eloquent, and make them heralds of his divinity,

not only in Judea, but throughout the world ; then turning to

his beloved Mother, he said : " 0 Mother,"—we quote Saint

John Chrysostom,f—" peace be with thee ; be not afflicted that

I return to my Father ; I will not leave thee unconsoled, who

art the glory and light of the world : I will not leave thee,

my spotless abode : I will not leave thee, my holy temple :

I will not leave thee, who alone in the universe hast been

found faithful ; I will not leave thee, 0 holy, incorruptible

ark ; I will not leave thee, 0 Virgin, 0 my mother ! Nay

more, when thou shalt leave this life, I will not send an

angel, but will come myself, to receive thy soul more radiant

than the Sun." These sweet words the Blessed Virgin

* Acts i. 6.

t Vossius attributes this discourse to Saint John Chrysostom, bnt others deny

it to be his. Be that as it may, it is of great weight from its antiqnity. Saint

Ildephonsus is of the same opinion (Serm de Aisumpt.}, and Saint Cyprian says :

" Toties denique Maria filinmi audivil, non modo turbis loquentem in parabolis

sed et discipulis seorsum regni Dei mysteria revelantem : vidit miracula facientem,

vidit resurgentem, vidit et ascendentem, sed in iis omnibus quoties verecundissimsa

Virginis vox memoratur audita ? "—" So often then did Mary hear her son, not only

speaking to the multitude in parables, but in private, revealing to his disciples the

mysteries of the Kingdom of God j she saw him work miracles, she saw him rise,

she saw him ascend, but in all these how often is the voice of the most modest

Virgin mentioned ? " Hence Trombelli does not hesitate to say : " I do not oppose

this opinion, for I know it to be pious, and bunded down not without some proba

bility."
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answered with equal love : but it is not given to the human

mind to relate the words of that sweet colloquy.

Thus conversing, our Divine Redeemer ascended that

mountain whence every part of Jerusalem could be seen.

The nearer he approached the summit, the more sweetly he

spoke to his disciples, taking leave of them, according to the

expression of de Ponte,* like a good father, who leaves a

beloved family. Saint John Chrysostom is not alone in say

ing that the immaculate Mary had a private conversation

with her divine Son on great and numerous mysteries ;

Cornelius a Lapidef with de Ponte add, that our Divine

Redeemer gave the Blessed Virgin the wound of his sacred

side to kiss. O what unspeakable consolation must not our

Queen, our beloved mother, have derived fr.mi that kiss !

But the last moment has come when the Eternal Word

must leave the earth to enter into his glory. Mary, the apos

tles, disciples, and all that holy company have their eyes fixed

on Christ. With his brow encircled by splendid rays, full of

joy and majesty, Jesus once more casts a look on all those

blessed souls ; in token of love, he extends his hand to bless

them all, and by his own power ascends to heaven, his face

turned towards the setting sun, leaving, as a sweet and per

petual remembrance, his footprints impressed on the stonj,^

whore for the last time he stood.

* Meditation on the Ascension, mentioned by Cornelius a Lapide, Comm. Act. I.

\ In Ant i. n. 137.

I Adricomius (n. 192) writes, that this impression was still to be seen in his

time on the mountain, and citing St. Paulinus, Bishop of Kola, he also relates that

it could not be covered hy the stones of the temple raised by Saint Helena.

Bedo (de Locia Sanrtia; relates, that in his time various prodiiries happened on

thmt mountain on Ascension day. His words ure : " In die Ascensionis Dominierc

per siuurulas annos, misFn perncta, validl ftaminis procella de sursum venire con-

suevit et omues qui in ecclesia fuerint terne prosteruere. Tota ilia nocte lucenue

ardent, ut nmu illustrari tantum, sed et ardere mous et suppofita loca videantur."—
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It is easy to imagine their admiration at this sight.

They then acknowledged him as truly God, and, as Saint

Luke says,0 they adored him, which they had never done

before, as Maldonado justly remarks, commenting this passage

of the gospel ; for although the apostles and disciples believed

in his divinity, yet they saw him conversing in the human

form with them.

Saint Augustine, explaining, with other Fathers, these

words of the fifty-seventh psalm of David : " Evening, and

morning, and at noon I will speak and declare," says that

Jesus Christ was crucified towards evening, rose in the

morning, and ascended to heaven at noon. And indeed it

would seem that the heavens should have been in the height

of their splendor when the Sun of Justice, encompassed by a

numerous cloud of holy souls,f with so much pomp and

splendor rose to glory, and at last opened to mortals the gates

of heaven, closed during so many ages. The Church also or

dains for this reason that the paschal candle should be ex

tingnished at that hour on Ascension day.^

All remained there, looking up heavenward, and could

not remove their eyes from an object that constituted their

delight and real felicity, when our Divine Redeemer, who had

" On Asceusion day, every year after mass, a strong wind as from above prostrates

all in the chureh, all that night tapers bum, so as not only to enlighten the moun

tain and neighborhood, but even give them the appearance of being on fire."

* Luke xxir. G2. " And they adoring went back into Jernsalem."

t Speaking of those who rose with Christ, Origen, Saint Jerome, Bede, Cle

ment of Alexandria, and others, believe that they ascended in the body to heaven.

(See SAINT THOMAS, in 4 dist. 43. q. art. 1. ad. 3.)

J Saint Augustine teaches in several passages, that this feast was instituted by

the apostles, and it was celebrated on the fortieth day after the Resurrection. la

the fifth book of the Apostolic Constitntion^ chap. xix., it is ordered to celebrate

it on Thursday of the fifth week. Saint Bede relates as we have said, thit tapers

were kept burning in the chureh all night, a ceremony which has fallen into dis

use. (See BENEDICT xiv., de Festi».)
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ascended to heaven by his own power, entered a white cloud

marvellously resplendent, in which the angelical Doctor,0

with the Fathers of the Church, beholds the power of the

Father who raises and receives the Son. In fact, many say

that the Eternal Father came in that cloud with the nine

choirs of angels to receive the Incarnate Word. With this

heavenly cortege, amid joyous canticles, Christ traversing in

an instant the immeasurable space to the heavens, sat at the

right hand of his Father ; which, according to all the Fathers

and Doctors of the Church, signifies that the Son as God is

eqnal to the Father in the possession of divine things, and

that as man, he has received supreme dominion over all

creatures.

The pious Saint Bernard f considers the feelings of the

Immaculate Virgin, who at once desires and regrets that her

Son should ascend in his glory ; sometimes, in the words of

the Canticles, she invites him to fly to the mountains of per

fumes, and sometimes with the spouse herself, after having

seen him on the high mountains of Bether, she lovingly culls

him to remain by her and beatify her by a sweet look. Saint

Bernard concludes by saying that the Mother of our Redeemer

was at once consoled and afflicted : consoled because she saw

her Son ascend in glory ; afflicted because she saw herself left

by him on earth.

All continued to look up to heaven, and absorbed in sweet

thoughts, they could not withdraw themselves from sweet

* In Ft. III. p. q. Ivii. art. 3, speaking of this cloud: "And while they were

looking, he was lifted up and a clond received him," he answers : " At first there

fore it is to be said, that Christ in said to have risen by his own power, yet was

raised by the Father, because the power of the Father and the Son is the same,

BO too Christ by his own power ascends to heaven, and yet was lifted up and as

sumed by the Father."

f Cant. ii. 17.
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contemplation, when suddenly two angels in human form

appeared before them in white garments,0 and said to

them : " Ye men of Galilee, why stand you looking up to

heaven ? This Jesus who is taken up from yon into heaven,

shall so come as you have seen him going into heaven."

At these words they obeyed in silence, and with Mary,

whom John for the first time accompanied, they returned to

Jerusalem. They immediately entered the Cenacle, where,

persevering in prayer, they prepared from that moment to

receive the Holy Ghost, as we shall see in the beginning of

the fourth book.

* In the life of Saint Francis of Rome, written by Ursinus (Bk. IV. ch. xiii.), it

is stated that it was revealed to that Saint, that the two angels who then appeared

were Saint Michael and baiut Gabriel.
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BOOK FOURTH.

THE LIFE OF THE BLE8SET) VIRGIN, FROM THE MOMENT WREN SHE

RETIRED TO THE UPPER ROOM WITH THE APOSTLES, TILL HER

GLORIOUS ASSUMPTION— OF HER VIRTUE9, HER

POWERFUL PATRONAGE, AND THE TRUE

MEANS OF OBTAINING IT.

 

CHAPTER I.

MARY RECEIVES THE HOLY GHOST.

*HO would not envy the happy lot of the Apostles,

disciples, and all those who asembled in the upper

room to receive the Holy Ghost ? As we stated

in the preceding book, they numbered about one hundred

and twenty, or it may be even more, as we may believe from

one of St. Paul's epistles.0 They had constantly with them

* The apostle says (/. ad. Corinth, xv. 6.) that Christ, in his eighth apparition,

appeared to five hundred brethren assembled : " Of whom mnmy remain until this

present, and some are fallen asleep," and we read (Acts ii. l.i " that they were all

together in one place," hence some have thonght that they were more.
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the Blessed Virgin, the Immaculate Mother of our Divine

Redeemer. Nor was her presence there a dream of the pious

imagination ; they saw her really near them, and they

admired her singular fervor. Her example powerfully stimu

lated them to persevere in prayer.0 Oh what tongue can ever

tell with what respect they treated each other, with what

love their hearts were inflamed for each other, and how

efficacious and powerful over all was the word of our august

Queen ! Although they spent the greater part of the time

in addressing to heaven the most fervent prayers that the Holy

Ghost might descend upon them,f they must also have met for

the other acts of life, while awaiting so ineffable a gift. What

sobriety then in words, what frugality in meat, what solici

tude to anticipate the day in singing the praises of the Lord !

How all in them must have exhaled the sweet odor of the sub-

limest sanctity, since they had to gnide and instruct them the

holiest of all women, the pillar and light of the rising Church !

Hence we readily believe with the pious Ludolph,J that to

* All these were persevering with one mind in prayer, with the women, and

Mary the Mother of Jesus, and with his brethren" (Acts i. 14), and as Saint Luke

says : " And they were always in the temple praising and blessing God." (xxiv.

53.) Some have supposed that this upper room was in the temple, and others,

that assembling at the upper room, they spent a great part of the day in the tem

ple, thus explaining their perseverance in the temple.

f Our Lord ascended to heaven after having shown himself to his apostles for

forty days, speaking to them of the kingdom of God. (Acts i. 3.) And he com

manded them not to leave Jernsalem, but to await the coming of the Holy Ghost ;

now the Holy Ghost descended " when the days of the Pentecost were accom

plished." (Acts ii. 1.) They aoeordingly prepared during ten days to receive

him. It is a constant tradition of the Chureh that it was on a Sunday. We will

remark, as some learned writers conclude from this, that the feast of the Azymea

or unleavened bread, was celebrated that year by the greatest part of the Jews,

on the Sabbath, and that the Paschal Lamb was eaten on Friday. (See Du HAJIRI,

Note on Acts ii. 1. BENEDICT XIV. de Feetis c. xi. § 2.)

J Vita Christl II. c. Ixxxii.
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all their devotions they added the mortification of fasting,

since it was the custom among the Christians of the primitive

Church to fast rigorously from Ascension day to Whitsun

day.

One of the first and principal acts which took place in

that holy assembly, was doubtless that by wnich the apostle

Saint Peter began to exercise that supreme and sovereign

power which he was to transmit to the end of time, to his

successors in the episcopacy ; this was to call another to the

seat of the son of perdition, of that faithless apostle who sold

his divine Master, and then hung himself in despair.

We shall not stop to describe how the unanimous voice

proposed Joseph, surnamed the Just, and Matthias, nor how

the lot favored Matthias,* who thereupon assumed the minis

try and apostleship ; we shall only say with some doctors of

the Church,f that in all probability the Blessed Virgin, as

mistress and directress of this new society of the faithful, con

vinced the prince of the apostles,^ that the time had come

for him to display that primacy of honor and jurisdiction

* Commentators give various explanations to the words of the saered text :

" And the lot fell upon Matthias. (Acts i. 25.) Saint Antoninus (pt. I. tit. VI. c.

xii.) followed by many others, says that he was pointed out by a ray of light ;

Salmeron {tom. xii. tr. 10) likewise, followed by many others, maintains that the

lot (son, tc\i]pos) spoken of must be understood of the ballots given in favor of

Matthias. Silveira, on the authority of Saint Dionysius the Areopagite, Saint

John Chrysostom, Saint Augustine, and other Fathers, thinks that the name of

Matthias came forth of itself, and thus this miraculous election took place accord

ing to the prayer which they addressed to God : " Thon, Lord, who knowest the

hearts of all men, show whether of. these two thou hast chosen to take the place

of this ministry, and apostleship, from which Judas hath by transgression fallen,

that he might go to his own place." (Acts i. 24-25 )

t NICOLAS ALREHTI, Comment on the Life, Doctrine, and Miracles of Christ,

Pt. III. c. xxxv.

I Albertl (ch. xxxv.), whose authority is surely of some weight from his erudi

tion and science.
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which Christ had given him over all the rest. There can be

no doubt that the Blessed Virgin was the first to acknowledge

and revere the pre-eminence of the Apostle and rejoice at it.

But it is time to relate how the Divine Spirit which

quickeneth, descended visibly on the Church of Christ. Ten

days had rapidly* gone by in this fervent preparation, and the

feast of Pentecost had already begun, a feast which among

the Jews was celebrated the fiftieth day after that of the

Azymes. The disciples were all together in the Upper Room,

praying with the liveliest faith the Holy Ghost to descend

upon the earth, when, about the close of the third hour,* the

gates of heaven suddenly opened, the empyrcum shone with

dazzling light ; a noise like a violent wind approaching, filled

and shook the whole house where they were assembled. This

noise was heard through the whole city ; and as it seemed to

come from that house, the people, surprised at the prodigy,

hastened to the spot to learn the cause of it.f All were

beside themselves, not with fear, but with joy. Nor had

they recovered from their astonishment, when they beheld

tongues of fire divide and rest on them,^ and first of all on

* See BENEDICT XIV. de Festia, where he speaks of Pentecost.

t It is evident that it was the third hour after suurise, for we read in the Acts

of the Apostles, that at that hour Saint Peter preached ; hence the Church says :

Dum lucis horatertia

Ilepente mundus intonat,

Orantibus apostolis

Deam venirl nuntiat.

"When, as the Apostles knelt

At the third hour in prayer,

A sodden ru*hing sound proclaimed

The God of glory near.

ttnd she chants at Tierce : " tfunc Sancte ndbis Suirisui; and on Whitsunday at the

suune hour she iatones the Van Creator Spiritas.

J Here too interpreters disagree ; some say that a great globe of fire appeared,

which divided into as manv tonspies as there were persons present ; others think

that at first this flame was divided as it were into tongues of fire ; and others 
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that Blessed Virgin, who in that holy assembly occupied the

most honorable sear. It sceius probable that the Blessed

Virgin, always privileged in all things, not only solicited that

moment by her prayers as she had solicited that of the incar-

naticn, as we have said after the Fathers, but also that in

ecstatic contemplation she beheld the Incarnate Word implor

ing the Father to send down the Divine Paraclete, and that

in spirit she joined in the prayer of her most holy Son.

Whatever may be thought of this opinion, we hold for cer

tain that Mary was filled with the Holy Ghost far more than

the apostles.0 The Holy Ghost did not then merely begin

to abide in her, but he inflamed her more ardently, inas

much as he did not begin in her a new work, but only con

tinued the work long since begun.

Tears of consolation and love bedewed every eye : the roof-

trees of that happy house resounded with canticles of joy ;

and all, already filled with faith and love, had no ambition

but to preach the God whom they had seen some weeks before

crucified and then rise again. Already they were inflamed

with a holy desire to publish these truths and divine myste

ries which had formerly seemed so obscure to their weak

intelligence. Now not danger, not suffering, not prison or

chains, not death itself in its most cruel form alarms them.

fmally, that many tongnes rested on each, the better to symbolize the diversity of

tongues which the apostles and other preachers of the Gospel were to speak ; for

the same gift has been accorded to many Saints, who first bore to heathen nations

the name of Jesus Christ, and his holy law. Cahnet (Acts ii. 3) says, thnt it was

not a material fire, but a splendor like fire, as a symbol of the ardor and light

which the Holy Ghost commnnicated to those happy apostles. Ursinus says (in his

Life of Saint Francis of Rome, Book IV. c. xiv.) that it was revealed to that il

lustrious saint, that on that day, not only those assembled there, hnt nil the just

in the world were filled with the Holy Ghost, and that each received it more or

less fully according to his capacity.

* Bom. III. in die Pentecostei.
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They look upon it as glorious to suffer the most horrible

torments for the holy name of Jesus.

We cannot doubt but that one of the gifts of the Holy

Ghost which they received was the gift of tongues, so neces

sary for propagating the gospel, whether the Apostles spoke

one single language understood by all, or had acqnired the

faculty of speaking all languages as Saint Paul says of him

self, for we read in his first epistle to the Corinthians : " I

thank my God I speak with all your tongues." f Both

opinions find advocates : the former, however, seems the more

probable, since Saint Peter's sermon was understood by all

who had come from various countries to Jerusalem.^ Did

Mary receive the gift of tongues ? Many doctors . doubt it ;

the gift, they say, was necessary mainly for the diffusion of

* The commentators on the Acts of the Apostles, on the books of the New

Testament, and Ecclesiastical historians, remark the great change effected in the

disciples of Christ, before so ignorant and timid, to whom their divine Master's

words seemed so obscure; and they note alsc the firmness of all those who sne

ceeded in the apostleship or mission of preaching the word of God to the heathen.

t Acts xiv. 18.

J As we read in Acts ii. 9-11. " Parthians and Modes, and Elamites. and in

habitants of Mesopotamia, Jndea, and Cappadocia, Pontus, and Asia, Phrygia,

and Pamphilias, Egypt, and the parts of Libya about Cyrenc, and strangers of

Rome, Jews also and Proselytes, Cretes and Arabians ; we have heard them speak

in onr own tongues the wonderful works of God." Did the Apostles speak one

single langnage understood by all, or did they, as occasion reqnired, speak any

tongue ? We cannot decide this question by the sacred text, for we may under

stand it in either way. " And they began to speak with divers tongues, according

as the Holy Ghost gave them to speak." (IL 4.) "And every man heard them

speak in his own tongue, and when this was noised abroad, the mnltitude came

together, and were confounded in mind, becanse every man heard them speak in

his own tongue." (ii. 6.) And trnly it was an extraordinary prodigy for the

Apostles, speaking their own langnage, to be understood by men of ull lands.

Commentators explain this gift by saying, that as the confusion of tongues was a

punishment at the dispersion of the human family (Gen. xi. 9) ; so, for the unity

of the faith, the gift of tongue* was granted in order that the faithful might be

rennited in a single body.

1 ±f
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the gospel ; now as Mary had received no such mission, the

gift would have been as useless to her as to the other women,

more especially as Saint Paul 0 formally teaches that women

should not speak in the church. Yet the Angelic Doctor

says that Mary received certain sublime gifts not for her use

so much as for her glory ; and Saint Antoninus adds, that it

is a pious belief that the Blessed Virgin received the gift of

tongues : for although Mary was not, like the Apostles, deputed

to travel seas and oceans, or preach, nevertheless, that no spir

itnal good or grace should be withheld from her, it became her

not to be deprived of this : " So Christ, according to the

Angelic Doctor in his summa," continues the learned arch

bishop of- Florence, "although he needed not the gift of

tongues, because he preached only to the Jews, nevertheless

possessed it. Nor did he possess it in vain, although he

used it not, but had it for its excellence." Could this gift,

then, have been refused to his holy mother, who of the purest

creatures most resembles God ? Besides, although the

Blessed Virgin did not preach, yet it is a probable belief, not

indeed written, that after the coming of the Holy Ghost,

many of different converted nations and tongues hearing of

the mother of Jesus God, came to visit, venerate, and listea

to her words ; and that she, full of charity, and incapable or

erring in words, spoke, consoled, answered, instructed in the

various tongues in which they were born." f It seems to us,

* " Let women keep silence in the churehes, for it is not permitted them to

speak." (1 Cor. xiv. 34.) " Let the women learn in silence with all subjection, bnt

I suffer not a woman to teach, &c." (1 Tim. ii. 12.)

f Quia beata Maria Virgo fnit cum apostolis orans, quando recepernnt Spiritum

.Sanctum, credendum est quod et hoc donum recepit cum eis. Qnamvis non essct

depntata a Deo ad discurrendum per mare aut ad predicandum sient apostnli, tumein

ut nihil boni spiritualis et gratise ei subtrahatur, decebat eam hoc non privari : sic

nee films ejus, qnamvis non egeret habcre donum lingnarmn qnia non proxlicavit
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too, that this gift became the sublimity of the Blessed Virgin,

of her who was the spouse of Him who dispenses his gifts in

wisdom ; our Queen, encompassed by all graces and adorned

with the most precious ornaments. " Let us accord to Mary,"

exclaimed the pious Gerson, Chancellor of the University of

Paris, on Whitsunday in the Council of Constance, " let us

accord to Mary this gift as mistress of the Church ; and as to

the prohibition of St. Paul, a common law does not affect a

privileged person, and Mary was the apostle of apostles." f

Let us with Rupert, the abbot,^ admire the graces showered

on our Queen, and amid these graces manifested in her by

God, such as wisdom, science, prophecy, the gift of miracles.

let us also behold the gift of tongues. •

But why dwell so long in proving the propriety of this

gift in Mary ? Was she not rich enough with all the rest,

even supposing the gift of tongues withheld ? The human

mind is confused when it considers, even superficially, how

nisi Judeis dicens : A'on Kan missus nils' >>•l ovcs [met, non tamen hoc caruit,

seeumdum beatum Thomam in Summa. Nee frustra ipsum habuit quamvis eo non

sit nsus sed ad excellentiam ejus. Praterea ipsa beata Maria, et si non pnedicaret

verisimiliter tameu credendum cst, quamvis non eeriptum sit, quod multi ex con-

versis et diversis nationibus ct linguis audientes matrem Jesu Dei, omues post od-

ventum Spiritus Sancti accedebant ad eam visitandam, venerandam et audiendam.

Quibus cum plena esset churitate nec in loquela posset errare, loquebatur, conso-

labatur, respondebat, instruebat variia idiomatibus in quibns illi nutrito et edocti

orant. (Part IV. tit. xv. exix. § 8.)

t Tertia qusestio. Amplius quserunt si donnm hoc lingnarnra collatum est

mulieribus, et Marite matri Jesn, sedentibus et orautibus in coenaculo reliquis.

Auget difficaltatem dictum Apostoli, qui docere mulierem non permittit. Sed oliud

cst quod lex commnna vetat, aliud quod privilegiata son privata concedit. Itaque

M:tria apostolorum fait apostola. (Se>m. dc Spiritu Sancto habitas in concilia Con-

s/nnt'neiui in die Pentscmstes 7 June, 1416.)

J Jure mircmur quantis et qualibus deliciis affluat : deliciis gratiarnm quie

munifestantur a^l utilitatem, videlicet sermone sapientite, fide, gratia sanitatum,

opuratione virtutum, prophetia, diaeretione spiritunm, generibus lingnarum, inter-

prstatione sermonum. (Lib. VIII. in Caut. (.'.miic.j
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abundantly the Holy Ghost poured forth his gifts into that

privileged soul.* Our mind is situated as our eyes are when

they have before them a horizon exceeding the reach of sight,

or a light so bright as to dazzle them. Mary was filled with

grace on the day of the annunciation, and from that moment,

as Saint Bernard teaches,f she had, so to speak, a certain

jurisdiction over all the temporal graces of the Holy Ghost.

That same grace increased greatly when, as we have said, she

brought forth the Son of God ; finally, on that happy day, she

attained a summit which it is not given the human mind to

imagine.

Although the Fathers and Doctors of the Church, after

torturing their minds and wearying their imagination to find

new praises, new images, new comparisons, endeavor to say

something worthy of Mary, yet all confess with one voice,

that they are ravished and overcome by the force and fuluess

of that immense river of graces. And in fact, what more

sublime can be said of Mary, than to exclaim, with the same

holy Doctor,J that she was worthy of the regard of God, from

the beauty of her virtues, and worthy of the Eternal King, who,

drawn by her sweet odor, chose to repose in her virginal

womb ? This is not all, when we consider the extraordinary

manner in which she received the Holy Ghost : if the Holy

Ghost every day descends invisibly into the souls of the just

* The Blessed Virgin, besides the seven gifts of the Holy Ghost, received also

the fruits of those gifts, which are, as the Apostle says : charity, joy, peace, pa

tience, benignity, gooduess, longanimity, milduess, faith, modesty, temperance,

chastity. (See ST. THOMAS, III. p. q. 70.)

t Beata Virgo, a tempore quo concepit in utero suo habuit quamdam jurisdic-

tionem, ut ita dicam in omnes temporales gratias Spiritus Sancti, ita ut nnlla

ereatura gratiam nccipiat nisi secundum dispositionem ipsius.

J Digna plane qunm respiceret Dominus, cujus decorem concupisceret Rex,

cujus ardntc suavissimo ab reterno illius parentis sinu attraheretur accubitus.

(Ham. iv. sup. Missus est.)
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with greater abundance as they are better disposed and

prepared, who can deny that, of all those who were in the

upper room, none was so well prepared as she to receive so

rich and so august a guest ? To cite a single comparison

used by the holy Fathers, comparisons that seem bold, but are

after all only feeble images, we will say that, to express how

the Holy Ghost descended on that beloved spouse, they take

as a similitude the universal deluge. " The waters of heaven,

they say, were so abundant, that the rivers and the sea left

their beds, and the whole earth was inundated ; so Mary

pours forth on the earth the superabundance of the graces of

the Holy Ghost, to produee the frnit of faith." 0

We must not then be astonished that the Seraphic Doc

tor f ventures to say, that God might well create a world

more perfect than that which we inhabit, a heaven more vast,

and adorn it with other and more splendid planets and stars

almost to infinity ; but that he could not make a creature

greater than Mary.

She herself well knew this truth, when, notwithstanding

her profound humility, at the sight of the signal gift and ex

traordinary graces lavished upon her, she cried out in the

presence of Elizabeth : " He that is mighty hath done great

things to me." J She does not say what these great things

* Imbrem Spiritus Sancti in nniversam terram ad producendum fidei frnctum

cum impetu dimisit. " She sent with might the shower of the Holy Ghost upon

the whole earth to produce the frnit of faith." (ST. EPIPHANIIUS, Serm. cfe Laud

Viry ) Saint Jerome and other Fathers echo this.

f Esse matrem Dei est gratia maxima punE creaturm conferibilis. Ipsa e^t

qna mnjorem facere non potest Deus. Majorem mnndum facere potest Dens, majus

coelum, majorem qnam Matrem Dei facere non potest. " To be the mother of

God is the greatest grace that can be conferred on a creature. It is one, than

which God can make no greater. The Almighty may make a greater world, a

greater heaven, but not a greater creature than the Mother of God." (Spec. D.

Viry. Iff. x.)

I Luke i. 49.
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were, because, as Saint Thomas of V illanova remarks, they

are unspeakable.0

* " Non explicat qusenam hsec mngna fuernnt, qnia inexplicabilia." " She

does not explain what were these great things, because they are inexplicable."

(Conrio III. de Katie. I'wy.)

 



 

CHAPTER II.

•

WHETHER THE BLESSED VIRGIN WAS BAPTIZED, AND WHAT

OTHER SACRAMENTS SHE RECEIVED.

 

OME Holy Fathers and some scholastie

writers think that the Blessed Virgin

never was baptized ; but that, by a spe

cial privilege, she compensated for this

sacrament, which makes us children of the Church, and with

out which we cannot receive the others, by the abundance of

the gifts which she received from the Holy Ghost on the day

of Pentecost. To prove their position, they examine our

Divine Redeemer's motives in instituting Baptism. ' That

sacrament, they say, is received for three reasons : to distin

guish the faithful from all other men by an indelible charac

ter; to efface original sin, and that by means of actual £>race,

the habit of virtues may be infused into us, and that by

sacramental grace we may accomplish the duties of a Chris
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tian." 0 Now was the Blessed Virgin bound by any of 1h?se

motives, to receive it ? Was she not sufficiently distingnished

from all creatures, after having been chosen by God to be the

Mother of the Incarnate Word ? Is she not styled by the

Church, " Cause of our joy," expressly for having borne the

Saviour ? Could original sin be effaced in her, whom we

have seen exempt from the fault of our first father from the

very moment of her conception, exempt from the sting of

concupiscence, and adorned with the habit of all supernatural

virtues ? f What new grace could she need, whom the angel

saluted as full of grace ?

In truth, these arguments seem, at first sight, to have

considerable force, yet without derogating in the least from

Mary's extraordinary sanctity, we shall briefly examine whe

ther she was capable of the sacraments, and then which of

them she received. For this purpose we shall follow espe

cially the opinion of Saint Antoninus,J who, invoking the

anthority of Euthymius and Albertus Magnus, treats this

question with great learning and ability. First, he says,

although Mary had no need of receiving the sacraments,§ she

* TEHTULLIAN, Lib. de Bapt. c. xii. ST. JOHN CHRYSOSTOM, Ham. XX. to Act.

Apoet.

t See above, Bk. I. ch. vii.

J Tom. IV. Summse, tit. xv. cap. xvi. De triplici yeners yratiarnm. Marias collat.

Henriquez, Vasquez, Snarez, Canisina, Bellarmine, and others, are of our opinion.

§ Yasqnez believes too, that Mary was obliged to receive holy Baptism, in con

sequence of Christ's general precept : " Unless a man bo born of water and the

Holy Ghost." (John iii. 5.) After giving various opinions, he proceeds : Quornm

sententia mibi probatur, tametsi beata Virgo neque peccatum originis commisit.

Nam qnamvis necessarius sit baptismus ad remittenda peccata, tamen etiam cen-

setur necessarius ad profitendem fidem Christl etrecipienda csetera sacramenta, at-

que ita ad cousequendum regnum coelornm. Ac prninde etiam justi homines judsei,

qni a peccato originis et actionis, anteqnam institutum esset hoc sacramentum,

erant expiati, nt consequerentur seternum bcatitudinem baptizati debebant, et eo

sacramento fidem proiiteri. Et qnamvis beata Virgo ub obligntione hujus prsecepti
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nevertheless chose to receive them, to give all men a beautiful

lesson of humility. She was the new Eve. Now if the

mother of the human race left us a sad example of extraordi

nary pride, by which she wished to become equal to God, the

first virtue which that wiser and better Mother sought to

bequeath to her children was doubtless, as Saint Ambrose

says, the virtue of humility. That spiritnal mother of all

carefully inculeates it in every thing ; thus we have seen her

fulfil the precepts of the law instituted for sinners, as if they

were binding on her. If through humility she chose to

undergo the rite of Purification, and ransom her Son in the

temple, how can we but believe that, impelled by the same

motive, she eagerly received the sacraments instituted by her

divine Son ?

Secondly, she received them for the instruction and the

edification of others ; that is to say, to teach even the most

perfect to observe the laws, and never exempt themselves from

them, for any reason whatever. The commandment which

God gave the apostles, and which they preached to the nations,

was general and obligatory on all,0 and it would be injurious

libera fnisset. nihilominus baptizari volnisset, si status ipsins cum essentia et in-

stimtione sucramenti non pugnaret, sicnt revera non pugnavit."—" I prefer their

opinion, although the Blessed Virgin was not subject to original sin. For althongh

baptism is necessary to remit sin, yet it is also necessary to a profession of faith

in Christ, and a preparation for the other sacraments, and consequently to the

kingdom of heaven. Hence even the just among the Jews, who, before the insti

tntion of this sacrament, had expiated original and actnal sin, had to be baptized

to attnin eternal bliss, and profess faith by this sacrament. And although the

Blessed Virgin was free from the obligation of this precept, nevertheless she chose

to be baptized, if her state was not repugnant, as in reality it was not, to the es

sence and institntion of the sacrament."

* Going therefore, teach ye all nations, baptizing them in the name of the

Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost, teaching them to observe all things

whatsoever I have commando I yon, (Matt. xxviii. 19.)
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to the Blessed Virgin to think merely that she did not submit

to it.

" Mary," Continues Saint Antoninus, " by this care and

solicitude not only sought to instruct the perfect, but also to

teach sinners to employ humble remedies to blot out their

sins. Sinners shrink from being regarded as such : and

seldom bewail their faults with the same contagious liberty

with which they commit them ; they repent of their faults

interiorly, and blush to purify themselves. It was, then, to

encourage us by her example, that our tender mother like a

humble sinner received the sacraments instituted against siu.

In fine, she wished to receive them from supererogation. We

read in the Apocalypse, " He that is just, let him be justi

fied still ; " 0 and in the Proverbs f it is written, that " the

path of the just as a shining light goeth forwards and incrcas-

eth even to perfect day." If the tepid and imperfect stop at

what is absolutely necessary, careless about advancing in the

narrow path of virtues, it is not so with those who aspire to

the highest perfection ; for they consider that the way of

grace and virtue is, so to speak, infinite, and they remember

these words of the apostle : " Be zealous for the better gifts ;

and I show unto you a yet more excellent way."J They

recall also these words of the Ecclesiasticus : " When a man

hath done, then shall he begin," § which means that merit

may always increase by new acts, by new works which endear

• Apocalypse xxii. 11.

t Proverbs iv. 18. Saint Bernard (Ep. 253. ad. Ab. Gar."), commenting those

words, says : " The just man never thinketh that he hath attained, never says it

in enongh : but always hungers and thirsts after justice, 'so that if he should live

for ever, he would ever strive as far as in him lay, to be moro just, ever strive to

advance from good to better with all his strength.

J 1 Corinth, xii. 30.

§ Ecclesiasticus xviii. 6.
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us to the Lord. Now if the just endeavor to do so, what

must not Mary the immaculate have done ? Having, dif

ferently from her Son, received a finite though superabun

dant grace, she could and did advance admirably day by day

in perfection by acts of virtue by which she derived a greater

merit, and so pleased God more ; and as the sacraments are

instituted for this end, Saint Antoninus concludes that Mary

received them,0 although she had no need of them.

Let us now see what sacraments the Blessed Virgin re

ceived. We will in the first place say with most of the Fathers

and with the same holy archbishop, that she was baptized,

not to be cleansed from original sin, from which she was

exempt, but to receive the character and merit which baptism

confers. But as the baptism administered by St. John was

only a baptism of penance, and did not confer these advan

tages, we affirm of Mary what Saint Augustine f writes of

the Apostles, that Mary was not baptized by John. As to

the silence of the Evangelists on this point, as on all that we

have yet to say, we remind the reader once for all, of what

we said in the last chapter of the preceding book, and con

clude with the gentle Saint Bernard,J that the Evangelists

* Virgo igitur Maria etsi in sanctificatione sna fuerit in utero matris plena gra-

tise et in conceptu felici mnlto magis repleta, tanta silicet qnanta erat capax pura

creatura, non adeo quod non potnit in ea crescere dum erat viatrix, ideo quotidie

magis ac magis B. Maria in illis exereebatur, nude posset magis meritum augere

et Deo placere : et ideo sacramenta sumebat etsi eis non egeret, at magis in gratia

cresceret per effcctum sacramentornm."—•' The Blessed Virgin then, though full of

grace by her sanctification in her mother's womb, and made still replete with it in

her happy conception, as much as a pure creature was capable, not so that she conld

not increase in it while a traveller here, so she daily practised more and more the

things whereby she could aeqnire greater merit, and please God more ; and so she

received the sacraments although she did not need them, that she might, by the

effect of the sacraments, increase more in grace."

f De Conxtcrat. distinct 4. Qiuindo apud. S. AxroxrxtJM, nt supra.

J " If not a leaf from a tree, nor a sparrow fall to the earth without onr heavenly
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have deemed it superfluous to mention the baptism of the

Blessed Virgin.

As to the time when she received it, we candidly confess that

it would be difficult to say. She doubtless offered no delay,

and must be numbered among the first who were baptized. It

is an ancient opinion that Christ baptized only Saint Peter,0

and that the latter administered this sacrament to the Bless

ed Virgin and the other Apostles. This is nowise repugnant

to the sublime dignity of the Mother of God ; the divine

Master wished her with all his Apostles to be baptized by him

whom he left on earth as the visible head of his Church, to

which we can belong only by baptism.

The second sacrament which the Blessed Virgin received,

to fulfil the commandment given by Jesus Christ, was doubt

less the sacrament of the Holy Eucharist.f According to

St. Antoninus, whom we have several times cited already, she

sought in this sacrament a more lively remembrance of the

Passion of our Lord, an exercise of actnal devotion, and a

consolation in the absence of her divine Son. Many believed

Father, that is by his ordination, I do not think that a superfluous word es

caped from the month of the Evangelist, especially in the historical part."

* Nicephorus, in his History (Bk. II. ch. iil), cites the Epistle of Evodins, en

titled Lumen, in which it is said : " Christus manibus ipse suis Petrnm tontummodo

baptizavit ; Petrns porro Andream et filios Zebedsei ; hi deinceps reliquos aposto-

los, &c." In the edition of the works of Hippolytus, Bishop of Porto, annotated

by Fabricins, there is a passage of Hippolytus of Thebes, extracted from a book

written six centuries prior to Alexis Comnenus, where we read : " Invenimns

autem in sacra scriptura quod decimo sexto anuo a-tatis sute sanctissima Domiua

nostra Deipara salvatorem et Dominum nostrnm Jesum Christum peperit, buptizata

vero sit a Petro et Joanne apostolis."—" We fmd it written among sacred things

that in the sixteenth year of her age, onr most holy Lady, Mother of God, bronght

forth Our Saviour, and Lord Jesus Christ, but that she was baptized by St. Peter,

and Saint John, the Apostles."

t Unless yon eat the flesh of the Son of man, and drink his blood, you shall

uot have life in yon. (John vi. 54.)

BW:'iWSS
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that she received at the hands of John, her well-beloved

Son ; and we do not hesitate to affirm with Vasques,* that

she daily nourished her soul with the saving food. We read

in the Acts of the Apostles f that the primitive Christians

persevered in the doctrine of the apostles, in prayer, and in

the communion of the breaking of the bread of angels. Now

if it was the custom of the faithful to communicate daily, as

the Holy Fathers hold, how could our dear Mother, the

Blessed and Immaculate Virgin, but have done so ? Oh with

what dispositions, with what ardent sighs and loving words

she often approached the Bread of the strong ! With what

humility, confidence and desire she must have received that

heavenly food which, as Saint Thomas shows with great force

of argument^ is the remedy of all our evils, repose and com

fort in the hardships of life, the true manna, containing in it

all sweetuess ! O Mary ! pure and immaculate Virgin, thou

never thus approachest Jesus, without always returning richer

in graces and spiritual consolation. Alas ! it is not BO with

us, soiled with the uiire of vice, seduced by worldly joys, blind

* " A sueramento alturis euscepto conseenta est dominicte passionis rememora-

tionem, devotionis actualis exercitationem, contra corporalem absentii Filii conso-

lntionem."—"In the saerament of the altar she obtained a recollection of the

passion of our Lord, the exercise of actual devotion, and consolation for the cor

poral absence of her Son."

t " lte saeramento encharistisc, certum etiam esso debet beatam Virginem non

eemel atque iterum, sed frequentissime illud accepisse, tum ut servaret pnecep-

tum illius quod ipsam quoque comprehendebat, tum etiam ex devotionis aft'eetu ;

ac proinde fructum illius qui est argumentum justitieiuionis ex opere operate re-

cepisse (V. III. part. disp. 119. n. 68.) "We ought too to hold for certain that

the Blessed Virgin received the Holy Eucharist not once or twice, but most fre

quently, both to fulfil the commandment which included her, and from a feeling

of devotion; and hence that she received its fruit which is an augment of justifica

tion, ex opere operate.

J Acts ii. 42.

§ III. part, Qusest. 20. art. 6. ad. 5.

 



LIFE OF THE BLESSED VIRGIN.

 

ed by passion, or at least defiled by the dust of a world which,

was ever unknown to thee ! O holy Virgin. 0 merciful

Virgin, obtain that following thy example the priests who

offer the one uubloody sacrifice of the new law, and the faith

ful who partake of the Holy Eucharist, may all approach the

holy table with a holy fear and a holy joy ; and if they are not

animated with the beautiful dispositions which we admire in

thee, let them come at least as well disposed as possible.

Certain as it seems that the Blessed Virgin received these

two sacraments, does it seem improbable to us that she

received the others, for all the subtleties by which some theo

logians seek to prove it. In fact, what need had Mary of

confirmation, if at the coming of the Holy Ghost the Blessed

Virgin was confirmed in grace with the apostles ? Saint

Antoninus* teaches that she received his sacrament but in

an extraordinary form, and without the unction. According

* In III. p. ad. quiest. 27. art. 6. disp. 119. num. 67, he speaks as follow*:

"1'e confirmatioois quoque sueramento dubitandum non est beatie Virginl sicnt

apostolis collatum fuisse, et virtute illhis justificationis gratite augmentum acce-

pisse, non quod illud sub forma consueta et unctione externa receperit sed quod in

die Pentecostes cum carteris apostolis ct discipulis sub visibili forma pro saeramento

confirmatiouis Spiritum Sanctum acceperit. Nam sient in exordio nascentis Ec-

clesiie evangelicte hoc saeramentum sola imuositione manuum conferebatur, itu

etiaun adventus Spiritus Sancti sub figura ilia sensibili pro saeramento confirma-

tionis beatce Virgini et apostolis fuit ; ac proinde augmento gratite ex opere

operate, quod ipsi saeramento sub formo consueta responderet, privuri non de-

buerunt."—"There can be no doubt but that the saerament of confirmation was

conferred on the Blessed Virgin, as on the apostles, and by virtue thereof, she re

ceived an inerease of justifying grace, not that she received it in the usual way by

external anointing, bnt that on the day of Pentecost with the apostles and disci

ples, she received the Holy Ghost in a visible form, instead of the saerament of

confirmation. For as in the Church at first this saerament was conferred solely by

the imposition nf hands, so too the coming of the Holy Ghost in that sensible

figure stood i:i place of the saerament of cmufirmmtion to 'the Blessed Virgin and

the apostles : and hence they were not deprived of an inerease of grace ex opere

operato, which accompanies the saerament conferred in the usual form."
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to the angelical Doctor,0 Mary received, instead of the visible

unction, a correspondent unction in tongues of fire ; for, says

he, " fire is nourished hy oil, and the tongue represents the

odor of balsam."

Still less can we say that she approached the sacrament

of penance, whether, as Saint Antoninus f after Albertus Mug-

nus maintains, she confessed that she had not merited dc on-

diyno the graces received ; or accused herself, as Dennis the

Carthusian J says, of not having sufficiently thanked the infi

nite Majesty of God, or not having loved him with all the

love of which he is worthy. Theologians cannot admit these

subtle arguments. The matter of the sacrament of penance

shonld not be doubtful, but certain ; and the Immaculate

Virgin, who never knew the shadow of even an indeliberate

venial sin, could not, as the holy Council of Trent teaches, be

capable of absolution. Consequently Mary could not receive

the sacrament which is instituted to efface the stains of sin.§

* Citing the authority of the Angelic Doctor, he says : Et si non fuit ibi auctio

seusibilis non defnit unctio invisibilis. Nam qnum B. Thomas dicat in IV. quod

apostoli fuernnt confirmati in die Pentecostes, misso in eos Spiritu Sancto ad robur,

ubi loco unctionis visibilis fait ignis in forma lingnornm per qnamdam correspon-

dentiam, nam olenm est fomentum ignis, et lingna correspondet balsami odori'

Beata autem Maria fnit in receptione ilia Spirirus Sancti cum apostolis recipiei:s,

undo et chrismata cum eis. " If there was no visible unction, invisible unction

was not wanting. For St. Thomas says, that the apostles were confirmed on the

day of Pentecost, when the Holy Ghost was sent to strengthen them, and there

fore in the form of tongnes by a certain correspondence replaced the visible unc

tion. Now the Blessed Virgin was with the apostles in that reception of the Holy

Ghost, and of conrse received the graces with them." SUAREZ (tom. II. in IIL

par. disp. 18. sect. 3), says the same.

t Loc. supra, cit. J De laudibui Deiparte. Lib. III. art. 28.

§ We may here show how St. Antoninus says that the Blessed Virgin may have

received Extreme Unction : " In extrema Unctione recepit victorice pneterite et

plense gloria significationem, et loco remissionis venialium totius doloris mortis

remissionem. Et pro infirmitatis allevatione totius corporis glorificationem. Et

quamvis beata Maria potuerit hoc sacramentum non suscipere exempta, per
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Finally, we have sufficiently shown that the union of Mary

and Joseph, was a real marriage, * but no theologian of any

learning will aver that it was a sacrament. When that

marriage was contracted, Christ had not come into the world,

as Theophilus Raynaldus reminds us ; f and when, at the

marriage feast at Cana in Galilee, Our Lord raised marriage

to the dignity of a sacrament, Joseph, according to the com

mon opinion was already dead. And moreover, who but

knows that this sacrament, like all the rest, had no obligation

till after the abrogation of the Mosaic law ? Let no one say

that the unity and indissolubility of this chaste marriage were

the figure of the sacrament, and supplied for it, for this same

figure could be found in all the marriages of the Jews who

were not polygamists, and did not repudiate their wiv^.

privilegium quod Dominus confert iis quos sine infirmitato et mortis dolore dig-

uadi* est evocare, tamen videtur quod isti privilegio suo abrenuntiaverit et saera-

mentum illud pro peccatoribus institutum, humilitur susceperit, et humilitute,

quam per totam vitam tenuerit, egressum consummaverit." " In extreme unction

ehe received the signification of past victory and full glory instead of the re

mission of venial sins, the remission of all pain in death, and glorification instead

of the relief of bodily pain. And although the Blessed Virgin might not have re

ceived this saerament, exempt by the privilege which the Lord grants those whom

he vonchsafes to call without sickness and the pain of death, yet she seems to have

renounced the privilege, and humbly to have received this saerament instituted for

siouers, and consummated her departure by the humility which she had ever hud

in life." (Pars. IV. tit. iv. c. xvi. § 2 ) Vasquez and many others, deny it

against Snarcz. (Tom IL Ft. IIL disp. xviii. § 3.)

* See Book II. ch. 1.

t " Conjugium quod cum Josepho inivit Maria fnisse saeramentum et auxisse

gratiam teque cetera novte legis saeramenta qute suscepit . . . ad eo manifesto

t'.ilvm est, ut coufutari non debeat ; omuia enim novie legis saeramenta sunt in-

stituta a Christo qui tune nondum venerat."—" That Joseph's marriage with Mary

was a saerament, and inereased grace like the other saeraments of the new law

which she received, is so manifestly false, that it duca not deserve a refutation ; for

all the aacnunente of the new law were instituted by Christ, who had not yet

cmme." (TinxH'u. RAYNALD, Pt, II. See also TROMRCXLI, Part I. dissert. xxxiv.)
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Besides, when was the grace conferred by Christ in this

sacrament promised to these marriages ?

But perhaps we have dwelt too long on such questions,

which are more adapted to satisfying curiosity than awaken

ing devotion ; leaving each one then to think as he will on

th is point, we will resume the thread of our narrative, always

relying on conjectures most worthy of credit.

1

I
u
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THE CLOSE OF THE LIFE OF THE BLESSED VIRGIX

maternity which, for the advantage of all the

faithful, Mary received at the foot of the cross, she

never ceased to exercise with solicitude during the

long years which she spent on earth, as she does

not, nor will ever cease to exercise it in heaven to

the end of time. It is very probable that Mary continued to

reside in Jerusalem, and that often, if not always, she was

amid the apostles and disciples, who lived doing good and

conversing of her divine Son : the happy Saint John, who

doubtless sought to discharge the duties incumbent on a lov

ing and devoted son, taking especial care of her.

If we can credit the apocryphal narrative which bears the

name of Saint John, Mary resided in Jerusalem near Mount

Sion. It is very easy to imagine the life she led there,

although the Evangelists and more ancient authors do not

speak of it. This life was what it had ever been, that is to say,
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at once contemplative and active. Besides venerating, as we

shall show, the spots marked by the blood-stained steps of our

Divine Redeemer, the Blessed Virgin always, whether she

worked,0 or took some frugal nourishment to support her fail

ing strength, meditated the Passion of her Son, as if that

remembrance was still fresh in her mind'. She endeavored to

rise by degrees to the most sublime virtues, although she had

begun when the greatest Saints end ; like the noble eagle,

which in its sublime flight rises heavenward above all other

birds, Mary incessantly rose day by day nearer to God ; and

although her life might be called all heavenly, because in

thought Mary was constantly rapt up to heaven, yet she

ardently desired to see God face to face, and join her Divine

Son in the glory which he had gone to prepare for her. As to

the active life, that is to say, in work, useful to our neighbor,

she instructed the Apostles "]- and confessors, and strengthened

the martyrs : she was the radiant mirror of virgins, the conso

lation of the widow and the afflicted, the wholesome monitor

of those that lived in wedlock, and the perfect support of all

the faithful." To all she gave wholesome counsel, and all were

kindly weleomed, and strengthened in the faith by 'her word.

Hence Saint Anselm's faithful disciple J does not hesitate

to affirm, that it was not only useful but also necessary, that

Mary should survive our Divine Redeemer for some time.

But the religion of Christ was to be ever persecuted, in

order ever to triumph miraculously, and the immense numbcr

* " Sic quoque passio sna in corde meo fixa erat, quod sive comedebam, sive

laborabam qnasi recens erat in memoria mea." (SAisT BRIDGET, Lib. VI. c. vii.)

f Ascendente Filio ad snum regnum gloriosum, Virgo Maria in hoc mnndo ad

bonornm confortationem et errantium correctionem permanere permissa est. Erat

enim magistra apostolornm, confortatrix martyrnm, doctrix confessorum, clarissi-

nunn speculum virginum, consohitrix vidnarnm, in conjugio viventium saluber-

rima monitrix, atque omnium in fido Catholica perfectissima r'borafrix." (Serm,

Anyeli ad S. Bridg. c. xix.J EADMERUS, de Excellent™ Vin)inii.
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of martyrs was ever to be a new proof of its credibility. How-

was it possible that corrupt men, sullied by every vice, could

voluntarily accept a law which, by declaring war on the pas

sions, should subjugate the senses ? How could an infinite

number of Christians of every age, sex and condition, during

more than three centuries, suffer and allow themselves to be

immolated like lambs, had they not been upheld by God's

grace ? Our Divine Redeemer had foretold his followers that

they must meet persecutions, and he had also promised to

give them force to endure it ; how the Divine Master's word

was fulfilled, the history of the Church can tell.

In Jerusalem, after the stoning of Saint Stephen, a vio

lent persecution arose, in which Saul displayed the greatest

cruelty. He penetrated into houses, violently dragged off

men and women, to hurl them into dungeons. * Thus was

the new-born Church in the greatest anguish, the liveliest

affliction ; almost all were dispersed in the parts of Judea

and Samaria, which contributed in no slight degree to diffuse

the light of the Gospel, so true is it that the God of mercy

ever derives good from evil. The Apostles, however, remained

at Jerusalem, and Mary consequently remained there also ;

full of love for God, solicitude for the salvation of men, and

zeal for the good of the Church,f she was afflicted at the

tribulation of the faithful ; she feared lest they might sink

* "And at that time there was raised a great persecution against the church

which was at Jerusalem, and they were all dispersed through the countries of

Judea and Sumaria except the Apostles . . . But Saul made havoc of the church,

entering in from house to house, and dragging away men and women, committed

them to prison. They therefore that were dispersed, went about preaching

the word of God." (Acts viii. 1, 3, 4.)

t Sexto, putiebam dolorem ex tribulatione apostoloruun et amicorum Dei,

quorum dolor erat dolor mens, timens semper et d ;leus, titnens ne succumberent

teatntionibus et tribulatiombus et dole;is quin verba nlii mei, ubique habebaat

contradictionem. (SAINT BRIDOET, Ren. Lib. VI. c. Ivii.)

 

26
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under persecution and not have strength to resist the

temptation. She suffered cruelly to see her Divine Son's

doctrine, after so many shining proofs, still exposed to

the most unjust and bloody contradiction among a nation

which Christ had loaded with so many benefits. The good

ness of Mary's heart, even better than the authority of the

best writers, 0 induces us to believe that her prayers, in union

with those of Saint Stephen, contributed to obtain the mirac

ulous conversion of the most ardent persecutor of the Church,

of Saul, who became that vessel of election, that Apostle as

zealous in propagating the faith, as he had previously been in

opposing and stifling it. That miracle took place, according

to Baronius, f thirteen months after the death of the proto-

martyr ; and during that time, Sanl had not ceased persecu

ting the disciples of the Redeemer. J

When the tempest was calmed, the Apostles at last began

their mission, by bearing the light of the Gospel to all parts

of the world. § It seems to us probable that at that solemn

moment, they all assembled around the Blessed Virgin, to be

* ALREllTI NICOLO, already cited.

f Ann. 3(i. c, i. In the Roman martyrology, the commemoration of St. Paul's

conversion is made itl these words : " Conversio Suncti Pnuli apostoli, quse fnit

seenndo ab Ascensione Domini anno."—" The conversion of St. Paul the Apostle,

which took. place the second year after onr Lord's ascension.

J See Timxus, in Act. ix.

§ It is not easy to determine precisely the year when the apostles, after com

posing the creed, dispersed to preach the gospel throughont the world. Cornelius

a Lapide and Silveira (in Acts xii.), say that it was when St. Peter went to fonnd

the see of Antioch, and that St. James, the greater, went to Spain. Tirinus (in

Chron. c. 1.), says, that this took place twelve years after our Redeemer's death,

when the second persecntion was raised by Herod Agrippa. Baronius adopts this

opinion, and assigns as a reason for it, that in cousequence of the persecution, they

were no longer safe in any part of Judea. Salmeron, Canisius, and other theolo

gians, believe that it was in the 44th year of the Christian era, the second of the

reign of Clandius, the year when St. Peter fonnded the Chureh of Rome, after

having for seven years filled the see of Antioch. There are also other opinious.
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strengthened by her words, and commend themselves to her,

that they might ever be assisted by her powerful protection.

It is easy to imagine with what regret the Blessed Virgin

parted with a flock so faithful and dear to her heart, what

salutary advice she gave them all, promising ever to aid them

in her apostleship. It was the Mother of God, the spouse of

the Holy Ghost, who spoke ; we think that she revealed to

them many things concerning her divine Son of which they

were unaware,0 and that not only some returned to Jerusa

lem to see her again, but that she appeared several times to

the apostles, showing them in what manner she wished to be

* Many writers of great anthoritv, such as Sophronius, Saint Bernard, Saint

Ildephonsus, and others, believe that the Messed Virgin revealed to the apostles

many things concerning our Lord Jesus Christ. This shonld not be understood

of which regard faith, as our Redeemer's public life, for they had been herein suffi

ciently iastrncted by the Holy Ghost, but of things relative to the childhood and

hidden life of Jesus. In fuct Saint Luke begins his gospel by telling Theophilus,

that he will relate all that he had heard from eye-wituesses, " according as they

have delivered them unto us, who from the beginning- were eye-wituesses, and

ministers of the word." He then speaks of the birth and childhood of Jesus,

things which neither he nor the apostles had seen ; who could have taught them

to him but the Blessed Virgin herself ? Who but she was in this " the minister of

the word ? " And again, Saint Ambrose says (De Inat. Viry. c. vii.), that Saint

John soars above the other Evangelists, because, as the gnardian of the Blessed

Virgin, he had learned of her the sublimest mysteries tonching the Divine essence.

(See too CARDINAL WISEMAN, Essays I. 589, &c.)

St. Bridget thus confirms it (Serm. Any. c. xix ) : " Apostolis ad se venientibus

omnia quse de filio suo perfects non noverant revelabat, et rationubiliter declara-

bat." She revealed to the apostles, and reasonably explained whatever they had

perfectly understood concerning her Son.—Rupert the abbot gives a beautiful ex

planation (Lib. /. m Can/.) : " An qnia Spiritus Sanctus illos docnit ideireo tuse

vocis mngisterio non ilRs opus fnit ? Imo vox tna, vox illius fnit Spiritus Sancti ;

quidqnid supplement! opus erat, vel testimouii ad confirmandos singulornm sensus

quos acceperant ab eodem Spiritn, ex reliirioso ore tuo pereepernnt."—" Was

there no need of the instrnction of thy voice because the Holy Ghost taught them ?

Nay, thy voice was the voice of the Holy Ghost himself; whatever was needed as

supplement or testimony to confirm the meaning of what they had received from

the same Spirit, they learned from thy religious lips."

,,:!
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honored, as according to Cornelius a Lapide, she appeared to

Saint James in Spain.*

We cannot affirm whether St. John remained constantly

at Jerusalem with Mary, or whether, during the time that

his ministry called him elsewhere, he confided her to Saint

James the Less, Bishop of that city. Both opinions have

their advocates ; but to understand the question, it is neces

sary to settle well the time when the apostles left Judea to

preach the Gospel. If we adopt the opinion of those who

think that this occurred twelve years after Christ's resurrec

tion, that is, according to some, after the death of the Blessed

Virgin, we may affirm that the beloved disciple, never, or

scarcely ever, left Mary. We shall, however, return to the

subject in the following chapter, when we speak of the

r;(( fj Blessed Virgin's age at her death.

Herod Agrippa, son of Aristobulus and grandson of that

barbarous Herod, who ordered the massacre of the Inno-

cents,f had been confirmed by the Emperor Caligula in the

government of Judea, and had obtained the title of King, a

title constantly refused to his predecessors. Impelled by his

desire of ingratiating himself with the Jewish people, this

ambitious and cruel prince put to death Saint James, then

just returned from Spain ; J he cast Saint Peter into prison,

* Cornelius a Lapide (in Act. xii.), relates an apparition of the Blessed Virgin

in Spain ; this apparition leads us to suppose that others took place. His words

are : " Undo beata Virgo adlme vivens Hierosolymte eidem Jacoho apparuit

Ciesaraugustie, insistens columme, jussit que ibidem oratorum sibi extrui priede-

cens ilium Ilisfmniu; purtem sibi fore devotissimam."—The Blessed Virgin, still

alive at Jerusalem, appeared to James at Suragossa, standing on a pillar, and

ordered an oratory to be erected to her there, foretelling that that part of Spain

wonld be very devout to her."—So speak Castro (c. xviii. >, and Silveira (in Act.

xii. n. 17, and in Apnc. c. xvi. 2. 318.) t See Book II. c. xiii.

J Saiat James's martyrdom, according to Baronius, took place in the year 44.

Some fix it at a different period.
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intending to put him to death after the Pasch, and excited

against the Christians a second persecution, more cruel than

the first. Some, relying on an epistle from the Council of

Ephesus to the Clergy of Constantinople,* believe that the

Blessed Virgin then went with Saint John to Ephesus, capital

of Asia Minor ; a city greatly renowned for its temple of

Diana, and to which people flocked from all sides, because it

was a city that carried on an extensive foreign and inland

trade. We can easily conceive the grief which the Church in

Jerusalem experienced when Mary set out, accompanied by

the beloved disciple, and escorted by a legion of angels. All

who met her fell prostrate before her, dazzled by the divine

light which illumined her heavenly countenance ; unspeak

able sweetuess inundated the heart of all who saw her, even

without knowing her ; and this is not one of those pious and

poetic exaggerations, one of those flattering images with

which we love to adorn objects dear to us. In default of other

proofs, it would suffice to remind the reader that Saint Diony-

sius the Areopagite f came from Greece, in hopes of seeing the

* Vi'e shall speak of this letter in the fifth chapter.

f The following is the letter written to the npostle. Althongh the works of

St Dionysius are regarded as apoeryphal, and attributed to a writer in the fourth

century, they are even so the testimony of an ancient author : " I confess before

God, that man could not conceive what I not only with my mental, but even with

my bodily eyes saw, observed, and gazed upon with my own eyes, the godlike,

and above all heavenly spirits most holy mother of Jesus Christ our Lord, whom

the benignity of God, and the clemency of the Saviour vonchsafed to show to

me. \\ hen by John, head of the Evangelists and Prophets, who dwelling in the

body on earth, shines like the sun in the heavens, I was led to the godlike

presence of the most high Virgin, such an immense external di\ine splendor shone

around and rudinted more fully within, So great a fragrance of all perfumes super-

abounded within me, that neither the wretehed body nor the soul could sustain the

evidence of smch beatitude. My heart failed, my mind fainted, overwhelmed

with the mnje-ty of so mnch glory, I call to wituess the God who abode in the

Virgin, had not thy doctrine, O Paul, taught me, I should truly have believed her
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Blessed Virgin. This hope made him insensible to the length

and hardships of the journey. Beautiful and majestic as this

philosopher represents her in his ardent imagination, sublime

as was the idea he conceived of her, he did not hesitate to

say, that after having been introduced to her by the beloved

Apostle, he beheld her so radiant with light, exhaling so sweet

a perfume, that he felt faint, overwhelmed by the majesty

of her great glory, and that in the transport of his joy and

admiration, he cried : " 0 holy Virgin, if I did not believe in

thy divine Son, I should worship thee as a deity ! "

But the Areopagite was not the only one who came from

far countries to visit and venerate the mother of the Redeem

er. If, as Lucius Dextro0 attests, many came from Spain

to Jerusalem to have the happiness of contemplating her,

how could those who dwelt in countries bordering on Pales

tine but have gone, when they daily heard such marvels

related of our august Queen ? We accordingly readily

believe that pious pilgrims came continnally to her abode, and

that one party no sooner left than another entered.

All these pious travellers returning home, found no words

to express what they had seen, and what they had heard from

the Blessed Virgin, who, as we have said, was endowed with

the gift of tongues. And was not this gift useful, as we

have said, to exercise a ministry, the more beautiful and

useful to the Church, as it was less manifest and striking ?

All praised the beauty and affability of Mary, and her special

power in extingnishing in those who saw her the flames of im

purity ; in fine, every virtue that ravishes the heart was visi

ble in her.

to fon a God ; for no greater glory of thn hies*' 1 0uu be

ness which I now unhappy, then most lunppy, tasted."

* In Citron, ad Ann. 37.

than thnt unhappi-
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The Gospel has not, indeed, recounted the miracles

wrought by her in her lifetime ; yet who would deny them ?

Would it not be to insult her power ? Is not this gift one

of those which theologians call gratnitous, and with which

Mary was adorned ? If it was a miracle to hear her speak

several languages, must she not also by frequent prodigies

have confirmed the faith in those who visited her ? Those

who could not see the heavenly Queen, did not fail to consult

her by letters, as the illustrious St. Ignatius says.0

This concourse of pilgrims and the faithful, certainly did

not diminish at the time when the holiest of Virgins dwelt in

the most impure city of all Asia, where the dissolute Venus

had her chief worship, amid the false and lying gods. What

a contrast to the eye of faith ! How Mary .must have suf

fered to see so much abomination, blindness and crime ! 0,

while John sought to spread the faith,f how she must have

endeavored by word, example, prayer, to recall that people

from idolatry to the worslup of the true God. She thus

taught us how we should act in similar circumstances, and

how we too may exercise an apostleship by diffusing the good

odor of Jesus Christ, and aiding onr neighbor by word and

example ; for there is no teaching more powerful than this.

It is believed that Saint John remained at Ephesus till

the time when he was called to the council of Jerusalem.

According to the ecclesiastical historians, Saint Peter was

about to convoke a council, when he and all the Christians

* When we treat these questions we shall speak of thie authenticity of the

letters written by the Blessed Virgin.

t Although Saint John in the time of Domitian's persecution was conducted

from Ephesus to Home, and after issning unharmed from a culdron of boiling nil,

was banished to the island of Patmos, whence he returned to Ephesus after

that emperor's death, yet Tellemont believes that he had previonsly resided in that

city.



 

were driven out of Rome by the Emperor Claudius. Cerin-

thus, according to Saint Epiphanius,0 had begun to teach

that the Gentiles, before becoming Christians, should prepare

by circumcision, and the observation of the law of Moses.

Those from Judea readily accepted a doctrine which honored

them, and sought to enforce its observance. St. Paul and

St. Barnabas rejected it, as the Gentiles who embraced

Christianity became everyday more numerous. The Apostles

and priestsf assembled to resolve the important question,

which was warmly supported on both sides. After a long

discussion, it was decided that the Gentiles converted to the

true God, should not be troubled, but that they should

abstain from victims offered to the idols, fornication, and the

eating of blood and strangled animals.

It is probable that the Blessed Virgin returned at that

time to Jerusalem ; that all the Christians saw her once more

with joy ; and that she with consolation heard of the progress

cf the Christian faith ; there is no difficulty in admitting

this ; but in spite of what Theophilus Rayneldus,J the pious

Canisius § and others say, she did not preside at this council,

for her voice was not heard, and she wituessed the decision

without taking part in the discussion ; || Christ did not give

* Harfs xxviii. ST. AcorsnxE, In Catal. hares.

t Acts xv. 6. &c. As it is related that Peter, John, James, Barnabas, Paul

and the priests took part in the council, and no mention made of the other

apostles, it wonld seem that all were not present. Cornelius a Lapide in fact

says: "John might be recalled from Ephesus, and Matthias, with such others as

dwelt in neighboring cities." Baronius (Ann. xv. 17), and Saint Clement (Conrf.

Lib. vi. c. xii.), think that all the other apostles came there, although they wens

in distant conntries, the Lord so willing, for the defence and propagation of his

holy law.

J Diptych, ^farim P. I. punct. x. n. 13.

§ De f)eipura, Lib. v. c. i.

|| Yet so says the Abbot Rupert, that " she neither cried ont, nor contended,

nor was her voice heard in the streets." De Castro is also of this opinion, (/fat.
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the government of his Church to his Blessed Mother, but to

the Apostles, and the bishops their successors. We are still

less inclined to believe Carthagenus * and others, when they

tell us that our Blessed Mother governed a monastery of

virgins, situated on the summit of Mount Carmel. All this

we can deny without in the least diminishing Mary's immense

merit ; what do I say ? we believe that we would do the

Immaculate Mary great wrong by attributing to her what

does not belong to her ; for as Saint Bernard wrote to the

canons of Lyons, " The Queen's honor loveth judgment."

As we have remarked, we find nothing more as to the

Blessed Virgin in the writings of the Evangelists and the

Apostles after the coming of the Holy Ghost, and we find

little concerning her in the writers who flourished in the first

centuries of the Church. But is it not possible that many

facts came down by oral tradition to later writers, who

committed them to writing to prevent their being lost ? Be

that as it may, it is certain that Mary devoted the rest of her

life to acts of religion, charity, and good example ; but these

acts are known to God alone, who beheld their singular perfec

tion. Yet we shall endeavor to say what seems to us most

probable concerning them.

c. xix. n. 8.) Cornelius a Lapide says : " Rupert justly thinks that the Blessed

Virgin, as the mistress of the apostles, defined all this question ; not that she sat in

council, for this did not become her sex, but that privately consulted by the

apostles, she first pronounced her opinion."

* De saera aniiqmtute ordinis Beatce Marice di Monte Carmelo. Lib. I. c. i. Rny-

mildus and others repeat it, but Bee their refutation in Trombelli, Pt. I. dissert.

xliv. f Epist. 175.

 



 

CHAPTER IV.

THE BLESSED VIRGIN^ HAPPY DEATH.

 

RISING- admirably every day from virtue to vir

tue, the holy Virgin had attained the highest

degree of perfection which a human creature

^^ can attain ; so that she was soon to pass

from exile to her home, from pain to joy,

from humiliation to glory, from earth to heaven. Perhaps

she herself, by the desire which consumed her heart, by that

holy impatience which made each instant seem an age, has

tened that happy moment by praying the Lord to recall her

to him. The weary pilgrim who reaches Ms term after a

long and perilous journey, the long tempest-tost mariner

about to enter the desired haven, the poor prisoner, who after

long pining in fetters, sees the dawn of the day which is to

restore him to liberty, are but poor, weak images of Mary's

rapturous joy at the inward voice which told her of her ap
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preaching death.* She prostrated herself on the earth, to

thank God for the favors which He had so lavishly poured

out upon her, and by a still more sublime effort, she from

that moment elicited acts of the liveliest faith, firmest hope,

and most ardent charity ; so that we may say, that as a

body increases in velocity as it nears the surface, so in these

last days Mary multiplied acts of virtue with an ardor beyond

all imagination. Rapture shone on her chaste brow ; she

could not govern the joy which deluged her heart ; and like

the warrior watehing the day of his triumph, she sighed for

the moment of her death.

But the pious reader will doubtless ask us how old the

Blessed Virgin was at her death ; for we cannot and should

not suppose her to have been exempt from the universal law

which condemns all men to die, although Saint Epiphanius f

* In the Revelations of Saint Bridget (Book VI. c. Ixt), we read that the

ardent desire to soar to heaven at last obliged God to heur her.

t This holy Father (Hieres. Ixxviii. § 2), relying on the silence of the Holy

Seriptures, after citing the passages of Saint Luke (ii. 45), and of the Apocalypse

of Saint John (xii. 13), which might favor hoth opinions, concludes thus: "Al

though I do not positively aver it, I neither define that she remained immortal,

nor can state positively that she died. The Holy Scriptures, exceeding the grasp

of the human intellect, have left it uncertain as to this beantiful and singular

vessel, lest any one aseribe to it any peculiar curse of our flesh. Whether then

she died we know not ? " Baronius (ad Ann. xlviii. § 12 and 12) remarks that

Saint Epiphanius wrote thus because he was speaking against heretics, calum

niating that most holy and immaculate Virgin with the baseness of the flesh, and

that he like other Fathers, in the warmth of the contest against error, fell inno

cently into the opposite error ; though by expressing a doubt he decided nothing ;

and finally Baronius concluded by saying that the Catholic Church " admits no

doubt as to the death of the Mother of God, but affirms that she who possessed a

human nature experienced likewise the human necessity of dying." Father Serry

(Exercit. Ixv. §§ 2, 3), maintains the same. In fact the Church in the seeret of

the Mass of the Assumption, prays thus : " May the prayer of the Mother of God,

»id thv people, O Lord, for though we know that by the law of the flesh she hms

departed hence, we feJ that she intercedes for us with thee in heavenly glory."

" Subveniat, Domine, plebi tute Dei Genitricis oratio, quam, ctsi pro conditiona
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expressed a doubt as to it. When, in punishment of his

fault, Adam was driven from the heavenly paradise, he lost

the privilege that would have rendered him immortal, as we

read in the book of Wisdom.* Although Christ repaid with

usury the losses of human nature, and that by means of

baptism original sin is entirely effaced, yet we are subjected

to temporal pains, such as, besides death, the forties of con

cupiscence, the constant sufferings of life, the disquiets,

infirmities, old age, and a thousand other evils, which made

the philosophers of antiquity say that man was born not of a

loving mother, but of a cruel stepmother. It does not alter

the case, that the Blessed Virgin was exempt from original

sin and the fomes of concupiscence, since Saint Augustine

teaches f that Jesus Christ himself, from merely having

carnis migrasse cognoscimus, in ccelesti gloria apud te pro nobis intercedes sentia-

mus."—See BENEDICT XIV. de Beatisudine et Canonization* Sancto.-um. Lib. 1. c.

xlii.—De Fe«t. in Amonpt.

* For God ereated man incorruptible. (Wisdom ii. 23.)

t " Quia in eo erat similitude carnis peccati, mutationes tetatum perpeti voluit

ab ipsa exorsus infantia, ut ad mortem videatur etiam senescendo ilia enro perve-

nirc potuisse, nisi jnvenis fuisset occisus." (Dcpeccntis mTilw et remiss. II. c. xxix.

n. 4b.j Saint Cyril of Jerusalem makes a beautiful reflection in his homily on

the death of the Blessed Virgin : " Xullam e contagiono peccati mortis sme can-

sam habuit Virgo Sanctissima, sed ex ipsis duntaxat nntunc principiis, quibus vel

ante peccatum homo constabat, morti quippe suapte natura obuoxius esset ille

quamvis optimus. Id vero beneficii Dens illi contulit, ut in eo nequaquam

operante natura sed gratia, immortulitatem sibi conciliaret. Hoc ipsum et sanc-

tissimie Deipame contigit, qute etsi bonis affluebat ac peccatum nesciebat vel

minimum, eadem ilia quie morti addicunt hominem natums elementa gestabat, ac

pariter subinde mortalis erat; verum eam a Deo gratiam obtinuit, ut mortem, si

ita voluisset, etiamuum nunquam obiret, sed coelo vitie compos inferretur ; hocce

tamen ut prterogativa noluit." " The most holy Virgin had no cause of death

from the contagion of sin, but from the very principles of nature, by which man

even before sin was obuoxious to it, no matter how good he might be. God how

ever conferred this privilege, that as long as he should follow not nature but grace,

he should enjoy immortality. This too befell the Blessed Mother of God, who,

though she abounded iu good, and knew not the slightest sin, yet bore those ele
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assumed the guise of a sinner, suffered from the moment of

his birth all the pains of humanity, passed through the dif

ferent ages of life, and would have died of old age, had he

not in youth shed his precii u> blood for us on the tree of the

cross. Holding, then, for certain, that the Blessed Virgin

must have paid this tribute to weak nature, let us endeavor

to determine exactly the time of her death ; for opinions dif

fer on the point, and some are not without foundation.

To proceed with order, we shall commence with those

who assign to Mary the shortest life. The Blessed James of

Voragine* cites a revelation of Saint Elizabeth of Sconauge,

according to which the Blessed Virgin died a year and some

months after the ascension of our Divine Redeemer. Baro-

niusf seems to allude to this vision when, after citing the

authority of Eusebius, who places her death in the second

year, he adds, that it was so revealed. Moreover, whatever

credit we give to the authenticity of this revelation, it is

ments of nature which condemu man to death, and was in consequence as mortal

as others ; but she obtained this grace from God, that had she wished, she should

never die, but be borne alive to heaven—a prerogative, that however, she did

not seek.'"

* Dixit autem in ejusdam revelationibus sibi revelotum cssc : Post Ascensionem

Domini anno integro et tot diebus quot sunt a die Asceusionis usque ad diem mem

Assnmptionis supervixi." She (St. Elizabeth) said that it hud been revealed to

her by the Blessed Virgin in these words : " After the Ascension of Our Lord I

lived a year and as many days as intervened between the anniversary of the

Ascension and my Assumption." (See CANISIUS De \'iry. Maria, Lib. V. c. i.)

t Rv.rsum vero cuipiam probate sanctitatis demonstratum ctelesti visioni tra-

datur post annum ehupsum a pnssione Christi et totidem dies quot incurrunt ab eo

tempore usque ad decimam quintam mensis Augusti ex hac vita migrasse ; sed

htec ab I'.cclesia minime reeepta eesc noscuntur"—"Again it is said to have been

revealed to one of known sanctity that she departed this hfe a year and the

time between Ascension day and tho fifteenth of August, after the Passion of

Christ, but this it is known is i.ot at all received by the Church." (Ad un.man 48,

n. 4.l
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indisputable that the Menology of Saint Basil 0 speaks of

the death of the Blessed Virgin ; and it is said that after

the ascension of Christ and the death of Mary, John pro

ceeded from Jerusalem to Ephesus to preach the gospel, and

James to the twelve tribes of Israel, till the latter was

arrested and put to death by Herod's order. Now if, as we

have seen in the previous chapter, but few years intervened

between the death of Jesus and the martyrdom of this first

Apostle, it follows that Mary survived her divine Son only a

short time. Hippolytus of Thebes f says, that she lived nine

years. It is true that Schelestratus,J who gives a fragment

of this same Hippolytus, reads not nine, but eleven years :

and though Fabricius § republished it with some corrections,

he too gives eleven years. Evodius, cited by Nicephorus.|j

maintains that she died at the age of fifty-nine. The com

mon opinion is, that she survived twelve years, and this is

the one adopted by Saint Antoninus.^[ If it is true that

* Jacobus apostolus, ex duodecim apostolis unus, frater fnit Sancti Joannis

theologi, filins Zebedsei ex Galilsea. Post Domini autem AScensionem ct Deipanc

dormitionem, Joannes quidem Ephesum abiit, pnedicationis mnuere ibi fnmgens ;

Jacobus vero, relietis Hierosolymls, dnodecim tribus Israel pereurrens Dominmm

nostrnm Jesum Christum ubique annuntiabat. Qnamobrem ab Herode tetrarea

in Ca^sarea Palestinse urbc comprehensus, ejusque jussu gladio csesus. (xv. Nov.

p. 191. Tom I. edit. Urbini.)—"The Apostle James, one of the twelve, was

brother of St. John, the Divine, son of Zebedee from Galilee. After Our Lord's

Ascension, and the death of the Blessed Virgin, John went to Ephesus ami

preached there ; but James, leaving Jernsalem, visited the twelve tribes of Israel,

every where announcing onr Lord Jesus Christ. Wherefore arrested by Herod the

Tetrareh in Csesurea, a city of Palestine, he was there put to death by the sword."

f This authority is cited by the priest Epiphanius. (See BARQNIIUS, ad. ana.

Christ. 48 n. 5.)

J In Appendice ad Antiq. I. 513.

§ In his edition of the works of Hippolytus, Bishop of Porto.

|| Hist. Lib. II. c. iii.

^f Commnnior opinio est quod Maria duodecim aunis supervixit post Ascensionem

et sic'sexagenarimm obiissc (Summa. p. iv. tit. xv. c. Ixv. Senm. II. de Assumpt.)
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Saint Dionysius the Areopagite was present at her death, she

must have survived at least eighteen years.* Father Ca-

nisius, in his Life of the Virgin, assigns twenty years.f

Cedrenus, Suarez,^ Baronius,§ say that she died twenty-

four years after the ascension ; that is to say, after her sev

entieth year. The pious Benedict XIII., || after examining

and discussing all previous opinions, supposes her to have

died at the age of seventy-two ; Andrew of Crete ^[ at

eighty-two.** If, amid such a host of opinions, we may be

allowed to express our own, we are inclined to believe with

Saint Bridget,ff that she survived our Lord Jesus Christ

fifteen years, the more especially as it is the opinion of Den

nis the Carthusian JJ and many others. This opinion is

moreover confirmed by the pious custom of the Rosary of

sixty-three Hail Jl/c;rys.§§ According to this, and what we

have already related, Mary entered the temple at the age of

three years ; remained there about eleven years ; married at

* He was converted by Saint Paul when he preached before the Areopagns.

t Lib, V. c i. J Pars. III. tom. II. disp. xxi. sect. 1.

§ Martijrolayium, Die 13 Amjusti. \\ Serm, xevi. de Beata Virgine.

^f Ferunt enim, ubi ad extremam devenisset senectutem, migrasse ab humanis.

(//cm. /. de Darmit. S. Maria.)

** According to the anthor of the work : Ex yeitis Anselmi cottiyitur forma et

mores B. Marios.

+t Postquam Filius mens ascendit nd coelum, vixi in mundo per quindecim

nunos, et tanto temporc plus quantum est de festo Ascensionis ejusdem Filii mei

usque ad mortem meam. (/?«•. Lib. VII. c. xxvi.)

JJ De LamKbia Maria, Lib. IV. art. 7.

§§ We are awure that the antiquity of these beads is disputed, and that Father

John Boniface of the Society of Jesus (de ftixt. Viry. c. xv.), believes it to have

been invented bv Peter the Hermit, the chief mover of the erusade preached by

Urban II. in the Council of Clermont. We readily adopt the opinion of the pious

and learned Cardinal Bomi, who in his Horologium Asceticum, speaks thus Ich.

v. § 17): :t Rosary of the Blessed Virgin, composed of sixty-three salntations,

according to the number of years which the Blessed Virgin is believed to have

lived, according *o the more probable opinion of the Doctors."
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the age of fourteen, and lived thirty-three years with her

divine Son. All agree in saying, that old age in her affected

in naught the beauty and grandenr of her virginal body, in

consequence of the excellent constitution with which she was

endowed.

But how did she die ? Was it violent or natural ? Was

it preceded by any malady, or did it come like a calm slum

ber, to close the eyes of the Blessed Virgin ? More than

one writer,0 mindful of Simeon's prophecy,f has written

that she died really pierced by the homicidal steel. We have

spoken sufficiently of that prophecy, and the sense in which

it is to be understood ; we have shown how Mary is justly

styled by the Church not only martyr, but Queen of Martyrs,

so that we need not return to'the point. It is also said that

Mary, after having been the most faithful copy of her divine

Son, should also, like him, die a violent death by the hands

of men. Truly we cannot deny, that none has resembled

Christ more nearly than Mary, but this resemblance is en

tirely in the emulation of virtues, and does not reqnire the

same kind of life and death ; otherwise many Saints,

although in an inferior degree, could not be called imitators

of Christ, since they did not all die martyrs. Nor let it be

said that Mary might at least die pierced with the sword of

grief ; for even if we take the word sword in its metaphori

cal sense, this opinion rests on no authority. With Saint

Ambrose,J then, and Venerable Bede,§ we shall assert that

* See what is said in ISIDORE, De Vita et morte Sanctorum, c, Ixviii., in VEN.

BEDE, in Lnc. ii., and in BARTHOLOMEW OF TRENT.

t " And thy own soul a sword shall pieree." (Luke ii. 35. See what we

have said in Book II. eh. vii.)

J Nee littera nee historia docet ex hue vita Mariam corporalis necis passiono

migrassc ; non enim auhna, sed corpus naturali gladio trausverberatur." (In Lnc.

11. 61.)

§•/» Lnc.

1
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no history speaks of her violent death, for it is the body, and

not the soul, that is struck by the natural sword.

Wo think it safe, too, to adopt the opinion of Suarez,*

who, on the authority of the Fathers, says that Mary did

not die in consequence of disease, but of the violence of her

love of God, her desire to be united to him, and the ecstasy

of the highest contemplation. Hence several Fathers, apply

ing to Mary dying the words of the Canticle of Canticles.f

compare her to the pillar of smoke going up from the desert,

and exhaling the fragrance of myrrh, incense, and the sweet

est aromatics.

It is a tradition, supported by Suarez J on the authority

of Saint John Damascenus, Metaphrastes, Andrew of Crete,

Albertus Magnus, Saint Thomas, and many others, that the

Apostles and the principal disciples wituessed her happy

death. But how came they to be present ? On this point

the ecclesiastical writers do not agree. Some § say that

they were miraculously led by an invisible hand to Jerusalem,

* " Addere tamen possumus, qunmvis B. Virgo mortua non fuorit vi alicujus

morbi corporalis, vi tamen amoris et ardentissimi desiderii et intensissimte con-

templationis obiisse." (Tom. II. pt. III. disp. xxi. sect. 1.) "We may add, that

though the Blessed Virgin did not die by the violence of any corporal disease, yet

she did by the violence of her love, her ardent desire, and her intense contempla

tion." Examining how this could happen, he concludes thus : " Fieri enim potest

ut mens tanta cffioacia ct intentione in iis actibus ocenpetur, nt velnti destituat cor

pus ; ita nt paulatim ejus dispositiones remittantur et deficiant, ac tandem ob earum

defectum non possit anima iu corpore servari."—" For it can be that the mind may

be engaged in these acts so earnestly and intensely as to abandon the body, so

that gradually its powers relax and fail, and at last by their weakness, the soul

can be no longer retained in the body."

+ Who is she that goeth up as a pillar of smoke ot aromatical spices. (Cant.

in. 6.)

J Already cit

§ ANDREW OF CRETE, Orat, de Dormit. Dripam. METAPHRASTES, EPIPHANIUS,

NICEPHOEUS, Lib. II. cc. xxl. xxii. xxiii., and others.

27



LIFE OF THE BLESSED VIRGIN

 

where the Blessed Virgin died, as we shall show in the next

chapter. Others 0 think that, impelled by divine inspira

tion, they returned naturally to that city, and thus were not

deprived of the consolation of once more beholding the

Mother of God, hearing her last words, and wituessing that

most enviable death ; such were the privileges which attend

ed it, and the manner in which it occurred.

And truly none of the sorrows which usnally tronble the

sons of Adam, and afflict the holiest souls, could at that

happy moment sadden the Blessed Virgin ; nothing shaded

her departure ; no regret for leaving earthly things, for her

heart had never been set upon them ; no love of parents, for

she had been left an orphan in infancy ; no desire of wealth,

for she had always lived in poverty ; no desire of honors, for

she had ever aspired to live as much humbled and hidden

as she was honored by the Almighty and raised above all

creatures ; no remembrance of sin could affect her, for she

was pure and immaculate. Her thoughts, her love, her de

sires, were solely in God. To him alone she had referred the

least actions of her lite ; never had she uttered a word, or

breathed a sigh, which was not for God's glory, the only con

stant object of every action. The spirit of temptation nevcr

boset her, for Mary had been that valiant and noble woman,

who had by her mere birth crushed his head ; f in fine, not

the slightest doubt as to her eternal salvation could ruffle

her soul, for she was assured of being wafted to the glory due

• CORNELIUS A LAPIDE in Act». xxi. SUAREZ, BARONIUS, TURRIAN, Lib. IL

adv.

t Theologians ask whether Mary was ever tempted, andSnurez (in p. III. tom.

II. disp. xx. § 1), does not venture to deeide the question. Some have distin

gnished between interior and exterior temptation, and say that, like Christ, Mary

experienced this last, but never as regarded purity. (CAETIIAG. Tom. I. Hom,

Im

 

xiv.)
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the great and rare virtues which she had practised in the

highest perfection in the course of her long lile.

The Blessed Virgin, thus prepared, displayed at the ap

proach of death, the eagerness with which a young bride,

adorned with the richest robes, crowned with rarest, pearls,

perfumed with the most precious odors, awaited her promised

bridegroom. She was rapt in an ecstasy of love, when she

suddenly beheld a heavenly messenger enter her humble cell.

Habituated to entertain angels, she recognized in that

envoy of God the archangel Gabriel, who, humbly inclining *

before her, said : " O Queen ! woman full of grace, I am

sent to thee by thy divine Son. Thy vows and desires of

heaven are heard. Heaven awaits thee, and all the blessed

spirits aspire for the happy moment when they shall contem

plate the Mother of God. Tbree days more, and thou shalt

pass from this valley of tears to the abode of eternal joy."

With these words, he offered her, as a sign of victory, a

palm, whose leaves shone like magnificent rubies. At these

* See CEDRE>TJS, Compl. Hist. ; NICEPHORPS, .Book II. c. xxi. ; METAPHRASTES,

in Dorm. B. M. V. Saiat Bridget relates it otherwise. Her account is : " Cum

quodam die, lap-is aliquibus auuis post Ascensionem Filii mei, nmltum nnxiarer

de desiderio perveniendi ad enndem FiUum menm, vidi angelum fulgentem sicnt

antea videram, qui cixit mihi: Filius tuns, qui est Dens et Dominns nester, misit

me nuntiure tibi quod tempus jam cst quo corporuliter venias ad enm, ad reci-

piendem coronam tibi pneparatam. Cui ego respondl : Numquid scis diem ant

horam, qua migratura sum ex hoc mundo ? Et respondit angelus : Venient

amici Filii tui, qui sepelient corpus tunm. Quo dicto, disparuit angelus ; et ego

paravi me ad exitum, circumiens loca, more meo, in quibus Filius mens passus

fuerat." (Rec. Lib. VI. e. Ixii. ) " One day, some years after my Son's ascension,

as I was anxiously desiring to reach my Son, I saw a radiant angel, such as I had

before seen, who said to me : Thy Son, who is our Lord aud God, sent me to an

nounce to thee that the time has come for thee to go bodily to him, to receive the

erown prepared for thee. I answered: Knowest thou the day or hour when I am

to leave this world ? The angel answered : The friends of thy Son shall come

and iater thy body. Saying this the angel disappeared, and I prepared f. r my

departure, visiting, according to my custom, the spots in which my Son suffered.
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heavenly words, the Virgin humbled herself : she could only

repeat, that she was the handmaid of the Lord, ever pre

pared for all that might please him.

The illustrious chief who, with a thousand prodigies,

gnided the people of Israel across the desert, had scarcely

designated Josue as his successor, and earnestly enjoined on

his nation the observance of the divine laws, when he heard

the voice of God commanding him to ascend Mount Nebo,0

and look upon the promised land, then to sleep a peaceful

slumber ; without delay he fulfils the command ; immedi

ately he prepares to mount to the lofty summit of the moun

tain where his bones are to repose in peace. So Mary, if it

be lawful to compare her to any other, at that last moment

gathered all her strength to crown her holy life by the holiest

d.'arh. Full of love and joy, she announced to John her

approaching end ; and he in tears told the other disciples,

who came to visit their Mother and holy Queen. The sad

news spread over the city, and all those who followed Christ

came in crowds to the house of the mother of our Divine

Redeemer. Mary, from the humble couch where she lay

languishing, only with the liveliest love, cast on all a sweet

look ; -to all she joyfully relates how her divine Son, hearken

ing to her prayers, and deeming her no longer necessary here

below, has called her to glory with him ; and with a mother's

love and affection she blesses and embraces them. All wept,

beseeching her not to leave them yet, since she was their only

joy, their only consola.ion on earth ; Mary's heart is moved

with pity, and to inspire them with courage and fortitude,

she promises ever to wateh over them from the abode where

* " Go up unto this mountain Aburim (thai a to say, Of passages) unto Monnt

Nebo, which is in the land of Moab, over against Jericho ; and see the land of

Chanaau which I will deliver to the children of Israel to possess, and die thon in

the mountain." ^Dent. xxii. 49.)
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charity dieth not, but is increased and perfected. But the

appointed moment has come ; the Apostles and disciples

again surround Mary on her bed of death. With a faltering

voice, she especially thanks Saint John for his constant care,

and again exhorts all to propagate the faith ; she begs them

to inter her mortal remains ; 0 and turning to the angels who

came in hosts to attend her, like the spouse in the Canticles,

she conjured them to lead her qnickly to the holy man

sions, for bhe langnishes with love far from her beloved. She

had not uttered all, when the chamber was dazzled with a

bright light, and Jesus Christ filled it with his divine pres

ence. A cry of joy burst from the lips of the dying Virgin :

she weleomes her divine Son with words that it is not given

the human tongue to repeat ; and Christ himself, with his

divine hands, nourishes her with his Sacred Body ; then,

while she gives way to the tenderest transports of divine

love, the most radiant of the seraphim who had come from

heaven to escort her glorious soul, approached her with re

spect, and with a dart of love pierced her heart.

Our holy Lady is dead ;—one might think she slept !

By the harmony with which the angelic choirs make that

happy cell vocal,f by the bright light which fills it, those

present raise their eyes, which they had kept fixed on the

ground ; they cannot check their plenteous tears ; full of

fear, they call upon their Mother, their Queen, but she answers

i \

* Nicephorns, after relating what we have stated, adds that she gave two

tunics to two women who dwelt with her, and hud particularly assisted her. (Lib.

XX. c. xii.) Some believe that these women were virgins, others that they hud

long been widows.

t " Hi vero qui tune mecum erant in domo, qnando tradidi spiritum, bene

novornnt ex insolito lumine qnalia divina tune mecum agebantur."—Those who

were with me in the honse when I breathed my last, knew by the unwonted light

that divine things were then done in me." (ST. BRIIKJET, Ren. L,b. VI. c. Ixii.)
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not. They tremblingly approach her, and perceive but too

well that the holy Dove, free from the fetters of this lite, has

soared to heaven. Cries, lamentations rise ; all bend over

her to kiss her feet and hands, and thus relieve their heart

rending grief.0

Thus langnished and died the rose of Jericho ! Thus

fell that cedar of Libanus, whose summit rose to heaven !

Thus the purest, holiest of creatures, the Mother of our

Divine Redeemer, no longer lived on earth ! Never more

will open those eyes, one glance of which gave calm and

serenity ! Motionless, henceforth, will be those feet, that

never trod but the path of virtue ! No more will beat that

heart, made only to love God and her neighbor ! No more

will that radiant sun shine upon us ; deprived of such a

treasure, we can but daily weep for so loving a Mother !

;fT

* SAINT Jiucx DAMASCENUS (de Dormitiaise riry.\ SAINT ANDREW OF CRETE,

METAPHIRASTES, and other ancient writers, describe in this way the happy death

of the Blessed Virgin Mary.

 

 



 

THE BLESSED VIRGIN IS BORNE TO THE TOMB.

F "WHEN a servant of God who has lived in great re

pute for sanctity, passes from this life to that of glory,

his body, though consumed by the austerity of pen

ance, and macerated by long infirmities, puts on a kind

of mysterious beauty, and a majesty which attracts

the crowd and fills them with admiration, what may

we not believe of the Blessed Virgin ! If holier

corpse was never seen, shall we fear to say that death seemed

Impressed with beanty in so fair a fnce ?

Doubtless all our Saviour's disciples who were at Jerusa

lem passed around that sacred bier, regarding with admiration

that virginal body, and deeming it a great favor of Heaven

that they were permitted to touch her hand or kiss her suowy

winding-sheet. It is equally probable that a great many

miracles took place. Although we cannot specify them, who
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will not believe with Saint John Damascenus,0 that Bight

was restored to the blind, hearing to the deaf, that the

paralyzed walked, that sinners were converted, since similar

miracles have been wituessed at the deaths of some saints ?

When the magnificent temple erected to God by Solomon

was completed, the Ark of the Covenant f was borne in with

great pomp. The priests, richly attired, bore it on their

shoulders, and all the ancients of the people accompanied it,

the people following in crowds. So when the hour came to

bear to the grave the sacred corpse of Mary, the Apostles took

on their shoulders this sweet and precious burthen ; the priests

and Levites, and a great multitude of men and women, accom

panied the bier. All, weeping with love, rendered this last

duty to their beloved Lady, while with their chants of grief

mingled the canticles of the angels from heaven as numerous

as the motes that play in the suubeam. The funeral pomp

reached the mount of Olives ; the sighs and groans redoubled,

when, according to the Hebrew rite,J the immaculate body

s This account is drawn from Saint John Damascenus, who, it is known, de

rived it from Euthymius, Cedrenus, Andrew of Crete, Nicephorns, and others.

We know that these narratives ure not entirely credited hy good critics ; but this

does not prove them false, and we mnst grant some authority to Saint John I)a-

masceims, inasmuch us the Chureh, in the lessons of the office of the Assumpuon

and its octave, uses the discourses of this Saint.

t Then all the undents of Israel, with the princes of the tribes, and the heads

of the families . . . and all the ancients of Israel came, and the priests took up

the ark, and carried the ark of the Lord. (III. Kings viii. 1-34.)

See ante Book III. ch. vil. Saint Melito, a disciple of Saint John says:

" Tres autem virgines qna; ibidem erant et vigilabant suscepernnt corpus boatissimse

parentis Marise, et lavenmt illud futnernm more. Cumque exnissent illam vesti-

mentis snis, sacrnm corpus illud tanta cloritate resplendnit, nt tungi quidem posset

pro obseqnio, videri antem species ejus prse nimia luoe corrnscans non posset. Et

nihil nisi splendor appamit msignus. Cumque vestiissent earn lint«is et indumen-

tis, paulatim lux ilia evannit.'' — " Three virgins who were there watehing,

took the body of onr Blessed Mother Mary, and washed it in the usnal mode.

Aud when they unclothed it, that sacred body shone with such splendor, that they
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was piously inclosed in the sepulehre cut out on purpose in

the valley of Josaphat.* The faithful did not depart, but

remained long beside the tomb, animated by the desire of

could touch it in reverence, but its appearance could not be seen for the dazzling

brilliancy. Nothing appeared but a great splendor. And when they hod clothed it

in winding-clothes, that light gradually vanished." (/» BMioth. Pat. Tom. VII.)

* Some have said that Mary was buried on the Mount of Olives, that is to say,

at Gethsemani ; the error seems to come from the proximity of the places, and the

fact of there being ou the mountain a sepulehre believed to be the Blessed Virgin's.

" So tlmt," says Trombclli (Pt. I. diss. xxxv.), " one spot might easily be mistaken

for the other, or it may be that the latter is a monument erected in honor of the

Blessed Virgin by the piety of the faithful." Venerable Bede (de Locia Sanelis)

eays : " In endem valle Josaphat Sanctte Mari;e rotnnda est ecclesia lapideo tubn-

Intu disereta, cujus in superioribus quntuor altaria in inferioribus mmm habetur in

orientali plaga et ad ejus dexteram mounmentum vacunm, in quo aliquando Sancta

Maria pausassc dioitur."—" In the same valley of Josaphat is a round Church of

St. Mary, adorned with marble slabs, which has four altars above, and below one

on the east side, and at its right an empty sepulehre, where Saint Mary is said to

have rested for a time." Urban II., in his discourse pronounced in 1095, in the

Council of Clennont, says formally, that Mary was buried in the Valley of Josa

phat. Bochart confirms it (Pt. 1. ch. vii. § 46), adding, thmt Saint Helena erected

a church there, whereas Quaresmius attests (Elucidat. di Terra Santa Lib. IV. c. i.\

the Franciscans come frequently and celebrate particularly the festival of the As

sumption. Adricomius adds, that forty steps led down to it, and that in his time

the Christians and Mussulmans visited it in erowds. In the Revelations of Saint

Bridyet (Lib. VI. c. Ixii. ), we read that Mary was buried in the Valley of Josaphat.

\Ve add, what will doubtless be read with pleasure, the description given in the

sixteenth century by the Sicilian Aquilante Rochetti, who examined it very mi

nntely : he says thmt these two tombs are in the same church, so near are they to

each other. "To go to this church," eays he, "you descend by a flight of sixty

steps ; at the foot is the church, very obscure, because it receives light only by the

door, which is at the head of the steps, and by another opening or window in the

vault. The length of the church from west to east is about 70 paces, and the

breadth 30 paces. In the middle of the choir is the tomb of the virgin, which ia

12 palms square without, and 8J palms long by 6^ brood within. It is cut in the

rock in the form of a square oratory, 30 feet long, broad, and high. Eighteen

lumps burn constantly before it ; it is adorned within with white marble, mid it

has two entrances or doors, each 6 J palms high, one at the west. the ordinary en

trance, the other at the north. On the spot where the holy body lay is an altur

of beautiful marble, near the wall, four palms high, ou which Catholics alone eel-
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being near the mother of God, and ravished with that heaven

ly melody which filled the air. " Sleep, thou dearest of the

virgin daughters of Sion ; sleep eternally the sleep of the just

in that happy sepulehre. The tombs of the Kings of Israel,

the pyramids of the Kings of Egypt, the magnificent gardens

of Babylon, the mausoleums of haughty Rome, all the wouders

of the world, were never so much honored as the modest

monument, where the pious faithful have enshrined thy

immaculate remains. Day and night it shall be surrounded

by pious Christians come to honor it : and graciously heard

by thee, they will return to their far-distant homes, pro

claiming the signal benefits which with full hands thou hast

lavished on them."

On the authority of Euthymius, Damascenus and others,

we have affirmed that the Blessed Virgin died at Jerusalem,

and that she was consequently buried near that city. Yet

we know that some maintain that she died at Ephesus ; and,

although their reasons at the first biush seem to have some

foundation, we shall, with the illustrious Anthony Sandini,0

ehrate holy mass on Saturdays, and other days at their devotion. AVithont

it is encrnsted with marble, like that of Our Lord ; on three sides it is free, being

attached to the rock only on one. Four of the eighteen lamps are maintained

by Sicily, fonrteen by other nations ; each of these nations has a key of the

Chureh ; but only Catholics are allowed to celebrate mass there. The Turks and

Muors have made a niche iu the chureh before which they pray. Astonishing

thing ! the very infidels have a great respect for this chureh ; many of them enter

barefoot, and pray, raising their hands to heaven and pronouncing the sacred name

of Mary, whom they call Mother of Jesus. After passing their hands over the mar

ble in the holy place, they rnb them over their face and beard, and then with the

oil of the lamps, they anoint the head, forehead, and any part of the body where

pain is felt. They pray with the greatest recollectedncss." Finally, the celebrated

traveller, Pietro della Valle, iu his thirteenth letter written from Aleppo, says that

he venerated at the Valley of Josaphat, where the torrent C«dron flows, the tomb

of the Mother of God.

* Historia Familiffl Sacrse : de Mario, c. vii. § 2.

IHUD;
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endeavor to refute them, and thus prove the position which

we have taken.

They object, in the first place, the silence of Saint Jerome,

who is unsurpassed in his knowledge of holy things ; for no

one resided longer than he in Palestine, or more devoutly

sought for every vestige of our Divine Redeemer and his

Blessed Mother. Now that Saint, writing to Pammachius,3

manifests the same doubt as Saint Epiphanius as to the death

of the Blessed Virgin, a doubt which he certainly would not

have entertained, had there remained at Jerusalem any tra

dition attesting that Mary died in that city. In his twenty-

seventh epistle he enumerates all the spots venerated by the

illustrious Saint Paula : he mentions the tomb of our Lord

Jesus Christ, those of the twelve patriarchs, of Josue, Elca-

zar, son of Aaron, Eliseus, Abdias, Mieheas, Saint John the

Baptist ; ho even speaks of the tomb of Helena, Queen of

Adiabcne,")" and is silent as to that of the Blessed Virgin.

Yet that tomb would have been more important in his eyes

than the other places named by him. Finally, in the book of

De. Locis Hebraicis, speaking of the garden of Gethsemani, he

says that a church was erected over the site of Our Lord's

agony, without mentioning the Virgin's tomb : yet on the

hypothesis that Mary died at Jerusalem, this tomb could not

be far from Gethsemani, and Saint Jerome would naturally

mention it.

To these arguments we reply, that the silence of writers

does not amount to a denial : and add with Baronius,J that this

Epistle to Paula seems apocryphal ; but it is enough to say,

that if Saint Jerome does not speak of the Blessed Virgin's

 

• Ep. 61.

t This queen, in the time of the Emperor Clandins, during a great famine, en

deavored to furnish provisions to that people.

J Ad anu. 48, § 18.
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tomb, it was that in his time that tomb had not yet been dis

covered. Jerusalem, in punishment of its deicide, was sacked

and burned by a Roman army, and not a stone left upon

a stone : now the tomb of the Blessed Virgin was covered with

ruins, so that in that universal desolation, the inhabitants of

Jerusalem gradually lost the remembrance of it : it is not as

tonishing, then, if Saint Jerome, Eusebius, Sozomen andTheo-

dorct are silent as to Mary's tomb, since they described places

as they were in their time. Yet the most illustrious tomb of

all after our Divine Lord's could not long remain concealed.

Cedrenus and Nicephorus relate that it was discovered soon

after Jnvenal, the Bishop, was transferred from the church of

Ephesus to that of Jerusalem, and Baronius confirms it.* The

happy tidings of this discovery soon spread, and the Empress

Puleheria, who had founded at Constantinople the magnificent

church called " in Blachernis," besought her husband Arca-

dius to summon Bishop Jnvenal to learn from him where the

tomb of the Blessed Virgin was, because she wished to trans

fer it in great pomp to that church, and thus imitate the

Empress Saint Helena, who had erected a church there.

Jnvenal complied, and made answer to the imperial pair that

the tomb of Mary had first been discovered at Jerusalem,

* Quamobrem hand multum ante tempora Jnvenalis sepulehrnm illud fuisse

repertum ex prscdictis ailduoimur ut eredamus. Qui enim loca ilia intuiti sunt

eademque fideliter deseripsere, sunc testantur post cladem Hierosolymitarum a

Romanis illatam, sepulehrum Dei genitricis ruina propinquomm tedificiorum sic

fuisse coopertum ct obrutum, ut per gradus circiter sexuginta pateat ad ilium

locum descensus, et qui nostris temporibus illuc peregriuati sunt tcstantur illud

in petra excisum ease."—" Hence we ore led to believe that it was found not \ong

before the time of Jnvenal. Those who observed the spots, and faithfully deseribed

them, aver that after the destruction of Jerusalem by the Romans, the sepulehre

of the Mother of God was covered by the ruins of the neighborin'; houses, so that

you descend to it by sixty steps, and those who have made pilgrimages to it iu

our times say that it is cnt out m the rock." (.Inn. 48, c. xiv.)
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near Gethsemani, but that it was tenantless, her body having

been carried to heaven. In fact, nothing was found but the

winding-sheet in which the Blessed Virgin had been wrapped ;0

and by order of the sovereigns, Juvenal sent it with the

tomb,f and all was placed in great pomp in that church, on

the day of its dedication, which was celebrated at Constanti

nople with extraordinary munificence and a great concourse

of prelates.

We are well aware that Juvenal is accused, among other

things, of having falsified history ; but it would be to the

point to prove that he has deceived also in this matter. Now

here he spoke of a fact happening in a large city, wituesses of

which were still living. " It is not enough to affirm," says

the illustrious Father Honoratus de Sancta Maria, in his

beautiful Rcflections on the rules and use of criticism f (a

reply to Father Hyacinth Serry),J " it is not enough to affirm

that Juvenal might have invented this story ; we must show

that he did invent it."

Those who maintain that the Blessed Virgin died at

Ephesus, make an objection which at first blush seems strong,

since it is drawn from the acts of the third General Council,

held in 431 at the city of Ephesus, under the pontificate of

* Nicephorus, Lib. XV. c. x>v.

t This trauslation of the tomb disagrees at first sight with the account of Ni-

eephorns and the version adopted by us ; but Fiorentini, already cited, in his

Exerrise for the 5th and 18th of Jannary, reconciles them by saying that Puleheria

transferred to Constantinople not the stone of the tomb, bnt the bier of Mary, the

contact of which wrought the miracles of which he speaks. (Seo BENEDICT XIV.,

De Festu. On the Assumption.)

J He warmly maintained that the Blessed Virgin died at Ephesus. (Ererrit.

65, § 15.)

§ "Non satis est ad destrnendum testimonium Juvenalis dicere ilium potnisse

hanc historiam confingere ; hoc probandum est revera confinxisse." (Diss. If. Art.

5.) Consult the illustrious Father MICHAEL LEQUEN, Editor and Commentator of

the works of Saint John Damascenns.

 

" . . ,—
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Saint Celestine and the reign of the Emperor Theodosius.

The object of this council was to defme against Nestorius the

unity of person in Christ, and consequently the propriety of

styling Mary, Mother of trod. Two hundred bishops, presided

over by Saint Cyril, were convened in this council. Now these

Fathers, noiitying to the clergy of Constantinople of the con

demnation of the impious heresiarch, say that this condemna

tion had been pronounced in the city where Saint John the

Divine 0 and the Blessed Virgin, Mother of God, died. They

increase the force of the objection by affirming that it was not

yet the custom to bnild churches in honor of the Saints,

except in the place where their tombs were, and they con

clude by invoking the authority of Pope Saint Leo, a con

temporary of Juvenal, who, speaking of the most celebrated

spots at Jerusalem, says nothing of the tomb of the Immacu

late Virgin.

It is, moreover, easy to refute these objections too. In the

first place, we remark, that in the original text of the Epistle

of the Fathers of the Council of Ephesus, that sentence has no

verb to determine its meaning : we read merely, " In which

John the Divine and the Virgin Mary, Mother of God." f

We may supply the word " died," as the opponents pretend,

or any other verb that will agree with the two subjects.

Labbe and Hardouin,J insert "dwelt;" Baronius§ and

Natalis Alexi n ler |j believe that we should add, " have their

church ;" Combefis thinks that the Fathers wish to recall to

* The name DIVINE was given to this Apostle and Evangelist, on account of

the depth with which he has spoken of the WOHD, und of that suhlime doctrine,

which he imbibed in the very bosom of the Saviour ; hence he is typified by the

eagle.

t Tom. III. Concil. page 547 and 562.

} Tom. I. page H43 and 4135. § Ann. 44. § 29.

II Hist. Ecc ,». Sa-c. I. c. i. crt. 3.
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mind the greater Church of Ephesus, which was under the

protection of the Blessed Virgin and Saint John." All those

hypotheses are certainly much more probable than that of

our adversaries, and offer a more natural and clearer sense.

But there is more still : had the Blessed Virgin's tomb been

at Ephesus, the tradition would have been preserved ; how,

then, could Saiut Epiphanius, who died at the age of

ninety, about ten years after the Council of Ephesus,

be ignorant of a fact that must have been known to all, and

relate that the Mother of God came to Ephesus with John ? f

How, then, can we reasonably believe that Juvenal would

invent such a story in the presence of the sovereigns Marcian

and Puleheria, in presence of the Bishops of Palestine who

were then at Constantinople, and who, in 401, met at the

General Council of Chaleedon, when we may easily believe

that several of these bishops were with Juvenal at the Coun

cil of Ephesus ? Would they not have formally contradicted

Juvenal, who must have remembered what was said in that

august assembly, if really Mary's tomb was there said to be in

the first church of Ephesus ?

It is, moreover, at variance with historic truth, to say that

in the fifth century churches were dedicated to saints only

where their tombs were. It is enough to open Sozomen J to

see that in the time of the Emperor Arcadius, that is to say

before the body of Saint Stephen wa^ found in Palestine,

there was a church at Constantinople erected in honor of

• See PAGI (Ann. 42, § 3), who citing the authority of Combefis says : " Patres

intelligere sic vocntam majorem Ephesianornm ecclesium a snis patronilms et tute-

l.iribus."—'• The Fathers mount that the great chureh of Ephesus was so called

from its patrons und gnardiaus."

t See ante, chapter II[.

* lllst. tMes. Lib. VIII. ch. xxiv. In Book IX. chap, vi., he relates the

discovery of the body of Saint Stephen, in the time of Theodosius the yonnger.
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that illustrious protomartyr. There might then be a church

at Ephesus dedicated to the Blessed Virgin, although only

the body of Saint John was there. And might not this title

have been given to the church for other reasons ? Might

it not have been erected in memory of the time she had

spent at Ephesus, as we have said ? As there was at Ephesus

a church dedicated to Saint John and the Blessed Virgin,

might not the fathers mean that each had a church ? Do we

not in the acts of the same Council find this church designated

simply as St. Mary's ? * If the Fathers of the Council of

Ephesus intended to speak in the same manner of Mary and

John, it would follow that the bodies of both were in their

tombs. But that of the Blessed Virgin was, soon after her

death, wafted to heaven ; consequently the Bishops could

refer only to the title of the church, or the sojourn which the

Blessed Virgin made at Ephesus.

The objection derived from Saint Leo has no great force,

if we consider the sovereign Pontifff's object in writing that

epistle. He did not propose to speak of the Blessed Virgin,

but only of the spots where our Divine Redeemer was born,

was adored by the Wise Men, pursued by Herod, was buried

and ascended to heaven, wishing in this way to prove the

Incarnation. We cannot, then, from Saint Leo's silence, con

clude that the Blessed Virgin was not buried in the valley of

Josaphat. If any one insists on the negative argument, we

will add that Polycrates, Bishop of Ephesus, in his epistle to

Pope Victor, makes no mention of the Blessed Virgin's death

-,

* " Sancta synodus in eeclesia magna, que appellatur Sancta Maria, congre-

gata."—"The holy ey»od assembled in ihe church called St. Mary's." So in an

epistle to some of the clergy of Constantinople In the report of the same council

to Pope Celestine Saint Cyril wrote : " The Holy Synod held its sessions in the great

church of Ephesus, called Saint Mary's." (Consult. Lubbe. Tom. III. Hordouin,

Tom. I.)
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and tomb ; and yet he omits none of the glories of Asia

Minor ; he alludes not only to Saint John who died at

Ephesus, but also to a daughter of the apostle Saint Philip,

who resided there and was inspired by the Holy Ghost.

From this discussion the reader may judge for himself,

whether we have grounds for believing that the Blessed

Virgin died, not at Ephesus, but at Jerusalem, as ancient

writers tell us, as Jnvenal confirms, and as since his time has

been generally believed.

 



 

CHAPTER

THE ASSUMPTION OF THE BLESSED VIRGIN.

 

interrupting the acts of most perfect

love 0 in which she was absorbed, the spotless soul

of the Immaculate Mary soared to heaven, and

her body was buried in the valley of Josaphat, as

we have said. On the third day thers arrived

Thomas, the only one of the Apostles who was

not present at that wonderful death. At the tidings a flood

of tears bathed his cheeks ; and with utterance choked by

sobs, he besought his brethren to open the tomb, that he

* Snarez, well aware that other theologians are of a different opinion, adds :

" Or certainly, if any one differs, it at least follows that the Blessed Virgin passed

immediately, without any intermission, from the act of love of pilirrina,se, to the

act of love of home."—" Vel certe, si qnis sentiat esse diversum, saltern sequitnr

beatum Virginem ab actu amoris vise immediate transiisse ad actum amoris patria;

ahsque ulla intermissione." (Pt. HI. Disp. 21, Sect. 2.)
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might once more gaze upon so dear an object, and press his

lips on the mortal remains of the Mother of God. The com

passion excited in all by the grief of the holy Apostle, the

desire of each to behold once more the privileged and revered

Virgin, prevented their refusing this prayer. With the

greatest anxiety and respect they opened the marble tomb.

All the Apostles pressed around, but they found within only

the cloths in which the body had been wrapped, and fresh,

ruddy roses breathing the perfume of paradise. Amazed at

so extraordinary a prodigy, astonished at the melody that

resounded in the air, filled with an unknown joy, they knew

not what to think ; so that they felt a vague suspicion that

some jealous hand had carried off the sacred remains.* En

lightened, however, from on high, they soon thought that the

earth, sullied by so many crimes, was unworthy to possess so

dear a treasure. With transports of love they kissed those

cloths and roses ; each sought to hold them in his hands,

and fix his loving gaze upon them. Then all knelt piously

around the tomb, untiringly praising the decree of Divine

* All do not agree as to the day of the resurrection of the immaculate Mary.

We must first know in a precise manner the day of her death. Some martyrolo-

gies meation it on the 23d of September. This conies fr.mi adhering to the Re

velations of Saiat Elizabeth of Scomiuge, mentioned by us in tho fourth chapter,

in which it is said that the Blessed Virgin rose forty days after her death. Others,

relying on the Revelatious of Saint Bridget (Book VI. eh. Ixiii., and Book VII. c.

xx vi. n. 2), say that her body remained two weeks in the tomb. "Quindecim

vero diehus corpus mcum jacuit in terra sepuituai :" u:.less instead of quindecim we

read uliq'iibia according to Durando, Bishop of il mtefeltro, in his notes on these

Revelatim.s. (See too GRETSEII, Cmuncnt. ii Codinum. Lib. III. c. x.J Cardinal

Gotti (TAe Christiana Rsliyione, Tom. IV. Pt. II. c. xli. § 3) endeavors to prove that

she rose the third day. Others thi.ik that she died, was raised to life, and glorified

in heaven the same day. T!io Universal Church seems to incline to this opinion,

by solemuly celebrating o:t iha 15th of Augnst the memory of the death, resur

rection, and glorification ot' the Blessed Virgin Mary. iSce BAILLET, Aug. 15.

BfeBEDICT XIV. de festis, where he speaks of the Assumption.)
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Providence ; and not daring to divide among them, as they

desired, those cloths and flowers, they replaced them in the

sepulehre. Then they closed it hermetically, as they had

done at first, and gradually the miracle was known : the

report spread not only over Jerusalem and all Palestine, but

from mouth to mouth, through time and place it has come

down uninterruptedly to our days.

We continue to relate the event as narrated by Nicepho-

rus, Saint John Damascenus and others,* without discussing

whether their account is true in all particulars, whether they

* " Sneer autem ille ehorns, miquum essc judicans si illequoque divinnm Virgi-

nis matris corpus uon opectaret atque cmmplecreretur, aperiri monumentum jubet.

Quod quidem ubi ita factum est, desideratum illud corpus non comparuit. Sepul-

eralia lantum lintea rite composita loco suo manebant, itidem ut filii quoque ejus

in sepulehre relicta. Quss et ipse et qui cum co aderant cum veneratione exoscn-

lati, ineredibilique voluptate odorisque suavitate ropleti, sepulerum quidem ad

pristinum contbrmaut modum. Miraculum nutem ipsum quasi per maims subindo

posteris traditum ad nos quoque transmigrant."—" Now the saered choir of the

apostles, deeming it hard that Thomas should not see and venerate the saered

body of the Virgin Mother, ordered the tomb to be opened. When this was done

the desired body did not appear. Only the sepulehral linens appeared as in her

Sou's tomb. Having kissed these with veneration, filled with ineredible pleasure

and fragrance, they closed the tomb as before. From them the miracle has

been handed down from hand to hand to our day." CKirr.ni. Hist. Lib. II. c. xxiii.)

In the menology of Saint Basil (Aujrust 15th), we read : " The most pure body of

the Virgin, buried by the holy apostles, was not found on the third day. St.

Thomas who had come late, opening the t :mb to venerate the relics, could not

find them, for God had translated whither He knows ; bnt only the cloths were

found." The same is said by Jnvenal (Hist. Entich. Lib. III. c. xlvi.), by Dama-

scenus and others. Suarez says: " Non kine divino consilio factum esse ut funeri

Virginis apostolus Thomas defuerit ; cmnque pimlo post Jerosolymam venisset,

saerum tumulum ubi corpus Virginis positum fuerit reseratum fuisse ut a snncto

apostolo et videri posset et adorari ; non tamen fuisse repertum, sed sola sepuleralia

apte loco comunedo composita, qme et ipsc, nt ait Nicephorus, et qui cum eo ade-

ra:it cum voneratione exosculati, ineredibilique voluptate odorisque suavitato re-

phcti, sepulerum quidem ad pristinum conformant locum ; miraculum autem ipsum

qua-i per mauns posteris traditum ad nos quoque transmiserunt." (Tom. II. Pt.

III. disp. 21, § 2,) which is almost a repetition of Nicephorus.
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have adopted uncertain traditions, or whether they have

adorned them with poetical imagery. We have already seen

how reason leads us to believe that Jnvenal could not have

invented it ; yet enlightened, intelligent criticism is needed

to separate truth from fiction. We know not how the

account of the Assumption began to be spread ; but we

affirm, certain of not erring, that the fact was solemn, and

well authenticated, since it easily found credit.

Passing over this controversy, we will show how becoming

to God's glory the Assumption was, and that all the faithful

have believed it from time immemorial to our own days.

And in the first place, we must state that the word Assump

tion signifies, that the Blessed Virgin, whose soul, by a spe

cial privilege, was reunited to her body, was raised to heaven,

attended by angels. The glorious Assumption of the Blessed

Virgin, however, differs from the ascension of our Divine

Saviour, as Saint Peter Damian remarks : * Jesus Christ,

creator and master of all things, ascended to heaven by his

own power, surrounded but not upborne by angels, while

Mary was raised by the power of God, by grace aiid not by

nature ; and in proof of this grace which bore her, she was

escorted and sustained by angels. This being so, who but

sees how proper it was that Mary Immaculate should be

raised in body and soul to such glory ? It was required by

the sublime dignity of Mother of God,f by which Mary had

been established above all other creatures,J and rendered more

* Ascendit Salvator in coelum potestativie virtutis imperio, sient Dominus et

Creator, angelomun comitatus obseqniis, non auxilio fultus. Assumpta est Maria

in ccelum, sed gratite sublevantis ilidicio cmmitantihus aniielis, qmirn sublevabat

gratia, non nmtura." (Consult SI-INM.i.I De Maria Deipara, c. xii. n. 2.)

t Sec ante, Book II. ch. ii.

J Maria constituta est super omuem ereaturam. Mary is set above all erea

tures. (ARNOLD OF CHAHTRES, Tract. de Laud. V.)
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glorious than all heavenly spirits ; 0 it was reqnired by her

intimate union with her divine Son, since Our Redeemer's

flesh, adored in heaven by the angels and the blessed, is the

very flesh of the Immaculate Virgin who conceived him by

the operation of the Holy Ghost ; it was reqnired by that

exact correspondence to grace, that signal sanctity, which in

itself merited her a glory beyond that of all the saints in

heaven. In fine, it was reqnired by the love of Jesus towards

his Immaculate Mother, who was first his tender nurse, and

then his inseparable companion in all his sufferings.f If Jesus,

so far as it was possible to him, honored and always exaltod

her on earth, how could he do otherwise in heaven ? If

Mary's soul was preserved from original sin, why should her

body not be preserved from that corruption which is the lot

of the children of Adam, doomed to return to the dust from

which they were drawn ? If, as is the opinion of a great

many theologians, some saints who rose with Christ followed

him soul and body into glory, how can we believe that Our

Lord refused this favor to his blessed mother ? J

The reasons are strong enough themselves alone to prove

the truth of our position ; but we may add, that this privilege

was attributed to Mary by many fathers of the Greek and

L::Jn Church. The Fathers in the first centuries seem

indeed to speak rather of the assumption of the soul than of

that of the body ; but afterwards they speak of the latter

one so confidently and authoritatively, that there can be no

doubt on the point. If we inqnire the motive why in the

early centuries no clear mention is made of so glorious a

* " Nulla comparatione cfeteris superis est gloriosior."—" She is without com

parison more glorious than all other saints and angels." (Si. EPHREM. Orot. d»

Laud. Deip.)

t See BENEDICT XIV., Canonization of Saints, c. xlii. n. 15.

I See ante, Book II. ch. x., and Book IIL ch. it
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privilege, the reason given is clear and convincing : it was

necessary that the minds of the faithful should be first

imbued with the glorious resurrection of Christ, the funda

mental history of our religion, a mystery above our feeble

reason, and which reason at first deems impossible. Hence,

although it was attested by the Apostles, and all the bishops

and priests who succeeded them in the goverument of the

church and the preaching of the gospel, the Gentiles did not

yet believe it, as Saint Augustine states in his admirable book,

" THE CITY OF GOD."

How could men, blinded by ignorance, idolatry and vice,

believe that a humble virgin, after a retired, modest life, could

be rapt to heaven, soul and body, when they were not yet

convinced of the resurrection of Christ, the Son of God, who

had wrought so many miracles in life and after death ? This

is not a simple conjecture of some pious soul, but an opinion

maintained by divines, and confirmed by our Lady's revela

tions to Saint Bridget.0

But it is time to hear how the Fathers speak of this

glorious privilege of Mary. Among the few whom we shall

cite, we will give the first place to Saint Cyril of Alexandria,

who speaks of the Assumption of the Blessed Virgin, as a

feast celebrated with pomp.f Commenting the words of the

* "QniaveroAssumptiomeanon mnltis cognita fnit nee pnedicataapluribus, hoc

volait Deus, qni est Filius meus, nt prins infigeretur in cordibus hominum creduli-

tas Aaccusionis suse ; qnin corda hominum difficilia et dura erant ad credendum

Ascensionem ejus, quanto magis si prtedieata fnisset statim in initiofidei Assumptio

mea."—" That my Assumption was not known or proclaimed to many, was the

will of God, my Son, in order that the belief in his Ascension might be first im

planted into men's hearts ; because men's hearts were hard and loth to believe his

Ascension, how mnch more so, had my Assumption been preached in the very be

ginning of the faith." (Rev. Lib. VI. c. IxL)

t Hoa, de donnit. 11. M. V. Hardonin, Tom. XI. Dosithens, patriareh of Je

rnsalem, president of the synod held in that city in 1672, invoked the same
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f
Apocalypse : " A great sign was seen in the heavens," he

exclaims ; " what is the sign which now appears in heaven,

where God dwells, and the heavenly virtues are enthroned ?

Doubtless it is the Blessed Virgin, who, after being a great sign

on earth, having conceived a God in the flesh and borne him,

without ceasing to be a Virgin, is called with reason a great

sign in the heaven, whither she was raised in soul and body.

And although," he adds, " the immaculate tabernacle of her

body was enclosed in the tomb, yet, like Christ, she ascended

to heaven on the third day." Modestus, Bishop of Jerusalem,*

after remarking that no penetration of mind was capable

of understanding, and no force of eloquence capable of

recounting the glory and privileges of Mary, concludes thus :

" Wherefore, the most glorious Mother of Christ our Saviour

and God, who is the giver of life and immortality, was raised

to life by him, sharer of incorruptibility with him for ever,

who raised her from the tomb, and assumed her to himself, as

he alone knows." Saint Gregory of Tours,-)- who lived in the

sixth century, says clearly, that the Lord commanded Mary's

body, when resuscitated, should be borne with her soul to

heaven, which is fully confirmed by Saint Ildephonsus of

authority to prove against the Cnlvinists how becoming the privilege was to

Mary.

* A translation of this Homily was first published in Rome in 1750, by Michael

Angelo (iiaci melli. The part cited by us runs: " Verum qutenom intelligentis

comprehensio aut dieendi vis assequi potent, et pro dignitate laudare omuia ilia

saeratissima et incomprehensibiliu, qute ad ejus gluriam per cos gesta et laudibus

celebrnta sunt, et qute illis divinitus revelata eunt seereta mysteria, diversaque

dona distributa, et remedia innumera quibus ilia tanquam saeris eos initiavit?

Propterea ut gloriosissima mater Christi salvatoris Dei nostri, qui vitie et innnor-

talitatia laniitor cst, ab ipso vi\ ifieatur, censors cum co incorruptibilitutis in ounma

snfulx qui illam e sepulero excitavit et apud se assumpsit, ut ipse solus novit, cui

gloriam et imperium, &c."

| De yloria Martyrum.
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Toledo,* whom in succeeding ages an ever-increasing num

ber of Fathers follow.f

If now we pass from the Fathers to the theologians, we

shall find them all of the same opinion. It will be enough to

cite three who are indisputably the first of all in learning and

depth. The angelic Doctor, Saint Thomas Aquinas, says :

" The same reason that leads us to believe that Mary was

sanctified in her mother's womb, induces us to believe that

she was raised body and soul to heaven."J

* "Nee sane illud omittere debemus quod multi pietatis stuuio Kbentissime am-

plectuntur cam hodierno die nd cceli palatia corporuliter fuisse sublevatam."—

"Nor should we omit what many piously believe, that Mary was this d;iy borne

up to the palaces of heaven in the body." (Serm. VI. de Assumptione B. M. V.)

t The venerable Father Peter Canisius, already frequently cited in the fifth

book of the life of the Blessed Virgin, gives a long list of Fathers of the first

centuries. We must avow that this pious writer is sometimes mistaken as to

works deemed authentic in his time, but which, as severe eriticism has since shown,

were either interpolated or falsely aseribed to those Fathers ; however, the number

of indis; utable testimonies collected by him is exceedingly great.

J " Dicendum quod de sanctificatione beatte Mariie Virginis, quod scilicet fuerit

souctificata in utero, nihil in Seriptura canonica ponitur, quie etiam nee de ejus

nativitate mentionem fecit. Sicut tamen Augustiuns in Sermone Assumplioui*

rationaluer argumentatur, quod cum corpora sit assumpta in coelum, quod tamen

Soriptura non trndit, ita etiam rationalit«r argnmentari possuunus quod fuerit sanc-

titicata in utero."—" Canonical Seripture is silent as to Mary's sanctification in

her mother's womb, nor even mentions her birth. As, however, Saint Augustine

reasonably argues in his sermon on the Assumption, that she was assumed in the

body into heaven, so we may reasonably argue that she was sanctified in the

womb." Although eritics have since rejected as not Augustine's the sermon which

in Saint Thomas's time was aseribed to him, we must observe that the angelic

doctor culls its arguments reasonable. Saint Thomas often speaks of the Assump

tion ; he speaks of it chiefly in his Exposition of the An Maria, a work aseribed

to him. There, reasoning on the curses pronounced against man in consequence of

sin, he says : " The third was common to men and women, that they should re

turn to dust, and from this the Blessed Virgin was exempt, being bodily assumed

into heaven. For we believe thmt she was raised to life after her death, and borne

into heaven."
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Snarez 0 confirms this opinion, saying that it cannot be

doubted by pious souls ; and finally, the learned Cardinal

Gotti f goes further, affirming that any one should be sus

pected of heresy and hostility to the Catholic faith, who

would suspect the Church to be in error, when she proposes

to the faithful universally the celebration of such a feast.

It is a very ancient one in the universal Church. It is

mentioned in the Sacramentary of Saint Gregory the Great,

and in the Gothic or Gallican Sacramentary, both edited by

the Blessed Cardinal Tommasio, \ and in more ancient mar-

tyrologies, not to mention modern martyrologies, liturgies,

and the manner in which this feast is now celebrated in the

Catholic world. § In vain is it objected that some Fathers,

speaking of the death of the Blessed Virgin, sometimes call

it sleep, and that we read "paused," in the martyrology of

Usnard and one other, and even in that of the Roman Church,

since the Fathers, well knowing, as we have already remarked,

 

I '

C?

* In part III. qusest. 33, art. 3, disp. 21, sect. 2, dub. 1, he says that Mary's

Assumption is not of faith, as the Chureh has not defined it, but that it is an

opinion, which seems received with the authority of very many theologians, and

the common consent of the faithful.

f Ds rerit. Reliy. Christ. Tom. IV. p. 2, c. xl.

J The edition appeared at Rome in 1G80, and Tommasi added short but learned

prefaces on the antiqnity of these sacramentaries.

§ See BENRDKT XIV., where he speaks of this feast, and TROMBF.LLI, part 1,

diss. xxxvi. This feast, which, as we have said, embraces the death, resurrection,

and assumption of the Blessed Virgin, is one of the most solemn in the Chureh,

and dates from the earliest antiqnity. Some have believed it of apostolic institu

tion. It seems more probable, as Thomassin says (De Fsst. Lib. II. c. xx.) that it

was established by the Chureh after the conncil of Ephesus. In fact, Saint Ber

nard, writing to the canons of Lyons (Epist. 174), says : " The Chureh reqnires us

to celebrate with great veneration the day when Mary bore joy to heaven. It is

preceded by a vigil and fast, which among the orientals lasted two weeks, com

mencing on the first of August ; it was broken only on the sixth to honor the

commemoration of the Trausfiguration." (See BAILLET and ASSEIIANIL) Pope Leo

IV. iustituted the octave about 847.

•*?,,•>
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the precise day when the Blessed Virgin rose, they might well

call her death a sleep, the more so as in Holy Scripture and

the language of the Church, we find the expression " slept in

the Lord." * As to the word " pause," which expresses the

time during which the body of the Immaculate Man' re

mained in the tomb, between life lost an,l life restored, who

can fail to see that this expression fixes more precisely the

very assumption which they seek to call in doubt ? If, more

over, we admit that some Fathers and mariyrologies intended

to speak only of the assumption of her soul, and not of that

of her body, as their words may be interpreted in either sense,

we have so many authorities to set against the former, that we

may reasonably conclude with Canisius,f that Mary's sleep

must be understood of the assumption of her soul and body,

an assumption which took place after her most holy body.

Doubtless all Christians, and particularly those devoted to

Mary, (and who would not be ?) would be happy to possess on

* Many bodies of the Saints who had slept arose." (Matt. xxvii. 52.) The

pagans also called death a sleep.

"Tum consanguinens Lethe sopor."

LIR. VI.

f " Secus qui sentinnt et loqunntur licet in errorem saeris litteris adversuntem non

impingant, tamen non sapiunt ad sobrietatem ; optimis et clarissimis patribus

contradicunt, a communi honornm eredulitate atque confessione, qute jam vim

legis obtinet, non sine periculo sese sabducunt ; neque solum eximio dignissimffl

Mariie Virgiuis honoris derogant, sed etiam vere divinum illud miraculum

quod ita corporalis matris Domini Resurrectione et Assumptiouc refulget, ac miri-

fice angelos ac pios reereat, majorem in modum enervant extc tuaatque."—" Those

who think and speak otherwise, although they do not full into error at variance

with holy writ, yet they are not wise unto sobriety ; they contradict the best and

most renowned Fathers in this common belief and confession, nur do they merely

derogate from the honor of the most worthy Virgin Man-, but they enervate and

extenuate that truly divine miracle, which shines forth so gloriously in the Resur

rection and bodily Assumption of the Mother of our Lord, and wonderfully delights

the angels and the blessed." (De Deipara Lib. V. c. v.)
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earth the Immaculate body of our august Queen and mother ;

but if Mary ascended without even leaving us her mortal

remains, she does not the less entertain a tender love for us.

Let us rejoice, then, that the first-born of the daughters of

Sion anticipated the time of the glorious resurrection promised

to all the just ; and if we desire to obtain a glorious resur

rection, let us pray earnestly to obtain the grace.

 



 

CHAPTER VII.

 

THE GLORIFICATION OF MAKY IN HEAVEN.

N the course of this Life so dear to our heart, be

cause it kept onr eyes constantly fixed on the

Blessed Virgin, we have more than once said ingen

uously, that neither the mind nor tongue of man can conceive

or reveal the treasures of grace with which Mary was gifted.

How shall we now dare to relate the heavenly triumph of our

august heroine ? If the Apostle of the Gentiles, although

he was endowed with the highest intelligence, the greatest

eloquence, and, what is more, a divine inspiration, yet avowed

that he could not state what, by a special privilege, he had

wituessed with his own eyes,0 how shall we, weak beings that

we are, dare to recount the weleome with which heaven

greeted Mary, and the glory to which she was raised ?

1 Corinth, it 9. 2 Corinth, xii. 2.
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Where below shall we find similitude or imagery ? Yet we

cannot pass over in silence the coronation and glory of her

who was the holiest of all the daughters of Adam ; we shall

therefore describe her triumph as best we may. The merci

ful heart of Mary will deign to accept our humble strain, for

a mother ever loves to hear the voice of her child stammering

forth her praises.

The felicity promised to those who die in the Lord, is

sufficient in its very nature to render them all joyous and

happy, so far as it is possible for them to be so. The soul

will enjoy a consolation, a joy, an intoxication, which will rill

the whole heart, and leave nothing to be desired beyond God.

It will be sated when God's glory shall appear ;0 and this satiety

will never produce, as too often happens here below, either te

dium or disgust ; for the sonls, according to the expression of

Saint Augustine,f being sated, desire, and desiring are sated.

To be united, with no fear of losing, to a being so long the

object of faith, hope, and love, is a 'felicity that cannot be

expressed. God will penetrate the happy sonl, just as fire

in a burning furnace penetrates the atoms of the wood, but

without consuming it ; the soul will be like a mirror, which,

placed before the sun, reflects it so well that the luminary

seems multiplied in it. When the queen of Saba wished

to see Solomon, notwithstanding the ideas which she had

formed of his greatuess, when she heheld the king's wisdom,

his 'magnificent palace, his array of splendidly-attired ser

vants, the abundance of his richly-furnished tables, and the

number of holocausts, beside herself with amazement, she

exclaimed to the king : " The report is true which I heard in

my own country, concerning thy words and concerning thy

P

1

r'/

* I shall bo suted when thy glory shall appear. (Ps. xvi. 15.)

f " Satiato desiderant, et desiderando satiantur." (Tract. »'» Psalmos.)
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wisdom ; and I did not believe them that told me, till I

came myself, and saw with my own eyes, and found that the

half hath not been told me. Thy wisdom and thy works

exceed the fame which I heard. Blessed are thy men, and

blessed are thy servants, who stand before thee always, and

hear thy wisdom." *

And yet, what parity is there between the palace and

throne of David's son, and the palace of heaven, where every

one is inebriated with the torrent of inexhaustible delight.f

Saint Thomas Aquinas says, that eternal beatitude consists

in knowing all things that God has wrought, in loving him as

a good son loves the best of fathers, in delighting in each of

his infinite and impenetrable attributes, in forming with him

a more intimate union than that of soul and body, in chant

ing his praises unceasingly with the choirs of angels, in

thanking him eternally for the graces which he has granted

. to all creatures, and finally, in rejoicing with him at his divine

beatitude, which is the object and end of all the elect.^

Although the possession of this felicity includes all the

prerogatives usually called intrinsic, to distinguish them from

those called extrinsic, and which result from the particular

glory of each, yet it is of faith that the reward will not be

equal for all. Each will enjoy a felicity less or greater, ac

cording to his own merits, a'though every act of virtue

receives an immense reward. If the Lord, in his mercy, des

tines such a recompense to all who serve him faithfully, what

must not be the Blessed Virgin's glory in heaven, since she

was so rich in God's graces, and so prompt in corresponding

« 3 Kings x. 6.

t"At thy right hand are delights even to the end " (Tr. xv. 11.1 "They

shall be inebriated with the plenty of thy house, and thou shult make them drink

of the torrent of thy pleasure." (Ps. xxxv. 9.)

J Opusc. 63.

OiS
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to them ! In the commencement of this work, we have seen

with what impatient desire she was awaited by the world for

forty centuries, and how God, from time to time, raised up

some figure of her to console the earth.0 We behold a faint

likeness of Mary in the virgin Rachel, who excited Jacob's

most ardent love ; in the beauteous Judith, who so manfully

cut off the head of the haughty Holophernes ; in the chaste

and winning Esther, who obtained of her spouse Assuerus,

the pardon and salvation of the people of Israel. Then, con

sidering the work of grace in that privileged soul, we showed

the Eternal beholding her with complacency in his own mind

before the creation of the world. Without repeating what

we have already said, we shall remark, by the way, how aptly

the Church applies to Mary the passage in the twenty-fourth

chapter of the Book of Ecclesiasticus. It is certain, that

when God conceived the admirable design of the creation,

and resolved to form man, he foresaw man's fall, and the

way in which he himself, in his infinite mercy, should raise

that fallen creature. Now, as such was the chief end of the

incarnation of the Eternal Word, it happened by a legitimate

consequence that the predestination of the mother took place

at the same time, since in her virginal womb, in the fulness

of time, the Redeemer was to put on our flesh, by raising

human nature to himself, in the indivisible unity of his per

son. Hence the diffusion of light, wisdom, graces of the

Holy Ghost, with which the most illustrious saints of the

Old and New Testament were enriched, are naught, com

pared to the abundance with which the Blessed Virgin was

enriched from the very moment of her conception.

Unlike the slothful, avaricious servant who buried in the

earth the talent confided to him, Mary never left for a mo

See Book I., chapters I. to V., inclusive.
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ment unproductive the rich treasure confided to her, but

made it grow and bear fruit more and more, by correspond

ing to grace by the most exact, faithful, and efficacious co

operation. If, then, in the kingdom of heaven, glory is pro

portioned to virtue ; if the Almighty crowns his own gifts

the more worthily and gloriously as the soul has more faith

fully corresponded to them, what must not be the glory of

Mary, who, to the greatest sanctity, adds the august title of

Mother of God ! In heaven, the Prophets no longer pro

phesy, the Apostles no longer preach the gospel, the martyrs

no longer shed their blood to confirm the faith ; -John has

ceased to be the precursor of Christ ; Joseph no longer exer

cises the glorious office of reputed father and guardian of the

Incarnate "Word ; but Mary's maternity is never lost, and the

Virgin will never cease to possess that august quality, which

is inseparable from herself. God, then, has used in heaven

all his care to make Mar)-, his holy Mother, revered and hon

ored by all ; consequently, since in heaven all the orders of

angels and saints are divided into three hierarchies, Mary, as

the Angelic Doctor teaches, constitutes one which is after

God, and above all others.* The Church, too, chants that

Mary has been raised above all the choirs of angels,f and,

according to the Abbot William, she sees nothing above her

except her divine Son.^

After having thus spoken in general of the glory of the

saints, speaking of that of our august Lady, it seems that we

» Qntest. 108.

t "Exaltata est snncta Dei Genitrix superc horos angelorum ad ccelestia

regna."—" The holy Mother of God has been exalted above the choirs of angela

to the heavenly kingdoms."

J " Matrem, dice, exaltatum super chores Angelorum, ut nihil contempletur

super se mater nisi Filium summ." (Serm. /I", in Assuiapt.)
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should leave each to imagine it, after all we have said from

the holy Fathers and Doctors. Yet, in some measure to sat

isfy the reader's pious curiosity, we shall endeavor to describe,

or rather, as painters say, to make a rough sketeh, of Mary's

glorious triumph.

All the court of heaven were consumed with the desire of

contemplating and honoring the virginal body, which had been

the ark and tabernacle of a God ; » and all continnally ad

dressed prayers to God that he would hasten Mary's triumph.!

Three days after her most holy body had been laid in the

tomb, it was rennited to the soul by the power of the Most

High, and she came forth more beantiful and resplendent

than can be imagined.^

» Arise, 0 Lord, into thy resting-place, thou and the ark which thoa hast

sanctified." (Ps. cxxxi. 8.) M

t Ascendat etium Maria tna ronctissima Mater, tni conceptione sancti

» Let thy most hory Mother Mary, sanctified in thy conception, ascend." (ST.

BF.RNARDDJE of Sienna, on the Assumption.)

J Chiabrera, the swan of Savona, thus describes Mary's Assumption, in b

Feasts of the Christian year :

Mine Is the task the faithful heart to tell.

How Mary rose triumphant to she skies.

Bnt who will aid my mnse, my mind Impel,

To unfold the Assumption's glory to their eyes.

When from the tomb, which by a stern decroe

Her radiant form received, recalled she rose

O'er »ngel choirs by God's behest sos free,

She monnts in glory, flinging as she goes,

From suowy robes, from azure mantle's folds,

A sea of purple rays and crimson blent with gold.

Aronnd her virgin brow effulgent shone

A coronal entwined by heaven's own hand,

Twelve stars her head adorn, not one ontdone

In glory by the sun of morning land,

As rising, ho prepares to rnn his way;

Or when what time he meets the lion's sign,

O'er parehed fields he ponrs his noontide ray ;

Or when' where living elonds his calm deeline,

Soothe with the splendors of unnumbered hues.

And evening tlnts a holy joy diffuse.
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Adorned with white veils, which, floating around her, ren

dered her still more beautiful, encompassed in an azure man

tle, her loose hair streaming over her shoulders, and her feet

in golden sandals, the Blessed Virgin stands, her hands

clasped on her breast, her eyes raised to heaven. Angels

selected from the choirs of heaven stand before her in respect,

forming three legions. The most favored are to bear the

precious burden on their wings, overlaid like a splendid buck

ler ; others, surrounding her on every side, gnard her, as did

the threescore valiant ones of Israel the couch where Solo

mon reposed.0 The last, divided into several choirs, make

the air melodious with new canticles. " Open ! " they cry ;

" be opened, ye everlasting doors : behold, the Queen of

glory : behold the Virgin, who, immaculate from the first

instant of her conception, crushed the demon's haughty head.

She is the blooming rod of Jesse, on which the Spirit of God

reposes. She is the happy ark that floated fearless over the

Where'er she tresds the rich celestlal plain,

The angel legions bow; the banners lower;

The golden srnmpet blow:>, while forth their strain,

The emerald harp and lyre melodions ponr.

Her name beloved, resonnds on every side,

And fills with mnsic tho celestlal monnt ;

The blessed her triumph hymn in glorions tlde—

The monntain cedar, she ; the sealed fonnt,

The chosen myrrh. Its fragrance scattering wide,

The plane tree by the stream—the anrora in Its pride.

Amid this concert pure, she soars aloft,

Borne up by power divine, and as she speeds,

The air has purer grown, the heavens more soft,

Each planet brighter, as his gaze he feeds

On that all-dazzling form.—Bnt whither bold,

Vain tongne wonldst thon presume l Thy efforts elose

Tho Queen whose hand the keys of merey hold,

Her eyes of pity turns upon onr woes ;

And when we falt, when sin proelaims its sway,

She lifts us up, and wards the wrath uway. .

• Canticles ili. 7.
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waters of sin. She is the garden inaccessible to the suares

of the enemy ; she is the Virgin, holy in soul and holy in

body ; 0 the eastern gate of the sanctnary,! firmly closed, by

which the God of Israel alone hath passed."

Borne by so fair and numerous an escort, Mary rljes to

the starry vault of heaven. She beholds the silver moon bow

with respect to her feet as she passes, and the great orb of

day makes her a splendid halo with his rays. The nearer she

approaches, the more the abode of the saints is radiant with

joy, and acclamations redouble. Our Divine Redeemer, not

satisfied with the convoy sent to meet his Mother, comes forth

himself with the rest of the angels and all the saints, desir

ing, we might say, to render Mary's triumph more glorious than

his own.^ He wishes to lead her himself into the mansion

of bliss.

" Why," exclaims the Abbot Guerric, " why did Christ

precede his mother into the abode of glory, if not to prepare

her an abode, and thus raise her in the most splendid and

wonderful manner ? " §

* " H(RC eft hnrtus conclusus, form sunatus nd quomnnnlH pctuernut iloli irrnra-

pere, nee prrav;dere fnms inimiri : sod penBiUMft saneta mente et corpore."

" She is the garden enclosed, the fountain scaled up, that no wiles of the enemy

conld hrenk into, nor fraud prevail over ; but she remained holy in mind and

body." (ST. JERUMF., Kp. 10. ad Euxlnch. df, Atauaptione.)

\ St. Bernardine of Sieaua is of this opinion.

J '• Invenies oocursr.m rjus pomps; dipiiorem quarn in Christl Ascensione. Soli

quippe angeli Redcmptori occurrere, Matri vero Filius ipse cum tote curia tam

angelormm quam sanctornm ocnirrens, anxit nd beatse consistorium sessionis."—

" Yon will find her Assumption attended with more worthy pomp than the

Ascension of Christ. An^ls alone mi-t our Redeemer, but her Son himself, with

all the court of saints nnd angels meeting his mother, increased the splendor of

the ceremony." i ST. Prrrr.R OAMIRN, Senrn. 1fe Atmunpt.)

§ " Ego ut Pntrem honorarem nd tnrrum de^endi ; ut Matrem honorurem ad

coelum reascendi."—"To honor my Father, I descended to earth, to honor my

mother I reascended to heaven." (Senrn. /. de Asmaapt. B. M. K.)
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I

When Christ came near Mary, he said : " Hasten, my

beloved ; * the winter is past ; the time of trial and labor is

past ; come from Libanus, my beloved : come from Libanus

to be crowned."

When the heavenly hosts beheld their beloved Queen

enter soul and body, all heaven became one harmony, all in

rivalry sang her glorious triumph. The angels praise her, the

archangels congratulate her, the virtues glorify her. The

principalities exult ; the powers, dominations, thrones, leap

for joy. The seraphim exalt her ; the cherubim glorify her ;

the patriarchs admire her ; the prophets untiringly contem

plate her ; the Apostles and martyrs salute in her their mis-

ta-KS and their Queen. David cannot withhold his joy on

beholding such a fruit of his royal line. Joachim and Anne

seek first to press to their bosom their beloved daughter. The

Blessed Virgin, hnmble amid such a triumph, returns thanks

to each, salutes them with love ; but her first thought is to

fall down before the august Trinity, to thank Him for the

benefits and signal favors which He had lavished upon her on

earth. But the vault of heaven resounds with new canticles,

with melody till then unheard in heaven, when, in the pres

ence of all the heavenly court, who behold in silence the

triumph of humility, the Eternal Father, after expressing the

striking merits of his beloved daughter, presents to our Divine

Redeemer the immortal diadem with which he crowns her

Queen of heaven and earth.f When her brow is encircled

with this diadem,^ all praise her again, all glorify her, all

* My love, my dove, my beautiful one. (Cnnt. ii. 10.)

t Thus nearly does Saint John Damaacenus deseribe the triumph of the

Bl^a^d Virgin.

J The daughters saw her and declared her most blessed, and the queens praised

her. (Cant. vi. 8.)
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emulously repeat : " Thou art the glory of Jerusalem, thou

art the joy of Israel, thou art the honor of our people :0

hasten to occupy the throne which the Almighty has prepared

for thee ; put on the starry mantle, which will render thee

fairer to onr eyes, and will be a sweet refuge for sinners ;

make our wings a footstool for thy feet, and after Christ, reign

second in heaven." Rendering heartfelt thanksgiving once

more to the Trinity, Mary, accompanied by her divine Son,

and attended by myriads of angels,—Mary, silent and modest,

proceeds to the throne prepared for her, and rises majestically

amid the conrt of heaven.

And then, as daughter, she participates in the power of

the Father ; as mother, in the wisdom of the Son ; as

spouse, in the love of the Holy Ghost ; and the three Divine

persons command that Mary's throne be eternally placed at

the right hand of Jesus Christ, and that angels and all other

creatures acknowledge her as Queen, obey her, and render her

eternal homage.

But what rash boldness is ours, to essay to describe a tri

umph which transcends all human understanding ! What

shall we have said of Mary's glory, when we shall have

related, that her the angels and archangels, her the thrones

and principalities, faithfully serve ; f that her the powers and

the virtues of the heavens, and all dominations obey ; that

her the cherubim and seraphim attend ; that to her all

angelic creatures unceasingly chant : " Holy, holy, holy,

Mother of God, Virgin and Mother ! " What shall we have

* Judith xv. 10.

t Tibi omnes angeli et arehnncjeli, tibi throni et Principatus fideliter deserviunt,

tilii omnes Potentates et virtutes coelomm, et uuiversse Dominationes obediunt ; tibi

omnes chori, tibi chernbim et seraphim existentes assistant, tibi omnis angelica

orentara incessabili voce proclamat ; Saucta, Saucta, Sancta Dei Genitrix, Mater

et Virgo." (SAINT BONAVENTURE, in Caatic.)
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said, when, with Saint Athanasius,* we repeat that the

Blessed Virgin, as mother, shares with Christ the right of

reigning, because it is due to the King's mother to be a

Queen. What shall we have understood of Mary's sublimity

in heaven, when with Saint Gregory, the Pope,f we say, that

in the palace of heaven, where there are so many sublime

thrones, and where each one is rewarded according to his own

merits, there is a throne which towers above all the rest ;

that is to say, that the Queen beholds none above her, except

the King ; that the mediatrix sees nothing greater than her

self except the Mediator ? Aht this, indeed, is but a feeble

part of Mary's glory in heaven. Mary gives God more joy

than all the saints ; she leads the virgins who every where

follow the Lamb. In heaven, on earth, and in hell, all crea

tures subjected to the sway of the Trinity, obey the glorious

Virgin, and each of her glories taken separately, would suf

fice to give us immortal beatitude.^ To these privileges, and

f\

* " Christo hoc regendi et impernndi jus participavit beata Virgo tunquam

ejns Mater, regis enim mnter rcgina sit oportet." (Seem, de Detpara.)

t " Sit igitnr illuil coeli palatium plenum sedihus et thronis, scde atqne Dens in

omuibus accomodims sc ct aptans cuique pro meritis ; non immerito tamcu eredi-

tur sine injnriu vel invidia octerarum sedium, quoddam esse specmle regis solium

excelsum et clevatum super gloriam omuium. Mariam dice exaltatam super chores

angelorum, ut nihil contemplutur supra »e Mater nisi Filium suum : nihil mimtur

supra se rcgina nisi regem solum : nihil veneratur supra se Mediatrix nisi mediato-

rem solum." (ST. GREGORY, 1'ope, Hum. XXXl'fIf. in Emtny.)

% " Tot erearurte serviunt gloriosie Virginl Marite quot serviunt Trinitati, omucs

nempe ereatune quemenmque gradum teneant in c-reatis, sive spiritusles ut

angeli, sive rationales ut homines, sive eorporales, tit etoli et elementet, sivu dam-

nati sive beati ; omuia qme divino imperio sunt subjugata, gloriosie Virghii aunt

subjectie." (ST. BERNARIUNE OF SIENNA. Serm, Ixi.)—"Allereaturesthnt serve

the Trinity, serve the glorious Virgin Mary ; all ereatures, whatever rank they hold

in ereation, whether spiritual as augels, or rational as men, or corporal as the

heavens and the elements, whether damued or elect ; all that are subjected to the

divine sway, are subject to the glorious Virgin,"
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a thousand others, let us add, that the Blessed Virgin not

only is maintained in the fuluess of the saints,* but also that

she maintains the saints in fuluess ; that she is the terror of

hell, the advocate of man ; and let us say with Saint Ilde-

phonsus,f that as Mary has lived an incomparable life here

below, so she enjoys amid the saints an incomprehensible

glory.

* Beata Virgo non solum in plenitudine sanctorum detinetur sed etiam in pleni-

tudine sauctos detinet, ne eorum plenitude minuatur. (SAINT BONAVENTURE, Suec.

c. vii.) The abbot Guerric exclaims (JScrm. I. in As«umpt.) : " Nullatenus autem

eredideris majoris esse felicitatis et jrlorite ... in ainu Abrahie quam in sinu Marite,

cum thronum sunm in ea posuerit Rex glorite.''—" In no way would you have be

lieved there to be more felicity and glory in the bosom of Abraham, than in the

bosom of Mary, since the King of Glory set his throne in her."—" After God, our

greatest glory and our greatest joy is Mary."—"Post Denm major nostra gloria,

et majus nostrum gaudium ex Maria est."

t " Sicut est incomparabile quod gessit, ita et incomprehensibile premium et

gloria inter omues sanctos quam meruit."—" As her life was incomparable, so her

reward and glory amid all the Saints, is incomprehensible." (Serm. II. de Aaumpi.

chap. VIII.)

 

 



 

CHAPTER VIII.

OF THE FEATURES OF THE BLESSED VIRGIN, AND HER BEAUTY.

I OST unfinished would our historic labor be, were

we not to bask for a moment in gazing on the most

sweet countenance of our august Lady. Fair,

doubtless, were Sara, Rebecca, Rachel, and Ju

dith ; rich in grace and beauty Bersabee, Abigail,

Esther, and others of whom the Holy Scriptures

speak ; but how much more full of grace and beauty must

she have been, of whom was born the fairest of the children

of men ! 0 We need not wonder that all the saints have

* " Beautiful above the soi:s of men " (Ps. xliv. 3. " As the body of Christ,"

says Alhertus Mairnuv " is the m >st perfect and beantiful in nature, so far as it

could be according to the condition of this life, so the Virgin's body was imrae
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been full of love for Mary ; that they tell us such wonders

of her countenance, and that they could never glorify it as

they desired when they contemplated it, or contemplate it

enough when they glorified it. The Blessed Virgin's beauty

resulted not only, as Saint Ambrose teaches us,* from that

immaculate purity, that heavenly sanctity of which she was

the faithful mirror ; from that admirable proportion which

she gave to all her actions : but also from the harmony of the

various parts of her virginal body, and the beauty of her

complexion, in which natural beauty consists.f

Yet let it not be imagined that this natural beauty,

which, as we have already said, filled with admiration all

who were so happy as to behold it, was an effeminate and

profane beauty ; J it was grave, majestic, holy, fit to inspire

diately ordained on this the most beantiful, according to the condition of this life,

that nature operating by itself cuuld make. We say, therefore, that as Christ was

beautiful in form above the sons of men, so the Virgin was most beautiful among

the daughters of men, and had the most supremely perfect body that nature could

prodnce in a mortal female form.'*—Quemadmodum corpus Christi est perfectissi-

mum et puleherrimum in untu a quoad fieri potuit sccundum statum vite, sic cor

pus virginis ad hoc immediate ordinatum fuit puleherrimum secundum statum

viie, quod natuni per se operans facere potest. Ueo dicimus quod sicnt Christus

fuit speciosus forma prsc filiis hominum, sic Virgo puleherrima fuit inter filia- ho-

minum et quod ipsa hubuit summum et perfectissimum quod p >tuit esse in mortali

corpore fiemineo secundum statum vite, operauto imtura. {Apud. //t',/«. Carfh. de

Laud bus Viry.)

* "Ipsa corporis species simulucruun rait mentis, figura probitetis ; nihil torvum

in oculis, nihil in incessu solution"—" Her body was a mirror of her mind, the

figure of probity, nothing immodest in eye or gai ." (De Viry. Lih. II. vi. )

t " Oumis corporis pulehritudo est partium oongruentia cum quadam coloris

suavitate."—" All bodily beauty is a proper adaptation of parte with a certain

sweetuess of coloring." (ST. AUGUSTINE, Du Civitate Dei. Lib. xxii. c. xix.) He

derived this definition from the philosophers who preceded him. Of all who have

treated Of the Beantiful, physical, or moral, none surpasses Bagnaeavallo, prema

turely lost to literature and philosophy.

J At tamen fuit non fcemineo et illecebroso, scd gravi decore, venerabili et an-

gusta pulehritudine. (CORNELIUS A LAPIDE, Prov. c. xxxi.)

HMD]



 

LIFE OF THE BLESSED VIRGIN.

respect ; since, according to all the Fathers and Doctors, 0

the mere sight of Mary was enough to put to flight the

demon of concupiscence. Hence they justly apply to the

Blessed Virgin the praises given in the Canticle of Canticles

to the spouse, by the author of all beauty, when, accord

ing to the beautiful reflection of the Abbot Rupert,f he

praises the eyes, the hair, the teeth, the lips, the cheeks, the

neck, the breasts, of her who had wounded his heart. " In

Mary's eyes," continues the same Abbot, " we behold sim

plicity ; in her hair, purity of thought ; in her teeth, inno

cence ; in her lips, doctrine ; in her cheeks, modesty ; in her

neck, humility ; in her breasts, wonderful frnitfulness united

to virginity." If her stature is compared to the palm-tree, it

is because the palm,J lofty by nature, straight and majestic

amid trees, represents the majesty and simplicity which the

Blessed Virgin ever preserved in her person, even in old age,

as we have already said.

To gratify the pious, who desire to know exactly the fea

tures of our beloved Mother, we shall here set down what

* Dennis the Carthusian speaks thus of the Blessed Virgin : " All other Virgins

were thorns either to themselves or others ; she excited the hearts of beholders to

chastit}'."—Hales ;Thud. III. p. q. 9. num. 2. art. 5). " Beata Virgo suo aspectu

concupiscentise raotus extinxit."—" The Blessed Virgin by her very sight extin

gnished the motions of concupiscence. " The Angelic doctor says: "Tanta erat

ejus gratia, ut non solum virginitatis gratium in se servaret. sed etium in eos quos

viserat integritatis insigne conferret."—" So mnch was her grace, that she not only

preserved virginity in herself, but conferred signal purity on those she looked upon."

(Pt. III. dist. III. qni. arc. 2. q. 1. ad. 4.)

t " 0 pulehritudo admirabilis, quam sic admiratur et eollaudat pnleherrimns

anctor pulehritudinis. Septem pneconus consideravit ; oculos, capillos, dentes,

labia, Arenas, collum et ubere, et pro singuli, dilectis singula decantuvit digna

collaudationis capitula. Laudatur enim in oculis simplicitas, in oapillis cogitu-

tionmm munditia, in de'itihns innocontia, in lubiis dnctrimi, in genis vereoundia, in

collo humilitas, in uberil.u" ndmirauda cum foecunditate virginitas." [Lib. III.

in Cant. taper illud; Qnam pulehra, &c.) J Cant. vii. ".
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Cedrenus 0 and Nicephorus f have written, who both have

endeavored to portray them to us. The Blessed Virgin was

of middling stature ; yet some say that she was rather tall

than otherwise. Her face was slightly oval, resembling in

color, according to Nicephorus's comparison, the ripe ear of

wheat. Her hair was fair, her eyebrows black and gracefully

arched, her eyes bright, the pupil hazel, her nose rather long,

her lips ruddy, and full of sweet words, her hands and ringers

long and delicate. Modest and grave in all things, she sel

dom spoke ; indeed, only when compelled by necessity. She

always readily listened to others with respect and deference.

Far removed from all pride and luxuriousuess, simple, and

full of humility, she reproved with becoming freedom, with

out laughter, without agitation, and above all without anger.

She wore garments that had not borrowed false colors from

art. Her head was habitnally veiled, and, to comprise all in

brief, a divine grace shone in all her actions.

It is true, that some critics regard as false or imaginary

this description of Nicephorus, the more especially as it does

not agree with that drawn by Saint Anselm, or the author of

* Compend. hist. p. 147.

t Nicephorns, on the authority of the priest Epiphanius thus describes her

(Lib. II. c. 23) : " Erat in rebus omnibus honesta et gravis, pauca odmodum ea-

qne necessaria loquens, ad audiendum facilis et perqnam nffabilis honorem snum

et vencratiiunem omnibus exhibens ; statura fnit mediocri, qnamvis sint qni eam

Aliqunntulum mediocrem longitudinem excessisse dicant.. Decent libertate adver-

sus hemines usa es sine risn, sine perturbatione, et sine irucundia maxime. Colore

fnit triticum refcrente, capillo flavo oculis aeribus, sub (lavas et tanqnam olese

colore pupillas in eis habens. Supereilia ei erant inflexa et docenter nigra. Nasus

longior, labia flonda, et verbornm suavitate plena ; facies non rotunda et acuta, sed

aliqmnmto longior, maims simul et digiti longiores. Erat denique fastus iunnis

exoers simplex tuinimeque vultum pingens ; nihil mollitiie seeinm trahens sed hu-

militatem pneeellentem colens. Vestimentis qux ipsa gestavit coloris nativi con-

tenta fnit, id quod ctiam nunc sanctum capitis ejus velamen ostendit, et, ut paucis

dicam, in n>bus ejus omnibus niulta divinitus inorat gratia."
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the book attributed to him.* Baronius,f followed by others,

believes that this description was based on some portrait of

the Virgin, and not drawn from herself; and many deny that

Saint Luke J is the author of the portraits attributed to him.

* Ex gestis Anselmi colligitur forma et mores heate Marite et ejus imici filii

Jesn.

t " Sed in his non immoror, enm ex pictura aliqua prototypa ha-c potius

deseripta quam ex viventis ipsius imagine esse videantur accepta."—" But I do not

dwell on these deseriptions, which seem drawn from some picture as a prototype,

rather than from life." (Ad »n. 48. n. 2(U SiTtus Senensis in his nib Smct. II.

80, follows this opinion ; he says : " Vidimus olim Venetiis, in tedihus Titianl

celebnitisMmi nostrorum temporum pictoris, exemplar hnjus pictune ex archetvpo

De Lncsc nt eredebatur, excerptum, in quo spectabantur, omues illte note quas

itidem Nieephoms expressit in peenndo ejusdem historisc volumine."—" I have seen

at Venice, in the studio of Titian, the most famnns painter of our day, a copy of

this picture aseribed to Saiat Luke, and in it nil are the features deseribed by Ni-

cephorus, in the second volume of his history."

J It is a vexed question to know whether the portraits ascribed to Saint Luke,

are really his ; for Saint Paul calls him a physician and not a painter. The first

who mentions these pictures of Saiat Luke is Theodoret in the 6th century, who

writes that Euuocia seat Saint Puleheria from Jerusalem, the likeness of the

Blessed Virgin painted by the Evangelist. Nicephoms (Hist. Lib. XV. c. xiv.)

relates, that Saint Puleheira placed this picture with that of Our Lord, in the

Church of Hodegus, erected by her at Constantinople, of which we shall speak in

the next chapter. Cardimils Toledo, Bellarmine, Gotti, and other writers of some

authority, affirm, that Saint Luke was a painter. As snch he was generally es

teemed till the time of Heury Valois, who called it in question. Dupins, Tille-

mont, Calmet, seek arguments to sustain him. La:ni discovered and published an

ancieat relation about a picture of the Blessed Virgin, preserved in the Church

t?el' Imprumeta, and ascribed to a Florentine painter named Luke, who lived

piously in the eleventh century, and merited the title of Saint ; he considered that

the confusion arose from this. Lamy's opinion was upheld by Dominic Mary

Mumni. It is not our design to enter into such questions. Va ehall ouly remark

that portraits of the Blessed Virgin made by Saint Luke are mentioned long before

the eleventh century, and were uncontroverted ; and that if the Apostle called St.

Luke physician, and not painter (Coloss. xiv.), it was to distingni.-h and honor him

more. Still we do not maintain that all the portraits attribnted to St. Luke are his.

[St. Francis Borgia had a special devotion to the portrait of the Blessed Virgin by

Saint Luke, and had many copies made ; the blessed Ignatius Azevedo, martyred

by the envmies of the faith while returning as a missionary to America, clasped to

/'I
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To these objections we will answer with Trombelli,* that

probably Cedrenus and Nicephorus have represented her not

according to any portrait, but according to some ancient pop

ular tradition that might have come down to them. The

illustrious Philip Bonarotti f proves that true likenesses of

Saint Peter and Saint Paul have reached us. Now, would

the faithful have more carefully preserved the memory of the

features of these two princes of the Apostles, rather than

those of the Blessed Virgin ? It is no less pleasing to think,

that not only Saint Luke, but others also, transmitted to

posterity the cherished portrait of the Blessed Virgin, and

that the Apostles themselves distributed copies to excite the

new Christians to venerate and love the august Mother of

God.}

It is useless to urge against us the authority of Saint

Augustine,§ who writes that the likeness of the Blessed

Virgin Mother of our Redeemer was not known in his time ;

the holy and learned doctor simply means that he himself had

never seen the picture which the Empress Saint Puleheria

brought from Jerusalem to Constantinople, and of which

probably several copies had been made, either from the origi

nal, or from previous copies. The reason is evident—these

pictures were better known in the East than in the West.

Hippo, where Saint Augustine preached, is very far from

his heart, when hurled from the ship, a copy of this picture given him by St.

Francis, and sunk with it.]

* Part I. dUs. xli.

t On the yh.te» fmmd in lhe Catacomb.

J Albergnthi, Bishop of Arezzo, in his Life of Mary (IL c. xxiv. n. 4.), relates,

on the faith of several authors, that St. Peter at Antioch had several portraita of

Mary, made not hy St. Luke, but by others ; that St. Paul at Malta had three

made ; that St. Thomas carried one to India, and St. Matthew one to Ethiopia.

§ Super Trinis. Lib. VIII. c. iv. n. 7.
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Constantinople ; and if he had before him portraits of the

Blessed Virgin made by other painters, it might well be that

these copies of copies differed so from each other as to inspire

doubt as to the real portrait of the Blessed Virgin.

Now, if such was the exterior beauty of the Blessed Vir

gin Immaculate, what shall we say of her interior beauty ?

that is to say, of those gifts and the grace by which she

pleased God ! From the moment where we began to speak

of her conception, we have seen her unceasing advance in vir

tue, thus meriting at last so great a glorification in heaven ; so

that, were we to attempt to speak on this point, we should

only repeat what we have thus far said. The Fathers and

Doctors of the Church never, it seems, could find a subject

dearer to their hearts than this. " As Mary's Son," exclaims

Saint Bernardine of Sienna, " is the Saint of saints, it follows

that the mother who bore him is the saint of female saints,

containing that precious treasure ; that she is the tabernacle

of God, the throne of God, and the chamber of God. In

the fulness of human and angelic sanctity, there the Blessed

Virgin Mother of God laid the foundation of her sanctity,

and planted her virginal foot." 0 See, too, with what admira

ble logic the holy Archbishop of Valentia, Saint Thomas of

Villanova, sets forth this exterior and interior beauty of

Mary : " Children," says he, " are ordinarily the living image

of their parents ; and these transmit to their children not

only their inclinations and corporal infirmities, their features,

color, form, gait, but also their passions, morals, genius, vir

* " Sicnt Filius Marine est Sanctus Sanctornm, ita coustat quod Mater quse

ipsum portavit cst Sancta Sanctarnm, in qna erat ille pretiosus thesaurns taberna-

rulnm Dei, thronus Dei ntque thalamns Dei. Ubi ergo pleniuulo sanctitatis 1m-

manse atque angelicse, ibi semper Virljo Dei Mater primn ana; sanctitutis jecit

fundamental, ibi detinnit gradum, ct plantam fixit virgincam." (Tom. ///. Serm. II.)
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tues, and vices." 0 Now if this takes place generally in oth

ers, much more so in Jesus Christ, the son of Mary, accord

ing to nature.

Other children being common to father and mother,

naturally take something from each, and from this mixture

the character of the child is distinct from either. But who

knows not that Christ had no earthly father ? Deriving his

body, then, from his mother alone, he must have resembled

her in the features of the conntenance, and the qnalities of

the soul. Those who had the glorious privilege of beholding

onr Divine Redeemer with their own eyes, declare that the

son was the perfect 'image of the mother. Both were hum

ble, pure, prudent, pious, in the highest degree. Finally, the

Blessed Virgin resembled her divine Son, as Jesus was in

every thing the image of his immaculate Mother. Although

all the saints have endeavored to resemble Christ (for herein

consists all our perfection), yet each resembled him but in

part. One drew nigh him in humility, another in chastity,

another in meekness. His mother alone imitated him in all,

and resembled him in grace and virtue, excepting, of course,

that perfection which resulted from the union of the divinity

and humanity in the person of Jesus. Mary was, then, a

perfect likeness of her Son, as she herself says in the Canti

cles : " I am black, but beautiful as the tents of Cedar, as

the curtains of Solomon ; " f which means : " If you con

sider my mortal condition, I am black as the tents of Cedar,

because I am a mere mortal, a daughter of Adam, flesh and

bone, like other virgins ; but, if you consider grace, I am beau

tiful as the tents of Solomon ; that is, I am beautiful by

imitating Christ in all his virtues, which are here compared

to the tents of Solomon, inasmuch as Christ alone, to the

« COM. III. d, Aortr. M. V. t Cant. i. 4.

 



LIFE OF THE BLESSED VIRGIN.

 

exclusion even of the angels, has the divine virtues in com

mon with the Father. " Do not consider me that I am

brown becanse the sun hath altered my color.'' 0 I am

indeed dark, compared to the Bim ; but considered in myself,

I ontshine all the angels and orbs of light.

* Cant. i. 5.

 



CHAPTER IX.

 

RELICS OF THE BLESSED VIRGIN, AND LETTERS ATTRIBUTED

TO HER.

 

our holy Mother was, as we have seen, borne to

heaven and glorified in body and soul, how can we

find her sacred relics on earth ? We must deny the

Assumption, or condemn as false the relics, which, as

relics of the Blessed Virgin, receive the homage and

veneration of the faithful. This objection is of no

force or value, when we know what these relics are, which

holy Church has ever venerated with so much piety and love.

Theologians divide the relics of saints into three classes : *

in the first they place substances ; that is to say, the body

entire, or a considerable part thereof ; in the second, integral

relics, which belong to a body, but constitute no essential

part thereof ; finally, in the third, sanctified relics ; that is,

those which merit homage and veneration, in consequence of

TEOMRELLI, De Cultu Sanctorum, Dissert. VII. ch. I.
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the close relation which has existed between these relics and

the blessed whom we honor. After this necessary distinction,

each sees for himself, that, if it is impossible for us to have

relics of the first class of Mary—that is, the body—we may

have others, as we have in fact ; and one cannot, without

great rashness, scandal, and even suspicion of heresy, combat

the cultus which the universal Church renders these relics.

This we say, be it understood, of relics in general, and not

of any relic in particular.

After this statement of doctrine, let us see what relics of

Mary may still remain among us.

First of all, we meet those called integral ; these relics

are the hair and nails. They are called integral, because the

hair and nails belong to the inteyrity of the body, although

they are not an essential part. Hair is man's natural dia

dem ; and the poet of Sulmo compares a head devoid of

hair 0 to a field without verdure, to a leafless tree. The

nails, besides being an ornament, and, so to speak, a comple

ment of the body, are of great utility to man ; but as they

are frequently cut, they are much less prized than the hair :

we need not then be surprised, ii' the primitive Christians

more carefully collected and preserved the hair of martyrs

and other saints.

The faithful thus, doubtless, gave all care to procure the

Virgin's hair, while she still lived on this earth ; or, accord

ing to others, when she was laid in the tomb, her hair was

cut, and Christians have preserved with great care and pious

veneration this treasure which they duly prized The Sov

ereign Pontiffs, always so prudent in offering to the faithful

only authentic relics, particularly m the consecration of the

* Turpe pecus mini lum; turpe est sine gramine cninpus;

Et sine fumle frntex ot sine crine cuput.

OVID, de Art. Lib. III.
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altars of the Basilicas, have more than once placed in the

altars portions of the Blessed Virgin's hair ; thus, as Baro-

nius relates,0 Pope Calixtus enclosed some in the altar con

secrated by him in honor of Saint Agnes. Heretics and

Protestants, denying the authenticity of these relics, have

alleged that hair could not be preserved so many ages, and

that, moreover, the great number of these relics refutes their

authenticity. We reply, that the Blessed Virgin's hair

might very easily be preserved with all the care taken to pro

tect it ; next, that the hair might be divided into very small

parts ; and, moreover, that these precious relics are not as

numerous as heretics pretend. This is well known by the

illustrious John Ferrand,f who enumerates with extreme care

 

* Annul. Tom. XII. ad arm. 112K. n. 3. where he speaks of the hair and veil

of the Blessed Virgin.

t " Hornm eapillorum aliquot Romse, tum ad Sanctse Crncis, tarn ad Sancti

Joannis Lateranensis, denique ad Divse Mnjoris Basilicam monstruri retort Onu-

phrius (De Sept. Urbis Ecclesiit) ; nureo colore flavescere quemadmodum et illos,

qni Olivetl apud Hispnmoa magna cum religionu enluntur. Paribus Marianse comre

lypsanis Anienm, Parisli, Trecse, Aquisgranum, Vesuntio, et Fanum Andomuri se

divites ac fortunatos depnedicant civitat's. Aliqnid tandem eornndem crinium

amplis.-irnum quondam Bcatic Virgini sacrum in Croylar.dise monastitrium asserva-

rif, quos crines Henricus imperatur all Hngone Franc«rum rege Christianissimo

aurea in pyxide acceptos illi eoenobio re.rfa) mimificentise donavit." (Disqnisit. lte-

l qniar. Lib. I, chap. II.) Somc of this hair is shown, according to Ouaphrins, at

Santa Croce, St. John Lateran, and S^. Mary Major's. It is of a golden color, like

that which is honored with great devotion at Oviedo, in Spain. Aunesy, Paris,

Triers, Aix, Bcsancon, and Saint Omers claim to he similarly euriched. A large

relic of the same hair was preserved in the great abbey of Croyland, given with

royal munificence in a golden shrii.e to that monastery, by the Emperor Heury, who

had received it from Hugh, king of Fr;m 'e. In Book IV. ch. iv. sec. iv., the same

Ferrand proves by many examples the c;ire with which the primitive Christians

gathered the hair of the martyrs, accordmg to the words of St. Luke : " Not a

hair of your head shall perish ;" and he explaius that in lapse of time, it might

happen " that the body of the faithful, when the anthentic documents of so many

relics were lost, defaced, or destr«yed by fire, confounded tllc relics, or having them

mixed together by the malice of heretics, wonld mistake the hair of so many
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all the places where, in his time, any portion of her hair ex

isted. He even goes further, and explains how the authen

ticity of some of these relics may be established.

To the integral relics of the saints, belong the blood and

milk which the faithful gathered and piously preserved, as

ecclesiastical historians attest. We have no relic of Mary's

blood ; and this is not surprising, as she died a natural death.

Although many churches, according to the testimony of

Fcrrand,* boast of possessing her milk, it is not to be sup

posed that this milk is in any great quantity : all together

would probably not fill a small phial. If it is asked how the

milk Avas obtained, we shall answer, with Ferrand and Troia-

belli, that it came miraculously from some statues of the

Blessed Virgin, as Saint Antoninus teaches,f or that the

faithful have metaphorically given the name of milkj to the

white dust like lime or starch scraped from the walls of some

sanctuary or grotto, where the Blessed Virgin is believed

saints, and on account of the similarity, believe by a pious eTor, that some was

hair of Christ, and the Blessed Virgin, and innocently believe it in ignorance . . .

but how can this innocent error interfere with Christian faith, and piety, and the

divine worship ? "

* " FretiosisdmiVirgincilactisguttulisAsatsium in Italia, Olivetum in Hispania,

Parisienses, Anieienses, Bisuntines, Remenses, aliosque in Gallia potiri." I Lib. I.

c. ii.) " Assismm in Italy, Oviedo in Spain, Paris, Annecy, Besancon, Rheims, and

other cities claim to possess drops of the Virginal milk."

t Apud. FERRAND Lib. I. c. iv. art. 3. sect. 3.

J Ferrand, already cited, proves this, if not certaiuly, at least by plausible rea

sons; moreover, it seems needless for us to prove here how the mill; or white humor

issued from the heads of martyrs beheaded. In the homily on St. Peter and St.

Paul, attributed to St John Chrysostom, and inserted in the Roman Breviary on

the octave of their feast, at the second nocturn it is said that the blood of the

apostle appeared of the color of milk on the dress of the headsman, which is con

firmed by the Abbot Gnerric (Serm. II. in Naiali SS. Ana: fe'ri el Pnmli): and it

will be enough to cite the following from the Uomao S[.;rtyrolo;ry, Ju'y I.". " At

Sebaste, St. Antiochus, phy.-ician, who was beheaded under Adrian, the President,

and when from him flowed milk and blood, &c.''
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to have suckled the infant Jesus

Egypt.

As to relics termed sanctified, they are doubtless more

numerous than the preceding. We shall mention, first, the

band or girdle, which the Greeks have since the fourth cen

tury claimed to possess, and which the Empress Saint Pul-

cheria transferred from Jerusalem. Germanus, Bishop of

Constantinople, and the monk Euthymius,0 say that this

girdle was always held in great veneration. It is mentioned

also in the Greek menology of the Emperor Basil,f and in

that published by Cardinal Sujleto.^ From this cincture

various relics were afterwards taken, which have been pre

served in Italy, France, and elsewhere, and of which, as Fer-

rand affirms, miracles have attested the authenticity.§

* See the ;ermons in LIPOMANUS, Vita Srmct. prisc. Tom. VI. Aug. xxxi.

t In the Urbino edition of 1727, under Aug. 81, we read : " Areadius, Magni

Theodosii films, venerandam sanctissimse Dei grnitricis zonam Hierosolymis educens,

ubi usque ad ilia tempora una cumpretiosa veste fuerat a quadum virgiue asservuta,

eamqur Coustantinopolim transferens deposnit in elegante bibliotheca, qmsa sancta

uma I'nit appellata."—" Areadius, son of Theodosius the Great, brought to Con-

sumtinople the girdle of the most Blessed Virgin Mother of God, from Jernsalem,

where it had till then been preserved by a certain virgin, and deposited it for pub

lic veneration in an elegant shriue which was called the Holy Urn." He then re

lates how it was found fonr hundred years after, under the Emperor Leo, aud how

by the touch of this girdle the patriareh delivered the Empress Zoe, who was tor

mented by an impure spirit.

J This Greek menology was first published by Cardinal Sirleto, and is inserted

in the celebrated collection of Heury Canisius. The following words confirm the

prodigy mentioned above. " On the thirty-first day of August, commemoration

of the precions girdle of the most holy Mary, Mother of God, preserved in her

venerable chureh, as the girdle itself was brought by the Bishop Zele, under the

Emperor Justinian, and a miracle wrought by the imposition of the girdle on

Queen Zoe, wife of the Emperor Leo.

§ The pions and holy Empress Pnlehcria, not only bnilt the chureh in Blacher-

nis, bnt also those of Chaleopratum and Holegus. In the last she placed over an

altar ador.ied with gold and precions stones, the celebrated portrait of the Blessed

Virgin by St. Luke. It was cousidered as the palladium of the Empire ; it was

, .
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We have mentioned above how the Empress Saint Pul-

cheria brought to Constantinople the garments of the Blessed

Virgin, and solemnly enshrined them. The faithful, to satisfy

their devotion, are also in the habit of venerating, as relics,

dust taken from the tomb where Mary reposed for a time,

or from the sanctuaries of which we have spoken.

Cedrenus * and Nicephorus f relate that, when Constanti

nople was besieged by the impious tyrant Thamasp, Thcophi-

lus the patriarch bore in procession these relics of the Blessed

Virgin, with the wood of the Holy Cross, and that the city

was soon after delivered from that cruel and powerful enemy.

It is probable that on that occasion, or on some other, parcels

of these relics were distributed among other churches. Btiro-

nius, indeed, declares that Pope Calixtus placed in the altar

of Saint Agnes, not only the hair, but also the veil of tho

Blessed Virgin. It is to be presumed th;i,t some of these

relics were not garments worn by Mary in her lifetime, but

which had been on some ancient and miraculous statue.

Even now we find some churches preserving as relics, veils and

robes which have served to adorn statues of the Virgin

Mother of God.

It will, we think, please our readers, to state that Chartros

fignratively called The Gie«r of Victory. It was borne in great pornn to tho fu'ld

of battle, and was always brought bock on a splendid car drawn by magnificent

white steeds. On the principal fci.-r- it was carried out of the church, amid the

joyous acclamations of the people.

Some believe that this is the same picture as that now venerated in the conve:it

of Monte Vergine, to which it was given by Catharine II. of Valois, wile of Philip,

prince of Tarentum, fourth son of Charles II. king or Naples; he was great-grand

nephew of Baldwin II., who, forced by a conspiracy of the Greeks to abruid :i tho

Eastern Empire, transported it from Constantinople with otaer riub.es ami holy

relics. (See AQUILA, Diet. of the Bible, art. ST. LUEE.)

* CEDRENUS in Mlelnisle Salbo, p. 503. (Ed. Paris.)

t Lib. XVI. c. xxiv.
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claims to possess a garment of the Immaculate Virgin ; 0

that the city of Prato, in Tuscany, glories in possessing a

girdle ; f that another girdle is venerated at Bologna, in the

church of Saint Stephen ; \ and that several rings, believed

to have been worn by the Blessed Virgin, are preserved with

great honor in Italy and other countries.§

Among the more precious relics should be numbered, were

they anthentic, the letters which have come to us in the name

of the Blessed Virgin, and which are pretended to be three in

number.|| The first is a reply to Saint Ignatius the mar

tyr, who had questioned her as to her Son and his doctrine.

To satisfy the curiosity of those who have never seen them,

we here insert translations of the three.

To IGNATIUS, THE DISCIPLE OF JOHN :

The humble handmaid of Jesus Christ.

The things which thou teachest, and which thou hast

learned of John, are all true. Believe them firmly, and con

form thy life to thy faith. I shall endeavor, with John, to

see both thee and those that are with thee. Abide in the faith,

* [A silver reliquary, in the form of this relic, was sent to Canada soon after

its settlement, and is still preserved in the Chureh of Loretto.J

| DE PBATO, .W/ /. utoridte. This treats of the anthenticity of a cincture

preserved in the city of Prato. (See TROMRELLI'S remarks on it. Part. IL Diss.

XXIII. Sect. in. c. i. and ii.)

J Consult Trombelli in the same work (<k Cultu Sanctorum diss. VIIT. 17. a.\

and the letter attributed to Mabillon, entitled "Letter of a Benedictine on the dis

cerument of ancient relics."

§ See our remarks in Book II. c. i.

|| Saint Antoninus speaks of them (CTron. Pt. I. tit. VII. cap. I. § I.); some

add four more letters ; two to the Apostle Saint John, mentioned by Baronius ; a

third published by Erasmns, on the holy honse of Loretto, and finally a fonrth ml-

dressed to Friar Antoninus de Villa Basilica, published by Lamy. The letters best

known, and as to which there may be a doubt, are the three cited by us. 11
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labor courageously, be not disheartened by persecution, but

let thy mind abide in health, and rejoice in God. Amen."

The second letter is addressed to the inhabitants of

Messina. It is said to have been translated into Greek by

Saint Paul, and into Latin by Constantino Lascaris, in 1467.

It is as follows :

MARY, VIRGIN, DAUGHTER OF JOACHIM, most humble Mo

ther of God, Jesus Christ, of the tribe of Juda, of the

family of Juda :

To all the inhabitants of Messina, health and benediction of

God the Father Almighty.

" We know that with great faith you have publicly sent

ambassadors, confessing that our Son, the Son of God, is at

once God and man ; that he has risen from the dead, and

ascended to heaven ; and that, by the preaching of Paul, you

know the way of truth. Hence we bless you and your city,

and will ever be its protectress.

"The year of our Divine Son, Indiction 1, the llth of

June, the 27th of the moon, fifth day of the week from Jeru

salem."

SWfe

Finally, the third letter belongs to the Florentines. It

was discovered by the illustrious Father Jerome Savanarola,

about the year 1460 ; its translation is :

"O Florence, dear to God, to the Lord Jesus my Son,

and to me, preserve the faith, persevere in prayer, arm thy

self with patienco ; thus shalt thou obtain eternal salvation

with God, and glory with men."
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Although many authors have maintained the authenticity

of these letters, we need not enter into a serious examina

tion, or adduce arguments to show their falsity, but will say

enough in noting, with Baronius,0 that they lack the sanction

of the Church, and should therefore be regarded as apocryphal ;

more especially as those who possess the letters cannot give a

complete and luminous history of them. The Messinians,

indeed, celebrate in their city a feast called " Feast of the

Blessed Virgin's Letter," f and at Rome itself a commemora

tion is made of the feast in the Sicilian church, and in St.

Peter's in Montorio ; but Benedict XIV. himself, in his

noble work on the Beatification and Canonization of the

Saints,^ says, that tlu's tradition is not approved by the Holy

See. Some Sicilians, having applied to him while he was

Promoter of the Faith, begged him to mention this letter in

the new editions of his work ; but Benedict XIV. advised

* " Fertur ejusdem Dei genitricis epistola ad Ignatium reddita, ejusdemque

Ignntii una ad ipsam scripta, duse vero ad Joannem evangelistum de eadem ipsa

loquentes. Sed Hieronymus et alii antiqniores, qni ejusdem Ignatii recensuernnt

epistolas, eas non novernnt. Traduntur et alise ab ipsa ad alias scripte eivitates,

qnas cunctas cum careant Ecclesise auctoritate, non nisi in apocryphornm classes

rejiciendas csse cranes facile judicabunt."—" There is a letter of the Mother of

God to Ignatius, and one of Ignatius to her, and two to St. John speaking of her

self; but Jerome and other more ancient writers still, who enumerate the works of

Saint Ignatius, are silent as to these. Others ure put forward addressed to various

cities, but as they lack the authority of the Chureh they are to be treated as apoc

ryphal, as all will easily see." (Ad. aua. xlviii. num. 25.)

t Father Melehior Inchofer (In Connect. epist. ad. Meman.), and Father Paul

Pelli (in Glor. Mess.), and Placidus Reina (in Notis ad Hist. Messan.), each in a

different manner defends the authenticity of these letters, combated by many, in

cluding Castro, Serry, Ifcitano. Roch Perry, in his dissertation on this letter, in

serted in his " Notes on Sicilian Churehes," maintains that a statue of the Blessed

Virgin was found in a garret, which in Sicilian is called Letcrio or Leterino ; and

that by corrnption, the Blessed Virgin gor the name of Letter.

I De Beatif. et Canoniz. Sanctornm. (Lib. IV. c. xxvi. <>. 27, and cap.

 

a 26.)
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them to leave things as they were, and to address no petition

to the Sacred Congregation of Bites.

This is all we have to say in general as to the relics of the

august Virgin. It is enough to show the spirit of the Church

in presenting them to the reverence of the faithful. Let us

then honor them piously, visit them frequently, and particu

larly when they are exposed to our solemn veneration ; let us

despise the sophisms, the ridiculous objections of unbelievers,

which Catholics have a thousand times triumphantly an

swered ; let us do all we can to induce our brethren to ren

der these holy relics the honor due them, assured that this

sincere homage will be agreeable to God, and to the Queen

of Angels, and be a sure token of the most signal favors ;

since, as Saint John Damascenus teaches, near these relics we

shall find a refuge against temptation, and against the chas-

tisements which our faults have drawn upon us.

:

 

.

-

 



 

-— .

CHAPTER X.

THE BLESSED VIRGIN EVER THE PROTECTRESS OF THE CHCRC1I

AND THE FAITHFUL.

YRIL, patriarch of Alexandria, meditating on the

graces and privileges with which God endowed his

Blessed Mother, exclaims, full of admiration and

love : " 0 Mary, thon art0 that Virgin by whom

the Holy Trinity is adored and glorified through-

ont the universe ; by whom heaven exults ; through

whom the angels and archangels rejoice ; by whom devils are

 

* " Hcec est Virgo perqnam snncta Trinitas in universe orhe glorificatur et ado-

ratur, per qnam c<rium exultat, per quum angeli et arehangeli Isetantur, per

qnam dsemones fugantur, per qnam tentator diabolus de coelo ceeidit, per qnum

prolapsum plasma in coelum denno subvehitur, per qnam universa creatura,

iilolorum vesania detecta, ad rerimtis cognitionem dednctaest, perqnam sumctum

baptisma obtigit credentibus, per qnam exultationis olenm coasecratur, per quam

toto terrarnm orbe fundatse sunt ecclesise, per qnam {rentes liddnruntur ad poeni-

tcntiam, per qnam, ut paucis abaolvam, uni'renitus Dei Filius iis qni in tencbris et in

umbrn mortis sedebant lux resplendnit."—Orat. cont. N&tarium.
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put to flight ; by whom the tempter Satan fell from heaven ;

by whom fallen creatures are again raised to heaven ; by whom

all men, discovering the vanity of idols, have been brought

to a knowledge of the truth ; by whom holy baptism is con

ferred on believers ; through whom the oil of exultation is

consecrated ; through whom churches are founded throughout

the world ; through whom the nations are brought to penance ;

through whom, to say all in brief, the only-begotten Son of

God shone as a light on those who sat in darkness and the

shadow of death." We should fill volumes, were we merely

to cite the names of those who have made the praises of our

most holy Mother the subject of their works, and have spoken

at more or less length on her most signal power and privileges.

About to reef our sails and enter the harbor, we should not

think that we had spoken sufficiently of the august Mother

of God, unless we say some words of her powerful patronage,

of which Mary has ever been prodigal to the whole church,

and all its children, who in distress have had recourse to so

tender a Mother. It is beyond all doubt, that charity

increases and is perfected in heaven, and that one of the prin

cipal acts of that charity consists in advancing the cause of

the Church militant, as the just offer the most High the

prayers of men. Holy Scripture portrays to us how fervently,

during the war of the Machabees, the prophet Jeremias0

prayed for the people, and for all the holy city of Jerusalem ;

how the twenty-four ancients in the Apocalypsef prostrated

* '' After .nis (Onias) there appeared also (to Judas) another man, admirable

for age and glory, and environed with grent beanty and majesty ; then Onias

auswering said : Tins is a lover of his brethren, and of the people of Israel ; this is

he that prnyeth mnch for the people and for all the holy city, Jeremias, the prophet

of God." (II. Mach. xv. 13.)

t " And when he had opened the book the four living creatures, and the fonr-and-

twenty ancients full down before the Lamb, having every one of them harps and
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themselves before the Lamb, each with golden vials, full of

incense, which is the prayers of the Saints ; and how the

Prince of the Apostles tells his disciples * that he will

endeavor, after his death, to make them mindful of his teach

ing.

If, then, the Blessed Virgin, during her life, had so great

and constant a care of all those who came to the faith ; if

she labored so ardently for the advantage of the primitive

Christians ; if, by her dolors, she contributed with her divine

Son to the redemption of the human race, what will she not

do in heaven for the Church, now that she sees it so dearly

purchased and consecrated by the precious blood of the

Divine Redeemer ?

Who could measure the force and efficacy of Mary's

prayers and intercession in heaven ? If, as the Doctor, by

excellence says,f the Apostles and martyrs crowned in heaven

obtain graces much greater than they could have obtained

when on earth ; when they were still invested with our mortal

flesh ; if Moses alone repeatedly obtained of God the pardon

of the Israelites ; J if Stephen, the protomartyr, obtained grace

for his most cruel persecutors ; § if the holy Apostle Paul ||

exhorted the two hundred and seventy-two soldiers, who had

been with him thirteen days in the vessel, to take some food,

what is not the solicitude of the saints for us, now that they

golden vials full of odors, which are the prayers of saints ; and they sung a new

canticle." (Apoc. v. 8.)

* " Being assured that the laying awny of this my tabernacle is at hand, accord

ing as our Lord Jesus Christ also hath signified to me ; and I will do my endeavor

that after my decease you may also often have whereby you may keep in Memory

of these things." (II. Peter, i 14-15.)

t Adv. Vigilant, c. iii. alias, n. 7.

J " Either forgive them the trespass, or if thou do not, strike ma out of the book

that thou hast written." (Exod. xxxii. 31-2.)

§ Acts vii. 59. II Acts xxvii. 33.
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are in possession of eternal beatitude ? And if all the saints

have in heaven a greater power of intercession, who will ever

be able to measure the power and might of their Queen ?

The love borne her by the God who took flesh in her virginal

womb, her sublime dignity of Mother of God, which, as we

have said, lasts and will last for all eternity ; the royalty to

which she has been raised by the Holy Trinity, her position,

as Mother of Christians, the graces of which she has received

the fuluess, her love for us, are so many unequalled preroga

tives, which render her power of intercession unequalled in

heaven. Hence the Holy Fathers and doctors unceasingly

exalt that extraordinary power, and all, emulously striving

to portray her wonders, rack their very intellect to glorify her.

" If thou art silent," says Saint Anslem,* " no one prays,

no one comes to our succor ; but if, on the contrary, thou

openest thy lips, all the saints pray with thee ; thou art,

after God, my only hope : f but for thee, I should have

neither pity nor meekness, for thou art the Mother of

virtues." " In vain," says William of Paris,^ " in vain

should we cry to the Lord, if Mary remains silent ; our

prayers, without hers, would be useless before God." " As

no one goeth to the Son unless led by the Father," says a

pious author, § " so I venture to say, that in a certain manner,

we cannot recur to thy glorious Son, O August Mother,

unless thou guide us to him, by thy powerful hand."

" When Martha, confessing Christ's power, begged him to

recall her brother Lazarus to life, she was sent to Mary, her

sister," says Saint Peter Chrysologus : || " and why, if not to

* Orat. xlv. ad S. Viry. ^fariam. f Ora'. xlvi. ad eandem.

J Lib. de Rhetar. dirina, c. xviiii. § Con/emp. de Y. J/. c. i.

|| Serm. Ixiv. de Lazaro amorte staeit.
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show by that figure, that but for the Blessed Virgin, death

cannot be overcome and ronted ? "

In fact, from the moment when Mary conceived the Word

of God, says Saint Bernardino,0 she had, so to speak, a certain

jurisdiction over all the temporal graces of the Holy Ghost,

so that no creature ever obtained of God grace or virtue,

except through the intercession of that pious mother.

We should never cease, were we to enumerate, one by one,

all the expressions of the Holy Fathers, who show how

powerful Mary's intercession is. To abridge, we shall merely

say with St. Bernard,f that God has wished every grace to

be given us by means of Mary. This idea was not advanced by

the holy Doctor in a transport of love, but he often expresses

it in his works, and particularly when he speaks of the

wonderful threefold union of the Almighty majesty of God

wi;h our mortal flesh.}; Saint Alphonsus Liguori, in his

filial piety to the Blessed Virgin, is not satisfied with uphold

' Tetupore a quo Virgo Mntcr concepit in utero Verbum Dei qnamdnm, ut ita

dicnm, jurisdictionem acu auctoritutem obtiunit in omni Spiritus Sancti proces-

sione temporali, ita quod nulla creatura nliquam a Deo obtinuit gratiam vel virtu-

tem, nisi secundum ipsius pise matris dispensationem." (Serm. Ixi. cap. viii. Tom.

I. t Sirm. III. de ylarioso nomine Moriie, art. 3, mp II. tom. III.)

t Tftis eriro medullis cordium—Muriam hanc veneremur, qnia sic est voluntua

eins cjr.i t"tum nos lunbere volnit per Mariam—ilasc, inqnam, voluntas ejus est,

sed pro i.obis." (Serm. in Katie. li. ^f. I".)

4. 'l'his is to bo understood not merely, us some pretend, in the seuse that the

Bles;-rd Virgin, ha\ ing bronght forth Jesas Christ, bus been the means by which

we have received the anthor of all grace, but in the seuse that God, in a purticuhnr

manner, has wished to honor his most h- ly Mother. Saint Thomas, after having

said i fyist. 8.) that the Saints, in proportion to the merit by which they have mer

ited grace, may Pave others, aflirms I E'poat. Salnt. Anyef) that onr Redeemer and

the Blessed Virgin have merited power to save all men. As to the seuse in

which we are to understand the proposition of Suint Bernard, it will be clear, if we

consider the three marvellons unious of which he speaks, that is to say, the union

of God and man, the union of Virgin and Mother, and, finally, that of Faith and
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ing Saint Bernard's opinion,* but with the authority of Holy

Fathers, and by solid arguments, he answers those who

oppose this pious proposition.f Adducing new reasons, he de

monstrates to evidence that the gentle Doctor spoke no hyper

bole, as some pretend, but wrote in a strict theological sense,

and he concludes by saying, that his opinion is fortified by

the constant practice of the faithful, who, to obtain any

graces from heaven, always have recourse to the intercession

of the Blessed Virgin ; hence, the holy Bishop concludes, the

opinion of the Church.

This powerful patronage, which our august Mother began

from the outset of her earthly pilgrimage, she has in all

times displayed in a special manner for the advantage of the

the human heart. After having exposed this triple union he concludes : " But as

thon, O man, wast unworthy of the gift, it was bestowed on Mury, that thou

mightest through her receive whatever thou wast to have ; for she as Mother bore

thee n God ; as a Virgin, is henrd for her reverence in thy cause, and that of all men.

Had she been only a mother, she would suffice for herself, nor would her wc.mb have

borne the blessed fruit which is the price of the world. As there is remedy in the

former, so aid in the latter ; because Cod hm* mshal us to hare nothiny that does not

pass throuyh Mary's hands. Bnt in the third is merit ; for when we firmly believe

these things, we have merit, and in faith there is salvation ; for whoso believeth

shall be saved."—" Sed quia indignns erus qui donuretur, datum est Maria;, ut per

illam acciperes quidquid haberes, quie per hoc quod Mater est genuit tibiDcum;

per hoc quod Virgo est, exaudita est pro sua reverentia in causa tua et totius

generis humanl. Si sola mater esset, sufficeret sibi, nee benedictus frnctus ventrii

ejus mundi pretium easet. Cum ergo in prima sit remedium, in secanda adjnto-

rium est, quia nihil nos Dens habere voluit quod per Marke manus non transiret.

In tertia autem meritum est, quia cum hire firmitereredimus, jam meritum et ha-

bemus, et in fide sanitas est, quia qni erediderit salvus erit." (fterm. IIf. in V'iyd.

Katie. Dam.) This opinion is maintained also by Father John Crasset, of the So

ciety of Jesus, in his book on Devotion to Mary.

" Glories of Mary. (Dunigan's Ed. p. 170.)

t Reply to an anonymous writer annexed to Glories of Mary. Muratori, in his

treatise Regolata Divozione, published under the name of Lamindies Pritanius,

opposes this pious opinion ; but the paradoxical character of his work is well

known.

81
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Church, whether we regard the succor she has ever given the

visible head, the episcopacy, and the clergy, or consider the

graces granted to the faithful ; thence Saint Antoninus, com

menting, in his Sum,0 these words of Ecclesiasticus :

" My poicer is in Jerusalem, affirms that the Church is not

only under the patronage, but also under the domination and

power of Mary, since, after Christ, she is the noblest of all,

throngh whom God exercises in a peculiar manner his provi

dence and mercy to man." History and monuments on every

side attest this constant patronage of Mary over the universal

Church. Never, in her fears or perils, has she invoked in vain

the holy name of Mary. Who but the holy Virgin has over

come all heresies throughout the world ? •{• Who has given

the Church victory over her enemies within and without ?

Who but she has continnally and visibly given aid and pro

tection to the Sovereign Pontiffs ?

Have not the faithful had recourse to her in all public

and universal calamities, knowing her to be the only means

of obtaining salvation and joy ? The impious emperor

Frederick wished to destroy the Church at a single blow, by

preventing the election of a Sovereign Pontiff after the death

of Celestine IV. ; the clergy made a solemn vow to Mary ;

and was not Innocent IV., after a long interregnum, pro

* In Jernsalem potestas mea, hoc est, in Ecclesia. Qnia Ecclesia jure est

sub pedilms Virginis, qnia non tantum sub rjus patrocinio, verum etiam sub ejus

est dominations et potestate. Ergo cum sit pars secundum Christum omnium no-

bilissima, per qnam Dens snam providentiam et in homines misericordiam particu

lar irationo exereet, prsecipue commemoranda videbitur.—My power is in Jernsalem,

that is, in the chureh. Because the chureh is benenth the feet of the Blessed Virgin,

not only by patronage but by dominion and power. As she is the noblest of all

after Christ, by whom God in a special manner exeresies his providence and merey

on man, she is peculiarly to be venerated.

t Gaudo, Maria Virgo ; ennctas hacrescs sola interemisti in universo mundo. (/»

Offie. B. M. V.)
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claimed in 1243 ? * Where did Paul II., in a horrible tem

pest, find a sure refuge, but in Mary's bosom ? f How, after

fifty years of schism, did Boniface IX. give peace to the

Church, but by increasing devotion to the Blessed Virgin ? }:

What hands but Mary's, again and again, preserved from

Moslem bondage the lands of Christendom, already overrun,

or about to be ? Who but remembers, among the vast num

ber of victories, the signal one of Lepanto, beheld in spirit

by the holy Pope St. Pius V., who had ordained public

prayers ? § What ! have not all yet on their lips the

glorious name of John Sobieski, who, attributing to Mary

the victory won at Vienna over the Moslems, hastened to

prostrate himself before her altar, and intone a hymn of

thanksgiving ? Did he not send the Sovereign Pontiff, who

had prayed for victory, the standard of Mahomet, reserving

for himself only an image of the Blessed Virgin, a statue

found in the village of Wishan, and afterwards placed in the

royal chapel of Zolkiew ? And did he not bear that image

with him in all his subsequent campaigns ? To whom but

to Mary did Pius VII. attribute his deliverance, and the

peace given to the Church, which had for five years been held

under the yoke of the most powerful and redoubtable em

peror ? ||

If, from this general protection accorded to the Church

* BARONIUS ad Ann. 1243. f MOLANUS in AMR/t. Martyr.

J BARONIUS, in \et. ad 2 Jul. § Life of S. Pius V. in Butler.

|| This immortal pontiff accordingly in 1816 instituted the feast and office of

the Blessed Virgin, under the title of Help of Christians ; the sixth lesson of that

office begins : " The Christian people have often experienced the most speedy aid

of the Mother of God, in dispersing the enemies of religion." It then relates how

by Mary's intercession Saint Pius V. won that famous victory over the Turks; and

how, after five years' exile, Pius VII. was restored to his See. Aud have we not

seen the same thing in our own day ?

 



LIFE OF THE BLESSED VIRGIN

 

by the Blessed Virgin, we descend to her protection over the

faithful individually, we shall find none who has not often

experienced its powerful eft'ects. Saint Ephrem proclaims

Mary the advocate of sinners, and of all who have no

refuge.0 Saint Thomas of Villanova calls her our only

hope.f Sullied as a sinner may be, says Saint Bernard, if

he but sigh to Mary, she does not loathe him, but extends

her helping hand to withdraw him from the abyss of misery.J

Who is more ready than Mary to help us ? No sooner does

she behold our misery than she comes to our aid ; § she

takes wings to fly to our defence, || and, like a good mother,

feels no repugnance for her child, although he is all disfigured

by leprosy. Mary does not repulse the sinner, loathsome as he

may be, since, but for this lamentable misery of the sinner,

she could not use mercy.^f By means of the ark,00 Moses

triumphed over the enemies of the Hebrew people ; now his

ark prefigured Mary, who obtains for us victory over the

world and the demons^f whose terror she is, says Saint

Bonaventure ; JJ indeed, how can it but be so, if, as Saint

Bernard says, §§ all at Mary's name falls prostrate, if hell

itself trembles at her voice ? Is it in vain, then, says Wil

liam of Paris, |||| that all the Church calls Mary the advocate

and refuge of the wretehed ?

Never can our faults suspend in Mary this salutary office

* De loud. Viry. t Serm. III. de Nativ. B. M. V.

J Tu peccatorem qnantamvis foetidum non horres, si ad te suspiraverit ; tu ilium

a desperatiom.- barnthro tna manu reviabis. (Oral, paneg. ad B. V.)

§ SAINT BONAVENTURE, in Spec.

|1 NOVARINUS. Alas sumit et Virgo in nostri auxilium advolatura.

^ RICIIARO of PAINT LAWRENCE, de laud. Virg. Lib. IV.

** Numbers, x. S!>. ft CORNELIUS A LAHIDE. JJ Spec. Virg. c iii.

§§ In nomine Marine omne genu fl^ctitur, et damones non solum pertimescont,

sed audita hac voce contremiscunt. (Serm. super Missus est.)

Illl De Ret. Div. cap. xviii.
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of mercy, because, after her divine Son, she is the advocate

and mediatrix of men, the only hope and sure consolation of

the afflicted. All the grace that is in her, all the glory with

which she is adorned, her very dignity of Mother of God, if

we may say it, all was granted to Mary for the advantage of

sinners : her eyes, adds Richard of Saint Victor, are a

mother's eyes. As every mother watehes over her child lest

he fall, or, if he fall, that he may instantly rise, so the

Blessed Virgin ever keeps her eye of pity open on the

sinner ; and as all may in the fields reach the branches of the

olive tree, and gather its fruit, so all, just and sinners alike,

may rise to Mary, to obtain of her fruits of mercy.* What

safer refuge is there than Mary's heart ? f There the beggar

* Ad olivam in campis omncs possunt aceedere et accipere fructum ejus; ad

Mariam et justi et peccatores possunt accedere, ut inde miserieordiam consequan-

tur. O quas sententias flagellorum propter peccata hiec sanctissima Virgo miser-

icorditer revocavit. (ST. ANTONINUS, Pt. III. tit. xxxi. c. iv.)

t Non est tutior locus ad latendum quam sinus Marite. Ibi pauper hahet domi-

oiliuun, ihi iufirmus invenit rcmedmm, tristis solatium, ibi turbatus consilium, ibi

destitntus aequirit jnvamentum.—THOMAS A KEMPIS. To the authority of the

Fathers and Doctors we may add thnt of the most illustrious poets Suffice it to

cite from them all the great Dante Alighieri. In the thirty-third canto of his

Paradise he says :

" O Virgin Mother, daughter of thy Son I

Created beings in nil lowliness

Surpassing, as in height above them all ;

Term by the eternal counsel preordained ;

F.nuobler of thy nature so advanced

In thee, that its great maker did not scorn

To make himaelf his own ereation ;

For in thy womb rekindling shone the love

Revealed, whose genial influence makes now

This flower to gcrmin in eternal peace.

Here thou to us of charity and love,

Art, as the noonday torch : and art. beneath.

To mortal men, of hope a living spring,

So mighty art thon. I.ndy, and so great,

That he. who grace desireth. and comes not

To thee for aldanee, fain would have desire
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fmds hospitality, the sick a remedy, the afflicted consolation,

and the forlorn succor and shelter. Who can tell the fearful

chastisements that she has so often warded off from the heads

of sinners, the perils from which she has withdrawn them,

the graces which she has obtained for them ? Question

history, it is full of prodigies wrought by Mary, both in the

order of grace and that of nature. Is there an inhospitable

land where her name is not blessed ? Is there a hut where

Mary's image is not crowned with flowers ? Is there a

hamlet that has not an altar consecrated to her glory ?

Who could affirm in truth that he never received grace or

favor from her ? Yonrself, pious reader, would doubtless

attest that Mary came to yonr assistance as often as you

invoked her with faith.

Hence arises the general and particular cultus rendered to

Mary by all the faithful, a worship sanctioned by the church,

and which increases every day, so that the human tongue

creates the sweetest and most sublime terms to invoke her ;

the heart seeks the most expressive means to pay her hom

age ; the faithful rear her the most magnificent temples, and

all display a noble rivalry to exalt ,on earth this sublime

creature, by according her a veneration, a worship superior to

that which they render to all other saints, in which she is

inferior to God alone.

Fly withont wIngs. Not oniy him who asks

Thy bonnty snccors ; bnt doth freely oft

Forernn the nskInp. Whatsoe'er may be

Of excellence In creature, pity mild,

Relenting aorey. largo munificence,

Are all combined In thec."

translatlon.

Following the plan of the author, wo cannot here forbear to cite Chaucer's

imitation of Dame.  
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Thon maidc and mother, donghter of thy Son,

Thon well of merey, sinful sonls cure,

In whom that God of honntec chees to won ;

Thon humble and high over every creature,

Thon nobledst so far forth onr nature,

That no dlsdaine the Maker had of kInde

Bis Son in blood and flesh to elothe and windo.

Within the eloystre, blisfni of thy sides,

Toke mannes shape the eternal love and pecs.

That of the trine compas Lord and gide Is,

Whom erthe and see and heven ont of reieea

Ay herien ; and thon, virgine wemmeles.

Bare of thy body (and dweltest maiden pure)

The oreatonr of every creature.

Assembled Is in thee Magnificence,

"With merey, goodness, and with swlehe piles,

That thon, that art the sonne of excellence,

Kot onty helpest hem that pralen thee.

Bnt oftentlme of thy benignitee

Ful freely, or that men thin helpe beseche,

Thon goest beforne, and art hlr lives beche.

CRACeEE, Second Nmnes TaU.

 

-
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CHAPTER XI.

OF THE DEVOTION OF THE CHURCH TO THE BLESSED VIRGIN, AND

THE DIFFERENT WAYS IN WHICH SHE IS HONORED.

LEGITIMATE consequence of Mary's power

ful intercession, is the care which the Church has

always shown in honoring her in a special manner.

If we are asked when this worship began, unable to

specify the precise time, we shall, with the learned

and pious Cardinal Bona,0 say that it dates back to the

* Semper in Ecclesia vignisse, etsi csetera desunt argumenta, ex hoc potissi-

mum conjicere licet, quod nullum ejus prmeipium ostendi potest : nam nee pon-

tificis alicujus decreto, ant concilii sanctione, aut eonsneundine aliqna, cujna sciatur

origo, introdueuns fnit; sed omni a-tute, omni tempore, semper fideles coeli Reginatn

smmrao bonore prosequi et venerari consuevernnt."—" That the worship of the

Blessed Virgin has always obtained in the Chureh may be conjectured, espe

cially from this, that its commencement cannot be shown. It wns introduced

by no decree of a pontiff, no sanction of a conncil, no custom of known origin ;

bnt in every a^e and in all time the faithful have been wont to honor and vene

rate in the highest degree the Queen of Heaven." (De div. Psalm c. xii. § 3.)
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primitive ages of Christianity, the faithful having never

ceased from that time to venerate and honor their immaculate

Queen. In fact, there has even been a holy emulation be

tween Mary interceding, and the Church rendering her a

pious homage, a homage which she has earned so far as to

decree her a particular worship called hyperdulia, superior to

that rendered to the Saints, and inferior only to that of

latria, or adoration paid to God alone.

As we speak to Catholics, and souls devout to our Blessed

Lady, we have no need of combating the calumnies and

objections of Protestants and uubelievers, who accuse us of

rendering to creatures the worship which is due only to God.

Yet we will incidentally remark, that there is a great differ

ence in the worship. The angelic Doctor, St. Thomas Aqui

nas,* teaches that God is adored for himself, by reason of his

own excellence, while the saints are venerated on account of

the excellence which God communicates to them ; so that it

• " Dicendum quod Too debetur reverentiu propter ejus excellentiam qute ali-

quibus creaturis com••tunicntur, non secundum iequalitatem sed secundum quam-

dam participationem. Et ideo ulia veneratione veneramur Denm quod pertinet

ad latriam, et alia veneratione quasdam excellent^ ereaturas quod pertinet ad

duliam. Et quia ca qute exterius agnntur signa sunt iuterioris reverentite,

quiedam exteriora ad reverentiam pertinentia exhibentur excellentibus ereaturis,

ante qute maximum est adoratio. Scd uliquid est quod soli Deo exhibetur, id est,

saerificinm."—" Reverence is due to God (br his excellence, which he commu

nicates to some ereatures, not by way of equality, but by participation. Far

different, then, is the veneration of latria which is offered to God, and the venera

tion of dulia paid to certain excellent ereatures. And as exterior acts are signs

of inward reverence, certain exterior marks of reverence are paid to excellent

ereatures, but adoration is far removed from this. One thing is offered to God

alone, and that is saerifice." (ST. THOMAS, 2, 2, qntest. 84, art. 1, § 1.)

" Devotio qute hahetur ad sanctos Dei non tenniumtur ad ipsos sed transit in

Denm in quantum scilicet in ministris Dei Denm veneramur."—" Tho devotion to

saints of God does not terminate in them, but passes to God, inasmuch as we

venerate God in the servants of God."

St. Thomas had said the same in quiest. 82, art. 2.
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is indeed God whom we honor in his noblest creatures.

Applying, then, this doctrine to the worship rendered to Mary

by the faithful, every one sees that it is referred to God,0 and

that we honor the mother on account of the excellence which

the Son has communicated to her, to use the very words of

Saint Thomas.

Well persnaded of this truth, the Church, our infallible

mother, neglects no means of honoring so sublime a creature.

Should we attempt to enumerate all the acts of veneration

which she has consecrated to her, strength and words would

fail us sooner than the matter, so ingenious has the Church

been in multiplying the honors rendered in all times and lands

to the Mother of God ; so that there is no class of the faithful

but may share in the worship of the Blessed Virgin Mary.

AVe shall therefore set down some of the priccipal acts of hom

age which the Church renders her, deferring to the next

chapter to speak of some particular acts of piety towards that

tender Mother.

In order to begin by the act of which the usage is the

most ancient, we shall say, that the ritnals furnish us several

forms of litany and supplication. Now in every invocation

the name of Mary comes immediately after that of God.

Trombellif shows that this took place not only in the

* SAIHT ILDEPHONSUS. De 111. Viry. cap. xii.

f Trombelli, in the Ricolta, Venice, vol. xxxii., gives some litanies drawn

from the fragment of an ancient manuscript. See, too, what he Bays in his Life

of the Blessed Virgin, part II. diss. iii. cap. 11. He gives, among other things,

these words, drawn from that fragment, " Ordo ad catecaminum faciendum :

Fuc!to signum in frontibus ejus, ita dicendo : In nomine Patris, et Filii, et Spiri-

tus Sancti. Amen. Catecumini procedant. Si qnis catecumimis est, recedat.

Omnes catecumini exeant Coras. Filii carissimi, revertimini in locis vestris, expee-

tantcs (h)oram qna possit circa vos Dei gratia baptismo operari." Then follow :

the Litany ; Kyrie, IIL ; Christe, exaudi nos, III. ; Sancta Maria, ora—Sancta Dei

genitrix, ora—Dei mater et virgo, ora—Sancte Michael, ora.
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administration of solemn baptism, but even in private bap

tism.

These litanies were also recited in all private wants, and

'especially when a sick person seemed in danger of death ; *

they were also recited in public calamities,")" as is still done.

It would be useless, then, to seek to confirm by examples

what can be doubted by none.

But how pass over in silence the Angelic Salutation, so

called from the first words which the angel addressed to

Mary ? The ancient documents of the Greek J and Latin §

Church attest the antiquity of this prayer : and although it

was not formulized absolutely in the same manner (some

unessential words varied, and later, these words were added :

Holy Mary, pray for us), it is nevertheless consecrated by the

suffrage of many centuries. Our object is not to explain the

privileges of a prayer so agreeable to our august Lady, as she

has proved it by many miracles. Nor do we seek to adduce

* Consult the following fragment from the rituals cited by Trombelli. On

Page 150-151 we find a litany that begins :

Kyrie III.—Christe, audi nos, III.— Sancta Maria, intercede pro eo (ea)—Sancta

Dei genitrix, intercede—Sancta Virgo Virginum, intercede—Sancta Mater Domini,

intercede—Dei mater et Virgo, intercede—Sancte chorus cherubim, intercede, ete.

—Kyrie, (3 times)—Christ, hear us, (3 times)—Holy Mary, intercede for him

(her)—Holy Mother of God, intercede—Holy Virgin of Virgins, intercede—Holy

Mother of Our Lord, intercede—Mother of God and Virgin, intercede—Holy

Choir of Cherubim, intercede.

t Martone (de Antiquii Ecd. risHna. Book IV.) speaks at length of these

litanies uscu in different epochs of the church. Now the Litany of the Saints and

that of Loretto, are generally recited. The French especially have a great many

litanies in honor of various Saints.

J In the Greek Church the Angelic Salutation is as follows: "Hail, Mary, full

of grace, the Lord is with thee, blessed art thou amongst women, and blessed is

the fruit of thy womb, because thou hast borne the Saviour of our souls." These

words are also in the Liturgy of Jerusalem, commouly called that of St. James.

§ See the Antiphonarinm of Saint Gregory the Great, and the offertory of the

Votive Mass of the Blessed Virgin, attributed to Aleuin.
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all the commentaries of the Saints and Doctors,0 nor tell

how the poets have often paraphrased it in verse, jealously

rendering Mary this poetic homage.f We shall only remark,

that Saint Pius V. ordered all the faithful to recite this

prayer as it is in the breviary, whether bound to recite the

divine office, or whether they said that of the Blessed Vir

gin.

This office, divided into hours and nocturns, like that

prescribed to ecclesiastics by the holy canons, is to be attrib

uted, says Baronius,J to Saint Peter Damian, who first

introduced it among his monks : but others believe § this

prayer much more ancient, and they say that Saint Peter

Damian only rendered its use more common by his example ;

and, in fact, soon not only clerics and monks recited it in

choir, but also laics, thus wishing to pay greater honor to the

Blessed Virgin.

If the universal Church recites the office of Mary only on

certain determined days, she nevertheless fails not to invoke

her particular aid as often as she recites the universal prayer

* All know the paraphrase of Ave Maria made in the eleventh century by

Saint Peter Damion :

Ave, David fl! In. sanota mnndo nata,

Virgo prndens, sobria, Ac,

| It is enough to cite Dante ; his translation of the Are Maria was printed

with others at Bologna in 1763, and in 1835 at Florence, by Fraticelli. We know

that some maintain that this translation in verse is not Dante's ; yet it is very an

cient, und serves to prove our assertion.

The Abate Pelegrino Salandri, in a sonnet among those of his Litany of

Loretio, has one, which is a beantiful paraphrase of the Hail Mary.

J Petrns Damianus, sicut auctor fnit ut iu monasterio TOO officium Dei Genitri-

cis dicendum assumeretur, ita ex eodem fonte mnnissc dignoscitur, ut illud ipsum

in toto Christiano orbe occidentalis Ecclesise non a monachis tantum et clericis,

sod etiam a laicis viris atque mnlieribus quotidianis pensis persulvatur, monente

Urbano II., papa, ut suo loco dicemus." (Ada'm. 1056, num. 5. 6.)

§ Consult CARDINAL BONA, De d>vina Psalmodia, cap. XII. § 2.
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which the ministers of the sanctuary, in the name of the

whole Church, make to praise, to thank God, daily for her

benefits, and to implore new ones.*

Without mentioning ancient monastic liturgies, in which

were prescribed prayers to Our Lady, who is ignorant that, by

order of the same Saint Pius V., there is now always recited,

in honor of the Virgin, one of the four more celebrated an

thems ? The Salve Reyina, as Bzovius tells us,f was com

posed by Hermann, the monk surnamed the Hammerer, or

according to others, by Saint Anselm of Canterbury.^ The

same Bzovius relates that Gregory IX., attacked by the

Emperor Frederic, by impious arms and writings, ordered this

prayer to be recited in certain parts of the divine office, in

order to divert this furious tempest. The Alma Redempto-

ris Mater is attributed to the same Hermann, who, according

to Durandus,§ wrote several proses preserved by the histo

rians of the Church. The Ave Reyina Codorum, which is

also believed to be from the pen of the Archbishop of Canter

bury, was chanted by the religious of the order of Saint

Francis.|| In fact, the rhythm of that hymn indicates that

it was composed at the time when Italian poesy began. In

fine the Reyina ceeli, notwithstanding what the Maurini say,

is attributed to Saint Gregory the Great,^[ when, to arrest

the plague which desolated Rome, he ordered a penitential

* M^RCimri, Treatise on the Divine office, Part. I. numb. I.

t Ad arm. 1239.

J ST. ANSELM, Oper. I. Some attribute it to Peter, Bisbop of Compostella, or

St. Anselm, Bishop of Lncca, or Hincmar, Archbishop of Rheima.

§ Divin. Offic. Lib. VI. c. Lxxxix.

|| In the Life of St Bernard, prefixed to the third volume of the Venice edition

of the works of the Holy Doctor, it is said that the blessed hermit heard it chanted

by angels, and that Saint Bernard only propagated it. This is, however, denied by

the more severe eritics.

^f ST. GRF.utORr THE GREAT, Ouer. Tom. IV. Lib. I.

\,,i

 



LIFE OF THE BLESSED VIRGIN.

 

 

procession, in which a miraculous image of the Blessed Virgin

was carried. On that occasion, the same Pope heard the

angels recite with that anthem the words :

•

Ora pro nobis Denm 1 allelnia 1

which were added by the holy pontift.0

It is also related, that an angel appeared over Adrian's

Mole, sheathing a sword of fire, and by this prodigy showing

the amazed spectators that the scourge had ceased at last.

We acknowledge, however, that these anthems differ from

those now recited, but not essentially, as each one may see by

consulting the best editions of the liturgical works. Who can

cite all the hymns and prayers which the Church addresses to

Mary in the divine office ? Yet we will mention here the

pious anthems the Sub tuum presidium, and the Sancta

Maria, succurre miscris, which the faithful are accustomed

to recite, and which the Church particularly recommends to

afflicted souls.

Not content with rendering to the Blessed Virgin the

homage of which we have just spoken, and repeating her

name several times in the Canon of the Mass,f the Church

has also instituted votive masscs in honor of Mary. By these

masses she wished to honor God, to whom alone sacrifice is

* CANISIUS de Maria Viry. lib. ult. sent. V. BARONIUS ad ana. 590. f

f Communicantes ct memoriam venerantes imprimis gloriosse semper Virginis

Marine, genitricis Dei et Domini nostri Jesu Christi, sed ct beatornm apostolornm.''

—" Libera nos, quse sumns, Domine . . . et intereedente beata et gloriosa semper

Virgine Dei genitrice Maria, cum beatis apostolis rnis Petro et Paulo, &c."—

" Communicating with, and honoring the memory in the first place of the ever

glorious Virgin Mary, Mother of Our Lord and God, Jesus Christ, as also of the

Blessed Apostles."—" Deliver us, 0 Lord, we beseech thee . . . and by the inter

cession of the Blessed and glorious ever Virgin Mary, Mother of God, with thy

Blessed Apostles."
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due,* by rendering him thanks for the benefits and privileges

granted to the Blessed Virgin, and to pray Mary to obtain

for us from the Lord, by her powerful intercession, the good

things, spiritual and temporal, which we need. This custom

is neither new, nor insulting to God, as the Protestants

wrongly pretend ; on the contrary, it dates back to the first

ages of the Church, and it is most agreeable to the Lord ;

and certainly his glory is not lessened, but is even increased

accidentally when we honor him in his saints. Now if this

can be said of all the blessed, how much more of the Blessed

Virgin, who is the Queen of Saints.

Who can enumerate the feasts decreed and established to

Mary's glory ? Besides those which we have mentioned in

this history,f does not the Church celebrate the feast of the

Maternity of the Blessed Virgin, of her Immaculate Purity,

of her powerful patronage, consecrating to her several Sundays

of the year, on which she joyfully invites the faithful to glorify

the Mother of God, as the purest and most powerful of crea

tures ?

What shall we say of the feast of Our Lady of the

Angels, commonly called the Perdono of Assisium, in mem

ory of the general pardon which Mary implored from her

divine Son as the Blessed Francis contemplated ? What

shall we say of the feast of the Rosary, by which a Guzman

prostrated the mad and haughty heresy of the men of Albi,

and at the same time offered the Church a most powerful

means of overcoming in all ages its most fearful enemies ?

Of the feast of Our Lady of Mercy, which recalls a Saint

Peter Nolasco, leader of those gallant men proceeding so

* Sec TROMREM.I, De ctiltu Sanctorum, diss. VI. enp. xxxiii.

f Xot to repeat what \ve have s«id, we refer our readers to the pages of the

book where we have spoken of the other feasts of the Blessed Virgin.
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courageously to ransom those who languished in the fetters

of the sorest bondage, so that poor and humble religious

were seen joyfully presenting their free hands to fetters, and

go so far as to give their life to ransom the captives ? What

shall we say of the feast of the Cincture, of that of the Sacred

Heart of Mary, and of so many others, universal or particular,

so numerous that we should have reason to fear that we

would weary the most pious reader, if we attempted to treat

of only the principal ones. Add to all this the churches

reared in her honor in all parts of the world ; shrines, some

of which have been illustrated by signal prodigies, as if the

Queen of Angels herself would show that she wished to dwell

in those sanctuaries, and there pour forth plenteously her

heavenly favors. Amid the thousand shrines consecrated to

her glory, we cannot forbear mentioning the noblest pile of

all, which is that Basilica of Rome, adorned with the most

signal privileges, enriched with the most renowned relics,

among which is preserved with so much love the cradle where

the infant Redeemer of mankind uttered his first wailing.

The wonderful prodigy of suow falling in August,* marked

out this church from the commencement of its construction,

and its history is blended with all the memorable graces

which the Lord has in all time bestowed on the happy capital

of the Catholic world. He might well count the stars of

heaven, and the sands on the sea shore, who could merely

enumerate the confraternities consecrated to the Blessed Vir

gin, which honor her by so many beautiful names, endeavor

to imitate her virtues, and extend her worship, by celebrating

her privileges and her glory. But we are already borne in

thought to that Confraternity of the Immaculate Heart of

* BENEIUCT XIV. De Festis, where he speaks of the feast of Sancta Maria ad

Ht«m.
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Mary, instituted at Paris in 1836 * in the church of Our

Lady of Victory, and since spread over France and the world.

There is not a nook on the earth where men honor not the

images of Mary ; who, conceived without sin, showers down

the most abundant graces on those who confidently fly to

her.

O Rome, thou wast thyself the wituess, and thou canst

proclaim thyself happy to remember the signal prodigy which

took place in the church of San Andrea dei' Frati ; a prod

igy which, filled the whole city with amazement, all good

Catholics with joy, and of which the fame has spread to the

remotest parts of Christendom.f

Not poetry alone wished to celebrate our august Lady's

praise, and to offer, in all tongues and all ages, its tribute on

Mary's altar ; but the three kindred arts, united in holy emu

lation, were rivals in their love and devoteduess to her. The

greatest architects reared her magnificent shrines, which are

the glory of the Byzantine, Gothic, or Roman art ; the most

illustrious painters and sculptors have all sought to leave us

some precious images of the Mother of God ; among these we

shall recall to mind those of the Blessed Angelo of Fiesole, of

Guido Reni, Carlo Maratta, and so many others, which, by

their very appearance, fill the mind and heart with so great a

devotion that it is a wonder to contemplate them. Hence we

cannot sufficiently praise the delicate thought of Count Alex

ander Pallavicino, and* the noble use which he made of his

* Pope Gregory XVI., in 1838, erected it into an archieonfrateruity, not only

for France, but for the whole world. It is not to be confounded with that of the

Saered Heart of Mary previously founded at Kome, in the collegiate church of

Saint Eustace, and which owes so mnch to Mousignore de Legne, prefect of cere

monies in the Apostolic palace.

f The miraculous conversion of Ratisbonne from Juduism, which took plucu

January 20, 1842. (See the Cotuxrsion of liatiabonne, Duniyan, 1856.)
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fortune : for he left all his property at his death 'to the Vati

can chapter, in order to crown with a golden diadem all the

statues of the Blessed Virgin renowned for antiqnity of their

cultus, for their many miracles, or the abundance of graces,0

not only in Rome, but wherever the renown of their power

extends. What, indeed, was more reasonable or proper, than

to gird the brows of the Queen of heaven with those crowns

which are the splendor and glory of kings ? Can pearls or

jewels meet a fairer use ? Can gold or marble be better

employed than in adorning her altars ?

If we pay so much respect to the likeness of an earthly

prince ; if we array with such magnificence the palace which

he occupies for a few years, what should we not do for the

Immaculate Virgin, for the Queen of heaven, whose worship,

we shall never cease to repeat, is exclusively and entirely for

the advantage of the glory of God, who is sole master of all

things ? f

Let the infidel and the incredulons cease, then, to blame

the homage which the faithful pay the Saints and the Queen

of heaven : " Such works," says the venerable Bellarmine,J

" are in themselves acts of virtue and religion, and the sign

of many others. Whoso practises them, shows forth his

faith, his charity, his piety, his gratitude to God ; and as men

ordinarily prefer gold to all, he who offers it to God proves

that he loves God above all things. Moreover, these very

ornaments more easily excite men to the acts of religion which

are practised in the churches, better command the respect

* Trombelli has published a history of the statues of Mary, that have been

crowned by the illustrious chapter of St. Peter's ; but these statnes are much more

numerous now than then.

f The silver is mine and the gold is mine, saith the Lord of hosts. (Aggeus

ii. 8.)

I De Cultu Sanctornm.
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due to holy things, aid piety, revive devotion, especially in |

simple souls, who are ever the most numerous."

Let us rejoice, then, at the pious zeal which the Church

has ever shown in honoring the august Mother of God with a

particular, and at the same time so universal a worship : and

let us on our side endeavor to correspond thereto, sure of

having made a great step towards eternal salvation, which is

the only object of our stay in this valley of tears.
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CHAPTER XI I .

 

WHAT CONSTITUTES TRUE DEVOTION TO THE BLESSED VIRGIN.

,. ik. ^ INGE the Church, as we have seen, has ever en

deavored to honor and revere the Blessed Virgin,

 

we should also, on our side, try all means to

obtain her love and protection. Following the

holy Fathers and Doctors,* we not only, according

to Father Suarez, show that devotion to Man- is a

certain pledge of predestination, but even some heretics f

(who would credit it ?) affirm, that to be wanting in love for

the Blessed Virgin, is a sign of reprobation.

* Saint Augnstine, Saint Ephrem, Saint Cyril of Jerusalem, Saint Germanus

of Constantinople, Saint John Damaacenns, Saint Anselm, Saint Bernard, Saiat

Bernurdinc, Saint Thomas, Saint Bonaventure, and many others, are of this

opinion.

t This is the opinion of Justus Lipsius, a famouB Doctor of Lonvain, of Oeco-

lampadias, and other Protestants.
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But to gain the heart of our good and powerful Lady,

will it suffice to show ourselves devout to Mary, to join some

pious confraternity ? Will it suffice to perform some acts of

piety ? Surely not ; and this is a grave error into which

many Christians involuntarily fall. " To be saved," says

Father Crasset, of the Society of Jesus, " it is not enough to

call one's self a servant of the Blessed Virgin, wear her

scapular, or be inscribed in all the registers of her confrater

nities. Unless you do penance, unless you relieve the poor,

unless you pardon your enemies, unless you frequent the sac

rament, in one word, unless you observe God's holy law, for

all your prayers, for all your zeal, in honor of Mary, your

devotion will be like that which our Divine Redeemer re

proved in the Scribes and Pharisees, calling them a race of

vipers, and whitened sepulehres, because they confined them

selves exclusively to certain exterior forms, and took no care

to purify their hearts from the impurities with which they

reeked."*

And would it not be a great error, to suppose that devo

tion to Mary is more efficacious for our salvation than obedi

ence to her divine Son ? What man of common sense can

call such true devotion ? Would it not rather be a delusion

caused by the evil one ? f Their outward homage is not

then enough ; and although it should not be neglected, for it

may happen, as it has at times, that the merciful Virgin,

touched with the homage, may obtain the conversion of a

soul that practises them with a certain fidelity, yet we say

generally that outward acts are not enough, and are often

fatal ; for they serve to lull souls in sin, and create delusions

as to salvation.

* Tract I. qu:est. XIV.

\ FATHER SEGNRRL II divoto do Maria, § 1.
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What, then, constitutes solid devotion ? Each may,

from what we have said, understand the meaning of the word

devotion. Amid a variety of definitions, we readily adopt

that of the Angel of the schools, for to prodigious learning he

brought an admirable sanctity, and he is justly numbered

among the most fervent and most enlightened servants of

Mary. " Devotion," says he, " is the will to give one's self

promptly to what pertains to God's service." * This pre

mised, as we. call devoted to his prince, his country, his God,

him who labors with zeal and promptuess, so true devotion

towards the Blessed Virgin will be a ready will to do what

ever may redound to Mary's glory and good pleasure. Now

what can be more agreeable to her, than to behold us in the

grace of her divine Son ? What can cause her more grief,

than to see us attached to sin ? Long fasts observed in her

honor, continual prayers, long pilgrimages, membership in

pious societies, all these works are not, properly speaking,

true devotion to the august Mother of God : at best, they are

effects, if they proceed from that active will of serving her,

or means, if they lead to it.

From this fundamental truth, it follows that our devotion

to Mary should be a means to unite us to Jesus, our merciful

Redeemer, true God and true man, object of all our worship,

centre of all our homage, principal and end of all our desires.

In fact, as the Apostle teaches, we have no task here below

but to render ourselves perfect imitators of Jesug Christ,f

because in him alone dwells the fuluess of graces, virtues,

and perfections ; for we have been blessed by him and in him

with benedictions of every kind. Our merciful Jesus is the

• Voluntas qmcdam prompte tradendi se ad ca qute pertinent ad Dei famulatum.

(SAINT THOMAS, II. 2. qun-st. Ixxxii. art. 1.1

i Be ye followers of me, as I also am of Christ. (1 Cor. xi. 1.)
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only master who should teach us, the only Lord on whom we

should depend, the only head to whom we should be united,

the only example whom we should imitate, the only physi

cian who can heal us ; and, to say all in brief, he is the way

that must lead us, the life that must quicken us, the truth

we must carefully seek in our least actions.* As long as we

are united to Jesus Christ, our perdition is impossible ; and if

we will abide with him, who shall separate us from his love ?

Neither the angels of heaven, nor the powers of earth, nor

the gates of hell, as the Apostle says,f nothing shall separate

us from the love of God, which is in Jesus Christ our Lord.

If devotion to the Blessed Virgin, then, furnishes us the

surest and most advantageous means for attaining this impor

tant object, it will be indeed a sign of predestination. But

if, to suppose an impossible case, it removed us for a single

instant from God, we should fly from it as an error fatal to

our souls, as an illusion of the devil, our constant and im

placable enemy, as a thing odious to the Blessed Virgin her

self.

But knowing the end which we are to attain, all must see

that Mary is the best way to arrive surely at God ; and, at

the same time, nothing can be more agreeable to God than

our devotion towards her.

What indeed is our object in devotion to Mary, if not to

render homage to that noble creature whom the Eternal

Word deigned to choose as his real Mother ? This honor

rendered to the Mother redounds entirely on the Son.

* I am the way, the truth, and the life. (John xiv. 6.)

t Who then shall separate us from the lovo of Christ ? For I am sure that

neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor principalities, nor powers, nor things pre

sent, nor things to come, nor might, nor height, nor depth, nor any other oreature

shall be able to separate ns from tho love of God, which is in Christ Jesus, our

Lord. (Rom. viii. 35, 88—D.J
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If the faithful honor with so much piety that poor cabin

in which he opened his eyes for the first time to the light of

day, that cradle where his infant limbs reposed ; if they have

enclosed in the walls of a magnificent pile, the house wherein

the Virgin conceived the Incarnate Word, and in which

Jesus for thirty years led a hidden life ; if thousands of

Christians come piously in pilgrimage to visit the spots sanc

tified by the foot-prints, and blood of the divine Master ; if

we venerate with so much respect the nails that pierced his

hands and feet, the crown of thorns that girt his sacred head,

the cross on which he breathed his last sigh, the very cloths

in which he was wrapped, the tomb in which he was for three

days enclosed ; in one word, if it pleases Jesus Christ, that

all the objects sanctified by his divine touch should receive

J £ our respectful homage, how can he but behold with joy the

honors which we pay to his Holy Mother, to render her favor

able to us in his presence ?

What part of the worship of the Blessed Virgin does not

relate to God ? If we contemplate Mary's humility, purity,

charity, and other virtues, is it not at the same time a hom

age rendered to that God who has raised to such a height a

creature so faithful to his glory and his love ? If we address

him our sighs and prayers, is it not at the same time to honor

an infinitely good God, who has given us in her a tender

mother, a merciful advocate, ever ready to aid us, and whom

we sec for this very motive, so glorified and so powerful in

heaven ?

Whoever honors the Blessed Virgin with this noble inten

tion of taking her as his model and gnide, to be purified from

his sins, to become like to Jesus Christ, and to render, in the

person of the Queen of hoav">n, glory to God, who has so

glorified her, will infallibly arrive at the port of glory. Mary

will aid us to overcome onr bad habits, if we have any, and
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to obtain the graces we need to attain heaven. O what joy

for the Blessed Virgin, when she is thus invoked, honored,

and served by us ! Guilty as a sinner may be, whatever be

the disorders of his life, and his separation from God, let him

not lose courage ; let him put his confidence in the Blessed

Virgin ; let him go with a pure intention to that good

Mother, and soon, instead of being haughty, froward, blind,

unchaste, he will become humble, mild, enlightened, chaste ;

of a/ sinner, he will become a saint. " God has given us

this Mother," cries the pious Lanspergius,* " as a model of

purity, and a sure refuge in our tribulations. Let none fear,

or tremble to approach her ; for this very reason was she

endowed with so merciful, so mild, so charitable a heart, ever

open to all and closed to none." If the sinner but bring the

desire of amendment, he will certainly be aided by this

tender Mother. But if, on account of his sins, he deserves

not to be heard himself,f she who intercedes for him deserves

to be. She herself revealed to Saint Bridget, J that she is

ever ready to receive the repentant sinner : " Mary does

not consider how much he has sinned, but with what inten

tion he comes to her. She does not disdain to anoint and

heal the sinner's wound, tor she is called, and is the Mother

of Mercy."

* Matrem tueam venerntione pnecipua venerare. Ego enira mundo cam dedi

in puritatis exemplmm, in pnesidium tutissimum, ut sit tribuDutis asylum. Quam

nemo formidet, nemo ad eam aceedere trepidet. Propterea namque adeo feci eam

mitem adeo misericordem ut nemiucm aspernet, tmlli se neget ; oumibus pieta-

tia sinum apertum teneat, neminem n se redire tristem siuat. {Lib. IV. Mm. ftp.)

t Si merita invocuntu non merentur ut exaudiantur, meritu tamen matris inter-

cedunt ut exaudiatur. (ST. ANSELM cited by ST. LIOUORI, Glories of Mary.l

\ Qnantumeumque homo peccat, statim parata sum recipere revertentem. Nee

nttendo quantum pecoaverit, sed cum quali intentione redit. Nam non dedignor

ejus plagus ungere et sanure, quiu vocor et verc sum iiatcr miaericordin. (/fcr.

c. xxiii.)
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Having shown the essence and fundamental principle of

this devotion, we shall examine what are the principal char

acteristics which it should have to correspond fully to its end.

Our devotion to Mary should first be interior, that is to say,

come from the heart and soul ; which consists in having

a great esteem for the Blessed Virgin, a high idea of her

virtues, a sublime sentiment of her greatuess, and in feeling

ourselves drawn to her by a tender love. Now it will be easy

to have these thoughts and feelings, if we remember all we

have set down concerning the virtues, the sorrows, and glories

of Mary. In the second place, our devotion should be

tender. We should have the same eonfidence in the Blessed

Virgin that children have in their mother ; as little children

in their most trivial wants run in all haste to their mother's

bosom, so should we in all our wants, spiritual or temporal,

run promptly to Mary with a true and entire confidence. As

a little child in all times, all places, and in all things has

recourse to his mother, without hesitation, without uncer

tainty, but in all the simplicity of its heart, so in every temp

tation, in every fault, in every tribulation, we should recur to

Mary. We should come to her to be fortified in our weak

ness, raised up in our falls, restored in our fainting, consoled

in our affliction. We should fly to her in all our pains, fear

less of becoming importunate to so good a mother, and with

out any fear of displeasing Jesus, because, as Saint Bernar

dino * says, and as we have already shown, God wishes all

gifts to pass through Mary's hands. In the third place,

devotion to Mary should be holy. The service of Mary

* Iileo omuia dona, virtates et gratis quibus vult, quando vult, et quomodo

vult per ipsius manus dispensatur. " All his gifts, virtues, and graces, God dis-

ponscth to whom he will, when ho will, and as he will, through Mary's hauds,"

(ST. BERNAMIUNE, Serm. Ixi. Tract. 1. art. 8.)
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should lead us to avoid sin with care, and imitate, as far as

possible, her sublime virtues. We have shown that he

cannot be called truly devout to the Blessed Virgin, who does

not love her divine Son ; and that he cannot be called a ser

vant of Mary, when he does not devote himself to imitate

her unequalled humility, her lively faith, her prompt obedi

ence, her continual prayer, her divine purity, her ardent

charity, her mortification in the least things, and her wonder

ful prudence. Alas, these virtues are not brilliant enough of

themselves to excite us, in spite of us, to admire them and

love them wherever we find them 1 We should offer our

selves to the service of the Blessed Virgin, resolved to take

her as a model in all our actions. We should have her ever

present before our eyes, think we hear her words, and behave

in our tribulations and joy, as Mary herself would have done.

Our devotion should be constant; that is to say, last all

our life. It should daily inspire us with new courage to

resist the devil, the world, and the flesh. He who is truly

devout to Mary, fears neither the temptations of hell nor the

force of uubridled passions ; faithful to Mary, he lives in the

faith of Jesus and Mary, and puts in practice all that his

holy religion teaches him. The Blessed Virgin obtains spe

cial graces for him who serves her with constancy. But if,

by chance, he should happen to fall into sin, he will immedi

ately rise, because Mary, knowing that the wretched one fell

from human weakness, and not from a bad will, will eagerly

obtain his pardon from her divine Son.

Finally, this devotion should be disinterested.* A soul

* Although from the ontset of our work, we warned our readers that we should

say little of ourselves, that all should be taken from the Holy Fathers and Doctors,

we cannot but avow that this chapter is drawn almost entirely from the Treatise

on true devotion to the Blessed Virgin, by the venerablo Father Louis Mury Grignon

de Montfort, Missionary Apostolic.
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truly devout to Mary, should seek only God in his holy

Mother. It should serve so august a Queen, not for a

worldly, perishable interest, but for the spiritnal delight

which the service of so good a mother brings. We must

render homage to Mary, solely, because she deserves to be

honored, and because, by serving her, we serve at the same

time our Lord Jesus Christ. God forbid that we should con

demn those clients of the Blessed Virgin, who are excited to

honor her by the joy which they experience in paying their

homage to so amiable a queen ; but he will ever be dearer to

Mary, and much more perfect, who has no desire but to

please her, amid sadness as amid joy and consolation, and

who reveres and follows her whether he finds her at the

wedding feast of Cana in Galilee, or a prey to grief, and in

tears on Calvary.

We are forced to avow, with great grief, that the number

of these perfect clients of Mary is not as great as we should

desire ! How many shall we find constant ? Alas ! most

undertake a thousand works of piety, which they almost im

mediately abandon ; they change every moment, as the orb

changes in the heavens, which we see represented motionless

beneath Mary's feet. Many become clients of Mary to avoid

a serious danger, to obtain an important post, to gain a snit,

and, after obtaining the favor sought, soon show their un

faithfulness, repay her with ingratitude, and unworthily for

get her.

We shall not speak of two classes, the opposites of each oth

er : the former are those who believe nothing of Mary but what

they read in the sacred writings. Not content with this, they

blame the honors paid her, if these honors are not sanctioned

by venerable antiqnity or the infallible decrees of the Church.

The others are the scrupulous, that is to say, those who fear

they will be wanting in love and respect for God, by too
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great a devotion to Mary. We have, we think, explained

sufficiently how our Redeemer should be the first object of our

devotion to the Blessed Virgin ; the saints have always been

full of piety to Mary, and have always considered her as the

means, as the way to go to God, as our mediatrix, and not as

our judge ; as her, who, full of compassion, will aid us before

the Eternal Judge.

We shall say nothing of that devotLn which we have

from the first reproved, and which is all exterior ; such a

devotion could only make hypocrites or presumptuous sinners.

Such can never please Mary, and should not be numbered

among her real clients ; that is to say, those who, remaining

faithful to the Blessed Virgin, have every reason to hope that

they will one day be in tlyj happy number of the predestined ;

for, as Richard of Saint Lawrence says,0 "he who honors

Mary, treasures up life everlasting, inasmuch as he who shall

have honored her on earth will, as a reward, honor her in

heaven." This is conformable to .That the Church says, when

she applies to Mary these words of EcclesiasticuS,f sj leaking

of Wisdom : " They that explain me shall have life ever

lasting."

* Honorare Mariam est thesaurizare vitam setemam Honorificantes se in hoc

honuriticabit in futuro. (De Laud. Viry. Lib. II.)

f Ecclus. ixiv. 31.
 



 

CHAPTER XIII.

A PARTICULAR DEVOTION BY WHICH ALL MAY HONOR THE

BLESSED VIRGIN.

 

AST all doubt, it is beautiful to join confraternities

which purpose to honor the Blessed Virgin, to read

her life frequently, to repeat her august name,

to visit, as pilgrims, the celebrated chapels and

churches consecrated to her ; it is beautiful to

recite the holy rosary, or the office composed in

honor of the sweet name of Mary ; to wear her scapular on

our shoulders ; to fast on Saturdays, and the eves of her fes

tivals ; it is beautiful to raise altars and churches in her

honor ; in a word, to do, in order to render her homage, all

outward acts we can possibly imagine. But we have already

said it, and we repeat it. that esTch may engrave it deeply in

his mind—all this would be useless, if we take no heed to

imitate her virtues by praying her to obtain for us this signal

grace. Such has been the course not only of those whom we
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honor as saints, but of all who have wished to he her faithful

servants ; and thus, too, we should act ourselves to make

devotion to Mary a sure pledge of eternal beatitude.

Now, to obtain this grace, to what practice shall we give

the preference ? What shall be the most excellent of all ?

As a beautiful and well cultivated garden derives all its value

from the very variety of plants, flowers, and herbs which ever

remain verdant, or bloom luxuriantly, in the various seasons,

so that the passer-by stops in wonder to admire it ; so the

worship of Mary is rendered more wonderful and beautiful by

this variety of practices, and there is not one, approved by

the Church, but has its intrinsic merit, and is highly laudable.

Far, then, from counselling one more than another, we

rejoice to see our holy Mother honored in so many different

ways ; let each follow that of which he has acquired the

laudable habit, without undertaking too many practices,

for fear of being unable to give all due attention. Under

whatever name or title she is invoked, the Blessed Virgin is

always the same ; our homage is ever addressed to the Mother

of God. Earthly kings glory in having numerous regiments,

which, differing in uniform, age, stature, and name, all com

bined form a beautiful and powerful army : so our beloved

Queen rejoices to see those countless files of Christians who,

serving under her holy banner, all acknowledge her as their

august Queen.

Let our beloved brethren then continue to honor Mary by

the pious practices they have hitherto used ; but to fulfil

them better, we propose a means most useful to souls, and

most agreeable to the Blessed Virgin. This means consists

in proposing to ourselves the imitation of the Sacred Heart

of Mary, in meditating on all its sentiments, all its aspira

tions, all its acts ; to conform ours to them, so as to make

her the mirror of our whole life. O how happy should we be,

- ^.

Y
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A

had we the slightest, most remote resemblance to so perfect

a heart.

Who knows it not ? That heart was never sullied by the

least venial sin ; purer than crystal, brighter than the lily, it

was united to God by purity of intention, and the inflamed

desire of the greatest sanctity ; that heart was humble, recol

lected, exempt from all earthly affection, disengaged from

self, kindred, earthly good, honors, riches ; it found its de

light in God alone, and never lost peace, although, as we

have said, Mary's life was but a life of pain and sorrow, par

ticularly from the day when the angel saluted her Mother of

God.

Mary's heart was ever full of mildness, although she saw

so many tongues rise against her most holy Son till they sent

him to the scaffold ; ever full of faith and hope, even amid

a sorrow to which no other can be compared ; it was ever

inflamed with love for God, zealous for his glory, so tendcr

towards sinners, that it never neglected its neighbor's salva

tion, and in heaven itself, where it is honored with so much

glory, still exercises in our behalf its increased strength and

power.

Who, then, would not approach Mary's heart ? Who

would not make it his joy and love to dwell in it ? Should

we not refer to that heart all onr thoughts and all our feel

ings ? 0

B33P

* " Accedamus ergo ad te, et exnltabimna et lsetabimur in te, memores cordis

toi. 0 qnam bonum et qnam jucundum habitare in corde hoc ! Qnin potius dubo

omnia, omnes cogitationes et affectus mentis commulabo, jactuns omne cogitatum

menm in cur Domini Jesn, et sine fallacia illud me enntriet . . . Qnis illnd cor,

tam vuineratum non diligat ? Qnis tarn amaus uon redamet ? Qnis tam certum

non umplectatur ? Nos igitur, adhuc in corpore manentes, qnantum possumus,

amemns, redameiuns, complectamur vulneratum nostrnm . . . Stemusque ut cor

nostrnm, durnm adlme et impoenitens, amoris sni vinculo coustringere, et jaculo

vulnerare dignetur."— "Let us then approach tb.ee, and exult and rejoice in thee,
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How could he who should meditate a little the thousand

privileges of that immaculate heart, I will not say love sin,

but be cold in God's service, not watch over his senses, and

especially his eyes, those fatal windows by which death enters,

and not protect that virtue which renders like the angels

those who preserve it ? Who would lose himself in the pur

suit of perishable goods, which not only Saint Augustine, but

the pagan philosophers proclaim viler than clay ? Who will

venture to fly mortification, obedience, resignation, humility,

solitude, outrages, pains, sufferings, when Mary's heart gives

us the most striking example of all virtues ? What son

could live in the joys of the world, and behold the grief of a

mother who is all love for him, a mother who can and will

aid him ? We should require numberless volumes did we

wish to continue to show how this imitation can be put in

practice : but as there exist on this subject many books,

written with as much learning as piety, we refer our readers

to them, assuring them that they will derive great fruit

from them. To render these practices more easy; it will

suffice at first to propose the imitation of a single one of the

virtues of Mary, commencing by the principal ones, as for

example resignation, purity, patience, and passing progres

sively from one to another without ever stopping, like the

mindfiil of thy heart. 0 how good and how pleasing it is to dwell in this heart !

I will give all, I will change all the thoughts and affections of my mind, casting

all my solicitude into the heart of the Lord Jesus, and withont fail he will

nourish me. Who will not love that wounded heart ? Who will not return love

by love ? Who will not embrace one so certain ? Let us then, remaining here in

the body, love, love again, embrace our wounded one as much as we can . . . Let us

stand that he may vonchsafe to bind on the fetters, and wound with the dart of his

love our hard and impenitent heart." If Saiat Bernard (Serm. III. de Passiane

Uomini\, speaks thus of the most loving heart of Jesus, may we not say as much

of Mary, in consequence of the great resemblance of the two hearts ?

83
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ardent runner who aims at the goal, and undiverted presses

towards it his rapid steps.

Strictly the devout clients of Mary, at least the most fer

vent, should not only propose to imitate the heart of Mary,

but also to consecrate themselves perpetnally by a solemn

obligation to this imitation, and thus united to Jesus in the

heart of Mary, become like him as His holy Mother was.0

To make our consecration entire and perfect, we must gene

rously offer Mary all our senses, all the powers of our soul, all

our spiritnal goods, that is, our weak merits ; in a word, we

must give her, by an irrevocable net, all we have or can have

on earth. From this perpetnal consecration to the heart of

onr Queen we shall reap ths fairest frnits. In the first place,

the Blessed Virgin, seeing us thus weaned from ourselves, will

offer to God in the most perfect manner, all our works, and we

for this end will endeavor to do them with care, diligence, and

exactuess. In the second place, we shall not let our devotion

* Consecration to Mary is not a new devotion in the Chureh ; we read in the

life of Saint Odilo, abbot of Cluny, who lived in the eleventh century, that he was

one of the first to practise it publicly in France. Saint Peter Damian relates that

in 1036, Blessed Marin, his brother, made himself, in the presence of his spiritnal

director, a slave of Mary, putting a cord around his neck, taking the discipline,

and putting on her altar some pieces of money. Continning thus all his life, he

was consoled by Mary in the honr of his death, and assured of eternal salvauon.

Bollandus mentions a knight, who, in 1 500, devoted himself in the same way to

the Blessed Virgin, a custom practised in privnte till the seventeenth century, when

it became public. As all know, Father Simon Roras, a Trinitarian for the re

demption of captives, preacher to the court of I'hilip III , put it in vogun m

Spain and Germany, and we need only recollect that Cornelius a Lapide, after ex

amining the devotion with other theologians. gave it unqnalified praise.

The only object of this consecration of onr heart to Mary is the imitation of

Mary's heart, and the servitude of which we speak is that proposed by the vene

rable Grignon de Montfort, and has no resemblance to the devotion commonly

culled Slaves of the Mother of Cod, a devotion of which the pictures and meduls are

prohibited by the Sacred Congregatioll of the Index, to whose decrees we fully mnd

ever submit.
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grow cold, because, having made of all we possess a perpetual

and irrevocable donation to the heart of Mary, and knowing

certainly that she will come to our aid if we are faithful to

her, we cannot, without a great offence to her and injury to

ourselves, revoke so solemn a donation. Finally, this conse

cration of ourselves to Mary embraces at the same time our

consecration to Jesus, since we take the Blessed Virgin as a

perfect means that Jesus Christ has himself chosen to unite

us to him, our Redeemer and God, and consequently our

last end.*

The motive which should excite us to make this consecra

tion cheerfully, is that there is no function on earth, no honor

greater than that of serving God. His servants are far nobler

and more honored than the servants of the mightiest mon-

archs of earth ; for, after all, the latter are only the servants

of a man, while the former, by Mary's aid, endeavor to serve

with fidelity Him who is King of kings and Lord of lords ; a

free, generous, and noble servitude, which Scripture calls a

royalty.f Moreover, we act like Jesus, who, able like the first

Adam to come into the world an adult, chose to remain shut

* The venerable de Montfort says that this self-ronunciation may be considered

as a kind of renewal of the promises of baptism, in which Christians, as the Angelic

Doctor teaches, vow to renounce the devil and his pomps, a vow, according to St.

Augustine, " Our greatest, whereby we vow that we will remain in Christ." The

Roman Catechism too teaches as follows : " It remains therefore that the pastor

exhort the faithful . . . that we may know the strict obligation we, above all

others, are under, of devoting and conseerating ourselves for ever, like faithful

servants, to our Redeemer and our Lord." (Art. 2. of the Creed, p. 37. Edit.

Bait.}

t "Libertate nobilior est servitus Christi."—" The bondage of Christ is nobler

than liberty." (OniOEN, in c. i. Epist. ad. Rom ) "O libera servitus. 0 servitium

supra omues dominationes eximium ! quihus tulis ltetitia tribuitur, qunlis in regno-

rnm gloria non habetur."—" O free servitude ! O bondage glorious above all do

minion ! What glory is not reserved in heaven, when such joy is given here."

(CASSIODORUS in Ps. xlis. /

m
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up nine whole months in Mary's virginal womb, and for thirty

years remain with her, submissive and obedient as the most lov

ing and respectful of children. What, too, shall we say of the

humility which we will have to practise continnally, consider

ing ourselves stripped of all and unworthy of every grace, and

acknowledging that all good comes to us from Jesus through

the hands of Mary ? *

And then, as Mary Immaculate, our Mother, is all love,

sweetuess and mercy towards us, as she will not be surpassed

in generosity and liberality, what tongue, what power of elo

quence can ever express the abundance of graces which she

will shower on us, whom she sees devoted to her service ?

When a soul is all Mary's, may we not say that Mary too

belongs to that soul ? The pious Abbot Rupert, alluding to

Jacob's triumph over the angel, says : f " 0 Queen, 0 Virgin

Immaculate, Mother of God and man, not with my merits,

but with thine do I desire to wrestle with the Man God." J

Our good actions are always poor and wretehed, ever

tainted by self-love and a thousand other faults of our

weak nature ; these passing, however, through Mary's hands,

are purified, embellished and adorned, thus made pleasing

to God. Is it otherwise on earth ? When a man wishes

to offer an humble gift to a powerful king, if he obtains the

favor of having it presented by the queen, has not that gift,

poor as it may be, a higher value in the monarch's eyes ?

This favor, hard to obtain from earthly queens, is obtained

with the greatest facility from the Queen of heaven : for full

of love for us, she not only presents to her divine Son our

* See Book IV. c. x.

t He remained alone, and behold a man wrestled with him till morning. (Gen.

xxxii. 24.)

J 0 Domina Dei Genitrix Maria et incorrnpta Mnter et hominis, non meis sed

tnis armatus meritis, cum isto viro sen Verbo Dei, luctari capio. (Proley. in Cant.)
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works, our desires, our thoughts, but induces him to accept

them by saying all she can in our behalf : hence Saint Ber

nard says justly that every thing, trifling as it may be, should

be offered to God by the hands of the Blessed Virgin.* Fear

not that she will want good will, or that she will be repulsed,

since she only wishes our good, and never met with a refusal

from God, such as even the most loved queens on earth at

times receive from their husbands.f

If we act thus : if during the whole course of our life, we

faithfully do our work with the greatest perfection, consider

ing ourselves as Mary's own property, as the exact imitators

of her heart, we will have found an easy way to Jesus, since,

aided by the Blessed Virgin, we shall find no obstacle to

arrest us : a shortened way, for the straight way is the short

est ; a sure way, for Mary removes all difficulties ; and finally,

a way that gives us the greatest interior liberty, that liberty

of the children of God, and at the same time gladdens our

heart by a firm confidence in God, through his most blessed

Mother.

By serving our august Queen with love, humility, and

fidelity, we are sure of victory ; and happier even than Jacob,

invited by Rebecca to follow her advice,^ we shall reap the

fruit of so good a mother's care ; for she will present to God

our works, poor as they may be, to obtain for us that bless

ing and those fruits which Rebecca obtained for her beloved

son.

Let us then confide in Mary, in that new Eve, who, better

» " Modinm quod offerre desideras, manibus Marite offerendum tradere enro,

M non vis sustinere repulsam."—" Be careful to offer through Mary's hands what

you desire to offer, if you would not be rejected." (ST. BERNAKD.)

f Profane history is full of examples of royal princesses who failed to obtain

from their husbands or sons the favors which they ardently aud anxiously sought.

J " Now therefore, my son, follow my counsel." (Gen. xxvii. 8.}

1
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than the first, desires to save our souls, since, as the angel of

Hippo reminds us,0 Eve brought tears, Mary joy ; Eve bore

the sinner, Mary the innocent one ; the mother of our race

brought punishment into the world, the mother of our Lord

brought salvation into the world ; Eve was the authoress of

sin, Mary of merit ; Eve injured us by giving death, Mary

benefits us by giving life ; Eve wounded, Mary has healed

us." Happy, then, those who wateh at the gates of the Bless

ed Virgin,f that is to say, according to the reflection of

Father Segneri,J happy those who endeavor to obtain the

three degrees of devotion to Mary. The first degree is to

abandon sin for the love of the Blessed Virgin ; for we have

already said, that whoso is not in peace with the Son, cannot

love the mother ; the second, is to add some particular hom

age to this love ; and the third is to imitate Mary as much as

possible, because he who watehes at the gates of a loved one

spies all that she does, observes her actions, and seeks to fol

low her steps. Ten thousand times happy, if, imitating the

heart of our august Queen, we aspire to become her faithful

servants.

* Evu lacrymas, Maria gaudium in ventre portavit, qniia ilia poccatorem, ista

edidit innocentem : mater generis nostri poL'num intulit mimdo, Genitrix Domini

nostri salntem intulit mnndo. Auctrix peccati Eva, auctrix meriti Maria. Eva

occidendo obfnit, Maria vivificando profnit : ilia pereus.-it, ista nanavit." (ST. Ac-

GUSTINE, Sfrm. Xff. de Annnntiatione Dominica.}

t " Blessed is the man that heareth me, and that wateheth daily at my gates,

and awaiteth at the posts of my doors ; be that shall find me shall find life."

(Prov. viii. 34.)

J Manna of the sout. (5 Aug.)

i
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CHAPTEE XIV.

 

CONCLUSION OF THE WORK.

F on commencing this work I was seized with fear

at the thought of the grandeur, the immense extent

of the subject, and the merit of those who had pre

ceded me in that noble enterprise, I cannot now dissemble

the pain I experienced in leaving a work which afforded me

all my consolation and joy, because it kept me speaking con

stantly of my dear Mother, the Immaculate Virgin. Among

the countless books which narrate the glorious life of the

Queen of heaven, my work will doubtless occupy the lowest

place ; but if the power of genius has not corresponded to my

desire, this book is none the less a homage paid to her, of
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whom I glory in being the most affectionate and tender,

though lowest and most obscure of servants.

I began to pronounce Mary's sweet and sacred name,

when my tongue could scarcely lisp ; that sweet name was

my hope, my consolation in all the trials of life, and I will,

pronouncing it, courageously depart this mortal life, fearless

of the efforts and suares of my infernal enemy. No love of

fame induced me to take up the pen, but the ardent desire

of giving glory to Mary : I too have wished to lay a flower

on the altar of the Blessed Virgin. One desire has impelled

in this difficult undertaking : it was the desire of seeing my

august Mother more known, more loved, more honored. If I

have often said the same thing, though under a different form,

it is because those who love are accustomed to speak con

stantly of persons dear to them, and praise endlessly, on every

occasion, their virtues and their privileges. I have the confi

dence that pious readers will weleome with pleasure this work,

continued by me amid the most pressing occupations, and to

which I have cheerfully devoted all the time I could steal, not

from other duties, but from lawful rest. More than once, in

spite of the pleasure arid interior consolation which I experi

enced while composing it, I should have been forced to aban

don it, had I not been sustained, encouraged by those who

had advised me to it, and had not the Blessed Virgin herself,

to whom I commended me, lent me her heavenly assistance.

After this sincere avowal, I cherish the hope that my book

will be favorably received, in consideration of the motive

which has induced me to publish it.

But if, by chance, I have fallen into any involuntary error,

I shall at once admit it as soon as it is pointed out : for it is

the lot of onr weak nature to be deceived, and the human

mind can produce no perfect and irreproachable work ; and

although, in this book, nothing is mine except the mode of
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saying, since, as I had promised, all is drawn from those who

preceded me, nevertheless, I have drawn from the best

sources ; weighing critically, and separating dogma from what

might be matter of discussion, I have followed in particular

opinions those which seemed to me to be the best founded, or

maintained by the greatest number of Fathers and Doctors, or

at least by the most illustrious among them. Thus, as we

have seen, Saint Anselm, Saint Augustine, Saint Ambrose,

Saint Jerome, Saint Ildephonsus, Saint Ephrem, Saint Tho

mas Aquinas, Saint Antoninus, have been my faithful guides,

and I have especially followed the gentle abbot of Clairvaux

and the Seraphic Doctor. I confess that I might have

spoken at greater length of Mary, for she is like a shoreless

sea, like an inexhaustible mine ; yet I think I have passed

over nothing essential. If any one blame me for having

spoken of one thing more than of another, I yield to condem

nation, and have no wish to enter into discussion, because

this is contrary to Christian charity and true devotion. I

should keep silence, happy to offer Mary the reproaches that

may be made for not writing her praises more worthily, as I

should have desired. Although, sooth to say, I fear little

reproach on this point, as my book is published with the

approbation of the most renowned censors * in sacred science

and literature : it has been printed at Rome, wnere I have

been able to consult so many illustrious men on the least

doubt ; and finally, it now appears under the auspices of Pius

IX., who, encouraging and affectionately blessing me in the

work, assured me of heavenly favor ; and if I may here speak

of the devotion of that illustrious and venerated pontiff

towards the Blessed Virgin, I should mention the filial love

• Canon P. Charles Vercellone, Professor of Divinity, mud illustrious ornament

of die lianiubite order.
-
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with which he labors to advance the glory of Mary, extend

the worship of our beloved Mother, without speaking of the

precious gifts sent to the church of Loretto, and his fervent

prayers offered at the foot of the altars of the Blessed Virgin,

especially during the year 1849, to implore peace in the hor

rible calamities which we have wituessed. But how can I

neglect to mention that affectionate encyclical letter addressed

to all the Bishops of the Catholic world, in which he endea

vors to increase devotion to the Blessed Virgin, a devotion

which, thanks be to God, is so popular ? If the time has at

last come to declare the Immaculate Conception a dogma of

the Catholic Church, that decree, implored by the bishops,

desired by theologians, hastened by the vows of pious souls,

and, to say all in a few words, impatiently expected by two

hundred millions of the faithful, will, at Mary's prayer, shower

down (to use the words of an illustrious and pious cardinal)0

the most abundant graces, the sweetest benedictions on Rome

and on the whole Church, which regards Mary as her special

protectress with God.

I cannot repeat it too often, I have not been able to speak

worthily of Mary, who is a fathomless sea, a sun that dazzles

our weak eyes. Such are her beauty and grace, that God

alone can know her fully, and the more the human tongue

speaks of her, the more remains to be said. We shall not

well understand what Mary is, till we are in heaven with the

countless army of saints, chanting her praises, and thanking

her for the remarkable benefits which she obtains for us of

God by her powerful intercession. We can say from experi

ence, Mary has obtained for many, not a few secret graces.

How many good inspirations ! how many good works of ours !

* The Immaculate Conception of Mary, a polemical discussion of Cardinal

Lonis Lombrnschini, p. 134.
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how many dangers avoided, through her protection, and all

this for the salvation of soul and body !

O Virgin Immaculate, continue to pray for me, for all, and

particularly for those who read these pages : accepted, wel

comed, protected hy thee, they will have a power that my

words, my limited talent can never give.

1 devote the rest of my life to speak only of thee, to think

only of thee, to do all I can to make all love and bless thy

holy name. I will daily pray, for this intention, in the ado

rable sacrifice of the Mass. O Mary, I wish the whole world

to know thee, love thee, and honor thee.

What heart would be unmoved, knowing how the Blessed

Virgin has labored all her life for the salvation of men, and

that in heaven it is her hourly care, her constant solicitude ?

I might in this book, consecrated to her glory, speak of her

miracles ; if I have not done so, it is because they are so numer

ous that it would be easier to count the stars of heaven or the

sands on the seashore. The history of the Church is full of

them : the books in which they are collected are very numer

ous, and the greatest part of these miracles can defy the test

of criticism. To the miracles, to the graces already granted,

may Mary add another, and make the whole universe revere,

love, and serve her.

The nations are in trouble : after so many ages, men call

in doubt the maxims and principles which are the base of

religious and of civil society, and by reason of our sins, the

earth is menaced with greater chastisements. Divine justice,

aroused by our iniquities, has raised above us the avenging

scourge ; we have already experienced it, and we may say

that heaven, which wished to blast earth with its lightuings,

has not yet resumed its calm : and yet the world repents not.

We deserve still greater punishment for remaining deaf to

the voice of God, and not returning to better thoughts, when
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that good Father showed us from afar, and thea near, the

chastisement reserved to us. We have acted like the mad

mariner, which seeing afar the heavens overcast, the stormy

winds rise, the waves toss in fury, and nevertheless dares in a

frail bark to rush into the treacherous element, where he

would infallibly have perished, had not a hand saved him from

the peril to which he had exposed himself. That friendly

hand is the Blessed Virgin's, who, while we were blind and

lost, delivered us from misfortunes such as lips dare not

utter, nor pen write, and the very picture of which fills our

soul with horror. We cannot doubt but that she will deliver

us from those that threaten us.

So sweet a mother, with such a predilection for Italy,*

where her finest sanctuaries rise, and to which, by a signal

miracle, angels have transported the very house where the

Divine Word became Incarnate ; so sweet and dear a mother,

* The translator ventures to give the following lines of a great'American poet:

.

•

.

.

This Is indeed the blessed Mary's land,

Virgin and mother of our dear Redeemer I

Ail hearts are touched and softened at her name ;

Alike the bandit, with the bloody hand,

The priest. the prince, the scholar and the peasant,

The man of deeds, the visionary dreamer,

Pay homage to her as one ever present !

And even as children who have much offended

A too indulgent father. in great shame,

Penitent, and yet not daring unattended

To go into his presence, at the gate

Speak with their sister, and confiding wait

Till she goes in before and intercedes;

So men repenting of their evil deeds.

And yet not venturing rashly to draw near

With their requests an angry father's ear,

Offer to her their prayers and their confession,

And she for them in heaven makes intercession.

And if our faith bad given us nothing more

Than this example of all womanhood,

8o mild, so merciful, so strong, so good,

8o patient, peaceful, loyal, loving, pure,

This were enough to prove it higher, truer.

Than all the ereeds the world had known before.

LONGFELLOW.
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whose name will be ever on my lips and in my heart, will

take Italy under her especial protection, and regarding it as her

own domain, will never permit that land to lose religion,

which has ever been its fairest privilege and noblest glory ;

but that she will yet make Italy the example and model of

all Christian nations, carefully preserving the sacred deposit

of the faith, and in word and deed showing herself the loving

follower of Jesus, the zealous guardian of his doctrine, and

piously putting it in practice.

, With perfidious arts men now endeavor to rob our beloved

Italy of the blessing of true religion ; they use every strata

gem to deprive her of so fair a prerogative, and to accomplish

their criminal design, they make a war on the Gospel, the

more dangerous as the arms are apparently less terrible ; they

employ means most capable of seducing and corrupting the

hearts of the young ; they invite the nations to a felicity

which never can be realized on earth, which must ever feel

the bitter effect of man's primeval sin,* and on which must

ever remain the menace pronounced on our first father and all

his posterity ; and this without considering the actual sins

which are daily committed, and call down well-deserved pun

ishment upon us. May the Blessed Virgin, true seat of wis

dom, enlighten these poor blinded men, and may her noblest

triumph be the conversion of the seducer and the seduced !

Mary's power is not lessened, and the greater man's boldness and

blinduess, the more brilliant and glorious will her triumph be.

Let us especially pray our august Mother to turn her eyes

of mercy on that city, which, fertilized by the blood of the

prince of the apostles and an infinity of martyrs, become the

* " And to Adam he said : Because thon hast hearkened to the voice of thy

wife, and hast eaten of the tree whereof I commanded thee that thou shouldst not

eat, cursed is the earth in thy work ; with labor aud toil shalt thou eat thereof

all the days of thy life." (Gen. iii. 17.)

 



LIFE OF THE BLESSED VIRGIN

 

seat of the visible head of the Church, the mistress of truth,

the immortal mistress of the world, far more than in the days

of her pagan greatuess, is called in figure not only the city of

faith, but the city of Mary.

Let us all with one voice implore our august Queen to

pour out abundantly on Rome her choicest graces, and thus

show the world the daily more beautiful spectacle of its faith,

of which even in his time the Apostle said, " I give thanks

to my God, through Jesus Christ, because your faith is spoken

of in the whole world." *

O Mary, if thou protectest that illustrious and beloved

Pontiff Pius IX., elected in a few hours by the venerable

Fathers assembled in the Quirinal, sent by God to accomplish

his greatest designs, and who, in the long line of the Vicars

of Jesus Christ, will be celebrated and glorious, for he belieth

not the piety of his most glorious predecessors, nor their con

stancy in the hour of trial—O Mary, restore him to that Rome

which seeks him, desires and sighs after him ; to that Rome

which sees the ancient splendor of the Vatican extinguished,

now that the Sovereign Pontiff no longer fills it with his holy

majesty ! Pius IX. constantly raises to the Lord his apos

tolic hands ; he prays with deep groanings, in that Neapolitan

city f which has given him hospitality, and where a pious

and powerful monarch, worthy of being counted among the

noblest defenders of the Christian religion, has weleomed him,

by lavishing on him the most respectful homage, the most

tender care ; for if I can employ the profane comparison, he

regards His Holiness as the palladium of his kingdom : and

yet the successor of Saint Peter is in an abode which is

not his, and seven-hilled Rome, like desolate Jerusalem,

m

* Romans i. 8. f Gueta.
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mourns and weeps, deprived of her prince, her father, her

master, her friend, of him who is her all.

O Mary, protect him, obtain for him a long life, defend

him against all his enemies, because thou art like an army

set in array ; take too under thy protection the Sacred College

of Cardinals, those solid columns of Holy Church, who by

their faith, their eminent piety, their wisdom, and countless

other virtues, are the support and ornament of religion.

Give strength and courage to the venerable Bishops, who,

scattered from pole to pole, have received a mission from the

Holy Ghost to feed, the faithful and govern the Church ;

obtain for them the light and strength they need for the great

work begun by the Apostles and continued by them—the sal

vation of souls. O Mary, regard with a favorable eye, and take

under thy heavenly mantle all the ministers of the sanctuary,

whether they endeavor to maintain and increase the faith

among Catholics, or bear the light of the gospel to remote and

inhospitable lands. Preserve those virgins who, in sacred

cloisters, preserve the fragrant flower of virginity, and will one

day adorn thy glorious choir, and follow whithersoever he

goeth the Lamb without spot, who feedeth among the lilies.

Protect us all, O Blessed Virgin, that after this mortal life

we may enter into that true life which is accorded in heaven

to thy faithful servants.

There are two lives, says Saint Augustine ; * the one in

* " Duas vitas sibi divinitus prtedicatas et commendatas novit Ecclesia ; qua-

rum una est in fide altera in specie ; una in tempore peregrination!.*, altera in

teternitute mansionis ; una in labore, altera in requie ; nna in via, altuni in patrin ;

una in opere actionis, ultera in mercede contemplationis. Una declinat a main et

facit bonmm, altera non habet a quo declinet mulum, et magnmm habetquo fmatur

bonum ; nna cum hoste pugnat, altera sine hoste regnat. Una mihvenit indigenti,

altera ibi est ubi nullum invenit indigentem. Una aliena peccata, ut sua sibi

iguoscautur, ignoscit ; altera nee patitur quod ignoscat, nee facit quod poscat
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faith, the other in enjoyment ; one in the time of our pilgrimage,

the other in the eternity of our abode ; one in labor, the other

in repose ; the one in our pilgrimage, the other in our home ;

the one in the labor of action, the other in the reward of the

contemplation of God ; the one withdraws from evil and does

good, the other knows not the evil, and is in itself a great

good ; the one combats the enemy, the other reigns, and

has no enemy to fear ; the one succors the needy, the other

knows no need ; the one pardons the sins of others, that its

own may be pardoned, the other knows not that pardon, be

cause it knows no offence ; the one is scourged by evils that

it may not become proud in good, the other enjoys such an

abundant fuluess of grace that it is exempt from all evil, and,

without any temptation of pride, can attach itself to the

sovereign good. One, then, is good, but still wretehed ; the

other better and blessed."

To this last life we aspire, 0 Blessed Virgin ; and the

reward will not deceive our desires, if, as we hourly promise,

we serve thee with courage, and have recourse to thee in all

our wants, for thou art our good Mother. Thou art, we say

with Saint Ildephonsus,* our protectress, our lady, our sover-

ignosci. Una flagellatur mails, ne extollatur in bonis ; altsra tanta plenitudine

gratite caret omui main, ut sine ulla teatationie superbiie coh:ereat summo bono.

Ergo una bona est, sed adhuc misera ; altera melior et beata." (ST. AUQUSTINE,

Trari. exxiv. in Joam.)

* " Domina men atque dominatrix mea, dominans mini, mater Domini mei,

ancilla Filii tui, nee non et spiritum Redemptoria mei, ut de te vera et dlgna

sapitun, vera et dijrna loquar, vera et digna qntecunque sunt diligam. Tu enim

es eleeta a Deo, assumpta a Deo, advocata a Deo, proxima Deo, adhterens Deo,

conjuncta Deo. Visitata ab angelo, salutata ab angelo, benedicta ab angelo, beatiti-

cata ab angelo. Ecce beata tu inter mulieres, Integra inter puerperas, domina

inter ancillas, regina inter sorores. Ecce ex hoc beatam to dicent omues vates,

beatam te celebrant omues nationes. Benta tu fidoi nostne, beata tu animte nostne,

beata dilectioni nostrte, beata pi'scconiis et prtedicationibus meis." (Si. ILDE-

PHONSU9. Lib. de Viryinit. B. Maria.)
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eign, the Mother of our God, the handmaid of thy divine Son,

the Mother of the Creator of the world ; obtain for us to have

the spirit of thy Son, our divine Redeemer, in order that we

may ever think, feel, speak and love what is worthy of thee.

For thou art the elect of God, assumed by God, called by

God, nearest to God, adhering to God, united to God—visit

ed by an Angel, saluted by an Angel, blessed by an Angel,

beatified by an Angel. Lo, thou art blessed among women,

Virgin among mothers, lady among handmaids, Queen among

sisters ! Lo, from thenceforth all prophets shall call thee

blessed, all nations declare thee blessed. Blessed art thou to

our faith, blessed art thou to our mind, blessed art thou to

our love, blessed art thou to my praises and discourses."

Hence I rejoice again at the humble homage which I have

sought to render thee in these pages, in tnis poor account of

thy life.

Hail, Mary, Virgin, Throne of God, ornament, glory and

firmament of the Church. Intercede for us ever with Jesus

thy divine Son, our Lord, that through thee we may find

mercy in the fearful day of judgment, and obtain the eternal

reward laid up for those who, loving and serving God, serve

thee also. 0 Mary, thou art onr only hope, our only stay,

after our merciful Redeemer, and we await with the liveliest

impatience the moment when, after having desired, loved,

honored and sought thee on earth, we shall eternally contem

plate thee in heaven, where we shall be enabled to know that

incomparable beauty, that abundance of graces and blessings

by which thou hast become Queen of heaven and earth.

Amen.





 





 

Since the publication of the elegant and devout work of Mon-

signor Grentilucci, a new jewel has been placed in the diadem of

Our Lady. The eighth of December, 1854, will stand as an epoch

in the history of the Church, for on that festival his Holiness Pope

Pius IX., yielding to the almost unanimous request of the prelates

of the Catholic world, pronounced in the presence of two hundred

Cardinals, Patriarchs, Archbishops and Bishops, assembled from every

quarter of the globe, the Bull Ineffabilis Deus, of which we annex

a copy, and which declares and defines as an article of faith, the

Immaculate Conception of the Mother of God.

The prelates of the various climes, in solemn procession to the

Dome of Peter to listen to the words of the successor of Peter, re

called the earlier councils of the Church, and especially that of

Ephesus, which, coeval 'with St. Patrick's mission to Ireland, declared

that Mary could justly be styled Mother of God. Now no impugncr

appeared; the prelates with the clergy and faithful heard with deep

emotion the decree that now declared as of faith, that Mary could

justly be styled " Conceived without sin," and as the letter, borne on

the wings of the press, reached each corner of the globe, all read with
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reverence and love and thanksgiving the solemn decision of the Vicar

of the Son of God.

Even as a commentary on this glorious Bull, the Life by Genti-

lucci will be a prize to every devout Catholic ; the figures applied

by the Fathers to the Blessed Virgin, as cited in the text of the

Pontifical decree, will all be found explained by the illustrious pre

late in the Life, as well as the detail of the grounds which had in

duced the definition, and by which Catholic theologians had been

wont to prove the belief which has now become a dogma.

ur*.

1s

 



 

LETTERS APOSTOLIC

OF OUR MOST IIOLY LORD

PIUS IX.,

RY DIVINE PROVIDENCE, POPK,

DOGMATICALLY DEFINING THE IMMACULATE CONCEPTION OF THK

VIRGIN MOTIIER OF GOD.

PIUS, BISHOP, SERVANT OF THE SERVANTS OF GOD.

FOR A PERPETUAL REMEMRRA.NCE THEREOF.

?\OD, who is ineffable, whose ways are mercy and

^ truth, whose will is omnipotence, and whose " wis

dom reacheth from end to end mightily, and order-

eth all things sweetly," when from all eternity he

foresaw the most mournful rum of the whole human

race entailed by Adam's transgression, and when, by

a mystery for ages hidden, he resolved to complete the

first work of his gooduess by the Incarnation of the Word,

in a more recondite sacrament (so that man led into sin by

the craft of the devil's iniquity might not against his merciful

design be lost), and in order to raise up more happily in the

second Adam what had fallen in the first ;—God, from the

beginning and before ages began, chose, and ordained for his
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only-begotten Son a mother, of whom made flesh he might in

the blessed fulness of time be born, and loved her above all

creatures with so great love, that in her alone by his most

direct will he was well pleased. Wherefore he so wonderfully

enriched her far above all angelical spirits and all saints, wilh

the abundance of all heavenly gifts drawn from the treasure

of the divinity, that she, ever utterly free from all stain of sin,

and all fair and perfect, might display that fulness of inno

cence and sanctity, than which under God none is conceivable,

and which none but God can attain in thought. And truly

it was most becoming that she should ever be effulgent,

adorned with the splendors of most perfect holiness, and that,

perfectly free from the stain of original sin, she should win a

most complete triumph over the ancient serpent,—she, that

most venerable Mother, to whom God so decreed to give his

only Son, whom, begotten of himself, he loved as himself

with his whole heart, that the same identical person should

naturally be alike the Son of God the Father, and the Son

of the Virgin, and whom the Son himself chose to make sub

stantially His Mother, and of whom the Holy Ghost willed

and by His operation made, that He from whom He himself

proceeds should be conceived and born.

Which original innocence of the august Virgin agreeing

completely with her admirable holiness, and her most exalted

dignity of Mother of God, the Catholic Church, which ever

taught by the Holy Ghost is the pillar and ground of tnith,

as possessing a doctrine received from Gotland comprehended

in the deposit of heav'nly revelation, has never ceased in

manifold ways and by spl 'iidid deeds to explain, propose, and

cherish daily more and more.- For this doctrine, flourishing

from the most ancient times, and implanted in the minds of

the faithful, and by the care and zeal of the Holy Pontiffs

wonderfully propagated, the Church herself" has most clearly
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pointed out when she did not hesitate to propose the concep

tion of the same Virgin to the public devotion and veneration

of the faithful. By which illustrious act she pointed out the

Conception of the Virgin as singular, wonderful, and very

different from, the origin of the rest of mankind, and to be

venerated as entirely holy, since the Church celebrates by

festivals only what is holy. And therefore she has been wont

to use not only in the offices of the Church, but also in the

holy sacrifice, the very words wherein the Holy Scriptures

speak of the uncreated Wisdom, and represent his eternal

origin, and to apply them to the origin of that Virgin, which

was preordained by one and the same decree with the Incar

nation of the divine Wisdom.

But though all these things almost universally received

among the faithful show with what zeal the Roman Church,

the mother and mistress of all churches, has supported the

doctrine of the Immaculate Conception of the Virgin, yet

the illustrious acts of this Church are evidently worthy of

being reviewed in detail ; since so great is the dignity and

authority of the same Church, so much is due to her who is

the centre of Catholic truth and unity, in whom alone reli

gion has been inviolably guarded, and from whom it is right

that all the other churches should receive the tradition of

faith. Therefore the same Roman Church had nothing more

at heart than to assert in every most eloquent way, gnard,

promote, and vindicate the Immaculate Conception of the

Virgin, its cultus and doctrine. This is most openly attested

and proclaimed by many illustrious acts of the Roman Pon

tiffs our predecessors, to whom, in the person of the prince of

the Apostles, was divinely committed by Christ our Lord

the supreme care and power of feeding the lambs and the

sheep, of confirming the brethren, and of ruling and govern

ing the universal Church.
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Indeed, it has been the great glory of our predecessors to

institute in the Roman Church, by their own Apostolic author

ity, the Feast of the Conception, and to augment, ennoble, and

promote by every means the once instituted cultus by a proper

office and a proper mass, wherein the prerogative of immu

nity from hereditary stain was most manifestly asserted ; to

increase it either by indulgences granted, or by permission

given to states, provinces and kingdoms, to choose as their

patron the Mother of God, under the title of the Immacu

late Conception, or by approved sodalities, congregations and

religious orders instituted in honor of the Immaculate Con

ception ; or by praises given to the piety of those who have

erected monasteries, hospitals, or churches under the title of

the Immaculate Conception of the Mother of God. Above

all, they rejoiced to ordain that the Feast of the Conception

should be celebrated through the whole Church in the same

manner and form as that of the Nativity ; and in fine, that the

said feast of the Conception should be celebrated with an

octave by the universal Church, and to be piously kept by all

among those of precept : and also that a Pontifical service

should be annnally performed on the day of the Virgin's Con

ception in our Patriarchal Liberian Basilica. Desirous, too,

to cherish more each day in the minds of the faithful this

doctrine of the Immaculate Conception of the Mother of God,

and to excite their piety in worshipping and venerating the

Virgin conceived without original sin, they have most joyfully

and freely permitted the Immaculate Conception of the same

Virgin to be proclaimed in the Litany of Loretto, and in the

very preface of the Mass, that thus the law of faith should

be established by the very law of supplication. We ourselves

treading in the footsteps of so many predecessors, have not

only received and approved what had been most wisely and

piously established, and appointed by them, but also inind-



 

ful of the institution of Sixtus

our authority a proper office of the Immaculate Conception,

and have most joyfully permitted its use throughout the uni

versal Church.

But whereas all that pertains to worship is evidently

hound hy a close tie to its object, and cannot be fixed and

determined if it be doubtful and uncertain, therefore our

predecessors, the Roman Pontiffs, increasing with all their

care the worship of the Conception, studied most especially

to declare and inculeate its object and doctrine ; for they

taught clearly and openly that the festival was celebrated for

the Conception of the Virgin, and they proscribed as false

and most foreign to the intention of the Church the opinion

of those who considered and affirmed that it was not the

Conception itself, but the sanctification, to which devotion

was paid by the Church. Nor did they think of treating

more indulgently those who, in order to weaken the doctrine

of the Immaculate Conception, drawing a distinction between

the first and second instant and moment of the Conception,

asserted that the Conception was indeed celebrated, but not

for the first instant and moment ; for our predecessors them

selves thought it their duty to protect and defend with all

zeal both the feast of the Conception of the Most Blessed

Virgin, and the Conception from the first instant as the true

object of devotion. Hence the words, evidently decretive, in

which Alexander VII. declared the true intention of the

Church, saying : " Truly ancient is the piety of the faith

ful of Christ towards His Most Blessed Mother the Virgin

Mary, who believe that her soul, in the first instant of crea

tion, and of infusion into the body, was by a special grace

and privilege of God, in virtue of the merits of Jesus

Christ her Son the Redeemer of mankind, preserved free

from the stain of original sin, and in this sense they keep

 

.
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and celebrate with solemn rites the Festival of her Concep

tion."

Our same predecessors held it most especially a duty to

preserve inviolate the doctrine of the Immaculate Conception

of the Mother of God, with all care, zeal, and attention. For

not only have they never suffered that this doctrine should

ever be censured or traduced in any way, or by any one, but

they have gone much farther, and in clear declarations on

repeated occasions they have proclaimed that the doctrine in

which we confess the Immaculate Conception of the Virgin

is. and by its own merits, held evidently consistent with

Ecclesiastical worship, that it is ancient and nearly universal,

and such as the Roman Church has undertaken to cherish

and protect, and, above all, worthy to be placed in its sacred

liturgy and its solemn prayers. Nor conient with this, in

order that the doctrine of the Immaculate Conception of the

Virgin should remain inviolate, they have most severely pro

hibited the opinion adverse to this doctrine to be defended

eitber in public or in private, and they have wished to crush

it, as it were, by repeated blows. To which reiterated and

most clear declarations, lest they might appear empty, they

added a sanction ; all which things our illustrious predeces

sor, Alexander VII., embraced in these words :—

" We, considering that the Holy Roman Church solemnly

celebrates the festival of the Conception of the Immaculate

anil Ever-Blessed Virgin, and has appointed for this a special

and proper office according to the pious, devout, and laudable

institution which emanated from our predecessor, Sixtus IV.,

and wishing, after the examples of the Roman Pontiffs, our

predecessors, to favor this laudable piety and devotion, and

festival, and the reverence shown towards it, never changed

in the Roman Church since the institution of the worship

itself ; also in order to protect the piety and devotion of ven
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crating and celebrating the Most Blessed Virgin, preserved

from original sin by the preventing grace of the Holy Ghost,

and desiring to preserve in the flock of Christ unity of spirit

in the bond of peace, appeasing contest and strife, and remov

ing scandals ; at the instance and prayers of the said Bishops,

with the Chapters of their churches, and of King Phillip and

his kingdoms,— We renew the constitutions and decrees

issued by the Roman Pontiffs, our predecessors, and espe

cially by Sixtus IV., Paul V., and Gregory XV., in favor of

asserting the opinion that the soul of the Blessed Virgin, in

its creation and infusion into the body, was endowed with

the grace of the Holy Ghost, and preserved from original sin ;

likewise, also, in favor of the festival and honor of the same

Virgin Mother of God, celebrated according to that pious

belief which is recited above, and we command that it shall

be observed under the censures and punishments contained in

the same constitutions.

" And against all and each of those who proceed to inter

pret the aforesaid constitutions or decrees so that they may

frustrate the favor shown through these to the said belief, and

to the festival or worship celebrated according to it, or who

endeavor to call into dispute the same belief, festival, or wor

ship, or against these in any manner, either directly or

indirectly, and o"n any pretext, even that of examining the

grounds of defining it, or of explaining or interpreting the

Sacred Scriptures or the Holy Fathers or Doctors ; in fine,

who should dare, under any pretext or on any occasion what

soever, to say either in writing or in speech, to preach, to

treat, to dispute, by determining or asserting any thing against

these, or by bringing arguments against them and leaving

these arguments unanswered, or by expressing dissent in any

other possible manner ; besides the penalties and censures con

tained in the constitutions of Sixtus IV., to which we declare
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them subject, and by these presents do subject them : We

will thut they should be deprived ipso facto, and without

other declaration, of the faculty of preaching, of lecturing in

public, or of teaching and interpreting, and also of the right

of choosing or being chosen to office ; from which censures

they cannot be absolved, nor obtain dispensation, unless from

us, or onr successors, the Roman Pontiffs ; likewise, we

wish to subject, and we hereby do subject, the same persons

to other penalties to be inflicted at our will, and at that of

the same Roman Pontiffs, our successors, renewing the con

stitutions or decrees of Paul IV., and Gregory XV., above

referred to.

" And we prohibit, under the penalties and censures

contained in the Index of Prohibited Books, and we will and

declare that they should be esteemed prohibited ipso facto,

and without other declaration, books in which the aforesaid

belief and the festival or devotion celebrated according to it

is called into dispute, or in which any thing whatever is

written or read against these, or lectures, sermons, treatises,

and disputations against the same, published after the decree

of Paul V. above mentioned, or to be published at any future

time."

All are aware with how much zeal this doctrine of the

Immaculate Conception of the Mother of God has been hand

ed down, asserted and maintained by the most distingnished

religious orders, the most celebrated theological academies,

and the most eminent doctors of the science of Divinity. All

know likewise how anxious have been the Bishops openly and

publicly to profess, even in the ecclesiastical assemblies, that

the Most Holy Mother of God, the Virgin Mary, by vir

tue of the foreseen merits of Christ our Lord the Saviour of

mankind, never lay under original sin, but was preserved free

from the original stain, and thus was redeemed in a more
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sublime manner. To which, lastly, is added this fact, most

grave, and, in an especial manner, most important of all, that

the Council of Trent itself, when it promulgated the dog

matic decree concerning original sin, in which, according to

the testimonies of the Sacred Scriptures, of the Holy Fathers,

and of the most approved councils, it determined and denned

that all mankind are born under original sin ; solemnly de

clared, however, that it was not its intention to include in the

decree itself, and in the amplitude of its definition, the Bless

ed and Immaculate Virgin Mary, Mother of God. Indeed,

by this declaration, the Tridentine Fathers sufficiently assert

ed, according to the times and the circumstances of affairs,

that the Blessed Virgin Mary was free from the original stain,

and thus clearly signified that nothing could be justly ad

duced from the sacred writings, nor from the authority of the

Fathers, which would in any way gainsay so great a preroga

tive of the Virgin.

And, in real truth, illustrious monuments of a venerated

antiquity, of the Eastern and of the Western Church, most

powerfully testify that this doctrine of the Immaculate Con

ception of the Most Blessed Virgin, every day more and more

so splendidly explained and confirmed by the highest author

ity, teaching, zeal, science, and wisdom of the Church, and so

wonderfully propagated amongst all the nations and peoples

of the Catholic world, always existed in the Church as a

thing received by our ancestors, and stamped with the

character of a divine revelation. For the Church of Christ,

careful guardian and defender of the dogmas deposited with

her, changes nothing in them, diminishes nothing, adds

nothing ; but with all industry, by faithfully and wisely treat

ing ancient things, if they are handed down from antiquity,

so studies to polish and keep them bright, that these ancient

dogmas of heavenly faith may receive evidence, light, distinc-

;
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tion, but still may retain their fulness, integrity, propriety,

and may increase only in their own kind—that is, in the

same dogma, the same sense, and the same belief.

The Fathers and writers of the Church, taught by the

heavenly writings, had nothing more at heart, in the books

written to explain the Scriptures, to vindicate the dogmas,

and to instruct the faithful, than emulously to declare and

exhibit in many and wonderful ways the Virgin's most high

sanctity, dignity, and freedom from all stain of original sin,

and her renowned victory over the most foul enemy of thje

human race. Wherefore, repeating the words in which, at

the beginning of the world, the Almighty, announcing the

remedies of his mercy prepared for regenerating mankind,

crushed the audacity of the lying Serpent, and wonderfully

raised up the hope of our race, saying : " I will place enmity

between thee and the woman, thy seed and hers," they

taught that in this divine oracle was clearly and openly

pointed out the merciful Redeemer of the human race—the

only-begotten Son of God, Christ Jesus, and that his Most

Blessed Mother, the Virgin Mary, was designated, and at the

same time that the eumity of both against the Devil was

signally expressed. Wherefore, as Christ, the mediator of

God and men, having assumed human nature, blotting out

the handwriting of the decree which stood against us, fastened

it triumphantly to the cross ; so the Most Holy Virgin,

united by a most close and indissoluble bond to him, exercis

ing with Him and through Him eternal eumity against the

poisoning Serpent, and triumphing most fully over the same,

has crushed his head with her immaculate foot.

This illustrious and singular triumph of the Virgin, and

her most exalted innocence, purity, and holiness, her freedom

from all stain of sin, and ineffable abundance and greatness

of all heavenly graces, virtues, and privileges, the same

ll
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Fathers beheld in that ark of Noah, which, divine by appoint

ment, escaped safe and sound from the common shipwreck of

the whole world ; in that ladder which Jacob beheld reaching

from earth to heaven, by whose steps the Angels of God

ascended and descended, on whose top leaned the Lord him

self ; in that bush which, in the holy place, Moses beheld

blaze on every side, and amidst the crackling flames neither

consume nor suffer the least injury, but retain its fair verdure

and bloom ; also in that impregnable tower reared against the

enemy, on which a thousand bucklers hang, and all the armor

of the brave ; in that enclosed garden, which cannot be vio

lated nor corrupted by any schemes of fraud ; in that brilliant

city of God, whose foundations are in the holy mounts ; in

that most august temple of God, which, shining with divine

splendor, is filled with the glory of God ; likewise in many

other things of this kind in which the Fathers have tradition

ally taught, that the exalted dignity of the Mother of God,

and her spotless innocence, and her holiness, obnoxious to no

blemish, were signally preannounced.

To describe the same totality, as it were, of divine gifts,

and the original integrity of the Virgin of whom Jesus was

born, the same Fathers, using the eloquence of the Prophets,

celebrate the august Virgin as the spotless dove, the holy

Jerusalem, the exalted throne of God, the ark of sanctifica-

tion, and house which Eternal Wisdom built for itself ; and

as that Queen who, abounding in delights, and leaning on her

beloved, came forth entirely perfect from the mouth of the

Most High, fair and most dear to God, and never stained

with the least spot. But when the same Fathers and writers

of the Church revolved in their hearts and minds that the

Most Blessed Virgin, in the name and by the order of God

himself, was proclaimed full of grace by the Angel Gabriel,

when announcing her most sublime dignity of Mother of
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God, they taught that, by this singular, solemn, and till

then unheard-of salutation, is shown that the Mother of God

is the seat of all divine graces, and adorned with all the gifts

of the Holy Ghost—yea, the almost infinite storehouse and

inexhaustible abyss of the same gifts ; so that, never subject

ed to malediction, alone with her Son partaker of perpetual

benediction, she deserved to hear from Elizabeth, inspired by

the Holy Ghost : " Blessed art thou amongst women, and

blessed is the fmit of thy womb."

Hence it is the clear and unanimous opinion of the same,

that the most glorious Virgin, for whom He who is powerful

has done great things, has shone with such a brilliancy of all

heavenly gifts, such fulness of grace, and such innocence,

that she has been an ineffable miracle of the Almighty, yea,

the crown of all miracles, and worthy Mother of God ; that

•she approaches as nearly to God as created nature can do,

and is more exalted than all human and angelic encomiums.

And, therefore, to vindicate the original innocence and

justice of the Mother of God, they not only most frequently

compared her to Eve, as yet virgin, as yet innocent, as yet

uncorrupted, and not yet deceived by the most deadly suares

of the most treacherous serpent, but they have preferred her

with a wonderful variety of thought and expression. For

Eve, miserably yielding to the serpent, fell from original

innocence, and became his slave ; but the Most Blessed Vir

gin, ever increasing her original gift, not only never lent an

ear to the serpent, but by a virtue divinely received utterly

broke his power.

Wherefore they have never ceased to call the Mother of

God the lily amongst the thorns ; earth entirely untouched ;

virgin undefiled, immaculate, ever blessed, and free from all

contagion of sin, from which was formed the new Adam ; a

reproachless, most sweet paradise of innocence, immortality,



 

and delights, planted by God himself, and fenced from all

suares of the malignant serpent ; incorruptible branch that the

worm of sin has never injured ; fountain ever clear ; and

marked by the virtue of the Holy Ghost, a most divine tem

ple, or treasure of immortality, or the sole and only daughter,

not of death, but of life, the germ, not of wrath, but of grace,

which, by the singular providence of God, springing from a

corrupt and imperfect root, has always flourished, contrary to

the settled and common laws. But if these encomiums,

though most splendid, were not sufficient, they proclaimed in

proper and defined opinions that when sin was to be treated

of, no question should be entertained concerning the Holy

Virgin Mary, to whom an abundance of grace was given, to

conquer sin completely. They also declared that the most

glorious Virgin was the reparatrix of her parents, the vivifier

of posterity, chosen from all ages, prepared for himself by

the Most High, predicted by God when he said to the ser

pent, " I will place enmity between thee and the woman,"

who undoubtedly has crushed the poisonous head of the same

serpent ; and therefore they affirm that the same Blessed Vir

gin was through grace perfectly free from stain of sin, and

from all contagion of body and soul and mind, and always

conversant with God ; and united with him in an eternal

covenant, never was in darkness but always in light, and

therefore was plainly a fit habitation for Christ, not on

account of her bodily state, but on account of her original

grace.

To these things are added the noble words in which,

speaking of the Conception of the Virgin, they have testified

that nature yielded to grace and stood trembling, not being

able to proceed further ; for it was to be that the Virgin

Mother of God should not be conceived by Anna before grace

should bear fruit. For she ought thus to be conceived as the
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first-born, from whom should be conceived the first-born of

every creature. They have testified that the flesh of the

Virgin taken from Adam, did not admit the stains of Adam,

and on this account that the Most Blessed Virgin was the

tabernacle created by God himself, formed by the Holy Spirit

truly enriched with purple whieh that new Beseleel made,

adorned and woven with gold ; and that this same Virgin is,

and deservedly is celebrated as she who stood forth God's first

peculiar work, who escaped from the fiery weapons of evil, and

who, fair by nature, and entirely free from stain, came forth

into the world by her immaculate conception all radiant like

the morn ; nor, truly, was it right that this vessel of election

should be assailed by common injuries, since, differing widely

from others, she had community with them only in their

nature, not in their fault.

Moreover, it was right that, as the Only-begotten had a

Father in heaven, whom the seraphim proclaimed thrice

holy, so he should have a Mother on the earth, who should

never want the splendor of holiness. And this doctrine,

indeed, so filled the minds and souls of our forefathers, that a

marvellous and singular form of speech prevailed with them,

in which they very frequently called the Mother of God

immaculate, and entirely immaculate ; innocent, and most

innocent ; spotless, and spotless in every respect ; holy, and

most distant from every stain of sin ; all pure, all perfect, the

type almost of purity and innocence ; more beautiful than

beauty, more gracious than grace, more holy than holiness,

and alone holy, and most pure in soul and body, who has sur

passed all perfectitude and all virginity, and has become the

dwelling-place of all the graces of the Most Holy Spirit, and

who, God alone excepted, is superior to all, and by nature

fairer, more beautiful, and more holy than the cherubim and

seraphim ; she whom all the tongues of heaven and earth do



549

 

not suffice to extol. No one is ignorant that these forms of

speech have passed, as it were, spontaneously into the monu

ments of the most holy liturgy, and the offices of the Church,

and that they occur often in them and abound amply ; and

that the Mother of God is invoked and named in them as a

spotless dove of beauty, as a rose ever blooming and perfectly

pure, and ever immaculate and ever blessed, and is celebrated

as innocence which was never wounded, and a second Eve

who brought forth Emmanuel.

It is no wonder, then, if the pastors of the Church and

the faithful people have daily more and more gloried to pro

fess with so much piety, fervor, and love, this doctrine of the

Immaculate Conception of the Virgin Mother of God, pointed

out in the Sacred Scriptures, according to the judgment of the

Fathers, handed down in so many mighty testimonies of the

' same, expressed and celebrated in so many illustrious monu

ments of a revered antiqnity, and proposed and confirmed by

the greatest and most solemn judgment of the Church ; so

that nothing would be more sweet, more dear to the same,

than with most fervent affection every where to worship,

venerate, invoke, and proclaim the Virgin Mother of God

conceived without original stain. Wherefore from the an

cient times the prelates of the Church, ecclesiastics, and

even emperors and kings, have earnestly entreated of this

Apostolic See that the Immaculate Conception of the Most

Holy Mother of God should be defined as a dogma of Catholic

faith. Which entreaties were renewed also in these our

times, and especially were addressed to Gregory XVI., our

predecessor of happy memory, and to ourselves, not only by

Bishops, but by the secular clergy, religious orders, by the

greatest princes, and by the faithful people.

Therefore, with singular joy of mind, well knowing all

these things, and seriously considering them, scarcely had we,
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though unworthy, been raised by a secret counsel of Divine

Providence to the exalted Chair of Peter, and undertaken the

goverument of the whole Church, than, following the venera

tion, the piety, and love we had entertained for the Blessed

Virgin from our tender years, we had nothing at heart more

than to accomplish all these things which as yet were amongst

the ardent wishes of the Church, that the honor of the Most

Blessed Virgin should be increased, and her prerogatives

should shine with a full light. But wishing to bring this to

full maturity, we appointed a special congregation of our

venerable brothers, the Cardinals of the Holy Roman Church,

illustrious by their piety, their wisdom, and their knowledge

of the sacred sciences, and we also selected ecclesiastics, both

secular and regular, well trained in theological discipline,

that they should most carefully weigh all those things which

relate to the Immaculate Conception of the Virgin, and

report to us their opinion. And, although by the entreaties

lately received by us for defining the Immaculate Conception

of the Virgin, the opinions of most of the Bishops of the

Church were evinced ; however, we issued Encyh'cal Let

ters, dated at Gaeta, the 21 day of February, in the year

1849, to all our venerable brethren the Bishops of all the

Catholic world, in order that, having offered prayers to God,

they might signify to us, in writing, what was the piety and

devotion of their flocks towards the Immaculate Conception

of the Mother of God, and especially what the Bishops them

selves thought about promulgating the definition, or what they

desired in order that we might pronounce our supreme judg

ment as solemnly as possible.

Certainly we were filled with no slight consolation when

the replies of our venerable brethren came to us. For,

with an incredible joyfulness, gladness, and zeal, they not

only confirmed their own singular piety, and that of their



 

clergy and faithful people, towards the Immaculate Concep

tion of the Most Blessed Virgin, but they even entreated of

us, with a common voice, that the Immaculate Conception of

the Virgin should he defined by our supreme judgment and

authority. Nor, indeed, were we filled with less joy when

our venerable brothers, the Cardinals of the Special Congre

gation aforesaid, and the consulting theologians chosen by

us, after a diligent examination, demanded from us with

equal alacrity and zeal this definition of the Immaculate

Conception of the Mother of God.

Afterwards walking in the illustrious footsteps of our

predecessors, and desiring to proceed duly and properly, we

proclaimed and held a Consistory, in which we addressed our

brethren, the Cardinals of the Holy Roman Church, and with

the greatest consolation of mind we heard them entreat of us

that we should promulgate the dogmatic definition of the

Immaculate Conception of the Virgin Mother of God.

Therefore, having full trust in the Lord that the oppor

tune time had come for defining the Immaculate Conception

of the Virgin Mary, Mother of God, which the Divine words,

venerable tradition, the perpetual opinion of the Church, the

singular agreement of Catholic prelates and faithful, and the

signal acts and constitutions of our predecessors, wonderfully

illustrate and proclaim ; having most diligently weighed all

things, and poured forth to God assiduous and fervent

prayers, we resolved that we should no longer delay to sanc

tion and define, by our supreme decision, the Immaculate

Conception of the Virgin, and thus to satisfy the most pious

desires of the Catholic world and our own piety towards the

Most Holy Virgin, and, at the same time, to honor more and

more the only-begotten Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, since

whatever honor and praise is given to the Mother redounds to

the Son.
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Wherefore, after we had unceasingly, in humility and

fasting, offered our own prayers and the public prayers of the

Church to God the Father, through his Son, that He would

deign to direct and confirm onr mind by the power of the

Holy Ghost, and implored the aid of the whole court of

heaven, and invoked the Paraclete with sighs, and He thus

inspiring, to the honor of the holy and undivided Trinity, to

the glory and ornament of the Virgin M >ther of God, to the

exaltation of the Catholic Faith and the increase of the

Catholic religion, by the authority of our Lord Jesus Christ,

of the Blessed Apostles, Peter and Paul, we declare, pro

nounce and define, that the doctrine which holds that the

Blessed Virgin Mary, at the first instant of her conception,

by a singular privilege and grace of Almighty God, in virtue

of the merits of Jesus Christ, the Saviour of mankind, was

preserved immaculate from all stain of original sin, has been

revealed by God, and therefore should firmly and constantly

be believed by all the faithful. Wherefore, if any shall dare

—which God forbid—to think otherwise than as it has been

defined by us, they should know and understand that they

are condemned by their own judgment, that they have suf

fered shipwreck as to the faith, and have revolted from the

unity of the Church ; and besides, by their own act they sub

ject themselves to the penalties justly established, if what

they think they should dare to signify by word, writing, or

any other outward means.

Our mouth is filled with joy, and onr tongue with exulta

tion, and we return, and shall ever return, the most humble

and the greatest thanks to Jesus Christ our Lord, because

through his singular beneficence He has granted to us, though

unworthy, to offer and decree this honor, glory, and praise to

His Most Holy Mother ; but we rest in the most certain hope

and confidence that this Most Blessed Virgin, who, all fair
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and immaculate, has brnised the poisonous head of the most

cruel Serpent, and brought salvation to the world, who is the

praise of the Prophets and the Apostles, the honor of the

Martyrs, and the crown and joy of all the Saints—who is the

safest refuge and most faithful helper of all who are in

danger, and the most powerful mediatrix and conciliatrix of

the whole world, with the ouly-begutten Son, and the most

illustrious glory and ornament, and as a most firm guardian

of the Holy Church, has destroyed all heresies, and snatched

from the greatest calamities of all kinds the faithful peoples

and nations, and delivered us from so many threatening

dangers, will effect by her most powerful patronage that, all

difficulties being removed, and all errors dissipated, our Holy

Mother the Catholic Church may flourish daily more and

more throughout all nations and countries, and may reign

from sea to sea and from the river to the uttermost bounds of

the earth, and may enjoy all peace, tranqnillity, and liberty ;

that the sinner may obtain pardon, the sick healing, the weak

strength of heart, the afflicted consolation, and that all who

are in error, their spiritual blindness being dissipated, may

return to the path of truth and justice, and that there may

be one flock and one shepherd.

Let all the children of the Catholic Church most dear to

us hear our words, and, with a more ardent zeal of piety,

religion, and love, proceed to worship, invoke, aud pray to the

Most Blessed Virgin Marv, Mother of God, conceived with

out original sin, and let them fly with entire confidence to

this most sweet Mother of Mercy and Grace in all dangers,

difficulties, necessities, doubts, and fears. For nothing is to

be feared, and nothing is to be despaired of under her gnid

ance, under her auspices, under her favor, under her protec

tion, who, bearing towards ns a maternal affection, and tak

ing up the business of our salvation, is solicitous for the
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whole human race, and, appointed by God the Queen of

Heaven and Earth, and exalted above all the choirs of

Angels, and orders of Saints, standing at the right hand of

the only-begotten Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, intercedes

most powerfully, and obtains what she asks, and cannot be

frustrated.

Finally, in order that this our definition of the Immacu

late Conception of the Most Blessed Virgin Mary may be

brought to the knowledge of the Universal Church, we will

these Letters Apostolic to stand for a perpetual remembrance

thereof, commanding that to transcripts or printed copies,

subscribed by the hand of some notary public, and authenti

cated by the seal of a person of ecclesiastical rank, appointed

for the purpose, the same credit shall be given which would

be given to these presents if they were exhibited or shown.

Let no man infringe with this our declaration, pronuncia

tion, and definition, or oppose and contradict it with pre

sumptuous rashness. If any should presume to assail it, let

him know that he will incur the indignation of the Omnipo

tent God and of His Blessed Apostles, Peter and Paul.

Given at Rome, at St. Peter's, in the year of the Incar

nation of our Lord, 1854, the sixth of the Ides of December,

in the ninth year of our Pontificate.
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PREFACE

THE publishers have thought that they could not better

continue the most pious and learned Life of our Blessed Lady,

with which the esteemed prelate Gentilucci has enriched the

ascetical literature of Europe in the nineteenth century, than

by presenting to American readers the Life of Saint Joseph,

the most worthy spouse of the Immaculate Queen of heaven,

a work composed in the last century in Spanish by Joseph

Ignatius Vallejo, an eminent father of the Society of Jesus,

which, as he was a native of Mexico, is an American tribute

to the spouse of Our Lady, that glorious patron pointed out

by Heaven as the tutelar saint of North Americ.i.

Born at Caiiadas, in Mexico, on the 9th of September, 1718,

Vallejo entered the Society of Jesus at the age of twenty-

three, and was actively employed as professor of theology

and philosophy in various colleges, chiefly at Guatemala,

where he was President of the College of St. Francis

Borgia, and Director of the Sodality in that city, when the

arbitrary act of. the Spanish monarch drove the Jesuits from



 

his dominions, and deprived Spain and her colonies of so many

holy men, learned teachers, and zealous missionaries of the

word of God, leaving his domains open to the inroads of that

infidel philosophy which has since dismembered his empire,

tyrannized over the Church, and made civil war an apparently

fatal attendant on the Spanish race.

Italy became the refuge of the banished Father Vallejo,

as it did of his celebrated countrymen and fellow religious, a

Clavigero, an Abad, and an Hervas. There he published

several works, among the principal of which are a Life of our

Blessed Lady, and the present volume. Its Christian erudi

tion, good taste and critical acumen, met the applause not

only of his own conntrymen, and of Spanish critics generally,

but won the admiration, as it had obtained the approbation,

of the Italian prelates. The pious author died at Bologna on

the 30th of May, 1785, loaded with the enlogies of all good
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BOOK FIRST.

 

CHAPTER I.

TRIBE AST> FAMILY OF ST. JOSEPH—IIIS 8ANCTIFICATION BEFORE HIS

BIRTH—PRF.ROGATIVES THAT MAKE IT PROBABLE—OTHER

SINGULAR PREROGATIVES RESULTING FROM HIS

t^?v q. RESEMBLANCE TO THE MOTHER OF GOD.

IratU

 

'HE Divine Wisdom destined St. Joseph to oc

cupy the most honorable post that heaven has wit

nessed among angels and men. Of so great a saint

we cannot then but believe greatuess, nor relate other prerog

atives than a dignity made up of such superior excellence,

that we behold fulfilled in his person that splendid enlogy

with which Pliny applauded the Emperor Trajan : " Let

naught be said of our prince that can be probably said of any

other." * This is required by the high and holy ministry of

* Ne quid do Principe nostro dfcant, ut illud idem de nlio diei potuisse videatur.

(Pusics JUNIOR, in Pamgyrko Tmj.)



 

that happy man, in whom was prepared a spouse for the

Virgin Mary, and a foster father for Jesus, for Him who was

to be the treasure of the knowledge and wisdom of the Father

of lights.0 When David drew the outline of that temple

which still shows the inconstancy of earthly things, by the sad

memorials of its ashes and its rnins, he uttered this sentence

worthy of a religious and magnanimous heart : " The work is

great, for a house is prepared, not for man, but for God." f If

such was the conception of David, what must have been the

designs of that Lord who holds all greatuess in his hand,

when he prepared a Father for God made man, and a spouse

worthy, by a similarity of virtues and privileges, of the Queen

of the universe ? It is not necessary to seek far-fetched com

parisons to describe his qnalities : the very greatness of that

Son who came down from heaven in the fulness of time, to

redeem the human race by his blood, his very dignity portrays

them to us in an adorable spectacle of Divine Providence. To

think, then, of the spouse of the Mother of God, aught that is

not great, would be to reflect on the conduct of that Lord

who has no eqnal in his counsels ; since even among men, as

the Emperor Theodosius says in his laws : " It is a kind of

sacrilege to doubt whether he is worthy, whom the emperor

has chosen." J

In St. Joseph was raised up a vicar and substitute to the

Eternal Father, and in his espousals, a companion to the

Holy Ghost, and a consort like her § who had none to imitate,

 

* " Christ Jesus, in whom are hid all the treasures of wisdom and knowledge."

(Coloss ii. 3.)

t I. Poralip. xxix. 1.

Sacrilegii enim inatar est, duhiture, an is dignua sit, quem elegerit imperator.

. Disputare. 3 C. dr. Oriminr sacrilemi.)

§ Let us make him a help like unto himself. (Gen. ii. 18.)
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nor has found one to follow her in the splendor of her per

fections.* An ancient statesman,f treating of the time

when a choice was to be made of a successor to Alexander the

Great, said that he left many heirs to the empire, but none

of Ms heart, and valor. " If you seek for the sceptre and

throne, one who would replace Alexander, you will not find

it ; but if you ask me, whom I deem most worthy of -the

crown, I will answer, that the one of whom I have spoken, is

the only one that can succeed him. In him concur the qual

ities and conditions of the best, as Alexander stated in his

will just before expiring: "Elect for my successor him who

is the best."

St. Joseph being then chosen as a substitute for the Eter

nal Father in the love and care of his only-begotten Son, he

could not be less than excellent in the virtues and privileges

with which he was enriched by that 'Lord, so liberal in his fa

vors that he not only restores lost grace,J but grants more than

is hoped for. Hence with greater justice than to the ancient

emperors may we apply Pliny's encomium, great indeed for a

Trajan, but weak for a Joseph, that master and head of the

Holy Family, most worthy spouse of Mary and excellent fos

ter father of Jesus.§ " More illustrious is thy praise, for

* Noc primam similem visa est, nee habere scquentem. (SAINT BEHNARD,

Serm, de Assumption^'.}

t Si Alexandra similem qustritis, nnnquam roperietis ; si proximum, hie solus

est. (QcixTes CURTIUS, Lib. X. c. xx.) Quaerentibus his, cui rvlinqueret regnum,

respondit ; ei qui esset optimus. (QuixTCs CeRTira, Lib. c. vii.)

J Vide quam bonus Dens et facilis indulgerc peeeatis, non solum ahlata restiDuit

scd etiam insperata coneedit."—" See how good God is, and how ready to forgive

sins ; not ouly has he restored what was taken away, bnt granted what we had not

darcd to hope." (SAixr AMRROSE, Hom. I.&. I. in Lucnm. cap. 1. infme.)

§ " Ita innixus est Imio beato Joseph, ut ipse fuerit iofantulo pnter optimus."—•

" The Lord so relied on Blessed Joseph, as to make him the excelleat father for

His Infant Son," (RcuERT, De yloria FUli hondnis.^) u Ilyec nominatio magnifica



 

m

them art not only the best, but the greatest : thou hast at

tained a name which cannot pass to others : though others

should hereafter usurp it, it will ever be recognized as thine.

Never can this appellation of 'the best' occur to the mind

without remembering thee. As often as our posterity are

compelled to style any one ' the best,' so often shall they

remember thee who hast deserved the title. How great a joy

must thou experience, 0 Nerva, to sec him whom thou didst

choose as the best, not only the best, but styled so by all." 0

Of Joseph, more worthy of such a enlogy than all the great

men of earth, I now undertake to write the life and glorious

actions, under the protection and shadow of the Son and

Mother of light from whom my feeble pen expects its aid.

Joseph was of the famous tribe of Juda, and of the blood

of David, through the branch of Solomon, which was the

royal one, and as a descendant of that great monarch, great

prophet and great Saint of Israel, he counted among his

illustrious progenitors, ten Judges and leaders of the people

of God, thirteen Patriarchs, and twenty-two august Sove-

reigns.f He was the first-born of Jacob J according to the law

(scilicet patris Dei Hominis) propria ost beati Joseph."—" This splendid appoint

ment of Father to the Man God, is peculiar to St. Joseph." (RUPERT, m Eitmy.

cap. 6.)

* Quo prseclarior lans tna quem non minus constut optimum esse, quam maxi

mnm . . . Atsecutus es nomen, quod ad alios. transire non possit . . . Quod licet

omnes postea usurpent, semper cognoscetur ut tnum . . . Ha'c optimi appellutio

nunqnam sine to memorise occurret. Quoties posterl nostri optimum aliquem

voeare cojzontur, toties recordabuntur, qnis mernerit vocari. Qnanto imme, Dive

Nerva, gaudio frneris, cum vides et esse optimnm, et dici, quern tanquum optimnm

clegisti. (Pi.iNics, m Ptmegyrim.}

f Esse cri di gran prosapia, e acorriendo per le istorie de Israelo e di Ginde

pnteva appuntare de suoi antenati dieci Giudici e Condottieri del Popolo, tredk'i

Pntriurehi e ventidne Re di corona. If. OESARE OALINO. Panfyirimdefian Qnisryp?.)

I And Mathan begot Jacob, and Jacob begot Joseph, the husband of Mary.

(Matt. i. 15, 16.)



 

of nature, and was s'.yled the legal son of Heli 0 in conse

quence of a law promulgated in Israel, and to be found in

Deuteronomy. Jacob and Heli were half-brothers, sons of

Hesta, wife, first of Mathan, Jacob's father, and on his death

or divorce, wife of Mathat, Hell's father, of the blood of David

thrmgh Nathan,f Solomon's brother, and like him son of

B^thsabee. Heli died without an heir, and for this reason

his brother Jacob espoused his widow, to fulfil the law of Den

teronomy,J which ordained, that if one brother died without

issue of his marriage, the widow should marry the next

brother, and that the first-born of this union should be con

sidered the son and heir representing the person and rights of

the deceased, in order that his memory might be preserved

in Israel. By this law, Joseph, first-born of Jacob and

Hesta, is called also son of Heli, and as son of such parents,

became a scion of the house of David, heir of that monarch's

blood and rights.

The learned Maldonado,§ approving this interpretation

* Joseph who was of Heli.

t The genealogy of David divides into two branches, one of which Solomon is the

h a>l, :ind whii.'h is continned in his posterity ; this was styled the house and family

of David, in which resided the right to the crown in Israel, and the sceptre of Juda;

which, according to the prophecy of the patriareh 4ucob, was not to leave it till

the coming of the promised Messias was at hand. Of the second branch Nathan

was the head. This branch, which did not share in the rights ot inheritance,

formed in Juda a house perfectly distinct from that culled the honse ami lumily of

David.

Saint Augustine thought that Nnthnn, ancestor of Heli, was the pnphet Na-

tlT;ni, who rebuked David, and was adopted by him as a son ; but with this Fathcr

disagree all commentators on 2 Kings v. 14, where Nathan is spoken of as the

son of David by nature, and consequently distinct from the prophet Nathan.

J " When b.ethren dwell together, and one of them dicth without children, the

wife of tho deceased shall not marry to another ; but his brother shall take her,

and raise up seed for his brother ; and the first son he shall have of her he shall

call by his name." (Dent. xxv. fl.) •

§ Ha:c interpretatio [scilicet u qna acceptum est, Josephum filium fnisse Jacobl
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of the gospel which gives the genealogy of Saint Joseph, says,

"that Julius Africanus 0 affirms that -he heard the kindred

of Christ aver that Jacob was Joseph's father according to the

order of nature, and that Heli was merely his legal father :

that is to say, that Saint Matthew, in the first chapter of his

gospel, describes the progenitors of the spouse of the Blessed

Virgin and Mother of Jesus Christ in the natural order, and

Saint Luke those of Heli, whose son, St. Joseph, was regarded

according to the law which prevailed among the Jews. This

interpretation of the two gospels is approved by the almost

universal consent of all antiqnity : it is approved by Justin

Martyr, Eusebius, Saint Ambrose, Euchorius, Saint John

Damascenus, Saint Bede, and Theophylact ; hence we wonder

that it did not please Saint Augustine. And he too, towards

the close of his life, more advanced in wisdom, conformed to

the common explanation."

To meet the provisions of the law of Denteronomy, it

was not necessary that the brothers should be sous of the

same father or same mother, as some examples in Scripture

show : it was sufficient that there was any degree of relation

ship between them, such us would give them a right to each

other's property, should either die without heirs. It was not

serundum Jiaruram ct Heli sccundum Icgem], all ipsis, ut ait Africanns, Christl

ooirnatis accepta . . . summo ab omni nntiqnitnte consensu probata est, a Justino,

(Ad OrtlinxloTot 66), ab Eusebio (Libra. 1. Hist. Eceles. c. 7), ab &c. . . . Quo mains

rnirnm est uni uon fnisse probntum Augustino. Qnamvis eam quoque sub iinem

vitse doctior probuverit. (MALIJONADO, in Cap. 1. JfattJi. v. 16.) ,

" Quod si Epiphanio, et apostolo Mattha-o credimus, Joseph hie patrem Iiabuit

Jai-ob, ut pote naturalem, et Heli Iegalem, pluribus ut explicat Damascene.''

(Lib. IV. dfjide.)—" But if we believe Epiphanius and the Apostle St. Mattheu-,

Joseph had Jacob as his natural, Heli as his legal father, as St. John DnmoMX'nus

shows at length." (Vi'-x. PETER CANISIUS, Lib. II. c. xiii.)

* Eusehuis, in his history of the Chureh, has preserved some fragments of

Julius Africanus, who flonrished at the beginning of the third century.



 

necessary that those comprised in the law should inhabit the

same house or city, nor that the son should take the name of

the deceased whom he represented, and whose legal son he

was, as we see in the example of Ruth, whose son, called

Obed, did not take the name of Cclion, who had been her

first husband, and was consequently legal father of the son of

Booz, with whom, after Celion's death, she contracted a second

marriage. The law indeed prescribes that the first-born of

the second nuptials should bear the name of his legal lather,

that is of the deceased, first husband of his mother ; but this

provision, as Saint Augustine notes, only means that the first

born' of the second marriage should be considered the son of

the first, with the design of preserving his memory." Tille-

mont adds,* that this is the common opinion of the Fathers.

Sandinus f says that Saint Jerome and other ancients were

of this opinion.

Saint Augustine, Saint Ambrose, and others cited by Mal-

donado, believed . that the intention of Saint Matthew and

••L'opinion la pins commune parmi les Peres est qu'il ctait no tle Jacob,

descendu de David par Salomon, et tous les autres rois de Jndu, et fils selon In loi,

d' Hell, descendn de Nathan, fils de David et Bcthsabee. (Tn-LEMONT, Memoir«s

pour srrrir a P histoire ecdrsiastique des six premiers meriss. I. 74.)

t Jacobus et Heli fratres erant uterini. Heli sine liberis mortuo, Jacobus

viduam ejus sibi conjunxit juxta leges pneceptorum Denteronontii, enque genuit

J0sephtun, secundurn naturnm (ilium sunm, ut Matthsens ; secundum legern filium

Heli, ut Lucas narrat. Ita Julius Africanus, qui inenDte weculo tertio floruit. hl

Epistola ad Aristidem, (npud Ensrhinm. Lib, I. fip. 17/.) Africano ut eerihit

Buronius in Apparatu ad Annulcs (§ 34) Hieronymus ac carterl antiquorum

Putrum adstipulati snmt.-—" Jacob and Heli were uterine brothers. Heli dying

without issue, Jacob, according to the laws of Denteronomy, married his widow,

nnd by her had Joseph, his son by nature, as Matthew narrates : or sou of Heli ac

cording to the law, as Luke gives it. So Julius Africanur, who flourirhed in the

early part of the third century, etntes in an epistle to Aristides. I Euxebius / cnp.

IYM According to Baronius (Ajtp. ml Aannlex f) 34\ Jerome and others of the

aucient Fathers confirm Africauus." iSANuixus, De Sanct. Jnsepho. c. I.)



 

 

Saint Luke in assigning different fathers to Saint Joseph, was

to show that Christ had two genealogies ; one royal, as son of

David, through the line of Solomon, which is that given by

Saint Matthew in the first chapter of his gospel, and the

other priestly, which is that described by Saint Luke in the

third chapter of his gospel. This solution does not, however,

please Maldonado, who shows that other distingnished writers

of his time rejected it, because there is nothing to show that

Jesus was connected by blood with the priestly tribe. Maldo

nado,0 and the other learned men who follow his opinion, rely

on two reasons ; the first is, that neither Nathan, nor any

other of the ancestors of Heli, was a priest ; and the second is,

that Saint Paul, in the whole of the seventh chapter of his

Epistle to the Hebrews, evidently denies that Jesus Christ

had any connection with the race of Aaron.

Some, too, have thought that Heli and Joachim were

names of one and the same person, and that Saint Joseph

was son of Heli by affinity, that is, hy marrying his daughter

* "Alii respondent, ideo diverse a diversis Evangelistis recenseri, quo

regale Christi genus, Lucas sacerdotale narret. Sic existiraat Augustinus. Lib.

83, q. q. 61 ... Multique hodie >forsitun qni Nathan eucerdotem credidernnt)

quorn n raihi ssntentia ideo uon probatur, qnla non coustat, Christum ex tribu

Lcvi sacerdotalis aliqnid generis habnisse. Qnin viri nonnulli insigniter docti

pneeise negavernnt, quod 1). I '.ml us toto septimo capite EpistoUe ad Hebraxa

negaro videatur . . . Mnnifestum est enim, at Apostolus, quod ex Juda ortus sit

Deiminus noster, in qna tribu nib.il de sacerdotibus Moyses locutus est."—" Some

answer that it is thus differently given by the different Evangelists, because Mat

thew gives Christ's royal, Luke His priestly descent. So St. Augustine thinks

(Lib. 83. q. q. 61 , and many in our days (donbtless supposing Nathan a priest),

whose opinion I hold not proved, because it is not evident that Christ was at ail

descended from the priestly tribe of Lcvi Nay, some extremely learned men

deny it expressly because St. Paul in the whole of tha seventh chapter of his

Epistle to the Hebrews, seems to deny it ; ' For it is evident says the Apostle, th^t

our Lord sprang ont of .Iuda, in which tribe Moses spoko nothing concerning

prie.-ts.'" ;Heb. vii. 11. MALDOMAI.O, in Matt. i. 13.)
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the Virgin Mary, whose blood and person he represented.

There is nothing in Sacred Scripture to show that Heli and

Joachim were the same person ; for although it shows that

several had two names, as Gedeon, called also Jerobaal, Isai-

as, called also Jesse, this is proved by the inspired books, and

there is no proof in them that Heli and Joachim are two

names for the father of the Virgin Mary. What is most

probable is, that Heli, Joachim, and Jacob were brothers ;*

Heli only on the mother's side, Joachim and Jacob on both

father and mother's side : their father was Mathan, a descend

ant of David, through the branch in which the right to the

hereditary throne of Juda did not reside. Joachim, as Father

Mariana,f a celebrated commentator, teaches, was the first

born. The authors of this opinion affirm, consequently, that

the Blessed Virgin, daughter and heiress of Saint Joachim,

the first-born of Mathan, transmitted to Jesus not only the

blood of David, but also a right to the sceptre and diadem of

Judea. Father Tirinus J does not agree with the opinion of

i/i

* " Valde verisimile ust, quod tempore Christi notissimum erat, Mathan fuisse

communem avum Josephi ct Beatissimte Virginia; Jacob vero patrem Josephi et

Joachim, patrem B. Virginis fuisse fratres gennauos, ut vult Francis Lucas."—" It

is very probable that in the time of Christ it was well known that Mathan was

the grandfather of Joseph and the Blessed Virgin, that Jacob, Joseph's father,

and Joachim the father of the Blessed Virgin, were brothers, according to Francis

Lucas. (CORNELIUS A LAFIDE, in Luts iii. 27.)

t " Putabam Joachim patrem Virginis et Jacob patrem Josephi fuisso fratrcs :

Joachim natu majorem et Jacobum natu minorem ; unde ad Joachimum potius

tanquam primogenitum attinebat jus regni "—" I think that Joachim, the Blessed

Virgin's father, and Jacob, Joseph's father, were brothers, Joachim being the

elder, so that to him as first-born, devolved the right to the kingdom." (MARIANA,

in Matt. i.)

J " Id autetu (scilicet jus regni), ex Marite genealogia non obveniebat Christo ;

cum fceminis nullum sit jus ad regnum, quando proles mascute supersunt . . .

Undo Jesus, nt erat proprins ac legitimus, etsi non naturalis films Josephi, habe-

bat om.:ia jura filii rcspectu illius, ao proinde etiam jus regni a morto Josephi."—



 

Mariana, because, in the Jewish monarchy, women did not

reign, or if capable of reigning, were nevertheless deprived of

the use of that hereditary right, when any male of the royal

family survived ; and so we must concede, that the right of

Jesus to the throne of David is founded on the genealogy of

Saint Joseph, putative father of the Man-God, and whose

only heir both as to property and rights he was, by reason of

the marriage publicly solemnized with the Blessed Virgin.

According to this genealogy, Saint Joseph was related to

his most pure spouse in the second degree of consangninity,

and to Jesus in the third, as we clearly see by the genealogical

tree which with Mariana, Francis Lucas, Cornelius a Lapide,

eminent commentators, and other authors, Virgil Sedelmeyer

gives in his Theologia Mariana.

DAVID,

SOLOMON,

I

I

I

JOACHIM,

I (elder)

THE ViEors MOTHER OF GOD.

JACOR,

(younger)

JOSEPH, HUSRAND OF MART.

We shall remark, in connection with this genealogical hf

plan, that the infinite Wisdom, which watched over the fuliil-

" The right to the throne did not devolve on Christ throngh Mary's genealogy as

women had no right to the crown, while mules survived . . . Hence Jesus, as he

was properly and lawfully (though not untnnilly), son of Jo eph, had all rights of

a son towards him, and accordingly the right to the throne on Joseph's death.'

(TIIUNUS, in M>ia. i.)

 



 

ment of its oracles, so disposed events, that precisely in the

happy period when the Messias was to be born, the race of

David through Solomon should remain, though eclipsed and

hidden from the eyes of the world, and should terminate on the

one side in a virgin named Mary, and on the other in a Joseph,

who, as well by the election of heaven, as by the fiat of the

law, was to be the spouse of this only daughter of Saint Joa

chim, and heiress of the patrimonial rights of his house. This

genealogy also shows us that the Blessed Virgin gave her

only son and God's only Son, the blood of the tribe of Juda

and of the royal family of David, and that Joseph her spouse,

as reputed father of Jesus, transmitted to his putative son

his rights to the sceptre and throne of Judea.

Writers have not been wanting, who maintained that Ma-

than was the father, not of Saint Joachim, but of Jacob and

Saint Anne ; that is, of Joseph's father and the Blessed Vir

gin's mother. This opinion seems based on a Greek me-

nology, in which we read that Saint Anne was the daughter

of Mathan : but the argument loses all force, when we reflect

that the Mathan, said in certain apocryphal memoirs and

common traditions to have been the father of Saint Anne,

was of the priestly tribe and order, and consequently quite dif

ferent from Mathan, father of Jacob, mentioned in the begin

ning of the Gospel according to S lint Matthew. .

We must observe lastly, for the better understanding of

sacred history, that in all rigor and propriety, Judea and Jews

meant the province and the persons comprised by the tribes

of Benjamin and Juda, together with the greater part of the

tribe of Levi. These possessed the city of Jerusalem, which

was, according to Euthymius, the capital of the tribe of Ben

jamin, and according to others,* of the tribe of Juda, that is,

* Jerusalem properly belonged to uo tribe. By some it was assigned to the
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the seat of empire, and by its sanctuary the centre of the

public exercises of the religion of the Israelites. This part

took the name of kingdom of Judea or Juda, after the revolt

of the ten tribes : because the tribe of Juda, at all times

famous and renowned, was the glory, strength, and hope, so

to say, of the mass of the nation, which looked to it for the

Messias, who was to come and exchange the sceptre and

crown, his by hereditary right, for a spiritual empire and

kingdom, to last for ever, and extend over the whole world.

The other kingdom, made up of the ten revolted tribes,

took the name of Israel, which had previously been com

mon to the whole body of the monarchy of the Hebrews,

and chose as its capital the city of Samaria, the irreconcil

able enemy of Judea. When the Jews returned from their

captivity at Babylon, some say that the name of Israel recov

ered its ancient meaning and was applied to the whole people

of God.

Some theologians and critics deny this great Saint the

privilege of having been born sanctified, because this favor is

not mentioned in the writings and traditions of the Fathers

and Doctors of the Church ; but others, of less stern criticism,

do not require as necessary such clear proofs, in order to con

cede as probable, this grace, with which the Almighty has

deigned to honor other saints who did not enjoy all the advan

tageous prerogatives of the father of Jesus and most worthy

spouse of Mary,—a saint placed, by the fact of his ministry, in

that superior order which theologians term hypostatic.* This

privilege was bestowed on the Baptist, who was born as the

tribe of Benjamin, by others to that of Juda. (CALMET, Dictionary of the Bible,

verbo Jerwalem.)

•"' " In hoc ordine (srllicet hypostarico) intelligo, constitutum esse ministerium

Suncti Josephi."—" In this degree I place the ministry of Saiat Joseph." (OCAREZ,

Tom. II. Part III. disp. VIII. § 2.)
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glorious precursor of the Man-God. And whoever will con

sider the profound dignity of him who was born the chosen

spouse of the Virgin Mary and putative father of Jesus, we

5kV cannot but deem him entitled in some measure, above other

saints, to this grace which adds a new degree of splendor to

his sanctity. Saint Augustine has not left his opinion on

this point ; but he seems to indicate it in general words,

where he says, that God has done whatever based on solid

grounds seems to us the best.* Jurists do not very readily

concede extraordinary privileges, and yet they affirm, in their

maxims, that conjectures and presumptions which tend to

religion and piety, are very powerful, and worthy of prefer-

ence.f The learned and pious Father Stephen Binet, in an

eloquent work entitled " Mirror of the Divine favors bestowed

on Saint Joseph," although he says that those who assert that

this saint was sanctified in his mother's womb, speak from

excess of devotion, confesses withal that the reasons which

they allege are not devoid of weight.} Some count Saint

Thomas § and Suarez || among the authors who deny this

* QnidquM tibi vera ratione melins occurrerit, id scias, fecisso Denm." (ST.

AUGUSTUS' K, De Libero Arbilrio, Lib. III. cap. V.)

t Summam esse rationem, qute pro religione facit. (JLeye Sunt persons 43 §

ds rrliyiotns et sumptibas funerum.)

J " Others, going further, have said that St. Joseph was sanctified in his

mother's womb, like Saint John the Baptist, and came holy mto the world. This,

however, is said from excess of devotion, though the reasons alleged are not with

out weight."

§ '• Neque eredendnm est, aliquos alios (prater Baptistam et Hieremiam),

sanetificatos esse, de quibus Scriptum mentionem non facit."— ' Nor is it to be be

lieved, that any others besides the Baptist and Jeremias were sanctified, as Serip

ture makes no mention of any " ( ST. THOMAS, in 3. p. q. 27.)

|| " Nihilominus tumen cordati ac prudentis hominis esse existimo, nihil temere

ant uimis asseveranter affirmare, quia revera ubi deest Seripturte anrtoritus, nut

Eerirsite traditio, nulla potest esse sufficient certitudo in re priesertim ex divina

electione ac pnedestinatioue pendente."—" Nevertheless, I deem it the purt of a

.
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favor to the foster-father of Jems ; but their words, well un

derstood, do not deny the probability, as they merely say that,

in the absence of clear testimony to this privilege in Scrip

ture and in the tradition of the Fathers, this grace cannot be

maintained as certain and positive.

Segneri,0 justly esteemed by all for his eloquence and

solid learning, holds as probable and well founded this sane-

tification of which we speak ; and he deduces this from the

dignity of Saint Joseph, discussing it like a sound theologian

thus : " Joseph was ennobled and singularly privileged with

the honor of spouse of the Mother of God : a dignity which

is a solid principle, from which it follows with every mark of

probability that Saint Joseph was not only sanctified, as we

maintain, in his mother's womb, but that he was afterwards

confirmed in grace, and exempt from evil, so that no man—

we say it boldly—no man on this earth, ever was holier than

Joseph."

This conjecture of the venerable Paul Segneri, an author

worthy of universal esteem, as we are assured by the great

critic and theologian, John Chrysostom Trombelli,f is treat

ed as of no force in the severe judgment of some who veiie

Bs.:

wise and pmdent mau to affirm nothing rashly, or too positively, because, indeed,

where the authority of Scripture, und the tradition of the Chureh are wanting, there

can be no sufficient certitude, especially in u matter depending entirely on the

divine election and predestination." (SUAREZ, Tom. II. in ft. III. disp. VIII. scct.

2. § In hoc iyitur. )

* Da qnesto principio dnnque benissimo si deduce con gran fodezza di versu-

miglianza, que non sola mente e>sli fosse sunctificato, come noi solo voleramo, iu-1

eene mnterno ; ma che fosse auche dipoi stubilito in grazia ; auzi esentaro dellu

malvagita, di maniera, que nessun nomo, diciam> lo urditamente, nessun uurno sia

stato mai su la terra di lni pni Sauto." (SgoNERi, Quamrnale, predica per la festa

di S. Giuseppe.)

t H. P. Seftneri uomo ginstamente da tutte apprezato. (P. ARRATE TROM-

RF.LLI, I'it'i d' X. i n-scppf, II. I. c. xxxiv.)



 

rate as oracles certain critics, who will not distinguish between

the probable and the certain. Less severe are they who con

found certainty with probability. It is not evident that Saint

Joseph was born to grace before he was born to the world,

but it is glorious to the Saint to conjecture it, and the more

so when great theologians do so, and even the prince * of

those who passed for good philosophers in other days, whether

more illustrious or more obscure. If we err on this point, we

may say with Saint Ambrose,f that the error sprang more

from piety than from hardihood.

The opinion which attributes to the foster-father of Jesus

the glory of antenatal sanctification was promulgated before

a general council by the most learned chancellor John Gerson,%

the master-spirit, as L'Advocat avers, of the stormy Coun

cil of Constance, which he attended on behalf of the court of

Versailles, and of the famous University of Paris. To this

great man the world is indebted, as Malatesta§ and Patrig

* " Cum htec doctrina et per se dignior et juenndinr, et ad pietatem magis sit

accommodate ; ot ut Aristoteles dixit, mehms sit de rebus altioribns vel pauca eonjec-

turare, quam inferiores eeriitudine etiam mathematica cognoscere "—"As this due-

trine is more worthy in itself, more pleasing, and better adapted to piety ; and as

Aristotle says, it is better even to conjecture a little about what is high, than to

know what i» inferior with even mathematical certainty." (SiJAREZ, Tum. II. Ft.

III. in pneftttione. )

t " Etso error, pietatis tamen error cst.'t—"If error, it is a pious one." (Sr.

AMRROSE, De Fide, Lib. V. nq>. ii.) .

J " Potest hzec dissimilitudet notari Josephum inter et Mariam), in hoc quod

Joseph post originale contractum, sanctificatus est in utero baptismo flaminis . . .

Sic in oiHcio Hierosolymitano de Joseph composite continetur."—" This dissimili

tude may be noted between Mary and Joseph, that Joseph, after contracting

original sin, was sanctified in the womb by the baptism of the Spirit." So it ia

declared in the Jerusalem office, composed for St Joseph. (GF.RsON, Sermo de \a-

tieitate Yiryinis ad Concilium Constantuense. Consid. IL Tom. 111. Ed. Autverp.

16O6, p. 1354.)

§ MALATRSTA, Vita di S. Giuseppe, cap. U.

 



 

nani 0 confjss, for the precious discovery of some pearls hid

den from us for fourteen centuries by the silence of the

ancient writers. Many great and able minds followed Gerson

in honoring the renowned hero to whom they devoted their

pens. Trombelli f does not adopt the opinion of these learn

ed men ; but, with his usnal discretion and modesty, pays

them the honor which their writings deserve. " Theologians

have not been wanting," says this learned critic, " who have

maintained that Saint Joseph was sanctified in his mother's

womb." Gerson, a name of great authority in theology, con

firms this grace by the Breviary of Jerusalem, in which he

says he read it. He is followed by Isidore Isolano,J who

by many arguments seeks to show the greater probability of

this opinion. Among moderns, Father Reiss§ adorns it,

and establishes it with many proofs, averring that this- opin

ion has not a few defenders, such as Carthagena,|| Diego de

Valencia, Theophilus, and Saint Chrysostom, cited by Isidore

Isolano, and finally Cornelius a Lapide,^[ whose express words

s E;rli (il Gerson) fu il primo, che scrivendo sopra nn soggetto si glorioso (S.

Gniseppe', venne a scoprire al mmndo una miniera di tante preziosissime marghe-

rite, onde fu arricchito da Diu lo Sposo della Vergiue Madre. (PATRIGNANI, Lib.

I cap. ii.)

t TROMRELLI, Pt. I. c. iv. n. 1.

! IEOLANO, Sianma dc donis S. Jostphi, Pt. I. cap. \x.

§ " Neqnaqnam puuci sunt pnesentis veritatis (id est premature sanctifioationis),

sive testes sive fautores."—" The wituesses or approvers of the present trnth are

by no means few." (F. REISS, s» Josephina Lucernensi, eloyio 2.)

|| ' ' u.i r: v;i N.\. Lib. IV. Hom. III.

H Sane si Dens post B. Virginem illud dedit, ejus spouso id ipsum non neirasae

videtur. (CoRNELics A LAPIDE, in Matt. cap. i.)

Father Trombelli states that he had in lus possession a copy of the nncient

breviary of Jernsalem, the original of which, written in the twelfth century, is

preserved in the librury of the Fathers of Snnta Maria Cortelandine, nocording

to the acconnt of Manzi, arehbishop of Lucca, who kindly sent the said copy to

Bologna ; it contained uo office or commemoration of St. Joseph. The authority
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t

I cite. They are : " Truly, if God gave this privilege of

antenatal sanctification to others beside the Blessed Virgin,

it seems impossible to deny that he gave it to her spouse : "

whom the eminent Suarez, a theologian no less prudent than

learned, declares to be greater than all the Saints of the

Old or New Testament." Such is the opinion of the Abate

Trombelli, who denies the correctuess of those who maintain

the antenatal sanctification of the most worthy spouse of the

Mother of God : as though it were a rule and law of criticism,

to deny the Saints all gifts that good conjectures make prob

able. For the present I have no answer to give, but the

judgment of another critic, Vincent Gravina,* a celebrated

Roman jurist, who says that critics already exceed their lim

its, and require a good check to restrain them, inasmuch as

they more frequently contradict from passion, or a desire of

reproving, than from a desire of letting the truth be known.

St. Augustine,f in cases similar to that which we are now dis-

of Ger*on is respected even by eritics of our day, and it would be wrong, on

the mere exi*tence of a stray copy, unanthorized by any authentic instrument, to

dispute his tilelity in citing documents before a General Council, composed of the

most learned scholars in every branch of erudition ; and we may add that Ger«>n,

as Patri.gnum observes, was a theologian, whose pen in that age soared above the

most famous in France, and that he lived in Paris, where, doubtless, were pre

served the true copies of that Breviary, which ho alleges to confirm the subject of

his discourse.

The Abate Trombelli confesses (Part II. ch. 2. n. 1.)\ as do the Continuntors

of Bollandus, that St. Joseph was honored in the Oriental churches, from the pri

mitive ages, so that it is not probable that Jerusalem, where the holy patriarch died,

would pass over his name completely.

* Critices liceatiam jam diu esse compressam oportuit. A deo enim emendando

eritiei modum excesserunt; ut non sit amplius id emendamli studium ; sed repre-

hendendi libido furorque rixoudi, Quo majris admiror eruditissimi Gncvii sobrie-

tatem, qui suis in notis eritienm acumen Philosophiffl modestia et veritatis amore

temperavit. (GRAVINA, Oriyin Jm-is Arilii. Ad cupitlum feyran jurrntut?rn. )

t " Si quis de aliquo Sancto affirmet, ran:qunm percusse non pronriis virihis sed

gratia et dono Deis nou multum esse cmm illo coatendmudum, sed si id sulticienter

 



 

 

cussing, was of the opposite opinion, and nevertheless deemed

worthy of praise those who with insufficient grounds teach

that any saint by the help of grace never sinned. And in

fact, when we speak of a saint who has none before him in

destiny, none to follow him in his ministry, we must give freer

license to the opinions and ideas wherewith we explain and

revere devotion which has at its command the treasures of

a Sovereign, who, by his most liberal omnipotence, exceeds

the idea which historians give us of an Alexander, when

they describe him as though he had no other gifts than

the attribute of munificence. God is so beneficent, that

not even human ingratitude, in its excesses, can withhold

the torrent of his ancient mercies.0 What grace can we

then concede to him, who was chosen to be a spouse to the

Mother of Jesus, and to replace the Father, with the Word

made man, whom he had to support with the labor of his

hands, and hold in his arms as tutor and gnardian of that

fountain of sanctity and divine example of purity ?

Such singular excellencies shine forth in Saint Joseph,

that they suppose in this Saint a great soul, superior to all

men, enlightened and beatified by celestial favors ; because

under these undoubted prerogatives are concealed others

which may be conjectured from 'the greatuess of the first.

All the privileges of the foster-father of Jesus are not, indeed,

expressed in the sacred writings, and the teaching and tradi

tion of the Holy Fathers, but we can deduce them from his

dignity, according to the text of the Roman oracle, which

ostendat, illi esse graralandmn."—" If any one affirms that any Saint never sinned,

attributing this not to his strength, bnt to the grace and gift of God, there u no

reason for opposing him greatly, and if he shows it sufficiently, we should thank

him." I SAINT AUGUSTINE, De Spiritu >t IfII' ra, cap. 2.)

* In whose hands are iniqnities, their right hand is filled with gifts. (Pa

xxv. 10.)

:fa

i
m
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bids us, in all cases and circumstances not expressed and

determined in the code, to decide on the gentler side, and

according to the merit of the person.*

The grounds which support the opinion favorable to the

anticipated sanctification of this great Saint, are his very

dignity and ministry, which are unequalled among creatures.

By this exalted dignity, Suarcz thinks him superior to the

Baptist, and to the Apostles ; f and if we credit Hyacinth

Scrri the Dominican, Suarez alone outweighs a whole uni

versity.:]: This illustrious Doctor says that Saint Thomas,

and the other writers who place Saint John the Baptist and

the Apostle at the head of all other saints, mu*.t be so under

stood as to admit Saint Joseph as an exception to the general

clauses in which the Holy Scriptures and the ancient writers

speak of saints of the first order.

This doctrine, which gives such clear light for conceding

the primacy to the most worthy spouse of the Mother of God,

serves also to argue favorably iu behalf of his antenatal sanc

tification. The Scripture does not speak of this privilege

with that explicituess and clearness, with which it sets forth

the grace which the Almighty bestowed on the Baptist, by

* In his vero, super quibus jus non invenitur expressum, proccdas (a-quitate

servatu) semper in hmmauiorem partem decliuando, secundum quod personas . . .

videris postulare.

t " Non potest doetrina D. Thomte universaliter intelligi, nt nullam liceat ex-

ceptionem facere. Quod si aliqua admittitur, non est cur temerurium, nut impro

bable censeatur, Sanctum Josephum excipere, enmque Apostolis comparure, vel

etiam prieferre, quia probabile est, Josephum perfectiorem gratiarn esse assecutuun,

quam Joanem Baptistam, quia excellentius munus habuissc videatur."—" St.

Thomas's doctrine cannot be taken universally, so as to admit no exception. -Bnt

if any is admitted, there is no reason for deeming it rash or improbable to except

St. Joseph, and equal or prefer him to the Apostles. for it is probable that Joseph

attained more perfect grace than St. John the Baptist, for his office was apparently

more excellent." (SuAREZ, Tom. II. Part. 111. Disp. 8. Sect. 2.)

I SERRV, in Pyrauiia.

taifc

 



 

sanctifying him in his mother's womb : but it is, perhaps,

because the very prerogatives of Saint Joseph leave scarce

any difficulty in establishing the privilege of that Saint who,

next to Mary, most nearly of all the blessed, approaches

Christ ; and whose ministry was so singular, that ho belongs

neither to the New Testament nor to the Old, but to the

author of both Testaments.0

Father Reis, a pious defender of all those privileges of

Saint Joseph which are not at variance with the Scriptures

and the traditions of the Holy Fathers, appeals to the tribu

nal of reason to show the probability of the privilege of being

sanctified in his mother's womb, which some deny the Holy

Patriarch. His argument is as follows : Saint Joseph was

chosen by a Lord of infinite wisdom to espouse the Virgin

Mother of Jesus. Whence we must suppose between these

spouses all that similarity which the sacred writings do not

oppose : that is, likeness in favors, and (excepting the happy

moment of Mary's conception) likeness in anticipated sanctifi-

cation, and in all those qnalities which make esponsals more

conformable to that divine decree, whereby God established

as a snitable condition, likeness between spouses,f The

Mother of God was immaculate in her Conception, and by

this grace enjoyed that most singular privilege, which, with

the common consent of the faithful, Saint John Damascenus

maintains : J and to begin with the primitive ages of the

* " Post Virginem Joseph propinquissime attigit Christum . . . Officium autem

Josephl non pertinnit ad novum Testamentum, neque proprie nd vetus, scd ad

ntriusque Auctorem." (SrAREZ, Tom II. Ft. III. Diep. 8, § 2.)

f Let us make him a help like unto hinuelf. (Gen. ii. 18.) And a poet tells

us :—

SI qna voles apto nobere, nube pari,

I Quoniam fnturnm erat, nt Pei genitrix et Viran ex Anna oriretur, nntura

gratise (irtum autevertere minime ausa est, vernm tant.isper expectavit, dmm gratia
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Church, we have the authority of Fathers and theologians,*

innumerable in their array, whose writings with expressions

and in a manner far removed from all uncertainty, evince

their evident meaning that Mary's purity was such that

she had no share in the fall of the first man. This mystery,

which the human mind cannot conceive nor the human voice

express, Antonio Mendoza, a Spanish priest, has extolled

in hymns to the Immaculate Conception of our Queen ; f

and the celebrated and pious geniuses of our nation, both in

books and in paintings, representing the Virgin Mary in the

first instant of her natural being, which for her was an instant

of grace, have engraved monuments of the piety and venera

tion which daily reigns more and more, not only in the sub

jects but in the Catholic sovereigns of the Spanish monarchy

now spread over the four quarters of the globe.J

fractum summ produxisset. " Since it was to be that the Virgin Mother of Goil was

to be born of Anne, nature did not dare to anticipate the embryo of grace, bnt

waited awhile till grace had prodnced its fruit." (ST. JOHN DAMASCENUS, De Vir

yinia MariiE Nativitate.)

* The Fathers and theologians, from whose words we gather that the Blessed

Virgin was conceived without original sin, may be peen in PLAZA, Camsa de In Im-

macahufa Concuptim ; [or later in PASSAOLIA, or the smaller treatises of LAMRRUS-

CHHNI, Polemical Dissertation, ULL.ATHORNE.]

t "En cuya valiente imagen,

De Dios. [llnccl 'sin ilefectos.

Sun tOtlOM l:it r .l;iol, * nit''' :|',

Bon todas las sombre Icjus."

J Although I might give almost infinite proofs of the affection to Mary Imma

culate in the first iustant of her Conception, I ahull only mention an engraving

issued in my own time at Rome by Miguel Gutierrez, a priest of Santiago, Guati-

mala. This beautiful engraving, applauded by all persons of good taste, bears the

famous text (Esthor xv. 73), by which the pious defenders of the dogma show

that the S;rouse of the Holy Ghost, and Mother of the King of heaven and earth,

prefi^urfl liv E«tht-r, wn- not included in the common and universal law enacted

against nil the posterity of the first man. Taking too the text, " Omues iu AUmu

,V|



 

Withont overstepping the limits which theology prescribes,

we may add with secure confidence that the child who in her

conception was destined to be the Mother of God and more

immaculate than her most pure spouse Joseph, was, as a great

work of the Almighty arm, a prodigy so new and singular,

that it never can be repeated, and we believe that she alone

was unstained by the gnilt common to the posterity of the

first man. Hence she beheld herself at the first instant of

her being enriched with the most admirable perfections and

privileges, raised above all the blessed, and made conformable

to the most eminent ideas of the Incomprehensible Wisdom.

From the moment, therefore, of her conception, she was the

object of the complacency of that Lord, who caused her to be

born of the race of David and the branch of Solomon, that

she might be the spouse of the purest and happiest of mortals

and Mother of the Sinless One.

To think thus of the Blessed Virgin Mary, is not to

angur from feeble conjectures her innocence and preservation

from the fault entailed on the progeny of Adam ; it is merely

to acknowledge the supreme dignity of a Mother whose

Immaculate Son, who was to be nothing less than the Man-

God, placed and represented her in the front of the firmament

and other first works of creation, and under the allegory of a

woman victorious over the serpent of Eden. ' Of a mother, I

repeat, whom the authors of the sacred books, separated from

each other by many centuries, differing in age, condition,

percnvernnt," used in former ages to oppose the mystery, he makes by an nnngram

" Peccamus ; nna Mater Dei non ; " and accompanies it by the epigram :

T,eiri qnid oppngner, qna ex conrtls oxlmor Rna?

Fa-daque cur flDgor, pulebrior unde probor?

which shows the exception contained in the law, of which some availed themselves

to combat the original grace of the Mother of God, and ever Virgin Mary.
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style, invention, order and union, who could not naturally

confront each other, or speak from concert, delineate by repre

senting in beautiful lines, her immaculate being, her perpet

ual virginity, her unsullied beauty, her excellent virtues, her

prerogatives and gifts above all mountains, that is, above all

the saints and heavenly spirits. So apt were the symbols

and figures, as the event showed, that it is necessary to con

fess that they are not the work of a mortal hand and art, but

designed and imprinted by the Divine Spirit, who wished to

show the world various portraits of the Mother of the prom

ised Liberator, and future spouse of that just man, prefigured

in the fortunes of that other Joseph, royal minister, and known

in the Egyptian monarchy by the title of Father of Pharaoh.

Singular was her privilege, and peculiar to the Queen of

the Sovereign Spirits, to the Mother of an Infinite Son ;

but except this grace, which is unequalled in its line, the other

pre-eminences appear common to the Virgin Mary and her

illustrious spouse Joseph : so that, examining the designs of

the Almighty who created them to be joined together in a

sacred espousal, we may confidently affirm that Joseph in

his soul and virtues was so clear and so accurate a copy of

the Virgin Mary, who was the original, that by merely seeing

it or recalling it to memory, we form a beautiful idea of the

features and virtues of his spouse, " to whom He that is

mighty did great things."

Segneri believes this likeness between the holy pair so

great and so general, that we may affirm that the future es

pousals with Mary caused Saint Joseph's sanctification before

his birth. To please those who delight in the sublime

thoughts of that great man, we give his words : " Joseph

was not a spouse who fell to Mary by chance, or whom our

Lady took blindly, as the Spartans foolishly did. He was a

spouse, whom God chose with most especial providence, and
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hence snited to all the laws of reason. It was proper, then,

that Joseph should resemble the Virgin, not only in royal

blood, but also in manners, mind, habits, tor none is ignorant

that the first gift sought in a spouse is similarity. Hence I

cousider not far from the truth some doctors who aver that

Saint Joseph was sanctified in his mother's womb," Segneri's

opinion has in its favor those of Gerson,0 Binet,f and the

authors cited by him, and coincides with a principle of Canon

Law which teaches us to form a similar judgment of similar

persons and things,^ when we know of no exception or diver

sity to defeat it.

If the likeness between spouses dictated by the laws of

prudence, is such as to persnade us that the real spouse of

Mary was sanctified before his illustrious birth, it must also

be a certain proof that the same sponse bears the mirror of

that Virgin's perfections and virtues for whom God created

him. Hence we may lawfully infer, that that great man,

who was chosen as a spouse of the Blessed Virgin, was not

only sanctified before appearing in the light of this world, but

was also favored with the use of understanding and free will,

which he consecrated to God in an action, termed by theolo

gians the baptism of fire, being that divine love wherewith

* " Sic decnit ut Maria tunta puritate niteret, sicut dicit Anselmns, qna sub Deo

major nequit intelligi, itu decnit, ut Joseph tanta pnerogativa polleret, quse simi-

litudinem ct convenientinm exprimeret talis sponsi ad talem sponsam, de qoa nutus

cst Jesus."—"As it behooved that Mary should shine with such purity, as Saint

Anselm says, that none can be conceived greater under Rod, so it behooved that

Joseph should enjoy such a prerogative as would express the likeness and fituess of

such a husband for snch a sponse of whom Jesus was born." (GEESON, Sermo de

Nativitale B. V. AT.)

t I find that we have suid nil, when we say, " Erat antem Joseph factus ad

similitudincm Virginis spousse suse."—"Joseph was made to the likeness of his Vir

gin spouse." (BlNET.)

J De similibus idem judicium habendum. Cap. Cum inter incorporalia.

 

 



 

rational creatures love their Creator. This similarity to the

Blessed Virgin in loving God before birth, was seen by great

theologians * in Saint John the Baptist, and consequently in

Saint Joseph, as in a Saint to whom both in glory and in the

privileges of grace, his ministry and dignity give advantages

over all the other blessed.f Nor can we believe that God,

who is, I will not say prodigal, but most liberal of his favors,

will deny the guardian and foster-father of his only begotten

Son made man, the grace which he freely conceded to another

saint, who was not of so eminent a dignity nor so supreme a

ministry. From the same motive we shall say, that the foster-

father of Jesus, the head and in some sort the superior of

the Blessed Virgin and of Christ J as man, was confirmed in

grace the instant he had the use of reason, by an extraordi

nary favor of Heaven. By the special confirmation in grace,

like that which the Almighty conferred on the Blessed Virgin

Mary, Saint Joseph beheld himself freed at least from those

venial faults and defects, which are committed with full lib

erty. This appears probable in a person adorned with so

many singular favors, and chosen by God for his Mother's

spouse ; as most worthy of the Immaculate Virgin Mary and

like her in purity and perfection of life. § The privilege of

* SUAREZ, Tom If. in 3 ft. Di*p. 3, art. 3.

t " In hue igitur cmmparatione non existimo ease temerarium neque improlm-

bile ; sed piurn potius et verisimile, se quia fortatse opinetur, Sanctum hunc rcli-

quos omues in gratia ac beatitudine antecellere ; quia ex Seriptura nihil est, quod

repugnet nee in Pntribus nliquid reperio."—" In this comparison I do not think it

rush or unprobable, but rather pious and probable, if any one thinks that Saiat

Joseph excelled all others, in grace and beatitude, because I find nothing in Serip

ture, or the Holy Fathers, repugnant to it." (SCAREZ, Tum II. in 3 1't. Di.y. 8,

§2.)

J Ex pnedicata radice ortum est, ut B. Joseph aliquo modo fuerit capnt et

Superior Virginis et Christe ut hominis. (SuAREZ.)

§ " Joseph fuit super homines puros similis Virgini glorioste."—" Joseph
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avoiding by a special grace of heaven, every kind of sin, is

conceded to Saint John the Baptist by grave theologians,

who rely on the authority of Saint Augustine 0 and a hymn

of the Church ;f and I think that these Doctors, whose argu

ments pass for solid with Snarez, will not deny the same fa

vor to Saint Joseph, when the reasons in his case are at least

eqnal, if not superior.

Nor do jurists seek other causes than eqnality or advan

tages in their motives for the extension of a privilege. J The

Emperor Justinian, speaking of another kind of defects, says,

in his code, that to be sinless is more divine than human.§

This text and others more anthorized do not deprive Saint

was above all pure men. like the glorious Virgin." (GERSON, Sermo de Nati».

B. V. M.")

* " Prsesertim cum Divus AugustInus, qni constantius et frequentius docct,

nullum hominem posse vitare orania peccata, interdum dicet. >Si qnii doceat, a'.i-

quemfnisx qni non ex viribiu liberi arbilr'i, sed einyuiari yratia privileyio iUa vitace-

rit nee temerr, nee perniciose errarc " (Lib. do Spiritu et Littera, cap. II.), et Atha-

nasins, sermone qnarta contra Arianum dicat : " Quosdnmfnixsc puna omni crimine,"

—" Especially as Saint Augustine, who constantly and frequently teaches that no

man can avoid all sins, sometimes says : ' If any teach that there has been one,

who, not by the strength of free will, bat by a singular privilege of grace, has

avoided all sin, he has not erred rashly or pernicionsly ; ' and Saint Athanasius

says : ' Some were pure from every crime." " (SUAREZ, Tom. II. in Pt. 3. disp.

xxrv. § 4.)

t Antra desertl toncris sub annis,

Civinra turmas, fugiens, petistl

No lev! posses macularo vltam,

Crimine lingne.

In caves of the lone wilderness thy yonth

Thon hiilest, shunning tho rnde throng of men,

And gnarding the pure treasure of thy sonl.

From the least tonch of situ

J Qnando ratio concedendi seque, vel magis in aliis reperitur, extenditur privi-

legium. When the reason exists eqnally or more in others, the privilege is con

ceded. (ScHSORREMRERG, in enp. Odin Testrinyi de reffulujuris in sexto.)

§ Penitus in nullo peccare, diviaitatis maijis qnam mortalitatis est. (Leye

Tanta, § 2, 14 c.)
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Joseph of the rare perfection and singular purity of his life :

because this Saint must for his dignity, and for that especial

grace wherewith the Almighty arm enriched him, be consid

ered as an exception from general clauses. Joseph, spouse

of Mary, and foster-father of Jesus, was also a soul like the

Mother of God in virtues, and to be so, it was proper that he

should have heroic virtues, on which all that is rare and sin

gular should be resplendent ; for as even a pagan philosopher

could say, he is not a great man who has not raised himself

above what is merely human, or done more than other men.

This greatness the world began in some sort to sec in that

first Joseph, so applauded as uneqnalled in his birth : 0 for if

he was great and the most distingnished among the sons of

Jacob, he owed it to the spouse of the Mother of Jesus, whom

the Almighty appointed him to represent, as well in his birth

as in his exalted fortunes. On the other hand this purity of

life, which betrayed none of the defects common to men,

when they are not specially favored by Heaven, is a point, in

which the error, if any, is neither rash nor pernicious in the

judgment of Saint Augustine : f and if the opinion is upheld

by solid arguments, it redounds to the glory of Jesus and

Mary, who thus had, the one a foster-father, J the other § a

spouse of the highest perfection.

Ancient writers, although they all spoke honorably of

Saint Joseph, nevertheless, withheld their pens from treat-

* " No man was born upon the earth like . . . Joseph." (Ecclesiasticus six.

16.) " Respondeo hsec figuraliter dici de illo Josepho, qnatenus figura fnit nostri

Mnrise sponsi."—" I answer that this was said figuratively of that Joseph, as far as

he was a figure of our Joseph, the spouse of Mary." (SEDELMAYR, num. 978.

Theoloyics Mariana.")

f ST. ACOUSTINE, already cited.

J "The glory of children are their fathers." (Prov. xvii. 6.)

§ " Tumdiu clarissima fcemina erit, qnandiu Senatori nupta cst vel clarissimo,"

is a maxim of the civil law. (lxyc Fcemina 8, de Senatoribus.



 

ing any privileges of this Saint, either because they sup

posed them, as consequences of his excellent dignity placed in

the hypostatic order, or because Heaven, by an adorable provi

dence, reserved for these later times discoveries as to his sanc

tity and virtues, which are every day better illustrated by the

productions of numberless men of genius, who, animated by

the frnitful greatuess of the hero whom they describe, have

devoted themselves to unfold to the world, what the silence

of the ancients left hidden and concealed, like a rich treasure,

under the incomparable dignity of foster-father of Jesus and

spouse of the Queen of the Blessed. Among other writers we

may name in North America, Doctor John Joseph Egniara,0

matin professor of scholastic theology, and chancellor of the

University of Mexico, and bishop elect of Yucatan, and the

eminent divine, Father Anthony Peralta, professor in the col

lege of Saint Peter and Saint Paul in the same city,f who

show in their works, that amid the rich treasures and prodi

gies of fertility and abundance in that climate, and the

benign influence of that sky, geniuses arise as radiant as

gold ; who are unesteemed only because strangers, ignorant

of those fertile American realms, imagine that all the culture

and perfection of rational nature is limited to some parts of

Europe.

Amid these writers who have devoted their pens to the

prerogatives of Saint Joseph, are some who not only defend

his rare heroic sanctity, but, moreover, conjecture that by

an especial privilege of the Almighty, wishing to choose

him for the highest post, he was born free from concupis

cences which are the cruel incentives of sin, and it appears

that Saint Augustine, whose words we shall hereafter cite,

* DOCTOR EGUIARA, Tom. I. 22. Theoloyicarnm, Tractate de Divo Joseph.

t P. ANTONIUS PERALTA, Dissertatio dc Sancto Josrplio.

 



 

inclined to this mode of argument, when he said that the

greater purity of Saint Joseph was a confirmation of the pa

ternity to which the Infinite Wisdom destined him.

Some critics,* zealous, as they aver, of the public weal,

who pretend to regulate devotion, and prevent piety from

passing certain limits, do not admit the privilege of exemp

tion from the war of the passions : but yet even they, repress

ing the outbursts of their criticism, at the glorious exam

ples which they find in Saint John the Baptist, and the

angelic youth Saint Aloysius,f allow us to believe that the

most pure spouse of the Immaculate Virgin had all his pas

sions subject to the sway of reason, and so repressed, that

they had no power or strength to offend or disturb the most

pure Patriarch ; especially from the hour when he celebrated

his espousals with the Mother of purity. This favor, if not

absolutely certain, is at least most suited to a man of such

exalted purity of soul and body, so much so that solid writers

have felt themselves bound to say,% that he was more of an

angel than a man in the whole course of his life ; that by his

dignity and ministry he acquired a calm of soul and serenity

of heart corresponding to the family with which he dwelt.§

* Appunto pere renderlo sposo degno di Maria Santissima, bastera a tal fine,

que ammetiamo la concupicenza repressa, ct per sevirmi della frase de gli scolastici

leyata s domt, allor qunndo dovea contrarc gli sponsali con Maria o al meno non

molto prima. (TROMRF.L.LI, Pt. 1. e. 6. n. 7.)

t As he was declared by the Roman Rota in these words : " Aloysius nunquam

stimulos carnis passus es."—" Aloysius never felt the stings of the flesh."

Life of Si Aloyiius.)

J Cornelius a Lapide. Cap. I, in Utatth.

§ Quanta enim quilibet prso est melioribus, tauto major ip»e et houestior est.

(Authentic. tit. 2 de Dejeasoribui tivtt Navel. 15.)

 



 

OF THE B1RTHPLACE OF ST. JOSEPH, AND THE AVOCATION WHICH

HE FOLLOWED.

-,- MYRNA, for the love of that glory which great men

•rive the site of their birth, disputes with other famous

cities the credit of having given birth to Homer, the

prince of Grecian poets.0 With better reason m:iy

Bethlehem of Juda and Nazareth maintain this

glorious contest as to Saint Joseph, the most illustri

ous hero produced by Judca, mother of illustrious

men, who show posterity its ancient glories by the splendor

of their lives. Bethlehem, otherwise called Ephrata (which

signifies a fertile or abundant spot), is a town or city, small

indeed in the number of its bnildings and inhabitants, but

eminent for the birth of princes who yield to none in anti

* Homernm Colophiunii civeti esse dicunt snum : C1iii snum vindicunt : Sala-

mi.iii repetnut : Svmrmci vero snum cs-«. enufirmant . . . Permulti alii pneterea

pugnant inter se utque contendunt. (CictEo.)

 

 



 

quity of noble origin : * not content with the fame and glory

which it acquired by the birth of the Mcssias, our Divine

Redeemer, it numbers among its sons and citizens Saint

Joseph also ; thus giving the same birthplace to the foster-

father and his adopted son. To uphold its pretensions this

city puts forward a book entitled : " The Gospel of the birth

of Mary," which dates back to the primitive ages of Chris

tianity, and the traditions of the ancient Egyptians or Copts

preserved in a life of Saint Joseph, which was written by

the early oriental Christians. These documents taken

generally, and without reference to particular points in them,

are rejected by critics as apocryphal and of no authority, so

that they caunot be advanced alone as proof, even of facts,

acknowledged not to be fabulous.

Calino . thinks that Bethlehem was not the birthplace of

Saint Joseph, but the place in which his family arose, and

for this reason the saint styled himself of Bethlehem, because

in Juda each one was compelled to appear in person and give

his name, not in the city where he lived, or where he was

born, but in that which gave birth to the family from which

he descended. As the Blessed Virgin and her spouse were

then of the family of David, they came to Bethlehem of

Juda to give their names, and by this act declare themselves

subjects of the Roman Empire.f Trombelli to some extent

adopts the same opinion as Calino, and proposes it as follows :

* Michteas (v. 2), says that Ssthlrhem is the least, that is, if we cousider the

buildings, citizens, population ; but it is " by no means the least," if we consider

the princes who came or were to come from it. (TiRi.Nes.)

t Nella Guidea ognuno era obligate a dare personalmente il nome non nella

cittu, dove tbitava o dove era nato ; ma nellu fitta d' onde era orionda In sum

famiglia. E perche Maria Vergine e S. Giuseppe suo sposo erano della famiglin

di David?, e oriondi di Betleme, qua vennero a dar il nounme, e con tal ommagio

a profeesarsi suggetti all' Imperio Rmmuno. (CALINo, Tom. IV. Lib. III. cap. 1 .)
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Nazareth in the gospel of Saint Luke is called the city of

Mary and Joseph : which undoubtedly shows, that city was

either his birthplace, or at least that in which he had taken

up his abode.0 Nazareth was in those days a small city,

and as the erudite Tirinus writes, about two leagues distant

from Mount Thabor, in Lower Galilee, and within the limits

of the tribe of Zabulon. The tribes after the sad captivity

of Babylon became intermingled, and abandoned the ancient

order and divisions established and marked by distinct boun

daries, either to people the promised land, or to escape the

wars constantly waged on them by foreign nations. Hence

the tribe of Juda extended its possessions over other tribes ;

and in this way Saint Joseph had a house in the city of

Nazareth, a dwelling which, transported by the ministry of

angels to the march of Ancona, in the states of the Church,

on the shores of the Adriatic, is now, according to a constant

tradition of five centuries, venerated under the name of the

Holy House of Loretto.

Nazareth, and in general all Galilee, was a despised

country ; and without any other reason than their coming

from it, the Galileans were reputed a vile and useless race.

Father Calino also affirms that there is nothing to show

whether the house of Nazareth, in which the Divine Word

became incarnate, was an inheritance which descended to the

Blessed Virgin from her parents, or a possession of Saint

Joseph : f but Saint John Chrysostom J and Saint Thomas

s N'azareth pure si chiama citta di Maria e di Giuseppe. (Luc. ii. 2fl.) II che

fuor di dubbio indiea o la loro patria o almeno la stabile loro residenza. (Tno.M-

RELLI, Part. I. cap. iii. n. 1.)

t Se la casa di Nazareth, dove prese carne umana il Verbo Eterno, fosse di S.

Giuseppe, e si Maria cola abitasse, come in casa del suo sposo ; o pure fosse di

Maria, et Giuseppe cola abitasse, come credita della Mia sposa in verita nol sap-

piamo (CALINO, IV. Lib. III. cap. i.)

J " Hunc qnippe morem plernmque tonebat antiqnitas, ut spousse in sponsornm
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Aquinas * gay that it belonged to Mary's most holy spouse :

and that the Virgin dwelt there, it being the Hebrew cus

tom for the wife to go and take up her residence in the

house of her husband.

Notwithstanding all this, it seems more in accordance wi.h

the gospel that Bethlehem of Juda was Saint Joseph's birth

place. This is the opinion of Saint John Chrysostom, who

clearly says that Saint Joseph and Mary were natives of

Bethlehem, and that leaving their native city, they went to

Nazareth, where they took up their abode, f

Of the occupation of the foster-father of Jesus, we have

no authority but that light with which the common consent

of men enlightens us. From the gospel alone it is evident

that the Jews called Christ the mechanic's son, without

designating his particular trade, or telling us what specifi

cally is meant by the term fabri filius, " son of the artisan." J

Some think that by this word, which means " he who fabri

cates," may be understood the Almighty Father who wrought

the Aurora and the sun. The word may well bear this sig

nification which is given it by Saint Jerome,§ Saint Tho

domibus haberentur, quod nunc qnoque fieri interdum videmus."—"In ancient

times it was generally the case that the wife was received into the house of the

spouse, as we see sometimes even now." (ST. CHRYSOSTOM, Hom. IV. in Matth.)

* ST. THOMAS, in Pi. 3, q. 29, art. 1. ad. 1.

t " Itaque cum Joseph et Maria cives Bethleemitte relicta patria, in Nazareth

vitam instituisseat ct illic commorarentur."—" Therefore Joseph and Mary, citi

zens of Bethlehem, leaving their native place, took up their abode at Nazareth and

resided there." (ST. JOHN CHRYSOSTOM, Tom. II. Hom. 31, in Servataris Nostri

Jem Christi diem natalem.) i

J Matthew xiii 55.

§ " Vere enim erat Blins fabri, quia per ipsum in principle omnia fecit, qui fa-

bricatua est Auroram et solem, Ecclesiam scilicet primitivam et sequentem."—

" For he was indeed the son of a worker, because by him in the begiuning he did

nil things, who wrought the Dawn and the Sun, that is, the primitive and later

Church.'' (ST. JEROME, cited by Cardinal Huyo.)



 

mas, 0 and Saint Ambrose or Saint Maximus, to whom the

monks of St. Maur attribute the sermon on the birth of Christ,

which before the examination of these critics was ascribed to

Saint Ambrose ; f but I do not believe that the Jews had

such lofty thoughts ; on the contrary, it appears very certain

that the Jews spoke of a mechanical trade, such as %yas

usnal among the common people. The commentators and

theologians divided into various opinions, pretend to say what

the. Jews omitted or expressed but generally. Some imagine

that Jesus and Joseph his supposed father worked in, silver

and gold.^ Baptist, the Mantnan, a flowery poet, who made

Cannel a new Parnassus, and in the fifteenth century restored

Latin poetry to its ancient splendor, carried away evidently by

the impulse of his poetic inspiration, wrote in elegant verses

that Saint Joseph used the chisel with such skill and ability,

that Myron, Praxiteles, and Phidias himself would have

applauded his sculpture. This passes for an extravagant

opinion, the fancy of a poet, who, without citing authorities,

relates as real facts what might have happened, or he is

pleased to suppose really happened, and it is therefore unne

cessary for us to examine his opinion seriously, much as we

may admire his genius.§

* Quamvis etiam dici possit films fabri, qni fabricatus est Auroram et Solem

(Sr. THOMAS, in Matt. xiii. 55.) And more clearly St. Augustine, or the author

of the Sermon on the Nativity, cited by St. Thomas.

t SAINT AMRROSE, Serm. 4 and (i, in Matlir. Domini.

I See Calmet, Dictionary of the Bible (rrrfto Joseph), where he says: Cnnlinal

llnirn (in Murk vi.', calls him a goldsmith, but does not condemn the opinion that

he was a carpenter.

Ipsc Myron landassot opus, Innnnsset et ipse

Pmxiteles. nee Fhiriinco cessisswt honor!

seu ferrnm, son mallet ebur, sou wiulpere cedram

Promptus erat.

BAFT. MANTUANUS, Purihen, Lib, III.
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Others, showing loss favor to Saint Joseph, noble as he

was, give him the painful trade of hlacksmith, with no author

ity but the word " faber," by which the Jews explained the

occupation of the father of Jesus : because, they say, that this

word " faber," without any other noun to determine its gen

eral signification, means " a blacksmith ; " just as juriscon

sults and even legislators usually express the species by the

name of the genus.* This opinion is maintained by Saint

Leanderf and Saint Isidore,J and may be confirmed by the

custom in Italy, where the word " fabro," used without any

qualifying word, means a smith. Saint Ambrose, following

* Areessatnrfattf, nt istas eivnpedos tlbi adimnm.

u Let a smith be brought to take off thy fetters."

PLAUTUS, Capi. III. v. 75.

Mollibus c stratls opera aafnbrilia surgit.

" From downy couch he Lies him to tbe fortre."

^ENEID, VIII. 415.

As for jurists, see Vinnins De Ailoptimabus.

The poets cited for the use of the word fiber are not an absolute proof ; a«

from the exigency of the metre, they sometimes take the genus for the species ;

and if the privilege is not conceded, we may say that fubrr means smith in their

verses, from the rest of the phrase, or the person whom they describe, being other

wise known to be a smith. Jurists usually apply the generic term to the species,

but in that case they give notice of the fact, and are forced to use it from the in

finite variety of matters treated of, and the want of words for each particular spe

cies. This is not the case in the matter which we ure now considering, as words

were not wanting to determine specifically the trude meant by the word faber, or

the corresponding Greek word.

t Certe Joseph faber ferrarius fuisse legitur. (Sr LEANDER, De Instit. Viry.

cap. 14.) " Surely Joseph was as we read a smith." This text of St. Leander

shows what we asserted, that another word was always added to faber to con

vey the meaning of smith.

J Faber a faciendo feirum impositum nomen habet. (Isrooncs, Erymolog. Lib.

xix. cap. 6.)

The use of the worAfabro in Italy is not conclusive, as we are now speaking of

another language, in which words have their own peculiarities of meaning, given

by the will of men, on whom the signification of words depends.
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Theophilus of Antioch * assigns to Saint Joseph the profes

sion of architect, inasmuch as the word used by the sacred

Evangelists, may well mean a master or builder who directs

the construction of a house.f If the foster-father of

Jesus pursued these different employments, it redounds to

his skill and ability, and shows his talent for all. This

too may have been meant by the Jews when they called

Christ the carpenter's son ; the word carpenter being used as

synonymous with all employments. The truth is as Suarez

observes, J that hitherto no one has established by solid and

irrefragable arguments what was the profession and employ

ment of Saint Joseph ; nor indeed can any proof be given but

the universally received opinion of men, founded on a tradi

tion, which though it does not prove the employment to evi

dence, yet renders it at least probable. I do not hereby,

however, mean to accept all the writings in which this tradi

tion is according to some preserved.

I am aware that others,§ even among modern critics, base

their opinion on the books entitled " The Protevangelion of

James, " and the " Gospel of the Infancy ; " but these being

apocryphal and full of fables, cannot give authority to the

traditions which they contain, and if they are occasionally

cited by Origen, St Epiphanius, and other Fathers of the

primitive church (as we see by the prologue of Fabricius to

* CALMET, Comment in Watt. xii. 35. " Ambrosins (in Luc. Ill \ inquit .lose-

phum vacasse evellendis, ctedendisque arborihus, domibus tedificandis, nliisque

idgenus operibus : quod ex Theophilo Antiocheno mutuatus."—" Ambrose says,

that Joseph was engaged in taking up, and felling trees, building houses, and the

like ; this he derived from Theophilus of Antioch.''

t TsETuv, arohitectus, structor, ledificator. (SCHREVELIUS, Laricon ) A builder,

worker in wood, rarely in metal, a master of any art, a planner, a poet. (LiDDELI.

AND SCOTT.)

J SUAREZ. Tom. II. in 3 part. /K,p. 8. Sect. nltima.

§ TROMRELI.L Life of St. Joseph, Pt. I. cap. 34.



 

the Protevangelion), they are never cited as the sole grounds

on which they rely, nor do I believe that they are ever cited

by them in support of any point held fabulous by the com

mon consent of critics of sound judgment. Calmet alleges

them * to decide the controversy as to Saint Joseph's occu

pation ; but he notes their want of authority, and cites them

as conformable to ancient, well received tradition. The same

opinion must be entertained of the works of the ancient

Egyptians or Copts and other oriental Christians not Catho

lics, in which it is stated expressly that the foster-father of

Jesus followed the carpenter's trade. The continuers of Bol-

landus f in this matter rely on these books, as being confor

mable to the most constant tradition, as we see by the dia

logue of Saint Justin the martyr.^ by the ancient documents

published by the most learned Canon Mazzochi,§ by Saint

IV

* Non nnctoritatem moror horum opernm, sed vetustatem et veteris receptie

traditionis testimonium. (CALMET, Dissertatio in S. Josephum.)

t " Kulendaria Coptica ad vigesimam diem Julii feetmm S. JoSephi referunt, et

in eo quidem, quod apud Seldenun est, lihro de Synedriis Hebrteorum ad caleem

expressmn additur; fabri lignurii."—" The Coptic calendars on the 20th of July,

celebrates the feast of St. Joseph, and in the book De Synedriis Hehneoruun in

Selden, it is expressly added : fabri lignurii—carpenter." (AtTA SANCTORUM PAPE-

BROCHHUS, ad 19 March. Comment. Histor. de S. Joseph, §11.)

J JUSTIN MARTYR. Dialogue with Trypho. (Edition St. Muur 186. Cologne

316 , says: "Jesus, Joseph fnbri li^narii films haberetur . . . aratra et juga con-

ficiens."— " Jesus was regarded as the Son of Joseph, a worker in wood . . . mak

ing ploughs and yokes."

The Leipsic editors (supp. ad nova actu), in reply to Anthony Sandino, who

cited this text, allege, that the original Greek of Justin has merely a word which

may mean either worker in iron or worker in wood. But I think they err, because

the reference to ploughs and yokes, shows that Justin meant to convey the idea of

a carpenter.

§ MAZZOCFH de Ascia, Annot 247. " Venio ad Evangeliumlnfantiie celebre in

primordio Ecclesite, in quo inter carbones, hand raro et gemmas reperias."—" I

now come to the fiospel of the Infancy, famous in the early Church, m which,

amid cinders, you not unfrequently find a gem."

 

il
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Basil,0 by the author of the imperfect work on Saint Mat

thew, formerly attributed to Saint' John Chrysostom, but

now regarded as of an ancient Latin author, worthy of praise

except in a few expressions unfavorable to the divinity of the

Word. Saint John Chrysostom is for the same opinion,f

because, speaking of the mechanics termed faber in Latin, he

says that they made ploughs, yokes, cars, and other things of

wood.

Mazzochi attributes the same opinion to Hippolytus of

Thebes, but in this author we find merely words signifying

an artificer, without determining the nature of the work ; in

asmuch as hitherto they have failed to prove that men by

common consent, on which the meaning of words depends,

used the word faber to signify carpenter. It is true that

sometimes general words, for some special reason are made to

denote particular individuals ; thus rhetoricians by the word

" the apostle " mean St Panl, by " the poet," Virgil ; but

this mode of speech is admitted by the common consent of

men, and we have no proof of such consent in the case of the

Greek word in question. That word, and its Latin eqniva

lent in the Vulgate, must be considered common terms, unless

joined to other words which determine their signification.

We see this by the commentaries on the Gospels made from

the origin of the church among the Greeks, cited by Maz

zochi, where another word is always added when they wish to

convey the idea that Saint Joseph was a carpenter. J

 

* ST. P \* > 1 . Hamlia de hia

t ST. CHRYSOSTOM, apud Canonictan Maiaochi de dedicat. eub ascia anaat. 3f,9.

" Inter orientales Evangeliornm interpretationes Syriacam omnium autiqnis-

sinmm esse, et ad Ecelesuc nascentis primonlia referri, eamdemque ad GITCIMS

codices elaboratam fnisse, nemo ambigit. Ibi tum apud Matthseum, tum apud

Mnreum pro vocabulo Grsece vox Nayra appenditur, qna! sine controversia fubrnin

lignarium significat . . . Ut et Arabs ibidem habet : Eben alnayiar, ligna seenntis,
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Cornelius a Lapide * and other eminent defenders of this

idea, add this conjecture in its favor. Christ followed the

same occupation as Joseph his foster-father : and who is igno

rant that Jesus followed the trade of a carpenter ? Our

Lord shows this, in the sermons which he made as well

to his apostles as to the people, in which he often uses

metaphors or similitudes drawn from the plough, the yoke,

and other articles made by carpenters ; f for nothing in the

world is more common than for men to use in conversation

the terms of the art or science which they profess.

" This conjecture," says Trombelli, " I do not despise ;

but I do not deem it an argument of much weight ; for by the

same reasoning we may prove that Christ was a farmer from

his use of the words ploayh and yoke. Another conjecture

weighs more in my estimation ; and it is that the celebrated

Hardouin, who made it a point to differ from received opinions

and walk by untrod paths, commenting the text of Saint

Matthew, says expressly that Saint Joseph was a carpen

ter.'> +

Others pretend to prove Saint Joseph's business by the

aive fabri lignarii films. Has vero duas interpretationes tantmudem esse, ac

Orientis totms consensionem, tum de notione Evangelicl, turn de Nazarethicte fami-

lite ortificio, nemo non videt."— "No one doubts but that the Syriac is the most

ancient oriental version, and mast be ascribed to the earliest period of the Church,

nor that it was made from Greek manuscripts. Both in Matthew and Mark it

gives Nayra, for the Greek word, and this word indisputably means carpenter . . .

The Arabic too has Eben alnayiar, son of a wood-cutter, or carpenter. Every one

will see that these two versions show the consent of the East as to the meaning of

the Gospel, and the occupation of the family of Nazareth. (MAZZOCHI, Ils Aseia,

Annot, 348.)

* It is a common opinion that Christ was a carpenter, as St. Thomas teaches

after St. John Chrysostom. (A LAPIDE, in Matt. xiii. 55, and Mark vi. 3.)

t Take my yoke upon yon (Matt. ix. 29.) My yoke is sweet. (Matt. is. 30.)

Ko man putting his hand to the plough and looking back. (Luke is. 62.)

J TRUMUELLL Pt. 1, ch. !U, num. 27-30.



 

 

ancient images and paintings which portray him in 'the occu

pation of a carpenter. Pictures, if we consider them criti

cally, are very much like books ; 0 and like them, generally

speaking, are not always admitted as testimony of facts, and

moreover the testimony of painters is lessened from the fact

that they have in some sort lost their anthority by the license,

which they with the poets often take, of painting blindly. It

is certain that some pictures are symbolical, and purposely

made so ; more to represent some mystery than to portray any

real fact ; and others are mere creations of the fancy of the

artist. One example will suffice to show fully the freedom

and uncriticalncss of the artist's pencil : Saint Jerome, who

• flourished in the first ages of the church, is painted with the

insignia which Cardinals began to wear in the thirteenth

century.f

For this and similar reasons paintings cannot always be

cited as proof of ancient things ; hence we recur to other

sources which have preserved the tradition of the employment

of the foster-father of Jesus. We must however remark with

the learned Trombelli, that the holy patriarch had no public

shop for the pursnit of his calling ; but exercised it privately

at home, and, as snited a person of his character, in silence

and aloof from men.^

Even had the most noble spouse of Marv publicly exer

cised this business, it would not affect his honor, nor obscure

his illustrious lineage ; at least in those days, when among

* Qnid est pictura qnam picta sen viva scriptura ? quam picta historia ? (Mo-

LANUS, lliitoria pielurarnm.)

t MOLANUS.

J " Tile shop of Joseph was not common to many, hut reserved to himself and

the child Jesus; this is most prohahle, as Joseph was most retired and pimin, and

such gifts ill accord with many living and Inhering together." (TROMRF.IXI, Pt.

1, eh. 2. numb. 14.)

V

 



 

 

the Jews it was not inconsistent with nobility to work in

wood, nor was feeding flocks an obscurity of that splendor

which distinguished the Hebrew patriarchs and kings amid

the people.* Perhaps for this reason those authors who treat

of nobility have not accorded or agreed as to its definition.

Aristotle conceives nobility as a glory founded on illustrious

ancestors.")" Boethius places it in the esteem and praise due

those who spring from ancestors of high merit.^ -A- juriscon

sult of great fame deems noble to mean one of virtue and

wealth.§ Among the early Romans poverty, at times, sufficed

to make even senators and knights descend to the order and

class of plebeians ; and at others, the husbandman left his

pl.mgh to assume the lofty post of consul.|| Among the

Jews Besaleel, who like Joseph was of the tribe of Juda, was

the workman who made the tabernacle.^" These examples

give us light and argument to refute Celsus and the here-

siarchs who reduce the Mother of God to the lowest order of

the populace, from the mechanical employment of her most

holy spouse Joseph.**

* " Patriarchs greges paverunt, et Petrus piscatoris gessit omcinun."—" The

patriarchs fed flocks, and Peter was a fisherman." (ST. FRucruoses, in Reyula

Communi, ch. 9.)

f Nobilitas est claritas majorum. (ARISTOTLE, Rhetoric, v. 51.)

J Nobilitas est laus veniens exmeritis majorum. (BtETHies, De Con«olaiione

Pkilotoph. III. 6.)

§ Nobilitas est virtus conjuncta cum divitiis. (TtUAQCEL, De Nobilitate, cap. 2.)

|| If from loss of property, the income was lessened, a senator would by the

Censor's order, pass to the Equestrian rank, if he had a knight's income; bnt if

his property did not suffice for this, he descended to the plebeians ... In early times

not only the lowest order, but senators and patricians, when not at war, and all

was quiet at home and abroad, devoted themselves to agriculture ; so that Dicta

tors and Consuls were called from the plough. (GuAvixA, De ortu

juris cirilis.)

T[ Exodus xxxvii. 1.

** See SEDELMF.VER, Thedoyia Mariana, Pt. 1. q. 3. art. 2. numb. 156.



 

OF THE ESPOUSALS OF SAINT JOSEPH WITH THE BLESSED VIRGIN,

AND HIS AWE AT THE TIME.

 

IRECTLY after the Blessed Virgin reached the

age when, according to the Hebrew ritnal, she was

to leave the temple, the priests, as her father was

dead, settled on her state of life. They met to

deliberate and resolve the subject, and by light

from on high, decided that she should marry one of the same

tribe and family ; on which none was found better qnali

fied than Joseph, as in him were combined in an exceeding

degree, all the qnalities worthy of so singular a virgin. This

is the account given in the ancient narratives cited by the

learned Francis Snarez.0 By the resolution of this assembly,

* " Sacerdo'es vero iniisse oonsilium, qnid de sacro illo corpore statuerent . . .

Tnnrtam vero diviua inspirutione et instinctu derrovisse, earn trudore nomine tiis-

pens;irionis cnidatu vir > nd rusr>»Iiendam eius virfrinimtem Muneo : qunlis .losi-ph

ex eailenn tamili.i et tribu inveatus et existituatus eat. Ita iere Ureijorius Ny»se

 



 

the most august among the Jews, were decided the espousals

of the Blessed Virgin with the step-son of Mathon and first

born of Jacob, and the marriage was celebrated with the con

sent of the spouses and the agreement of the families, which

were the formalities required in wedlock in Israel : adding

the ceremony of the nuptial ring, which the man put on the

woman's finger iu the presence of two wituesses, with these

words : " Receive this ring, whereby thou art my wife,

according to the rite of Moses and Israel." * The Bollandists

relate that the ring which Saint Joseph gave the Blessed Virgin

is preserved at Perugia, a place happier in the possession of

this treasure than for its antiquities. This Perugia is a city

of Umbria, belonging to the dominions of the Church, and on

the borders of the territory of the Grand Duke of Tuscany.

Those who are convinced that the Hebrews used a gold ring

in spousals, express no doubt as to the matter of the ring

venerated at Perugia.f

The Blessed Virgin certainly contracted a true and per

fect marriage with Saint. Joseph, as Suarez, citing all the

theologians of his time, teaches ; otherwise the gospel would

not say that Jesus was reputed to be the son of Joseph.

mis, (ffomilia de Ckristi Aort'r), Damascenus (De fde Lib. H'. c. 5), et alii auctore*

supra citati."—" Bnt the priest had held a consultation, what they should do with

that saered body ... At last, by divine inspiration, they resolved to give her in

the form of espousals to some man, proper to preserve her virginity ; snch was

Joseph esteemed, and f *und, a man of the same tribe and family. So say St.

Gregory of Nyssa, in his homily on the birth of Christ, and St. John Damascenus

in his work on faith, aud other esteemed writers (SUAREZ, Tom II. It. III.

Disp. 7.)

* Sponsus sponsse digito duobus coram testibus annulum accommodut, dicens :

E 'ce tibi annulum, quo mea sis uxor juxta ritutu Moysis et Israel. (CAUMET, llic-

t:oonmre de la />'/',/,, verbo Noca.)

t Nunc ad se vocat Virginia conjugii obses annulns enjus possessione felix se

Perusium ('mbriie civitus eredit. (Father Daniel Papebroke, •'« tlie Acta tianctt-

rum, March 11.)



 

This illustrious theologian places this marriage among the

truths which we must confess for our faith,0 and to confirm

this adds a famous text, on which Saint Ambrose says that

Our Lord preferred to have some douht his generation, by

esteeming him a son of Joseph, rather than doubt the purity

and good name of his Mother. The holy Doctor means that

God, with the view that no one should dare to impugn Our

* Probatur eadem veritas (fidei scilicet cirea matrimonium Moriam inter et

Joseph initum), ex traditione Patrnm ex quibus nommlla refernntur in Decreto

c. 2G, q. 2, et Ambrosius in Lucam, cap. 1, ubi ilia ratione ntitur; Qnin malnit

Dotuiims quosdam de sna generntione, quam de Matris pudore dubitare."—"The

same trnth is proved by the tradition of the Fathers, some of whom are cited bi

the decree, c. 26, q. 2, and St. Ambrose on St. Luke, where he uses this argument :

Because onr Lord preferred to have donbts as to his generation, than as to his

mother's honor." (SUAREZ, Tom. II. in Pt. III. Disp. 7, sect. 1.)

The Venerable Peter Cnnisius, in his life of the Mother of God and ever Virgin

Mary (Ilk. II. c. 11), notes that not a few of the ancients speak of the union of

St. Joseph, and the most Sacred Virgin, as thongh they had not passed beyond

what are commonly called espousals, that is promises of marriage. " Bnt," he

adds, " St. Augustine in his book on nuptials (c. 14), acknowledges, and often

maintains that there was a trne, legitimate marriage between Joseph and Mary.

Many ancient writers seein to agree with him, who admit only that first union in

spousals. and say that the sponses never proceeded to the nuptials and marriage.

In Abden's Life of St. Bartholomew, we read that Joseph had Mary as a spons?,

not as a married wile. St. Jerome too commenting the words , "Joseph took the

child and its mother," adds, as being a foster-father, and not a husband.

These expressions of the ancients, continues Cunisius, well understood, and

taken in the senso in which the anthors used them, mean simply that Joseph and

Mary did not use the marriage rights ; nor were two in one flesh as the married

are, who by the uso of the sacrament of matrimony, or mingling of the bodies,

represent the union of Christ and his Chureh. The Fathers also by such words as,

" There was no marriage," " Joseph was not a husband," " the cspov.sed did not

proceed beyond the espousals," and the like, mean that Joseph and Mary, although

they had publicly contracted marriage, yet lived as if they were merely betrothed.

He adds, that Isaias seems to manifest this where he prophesies that a young man

shall dwell with a virgin, rather as a spouse than a husband. " For the yonng

ntnn shall dwell with the virgin . . . and the bridegroom shall rejoice over the

bride." (Isaias Ixii. 5 )

 



 

Lady's purity, chose to be born of a Virgin publicly married.

From these words of Saint Ambrose we also collect, that

Saint Joseph never doubted the honor and fidelity of his

most holy spouse : because it is incredible that the Infinite

Wisdom of heaven, which by a public alliance prevented the

Jews from obscuring the splendor of his Mother's purity,

would permit it to be doubted only by her spouse, whom the

honor and good name of his wife so nearly concerned.

The Blessed Virgin, notwithstanding the consecration of

her virginity to God, accepted the union with Joseph, directed

by a supernatural impulse, and, as some think, with an ex

press stipulation that he should not use the marital rights.

The priests, who could not be ignorant of the Virgin's vow, as

she was brought up in the cloisters of the house of God, un

der the direction of His ministers, confided her to the only son

of Jacob, her kinsman in the second degree, rather as to a

guardian, than to a partuer of her couch. Some theologians

have thought that Mary obeyed the counsel of the priests,

enlightened by a clear revelation, whereby the Almighty

showed her that the spouse whom the adorable Providence

of heaven had selected would freely renounce his right, and

that she would be secure in her virginal purity, resting her

destiny on the care of the loving designs of the most august

Trinity. That Mary and Joseph contracted their alliance on

the condition of observing perpetual chastity is taught by the

gravest theologians, cited by the venerable Peter Canisius.*

Be this as it may, we proceed to consider that the ministers

of the sanctuary in their council, did nothing, took no meas

* It is indeed very probable, as theologians of eminent name have already

taught, that Mary and Joseph had from the first agreed not ouly as to the marriage,

bnt as to the preservation of continency in the married state, that in these most

choste spouses might be fulfilled the prophecy of Isaias. ^VEN. P. CAMSIUS, De

Maria Uiipara, Lib. II. cap. //.)
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ures but what the Supreme Majesty had decreed in His

counsel, as a spectacle of His adorable Providence, and deci

ded in the law given by the ministry of Moses to the people

of Israel. This was that a maiden, who was a sole heiress,

should marry one of the same tribe and family, that the

inheritance might not pass to other families. This too the

priests decided inspired from on high.*

We remark, for an explanation of this, that although the

Jews after their return from the Babylonian captivity, did

not observe, as exactly as before, the separation of the families

of each tribe in the ground allotted to them, and that each

was free to settle where most to his advantage, or to escape a

foreign rule, or other object whatever, nevertheless they were

very scrupulous in maintaining the distinction and memory

of their genealogies. The tribe of Juda particularly, which

came back in a body, endeavored to avoid confusion with

other tribes, and preserve the bounds of its ancient estates.

This conduct is evinced by the edict of Ctesar Augustus,

\vhich obliged Joseph and his most holy spouse to come to

Nazareth from Bethlehem, his native place, or at least the seat

and centre of his family, which was the family of David and

the branch of Solomon. By this scrupulous exactuess where

with they preserved in Israel the remembrance of the distinc

tion and origin of the tribes, there was no family unable to

prove its line of descent and pretension, by referring to the

well-kept public records. This care, so far as concerned the

tribe of Juda and house of David, was a consequence of the

* The priests on deliberating, came by divine inspiration to this opinion, to

betroth the Virgin to some man who would be a proper one to guard her vir

ginity. Ouly one was found most fit for this post, Joseph, of the same tribe and

place, and he, according to the council of the pricsts, t iok the maiden. (CANisius,

lie Maria Dcipara, Lib. II. cap. ii., citing ST. GHEGOEV OF NYSSA, Oratio in diem

Natalem Domini.*)



 

fit)

continued hope on which the Jews lived of the coming of the

Messias. These knew that the promised Liberator was to be

born of the blood of Juda and family of David, representing

that monarch as presumptive heir, and that, by his right to

that inheritance, he was to ascend the throne and grasp the

sceptre of Juda. This he would have received in peace, had

not the revolutions of ages despoiled Juda of the possession

of the crown, or rather if the Divine Dispositions had not de

prived the natives of the public authority to give place to the

coming of that Messias, so that on the rums of the sceptre of

Juda might rise another kingdom which was not of this world,

and establish another worship worthy of the most august

Majesty. In the person of the head and founder of the

tribe, Jacob had centuries before announced this ; that is

to say, when on his death-bed he proclaimed to his son,

the head of that tribe, that the Messias, who was the

hope of all the nations, should appear when the sceptre of

Judea had passed from the hands of the descendants of Juda.

A prophecy accomplished to the letter in the reign of Herod,

surnamed the Great, a foreigner, who usurped the crown of

Judea by the help and forces of Rome.*

The whole plan and object of this scheme, which that

chosen nation should not have overlooked, being as it was the

object of a particular providence, and destined to give the

world the Redeemer of the blood of its patriarchs and kings,

prepared it to receive him as the Author of its liberty, and

the victim of its sins : and as such it would have received him

had it not, led aside by the fallacies and traditions of the scribes

and Pharisees, formed in the conceit of its heart a Messias

Wte,

I

* " Judo, thee shall thy brethren praise . . . The sceptre shall not be taken

nway from Judu, nor a ruler from his thigh, till he corne that is to be sent, and he

shall be the expectation of the nations." (Gen. xlix. 8. 10.)
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invested with the ancient royalty of the Jewish monarchs,

and rising in arms to deliver Judea from the yoke of a foreign

power ; that is, a Messias of a character far different from

what the Scriptures gave them any grounds for expecting :

hence it was clear that the promised Liberator, by poverty

and humility, would convert the house of Jacob and the scep

tre of Juda to a spiritual empire of eternal duration over all

the kingdoms of earth.

Finally, the family of David being in that situation of

which the sacred penman speaks at the first chapter of his

gospel, where he recounts its genealogy, Joseph was the eldest

son of Jacob, the nearest relative of Saint Joachim's only

daughter and heiress, and consequently marked out by heaven

and decreed by the law to contract the alliance. Joseph was,

too, for those eminent virtues, which had from his cradle sig

nalized him among the Hebrews, entitled to a union with his

cousin ; and to him the priests, inspired fro .1! on high, gave her

as a spouse, they having been her guardians after the death

of her parents, which occurred in the eighth year after her

presentation in the temple. All was overruled and governed

by the counsels of the most august Trinity, as that union

was to be the means whereby the Incarnation of the Eternal

Word was to be accomplished beneath the vail of a public

marriage, and with the precautions of the wisest Providence.

All this transpired in the capital of Judoa, in Jerusalem the

holy city, and in that gorgeous temple, whose untold wealth

represented the design of that espousal. Nor did the priest

hood conceive that the resolution of the sanctuary, meas

ured apparently by the rules of human prudence, was to

decide the most fortunate, and to the nations most advanta

geous event since the world began, the greatest of m3'steries

being accomplished in it. Justly might Joseph flatter him-

self on this alliance which the God of Abraham had chosen
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for his beloved daughter : and although his thoughts did not

reach the intentions of the heavenly court in this union with

the daughter and heiress of Joachim, he probably perceived

in the Virgin's features traits which presaged to him felicity

and benediction. It did not however then occur to him that

his espousals could be the fulfilment of the oracle of Isaias,

when he announced that a virgin should conceive and bear a

son, whose name should mean " God with us," and that a

young man should dwell with a virgin.

To satisfy the curiosity of those who have other ideas as

to the election of Saint Joseph to espousals with the Blessed

Virgin, I will give the account found in some ancient books,

whose authors are however unknown.* In these we read

that when the daughter of Joachim and Anne entered the

fourteenth vear of her at*e, she was informed in the name of
•

Zachary, the high priest and Pontiff of that year,f that it

was time for her to retire to the house of her parents or kin

dred, according to the custom of Israel, and take her state of

life like the other maidens of the nation. To this the Virgin

replied, that her wish was to remain all her days in the pre

cincts of the temple, where her parents had offered her to

God, and that moreover she had consecrated herself to God

by a vow of perpetual virginity, renouncing all hopes of mar

riage.

On hearing this novelty, the high priest was amazed,

and unable to reply, said that the matter must be deliberated

on in a higher council, and not concluded till the sovereign

* Gospel of the Nativity of the Virgin Mary. (See CALMET, Dictionary of the

Bible, verbo Anne.)

\ SAINT AMRROSE (Lib. f. in Lucam\ SAINT AUOUSTINE \Hamil. 49, in Joan),

SAINT JOHN CHRYSOSTOM and others, think that Zachary was raised to the office

of High Priest, but Calmet in his Dictionary (verbo Zachary), says that it is more

probable that Zachary never was High Priest.
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God of Israel vouchsafed to enlighten his servant. For this

purpose the ministers who were then serving in their turn in

the temple assembled in the sanctnary, and asked God to

enlighten them, by manifesting his designs. While this

congress were in prayer on a certain great Jewish holiday,

there came from the interior of thu sanctnary 0 a voice which,

resounding in the ears of the high priest, said that all the

marriageable descendants of the tribe of Juda and house of

David should assemble, and that he whose rod should blos

som, and on which at the same time the Holy Ghost should

descend and sit in the form of a dove, was the one appointed

as the Virgin's spouse. Joseph, who, according to this ac-

' count, was then of mature age, was one of those summoned.

At first he was disinclined to show his rod ; but on placing it

afterwards with the rods of the other descendants of David, it

began to flower, and the Holy Ghost appearing in the form of

a dove descended and rested amid the blossoms. By this pro

digious mark, Joseph was declared the chosen one of heaven

as future consort of Joachim's daughter and heiress : and to

him the priests confided her, ra.her as to a gnardian than to

a bridegroom. This account is given in the gospel of the

birth of Mary, an apocryphal work, yet so ancient that the

eminent critic Calmet regards it as containing an ancient

tradition of the Church.f For our part, setting aside the

authority of this class of ancient documents, we confess, as

Catholics, the espousals contracted between the reputed

father of Jesus and the illustrious Virgin Mary, and it seems

to us by no means improbable, that in the choice of her

* The Sanctnary, which was divided fro.u the Holy of Holies by a veil, was

the phnce where the priests assembled.

f Cnlmet in his Dictionary (ivr&o Presentation), speaking of the cireumstance

in question, ealls it a tradition based on certain ancient documents, "marquee

dans de tres anciens monumens. ' (Edition Mi"pie, Tom. III. 1253.)
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spouse there were traits of singularity more striking and pecu

liar than usually occurred in the espousals of Jewish maidens.

As to the event in question, we say that the blooming rod

and other circumstances of the choice, are reckoned by severe

critics among the many fables related in the Gospel of James

and other apocryphal books mentioned in the canon of Pope

Gelasius, which excludes them.* Some ancients would fain

attribute these and other like books to writers of acknow

ledged judgment and authority : but this unjust pretension

has not prevailed, these books being evidently shown to be

the work of other writers, who blindly followed as a well-

founded tradition the fable of some poet, or the romantic

ideas of the vulgar, or some picture based on no better

authority than an artist's fancy, an authority scarcely recog

nizable in sound criticism or good theology.f Among

authors, whether Greek or Latin, we find some who have

believed these mysterious circumstances of the rod in the

betrothal of Saint Joseph ; but they relied on the words of

the Protevangelion of Saint James,^ of which, too, they

doubtless availed themselves who painted Saint Joseph with

a flowering rod in his hand, to signify the marvel whereby it

is vulgarly believed that the saint was selected as spouse of

the Blessed Virgin Mary.

The illustrious critic Papebroke § says, that these paint-

* Canone Saneta Romans, 3. Distinct. 15.

t As for painters and poets, the common answer is. that their anthority uvails

not so much with theologians, as to make it an honor to follow their anthority.

(TROMRELLL)

J " Joseph however, throwing down his a>xe, went to meet them, and they, being

assembled, proceeded to the High Priest, bearing rods." i Pn.tevangelion of St.

James )

§ Concludo igitur, atque dico. quod virgam stepe dictam recipit Pnpehrochius

vilnti pioturam mysticum et significativim crer1r>ris vir -malis. qui uninjnam

maculatus est; sed magis proKcien* quotidie floruit semper in anhuo Jusephi.

11
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ings are no proof of the reality of the story, but a mystic or

symbolic picture whereby they wished to signify the virginal

purity of the most holy spouse Mary ; and he adds that this

method of painting deceived those who took that symbol of

virginity as the representation of a real occurrence ; and for

this reason he is painted with the rod only, without the dove,

which is not deemed so apt for representing the purity which

daily flowered more and more in the heart of Saint Joseph.

Nevertheless in the explanation of this symbol, writers differ

groat ly. Father Barri 0 says that the flowering rod painted

in the hand of the spouse of the Mother of God is a figure or

symbol of the most pure heart of Marv, offered as a most

magnificent . gift to her most amiable spouse. An eminent

Mexican scholar,f whose modesty has prevented his elo

quent pen from adding to our published works, explains in

the following solid and ingenious manner the blossoming rod

painted in the hands of Mary's pure spouse. This rod, he

says, is that of which Isaias spoke in the prophecy which we

read in the eleventh chapter of that seer : " And there shall

come f>rth a rod out of the root of Jesse ; " and that it

represents the mother of Jesus and true spouse of Saint

Joseph, who holdf it in his hand to signify that the Blessed

Virgin, symbolized in the rod of the prophet, was by their

espousals to pass to his hand, that is, under the power and

authority which, from the first, the law of God gave to the

husband.^ The same prophecy would explain too the in

troduction of the dove, the symbol of the Holy Ghost, " And

the Spirit of the Lord shall rest upon him ; " and an ancient

Quod que ex hoc modo loquendi et pingendi data est occasio locntionam figuratmn

pro re factu accipiendi. (,4rt'» Builnndiana cindicata, p. 698.)

* BARRI, fte Sumeto Jonrphu, cap. i.

t Don ilose liat'arl Cumpoi.

J ' Thou shalt be umlcr thy husband's power." (Gen. iii. 16.)
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painting might thus easily have given rise to the account in

the apocryphal gospel.

The motives which influenced the Almighty in preferring

Saint Joseph in this dominion and power over his most holy

Mother by the form of espousals, are not written in the holy

gospels, nor declared in the constant traditions of the Church ;

to pretend to fathom them, would, be therefore, to seek to

divine in the Almighty that supreme direction of his decrees

which he has not chosen to reveal to mortals. Nor should we

do more than commit . ourselves to the will of that Father of

infinite wisdom, who willed to select him as the gnardian of

his only begotten Son, made man, and as the faithful protec

tor of his most pure Mother. If the motives which in their

forecast legislators less wise than God have, are often so pro

found that subjects cannot penetrate them.0 who will com

prehend the reasons which Heaven had for excluding all

others, and choosing Saint Joseph as spouse of the Virgin

Mary ? Nevertheless, as Saint Leo the Great tells us that

God in his decrees and works consults not only his Divine

Omnipotence, but also his Infinite Wisdom,f we may con

clude that this Saint was chosen to be Mary's spouse, be

cause he was of all men the most snited to the lofty designs

of the Lord in these sacred espousals.^ Saint Augustine

assigns as a motive the necessity of Hebrew maidens mar

rying their nearest relative, § according to a law estab-

* Non omnium quse a majoribus constitute snnt, ratio reddi potest.—Reasons

cannot be given for all that was ordained by our ancestors. (l*y'- x*. ff. de L>-

ffibiu. I

t SAINT LEO, Sermo ff. fff. I)e Naficitate.

J See CANISIUS, He Maria Deipara, Lib. II. cap. ii.

§ " Neque enim cum vidisset jam Virginem sacram divina foeennditate donatam,

ipse aliam qmereret uxorem cum ntiqne nequc illam qmesisset, si necessariam

conjugem non haberet."—" Nor did Joseph seek another wife when he saw the

Virgin endowed with Divine fecundity, us ho would not have songht her, had not
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lished 0 with a view of preventing estates from passing to other

families. Others f think that the law observed by the Jews

was not the cause of this preference, but that it resulted from

, revelations from heaven made to the Immaculate Virgin and

to Saint Joseph with regard to the marriage, but revelations

which did not disclose the motives of the choice of Joseph in

preference to all others. A silence which, according to Saint

Augustine, should render more admirable the providence of

Heaven in these espousals.^ Some say, that from the very

day when the Jewish council resolved on the union, the

Blessed Virgin was confided to Saint Joseph, as her spouse,

that is without awaiting the marriage ceremony. In proof of

this are alleged some expressions of Saint John Chrysostom, §

saying that it was a Hebrew custom to confide the betrothed

to her future husband, as a gnardian, till the day of the mat

rimonial contract. This opinion however lacks solid founda

the law reqnired it." (SAINT AUGUSTINE, Contra Julianum Pelayianum, Lib. V.

cap. 12, § 48.)

* " All the women shnll take husbands of the same tribe." (Numbers xxxvi. 8.)

t "Fnit sententia antiquomtu Patrmn, Beatam Virginem ex divinarevelatione

contraxisse matrhnonium ... Ex eadein autem revelations intellexit Beata Vir.no

sunni sponsion libenter in perpetnam virginitatem fnisse conseusurnm "—" It was

the opinion of the ancient Fathers that the Blessed Virgin contracted marriage in

obedience to a divine revelation . . . and thnt by the same revelation she under

stood that her sponse would freely consent to her perpetnal virginity." ^SUAEEZ,

Tom. II. Ft. III. Dict. 1. § 2.) In fine " I will only add that I consider as tar from

improbable the opinion of many worthy men, who add to this some revelation or

Angelical apparition, by which Joseph learned that heaven destined him in mar

riage the Blessed Virgin." (TROMRELLI, Vila de San Giuseppe, cap. xx. num. 29.)

J " Si ratio qniuritur, non erit mirnhile, si exemplum poscitur non erit singn-

Iure."—•' If a reason is sought, it will not be wonderful ; if an example is asked,

it will not be unique.'' (SAINT AUGUSTINE, Epist. ad Vohaianum.)

§ " Before they came together she was found with child of the Holy Ghost."

(Matt i 18.) " He does not say before she was bronght to the house of the bride

groom, for she was already there. It was i Jewish custom that the esponsed

shonld dwell in the honse of her espoused, and it was generally done." (riT. JOHN

CHBYSOSTOM, Homil. IV. in MalA.)

 



 

LIFE OF ST. JOSEPH.

tion. The expression of Saint John is not convincing, as he

merely says that the Blessed Virgin was in the house of Saint

Joseph before the nuptials,0 that is, before the wedding

and certain solemnities and ceremonies, which were usually

added after the conclusion of the contract in its substance

and nature,—ceremonies which were commonly deferred till

the time when the bride made her public entry into her hus

band's house with pomp and rejoicing. Nor is it easy to

believe that in so enlightened a nation, a custom obtained so

uubecoming and dangerous to the honor and good name of

the brides, when in no barbarous nation is such a custom

known to exist. The Hebrews called espoused and spouses

those who in Europe and elsewhere are called married, until

certain solemnities took place, which followed the actnal

marriage and entrance of the wife into her husband's house.

Besides this, when Saint John Chrysostom writes that the

Blessed Virgin Mary, as a spouse, was in St Joseph's house,

she had already conceived the Divine Word in her womb, as

is evident from the words already cited from St Matthew.

Hence we infer clearly that the marriage was at least in sub

stance already concluded : as otherwise Jesus would not have

been reputed the legitimate child of Saint Joseph, nor would

the Almighty have shielded effectnally the good name of his

Immaculate Mother. All this is confirmed by Calmet, who

teaches that the Jews called spouses those whom we call

married,f but without some solemnities, which are often post

poned and not essential to the union. This is the same as to

* Nuptials (Fr. Noc«s. Lot. Kaptise), mean the marriage feast.

t Among the Hebrews esponsals were what marriage is among us. The spouse

hmd power over his sponse as a wife. To consummate the marriage required only

some formalities, and leading the betrothed to hcr husband's house. F;iults oom-

mitted against his honor were punished as adultery. (CALMET, dictionary of the

Bible, verbo Mary, Note.)

I
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say that in Israel the matrimonial alliance without the estab-

lished solemnities was the same as what is elsewhere termed

espousals, betrothals, or promises of marriage.0 In this way

we must understand the Holy Fathers cited by the venerable

Peter Canisius,f as they, imitating the expressions of Saint

Jnhn Chrysostom, Euthymius and Saint Bernard, affirm that

the woman from the day of her espousals till the time of the

nuptials, was under the gnardianship of her spouse. We

merely note that Father Canisius is of opinion that the mar

riage of the Blessed Virgin with Saint Joseph was contracted

with the last solemnities, after her visit to Saint Elizabeth.

In this delay, if the opinion is well founded, there was noth

ing at variance with Hebrew usages, because they often

deferred for a considerable time the solemnization or publicity

of the marriage, as the learned Calmet notes. J

Another vexed question has arisen as to the age of the

father of Jesus, at least among those who attempt to settle

the number of his years, at the time of the marriage. Saint

Epiphanius,§ C;Jrcnus, and Nicephorns, believe that he was

s We undonbtedly read that it was customary with the Jews, that before the

lawful marriage between man and wife was entered into, the spouse was led to

the house of her sponse, and there awaited the time of the wedding, as Chrysostom

notes. Hence Anselm also writes : " Esponsals took place some time before ossid-

uons cohabitation, and in the meanwhile the wife was under the care of her hus

band, and received frequent visits from him till the wedding was solemnly cele

brated. Some also, and Gerson is of the number, tiiink that Joseph and Mary

were espoused at Jernsalem, and that they then lived together, either in Joseph's

honse, or in that of some relative of Mary's, before the solemn nuptials were cele

brated according to the custom of the nation. (CANISIUS, Lib. II. cap. 11 )

f This nuptial contract took place only after saluting her consin in Zachary's

honse. (CANISIUS, Dec. Maria Deipara, Lit). II. cap, xi.)

J Between the esponsing and the marriage a considerable time freqnently

elapsed. (CALMKT, Dictionary of the £iblr, verbo A"ooe», Edition Migne III. 73'J.)

§ Quod in primis homo senex supra octoginta annos natus Virginem ad usum

corporis no;i neceperit, sed divina provident!a ad illam custodiendam appositus."—

" A man of over eighty, he took the Virgin not for bodily union, but merely

 



 

an octogenarian when he espoused the Virgin Mary. This

opinion is derived from the Protevangelion of James and the

gospel of the birth of Mary, apocryphal books, and from the

first rejected as full of fables. At these corrupt fountains

drank Saint Epiphanius, as well as Cedreuus, Nicephorus, and

poets and painters who have blindly given as a portrait of

Saint Joseph at the time when his espousals were celebrated,

what, for all its fair coloring, will ever appear at variance

with God's designs in the choice of a consort for His Mother.

Hence the authority of Saint Epiphanius should not pre

vail in this question ; but with all due respect to his an

tiquity and erudition, we lay aside * his account, with the

learned and holy men who openly attack his opinion ;

whieh indeed, as Theophilus Raynaldus well observes, has

hardly a single follower among the holy Fathers.f Cardinal

Baronius vindicating Saint Epiphanius, says, that this

father does not affirm the advanced age of Saint Joseph,

but expresses his doubts on the point : J Cedrenus, if wo

must do him justice, adds nothing by way of authority to this

opinion, because this author, says Trombelli, already cited, is

a man of sad criticism, in whose judgment a fable or vulgar

tradition outweighs the statements of learned and solid wri

ters. Nicephorus, who copies him, lived in an age when criti

cism had not reached its zenith and ultimate perfection,

reserved'for more enlightened times ; and on the other hand

selected by Divine Providence to guard over her." (ST. EPIPHANIUS, Hares 78.

num. 8.)

* Most holy and learned men oppose Saint Epiphanius ... so that withont

any waat of veneration and esteem for the Saint, we may dissent from his opinion.

(TROMRELLI, part 1. ch. 9. n. 8.)

\ Scarcely any one of the Fathers adheres to Saint Epiphanius.

Diptyc. .\farian. Pt. 1. pun. 4 n. 17.)

I BARONIUS, ad aun. Chri*ti. 12. § 9.
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is a modern, who is admitted neither into the number of the

Holy Fathers nor in the class of Catholics, and wanting an

tiqnity, says Raynaldus, wants also authority.0 Ancient

painters need not be attacked, and did they deserve to be, it

were enough to quote the lines of Horace f and the judg

ment of Hyacinth Serry, who styles them bold in their con-

ceptions-J The poets who sing of the decrepit age of Saint

Joseph, drew this old age from the same source that Saint

Epiphanius did,§ who visibly lacking critical acumen, con

firmed the sentence of Justinian "to bear all things in mind,

and fall into no carelessuess of pen, is rather divine than

human." ||

Cresar Calino,1| a man of vast erudition, shows himself

more humane to the painters than Serry does. They were de

ceived, says Calino, by the long beard given to Saint Joseph

in old paintings. The Jews of that day let the beard grow,

considering it an ornament and a glory of the nation. To

keep up this custom in ihe pictures, the first artists painted

Saint Joseph with such a beard as to give him the look of a

* NICEPHORUS, who ("!. Hist. mp. 7.\ represents Saint Joseph as an old man at

the time of the mnrriage, is connted neither among the Fathers nor Catholic

writers, aud the anthority of hoary antiqnity he entirely lacks. (RAYNAUD.)

t IMctnribiu stque Poetls.

Quod Hbet andendl, semper fult a-c[na polestas.

Ars PosUca,

J Pictores nudax hominum genus. (SERiu, Kreerritatin, 25. num. 1.)

§ Epiphaniiu also, says Sundinus (ile S. Josepko !>), and Gregory of Nyssa, in

hi« sermon on the birth of Christ, seem to have drawn from these impure foun

tains

|| I'rjf 2. ('. De veterijurs enncleando.

^ The Jews wore long beards. The ancients who wished to portray the Saint

to the life, did not deprive him cf what was then deemed an ornament of the face;

the more moderns drew him old. because in the more ancient paintings they found

him bearded. (CALINO, Trot. fsloric a>pra il Santo Yanyelo, Tum. IV. Lib. II.

cap. 4.) 
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man of eighty :• hence less ancient painters represented the

Saint as old, with no better reason than the beard by which

antiqnity depicted him a Jew. Others on the other hand

exculpate the painters, attributing the error to piety, which

to gain the Patriarch greater veneration among the faithful,

depicted Saint Joseph as a venerable old man, giving his hand

as a spouse to a girl of fourteen. Let us then pass over this

conduct of the painters ; their idea is ill snited to represent

the spouse whom God in his adorable Providence selected as

the gnardian and solace of his Mother. Joseph was given as

a spouse to Mary, as Saint Jerome teaches us,0 to be a sup

port to her in her flight to Egypt. And what consolation

could a Virgin, reared in the temple, find in a man whose

many years were an infirmity as troublesome as it was incu

rable ? Some say that these paintings are not without some

foundation, believing that Saint Joseph's death, which as they

pretend occurred soon after the entrance of Jesus on his thir

teenth year, could result only from his advanced age.

This point we shall treat in its place in our history : now

I merely answer, that death is no proof of advanced years,

as we see that youth and old age hasten with eqnal steps to

the grave. And so Saint Joseph might well have died when

Christ was thirteen.

Gerson does not reprove the paintings : but adds that the

object of the painters was not to represent the advanced age

of the Saint,f but to give the worlJ. a distinct idea of his vir

* l> De despousata concipitur ut in .^^ypturn fugiens haberet solatium."—" He

was conceived of one espoused, that she might have a solace iu her flight to

Egypt." (Sr. JEROME, Cummmt. in Mat. ti-p. I.)

f He is sometimes painted as nn old man on account of his chastity of mind

and body, as the Wise Man says " A spotless Hie is old age " (Wisd iv. 9), or he

was painted as an old man in the origin of the Chureh, when Mary's perpetnal

virginity had not a< now become deeply rooted in the hearts of the faithful, that
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tues, or to banish from the faithful all suspicion of Our Lady's

perpetnal virginity, which was not in those days as well

established, as in the later ages of the Church.

The German artists, either as being more versed in criti

cism, or drawing from the treasury of more pleasing fancy, do

not follow the ancient painters in depicting Saint Joseph, but

paint the holy Patriarch as of an almost boyish age, as Ger-

son affirms, telling us that he had seen the paintings.0

" In order to believe that Mary's most holy spouse was

not as old as he is painted, when he celebrated his nuptials

with the Blessed Virgin, we need not," says the Abate Trom-

belli, " recur to German paintings : as it is certain that in

many ancient pictures Saint Joseph is represented as of an

age corresponding to his destiny, and proportioned to the

journey and hardships of his holy ministry. This is told us

by the historians who mention these ancient documents pre

served in distant parts. From their distance from us we

cannot examine them, but we are freed from the necessity of

examining them by the fact that we have in our own library,

among our liturgical works, a most beautiful manuscript, illu

minated with letters of gold and most beautiful miniatures,

in which both before the calendar (which is for the early

part of the thirteenth century) as after it, are most beauti

fully painted, in the style of that age, various passages in the

nothing curnal should be suspected of Joseph nnd Mary. Hence too perhaps nil

solemnization of that happy and venerable marriage is ountted in the feasts of the

Chureh. (GERSON, Sermon on the Natiri!y of the B V. M. (.'moid. 3 )

* " Yet we find him painted as a young man, such as we have shown him to

have been, as 1 have frequently seen in Germany. (GERSON, ubi snpra.) " Per-

haps." says the Venerable Peter Canisius, " cautions antiqnity gave this to popu

lar simplicity, that even if Joseph were younger th-iu he is painted, yet thnt he

might be held as old to avoid all suspicion of love and conjugal union. (J)e Muria

Usipara, Lib. 11. cup. 13.)

 



 

life of our Saviour and some of the Saints. Among the rest

is a little miniature of Saint Joseph, which represents him as

of a whitish complexion, umvrinkled, with a short beard, and

as of about the age of forty : the other circumstances of this

miniature, which is the fourth after the calendar, refer to the

birth of the Infant God, whom Saint Joseph is contemplating,

rapt in admiration.

In another of the miniatures, the ninth, Saint Joseph

appears in the flight intt E^ypt, guiding our Lady, who is

riding on an ass, with the Infant Jesus in her arms. The

travellers are followed by a bareheaded young man, who bears

over his left shoulder a pole, with a cloth radiating from the

top like an umbrella. In this miniature Saint Joseph is

painted as of tall stature and of middle age ; that is, a man

of forty." *

These miniatures correspond to some seen in Venice by a

learned Mexican, who sent me the following account, worthy

of credit from the exactuess with which he observed the

precious monuments of antiquity. " I saw in Venice, in the

library of the Armenian monks, a manuscript Bible of the

form and style of the nation, in which, among other curious

illuminations, apparently of the fourth century, as the libra

rian thinks, is a picture of Saint Joseph, representing him as

a young man.f

In view of such decisive proofs, we cannot but maintain

what the learned Trombelli asserts in these words : " Some

have said, following Saint Epiphanius, that Saint Joseph was

of decrepit age when he espoused the Virgin ; but I know

that other most learned men have reasoned far differently.

There is Gerson, regarded as the first theologian of his time,

* Trombelli, Life of St. Joseph, Part. I. ch. ix. n. 13.

t Don Agustiu Custro, of Cordova.



 

who makes no doubt hut that the prophecy of Isaias, " A

young man shall dwell with a virgin," is to be understood of

Saint Joseph and the Blessed Virgin, according to the inter

linear gloss and the ordinary one which in this place say :

'•' Joseph shall dwell with Mary." Gerson is followed by

Cardinal Vignier, a most famous theologian in the time of

Julius II., 0 and also by all critics. Theophilus Rainaud.f

an able theologian and bold critic, declares himself in favor of

those who make Saint Joseph in the prime of life when he

married the Virgin, and this opinion has been embraced by

many ancient and famous divines, whose names I omit, being

enough for me to cite a Baronius.J a Snarcz.§ a Vasquez,||

a Sandino,T[ a Salianus, a Cardinal Toledo,00 and among

Protestants, a Montague,ff whose authority in the discussion

of this question, must be held in high regard ; for this heter

odox writer, for all that he is so avowed an enemy of Cardinal

Baronius as to despise all his opinions and attack them with

every art of his pen, nevertheless, on coming to the opinion

of the youth or manhood of Saint Joseph, says the same as

Baronius." JJ

Capizucus,§§ an ancient author, considers this the most

probable opinion ; and every one must say the same after

* VIQUIER, DC Conjuyii Mana excellentia. Lib. I. cap. 13.

t RAINAUD, Dyptica Mariana, pat. 1. pane. 4. numb. 16.

I BARONIUS, Aua. 12. Chrisli, § 9.

§ SUAREZ, Tom. H. in 3 Part. Disp. 7. § 3.

II VAZQUEZ, in Part 3 dinp. 125. cap. xi. mm. 127.

^ SANorao, De Sancti Josepho, i.

** TOLEDO and SALDANO, cited by Montague.

ft MONTAGUE, Appar. 9. man. 26. p. 125.

JJ TROMRELLJ, Part. 1. c. 8. numb. 4.

§§ It is more probable that Saint Joseph when he married the Blessed Virgin,

was neither young nor very old, bnt of mature age. (CAPizcccs, Controe. theo-

loffise M-lecfce." (n. 393 ed. 1667.)
6 \. /
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reading attentively the following argument, set forth by the

incomparable Doctor, Francis Suarcz. "Joseph was not, as

Saint Epiphanius has said, of an advanced age when he

married the Blessed Virgin, for four reasons ; which arc, 1st.

Because it was proper that there should be in that marriage

the relative proportion of age usually observed : 2d. Because

it was also proper that Joseph should be of an age suited for

progeny, otherwise he would not save intact the name and

honor of the Mother of God : 3d. Because Joseph needed to be

a robust man to undertake tb.3 journey to Egypt, and support

the family by the labor of his hands : 4th. Because Holy

Scripture in a manner declares his manly age, since in the

first chapter of St Luke we read that the Blessed Virgin was

espoused to a man (viro), not to an old man. Hence Isaias,

speaking of the coming of Christ, says : " A young man

shall dwell with a virgin," a prophecy applied by Lyra and

the ordinary gloss to this mystery. It seems certain, then,

that Joseph was not an octogenarian, and it is most prob

able that he was not old. Whether he was thirty or forty,

we cannot precisely say, nor can we affirm whether he was

young, or of the prime of life, as historians do not tell

us." o

The comparatively youthful age of Saint Joseph at the

time of his espousal with the Blessed Virgin is rendered more

probable from the custom of the Jews, which, as Calmet

* Primo quia deenit, nt in matrimonio illo servuretur ea proportio inter virnm

et uxorom, qute communi usu et consuetudine servari solet . . . Quarto enim Serip-

tura non nihil favet : nam Luc:te, 1 dicitur : Anyelnu mlmas ad viryinem despsaan-

tam riro ; non seni . . . Unde ISHUE 62. 5. de tempnre adventus Mcssiie dicitur ;

llnbitabit juvni* cam viryins, quod non incommode ad lux; mysterinm applicant

Glossa ordinaria et Nicolaus Lyra. Certum eri^i vMetur, Joseph non fuisse oerotge-

narium ; qua vero tetate fuerit, jnvenisue an vir. ti'ijinta, qmudraijintave anno-

rum, definiri non potest, cum ex historiis, nihil habeamus. (SeAEtZ.)
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assures us, was to marry at eighteen.0 And we read in the

Talmud, that it was censurable in a father to marry his

daughter to an old man. It is certain from the history of

that people, that after their return from captivity they mar

ried later in life than before, but the delay could not have

been so great as to leave such unions till old age.

* The Hebrews married yonng. The Rnhbis wished men to be murried at

eighteen . . . This question is asked in the Talmnd Who is he that prostitutes

his daughter ? He who keeps her too long uumarried at home, or gives her to an

old man. (CALMET, Dictiunnaire de la Bibie, verbo Nocsn.) The academicians of

Leipsic as to the age of Saint Joseph, eay that Sandino followed Saint Epiphanius.

" Sundino," say they, " thinks that Joseph was eighty or more when he married

Mary, according to Epiphanius. (Hrcres. 78. § 8. LIPSIENSKS .Yora acta erndito-

rnm. Anno 1 737, Tom. II. Sect. 2. p. 5.10.)

Sandino openly defends the contrary opinion. Let us give his words : " Baro-

nius (12 A C.) follows not Epiphanius, but those who think Joseph to have been

then of mature age. Nor unwisely. First becanse it was proper as Snarez shows

that in that marriage, &c." This shows the inexactitude of these literati in the

examination of foreign works ; the error is so clear that there is no escape or ex

cuse, but the line of Horace—

Quoudoque bonus dormitAt Ilonmrns.

 



 

CHPTER IV.

LIFE OF ST. JOSEPH FROM HIS MARRIAGE WITH THE BLESSED

VIRGIN, TILL HIS JOURNICY WITH HER TO HEBRON, TO

THE HOUSE OF ELIZABETH.

HE perpetual virginity of Saint Joseph is a point so

clear and well substantiated in the immaculate life

of Mary's spouse, that even Protestants, not usu

ally reckoned among the partisans of virginal purity, but

convinced by the arguments and authorities adduced by

Catholics, openly confess that St. Joseph bore to the tomb

that aroma of virginity with which he came into the world.*

Saint Jerome, a doctor of the Church, who for learning and

erudition in anoint monuments outweighs a host of writers,

* Certe . . . quomodo non homini virginl Dens virginem . . . tradidiswt, &c. ?

Quibus illud addo, vidunm nequaquam acoepturum fuisse Mariam in nxore;n ;

ueque enim par, nut conveniens erat, ut tetate jam provectior, et -ex libernmm

pater jnvenculam annorum vix quindecim in uxorem daceret ; Pari enim jurju du -

cii IractaDas. (MosTAOCE, Apparatus, 9. n. 29.)

 



 

wrote powerful arguments as to the perpetual integrity of

that spouse, who was most like the Mother of God in purity

of soul and body. In this beautiful apology, he thus speaks

against the heresiarch Helvidius : " Thou sayest that Mary

did not remain a Virgin : I not only maintain it, but aver

that Joseph too was a virgin through Mary, so that a virgin

son might be born of this virginal marriage. It does not

appear that Joseph had ever before contracted marriage. Of

the mother of God he was rather a guardian than a husband,

hence we must believe that he lived with Mary as a virgin,

and so deserved to be called the father of the Lord. The

authors of some apocryphal and justly rejected works have

said the contrary, affirming that Joseph before his union with

Mary, had another wife named Melea or Esca, and • that of

this wedlock issued Saint James the less, bishop of Jerusalem,

and two other children ; but this story is a mere fable, and

those who believe it are men who have lost all judgment and

deserve to be set down as madmen. We read in the gospel

that Saint James the less, Saint Joseph and Saint Jude or

Thaddeus are called brethren of Jesus ; but who does not

know that in Scripture cousins are styled brethren ? " *

In an ancient Greek Breviary also, mention is made of the

virginity of the spouse of the Virgin Mary ; and not un

worthy of belief is this fact given by the Bollandists, critics

of the highest rank, and cited as to this point by the erudite

Tillemont.f But conceding that these Breviaries do not

* Tu dicis Mariam virginem non penmnsisse ; ego mihi plus vindico, etium

ipsum Joseph virgine:n fuisse per Mariam. ut ex virgi:mli conjugio virgo filius

unseeretur. (ST. JEROME, Ailr. 1lslridium. man. 19.) Quidam fratres Domini de

alia uxore Josephi suspieantur, sequentes delirnmenta apoeryphormm. ^ST. JERKME,

Comment. in Matt xii. 49.)

Frntn-s antem consobvinos dini oumis S-riptura demonstrat. IDEM.

t Bollamlus believes that he o m discover the virginity of Saint Joseph m the

Greek office. ^TILLEMONT, I. 480 )



 

declare with all precision this prerogative of Saint Joseph,

are all authorities wanting ? We do not lack proof of this

excellency : as Saint Augustine clearly confesses it, or at

least the author of the Sermon on the birth of Christ formerly

ascribed to Saint Augustine, and still attributed to him by

many men of learning, who, in spite of the Doctors of Lonvain

and the monks of St Maur, maintain that this work is not

inferior in style to Saint Augustine, and contains no thoughts

unworthy of that enlightened Doctor.* The author of this

sermon says, that an angel appearing to Saint Joseph thus

addressed him : " Mary thy spouse shall be mother of the

Christ, preserving her virginal integrity of body : and thou

shalt be esteemed father of the Christ, for thy care for

purity and the splendor of virginity. Thou shalt live apart

from the couch of thy spouse, and yet thou shalt be called

father of the Saviour."

The most learned John Gerson preaching before the

Council of Constance, said that it was becoming that the

Mother of God and her spouse Joseph should abide for ever

in virginity.f Daniel Papebroke, the continuator of the

work of Bollandus, does not hesitate to affirm, that since

Saint Jerome, the whole Latin Church is unanimously of

* It will suffice to refer to Saint Augnstine (.*ermo de Xitiritate), cited by Snint

Thomas in the Catena Auren, on Matt. xiii. 55, for although it is no longer to be

found among his works in the late copious editions, it must not be considered as

rejected, for its style is that of the Saint, and there is nothing in it not most

worthy of the holy Doctor. (TEOMRELLI, Part. I. cap xxxiv. Lit. d.)

t " Sicut decuit Mariam, nt surama puritate niteret, sic decuit ut haberet

sponsum piisaimum, qui cum perpetum virjrinitate prius ac posterins permaneret."—

'• As it became Mary to shine forth with the greatest purity, so wus it becoming

for her to have a most pious spouse, who would remain before imd after in perpet-

mul virginity." (GERSON, Cone, de \atie. Marice Tom. III. Consider III.) Tille-

mont follows Gerson : " It is h'uhly probaUe that thle Sovereign Purity, which

chose to be born of a Virgin Mother, wmuM also give her a virgin spouse, (.\"ote

3, p. 480.)

m



opinion that Saint Joseph died a virgin, and that he had con-

firniL-d this virginity by vow during his whole life, a fact which

renders credible his constant celibacy for so many years.0

The eminent Baronius says the same, employing the fol

lowing magnificent expressions with which he adonis his

pages : " All the Catholic writers of the Latin Church, who

have nourished since Saint Jerome, have followed his opinion

as to the perpetnal virginity of Saint Joseph ; so much so

that Peter Damian, the noblest writer of his day, says with

great satisfaction that the faith of the Church is that Saiut

Joseph was a virgin like his most pure spouse.f (meaning

by faith, as the accurate Soarez explains, the pious belief of

the Church. $) And surely, so far as we are allowed to

have recourse to probable conjectures, who will believe that

God would not select a virgin spouse for his Mother, when,

after he became man and was dying on the cross, he confided

her to one who was a virgin? §

Canisius speaks in the same sense. His words are : [|

" Bede and Alenin clearly confess the perpetual virginity of

* Virginem sane vixisse Josephum, nc mortuum esse, port Hieronymum tota

Lntinorum sensit ecclesia . . . proposito voti religione firmato (PApERROEE,

Ad diem 19 Martii, § 7, num 44.)

t Numqnid ignoras Dei filium adeo carnis elegisse munditiam, at ne qnidem

pudicitia conjugali, sed do clansula incarnatus sit virginali. Et ne hoc siutiare

videatur ct tantumrnodo Virgo sit Muter, Ecclesise fides est, nt Virgo fuerit et is,

qni simulatus est Pater. (PETRUS DAMIANUS, Opusc. 17, De Calibat. SacsrJotam.)

I SUAREZ, Tom. II. Part. III. Disp. 5, Sect. 4.

§ Certe qnidem qnantum probabilibus oonjecturis agere licet, quomodo non

homini Virgini Dens Virginem ex que aimem suscepturos erat, tradidisset.. si fae-

tus homo, ex hoc mnndo migraturna ad Pattern, eandem jam senescentem non

nisi Virgini commendavit. (CARDINAL BARONIUS, Apparatus ad Annalea Eccl. §

61.) The Benedictines of St. Maur put the sermon of St. Augustine in the Ap

pendix (c. ;EeV.) with the title " /te Annunciatious Dominica" but in the edition of

the Lonvuin doctors it is called '• De Nalivilaie Domini."

|| CANISICS, Book II. ch. xiii.

 



 

Saint Joseph, when they write in this way : without any

scruple it becomes us to know and affirm, not only that the

Mother of God, but that Saint Joseph also, the most iaithtul

witness and guardian of her chastity, never used the right

which marriage gives spouses. Of this same opinion was

Hugh Victoriuus, called in his time a second Saint Augustine,

and other theologians, especially Saint Thomas and Gerson,

not to mention moderns. who with solid authorities maintain

that Joseph and Mary, by mutual consent, consecrated them

selves to God by a vow of perpetual virginity ; the spirit of

God thus disposing all, so that in this great mystery, which

contained the salvation of the world, the Mother of God

might have a spouse, who, resembling her in his whole life,

might •resemble her in purity. I will say in the very words

of Gerson : Mary made a vow of virginity and so did Joseph,

as Holy Doctors think. Marriage was no obstacle to this

vow, as it had its fruit, fidelity and sacrament, that is of the

old law. St. Peter Damian, an enlightened theologian, warmly

maintains that the faith of the Church (that is the opinion to

which the church inclines) is, that not only the Mother of

God, but Joseph also his reputed father was a virgin.

Pure then must have been the life led by this most holy

pair, each endeavoring, by imitating the other, to advance in

virtue and the love of God. A few months later the Divine

Word was conceived in the pure womb of the Blessed Virgin.

This event more properly belongs to the Life of the Blessed

Virgin, and we shall accordingly not dwell upon it. As all

know, the Angel Gabriel, already the messenger of the Al

mighty to Zachary, appeared to Our Blessed Lady, and

addressed her in those words which all who profess to be

Christians delight to utter : " Hail, full of grace, the Lord

is with thee : Blessed art thou among women." Accustomed

as Mary was to angel visits, these expressions of honor trou-



 

LIFE OF ST. JOSEPH.

\
fi

bled her ; but St. Gabriel reassured her, saying : " Fear not,

Mary, for thou hast found grace with God. Behold, thou shalt

conceive in thy womb, and shalt bring forth a son : and thou

shalt call his name Jesus. He shall be great, and shall lie

called the Son of the Most High, and the Lord God shall give

unto him the throne of David, his father ; and he shall reij;n

in the house of Jacob for ever, and of his Kingdom there shall

be no end." Unelated by the grandenr thus promised her,

by the promise of the maternity of the Eternal King, Mary

thought only of the virginity which she had consecrated to

God, and of which St. Joseph was the holy gnardian. But St.

Gabriel explained it, saying : " The Holy Ghost shall come

upon thee, and the power of the Most High shall overshadow

thee. And therefore also the Holy thing which shall ^)e born

of thee shall be called the Son of God. And behold thy cousin

Elizabeth, she also hath conceived a son in her old age ; and

this is the sixth month with her that is called barren. Be

cause no word shall be impossible with God."

Humbling herself in conformity to the Divine Will, Mary

exclaimed : " Behold the handmaid of the Lord ; be it done

to me according to thy word." " AND THE WORD WAS MADE

FLESH, AND DWELT AMONG US."

Soon after this wonderful event, and apparently on the very

day of the Incarnation,0 Our Lady set out in haste from Naz

areth for the hilly country of Juda, to visit her cousin Saint

Elizabeth, who dwelt in the town of Hebron. The road, even

for one in whom there were none of the circumstances in

which the Blessed Virgin then was, was rough, long, and in

* Statim enim post filii conceptionem, radem fortasse die (at Evangelists Lucas

i. 37, 38. innnit), comite Sancto Josepho, lut decentius ac verosimilius ab omnibus

judieatum est) in montana penexit. (ScAREZ, Tom. II. Part 3. D'isp. 13, in

priucipe.)



 

many parts desert, the site of Hebron being, according to the

best maps, about a hundred miles distant from Nazareth, we

cannot then but believe that Saint Joseph, selected by heaven

to serve the Mother of God, accompanied his most holy

spouse. Saint Luke does not set forth all the circumstances

of this journey, nor mention Saint Joseph, it being the style

of the sacred historians to omit what is naturally inseparable

from the event they describe. Some * on the authority of a

certain revelation, say that this journey, which must have

taken six days, was made by the Virgin in a few hours, being

borne to Hebron by angels ; but the sacred narrative, which

speaks authentically with the whole Church, only tells us, that

Mary went in haste to the hilly country of Juda.f As soon

as the Loly travellers reached their journey's end, the Blessed

Virgin entered to salute Saint Elizabeth : and her spouse

Joseph, according to the ceremonies and customs of the

nation, proceeded to pay his respects to Zachary. From

the traditions of that age we cannot discover whether

Saint Joseph was present at all that was said between his

spouse and Saint Elizabeth. Isidore Isolanus J believes that

the holy Patriarch was admitted to the sacred conversation of

those two great souls, filled with the Holy Ghost ; but that

he did not understand the meaning of those wonderful senti

ments ; hence his pen describes him as a soul in ecstasy, and

3 '•', <

* The aaserters of this revelation are cited by Salmeron, Lib. III. tract. 10.

t Mary, rising up in those days, went into the hill country with huste. (Luke

139.)

J When Joseph heard the voice of Elizabeth saying iVhenre is this to me, that

thr ^fither of the Itord sliould ctme tu me. may we not believe him to have been

filled with new joys? Hence he was greatly astounded at his cousin's words. In

his udmirntion, however, his mind was called to contemplate the highest mysteries

by hearing the voice of his Virgin spouse beginning : My soul doth maynify the

Lord. And although he did not fully comprehend them, he doubtless received

with Zachury a great consolation. ^SOLANUS, De dona S. Josephi, Pt. '2. cap. 6.)

•

6
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overawed to hear mysteries so profound that the understand

ing cannot fathom them. John Gerson 0 believing more than

Isidore Isolunus, says that Saint Joseph not only heard the

canticles which declared the Incarnation of the Divine Word,

but that moreover, on setting out on this mountain-journey,

he learned from the lips of his spouse herself, that the hidden

mystery, expected for so many centuries, had already begun.

Theologians and critics abandon Gerson's opinion to follow

Isolanus, as the more probable : that is, that Saint Joseph

heard the words of Saint Elizabeth and the canticle of his

spouse, but did not fathom the mystery which they con

tained ; in the same manner that the Apostles in later days,

listening to Our Lord speak with the utmost clearness of his

Passion, did not understand any thing,f This, according to

the gentler critics, is all that we can admit ; but the severer

ones do not credit Isolanus, but, on the contrary, maintain

that it is more probable that Saint Joseph, according to the

ancient oriental style, would not enter with the Blessed Vir

gin into the room or hall where Saint Elizabeth received her ;

because, they say, that among the orientals, it was not cus

* " Decantavit canticum Maria, cccinit et ipse Zacharias; non dubium, quin

particeps c.t eicnscius canticornm istornm Joseph extiterit."—" Mary sang her can

ticle, Zachury too chanted ; there is no donbt but that Joseph heard and joined in

these canticles." (GERSON, Sermo de Natiritate Maria Cousid 3.) "NovitMaria

M \sterimm Incarnationis a sseculis absconditum, novit et Joseph, admonitus super

hsec in somnis, ut existimo, prius edoetus familiariter a Maria."—" Mary knew the

mystery of the Incarnation, hidden for ages ; Joseph knew it too, admonished in

dreams, and as I think previons familiarly made aware of it by Mary." (GERSON,

Sermn de S. Josepho in Concilia Ceiutantia, Tom. III. p. 1352.)

t Then Jesus said to them ; Behold we go ap to Jernsalem, and all things

shall be accomplished which were written by the prophets concerning the Son of

Man. For he shall be delivered to the Gentiles, and shall be mocked, and sconrged,

and spit upon; and after they have sconrged him, they will put him to death, imd

the third day he shall rise again. And they understood none of these things.

(Luke xviii. 31, 32.)
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tomary for men, unless very near relatives, to enter the room

in which women received their visits.* Although these

customs, which were properly Grecian, prevailed among the

Jews, nevertheless it is douhtful whether they would exclude

one so nearly related as Saint Joseph.

The Blessed Virgin f remained in Zachary's house ahout

three months, but as to her spouse, it does not appear whe

ther he accompanied her, or whether, returning to his house

in Nazareth, he remained there till it was time for his

spouse to leave Hebron in order to return home. The Abate

Trombelli J believes that Saint Joseph remained for three

months at the house of Zachary; because the holy Patriarch

was not so poor, but that he could leave his village for a time :

more especially as he must have stayed at the house of Zach

ary, a priest equally rich and noble, and in a kingdom where

liberality and munificence needed rather a bridle than a

spur.

At the end of the three months, which the Blessed Virgin

had proposed to remain with Saint Elizabeth, she returned

home with her spouse to her cottage in Nazareth. The gospel

merely says that she returned to her house in Nazareth, leav

ing some circumstances, which it does not state, to be under

stood : and on the other hand, it would be superfluous to

relate exactly what is usually done in such cases.§ For

want of more light on the subject we cannot give other facts

of this journey. Some believe that the Mother of God went

 

* See CORNELIUS NEPOS, Preface.

t And Mary abode with her about three months, and she returned to her own

house. (Luke i. 56.)

J TEOMRELLI, Pt. 1. cap. 18. num. 16.

§ When the Saered Text does not say with whom the Blessed Virgin went, we

must understand thnt she went "'ith him, with whom she should uaturully go,

that is, with her husband. (CAuixo, Tom. IV. Lib. II. c. 8.)



 

to the mountains and returned on a beast of burden, the

conveyance which nature gave the Jews. This is a conjec

ture, and to give it as certain would be to give guesswork

for history, and say that what merely might have happened

really took place.

 

m
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CHAPTER Y.
.

ST. JOSEPH'S ANXIETY AS TO MARY'S CONDITION—HIS RESOLUTION

OF LEAVING HICR WHETHER HK LEARNED THE INCARNATION

OF THE ME6SIA8 FROM HER THE ANGEL APPEARS HIS LIFE

WITH MARY.

this world joy gives place to sorrow, as storm and calm

to the ocean, and at times our very tranquillity is

dashed with bitterness,* and tribulations gush from

the very fountains of consolation ; so that mortals seem

raised to the pinnacle of happiness that 'their downfall

may be more terrible and their agony more striking.

This is what history sets before our eyes in the mirror of daik

events : this is what we behold, even in those happy souls whom

God has placed upon earth as a rare spectacle of his adorable

Providence, when he wishes to try the purity of virtue.

 

Behold in peace is raj- bitterness most bitter, i [-aim xxxviii. 17.)
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Without recurring to other examples, we shall find in the

heart of Saint Joseph this conduct of heaven displayed

with traits worthy of the eloquence of a Chrysostom. " God,"

says this Father, " in his boundless benignity, mingles with

our toils the torrent of his sweetuess even in the just, in

whom he allows neither joy nor grief to be permanent, but

with admirable variety makes up the lives of his Saints of

prosperity and adversity, as we see he did with Saint

Joseph," 0 who, at the moment when he was most calm and

joyful in the amiable society of the Virgin, suddenly beheld

prosperity transformed into tribulation, and his qniet into

mortal anxiety at the new condition of his spouse, who

betrayed uumistakable signs of having conceived frnit in her

womb. This unexpected sight wounded Joseph's heart, not

in his sense of honor, as some say, but in the predominant

virtue of his humble heart ; for he was convinced that it was

easier for Mary to conceive without man's concurrence, than

for her to have been disloyal.f And what does he do at the

sight of so prodigious an event ? He is filled with surprise

and wonder, says Saint Jerome ; J yet he does not utter a

single word ; but, convinced of the purity of his Immaculate

* Enimvero benignus Dens laboribus duleia misenit ; id quod etiam in sancris

omnibus obscrvat ; neque pericula neque qnietum continnum pnestat ; sed his ct

illis perniixtim posttis, vitam justornm ordinal. Ut quod etiam hie fecit, ita per-

peudns velim. (ST. Jous CHRYSOSTOM, Hom. 4, in Matthccum.)

t Possibilius credidit, mnlierem sine viro posse eoncipere, qnam Mariam posse

peccare. (Anthor of the Imperfect icork on Mattheis.}

J " Non ab alio inventa est, nisi a Joseph, qni pene licentia maritali futures

uxoris iumnia noverat . . . Sed hoc testimonium Marite est, quod Joseph sciens

illins castitatem, et admirans quod evenerat, celat silentio cujus mysterium ne-scie-

bat."—" She was fonnd not by another, but by Joseph, who by almost marital

license knew all concerning his future wife . . . bnt this is Mary's testimony, that

Joseph knowing her chastity, and wondering at wh it had happened, concealed in

silence the mystery he knew not." (ST. JEROME, Comment. in .Ma.lt. Lib. //.)
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spouse, he leaves the mystery in silence, having already had

some preceding light from the confidence and liberty due him

as a spouse, although he had not perfectly understood all the

circumstances. By the writings and traditions of his nation

Joseph knew that the future Liberator of the human race

was to be born of a Virgin ; and on the other hand, he was

not ignorant that Heaven, already hastening the time of

his mercies, was now about to fulfil the promises he Lad

made the world ; but not conceiving or understanding the

mode in which this was to be accomplished, he was troubled

at the presence of this mystery which he already believed ;

both because the circumstances of the fulfilment came upon

him as new, and because great and distant things seem

greater when executed before our eyes. Hence Joseph con

ceived by his very eyesight a new respect for this Virgin

spouse, seeing that she was in reality Mother of God, when he

had merely supposed her destined to be so, and with the respect

came a feeling of disquiet, and confusion, which forced him

to consider within himself in this way, or something like it :

" What am I thinking of, that I do not withdraw from her

who is now Mother of God ? To leave so loved a treasure is

most painful and afflicting ; but as I am unworthy to be in

her society, and incapable of serving her according to her

dignity, I will withdraw from this Lady without her knowing

that I leave her. If I absent myself publicly, giving men

my reasons for the step, this miracle of sanctity will be made

infamous ; for as they are an uubelieving race, instead of

adoring the fulfilment and truth of the sacred prophecies,

they will ridicule my credulity, and Mary's honor will be

obscured." Such, says Saint Bernard, is the opinion of the

Holy Fathers. Why, asks the Saint, did Joseph wish to

leave her ? Hearken not to my opinion, but to that of the

Holy Fathers. Joseph wished to depart from her for the
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same reason that Peter kept off Our Lord from him, saying :

" Depart from me, 0 Lord, for I am a sinner"—for the same

reason that the Centurion kept him from his house when he

said : " Lord, I am not worthy that thou shonldst enter my

roof." But why privately, and not openly ? Lest the cause

of the divorce should be asked. For what answer would that

just man make to that stiff-necked people, to that uubeliev

ing and contradicting people ? If he should say what he

knew to be true, that he had every proof of her purity, would

not the incredulous Jews ridicule him, and stone her ? " 0

And who can fail to see that the Jews, who would not believe

the Son when speaking in the temple, would still less credit

his silence, when he was enclosed in his mother's womb ?

The Blessed Virgin confirmed the opinion of Saint Bernard

by a revelation made to her client Saint Bridget.f " Joseph,"

* " Qnare volnit dimittere eam ? Aceipe et in hoc non meam sod Patrnm

sententinm : propter hoc Joseph volnit dimittere eam, propter quod et Petrns Do-

minum a se repellebat dicens : Exi a me Domins qaia homo peccator sum; propter

quod et Centurio a domo sna enm prohibebat, cum diceret ; Domine non sua diyniu

uf intres snb tefuan meum. Sea qnart- occulte et non palam ? Ne videlicet divortii

causa inqnireretur. Quod eniim vir justus responderet populo dune cervicis, populo

non credenti et contrndicenti ? Si diceret quod sentiebat, quod de illius puritate

comprobaverat, nonne mox increduli Judiei subsannareut Ulum, lupidarent illam?"

(Sx. BERNARD, Hom. II. super Missus sst num. 14.)

The Venerable Father Canisius, in his dissertations on the Mother of God, the

ever Virgin Mary (Bk. IL ch. 13), cites Origen (Rom. I. in diva-sis), and many

other ancients in favor of St. Bernards opinion. "Compare," saysOrigen, "com

pare Joseph to Elizabeth the mother of John, who ud:niring Mary's dignity, when

she beheld her, said with great veneration ; Whence is this to me thai Ike Mother of

my lard should come to me ? (Luke i. 43 ;) so too Joseph, justly humbling himself in

all things, was full of care, and feared to offer himself as a companion to so high a

sanctity. Therefore he resolved to leave her privately." Bernard evidently fol

lows Origen and many other ancient fathers.

t Joseph videns nternm menm virtute Spiritus Sancti iurumescere, expavit vehe-

menter, non suspicatus contra me aliqnid sinistrmn. sod reronlauns dicta Prophe-

turnnn prsenuntiantium Filium Dei nasciturmm de Virgine, rvputabat se iudignuni
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Rays Our Lady, " seeing my form expand through the power of

the Holy Ghost, was filled with astonishment and admiration ;

not entertaining any undue suspicion of me, but remembering

the words of the Prophets, foretelling that the Son of God

should be born of a Virgin, he thought himself unworthy to

serve such a Mother, until the Angel in a dream bade him

not fear, but minister to me in charity."

Gerson adopts the opinion of Saint Bernard and confirms

it by this argument : " What did the angel say to him ? "

"Joseph, son of David, fear not to dwell with Mary, thy

wife ; " a proof that Joseph did not doubt Mary's purity, for in

that case the angel would have rebuked him for his incredu

lity.*

In favor of this conjecture, we may cite as Trombelli

teaches,f a Saint Jerome, who certainly judges that Saint

Joseph had some knowledge of the mystery before the day on

which he wished to leave Our Lady, and with Saint Jerome,

Remigius, or the author of a learned commentary on the

Gospel of Saint Matthew, the words of which are well cited

to prove that Saint Joseph was not a stranger to that mystery,

before the fulfilment of the prophecy of Isaias. " Joseph

saw," says Remigius, " that his spouse, who certainly had no

intercourse with mortal man, had nevertheless conceived : he

b.'held her pregnant whom he knew to be chaste, and he

revolved what he had read in the prophet Isaias : " A rod

tali ineervire Matri, donee angelus in somuis pnecepit sibi non timere, sed cum

charitate mihi miuistrure. (ST. BEHXJCT, Rerejations, Lib. VII. c. 25.)

* " Hinc Angelus ad earn ; Jofeph, Jilt David, noli timere aceipere Mariam amju-

yem tuam. Non dixit ; KM inercdului sae."—" Hence the angel said to him ;

Joseph, ion of Darid, fear not to take Mary thy wife. He did not say ; Be not iaere-

dutmas." (GEusoN, Serm. de .Vativ. Marim.)

t Saint Jerome undoubtedly favors this opinion. ^TEOMRELLI, Pt. cap. 19.

num. 6.)

 



 

shall come forth from the root of Jesse, and a flower shall

ascend from this root " (that is, that the Man G-od should bo

born of a daughter of David, the son of Jesse, from whom

Joseph's Virgin spouse descended) ; and again : " Behold a.

virgin shall conceive in her womb ; " therefore he concluded

that his spouse was the object of this prophecy, and that in

her would be verified this prophecy, moulded seven hundred

years before, with the greatest exactness in its choice of ex

pression.0 Oiher ancient Fathers can be cited, whose works

are not printed. And if we do not cite these documents, we

have the authority of Haymo, an ancient writer, who, treating

the matter in the same way as Raraigius, says that Joseph hav

ing read in the prophet Isaias that a virgin descended from

David should conceive and bear a eon, was not unprepared to

believe that the prophecy was fulfilled in his spouse.f Li-

borius Siniscalehi, an eloquent writer, speaking of this point,

expresses his opinion with these words, which adorn and con

firm Saint Joseph's not merely problematical and conjectural,

but real and certain knowledge of this mystery. " Few are

the authors who say that Saint Joseph doubted the Blessed

Virgin, and wished to leave her in consequence. God forgive

me for thinking so great a Saint gnilty of such a fault. The

Doctors commonly affirm that Saint Joseph had no doubt or

suspicion, however slight : but he was filled with confusion

and w >ndcr, because it had not yet been re.vealed to him how

his spouse was to conceive in her womb the only begotten of

* YMchnt unmque spiunam concepisse snmm, quum noverat a nullo viro t'nisse

adtset.nu, vidrlmt grayidmm qnam vere noverat castnm, et qnia le^erat in Pniphe-

ta ; fie Radicr J&ue sriel nrya, et flas de notice ejiu nscndet, ct novernt Beintam

M.i! i 'in originem duxisse de Stirpe David, oni tnit films .Tesse, et legernt etmm ;

Ecce Viryo in ufero couripiff, id cireo non discrepebat, vel Uiliidebnt hanc pruphetiam

essc implei:dam in es.

f HAYMO, Xerm. in r•jitia Naticti'itis.
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the Father. Beholding then, with his eyes, that fulfilled

which he had not wholly understood, full of confusion at the

thought of his own unworthiness to be in the company of a

M.ither worthy of being served by the highest monarchs, he

resolved in his humble breast to leave her, but with such

prudence that her honor should not be exposed to the words

of the people." This reasoning is not a frnit of this pious

writer's will, it is a thought which the Church chants in the

vesper hymn for the feast of Saint Joseph,0 which depicts

the admiration, blended with fear or reverence, which com

pelled the Saint to withdraw from a spouse who had become

by her rare sanctity the charm of his affections. This ad

miration, which the Church celebrates in her hymn, has

been sung to the glory of the humility and profound respect

of Saint Joseph, by the pious Spanish poet, Hurtado do

Mendoza.f

While Joseph was revolving these thoughts, which

troubled the very depth of his humility, and when he had

resolved to withdraw in secret from the Mother of God, ho

fell asleep ; and in his first slumber an angel appeared to

him,J who, explaining the mystery which he had not per-

* SINISCALCHI, Discorsi lar la noveaa del S. Natale, Tom. f. l>ix. 8. tl. 8. yiarno

dcUfi norfna.

t " Almo cum tumtdam germIne eonjngem,

Admlrans. dubio tanyreris anxlus. '

"Thee, when sore donbts of thy aflianced wife

Had filled thy righteons spirit with dismay,

An angel visited, and with blest words,

Scattered thy fears away."

"Prlmero que una Indecencia

on Maria, dice, creo

prodigies, 1 »ntes que culpas,

esperar milugros debo . . .

Concebir ain varon pui-do

mnfror que poaa los fncros

hmnanos, y & ;rlorlas suyas,

liiultea aenula i-tornus
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fectly understood, ordered him not to leave his spouse. The

Eternal Wisdom employed the traits of Saint Joseph's .pro

found humility to instruct him, by an authentic testimony as

to the fulfilment of a mystery, which he had hitherto only

deemed prohahle in the person of his spouse, whose youth

and entirely irreprehensible life gave no room to the shadow

of a thought against her purity and fidelity. " Joseph, son

of David ! " said the Almighty by the voice of an angel, §

" fear not to dwell with thy spouse, Mary (/or, as some say,

" fear not to celebrate thy union by the festive ceremonies yet

unperformed) : the frnit of thy spouse's womb is the work of

the Holy Ghost : think not of leaving her : the condition in

which she is, is the fulfilment of that great and renowned event

which Isaias announced, enlightened by the Holy Ghost. As

long as thou shalt live, thou shalt be esteemed the father of

the son to be born of her ; and invested with so honorable a

rank thou shalt with Mary give him the name of Jesus, which

signifies Saviour. The God of Abraham and of Jacob, has

chosen thee, that, being true spouse of the mother of the

future Liberator, thou mayest be to her a gnardian, and in the

eyes of men a husband ; for this adorable providence is for

the present concealed from them." This is a part of what

Quo me altera? Quo me turba?

Que mo recata? PudLunilo

ser uihnnuu ' ' ' Dios umIno

la pureza dc su pecho ?

Pero yo espoao? Yo digno

de este bu-n ? Todo lo espero

en Maria : solo dado

en U pane en quo sol dueno."

Vida is la Vlrgen, p. 41-3.

" " And while he thought on those thinirs, behold the angel of the Lord ap

peared to him in his sleep, saying : Joseph, son of David, fear not to take unto thee

Mary thy wife ; for thut which is conceived in her, is of the Holy Ghost." (Mutt.

i. 20.)

 



 

the envoy of God said briefly in the words given by Saint

Matthew in his Gospel,* whereby he also declared to Joseph

other circumstances of his election as spouse to the Immacu

late Virgin.

By this apparition of the angel Joseph was perfectly

enlightened, and conceived deeply how he should regard a

virgin whom the Holy Ghost had selected as a spouse, and

whom God the Father destined to be the Mother of his only-

begotten Son. The last thing that the Gospel gives us to

understand is, that Joseph, as a just man, esteemed himself

so inferior to his spouse, that but for the command of the

King and Lord of the Universe, and the obligation of con

curring in the designs of his Divine Majesty, his humility

would have shrunk from the guardianship of so precious a

deposit. On receiving this instruction from the heavenly

envoy, he awoke full of a holy calm and joy, and like a faith

ful and obedient servant of his Lord, he fulfilled it, at once

devoting himself entirely, from that day, in honoring and

serving the Mother of God, with the care and respect due

her. When it became necessary for Heaven to instruct the

Blessed Virgin, an angel appeared to her while awake, and

the same was the case with Zachary and the shepherds ; but

" to Saint Joseph," says Saint John Chrysostom,f " the angel

* Behold the angel of the Lord appeared to him in his sleep, saying ; Joseph,

son of David, fear not to take unto thee Mary thy wife, for that which is conceived

in her is of the Holy Ghost. And she shall bring forth a son, and thou shult rail

his name Jesus . . . Now all this was done, that it might he fulfilled which the

Lord spoke by the prophet, saying : " Behold a Virgin shall be with child, and

bring forth." (Matt i. 20-23.)

t Mary, says St. John Chrysostom, required to be instrncted by the angel while

awake, because it was the first time that the Virgin was instrncted in the most

hidden mysteries ; the shepherds needed it from their ignorance ; and Zuiehary

had the same necessity of having the nn^ul apnear to him while awake ; but to

the faithful Joseph the angel appeared while he slept. " Et cur non aperte, ut

 



 

spoke while he slept, to give him on that occasion tokens of

his acknowledged fidelity. And he surely proved his fidelity

by his prompt obedience,0 for without delay he altered his

manner, remaining in the company of the Mother of God,

without deviating from the angel's orders.f

Saint Joseph's trouble and fear Listed but a short time,

as the Gospel hints,}: and Saint John Chrysostom § says, in

wurds that clearly mean that God did not delay in his

counsels, but that soon after the pain he sent an angel to

banish the fears which so greatly troubled him : " Imme

diately an angel stood by him." Heaven was prompt in

consoling him, and Joseph wfts so prompt and punctnal in

obeying, that to wake was to obey. He did not doubt as

Zacliary had done, nor ask the angel to give him any proof

of the truth of what he asserted. || "Able to disbelieve that

dream," says the Abbot Trombelli, " as subject in its nature

to illusion and deceit, Joseph asked the angel neither for a con

firmation of the order nor of the mystery which he revealed,

but immediately put in execution all he intimated. From

this admirable resignation and obedience, the theologians with

I

pastoribus et Zaehariic visas est, nccnon etiam Virgini ? Admodum fidelis vir

ernt (Joseph), neque egebat tali visione. (ST. JOHN CHEYSOSTOM, Hom. /P. in

Matt.) ^

" And Joseph, rising np from sleep, did as the angel of the Lord had com

manded him. (Matt. i. 24.)

f Cornelius Juusenius on the tent of St. Matthew, explains this obedience of

Saint Joseph in this eloquent passage : ' In these words his great virtne of obe

dience and faith is commended to us, for he so qnickly believed and obeyed the

angel, merely warning him in sleep, and affirming a thing so new and incredible."

(Corn. JASSENIUS, liismie OF GHENT, in cap. 1. Maltluei.)

J But while he thought on these things, behold the angel of the Lord appeared

to him. (Matt. i. 20.)

§ ST. JOHN CHIRYSOsTOM, Hum. IV. in Matlh. num. 3.

|| And Zachary said to the angel: Whereby shall I know this? (Luke i. 18.)
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great probability infer, that the saint had, prior to this

apparition, been several times honored with visits and warn

ings of angels, so that he immediately knew that this dream

was from heaven. Adopting, then, this judgment of the

divines, we cannot wonder at what we are told by the famous

interpreters of Scripture, that the word jast, employed by

Saint Matthew, when speaking of the spouse of Mary, means

adorned with all virtues, because he truly was a just man,

and as such showed himself to the angels on this occasion.*

Some believef that Saint Joseph was still in the house

• TnoMRELLi, Part 1. cap. 19. num. 18.

t Whether the Blessed Virgin was still in the house of Zachary, or had returned

to Nazareth when St. Joseph perceived her pregnancy, is uncertain. Adhering to

the more natural course, where we have no more certain notice, I am of the opin

ion that it was in Zachary's house. (CALISO, Tom. IV. Lib. 2. cap. !). t Saiat

John Chrysostom (//om. IV. in J/atfA.\ and Saint Augustine (Epistohi 153, a>l Mn-

crdonium cap. ^. § 9.) think that St. Joseph believed the Blessed Virgin to have

been unfaithful ; but in St. Bernard's time the opinion of these fathers was least

commonly held ; because examining other ancient Fathers, we find the mass of

opinions against Saint Augnstine and Saint Chrysostom. Hence, following the

eriticism of Alphonso Castro, we may say that many things have been dis

covered in these later days which some Fathers of the primitive ages of the Church

cither did not know or doubted. (See BINEE, Apparatus ad jurisprudentiam, Part

3. art. 7. § 2.)

Saint Bernard, cited for the milder opinion, says that his opinion is the common

one of the Fathers who/treat of this matter. " Atxipe non meam sed Pairum sen-

tentiam." And who are these Fathers ? Saint Jerome and the author of the Im

perfect Work attributed to Saint John Chrysostom, where we read : " O iniestima-

bilia hms Marite! Magis credebat (Joseph) castitati ejus quam utero ejus; et

plus gratite quam naturte. Conceptionem certe videbat et fornicationem suspicari

non poterat." St. Basil and Origen, or the anthors of the homilies current under

their names, say the same. St. Bernard might have found the opinion also in many

manuseripts. not even yet published, some of which are preserved at Bologna in

the library of St. Savior's, according to the account of the Abate Trombelli. whose

words are as follows : " What is here said will suffice to satisfy the piety and in

quiry of the pious Bnt I flatter myself that it will be well received by theologians

also if I add what I found in au ancient commentary on St. Matthew, formed after

Cteif:
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of Zachary, when he became aware of the altered condition

of his spouse, which can only be said by way of conjecture,

as it is not declared in any documents of the time.

Well versed in the oracles of Isaias and the traditions of

his nation, Joseph, like the mass of the Jews, expected that

the promised Messias would be born of a virgin of the tribe

of Juda, and a descendant of David : but before the angel

had revealed the mystery to him in dreams, it did not appear

to him by any authentic and solemn testimony of Heaven,

that his illustrious spouse was the virgin destined to conceive

and give to the world the glorious Liberator. At most he

the fashion of a Catena of texts of ancient Fathers, and evidently written in the

twelfth or thirteenth centuries, in a still uapublished parehment preserved in onr

library. The extract is : " Ilia iuventa est habens de Spiritu Sancto : hoc docet

sequens litera : Joseph iste, qni sciebat, so Mariam Virginem accepisse ; et a viro

intactam bene servassc, qnid et unde ilia conceptio rrut. prorsus nesciebat. Cum

ergo esset justus et juste omnia vellet age re : sciebat enim, illam castam esse et

injuste ageret, si innocentem proderet , et ex alia parte timebat, se eoram Deo

peccare, si consentiret rei incognitse.— Volnit occulte ut prius dimittere eam, ut

scilicet hanc medium vium eligeus, neque innocentem proderet, neque rei ini-iy-

nitse consentiendo, sc coram Deo renm fuceret. Vel aliter : Joseph, cum esset justus

per fidem, qna credebnt : Christum de Vfrgine nasi-ituram secundum prophutiam

Isaiic, qua dixerat ; Virginem de domo David concepturam et Dominum purita-

ram ; et ideo aliquid magnum de ista suspicabntur, qnare nollet earn trnduccre,

humilians se ante tantam gratium volnit dimittere."—'' She was fonnd to have

conceived of the Holy Ghost. The passage following teaches that Joseph, who

knew that he had received Mary a Virgin, and as such preserved her, conld uot

understand this conception or whence it came. As he was just, ho wished to do all

jr.stly : for he knew that she was chaste, and he wonld act unjustly if he betrayed

the innocent, and on the other hand he feared that he would sin before God, if he

cousented to what he knew not, Ace., hence he wished to send her away privately

as soon as possible, that by this medium he might neither betray the innocent, nor

by consenting to what he knew not, make himself gnilty before God. Or other-

vi>e, As Joseph »wjiut by faith, ichereby he b'liered that Christ vo ill be born of a

Viry'n, accordmy to the prophecy of /sa/as, icherein it icas said, that a Viryin of the

honse of David ikonld conceire and bear the Lord ; thnrefore he inspected some yrvit

mystery in her, hence he ironld not d'liver h"r up, but hneabllny himself before 10 ffreat a

y i uce he wishcd la part isith her. (TROMRELLI, Part 1. c. 19.)
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might know it privately from the lips of his spouse, or it

might be suggested by reflections convincing him that the

time of the mercies of the Lord was already accomplished ;

so his espousals with a daughter of Juda and descendant of

David, consecrated to God by a vow of perpetual virginity,

were as the first dawning above the horizon of the long ex

pected day of the Jews, certain signs that the coming of the

Saviour was at hand. The ancient prophecy of Jacob,

wherein he announced to his son, the head of the tribe of

Juda, the birth of the Expectation of the Gentiles, now

seemed visibly verified ; for the sceptre of Juda was now

broken, and the natives deprived of all public authority.

Herod of Ascalon, surnamed the Great, was King of the

Jews : an Idumean on his father's side, an Arab in manners,

a foreigner too on his mother's side, and a usurper of the

crown of Judea only by the protection and overwhelming

influence of the Romans. This stripping Juda of the power

and sceptre, this wresting of both from that famous tribe and

from the royal line of David, were the signs of the Messias'

coming : and by them, joined to the circumstances of the

espousals of the Blessed Virgin, every one must feel that

Joseph had sufficient grounds to augur the lot of his spouse,

and deem her selection probable.

There are, I admit, no sacred or other documents to

supply the silence of the inspired historians, so as to prove

to a demonstration that Saint Joseph conjectured by these

circumstances the future glory of his spouse, but we cannot

for that reason deny what does not pass the bounds of

probable conjecture. Some writers, as well ancient as modern,

as it appears, are inclined to believe that the most holy patri

arch, before the apparition of the angel, was not even by a

conjectural knowledge convinced that the sacred virgin, con

fided to him rather as a guardian than a husband, could
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be the chosen one of God for the fulfilment of the prophecy

of I suias. I cannot conform to this idea ; for, as others drew

from the prodigies wrought hy Jesus, strong presumptions for

believing him to be the Son of God and promised Messias,

it is uubecoming to dispute or deny Joseph the right of

applying to his glorious spouse, as probable, the grace of being

chosen as mother of that Redeemer, who, seated on the throne

of David, was to change his earthly empire to a spiritnal

kingdom. Such was the opinion of Bemigius and Haymo,

celebrated writers in their day, and cited by us in a previous

chapter.

As regards the time when Saint Joseph had, if we may

so express it, private information as to the execution of the

most sublime of mysteries in the most pure womb of his

spouse, I repeat that we do not read in authentic records that

the Blessed Virgin Mary communicated to her spouse the fact

of the embassy and salutation of the Archangel Gabriel,

when that sovereign spirit, having fulfilled his mission, de

parted. But, appealing to probability and likelihood, there is

no error in conjecturing this. Thomas Rovero0 believes that

the Mother of God, immediately after the heavenly messenger

announced to her her incomprehensible dignity, informed her

spouse of the event, and confirms his opinion by the following

learned argument : " At the unexpected apparition of the

angel, who, being deputed for the work of the Incarnation

of the Eternal Word, saluted the glorious Virgin, informing her

that she was chosen as Mother of the Son of the Most High,

Mary was troubled at the nature of the message, and the

angel dissipated the fears which disqnieted her. All the

Fathers regard these unreflected movements of the soul

of the Blessed Virgin as actions of an eminent virtue."

* ROVEEO, on the Blessed Viryin, p. 162.



 

" Mary's fear," says Saint Bernard,* " was not surprise at

any infidelity, nor trouble of her understanding caused by any

spectre, raised by the weakness of the fancy : she was sur

prised only at the unwonted way in which she was saluted by

the angel of the Lord." The sacred Virgin fears, and like a

most prudent one examines the cause whence her fear arises,

with the exactuess of a delicate conscience, in order to resolve

correctly. Imitating Saint Bernard, the celebrated theologian

Gerson f says, that when he saw his spouse with child, he

became thoughtful, and wished to leave her ; he was not

troubled, but the very greatuess of the mystery which now

entered his eyes, surprised him, but without any idea of

infidelity on the part of the Immaculate Virgin disconcerting

the harmony of his heart. It seemed to Joseph a wonder

worthy of the greatest admiration, that new spectacle

thus about to verify the prophecies which announced a Re

deemer ; he saw that the Son of God, conceived by the

operation of the Holy Ghost, visibly grew in the most pure

womb of his spouse, and this seemed to him new and

wondrous: as too, it seemed to Mary a rare novelty for her

to be a virgin and a mother. The agitation in both was no

idea of infidelity, -it was a kind of overpowering awe : and as

Mary and Joseph equally shared that fear or doubt, which

went no further than awe, the angel did not reprove them as

faithless or incredulous, r,or did the Lord chastise them as he

did Zachary J when that priest asked the envoy of God for

proof of the fruitfulness of Saint Elizabeth, which he an

nounced ; he only told them by the voice of the archangel,

 

 

* Turbata est sed not perturbata. " Mary was troubled bnt not perturbed."

(ST. BEHNAHD, Hom. 1. super Mima rst.)

f GEHSON, De Nntlr'ilntc Maria Viryinia, port 3.

J And Zachary said to the unjrel: Whereby shall I know this? for I am an

old man ; and my wife is advanced in years. (Luke i. 18.)

\
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not to fear. " Fear not, Mary." 0 " Joseph, eon of David, fear

not." f

" To understand the degree attained by the virtue and

respect of Saint Joseph on beholding the fulfilment of the

prophecies, it is proper to determine the period when he had

his first idea of the Incarnation of the Divine Word in his

spouse's womb. Saint Matthew,J before relating that the

angel addressed Saint Joseph in his sleep, says, that without

using his marital rights, he had discovered that his spouse

had conceived through the operation of the Holy Ghost.

And who was the person who had the glory of being the first

to know the execution of this mystery ? The great doctor

and master of the Scriptures, Saint Jcrome,§ answers that it

was Joseph, whom, as spouse and gnardian, it was becoming

that the tidings of the happy state of his spouse should reach

before all others : Joseph was the first who observed Mary's

condition, as he by his right and privilege as husband could

not be unaware of the appearance of his spouse. " Yes,"

says Saint Basil, || "it was Saint Joseph who was informed

* And the Anljel said to her: Fear not, Mary. (Luke •'. 30.)

t Joseph, son of David, fear not. (Matt i. 20.)

I When his moth<r Mary was espoused to Joseph, hefore they came together

she wns fonnd with child of the Holy Ghost. (Matt i. 18.)

§ Non ab alio inventu est qnam a Joseph, qui pene licentia maritali futntte

uxoris omnia noverat.. (ST. JEROME, in Matt. Lib. 11.) Vocat Hieronymus Mariam

fnturam nxorem, n0u quod id temporis initum nun fnisset matrimonium, sed qnia

ut ait Hilarius apud Maldonatum : {In .\fatt. \. 25.) Ante spousa erat, postea in

nomen transivit uxoris, non quod marito conjuncta fuerit, sed quod peperit nt

fnciunt uxores.

|| '• Inventa est grnvidn de Spiritu Sancto. Amho invenit Joseph et concep-

tionem ct causam."—" Joseph discovered both the fact of Conception and the

cause." (Sr BASIL, Hom, xxv.)

We mnst note here, that although Saint Jerome, even after the Blessed Vir ;in

brought forth the Man God, calls her the future wife of Joseph : yet he did not by

these expressions mean to exclude the idea of a real marriage, his intent being by

 



 

by his spouse when the mystery was scarcely accomplished,

that she had by the miraculous operation of the Holy Ghost

conceived in her womb the Son of the Most High. The

two facts were made known to Saint Joseph at the same

moment, the Incarnation and the sovereign Author of so

tremendous a work. I cannot doubt but that this confidence

was natural from the sacred ties which united these two souls,

destined to be the object of a peculiar providence. It did not

become the fame of the Blessed Virgin, that she should for any

time conceal from her spouse an event which so much concerned

his honor and conscience. Nor was it reconcilable with the

loyalty due such an alliance, that Joseph should not have

kiDwn that his wife was Mother of God, till he saw with his

own eyes the effects and signs of the frnit which she bore in her

womb. It was not becoming, I repeat, that the sitnation of

that Blessed Virgin, whom the most adorable Providence had

given Joseph for a spouse and committed to his care, should

become known to him only some months after. " God," says

Saint Ambrose in his first book on the Gospel of Saint Luke,

"watehed with such loving providence over the interests of

his mother, that he exposed to the doubts of some the origin

of his generation, that no spot might be attributed to the

brilliant purity of her honor. How then can we be convinced

that God, who in a singular manner regarded his mother's

honor and reputation, would permit Joseph, intrusted with

that treasure, to be ignorant of the condition of his spouse, till

his very eyes suddenly discovered the fact, in this way expos

ing him, if not to thoughts against the fidelity, at least

against the innocence of his spouse. " I cannot believe," says

tlie words " future wife " to mean thnt Joseph and Mary acted with such purity,

that they seemed rather betrothed than married.
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Gerson,0 "that the Blessed Virgin would have concealed

from her holy spouse the apparition of the angel, and the

object of his coming. If I must express my opinion, I will

affirm it as a point that I cannot doubt, that the Blessed

Virgin, before leaving Nazareth for the hilly country to visit

Saint Elizabeth, informed Saint Joseph, that she had already

given her consent, that without detriment to the virginity

which she had vowed to God, the Eternal Word should take

flesh in her womb, and that she had already conceived him

in her womb by the operation of the Holy Ghost. If. this is

well examined, it seems more probable that Joseph was

informed of this mystery before Elizabeth ; as well by the

confidence due him in consequence of his connection with her

in marriage, as for his eminent virtue which raised him above

all the prophets and patriarchs, above all saints. If Saint

Elizabeth was favored with a knowledge of this mystery, that

she might understand that she had in her house the mother

of her Lord, with greater reason should Joseph be enlightened,

for he was spouse, companion, and guardian of the Blessed

Virgin', and reputed father of the Man God. At the first

words of the Blessed Virgin's salutation, the Divine Spirit

declared to Saint Elizabeth the happy mystery which had

transpired at Nazareth, and shall we believe that that Spirit

would conceal what it had operated on his spouse from Jo

seph, a man enlightened and chosen for the execution of the

divine decrees, and, as Saint Bernardf says, filled with a most

lofty spirit to penetrate and share in the sublimest mys

teries ? "

* GERSOS, F.pist. saper institnt.festi S. Josephi.

t Illi data est intelligentia in mysteriis soumiornm ; isti dutum est conschun

fieri, ac participem ccelestium sucramentornm."—" To the former Joseph wns given

understanding of the mystery of dreams ; to the last Joseph to be conscious of and

partake iu heavenly mysteries." (Si. BEENAEII, Hom. 2. SttlKT Mima at.)
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We must now solve a difficulty arising from words of the

Gospel of Saint Matthesv, which induced several ancient

writers to lay down that Saint Joseph doubted the honor of

his most holy spouse, and that God, as he permitted Saint

Thomas to doubt of his resurrection, also chose to permit

Saint Joseph to doubt for a time, with the design that that

very doubt should in the sequel redound to the honor of the

Blessed Virgin, and prove an authentic testimony of the

fulfilment of the prophecy of Jacob and the oracle of Isaias.

" Joseph, son of David, fear not to take unto thee Mary thy

wife, for that which is conceived in her, is of the Holy Ghost."

If Joseph (say some Fathers) was instructed at the time of

the annunciation, and learned from the lips of his spouse that

she had by the command of heaven conceived the Son of the

M ist High, why should the angel appear to him in sleep,

order him to lay aside his fears, and inform him as to the

author of that guest which appeared in the womb of the

Virgin ? We answer, that the angel appeared to the most

holy spouse of the Mother of God, to confirm by a solid and

authentic testimony, what he had conjectured, and what the

Blessed Virgin had confided to him as her consort and guar

dian of her person, at the time of the accomplishment of the

mystery. This answer is based on the opinion of grave the

ologians,* who think that the Blessed Virgin, although she

* " Vel tandem diei potest, licet Virgo privntim mysterium intelligeret, se

tamen gessisse, ac si id nescirct ; tarn nt ipsa sunm immobile propositum osten-

deret : tum ut angchft sute conceptions moilum divina auctoritnte testaretur, sicut

infra dicemus de Joanne quando misit ad interrogandum Christum : * Tu quis es ? '"

—" Or finally, it may be said that, although the Blessed Virgin privately under

stood the mystery, yet nevertheless acted as though she did not, that she might

show her unshaken resolve, and ul^o that the angel might testify by divine author

ity the method of her conception, as we shall show of John, when he sent 'to ask

Christ ; Who art thou ? " (SeAuEZ, Tom If. in D. 3. d'isp. (i. § 2.)

yr.
3J
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might have privately, that is, by some private revelation,

understood the secret of conceiving the Son of God without

detriment to her virginity, might nevertheless interrogate the

envoy of the Almighty as to the accomplishment of that mys

tery, that the angel might illuminate her still more clearly, and

give her a solid and anthentic testimony of what she other

wise understood, as to the verification of that mystery, so

frequently prophesied. Just as the Baptist, who before his

birth knew of the Messias' coming, yet sent to ask him

whether he was the Expected of the Jews, or whether another

was to come to redeem them.

Hence we must say with Theophylact that the reason

given by the angel was a powerful and mighty one, even

though his fear was only reverential, caused by his knowledge

of the dignity and excellence of his spouse. The angel, by

explaining that it was a work of the Holy Ghost, gave him a

solemn and authentic confirmation, and greater light than he

had previously had, to prefer in that miraculous work the

claims of heaven to the designs of his humility and the fears

of his respect.0 By the revelation of the Sovereign Spirit

Joseph learned a mystery not yet manifested to him, namely,

that it was the decree of the Eternal Wisdom, that he should

be outwardly reputed as father of that son whom the Virgin

Mary had conceived by the miraculous operation of the

Almighty, and that to carry out to its fulfilment this decree,

it became him not to leave the mother. Haymo,f a grave

* " Tu times adjungi ilke, qnia ex Spiritu Sancto concepit : sed ne timeas aeci-

pere, cst enim uxor tna, et a Domino dictum propter hanc relinquet homo patrem

et mutrem."—;' Thon fearest to be united to her, because she has conceived of the

Holy Ghost ; but fear not to take her, for she is thy wife, and it has been said by

the Lord, for this shall a man leave his father and his mother." (TuEOPim-Airr,

in Matt. i |

| " Cur dimittere volnit ? Qnia ncc totum scivit, nee totum ignoravit."—

 



 

author, and one of the most learned of his time, argues in

this wise in confirmation of this opinion : Joseph knew

already that the Son of God had taken flesh in the most pure

womb of his virgin spouse, but he was not informed of all the

consequences resulting from so high a mystery, and hence he

sought to leave the Mother of Jesus. I mean, that although

he knew that the Blessed Virgin was really Mother of God,

yet he had not understood that the design of heaven in his

marriage was that he should appear to the eyes of men as the

husband of the Virgin, and that invested with the quality of

father, he should on the day of the circumcision give the child

the name of Jesus, and continue to serve both son and mother.

This being so, it is necessary to affirm that the angel's in

struction was timely for two reasons : first, that Joseph might

have a greater and more solemn testimony as to the mystery

which his spouse had confided to him ; secondly, that under

standing God's designs in his sacred spousals, he might not

think of leaving the Blessed Virgin. Joseph awoke highly en

lightened, and adoring the decrees of Heaven he fulfilled them

with the most complete and faithful obedience. His doubt

sprang from wonder, like the fear of the Blessed Virgin when

the angel announced her future felicity. " Joseph, like Mary,"

says Rovero,* " was amazed at the novelty and greatness of

the mystery, and both were enlightened by the heavenly

messenger. Each laid fear aside, and with the most punctual

obedience accepted what Heaven suggested. Mary offered

herself to the will of the Almighty signified by the angel,

" Whv did he wish to leave her? Because he neither fijlly knew, nor was entirely

ignorant." (HAYMO, Hom \ in Viyil. Nativ.)

* Joseph's condnct in his doubts and fears was like that pursued by Mary.

Both were amazed at the novelty and greatuess of the mystery . . Both were en

lightened and instructed by the discourse of the Angel. (RovERO, Dacorsi sopra

la Vita della B. I 'ityine Maria.''
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and Joaeph took the spouse, whom in thought he had already

left, imagining himself unworthy to appear in the presence

of that prodigy of purity, and that incomparable dignity."

We must nevertheless notice, that some say that Saint

John Chrysostom,* Saint Augustine,f and other holy Fathers

whom they cite, and whom Suarcz J and Maldonado § ap

parently follow, think that Saint Joseph had some suspicion

or doubt of the fidelity of the Blessed Virgin when he perceived

her condition. The expressions used by these Fathers in this

matter, are not so precise as to exclude a favorable interpreta

tion. Some words of Saint John Chrysostom are indeed com

monly cited, to prove that Saint Joseph doubted the fidelity

of his spouse, but it is not easy to decide what was the opinion

of this saint, because translators vary as to the meaning of

his words. The ancients thus interpreted the words of

Chrysostom, "Joseph seeing Mary with child, was greatly

troubled." || More recent interpreters rejecting this transla

tion, give another meaning to Chrysostom's words, and affirm

in all confidence that Joseph conceived a suspicion derogatory

to Mary's honor and name.^[ If this interpretation be correct,

I shall, like the angelic doctor in a similar case,** reply, that

Chrysostom went too far, or in this point exceeded the bounds

of critical correctness. I answer in this way, not so much

through respect and veneration for Saint Joseph, as for the

* ST. CHRYBOSTOM, Ifomil. VIII. in Mni/h.

t Sr AuGUsnxF., Serm. 343.

J SUAREZ, Tom. 2. in 3. p. Disp. 7. Sect. 2.

§ MALDONADO, in dip. 1. Matih.

|] Videndo quippe Joaeph gravidam Virginem, in conturbationem incidit nvixi-

uinm. (Ancient Version..)

Tj Videt ille virginetu nternm gestantem, ea de re turbatur . . . adulterant

enim suspicabatur (Recent J"en:mu.)

** ST. THOMAS, 3. p. q. 27. art. 4. ad. 3. ubi ait excessisse Chrysostomum, cmn

Marke Virginl inauem gloriolam attribuit.
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Blessed Virgin, whose honor and purity God would not permit

any one to be so hardy as to doubt, as Saint Ambrose said.

Saint Augustine does indeed employ the expression,

" Joseph was tempted by suspicion," " suspicione tentatus

est," but this does not mean suspicion of crime, but of adora

tion, judgment, or conjecture of something great, as if we

were to say : Joseph, knowing that the Blessed Virgin was

of blameless life, judged that the new state in which he saw

her, was a sign of something singular, and hence he would

not betray her. Such, too, is the language of some ancient

manuscripts preserved in St. Savior's library in Bologna.*

Some admit that these Fathers attribute to Saint Joseph

doubt or suspicion as to the purity of his spouse, because in

those first centuries of the Church, there did not shine forth

all those lights which the Divine Spirit has successively

deigned to communicate to the expounders of the Holy

Scriptures. Hence modern critics f say that in these last ages

many points have been discovered which the ancients did not

know or doubted.

* See page 95. t AlphmuMis Castro mud Joseph limer.

*

 



CHAPTER VI

 

BIRTH OF THE SON OF GOD, AND THE LIFE OF ST. JOSEPH TILL

THEN—THE 8HEPHERD8 COME TO ADORE THE INFANT GOD IN

THE PRESENCE OF ST. JOSEPH THE CIRCCMCISION OF JESC8

AND THE CIRCUMSTANCES OF THE RITE.

I HE most holy patriarch, consoled by the presence of

the angel, altered his resolution, and continued to

serve, with the greatest respect and care, her whom

he now regarded by the solemn and authentic

testimony of an angel, as the true Mother of God,

and spouse of the Holy Ghost. All his endeavor

was to regard the Blessed Virgin more as a sovereign than

a spouse, combining his labor with the continual exercise

of the most heroic virtues, and with the contemplation of

the prophecies towards the human race, of which the fulfil

ment had now begun. The Gospel does not say it ; but

considering the sanctity of BO enlightened a hero, it is very
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probable that in those six months in which he lived at

Nazareth before the birth of the Messias, he had frequent

apparitions of angels, as they could not but have descended

from heaven to adore their Creator, who, invested with human

flesh, now lay hidden in Mary's virginal womb.

In the last days of these six months, when the birth of

the Child-God now approached, Joseph, in obedience to the

decrees of Csesar, set out with the Blessed Virgin from

Nazareth for Bethlehem, his city, or at the least the original

scat of the royal family of David, from which both the saint

and his most noble spouse were descended. Already were

fulfilled the preparatives, which in the designs and forecast

of the Eternal Wisdom were to precede the happy birth of

the Man-God : it now only remained for Joseph and his most

holy spouse to proceed to Bethlehem of Juda, where, as the

sacred oracles declared, the Redeemer was to be born. For

this purpose, God, who directs to his own ends the resolutions

of men, so ordained that Augustus Csesar, at that very time,

should by a general mandate command the whole world to

be enrolled. The order of the imperial court having been pub

lished by Cyrinus or Qnirinus, President of the Province of

Syria, bordering on Judea (to whom, from motives of Roman

policy this affair was committed), Joseph descended to Beth

lehem with his most holy spouse, to enroll his name and pay

his census, a tax of A coin of the country 0 contributed by

each person as he gave in his name to the imperial commis

saries. If the journey from Nazareth to Bethlehem was made

partly by land and partly by water, the distance was about

one hundred and twenty miles ; if all by land, about ninety.

Saint Joseph's admirable prudence, and the condition of the

* Denario in oensum pro singulis persolnto. (TiRiNrs, in Lnc. i. 1.) The de

narius was worth abont fifteen cents.



 

Blessed Virgin, from the nearness of her time of delivery,

induce us to believe that the journey was all made by land,

and that our Lady had such conveniences as her spouse's

position in life enabled him to afford. The distance was

usually travelled in five days, according to the accounts of

those versed in the Jewish customs ; and hence it is believed

that after that space of time the Blessed Virgin arrived, not

at a suburb, as Hyacinth Serri pretends, but at the city or

town of Bethlehem, according to Saint Justin, the martyr,

himself a native of Palestine,* Eusebius f and Bochart,^ who

are more worthy of credit than Serri. Bethlehem was a place

of small size, and the lodgings which it afforded were already

occupied or engaged by families, who, from being attended with

the stronger recommendation of wealth, always get in an inn

sooner than the poor ; and for this reason Saint Joseph took

up for his abode with that stable in a cave, which the decrees

of heaven had determined as the place of the birth of the

Messias and new monarch of Judea, who, as soon as he was

born, according to critical historians and theologians, was

placed by angels in the arms of his most holy mother. Saint

* " Vicus autem quidam est in regione Judseorum distans stadiis triginta quin-

que (id est, quatuor millia passuum) »b Hierosolymis, in quo natus est Jesus Chm-

tus."—" Bethlehem, where Jesus Christ was born, is a certain village in Judea,

distant 35 stadia, that is four miles, from Jeiusalem." (Sr. JUSTIN, Martyr, A1K>-

loyiaprima, § 34.)

t " Et adhuc locum incolentes, tanquam a patribus ad ipsos profecta traditione,

iis qui locorum cognoscendorum gratia Bethleem proticisci consueverunt, testantur

sermonum probantes veritatem per agri demonstrationem, in quo enixa Virgo de-

posuit infantem."—" And those who now inhabit the place, by the tradition handed

down from their forefathers, so testify to those who go to Bethlehem to see the

spot, and prove the truth of their words, by showing the field where the Blessed

Virgin brought forth her Son." (Eusiceirs, DemiMlrat. Evanyel. Lib. VII. cap. 2 )

Casaubon reads ontri (cave) instead of agri (field.)

J BOCHART, Deacriptio Terras Saixta.



 

Joseph, as the Abate Trombelli says,* upon the advent, the

happy moment when the Infant God was about to come

forth, left the grotto, as propriety and respect to the Bles*ed

Virgin required ; but when Jesus was born, swathed and laid

in the manger, the saint returned, summoned either by the

voice of the Mother of the God, or the cry of the child, or

else by the music of the angelic hosts : and first adoring the

new-born Saviour, he took him in his arms and folded him

in the cloak or mantle which he wore ; a fragment of which,

as Octavius Pancirollus and the learned continuators of

Bollandus write, is preserved at Rome among the relics of

the Church of Saint Cecilia tras Tevere.-\

* TROMDF.LLI, Port. I. cap. 20. num. 4. page 99.

T PAPEREIKHIUS, ad diem 19 Martli.

Hyacinth Serri thinks that Christ, was horn outside the walls of Jerusalem, and

with great complacency says: '* I confidently assert that Christ was born outside

of Bethlehem, in a field in the suburbs." (Ersrc. 20. § 2.) But Anthony Sandinus,

(tte Chrislo 1). cap. 1. § 7), says that Serri first corrupted the texts of Justin Mar

tyr, Ensebius and Bochart, and then confidently advanced his opinion with his

usual boldness. Justin writes thus : " Nato vero tune puero in Bethlehem, quoniam

Joseph non habebat in vico illo ubi diverteret, in specu quodam prope vicum di-

vertit ; et cum tune illic essent, ibi pcpent Maria Christum."—" The child was

born then in Bethlehem, because Joseph having no place in the town to put up at,

turned to a cave near the town, and while they were there, Mary there brought

forth the Christ." (ST. JUSTIN, Dial, cum Tryphotu:. § 78.)

Eusebius, already cited, expressly mentions Bethlehem : and yet withal S r i

has the temerity to assert that Christ was born in a suburb, ontside of the walls of

Bethlehem, as if the place had walls, unless he merely means the limits of the

town. Bochart savs, "juxta muros civitatis erat stabulum."—" There was a stable

near the walls of the city," (Apml. liaroninm ad anu. 1. § 2.) and Serri rends t'»

ayro suburbano ; restraining the meaning of the words, " near the walls," to the

outside, but excluding the inside.

Petavius, a far better theologian and critic than Serri, says, that those who up

hold the opinion that Saint Joseph remained with the Blessed Virgin outside of

the city or town, have no foundation for it. (Ratianarii i--mporum, Tan. 2. Lib. IV.

cap. 2 ) Not to fatigne our readers with a cloud of texts, I omit the Latin, and

merely give a translation of this passage of Petavius : " To manifest the fidelity
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From the very stable of Bethlehem where Joseph was

rejoicing over the new-horn Infant God, the heavenly spirits

in glad attire issued forth, we may well suppose, for the tower

of Ader, which is between Jerusalem and Bethlehem, and

about three qnarters of a mile from the latter. At the fourth

wateh in the morning, that is, as the dawn was about break

ing over the horizon, according to Arnobius,0 they gave the

shepherds the happy tidings of the Messias' birth ; and these

entered the city, whose gates, if it had any,f either stood open

from its being a time of peace, or opened miraculously,J they

of the prophecy of Micheas (v. 1 ), Joseph arrived with the Blessed Virgin, and in

that very spot our Lady bore Him who was the salvation of the human race. I

mean to say that in that very town, and in the public hospice, as St. Luke says ;

where finding no lodging, they went to a stable under a rock, made there appa

rently because the gronnd is harsh and stony from the rocks which the Author of

Nature has piled there ; and hence the ancients, like Justin, call it a cave or

grotto. That Christ was born in the very town of Bethlehem itself seems most

probable, as the words of Micheas signify this, when they say that the Messias

shall be born in Bethlehem ; and hence those who imagine that he was born in a

suburb outside of the limits of Bethlehem, give suburbs to that little place with

ont any authority for so doing. And they are at variance with Bede, who says

that the grotto where Jesus was born is iuside of Bethlehem."

Bethlehem is sometimes in the Evangelical books called city, and sometimes a

small town as Saint Epiphanius notes. (Hceres. 51. § 9.)

* " Vigilia autem qnarta matutina, quse in ortum luminis adimpletur, ut

scribit Arnobius in Ps. 129."—"About the fourth morning wateh, which ends at

daylight, as Arnobius writes on Ps. cxxix." (SANDINUS, De Cltristo, Cap. 11, § 9.)

t "Erant Pastores vigilantes in agro pernoctantes et stabulantes, qnod in

calidis regionihus, etiam in hieme, etiam media nocte frequentissimum esse doeni

in chronico contra Scaligernm, stolide hinc inferentem, non fuisse Christum media

hieme natum "—" The shepherds were keeping the night-wateh in the field, and

fold, which was frequent even in winter, and at midnight in warm countries, as I

have shown in the chronicle against Scaliger, who from this foolishly inferred that

Christ was not bom in mid-winter." (TnuNUs, so cap. 2. Luca. v. 8.)

J Si Bethlehem erat vicus, verisimile fnit nee mnros habnisse ; si oppidum fuit

mnris cinctum, verisimile est, in tarn alta pace portas, ut plurimnm, relictas fnisse

apertas, ant certe divina providentia evenisse, ut (pastoribus) paterent portse.

(CA9ACRON, Exereitat. 2. § 1.)



 

adored amid the brilliant light and music of the heavens the

Infant God, in the presence of the Blessed Virgin Mary and

Saint Joseph.

The joy of these most happy spouses at this adoration,

cannot easily be expressed in human words, but each may

figure it in his thoughts. The shepherds without doubt told

the reason of their coming, and the mode in which the angels

had given them the plausible notice of the Redeemer's birth.

The mother certainly engraved in the bottom of her heart the

simple expressions of the shepherds, preserving them in her

breast to reveal them in due time.* And Saint Joseph, too,

we must believe did the same, to instruct the Jews by this

account, or to console himself in the trials of which one so

enlightened must have had some foreshadowing, or which he

might conjecture awaited him ; and if he did not preserve in

his blessed soul all that he experienced for this cause, he

would keep present the glorious and wonderful events of that

night, to give unremitting thanks to the Almighty for such

signal mercies and such rich favors.

The law of circumcision, which had to be observed on the

eighth day after birth, was a religious ceremony introduced by

order of the God of Israel, in order to distinguish and set

apart the sons of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, from the rest

of the nations of earth. By this device and sign the Hebrews

were made and declared members of the chosen people and

observers of the law. The practice of this rite, although it

dated back before the time of Moses, nevertheless became the

base and foundation of the whole Mosaic law. In consequence

of this law the Infant God, the Saviour of the human race,

was circumcised ; because He in his majesty wished to show

the sons of Juda, and in them the whole world, that he came

• But Mary kept all these things, pondering them in her heart. (Luke ii. 19.)

 



 

 

to fulfil the law entirely before abrogating it, and declaring

himself author of a more excellent worship.

The minister appointed to perform the circumcision is

not certain. Painters, to represent this ministry, introduce

a priest of the order of Aaron, wearing a tiara and other

insignia of his office. These paintings have no foundation,

as neither in sacred history or in the tradition of the Jews, is

this circumstance stated. In the Scriptures we merely read,

that mothers on one or two occasions performed the rite.*

In a book entitled, De vera Circamcisione, to be found among

the books improperly ascribed to Saint Jerome, we read f

that the Blessed Virgin did this duty. The same statement

is made in the book of the Lamentation of the Virgin, which

some attribute to Saint Bernard.^ Sandinus, without men

tioning the paintings which represent a priest as the min

ister of this function, says,§ that either the Virgin, Mother

of the Infant God, or Saint Joseph, who stood in place of

father to him, complied with this sacred ceremony. Never

theless, the more common opinion attributes the execution of

this rite to Saint Joseph, and the opinion is based on the

words of Saint Ephrem, of Syria, || an author who nourished

in the time of Saint Basil, and who is much esteemed for his

* Immediately Sephora took a very sharp stone and circumeised the foreskin

of her son. (Exod. iv. 25.) " Now the women that circumeised their children

were slum according to the commandment of King Antiochus. (1 Mach. i. 63.)

t Christus oetava die circumeiditur, a Matre utique. (Lib. de vera circamcaione,

ay. 18.)

" Christum genuit, lactevit, octava die circumeidit."—" Mary brought forth

Christ, nursed him, and circumeised him on the eighth day." (Auctor Libri de

Lamentatione Viryinia.}

§ Christum igitur vel Josephus, vel Maria mater circumeidit. (SANDVNUS, De

Christo, cap. 2. :? 3.)

" Si non erat curo (Christus) quem Joseph circmnoidit."—" Was not Christ

flesh, whom Joseph circumcised ? " (ST. ErutnEM, Ornt, de Tmasjiyuratione Uwnini.) 



 

piety and learning. So clear are the words in which this

Saint affirms it, that even Theophilus Rainand * and Hyacinth

Serri,f most severe critics, are obliged to confess openly that

Saint Joseph was the minister of the circumcision. This

opinion, besides the truly great authority of Saint Ephrem,

has another powerful testimony, which is, the custom of the

Jews, among whom it was usual for the head of the family,

that is for the father, to circumcise his children. And if at

times mothers did, it was because necessity compelled it, or

in consequence of the husband's absence. The Abbot Trom-

belli J thinks that these two opinions can be barely reconciled

by saying that the Blessed Virgin and Saint Joseph both took

part in the ceremony, the mother holding the child in her

hands, and Saint Joseph executing the circumcision with a

knife or stone instrument made for the purpose. In this way

Mary and Joseph were the ministers of that painful execu

tion, in which Jesus offered the first fruits of his most precious

blood, sufficient, in that very hour, had his Eternal Father

wished so to accept it, for the redemption of the universe.

On the day that the child was circumcised, the name also

was given, according to the Hebrew custom : accordingly

Joseph § and Mary,|| who had on this point secret orders from

* " Nec Virgo, tametsi robore mentis infracto ad omues Dei voluntates exe-

quendas, recedere ab eo usu voluisse censendu cst ; quare cirenmeisionem ab ea

pennissam Josepho, haud gravate concedo "—" And though the Blessed Virgin

was uubroken in mind to fulfil in all the will of God, we are not to suppose that

she departed from the usual custom ; and I readily concede that she left the cir

cumeision to Joseph." (THEOP. RAYNATO, Diptych. Marian, Part. 1. punct. 8.

numb. 12.)

t SERRI, Ersrritat. 33. num. 4.

J TROMREILLI, Life of St. Joseph, ch. 21.

§ Thou shalt call his name Jesus, for he shall save the people from their sins.

(Matt i. 21.)

;] 1'irhohl thou thalt conceive in thy womb, and shalt bring forth a son, and



 

 

heaven, gave him the thrice holy name of JESUS, whereby

God vouchsafed to signify that that child was the salvation

of the world, and Saviour of the human race. A signification

which shot a ray of joy through the loving hearts of the

Blessed Virgin and Saint Joseph, greatly appalled at the

exercise of that painful ceremony which took place in the

very stable and grotto of Bethlehem, this being at the time

the house of the parents, and consequently the place where,

according to all ancient accounts and practice, the law of

circumcision was fulfilled ; for we do not know that the Jews

had any precept which obliged them to circumcise their

children in the synagogue or in the temple, or to call in the

ministers of the altar to perform the rite.

shalt call his name Jesus. (Luke i. 33.) " Inde Bethleheml in lace editus

atque in epelunca circumeisus."—" Born then in Bethlehem and circumeised in a

cave." (Si. I .rirn AMI s, llaeres. 20.)
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CHAPTER VII

THE WISE MEN ADORE THE INFANT GOD IN 1 PRESENCE OF

HIS REPUTED FATHER, ST. JOSEPH.

 

! EEPING aloof from all discussion of the various

doubts which arise as to the coming of the Wise

Men, it will suffice to know that they arrived at

Bethlehem before Saint Joseph received order

to retire to Egypt with his family, and that after

the Wise Men adored the new King of the Jews, whom they

sought, and offered him gifts, the jealousy of the monarch of

Judea was aroused, and he, by a cruel mandate, ordered the

death of all the children who had been born in Bethlehem

and its vicinity, for the space of two years. In this cruel

slaughter, the tyrant supposed that he took out of the world

the heir of that throne, an heir who even in the cradle filled

his soul with dread. This fear the prince had before Saint

Joseph received orders to fly into Egypt. That the holy



 

Patriarch was present when the Orientals,* in sign of grati

tude, offered gold, incense and myrrh, to the Infant God, is

not indeed clearly stated in the Gospels ; yet, considering the

honor and affection with which he seconded the designs of

Heaven in his spousals with the Blessed Virgin, we cannot

doubt his presence. Nor is it credible that Saint Joseph,

educated according to the splendor of his birth, would have

retired from the grotto—the house, that the adorable Provi

dence of Heaven had, from superior motives, disposed and pre

pared beforehand, when, according to the best founded tradi

tions, there presented themselves to Him who was esteemed

his son, three crowned heads f of the East, who, next after

the shepherds of Judea, were the first fruits of Christian

ity. So far was Saint John Chrysostom from doubting Saint

Joseph's presence at the arrival of the Wise Men, that, on

the contrary, he says, that God wishing to regard his virtue

and heroic conformity to the conduct of heaven, consoled

him by the apparition of the star, and the coming of the

Wise Men with their profound demonstrations of respect for

the Infant God.

Paintings, although they commonly have no greater

* " Obtulerunt Christo non stipem, sed munera, more Arnnum, et cteterornm

Orientalium, qui quoties Regem adoraturi aecedunt, munera defcrunt, quo testun-

tur sc suaque omuia illi subdita esse . . . Ut vere profitenntur, se Christum regem

sunm agnoscere."—" The Wise Men offered Christ not alms, bnt gifts, after the

manner of the Arabs and other Orientals, who never approached to do homage to

the king without (jilts, to show that they and all they have are subject to him . . .

That they may truly profess that they recognized Christ as their king." (Tmixus,

in Luc. ii. 11.)

+ " Erant autem hi, qui ad Christum accurrerumt tres unmero et quidem (etsi

rideat Calvinus) reges, nt communis habet traditio, id est, Reguli, sen Principos

phrasi Soriptune."—" Those who thus came to Christ were three in number, aud,

as common tradition says, Kings (laugh as Calvin may), that is, Rulers or Princes,

as the Seripture phrase is." (Tmixus, in Luc. ii. 10.)
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authority, when ancient facts in history are disputed, never

theless, in the present instance as they concur with proba

bility and with the opinion expressed by Saint John Chrysos-

tom,* critics accept the ancient paintings, sculptures and

mosaics, which represent Saint Joseph as present at the ado

ration of the Arabian Princes ; signifying by this that the

Saint, together with the Mother of God, shared in the honors

done the new King of the Jews and Divine Liberator of the

human race.

Some interpreters of Scripture say, that this adoration,

whereby heaven vouchsafed to console Saint Joseph in these

calamities, did not take place at the stable and grotto of

Bethlehem, but in a house to which the Holy Family had

removed. Their opinion is based on the text of the Evange

list, " and entering into the house they found the child with

Mary, his mother, and falling down they adored him ; " but

this conjecture has no force, because the Jews, as the learned

Tirinus remarks, call any dwelling even for animals, a housc.f

Saint Justin, the martyr, a man well versed in the traditions

of the Hebrews, although he does not notice this point

alleged by Tirinus, says most clearly, that the Wise Men,

entering the very stable in which the Blessed Virgin

brought forth Christ, found there the Infant God.^ The

same is affirmed by Saint John Chrysostom,§ Saint Augus-

* " Seil hunc moerorem alia prnnns Itetitia subsecuta est, npparitio videlicet

stell:c et ndorntio Magoruun."—"Another joy followed this trrief, even the appari

tion of the star, and the adoration of the Wise Men." (ST. JOHN CHRYSOSTOM,

Ilomil. 8 in Matth.)

t " Intrantes domum.—Puta Stabulum ; Hebritei enim oumem mansionem, sen

receptaculum, etiam bestiarum, rocnnt domum. (Tinixcs, in Matt. ii. 11.)

J " Et in pnes'pi ipsum posuemnt, uhi venientes ex Arabia Magi invenerunt

enm."—"And they laid him in the manger, where the Wise Men comin^ from

Arabia found him." (ST. JUSTIN, Dkilorfia cvm Tryphone.)

§ ST. JOHN CHEYSOSTOM, Hun. VI. in Mnttk.

> i
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tine,0 Saint Jerome,f and by our holy mother, the Church,

which, on the feast of the Epiphany, says that the star gnided

the Magi to the stable or manger of Bethlehem.

Bethlehem ! of noblest cities

None can once with thec compare ;

Thou alone the Lord from Heaven

Didst for us incarnate bear.

* Magos Stella direxit—adoratus in praesepi.''—•' He was adored in the manger

by the Wise Men." (ST. AUGUSTINE, t» Ft. xliv. 3.)

t " Ecce in hoc parvo terne foramine c0elornm conditor natus est . . . hie de-

monstratus a stella, hie adoratus a Magis."—" Here, in this little hole of earth, the

creator of the heavens was born . . . here he was pointed out by the star, here

adored by the Wise Men." (ST. JEROME, Epist. 17, 18, ad Mareellam.)

The Gospel calls the three happy Oriental sovereigns Magi, because coming to

the knowledge of the new-born God. gnided by the light of a star, they seemed

rather astrologers or philosophers than princes. " Quos tamen malnit (Scriptura)

Magos vocare, qnia Christum ex Stella agnoscere supientum erat non Principum."

(TmiNus, m Lnc. i. 3.)

The word Magi, whereby the Hellenistic Jews styled foreign philosophers, was

honorable, and meant astronomers or philosophers ; but when those Wise Men,

abusing their science, gave themselves to vain and superstitious observances, the

once honorable appellation became ignominious and opprobrions. (See TIRIINUS, in

Lne. ii. 10.)

Crcsar Calinus (Tom. IV. Lib. III. cap. 5), following St. Epiphanius (Tom. I.

adv. Hsereses. Hseres. 20), places the adoration of the Wise Men at the beginning

of the second year after the birth of Christ ; but Anthony Sandinus esteems more

reconcileable to Scripture the opinion of those who say, that the Wise Men arrived

on the twelfth day after the birth of the Infant God. " Magos Bethleemnm venissc

(probo) postridie nonas Jannarii, hoc cst, die tertio decimo post Christum natum.

Id enim et Matthsens indicasse vidotur illis verbis : ' Cum natus etfet Jems, ecce

Mayi,' quod ecce de re proxima et qnasi prsesenti dici solet, et Ecclesia jamdiu hoc

traditum a majoribus couservaverit, ut docet S. Augustinus in sermone 103, de

Epiphania 5. cap. 1. et D. Thomas 3. p. q. 36. art. 6. Neque ulla obstat longin-

qnitas loci : nam ita ex Arabia felici Hierosolymum intra dies octo camelorntu

opera confici posse, tradit Petrus de Maroa in libello de Adventu Magormn ad

Christum, qni extat inter opuscula ejus posthuma a Stephano Baluzio edita. (SAS-

uisus, De Christo, cap. 3. 53 10.)



 

Fairer than the sun of morning,

Was the star that told his birth;

To the lands their God announcing,

Hid beneath a form of earth.

By its lambent beauty guided,

See, the Eastern kings appear ;

See them bend their gifts to offer,—

Gifts of incense, gold and myrrh.*

* O sola magiwrum urbium

Major Bethlem, cai conti git

Dnccm salntis ccelitus

Incorporatum gignere.

Qucm stella, qusa soils rotam

Vincit decorc ac lumine

Venlsse inn- nuntiat

Cum came terrestrl Denm.

Tldere postquam illum Magi,

Eoa promunt munera;

Btratiquo votls offerunt

Thus, myrrham ot aurum regium.

Hymnfor Laud$, on Twelfth Day.
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CHAPTER VI i

 

THE PRESENTATION OF CHRIST IN THE TEMPLE.

the stable of Bethlehem, or if we believe

the conjectures of some writers,0 from a house

in the city, to which the Holy Family removed

after the adoration of the Wise Men, Joseph

and Mary proceeded with the Infant God to

present him in the temple, which was nine miles distant

from Bethlehem. This took place, as Saint Luke tells us,f

when the period of forty days had elapsed, after which, by

the law of Moses, the mother had to purify herself, and the

parents offer the child to the Lord. There is then no

" TIRINUS, in ^falth. ii. 11.

\ And after the days of her purification, according to the law of Moses, were

accomplished, they carried him to Jernsalem, to present him to the Lord. (Luke

ii -9.) From which words, says Snarez (Tom. 2 in ftp. diap. 16. in pnncipwt), and

the laws (Exod. xiii. Lovit. xii.), it appears that this was done the fortieth duy after

the birth of the Lord, as also Ecclesiastic tradition has it.
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ground for the opinion * that Saint Joseph, warned by an

angel to fly into Egypt immediately after the departure of

the Wise Men, was compelled to defer the purification of

the mother and the offering of the Infant God, for a more

seasonable opportunity. They accomplished the presenta

tion of Jesus, offering to the Lord the victims prescribed by

the law, which were two turtle doves or two pigeons. This

was the offering of the poor ; but Joseph and Mary pre

sented it, not so much from their want of means, as from

love of voluntary poverty, which the Man-God came to

teach. The parents entered the temple, the Blessed Virgin

bearing the Infant God in her arms, as far as that part of

the porch appointed for the consecration of the first-born.

There they offered Jesus to His Eternal Father, in the sight

of the ministers of the altar, and then was this jewel, the

most precious that existed in the world, redeemed that very

day for five sicles, that is, with two and a half ounces of

silver.f

Maldonado tells us, that some grave authors imagine that

Mary offered two turtle doves and two pigeons,if which was

doing more than the law required. The ground for their

opinion is, that the Evangelist,§ relating the different kinds

of birds, wishes to show that the oblation was of both.

Origan, || or the author of the homilies on the Gospel of

* Trombelli in his Life of tins Blessed Viryin, Dim. xxii. Quasi. 1. 2, cites tho

authors of thls opinion.

t The side is valued at 63 cents.

I Graves auctores lejro, qui existimare vidrantur, Mariam simul duos turtures

ct duos pullos columbarun: obtulisse ; quod ntrumque videatur Evangelista cunjum-

gere. Ita, ni fallor, Origenes, Horn. 14, Ambrose, Lib. II. de Abraham Patriarehu,

r;i|i. viii. (MALDONADO, in Luke ii. 24.)

§ Et ut darent hostiam, secundam quod dictum est in lege Domini, par tur-

turuni amt duos pullos c^lmuubanun. (Luke ii. 24.)

|| Turturum par et duos pullos columbarmm pro Salvatore videmus oblatos . . .

M
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Saint Luke, adds to his opinion a prodigious circumstance

that does not please the erudite ; it is, that the turtle doves

offered were not such as we see with our eyes, but sovereign

spirits who came down from heaven under the figure of these

hirds, that in the new presentation of the Virgin's Son all

might be new. Father Ctesar Calinus,* treating of this

subject, writes as follows : " Those who were purified were

not at liberty to offer turtle doves or pigeons in place of the

lamb, nor did any excuse but necessity prevail. They were

obliged to seek a lamb, and when their endeavors proved

fruitless, then only was the substitution of doves or pigeons

permitted. Mary and Joseph were not rich, and their ready

means had been consumed in their journey, and forty days'

stay at Bethlehem : hence they offered the victims of the

poor." Others add, that the parents of Jesus did not offer

a lamb, because the spotless lamb whom they offered in the

person of their Son, was the victim to take away the sins of

the world. " Whether they offered doves or pigeons," says

Calinus, " the Evangelist does not state, merely informing us,

that they made the offering according to the law. He tells

what may edify us, and passes over in silence what would

merely gratify curiosity, easy as it was to know what kind

of bird was offered, by merely asking the Blessed Virgin,

whom Saint Luke must repeatedly have had the honor and

consolation of consulting. They probably offered doves, be

cause this bird is more easily found there than pigeons, and

was the more usual victim on such occasions. Hence we

Sicut nova fuit generntio Salvationis non ex viro ct muliere, sed ex sola tantum

Vir^ine ; sic et par turturum, et duo pulli columbarum nou fuerunt tales, qoales

,t nil . earnia aspicimus, sed qualis Spiritus Snuietus in specie columbte descendit.

(ORIOEN, Hom. XIV. m IMie.)

* CALINUS, in Eman/slm, Tom. IV. Lib. III. ch. 4.
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read in the Gospel of those who sold doves, but no mention

is made of the sellers of pigeons in the temple."

As Joseph and Mary entered the temple with the child,

the holy old man, Simeon, came forward to greet them.

According to Cedrenus,* Simeon was one of the seventy in

terpreters eent hy the high priest Eleazar, to Egypt, at the

request of Ptolemy Philadelphus, in order to translate the

Holy Scriptures from Hebrew into Greek. Be this as it may,

Simeon had for years dwelt in Jerusalem, a just and God

fearing man, occupied with the fulfilment of the law amid

a multitude of Jews, who, deceived by false traditions, looked

for a warlike Messias to come and free them from the shame

ful yoke of foreign nations, and thus restore the temporal rule

of Juda. Some aver that Simeon was a priest,f appointed

to present the first-born to God, and to restore them to their

parents when they had been redeemed at the price prescribed

by the law. This opinion, however, receives no confirmation

from the words of the sacred historians, and it is incredible

* Cedrenns, who flourished in the middle of the eleventh century, in his com

pendium of History, says : Simeon, the Jew, the Receiver of God, was one of the

seventy interpreters, &c., as Chrysostom says in his Hextemeron. This work of

St. John, so far ns I know, is no longer extant, to enable us to see whether that

was really his opinion. Nevertheless, as the Saint (Hom. V. in Matth.) says that

the translation was made more than a century before Our Lord's coming, it can

scarcely be that any one of the elders selected by Eleazur, and sent to Philadel

phus, could have survived. The dates assigned hy more recent and accurate ehro-

nologists, show that this is still more ineredible. According to these, the Septua-

gint was begun in the year of the world 3727, 279 years before Christ. (SA.NIU-

Nus, De Christo, D. mp. iv.)

•j- Nounulli sacerdotem fuisso autumant, cujus proinde muneris fuerit, puerum

tunquam primorem mitu Domino sistere, atque post acceptum pretium legale, pa-

rentibus restituere. (Vide BARONIUS, Anno. Ch. 1. g 50.) Many of the ancients

adopt this opinion ; others, and not rashly, deny it. I say not rashly, for the silence

of Seripture is a strong argument in their favor. (CALMET, D'cttonuture de la

liible. verbo Simeon,)

 

 



 

 

that they would have neglected the priestly dignity of so dis

tingnished an Israelite. The fact is, that this happy man,

full of faith and heavenly light, expected the Redeemer of

his people, and had received in confirmation of his hopes an

answer from heaven, from the Holy Ghost, promising that he

should not die without beholding the Comforter of the

nation.0 This faithful Israelite, to fulfil the promise of the

Holy Ghost, came to the temple gnided by an impulse from

on high, at the very hour and time when Joseph and Mary

entered with the child. Although that sudden spectacle was

of a nature to hold the holy old man in silent suspense, yet

he approached the Holy Family, availing himself, with the

greatest respect and veneration, of that kind of authority

which age in such cases gives ; or rather, inspired from on

high, he took the child in his arms, and blessing the Almighty

aloud, he burst forth into these sublime expressions :

" Now thou dost dismiss thy servant, 0 Lord, according

to thy words, in peace : because my eyes have seen thy salva

tion."—I have beheld the Messius promised and so anxiously

expected.—" A light to the revelation of the Gentiles and the

glory of thy people Israel." Mary and Joseph, on hearing

these sentiments of that enlightened intellect, were filled

with admiration as much as if what that good Israelite

declared was new and startling. Euthymius f says that Mary

and Joseph wondered to hear Simeon's words, because they

disclosed more lofty things than were told by the shepherds,

or even by those Wise Men who came from Arabia to adore

the King of the Jews. Maldonado, interpreting Saint Luke,

deems it more probable that Joseph and Mary at that moment

s And he had received an answer from the ITolv Ghost, that he shonld not see

death before he had seen the Christ of the Lord. (Luke ii. 26.)

t EUTHYMIL-S, apud Jfaldonatum, in Luc. xi. 23.
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called to mind all that had passed, and comparing it with

what the holy Simeon said, found new cause for wonder.

" Unless," adds Maldonado,0 " we suppose their admiration

excited at hearing so clearly declared by a stranger what

they knew from the birth of the Infant God.

When Simeon restored Jesus, whom he had held in his

arms, he blessed the holy parents,f that is, he congratulated

them on their happiness in having such a son to present. +

Then turning to Mary, as one appointed to prepare her for

the passion and death of Jesus, he uttered this prophecy :

" Behold this child—this Saviour whom thou hast given to

the world, is sent for the fall and the resurrection of many

in Israel. A most fatal day shall come for Jerusalem, when

this child shall be sentenced to a most ignominious death ;

and the execution of this sentence, cruel beyond the power

of imagination, shall be, 0 Mary ! a sword to pierce thy

soul."

Commentators on Scripture remark, that the holy seer

turned to the Blessed Virgin, and not to Joseph, when he

announced the passion and death of Jesus, and explain it

in two ways. Theophylact says that this faithful Israelite

showed by this action, that Mary was the true mother and

Joseph only putative father of Jesus. Others § conjecture

that the holy old man, who had just without distinction con

gratulated both, now addressed his mournful prophecy to

Mary, and not to Joseph, because that holy patriarch, as he

s MAL.DONADO, in Lnc. NL

t And Simeon blessed them, (Mary and Joseph.) Luke ii. 34.

J He congratulated them on their happy issue ; he called them blessed in hav

ing such a son. (MALDONADO, in Lnc. ii. 35.)

§ The reason was, I think, that it concerned Mary, not Joseph ; for the sword

was to pieree not the sonl of Joseph, who did not live till Christ's death, bnt the

soul of Mary. (MALDONATCS, in Luke ii. 35.)
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knew, was to depart this life before the passion and death

of the Man-God.

Celsus, an ancient author, speaking of the remarkable

events of that day, in which, after the purification of the

Mother in conformity to the law, the Son was presented in the

temple, says, that the venerable Saint Simeon on receiving

the Infant God in his arms recovered his sight, which he had

in a manner lost. Leo Allatius states, that the aged saint

perceiving the Blessed Virgin suddenly environed with light,

broke through the crowd, and approaching her, touk the

child in his arms. Nicephorus relates, that Saint Simeon

expired after restoring the child to its mother. " The learned,

however," says the critical Calmet, " know what credit can be

given to traditions of this kind." 0 These authors add, that

as Saint Simeon was one day endeavoring to fathom the

prophecy of Isaias : " A virgin shall conceive and bear a

son," he failed to understand the mystery, wherenpon it was

revealed to him that he should not die before the oracle

was fulfilled. But we will leave these writers, and the

accounts which their fancy has inspired, to follow surer

paths.

When all the ceremonies of the law were completed in the

temple of the Most High, the holy patriarch, bidding adien to

Simeon and Anna, left Jerusalem for his home in Nazareth,

accompanied by Jesus and Mary ; f but desiring to venerate

that grotto where the Infant God had been born, or to take

leave of his relatives and acqnaintances, he once more pro

ceeded to Bethlehem, the cradle of the house of David. St.

Joseph seems, indeed, to have reached that city, and while

* See CALMET, ItiHiuaartl of the Bible, verbo Simeon.

t And after they had performed all things according to the law of the Lord,

they returned into Galilee, into their city Nazareth. (Luke ii. 39.)
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tarrying there, as some writers allege,* Saint Joseph was

suddenly warned by an order from heaven communicated by

an angel, to fly to Egypt, instead of proceeding to his beloved

home in Nazareth, to which he was indeed destined to be a

stranger for years. Of this vision, and the flight consequent

upon it, we shall treat in the following chapter.

* TILLEMONT, Life of Christ, Notes 8 & 9. TROMRELIJ, Life ofSt. Joxph, Part.

L eh. 27. numb. 6.

1 1'



 

•'.-

CHAPTER IX.

THE MASSACRE OF THE INNOCENTS.-SAINT JOSEPH AT THE COM

MAND OF THE ANGEL FLIES INTO EGYPT-THE LENGTH

OF HIS STAY-THE PLACE OF HIS ABODE.
 

S soon as Herod, surnamed the Great, saw that

the Wise Men, from whom he hoped to obtain

information as to the birth of the long-expected

infant, heir of the crown of Judea, had returned to Arabia

without repassing through Jerusalem, he was convinced that

the King of the Jews whom they sought, was really born.

Accordingly with the design of protecting his own rights to

the throne, he issued one of the most cruel orders that the

world has ever wituessed. So far did his bloody mandate go,

that he ordered the murder of every child born in Bethlehem

of Juda, and its neighborhood, during the last two years ;

supposing that the child styled King of the Jews might have

been born some time before the apparition of the star which

gnided the Wise Men. The decree in its execution reached
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the other innocents ; but Heaven, delivering Jesus from the

monarch's sword, haffled his cruel intentions by an adorable

Providence. While Joseph, the guardian and reputed father

of the Infant God slept, an angel of the Lord appeared to

him, and a heavenly messenger, after revealing to him the

jealousy and the plots of the sovereign of Judea, bade Joseph

fly to Egypt with the Child and its Mother.

Saint Matthew,* passing over in silence the presentation of

Jesus in the temple, connects in the words and order of his

narrative, the departure of the Wise Men with the apparition

of the angel who bade Saint Joseph flee into the land of

Egypt. Hence some historians f suppose that the Wise Men

adored the Messias, when the Holy Family, returning from

Jerusalem, stopped at Bethlehem before setting out for their

home at Nazareth. For our part, following some ancient

Fathers and theologians, we say that the Wise Men came to

Bethlehem before Saint Joseph left that city to fulfil the law

of God by presenting the Infant God in the temple.

The particle Behold, used by the Evangelist to unite the

two events of the departing of the Wise Men and the

appearance of the angel, does not rigorously signify a prox

imity of the two facts ; it only means that the angel appeared

after the departure of the Wise Men, although after a lapse

of some days, which being so few, do not prevent the contin

uation of the history, nor the force of a word which unites

several incidents belonging to various times. Writers debate

the matter on both sides. It is, however, beyond controversy

that Saint Joseph, without waiting for the day to dawn, or

* And after they were departed, behold nn Angel of the Lord appeared m

sleep to Joseph, saying: Arise and take the child and his mother, and flee into

and he there until I shall tell thee. (Matt. ii. 1 )

t C.ESAH CALINUS, Tom. IV. Lib. III. cap. 0.—ST. EPIPnLVNIL-S, Hveres. 20.

 



 

raising objections, or consulting the angel as to points which

could not but rise to the mind of one about leaving his native

land and undertaking a long journey, without even asking the

period he was to spend in that exile, made no demonstration,

except of obedience to the orders of Heaven—an obedience 0

which Saint John Chrysostom applauds with magnificent

expressions. -)" On the very night of the warning he left

Bothlehem for Egypt, and remained in that kingdom till, on

the death of the persecutor, God called his Son from Egypt.

Calinus adds, that by the flight of Saint Joseph and his

family, the Almighty wished to teach mortals that with

drawal is laudable in such persecutions, if he who flees

reserves himself for enterprises of God's glory ; for we cannot

expect miracles, when the events can be attained by human

providence.^

The motives which may have influenced Heaven in order

ing St. Joseph to fly to Egypt, and not elsewhere, are not all

given in the Gospel ; but so far as it is permitted to men to

give any reason for Divine Providence, we may conjecture

that he fled to Egypt, and not to other countries bordering

Judea, because the Ammonites, the Moabites and Philis

tines, who were the inhabitants of those parts, although in

peace with the Hebrews, nevertheless hated them, which

was not the case in Egypt, where the Jews were then treated

with affection and regard.

* " Who arose and took the child and his mother by night, and retired into

Egypt, and he wus there until the death of Herod, that it might be fulfilled, which

the Ix>rd spoke by the prophet, saying: Ont of Eyypt Aace / called my Son."

(Osee xi. 2.) Matt. ii. U.

f For Joseph was a faithful man, nor did he ask the time of his return, &>'.

Bnt ho is not slothful, but obeys, and bears all temptations with joy. (ST JOHN

CKEYSOSTOM, Hoin. Vl11. in Mnttli.)

I CALINtrS Tom. IV. Lib. III. cap. 7.
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If the journey to Egypt was undertaken by land, Saint

Joseph left Bethlehem by the city of Gaza, which was at

the entrance of the land of Canaan, and from Gaza he took

the road to the desert, where he had to travel seventy leagues ;

of which, as Virgil Sedelmayr 0 and Avila write, only twenty

are inhabited, and passing the desert he entered Cairan, now

called Matarea, and there, according to some, the Holy Family

remained. This town of Matarea lay four leagues from the

celebrated city of Memphis.

This journey by land seems most probable and conform

able to the station of the family, and the rare prudence of

Saint Joseph, who had been chosen to console Mary and

Jesus in this hardship. If the voyage was made almost

entirely by sea, as some writers set forth (deeming it more

snited to the family, and shorter with a favorable wind), Saint

Joseph must have travelled on land as far as the port of

Joppe or Jaffa, about forty miles from Bethlehem, and there

embarked, sailing for Damietta, at which port he arrived

safely ; and from Damietta proceeded to Old Cairo, the

ancient Babylon of the Egyptians. There, according to

common tradition, the Holy Family remained, until they

returned from Egypt to the land of Israel. Whoever knows

by experience that the sea is not as calm as it is painted in

the sweet retirement of their closets, by those who have

never ventured on it, will not easily be induced to believe

that Saint Joseph, a man highly enlightened, chosen by God

as the gnardian of His most precious jewels, would have

exposed the new-born Infant Jesus to the discomforts of a

* As Avila notes, the route by land from Judea to Egypt is almost all through

a desert, reckoning from the city of Gaza in the land of Chnnaan, to the city of

Cairo in Egypt ; in all this distance only about twenty leagues are arable or fit for

habitation, the rest of the way, some fifty leagues, being a perfect wilderness.

(SEDELMATR, Theuloyia Mariana. 1250.)

 



 

 

ship, and the risk and perils of the sea, which even poets,*

who soothe dangers in harmonious verse, confess to exceed all

others to which men expose themselves. I shall conclude this

chapter, by the exact account which the Reverend Father

Daniel Mary de Novi, an Observantine Franciscan, long mis

sionary in Egypt and Syria, and subsequently professor of

Arabic in the University of Bologna, gave Father Trombelli.f

That esteemed author inserts it in his life of Saint Joseph,

in order that his readers, by this faithful account, may form

a better opinion of the nature and circumstances of the flight

into Egypt. For the same reason, I too transfer it to these

pages.

" When the Blessed Virgin left Bethlehem for Egypt,

if she proceeded to that kingdom by sea, she must first have

travelled by land to Joppe or Jaffa, some forty miles distant,

and from Joppe by sea to Damietta, from Damietta to Old

Cairo, where some think she stopped. If our Lady went by

land, she passed through the desert, and stopped at Matarea,

where there is a country of great extent, with a well of good

water, and a tree which has bent to the earth, since the day

when, according to the popular tradition, it paid homage to

the Infant God as he passed. Matarea is twelve miles from

Memphis. But we may remark, that the Blessed Virgin

might have been in all these places, going to Egypt by sea,

and returning to Israel by land ; or, on the contrary, going

by land and returning by water."

Whichever way they went, the voyage required several

* O fortunate, nescls quid mail

Prte-terieris, qui nouqunm es tagressus mare.

Nam ut alias omittam miserias, unam hmnc rido ;

Dies trigtata, ant phis eo in navi fui.

TXRENCE, Hec. Act. III. Sc. 4.

t TROMRELIJ, Cap. xxiii n. 4. 5.

 



 

clays to complete it. A long journey, even when undertaken

with great preparations and all the conveniences which lighten

the way, is a continued trouble. No one then can doubt but

that Saint Joseph and the Holy Family had much to suffer

on their march through the desert, or voyage by sea. But I

have already said with Saint John Chrysostom, that lie bore

all adversities with constancy and joy, in the very midst of

them, and as we must piously believe, giving at the same

time, thanks to Heaven for the loving providence wherewith

it watched over the life of Jesus, and the redemption of the

human race, whose salvation would have remained, as Saint

Peter Chrysologus expresses it,* buried in its ancient ruins,

left remediless by the premature death of its future Liberator,

who was to redeem it by dying on a cross, after having in

structed men in the maxims of the New Testament,f as

we infer from a text of Saint Paul.

Egypt is a vast country, then studded with great towns

and cities, which it is not, however, my province to describe,

as my only duty is to inquire what was the place in which

the Holy Family abode while they dwelt in that kingdom.

* " Hinc est, quod Christus fugit, ut cedat tempori non Herodi ; non fugit prop-

tor nutoris mortem, sed fugit propter sieculi vitam, nam qui niori venerat, qunre

fugeret mortem ? Christus totam causam nostrie sulntis occiderct, si so parvulum

permisissct occidi."—" Christ fled, to yield to the time, not to Herod ; he did not

fly on account of the death of the author, bnt he fled for the life of the world, for

why should ho fly death, who came to die? Christ would have slain the whole

cause of our salvation, had he permitted himself to be slaiu in infancy." (ST.

P™-:H CHIRYSOLOOUS, Sermo 151. ckfuya Christl in .Eyyptian.)

t Blotting ont the handwriting of the deereo that was against us, which was

contrary to us. And he hath taken the same ont of the way, fastening it to the

eross. (Coloss. ii. 14.)

The journey from Egypt to Judea, or the Land of Promise, took the Israelites

forty years, not from the length of the way, but from the special providence by

which the Almighty directed the march of his people through the desert. (SEDEL-

MAYR, '2. 4. art. 2. num. 1251.)
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The Holy Gospels do not mention the place of their resi

dence, and we must therefore speak from conjecture and the

traditions of the East as to the precise spot. Nothing more

can be reqnired of a historian, in the absence of authentic docu

ments. Those who blindly believe the fabulous book of the

Infancy of Jesus, composed by some writer of little judgment

and no critical acumen, say that Saint Joseph journeyed

extensively through the provinces of Egypt, as though the

Saint was one of those curious travellers, who, with no

motive but to sec what is rare and ancient, travel around the

world, leaving no city or kingdom unscrutinized by their

eyes or undescribed by their pens.

John Baptist Mantnan, does not allow so much space to

the travels of Saint Joseph, for, albeit more given to the

fictions and fables of heathen poets than the truth which

inspired a Paulinus, a Pmdentius and other Christian poets,

—his muse, contenting itself with the affirmation that after

having been in Thebes, a city famous for its hundred gates,

and its admirable gardens, in Hermopolis, in Pharos, and

the provinces on the Libyan border, he took up his abode in

Memphis, on the banks of the Nile, which was afterwards

called Babylon, and finally Cairo, a city in past times

renowned for its wonderful pyramids and its millions of

inhabitants. Saint Joseph settled in that capital and near

the court of the sovereign of Egypt, says the poet, because

he found there a friend, a patrician of Nazareth, who, like

a generous countryman, received him into his house, where

the Holy Patriarch supported his family by the exercise of

his trade.0 Had not this Carmelite poet loved fiction and

heathen mythology so much, his opinion might pass as pro

bable with critics and with the refined taste of this enlight-

• JOANNES BAPTISTA MANTUANUS, Parthen. Lib. III.



 

ened century, which rejects such proofs when the facts of

ancient times are examined in history.

The pen of Don Antonio Mendoza, following the flights

of Mantuan's free fancy, sets forth his opinion in verses

which display his poetic genius, but give no evidence of his

toric accuracy.* Saint Thonms,f on whom we may more

safely rely than on the poets, says that it was, in his time,

the common opinion that Saint Joseph abode in Heliopolis,

seven miles from Memphis. Heliopolis took its name of City

of the sun, from an image of that planet venerated there, and

from a temple consecrated to the same luminary by the

idolatry of that superstitious nation. Its inhabitants were

esteemed the most learned of that kingdom. The Greeks

gave another name to this city and to the neighboring pro

vince, which we call Thebais, and which borders on Ethi

opia.

Suarez J cites Saint Anselm in favor of this opinion, and

it seems very probable that Saint Joseph should have abode

at Heliopolis, as many Jews dwelt in that city, where they

had a magnificent temple, built by Onias, with the permission

of Ptolemy Philometcr, a prince who looked with a kindly

* 81 nhora. nharn SRB eampoa

von ti 1 >los del hombre huyendo

nl sagrado lie lo estrann,

a vocindad dc nu deslerto;

Dichosa Mentis mas alta

ya por los tres forasteros,

que por las alias memorias

de sus vanos Tolomeos.

t " Dicitur quod septan nnnos fuit ibi et habitavit in civitate Heliopoli."—

" Joseph is said to have been there seven years, and to have dwelt in the city of

Heliopolis. (ST. THOMAS, in Matth. ii.)

J SUAREZ, Tom. II. in 3 part. disp. 17. § 2. It must be observed, however,

that the commentaries on St. Matthew, attributed to St. Anselm, are now aseribed

to a inter hand.

 



 

eye on the Hebrews in Egypt, the descendants of the thou

sands swept into captivity by Ptolemy Lagus, the son of

Soter. This last prince, as is well known, gave the Egyptian

kings the name of Ptolemy, which afterwards became as sy

nonymous with majesty as Pharaoh had been. Anthony San-

dinus, indulging in the same mode of reasoning, says, that

it is likely too, that the Holy Family resided in Alexandria,0

where the Jews had a nourishing synagogue. They might

thus be at once concealed and assisted by their countrymen,

as it was a large city, twenty leagues in circumference, and

was a port much frequented by strangers.

Finally, it is considered most certain that Saint Joseph

dwelt at Hermopolis, a city of Thebais, sitnated between

Heliopolis and Babylon of Egypt. This is the opinion of

B;>chart,t who, describing these countries most exactly, says :

" It is a tradition that the Blessed Virgin, with Jesus and

her spouse Joseph, after their flight from Judea, dwelt in

Hermopolis, a city of Thebais, between Heliopolis and Baby

lon. There is in this city a garden with a fountain, in which

the Blessed Virgin is said to have bathed the Infant Jesus,

and the spot is accordingly venerated, not only by Chris

tians, but also by infidels. Father Abad, our Mexican poet,

no less elegant than pious, adopts the same opinion.^

* If there is any room for conjecture, Joseph, it would seem, retired to Alex

andria. (SANDINUS, de Christo, cap. 4. § G.)

f BOCHART, Hist. Tripart. cap. 4.

$ Interea fugo. chare Puer, fage, Rcgia Virgo,

Inqnc sinn abscondoas puennm, pluvise Insela regna,

Hermopolimquii pi-to.

ARAD, Ueroica d» Dfo. Curmen. XXI. «>. 90.



 

CHAPTER X.

THE LENGTH OF ST. JOSEPH'S STAY IN EGYPT. HIS MODE OF

LIFE THERE. HIS RETURN TO THE LAND OF ISRAEL

WITH HIS FAMILY ON HEROo's DEATH.

fc

'AVING treated of the place in which the Holy

Family abodo in that land of absurd paganism,

where their ancestors had so long groaned in

bondage, it now remains to consider the -length

of their stay. It is evident from Saint Luke's 0

gospel that Saint Joseph \cft Egypt before Our

Lord attained his twelfth year, but we cannot positively aver

 

* When he was twelve years old. they going up to Jernsalem, according to the

custom of the feast, and having fulfilled the days, wheu they returned, the child

Jesus remained in Jernsalem. (Luke ii. 41-3.)

^^7 '< ^^^^

 



 

 

in what year before that event their return took place. His

torians are divided in their opinions, and each one fixes the

year of the return according to the chronology which he fol

lows as to the time of King Herod's reign. The celebrated

poet Jerome Vida,0 who flourished in the early part of the

sixteenth century, writes that Saint Joseph did not stay long

in Egypt : Sandinus thinks that he did not remain a year in

exile, and endeavors to prove it in this way : Joseph

remained in Egypt till the death of Herod, as St. Matthew

states in his gospel : f now Herod died in the year 750 after

the foundation of Home, before the fourth of the vulgar era,

at the end of March or beginning of April, as Count Camillus

de Silvestris in his chronology shows from Josephus : J Christ

having been born, as this most learned man shows, on the

25th of December, in the year of Rome 748, and Joseph

having been at Jerusalem with his spouse and the Infant

Jesus on the second of Febrnary in the following year, to

obey the law of Purification and Presentation, it follows,§

that the Saint was in Egypt about a year." Saint Epipha-

nius, whose computation is a year more than Sandinus's, thinks

that Saint Joseph was two years in Egypt ; || Nicephorus

affirms that it was three years ; ^[ Tirinus proposes his opinion

* Neo Umen illo ilia sci-lere rst hrtatiu In lllo :

Nam membra Immulidn correptus tabida morbo,

, lllandatam animam parvo post tempore fudit:

Ip;w' iternm in snmnis tlivina voe« eoactus

Linqncre monstriferi scptemtlna flumina Kill,

In patriam rudeo.

VIDA, Christlado. III. v. 989.

f Matt. it XT.

J Conde Camillo. Part. I. Dissert. 3.

g SANDINUS, De Christo, Cap. IV. § 9.

|| Unde rnrsus post biennium, mo.'tuo Herode, ac succedente Arehelan, rever-

titur. (EPIPHANIUS, Tom I. Hieres. xx, § 10.)

^ NicEPHORUe, Lib. I. cap. 4.
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in those terms worthy of his vast erudition : " On the seventh

of Jannary, in the third year of the life of Jesus, in the

Julian year 44, at the warning of the angel, Joseph returns

from Egypt to the land of Israel, as almost all the ancient

martyrologies and modern chronologists affirm."0 Trombelli,

evidently inclining to the opinion of those who assign at most

a year and two months to the residence of the Holy Family

in exile, says that most of the moderns pretend that Saint

Joseph remained in the land of the Ptolemies, at most twelve

or fourteen months. Their argument is as follows : Herod,

according to the most probable, not to say certain, opinion,

died soon after the bloody execution and slaughter committed

on the Holy Innocents ; and almost simultaneously, as the

Gospel of Saint Matthew seems to convey, an Angel appears

to Saint Joseph, commanding him to leave Egypt and return

to th3 land of Israel. I do not mean to say that the very

moment that Herod departed from this world the angel

appeared to Saint Joseph, nor do I believe that by the others

who sought the death of the Infant God, was meant Anti-

pater, whom Herod his father, just before he died, ordered to

be put to death ; but rather following the opinion of Saint

Jerome, I affirm that those who with the monarch of Judea

sought the life of Jesus, were the priests and doctors of the

law, who, as accomplices of the tyrant, died shortly after him.

I do not venture to decide absolutely how many months the

Holy Family remained in Egypt : I should prefer to adopt

the opinion of those moderns, who make their stay in that

Kingdom fourteen months at most, but I am withheld by

the authority of the ancients, our masters, who teach us that

" their residence in Egypt was a long one." f Saint Thomas

* JAI'ORUS TiRistis, m Chronico Saero, cap. xlix.

t TROMRELLI, Life of St Joseph, Purl. I. ch. xxiv. num. 2.

{WET
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puts down seven years for the period of their exile.* The emi

nent Cardinal Baronius says,f that the return from Egypt,

which the Church in all her martyrologies names on the

seventh of January, took place as Christ was entering on his

ninth year ; because the death of Herod, which was the

appointed time for that return, took place in the previous

year. The reign of this prince must not be counted by the

Chronology of Josephus, Ensebius, and some who with them

pretend that the Holy Family, giving them the longest possi

ble period of absence from the land of Israel, was four years

in Egypt ; but by the 182d Olympiad, in which Ctesar Augus

tus, triumphing over Cleopatra and Mark Anthony, confirmed

Herod in his Kingdom. His reign then must be counted

from the victory of Actium, and not from the previous years ;

as during them Herod was oft' the throne, either set aside by

Antigonus, or deprived of it by Augustus for his adherence to

Mark Anthony. Pagi,^ the annotator of Baronius, censures

this opinion ; but Father Suarez,§ first noting that not even

Benedict Pereira, an excellent chronologist, succeeded in

determining the period of Saint Joseph's stay in Egypt, says

that he deems Cardinal Baronius's opinion quite probable ;

and accordingly sets down his return from Egypt when Jesus

entered on his ninth year.

But how, it will be asked, did Joseph support himself in

Egypt during that long stay ? He entered that country,

when its glory was dimmed and its brilliant fortune turned

away ; he entered it when it was divided into provinces, all

* Dicitur, quod septem nnnis fuit ihi, et habitavit in civitate Hcliopolis. He is

said to have been there seven years, and to have resided at Heliopolis. (ST. THO

MAS, in Matt. ii )

t BARONIUS, Ad anuum Christi. 8. num. 3.

f PAOI, .1 an. rul annum Chrieti. 8, Canaris Raronii.

% SUAEEZ, Tom. II. in 3 Part. Di«p. 17. § 2.



 

subjected to the head of the world by the glorious victory of

Octavius Augustus over Mark Anthony and Cleopatra. The

memoirs of those times do not tell us what kind of life Saint

Joseph led among the Egyptians, nor the marks of humanity

with which these people received the stranger. Hence the

writers of the life of the most holy patriarch, finding them

selves destitute of any authentic accounts, conjecture it, and

describe, sometimes by the amiable disposition, and some

times by the common name of Just, by which the Holy Ghost

describes him in the gospel, and sometimes too by the fortune

of that other Joseph, who came into the world as a figure of

the foster-father of Jesus. That Joseph's history the sacred

annals give us. In Egypt, the glorious stage of his virtue,

he conciliated the love of the nation by his kind and affable

demeanor. If the Egyptians were so influenced by the

engaging manners and great merits of him who in his gifts

was but a figure, it is probable that they outdid themselves

in manifesting their civility and affection, when they had the

fortune to see the original, whose advantages were so far

superior. The Saint being then, it is presumed, so well

received, it is credible that he availed himself of this reception

to show the Egyptians the falsity of those extravagant idols

which they adored. Gerson, whose words I shall cite else

where, writes that Saint Joseph, while in Egypt, disputed

learnedly on points of faith with the elders of the city of Tanis,

where in past times occurred those renowned events between

Moses and the sovereign of that kingdom, which in conse

quence of the misconduct of its prince suffered the most sen

sible calamities. The opinion of Gerson is unsupported by

well-founded traditions, nor does this theologian adduce any

authority to support this passage in the life of Saint Joseph.

Some, who do not think as Gerson does, attribute to Saint

Joseph in Egypt the miseries of poverty to such a degree, that



 

 

he was, according to them, obliged to beg for his support ;

but tins is regarded as the revery of pious souls, who endeavor

by such incentives to qnicken their contemplation and affec

tive acts. This poverty, says the illustrious Francis Snarez,0

was uubecoming the head of the Holy Family. It is certain

that Saint Joseph was not a man of great means ; on the

contrary, what the world calls fortune, was as rare with the

holy Patriarch, as nature showed herself prodigal, adorning

him with her fairest qnalities. Hence he was obliged to sup

ply the want of riches by industry and the trade of a carpen

ter, thus conforming to the maxim of his forefather Solomon,f

where the wise man asks an income constituting neither

poverty nor wealth. It is supposed that the foster-father of

Jesus, by a special providence of heaven, reserved some part

of the gifts offered at their adoration by the Wise Men, in

order to pay the expenses of the journey to Egypt and' sup

port him for some years among strangers. This supposes

that the Wise Men acted as princes of those countries, where

the sun by its influence seems to communicate generosity and

magnanimity. But even supposing that Saint Joseph had

not this assistance, from the fact that the Wise Men in their

gifts meant to show gratitude merely, and not generosity,

* SUAREZ, Tom. II. Part. III. Disp. sect. 3.

t Give me neither beggary nor ric'nes ; give me only the necessaries of life.

(Proverbs xxx. 8.)

Joseph and the Mother of God, his most holy sponse, owned not only a house

at Nazareth, bnt also some goods and possessions, as well there as in Bethlehem,

according to Nicephorns, in his history (Book HI. eh. \v.) Cardinal Peter d'Ailly,

called also the Cardinal of Cambray or Camaraeensis, does not mention these goods

of fortune, but he affirms that hi.-tory is silent as to the fact of JIarv and Joseph's

ever soliciting alms. Credimus Mariam et Joseph pnuperes fnisse : non tamen le-

gitmis cos aliqnando mendicasse. See Aita Bollandinni rindiatta, p 689, where

proofs in support of Nicephorus and the Cardinal of Catubray are adduced.
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Saint Joseph must have earned by his trade enongh to sup

port his family honorably and decently.

Saint Joseph was, on the other hand, more fortunate than

other persons drawn from the pinchings of poverty for the

honors of a throne ; for in Egypt where he supported himself

by honest toil, he had the consolation of seeing the partial

rnin of idolatry caused by the Infant God. I say partial,

because the best theologians and critics 0 do not admit every

prodigy given by some writers who believe all that is written

in old books, justly treated by the learned as apocryphal, and

accordingly devoid of all authority.

Whatever opinion we may form as to the period of the

Holy Family's stay in Egypt, or their condition there, we

know that at last the motives ceased which the angel had

assigned, when he bade Saint Joseph retire with the Infant

God and his mother from the States of Judea. " Fly, for

it will come to pass that Herod will seek the child to destroy

him." That tyrant having expired, and his death having

suspended the sacrilegious pretensions of his ministers and

creatures, there was no longer any need of Saint Joseph's

remaining in Egypt with his family. This saint and Mary

his spouse had already given most striking proofs of their

obedience and promptitude in executing the decrees of

heaven : already had the excellence and sovereign dignity of

the Infant God been manifested in Egypt, and already had

the sons of Egypt beheld with admiration the virtues and

exemplary life of his parents, and heard their holy conversa

tion, which had enlightened those nations born in the densest

* " What are we to think of these miracles ? says Sandinus (We Christo. cap. iv. §

8). The same as Francis Snarez (Tom. II. in 3 part. disp. 27), an author, whom I

closely follow in all that relates to Christ and his Mother. He thinks it neither very

probable that all the idols in Egypt fell, nor improbable that they fell in some city."
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shades of ignorance, and in the error of idolatry ; they

should therefore no longer remain in Egypt, so far from the

temple and their native land. Hence, when the angel

appeared to Saint Joseph, as the head, and in some sort the

superior of the Holy Family, he ordered him to return to

Israel. Joseph, listening rather to the command of the angel

than the sweet incentive which an exile has to leave the place

of his banishment, obeyed 0 without delay, and without

asking the minister of the Lord for any instructions as to the

difficulties which might arise in his fulfilment of that decree.

Joseph doubtless fulfilled all those compliments and

ceremonies which courtesy by the right of polished nations

reqnires among the well-bred, and after this left Hermopolis,

the city of his abode, with the joy that fills an exile's heart

on leaving the place of his exile ; for that spot is ever

mingled with bitter qnalities that never accord with the

sweet memory of our own land. Pleasure would in some sort

alleviate and console them on the journey, which was long,

as Hermopolis was four hundred miles from the land of Israel.

Vida f says that Saint Joseph returned to his native land

by the same route which conducted his flight, but we know not

whether he invents this mode of return as a poet, or chants

it without departing from the harmony and laws of historic

truth. Of the other events of the journey, nothing can be

stated as certain, from the silence of those ages. We merely

know with certainty that Saint Joseph reached the States of

Judea. This Saint Matthew declares ; J but without noting

' Who arose and took the child and his mother, and camo into the land of

Israel. (Matt. ii. 21.)

J Matt. ii. 21.

t In pntrlam mleo, ntquo memor vestteia retro

Obsorvatu tegens piHTum cum Mntrn rednco.

VIDA, Chrutlude III. 9S9.
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whether he entered by Gaza, or by the port of Joppe.

Trombelli * thinks that he entered at the spot where Judea

and Egypt are least distant, as in this way Saint Joseph's

obedience would be more punctual and more exact, and the

Holy Family would sooner breathe the beloved air of their

native land. The same writer adds : " Saint Joseph doubt

less entered after his return from Egypt to settle in that part

of the inheritance of Israel, properly called Judea, and belong

ing to the tribe of Juda (although it embraced a part of the

tribe of Benjamin), in which district lay Jerusalem, the

capital city and ancient court of the kings, and actually the

residence of the President of the Roman Empire appointed

to keep the Jews in subjection. In this same city lived the

high priest and the principal persons of the sacerdotal order,

with the ministers destined to the service of the temple.

Hence it is probable that Saint Joseph thought of settling

in Jerusalem, or at some place in its vicinity, for the greater

convenience of visiting the temple, and communicating with

Zachary and Saint Elizabeth, persons of rare sanctity. For

this reason it is Iuppoeed that his first idea was to settle in

the city itself, and that he turned in that direction ; but

hearing that Caesar had approved the will of Herod (who,

subject to this approbation, had appointed as his heir and

successor on the throne Archelaus, already in possession of

the crown), he changed his first resolution,f fearing that the

* "The first place which Saint Joseph reached is told us neither by the Gospel,

nor by tradition ; it is, however, most probable that it was the town nearest Egypt,

ns thus he would obey more promptly, and have the pleasure of more quickly

breathing his native air. Joseph doubtless intended to take up his abode in the

part properly called Judea." (TnoMRELu, Vita dio San Glasepp'', Parte Pruna, cap.

2G. num. 3.)

t But hearing that Archelans reigned in Judea, in the room of Herod, his

father, he was afraid to go thither. (Matt. ii. 22.)



 

 

 

son might follow up the cruel designs and inherit the jealousy

of his father. Joseph's fears, on hearing of the succession of

Archeliius, and his doubt as to the course to be pursued, did

not last long, so prompt was the providence wherewith

Heaven was wont to console the foster-father of Jesus and

most worthy spouse of Mary. Father Calinus 0 does not

agree with Tmmbelli, unable, as he says, to convince his own

mind that Saint Joseph would have thought of settling in

Judea, when the angel expressly told him to return from.

Egypt to Israel. The saint indeed took the road to Judea ;

but he did so, it is believed, from the facility with which he

could pass from Judea to Galilee, where his residence lay.

To show that this conjecture is not ont of the way, I will

give briefly a topography or description of those parts. The

royal highway from Egypt to Galilee passed through' Gaza,

crossing the river Besor, which runs below the village of

Lei ten ; so that to enter Galilee it was necessary cither to

cross all the country of the Philistines, or to pass through

the tribe of Simeon, crossing almost all the kingdom of Juda.

The first road was fatigning, as it was traversed by many

rivers, and ran along the sea coast, as well as from the fact

that the inhabitants of that region were a people who, even

in time of peace, hated the people of God. The second road

was more practicable and more convenient, from its being

more frequented, and running through the midst of Israel.

We are therefore inclined to think that Saint Joseph chose

this latter, and would by it have reached his home in Naza

* CALINUS, 7cm. IV. Lit. 711. cap. 7.

The angel told Saint Joseph to return from Egypt to tne land of Israel. The

holy patriareh did not disobey the command of the Almighty, when as he returned

he thonght of entering Judea ; for that kingdom, after the return of the Jews frem

tin' captivity of Buhrlon, was cousidered a part of the laud of Israel, as in the

times of David aud Solomon.
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rcth without especial trouble, had not a fear of Archelaus

arrested him. Learning that that prince occupied tho

throne of Judea, he went no further, but stopped, in doubt

what course to pursue in this emergency. Troubled in mind,

and revolving these doubts and cruel fears, Saint Joseph

fell asleep, and in his dreams an angel of the Lord appeared,*

telling him to turn back and retire to Galilee : Joseph

obeyed, turning back towards Galilee, as the minister of God

directed, and took up his abode in his former city of Naza

reth.

Herod Antipas, a more humane prince than Archelaus,

was tetrarch of Galilee.f He gave no indication of any

intent to follow up his father's hatred and maxims, deeming

as fabulous or silly reports of the vulgar, what had been circu

lated as to the birth of the new heir to the sceptre and crown

of Judea. Saint Joseph, therefore, resolved to enter freely his

beloved city of Nazareth J and remain there, as he possessed

* And being warned in sleep, retired into the quarters of Galilee. (Matt.

ii. 22.)

t On the death of Herod the Great, Arehelaus, his son, was left his heir to the

kingdom of Judea, provided Coisar approved tho will. Augustus confirmed the

father's will, permitting Archelaus to ascend the throne, but without the title

of king, or all the former territories of the erown of Judea ; allowing him merely

that of Ethaurch of Juden, Samaria and Idumea. Ethnareh means prince of the

nation. To his brother Antipas, Ctesar gave the title of tetmrch, or prince of the

fourth purt of the province or kingdom, and Galilee was allotted to him ; Philip,

the last of the three brothers, obtained Iturea, another fourth part of the pro

vince.

J And coming, he dwelt in a city called Nazareth. (Matt. ii. 23.) Trombelli

says that one of St. Joseph's motives in settling near to Jerusalem, was to be

enabled to communicate more easily with Zachary. I do not accept this, for the

author of the Ecclesiastical Canons adopted in the Sixth Council, relates that

Herod having sought the Baptist to pnt him to death, and not finding him, as ho

had fled with his mother Saint Elizabeth, put Zachary to death. (Saudinus do

Christo. cap. G. § 6.) Saint Jerome iu his commentary on St. Matthew, ch. 2)5,

•',,m- *
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a house and some property within it, and was attracted by its

being the residence of most if not all his kindred and ac

quaintance.

treats as apoeryphal, and of no authority, the books which state that Zachary was

martyred by Herod.

The general edict of Heroil against the children did not include the Baptist, as

he was born at Hebron, far distant from Bethlehem ; but it would not be difficult

for an angered and jealous prince to issue a new deoree condemuing every child

in Hebron to death ; in the belief that the child, whose birth had excited so mnch

attention among the mountains of Juda, might be the one proclaimed to be the

king of the Jews.

 



 

CHAPTER XI.

8AINT JOSEPH'S LIFE AT NAZARETH HE PROCEEDS WITH THE

BLESSED VIRGIN AND THE CHILD JESC3 TO JERUSALEM, WHEN

THE CHILD WAS TWELVE YEARS OLD THE CHILD REMAINS

IN THE TEMPLE, AND AFTER THREE DAYS IS FOUND AMONG

THE DOCTORS.

f

 

OST briefly docs sacred history give us the whole

life of the foster-father of Jesus, after his return

from Egypt. " His parents went every year to

Jerusalem, at the solemn day of the Pasch." *

Thrice a year were the men bound, according to

the commandment in Exodns,f to present them

selves before the Majesty and presence of the Sovereign God

of Israel, in the spot which the Lord himself had appointed

* Luke ii. 41.

t Throe times in the year nil thv males shall appear in the sight of the Al-

mi jhry Lord, the God of Israel. (Exod. xxxiv. 23.)

 

 



 

 

for his public adoration and solemn worship. These appointed

times are enumerated in Deuteronomy,* and are the solemnity

of the Azymes or unleavened bread, the Feast of the Taber

nacles, and the Feast of Weeks. In the days of Saint

Joseph the spot appointed for the fulfilment of this law was

the magnificent temple erected in Jerusalem. Not a few

commentators and theologians, who freely attribute to the

foster-father of Jesus a greater degree of poverty than became

his sacred ministry, and his obligation of maintaining with

some decency his noble and holy family, say, that in conse

quence of his indigence he went but once a year to Jerusalem ;

affirming that as Jerusalem was about a hundred miles dis

tant from Nazareth, this journey would have required a

period of time that he could not take from the exercise of

the trade by which he supported his family. And if this

motive had no force, the fear of Archelaus would be sufficient

to divert the Saint from appearing frequently in Jerusalem.

Others who will not have Saint Joseph to have been so poor,

excuse him on the other hand from these three presentations

which he should have made annually in the temple. Other

writers, such as Maldonado and Calmet, aver that in the time

of Saint Joseph, the Jews who were now scattered in dis

tricts remote from Jerusalem, went to present themselves in

the temple, only on the solemn festival of the Pasch.

Some, bearing in mind the virtue, religiousuess, and

punctual obedience of Saint Joseph, do not agree with these

writers, but deem it more probable that the holy Patriarch

went down to Jerusalem each year at the three appointed

seasons. Saint Luke speaks of his presentation on the

* Three times in the year shall all thy males appear before the Lord thy God,

in the place which he shall choose, in the feast of Uuleavened bread, in the feast

of Weeks, and in the feast of Tabernacles. (Denteron. xvi. 16)



 

solemn day of the Pasch, and passes over the other two in

silence ; because he only mentions the occasions when the

holy Patriarch went in company with his amiable spouse,

who, like other women, was obliged to appear in the temple on

such one of the three feasts as she might choose, according

to the exposition of the most learned Tirinus.0 Children

who had not attained the age of twelve years were not

bound by this law, and were not called children of the pre

cept till they entered the thirteenth ; nevertheless, we can

not believe that the parents of Jesus ever left to another's

care the treasure which they esteemed more than their very

lives. Csesar Calinus f says that neither the Virgin Mary,

nor the Infant Saviour before he attained the age of twelve,

was bound to appear in the temple ; but that Our Lady

chose to present herself ont of piety and devotion, and that

Jesus went to obey his most holy Mother, who delighted to

take him with her.

These pilgrimages to the temple before Jesus attained the

age of twelve, are all the history of Saint Joseph's life that

Saint Luke gives us of that period. The other actions of

these three or four years spent at Nazareth before Christ first

presented himself before the Lord, according to the Hebrew

law, are unwritten ; but we may conjecture by the previous

light that we have as to his virtue and exact obedience to

God's orders, that Saint Joseph, enlightened by the example

of the Son and the Mother, increased in perfection like a

giant of sanctity, so as to win from the Evangelist Saint

Matthew the epithet of "just."

Meanwhile the tetrarch of Galilee, son though he was of

King Herod, troubled not the seclusion of Joseph, and did

s TntiNcs, in Luc. ii. 41. f CALINUS, Tom. IV. Lib. III. cap. 8.
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not, that we know, ever molest the Holy Family. Neverthe

less, unless, on the other hand, he was certain that Herod

Antipas thought not of the new heir of the Jewish throne,

the father of Jesus could not but have had his hours of

anxious fear ; for we know from history that a persecuted

man starts, even when he hut feels the wind blow from the

qnarter whence the first blow had come.

The pilgrimage of the Infant Jesus to Jerusalem before

fulfilling his twelfth year, is a matter in dispute with the

commentators on the second chapter of Saint Luke, where

the Evangelist states that Jesus when twelve years old accom

panied his parents to Jerusalem. Trombelli as to this point

says : It seems very conformable to prudence that this was

the first time that the Infant Jesus went to Jerusalem to

appear before the Lord in compliance with the law of Dente

ronomy. The tender age and delicate constitution of the

child, did not permit him to be exposed to so long a journey

as that from Nazareth to Jerusalem. Still less did Arehe-

laus, a prince of cruel mind and suspicious intentions, permit

it. But after the age of twelve, his age was no lunger tender

nor his constitution delicate, and as Archelaus was banished

from the kingdom and deprived of his dominions, it was proper

that He who came into the world, not to do away the law,

but to fulfil it, should observe it publicly, by appearing with

other males in the temple.

I know that Juvenens, a very ancient Christian poet, was

of a different opinion, and writes that the parents of Jesus,

who went to Jerusalem every year to venerate the Lord in

his temple on the solemn feast of the Pasch, took the child

Jesus with them. I know too that Bede, as cited by

Maldonado, is of this opinion, which Calmet does not reject.

This opinion is founded on the general command, which,

including all males, seems to include boys also as soon as they
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were beyond infancy. I know too that Jesus was a strict

observer of the law, and that his parents Joseph and Mary

were also ; so much so, that the Blessed Virgin, although not

included in the law of Denteronomy, which mentions only

males, nevertheless went every year to appear before the Lord

in his holy temple on Mount Sion.

All this does not take me by surprise, and I even think

that I have sufficiently hinted these objections elsewhere, and

Grotius, a learned Protestant, well skilled in Holy Scripture,

has already noted it. He nevertheless affirms, that reason

and propriety required that children of his tender age should

not be risked in fulfilling this rite, as they were unable to

understand the instructions that their parents must necessa

rily have given as to the meaning of the law, for the book of

Exodus shows that such instructions were required.* It was

left then to parents, according to the opinion ofthis most learned

man, to determine at what age their children should fulfil this

commandment, and it was commonly believed that children

were obliged at the age of twelve to go to Jerusalem. But

Grotius also notes, that the more punctual of the Jews

anticipated the fulfilment of this precept, and began to take

their children to the temple before they attained the age of

twelve.f This reflection maybe admitted, noticing, however,

* Exodus xxxiv. 20.

t Credunt nommlli, puernm Jesum in templum una cum parentihns suis ire

statim ccepisse, ac per setatem amlmlare potuit ; alii vero ivisse nunc primum

(scilicet, cum esset aumortun duodecim) ad Pascha celebrandum. Et quidem

llebraomm pueri duntaxat post annum tetatis duodecimum vocabantur filii prsccepti.

(SANIHNTS, de Christn, cap. ii. j 1.) Lex qute in Exodo et Denteronomio extat, in

mures oumes concepta est. Sed cum ipsa ratio et iequitas doceret, id ad teneram

admodum tetatem non pertinere, locus fuit a-qute interpretation!. Nihil enim re-

ferebat ad dies festos deduci eos, qui rerum istarum nullum hubebant intelleetum.

LxDut lex altera (Exod. xii. 27.), qua jubentur parentes liberis suis exponere his-

toriam nrum in ^E^'pto gestanun, simml atque ceremonite istius causas iuciperent
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that in the observance of other laws there was no danger of

exposing Jesus and Mary to any grievous accident. It is

very probable, then, that Jesus anticipated the obedi

ence of the other precepts, in the execution of which no

cruel blow threatened ; but in the fulfilment of the com

mandment of the thirty-fourth chapter of Exodus, some dis

aster might be dreaded, while Archelaus reigned, as that

prince might easily seek the child with the same intentions

as his father.0

•The celebrated Tirinus, following the eminent Cajetan in

this point, and laying down other principles with Grotius,

says that the commandment to appear before the Lord in the

spot appointed, did not oblige till the age of twenty, and

continued to that of fifty, or at most sixty.f

Calinus thinks that Christ before the age of twelve went

to obey his mother, who wished to take him with her. She

went to Jerusalem, as we have already said with this author,

not from any obligation to present herself before the Lord in

the temple, but to give these marks of religion to the Sover

eign God of Israel, and to give this singular example of piety

to the Jewish women. In carrying the child to Jerusalem nei

ther the Blessed Virgin, nor Saint Joseph, departed from the

dictates of prudence, if indeed the infant Saviour before the

age of twelve went with his parents, as Calinus thinks. This

might happen from one of two reasons. Archclaus might

inquirere, id est, simnl atque ad rationis usum aliqncm pervenissent : quod tempus

cum lege definitum non esset videtur relictum arbitrio sapientum, ntque ab iis

definitum setatem aunornm duodeeim. Discrimen hoc setatis indicant et voces

Helinera ; nam intra annum duodecimnm dicebantur infantes, sive pamili : eo

impleto, adolescentes. (GROTIUS, in Luc, ii.)

s TROMRELLI, Part I. cap. 28. num. 1-3.

t A vigesimo anno usque ad qninqnagesimum, inqnit Cajetanus, vel ut alii

qnidam, usqne ad scxapresimum oomparebit in loro qni publico Dei cultni destina-

bitur, ut post destinata I'nit lerosolyma. (TmiNna, in food. xxiii. 17., 1 



 

then have been deprived of his kingdom by Augustus Ctesar,

and ordered to Vienne in France, the place of his exile ;

leaving his states in the hands of the procurators or presi

dents whom Rome put in his stead, the first of whom was

Cauponius in the reign of Augustus, and the fifth, in the

reign of Tiberius, Pontius Pilate, a native of Pontus and trib

utary of Rome.* On the other hand, it was easy, as Saint

Augustine notes, for parents, and child to escape observation

amid the crowd of Jews, flocking to the holy city to adore

God in the temple, the place appointed by him for the fulfil

ment of this rite. These two sohitions, though but simple

conjectures, are from Saint Augustine.f Hence we hold as

certain only what Saint Luke writes,^ that is, that the

parents of the Infant God went every year to Jerusalem, and

took Jesus when he had attained the age of twelve.

The Holy Family having, after five days' travel, reached

the city of Jerusalem, adored the Sovereign God of Israel in

his temple, offering together the oblation prescribed by the

Almighty in the book of Exodus,§ for the Lord would not

have his adorers come empty-handed before him : although

the gift did not, as some expositors say,|| leave the power of

the offerer ; the Almighty, who needs not our goods, being

* SANDINUS, De Ckrittn, cap. iv. S II.

f An et hoc aliquis dicit : quomodo eriro, sicut Lncas (ii. 41.) narrat : u fbant

parentes ejus per onmes anuns in Hierusulem." Quomodo si Archelai timore illue

prohibebantur accedere ? Hoc mihi dissolve™ non essct difficile, nee si nl'quia

Evangelistarum expressisset, qummriiu ibi regnaret Archelaus. Fieri enim poterat

nt per diem festum inDer tatn injrentem turmam latenter uscenderent . . . Cnm Tero

etiaun de regno Archelai, quam fncrit dinturnmm, omnes tacuerint, iste quoque in-

t. lectus patet, ut quod Lm-ns di--it : " Per omnes aouos " ascendere solitos in Je

rusalem, tune accipiumus factitatum, cum jum non timeretur Archolaus. (ST.

Ai tiuSTixu, De masiusu Esanyslistarum, Lib. II. cap. x. g 23.;

: Luke ii. 43.

§ Neither shall thou nppour before me empty. (Exod. xxxiv. 20.)

|| TROMRRILLI, Part I. cap. 28. num. 1 1.
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contended with the voluntary oblation of the saprifice. When

the solemn days of the Pasch were ended, Joseph and

Mary left Jerusalem for Nazareth ; but the child, either to

try the love of his parents, or to show the independence,

which, as God, he had of them, remained in the temple with

out telling them. Joseph and Mary did not seek him at first,

supposing that their child, of whose prudence they had no

doubt, was in the company of some relative or townsman

from Nazareth. The heresiarch Luther says that it was negli

gence or voluntary carelessuess on the part of Joseph and

Mary to have left the child in Jerusalem. What can we

expect from one who claimed for his own judgment the infal

libility which he denied the universal Church, but horrid blas

phemies against the parents of Jesus ?

Cresar Calinus, whose work we have so often cited, speak

ing as a good Catholic and most pious writer, argues in

favor of Joseph and Mary in this wise : " The error did not

spring from the neglect, but from the respect of the parents.

Mary and Joseph knew who the child was ; and although in

domestic affairs they commanded him, nevertheless, they

allowed him all freedom, and venerated his actions as divine.

Bede and others suppose, that as the men went separate from

the women, Saint Joseph thought that the child Jesus was

with his Mother, and she thought him with Joseph ; but this

opinion is not probable, as the sacred text does not mention

the separation, merely saying, that the parents of Jesus

supposed him to be with those who were returning from Jeru

salem to Nazareth. Euthymius believes that Jesus did not

inform his parents of his design, because he knew that they

would refuse him permission to remain. But whoever argues

this, shows that he does not understand the profound rever

ence wherewith Mary and Joseph treated the Infant God.

At the close of the first day the parents discovering the
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loss of the child, began to seek him among their relatives

and acqnaintances in the band of pilgrims. Not finding him,

their hearts were rent with sudden and extreme grief, and

deprived by the loss of Jesus from all means of comfort. . .

Mary and Joseph were two blameless souls ; but as it is a

mark of the just to see faults in their conduct where there is

none, they might perhaps fe.ar that they had displeased their

Jesus. . . They would also call to mind that sword,

which, according to Simeon's prophecy, was to pierce the soul

of the Mother of the Divine Child, and they might suppose

that sad and mournful prophecy now about to be accom

plished. . . .

During that night, which must have seemed ages long,

they hoped every moment to find their child. At every

noise they ran out to see whether it was the charm of

their affections. The night passed in this bitter anxiety ;

when day dawned they turned back to Jerusalem, asking all

they met whether they had seen such a child as they

described ; and hearing no tidings of their beloved Jesus,

they entered the city to seek him in Jerusalem. They

turned their steps to the inn where they had stopped, and

there asked for the child. Baffled in their inqniries here,

they proceeded to the temple the next day in the certain hope

of finding him ; nor did their heart deceive them, for on the

third day they found him in the temple seated amid the doc

tors and asking them questions. As soon as his parents

entered, they saw him, overwhelmed with amazement. As

soon as the venerable meeting of Masters and Doctors of the

law broke up, Jesus proceeded towards his parents with all

the respect of a son ; but Joseph was silent, leaving Mary to

speak. Naming Saint Joseph first, as head of the family,

she exclaimed : " Son, why hast thou done so to us ? behold

thy father and I have sought thee, sorrowing." Jesus an- 

<.:•*



 

swered, but the gospel tells us that they did not then under

stand his reply.*

The joy of the Blessed Virgin in thus finding her beloved

Son, whom she -had mourned as lost, has often been a subject

of devout meditation, and is one of those mysteries which the

faithful delight to contemplate in the Rosary. In this joy

Saint Joseph shared in an eminent degree ; for if, as the

Mother of God declared, he had shared her grief, " thy father

and I have sought thee sorrowing," how can we but believe

that He who will wipe away the tear from every eye, deluged

the soul of His foster-father with an ocean of consolation

and joy ?

" Amissum Solymis quieris et invenis,

Miscens gaudia fletibus."

Happy we, if we never rest when we have lost Jesus by our

sins, till we find him, and taste the joy which his presence

will afford, here and hereafter.

* Luke ii. 42 et seq.

 

 



 

CHAPTER XII.

CLOSE OF SAINT JOSEPH^ LIFE. HIS BLESSED DEATH. HIS

BURIAL AND SEPULCHRE.

 

 

N his return from Jerusalem to Nazareth after the

memorable occasion just noted, Saint Joseph lived

in the society of the Blessed Virgin and Jesus, till

the latter was entering his thirtieth year, according

to the opinion of Saint Jerome,0 and some histo

rians who follow the common opinion among the

ologians and commentators on Holy Writ. Of the life led

by the father of Jesus in the town or city of Galilee after

the finding of the child in the teml le, and his return to

Jerusalem, we have no account but the brief words of Saint

* SAINT JEROME says (Kpat. XXII. cap. 17.), " .Tesum usque nd trilrinta nnnos

purentmm panpertate contentum fnisso."—" Jesus to the age uf thirty lived con

tented iu the poverty of his parents "

il



 

Luke : subditus iltis, " he was subject to them,"0 which means

that the Divine "Child after completing his twelfth year lived

under the authority and power of his parents. Saint Justin f

the martyr, Origen and Eusebius, followed in later times by

Tillemont,J say that the Holy Patriarch followed at Nazareth

his trade as a carpenter, and that Jesus aided him, learning

at the same time from his father Saint Joseph, as from a

master, the trade and art of making ploughs, yokes, and other

wooden objects. Neither they nor any other ancient writer

give any description of the interior life of this great Saint ;

but we may believe that at every instant of his life, he

connted more virtues than Alexander could number heroic

actions, though that prince measured his age, not by years,

but by the renowned dates of his conquests and victories.

This silence may arise from the magnificent word " Just," §

wherewith the gospel describes Saint Joseph, and which, well

considered, leaves his best panegyrists nothing to say.l| Or

they perhaps omitted the virtues to employ their pens in the

enlogy of the authority, whereby he had beneath his orders

God made man : an authority which by its very nature sup

s And he went down with them, and came to Nazareth and was subject to

them. (Luke ii. 51.)

t Et cum venisset Jesus ad Jordanem, et Josephi fabri lignaril films haberetur

. . . fabcrque adeo et ipse pntaretur esse . . . aratra ct juga conficieus."—" And

when Jesus came to the Jordan, supposed to be the sou of Joseph the carpenter

. . . and was so himself regarded as a carpenter, making plonghs and yokes "

(ST. JUSTIN, Dialoyue icith Trypho.)

J Although he was of so illustrious a race, of which some moderns even make

him the head, he was nevertheless reduced to gain his livelihood by his mannal

labor at the city (or as somo style it, the town) of Nazareth in fralilee, of the

tribe of Zebulon. He made plonghs, cut down and trimmed trees, bnilt honses

and the like. (LENAIN HE TIU.EMOST, Tom. I. />. 73.)

§ Joseph her husband bein'j aju-4 man. (Matt. i. 10.)

|| And all know what a difference there is between beinz just according to the

opinion of men, and being so according to the trnth of the Gospel.
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poses a man consummate in the perfection of sanctity and in

all the exercises of the spiritual life. Of this we shall speak,

when we treat of the merits and virtues of the foster-father

of Jesus. The Church applauds his honor and ministry by a

hymn inserted in the matins of his office,* and following

their mother the pious and learned Joseph Anthony Patrig-

the Mexican poet Abad,^ and Antonio Mendoza §

* " Rox Dens resrum, Dominutor orbis,

Cujus ail mil HIM trmnit inferornm

Turba, cui promts fUmnlatur a-ther,

So tibl -nh.lit."

" The Lord of lords aml King of kings,

Killer of ;*ky and sea,

Whom Heaven and Earth and Hell obey,

Was subject unto thee."

CASWALL.

t It is impossible to find, iu the infinite host of Saints, a personage greater than

St. Joseph, and it is equally impossible to conceive an authority equal to that

which he had by the right, wherewith he was invested, of commanding the Son of

God. (PATRIGNANI, Lib. I. cap i.)

$ " En quid airam ? Attanltas (pnestetue eilere, loquino!)

Hu-reo. Tritrinta anuomm, quos egit Jesus,

Carne Dens nostra indutus (mirabile dictu!)

Ill sunt anuales, duo vorba hscc: "subditus lllls/

Abditus ille domi, eonclusus pauperc tecto

Obsequio, neque prsclerea dum cognitus ulli;

Filius esse hmmilis fabri, nc de millibus nmns

Esse pntattatur, manibusijno perindc laborem

Ipse exercebat, quasi fabri flllus esset,

Curvabatque bumeros lignis et llgna dolabat/

ARAD, Ilsroiua de Deo, Canto 22.

§ Cuando de IMos pendo todo,

ya de -1osn Dios ppndiendo

en su ufan no mas afirman

sus ancuras tres alientos

Que de su trabajo solo

Ditw viva, y su madrc, Heno

de verdad y de ojercicio

el alto blazon paterno.

Si ea dp Josy conium gloria

el declrlo, wa el serlo

medidn n pasmos, n cnvidlas

imya del merecimicuto.

MENDOZA, Tida do U Vlrgen..491-3.



 

extol it in elegant verses, addressed to Jesus at the time

when he vouchsafed to be under the obedience of the most

worthy spouse of Mary.

Of the precise time of Saint Joseph's death or his age at

the time we have no account : and historians do not agree as

to the point. In the Coptic Synaxary, a collection of the

lives of the Saints made by Michael, Bishop of Atribi and

Melega, it is stated that Joseph passed to another world at

the age of one hundred and eleven years ; but this fact, like

many others stated by this prelate in his work, is really but

a fable, and a notion, which being based on the extravagant

ideas of the people, deserves about as much credit as a news

paper or review.

Saint Joseph, according to the most authentic tradition,

died in Jerusalem, having gone as was the custom among the

Jews, to appear before the Lord in his temple on the solemn

festival of the Pasch. By this we see that he was not as old

as the Bishop of Melega would make him ; because the law

of the three annnal presentations in the temple, as Tirinus

says, was binding at most to the age of sixty. Vida,

though a poet, and esteemed as such in the sixteenth century,

did not say as much as the Bishop of Mciega,0 but he

assents to another extravagant opinion or tradition ; because

(obscuring the elegance of this verse by a fact not admitted

by the wise), he says that Saint Joseph survived to the time

of Our Lord's passion. So far critics might have pardoned

the error, but the fact by which he attempts to prove it, does

not deserve this indulgence, as the reader may judge. Vida

writes that the President of Judoa, Pontius Pilate, being

desirous of knowing what kind of a man was that king of

* The Coptic Synaxary was composed, according to Joseph Aesemani, in the

twelfth century.
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the Jews, who had been brought before his tribunal by the

scribes and Pharisees, summoned Joseph, reputed father of

Jesus, to throw some light on the matter. At the order of

the judge, the father of Jesus, he says, appeared, and begin

ning from the first * he gave Pontius Pilate a complete

account of the person of Christ.

Hyacinth Serri,f without mentioning this fact, says that de

fenders arc not wanting among the Fathers of the Church for

the opinion that Saint Joseph was alive at the time of our Sav

iour's death, and that nevertheless Our Lord commended his

Mother to the Evangelist Saint John, to show that Mary was

a virgin, and that Joseph had only been his reputed father. Now

who are these Fathers of the Church whom Serri cites ? He

mentions Saint John Chrysostom, the author of the Passion of

Our Lord, cited by Saint Cyprian, Saint Augustine, and Saint

Ambrose. Of these Fathers the one who speaks most clearly

is Saint Augustine, or the author of the sermon which the

Benedictines of St. Maur have enrolled among the apocryphal

works of the Saint, where it is stated without any solid

authority, that Saint Joseph was present when Our Lord

ascended triumphantly to heaven. If the author speaks of

Saint Joseph resuscitated to accompany his Son Jesus in

that triumph, it would be easy to credit him ; but -to say

that Saint Joseph had not yet died, as Serri pretends, Tille-

mont J deems the opinion unsustained by proof, because the

» VIDA Chriaind« Lib. III. v. 29.

t SERRI, 1lrercitat. 25, § 3.

I A sermon, which the Benedictines give in the appendix of St. Augustine, and

which they asoribe to Suint Cesarius, says that St. Joseph was present ut the

ascension of Christ ; but says so by an analogy, which can never serve as a foun

dation for facts. His words are : " Sol et Luna et undecim stelUe Christum

adorarunt, quando post Resurrectionem apparuit : Sancta Maria quasi huna et Joseph

quasi sol."—" The sun and moon and eleven stars worshipped Christ when he ap
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author uses an allegory which does not decide this contro

versy.

Papebroke,f the continucr of the work of Bollandus,

openly affirms, that we neither know nor can conjecture how

long Saint Joseph survived, after returning to Nazareth

when he found the child in the temple ; but that it is little

less than certain, and believed by most historians that the

Saint died shortly before Christ began his preaching ; because

when the ministry of Jesus began, the Evangelists who

named him before in connection with his most holy spouse

the Virgin Mary, cease all mention of him, it being incongruous

that the reputed father of Jesus should be alive, when Our

Lord by his miraculous works was to prove that he had no

father according to nature, but God. Tillemont J also

peared after his Resurrection : Saint Mary as the moon and Saint Joseph as the

Sun." (TlLLEMONT, p. 78.)

* Quot vero aouis post repertnm rednctumque e templo Jesum duodennem

Joseph supervixerit, nc probahili quidem conjecturn dici pnecise potest : nisi quod

propemodum certum sit et a plerisque hubeatur indubitatum, prius mortunm esse

qu;un se mundo manifestare Jesus inciperet. Cum nusquam illius amplius Evan-

gelisto meminerint . . . Neque vero conveniebat, ut qui operibus tam admirandis

Dei se Filium probaturus erat, ejus et lege et nomine pater sub omnium oculis

versurctur.—How many years Joseph may have survived the finding of Jesus in

the temple at the ago of twelve, and his return to Nazareth, cannot be precisely

said by even probable conjecture : except that it is almost certain, and considered

by many as beyond a doubt, that he died before Jesus began to manifest himself

to the world; inasmnch as the Evangelists make no further mention of him. . . .

Nor indeed was it becoming, that He, who by his wondrous works was to prove

himself the Son of God, should have in the eyes of all one who was nominally and

legally his father. (PAPERROEE, Omanent. ffister. 8. Jaseph, § 1 , num. 8.)

f It is believed, and with great probability, that Joseph died before Christ

begun to preach the Gospel, and before the marriage of Cana, where Jesus was

invited with his mother and his disciples ; on that occasion Saint Joseph is not

mentioned, nor is he in the whole history of Our Lord's public ministry. At hi»

death, Jesus commended his mother to Saint John, which shows that St. Joseph

was no longer alive, for Christ is not the author of division or divorce. (Tu.I.E-

MONT, I. 78.)

 

 



 

adopts Papebroke's opinion. Yir ;il Sedelmayr, too, ob-

jccts to Serri, the authority of Saint Epiphanius, and other

powerful writers, who will not be persuaded that, while Saint

Joseph, the true spouse of the Blessed Virgin, was alive,

Christ would have confided her to Saint John ; and if Jesus

forbore to commend his Mother to Saint Joseph for the

reasons which Serri gives, the Evangelists who mention those

who were present at the passion, would not pass over in

silence his reputed father Saint Joseph, who from his firm

and constant love to Jesus, could not but stand beside his

foster-child in that hour of angnish and bitter forms of

death.* Some have said f that Saint Joseph was alive and

present at the sad spectacle of the death of Jesus ; but that

Christ did not commend his Mother to him, in consequence

of his advanced age. Suppose this, but let those who assert

it, answer me why Jesus, on commending his most holy

Mother to Saint John, did not also commend his gnardian

and reputed father ? It will be safer to believe, that on that

melancholy occasion, he was out of this world ; inasmuch as

had he been alive, the holy old man Simeon would have pro

phetically announced to him the same sword of grief,

which he announced to Mary his spouse and Mother of the

Infant Deity.

The illustrious Snarez J closes the argument by words

which, from the authority and solidity of this doctor, may be

considered as a decisive sentence. " I think that Saint

Joseph did not die immediately after Christ's twelfth year,

* Stangelins certissimum vocat persnasionem, quod Sanctus Joseph non omplina

fuerit vivas tempore pussionis Dominieie, qnia alias Christus moriens, ut observnt

Epiphanius (Hseres. 78. c. 10.), Matrem snam certe non commendasset S. Joaimi.

(SF.OELMAYR, Tksoloyia Mariana, Pars. I. q. 1. art. 10.)

t Ax-roxirs SANDINUS, De *.'. Joseptto, notn 2fl. § 10.

J SUAREZ, Tom. II in 3 disp. 7. sect. 1-3.

 



 

because Saint Luke, when he says that the Child returned to

Nazareth with his parents, and there was subject to their

orders, shows that he lived for some years with them. And

it is credible that Saint Joseph survived to maintain Jesus to

his thirtieth year, when he was to begin the preaching of the

gospel." Alexander, who died almost on the threshold of life,

s:iid on a certain occasion when his age was spoken of, that

hic had lived many ages if men reckoned his life, as he did,

not by years but by victories.0 These words, which in the

mouth of that conqueror who made the earth tremble with

his presence, signify his many triumphs, transferred to the

years and life of Saint Joseph, are the chronology and a

clear idea of his virtues ; for, according to the expression of

Gerson,f he lived many ages, if we count, not his years, which

at most could not have exceeded sixty, but the victories which

his constancy and loyalty in God's service won in the calam

itous theatre of those times. Finally, after many ages of

triumphs, he closed a mortal life with a death caused, not

by the hatred of the Scribes and Pharisees, but occurring

in the natural way : for had that council of the Jews, so

fearful of their country's ruin, caused his death, history

would not have deprived us of the notice of so important

an event.

Joseph in his death, which was a tranqnil one, had the

* Verum e^o qni non annos mcos. sed victorias numero, si munera fortunse

benc compnte diu vixi. ((JciNTtis Cm-Tins, Lib IX. cap. 12.)

t "Dipin^itur alicubi senex propter mentis et castitatis virtutem : sient dicit

Sapiens, quod .-Eins senertntis vita immaculata."—"Joseph is sometimes painted

as an old man from his virtue of mind and chastity, as the Wise Man says, " Old

ago is n spotless life." (Gmisox, Serma ,fe Natiritate V. Maria.)

Erffo Joseph repntassc ssnem frcere seniles

In se virtntes. •

GEBSON, in JosephhM.



 

happiness of being, as the Church chants in her hymns,0 and

as art portrays, assisted by Jesus and Mary, who closed his

eyes with their sacred hands, shoddiug at the same time, as

Borgoincus and Eckius say,f copious tears of love over the

venerable body ; so that then, more justly than at Lazarus's

death, might the Jews say, " See how they loved him."+

His death, it is piously believed, was caused by that divine

love, wherewith Mary by her example and the Man-God by

his presence inspired him. Bernardino de Bustos § and other

writers relate, with expressions of piety, as happening on that

occasion what probably took place at the happy death of a

Joseph so worthy of the tears of Jesus and Mary, whom he

had served with a father's love and treated with the most

profound respect. Love, which deprived him of life did not

deprive him of feeling, and the pain of leaving his son and

spouse to await that blow of grief which threatened them,

and which Heaven had decreed. Pious souls, when they con

template the departure and last sighs of the father of Jesus

and spouse of Mary, cannot check the outgushing of their

feelings, and the tears which spontaneously rise to their eyes.

It is not easy to repeat what authors write of this sad mo

ment ; but not to pass over all, I shall close with an extract

• O nimis Mix, nimis o beetus;

Cujus i-xtremann vigiles ad horam,

Chrlstus et VirRo simul adstlternnt

Oro eereno.

O blest beyond the lot of mortal men ;

O'er whose last dying sigh,

Christ and tho Virsiin watehed with looks serene,

Soothing his azonr.

Hymnfor iMtul» on St. Joseph's day.—Caswnil's tranalatlon.

t Jeras and Mary closed his eyes ; each heart was rent with grief, and tears

gushed forth. (BonuiuiNEcs, JJedi'latim 14.) JOANNE" ECKICX, lJmail. II. dr tiimcto

Josepho.

J John xi. 3fi.

J; BERNABKINE HE BUSTOS, Ssrmo df S. Jonrpho, mp. IIf. art. fi.



 

from a discourse of one of the most eloquent of the panegy

rists of Saint Joseph. " We cannot fix precisely," says

Father Biuet, " the year of Saint Joseph's death ; what is

regarded as certain is, that he passed from this to another

life before the passion of Christ. He died in the arms of

Jesus and Mary : a happiness which causes feelings of the

deepest devotion. I cannot conceive how death, who is

painted as blind, aimed so well ; doubtless unable for his

blinduess to see the two lights that stood by the bedside of the

dying patriarch, he dared to pass between Jesus and Mary.

His passage to the other world was more a triumph than a

death. He finally breathed the last sigh, which Christ and

the Blessed Virgin received. On that occasion, I doubt not,

all the court of Heaven descended to venerate that body, in

which had dwelt so great a soul, adorned with those riches

of virtue which the Gospel embraces in the name Just."

Joseph Anthony Patriguaui* follows Binet's discourse with

these pious expressions, which I add to afford the devout

clients of Saint Joseph this incentive of devotion : " Oh!

how at that moment, the last of his life, must not Jesus have

rewarded with a torrent of confidence him, who, as a father,

bore a father's fears and toils ! ' Go,' must the angels have

said, ' go, O new precursor, and bear to the holy patriarchs

the tidings of their coming liberation, which now appears as

the dawn of the Stm of Justice above the horizon, foretoken

ing happiness ; meanwhile we weave thee this crown of roses,

and lilies. and this starry robe which thy purity deserves, and

thy dignity of Father of Jesus, a title never bestowed on

angels. Already is thy throne prepared at the right hand

of that which awaits thy spouse. Thou shalt be as the great

counsellor in the court of Heaven, the treasurer of the riches

* Patrignaui, Lib. I. cup. siv.

 



 

 

and graces which the Almighty Father dispenses ; thou shalt

be the protector of the Church about to arise, and the advo

cate of its children in all necessities and cares.' The Mother

of God, speaking with the sweet eloquence of her eyes, more

than with the tender harmony of her voice, thanked him for

his care in ministering to her, with such signs of gratitude as

kindled new flames of divine love in the noble heart of Saint

Joseph. In these colloquies that splendid light gave its last

gleams, like the sun when near its setting."

The death and happy passage of Saint Joseph is said by

some to have taken place on the twentieth of July ; but

these have followed the chronology and error of the Copts

and other oriental Christians ; the best supported tradition

and the martyrologies name the nineteenth of March for the

solemnization of his memory ; but of this we shall treat

more at length when we come to speak of devotion to the

glorious foster-father of Jesus and spouse of Mary. Joseph

having died in the presence of his beloved spouse and foster-

son, Christ, says Gerson, Christ who vouchsafed to prepare

that sacred and virginal body for the grave, placed the hands

upon the breast and blessed it to prevent its decay ; he sta

tioned, too, as we may with Gerson piously believe, angels to

guard the holy remains till they were borne to the tomb. As

the funeral of Saint Joseph was left to the hands of an

Almighty Son who had received such services from the saint,

I have no hesitation in believing, that much of what Gerson

relates took place ; but I do not set down my opinions, as it

is vain to relate facts which we believe, unless we can sub

stantiate them by tradition or historical documents.

Bernardino de Bustos,* relating what may be piously

* "Nullus unqunm fuit, qui tantam partem hubuerit de dulei Jesn. et de benc-

dicta Matre pjn.*, sicut Joseph, qni, ut ereditur, per triginta aimur- cum eis conver



 

 

believed, Rays that Jesus and Mary attended Saint Joseph

in his last illuess, and that without leaving his couch they

comforted him, and that Joseph said : " O, my Jesus, I die

consoled with the hope that shortening the time of thy clem

ency, thou wilt quickly redeem us." With these words on

his lips he expired, after having lived thirty years in the loving

company of the glorious Virgin and her Son Jesus.

Isidore Isolanus and others, as well ancient as modern

writers, insert in their lives of Saint Joseph what is given by

the Oriental Christians in their ancient life of the saint,

omitting what is rejected by writers of the Latin Church.

The Abbate Trombelli, a discreet critic, admits that this life

is destitute of all authority. He nevertheless cites it to

gratify pious souls that would wish to read it, warning his

readers that it pretends to have been related by Our Lord on

Mount Olivet. For the same reason, and with the same

advice as Trombelli, I insert some extracts, omitting a few

clauses which might have stood the test of criticism in the

days of Isolanus, but that science growing with years, and

flying with the wings of time, teaches by new discoveries to

distinguish between light and smoke, and to separate truth

from falsehood.

"One day," say the Orientals, "Our Lord and Saviour

satus est in hoc mundo ; rmm parum ante baptisuram Christi mortuns est, ntcom-

tnuniter tenetur."—" No one ever shared so mnch in sweet Jesus and his blessed

mother, as Joseph, who lived with them, it is believed, for thirty years ; for the

common belief is, that he died shortly before the buptism of Christ." (BERNAR-

DINE DE Besnis, Maricd. Airf. 4. Serm. 12.) " Pie igitur ereditur, quod duleis

Jesus, et puksima Virgo infirmo Joseph solicit* serviebant . . . dicehatquc Joseph

Domino ^'esu : Nunc ltetus morior quod cito venies liberare nos."—"It is then

piously believed, tlmt sweet Jesns and the most loving Virgin solicitously tended

Joseph in his sickness . . . and that Joseph said to the Lord Jesus, Now I die

cheerful, hopinjr that thou wilt come speedily to relieve us."1 (BERNARDINE DE

BUSTOS, .Serai, de Sancto Josrplio, art. 3. cap. 3.)
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sitting with his disciples on Mount Olivet, spoke thus of his

foster-father Saint Joseph : ' Joseph was a carpenter of Beth

lehem, of the house of David. From his youth he learned

science and wisdom. He knew the carpenter's trade ....

And after that Joseph grew old and advanced in years : but

his body was not weakened, nor was the sight of his eye

dimmed, nor did a tooth in his head decay, nor did his mind

wane, but he was, though so aged, complete in all his powers

as in his youth. . . . Now the days of Joseph were nigh

that he should die, and an angel of the Lord appeared to

him and said that he should qnickly pass from this world

and be laid with his fathers. Then Joseph feared, and rising

up he went to Jerusalem, and entering the temple he prayed

long to God to be propitious to him in the hour of hin death,

and send the holy Archangel Michael to defend him from his

enemies. And he prayed also that his good angel, who had

been appointed to gnard him from Ms mother's womb, should

appear to him with a joyful face and pleasing aspect to attend

his soul, nor permit the terrible and hostile spirits to approach

it. And when he had prayed he returned to Nazareth, and

entered his house, and falling sick he lay upon his couch, and

his infirmity increased greatly And when he had

said tlu's his sickness overcame him, and he could no longer

speak. Then I sat at Joseph's head and my Mother at his

feet. Then the aged man turned towards me and sighed

towards me with great sighs. . . . and thus patiently

and joyfully he expired. With my own hands I closed his

eyes and arranged his features. And all the city hearing of

Joseph's death came, and intimate friends washed his body

and anointed it with the best ointment. In the meantime

I besought my Father, and when my prayer was ended, a

multitude of angels came, and I commanded two of them to

attire the body of Joseph, and the angels clad the body of

 



 

 

the blessed and aged man in a white garment. And I blessed

his body that it might not decay. And I said : " I will bless

and I will aid every man in the church of the Just who on

the day of thy memory, O Joseph, shall offer sacrifice to God.

And whoso shall meditate on thy life and thy labors, and thy

passage from this world, when his soul shall leave his body I

will blot out his sins from the book, that he be not punished

in the day of judgment. And pestilence shall not enter nor

sudden death come upon the house where thy memory shall

be." And the ancients bore the body of Joseph to the grave :

and I remembered the days when he bore me to Egypt, and

his manifold labors which he endured with me, and leaning

over his body I wept. And they laid the corpse of my father

Joseph. in the sepulehre beside his father Jacob.'"

This account of the Orientals is, however, of no authority,

and as the learned say, a fable, which, crediting vulgar tra

ditions, was believed by those unenlightened people.*

No historian fixes with certainty the spot where the holy

patriarch died and was buried. Calmet supposes that he

passed to another life from the same city in which he took up

his abode when he came from Egypt ; and that in that city,

namely Nazareth, he was buried.f The only foundation on

which this writer relies is the opinion that he died in the

place of his ordinary residence. This conjecture does not

seem to be of much force, for a man, for all his fixing his

residence in one spot, has all the world to die in. The

learned continuers of the arduous undertaking of Bollandus,

following Saint Adamnan and Bede, or the author of the work

on the holy places of Palestine, say that Saint Joseph was

buriexl in the valley of Josaphat ; and that it is by no means

* See Tillemont and others.

f CAU«ET, Die-ertatnm on St. Jos«ph, befon his Commmtnry on Saiat Luke.
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improbable that his death was so divinely disposed, as to

occur in that time of the year, when, in accordance with the

custom of the festival day, he would go up to Jerusalem with

his wife and son. In this way a desire ever predominant in

the Jews would be fulfilled in his case, and that was, to be

buried in the sepulehre of their ancestors.* Bede thinks, too,

that Joseph's tomb was near that of the holy and venerable

Simeon ; but critics do not admit this, believing that it

sprang from the error of some who confounded his tomb with

the sepulehre of Joseph, surnamed the Just, the competitor

of Saint Matthias in the choice made by the Apostles for one

to fill the vacant place of Judas. The ancient Oriental Chris

tians write in the life of Saint Joseph, that he was interred in

the sepulehre of Jacob his father, but this account is, as we

have said, of no authority,f We must then recur to the

conjecture of Papebroke, to suppose that Saint Joseph died

in Jerusalem, and was buried in that valley, in which stand

the tomb of Josaphat and the garden of Gethsemani ; unless,

indeed, we incline to believe that he died at Nazareth, where

he had settled, but commanded his remains to be borne to the

valley of Josaphat, where stood the tomb of his illustrious

ancestors.

» Fapebrochins, Comment. Hid. il« S. Jonepho, ACTA SANCTORUM, § 1 1.

f On a montre sou tombeau duns les siecles posterienres en la valhoe de Josa

phat prcs de Jerusalem. (Les anciens n'en ont point parle) ; et Bollandus eroit

mumc que ce ponvait iitre le tombeau do Joseph le juste, propose avec St. Mat

thias pour ctre £leve a l'apostolat. (TILLEMONT. I. 29.)

On pretend que les Coptes et les antres Orientaux en fort une fete fort solennelle

IB 20 Juillet, auquel Us mettent sa mort sur 1'autorito d'une vie pleine de fables. id.

1



 

 
 

CHAPTER XIII.

THE FEATURES AND COUNTENANCE OF ST. JOSEPH.

AINT JOSEPH, the most worthy spouse of the

Mother of God, was endowed with an aspect full

of beauty and majesty, and in a certain manner

superior to the prototype which Heaven gave in

that ancient Joseph, whose beauty seemed a

wonder to the Egyptians. The Holy Ghost depicts the first

Joseph, describing the' beauty and majesty of his counte

nance ; and Eusebius portrays to us the second, who was the

f.wter-father of Jesus, telling us in one of his writings, that

Saint Joseph was a man of rare modesty, and a stature in

which shone all perfection.0 But I deem it impossible to

* Fn Hotato S. Giuseppe Hi un bellissimo e mnestosissimo nspetto i:on infi-rioro

certo al suo Prototipo, cke, nil' antico Giuseppe, la cni bellezu era una maraviglia

d'Euitto Kra' witem Joseph p»lehra facie el decm-iu n'pertu, serisse di questo lo

Spiritu Santo ^Gen. xxxix. 6.), e dell' altu scrisse Eusebio Cesariense (Lib. VIL
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form a snitable idea of the form and features of the spouse

of the Virgin, that loveliest among creatures, without first

holding up to the view a sketeh of the bodily perfections

of that Jesus, in whom grace, following the sacred designs

of Heaven, set, as Gerson says,0 the portrait of his reputed

father, Saint Joseph. Christ was of a most perfect body,

and so admirably, so sovereignly formed, that the royal

prophet David,f gazing at it even from afar, could not with

hold the rapturous applause o'f exceeding beauty, even in

that nation which had given so many examples of loveliness,

applauded in the Holy Scriptures with high enlogium.

Hyacinth Serri, a critic noted for his extreme rigor of

opinion, disputes the beautiful features which nature gave

the immaculate body of the Man-God ; J but the beauty of

Jesus does not need the tribute of his pen, when a Chrysos-

tom § and a Thomas || have paid theirs, describing so clearly

the perfections of Jesus' body that they seem to outshine the

sun in light and beauty of expression. The prince of theolo

gians is followed by the illustrious Snarez ^[ and Father

Segneri, an illustrious orator and theologian.00 And had

He Pnrparat. Evang. cap. I.) Aderat Josepho pudor eximius, sed pictato in Domm

maxime pnestabat, eratque adrnirabili corporis praeditus formatione. (PATEIONANI,

Lib. I. ch. xiv.)

* Gratia nature fieri vnit consonn sa-po,

Valde fult simllts, quod gratia, nun caro fecit.

t Thou art beantiful above the sons of men. (Ps. xliv. 4 ) Fu Cristo di

futtezze si scelte, si sbvrane, che fatto degno uon so qnal volta. II re Davidde di

mirnrlo, ancorehe da lnugi non poti qnasi estntico temperarsi di non gridere. Oh

die vaghezza ! Oh che gnizia ! Oh che gentilczzu ! Speciosus forma pm Jilia

hominum." (SEONERI, net Paneyirico della Santa Sindane.')

J SERRI, Eem-itat. 42 art. 2.

§ CHRYSOSTOM, Hom, xxviii. in Matth.

I! ST. THOMAS, apud Snarez. Tom. I. in 3. part. disp. 31. sects. 2 & ">.

^f Figura antem singnlornm meml;riu-um, eorumque compositio optima fuit in

corpore Christl. (SuARiiZ, Tom. \. in 3 p. D. Thome, disp. 31. g 2.)

*« SXONF.RI, Pane/fir co dellu Santa Sindoue.
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these been silent as to the surpassing beauty of Jesus. what

other Fathers of high authority have said would suffice for

its belief. Beauty in man means majesty of countenance,

according to the description of Cicero.* And who is

ignorant, asks Saint Jerome,f that majesty and grace were

BO cfl'ulgent in the countenance of the Son of God, that at

rirst sight eyes and heart were alike wounded by the powerful

attractions of the beauty which the divine hand set in that

countenance, where the heavens and the flowers study their

beauty ? This is the portrait of Saint Joseph, who, accord

ing to Gerson.^ must have been like to Jesus, that men seeing

a great similarity between Christ and Saint Joseph, would

not suspect the secret providence of Heaven, who wished the

Man-God to be considered the son of the illustrious spouse

of Mary.

* Pulehritmlinis duo genera sunt, quorum in altero rennstas est ; in altero

dignitas. Venustntem muliebrem dicere debemus, dignitatem virilem."—" There

are t*vo kinds of beauty, in one of which there is grace, in the other dignity ;

grace we must call feminine, dignity mauly." (CICERO, De Ojficiia.)

t Certo fulgor ipse et majcstas Divinitatia occultte, quie etiam in.humana facie

relucebat, ex primo ad se videntoa truhere poternt aspectn. (ST. JEROME, Cap. IX.

in Maith.)

$ Do Jo;eph ratio suadut, mm quod facialis

Forma quidpm -fosu similis repntanda t'uis-ut.

Si non, quo facto pater ujus ereditus osset?

Qualiter omui niodo matris s^rvassot honorem,

Disparitus vultus prulis cum patru pntuto.

GERSON, in Josephina.

See too Niraphorus Callistus, (Lib. I. ch. 40,) where, describing the person of Christ,

he says : u Egregio, vividoque vultu fuisse, et per oumia persimilem divinte tt

immaculate su:c Genitrici."—" He was of a striking aud lively countenance, and

in' ull most like his diviue aud immaculate Mother."

 



 

XIV.

WHETHER ST. JOSEPH WAS ONE OF THOSE WHO ROSE WITH

CHRIST.

HEN Our Lord died and rose again, there rose with

him many bodies of the saints who had passed to

another life, as we learn in the twenty-seventh

chapter of Saint Matthew. The Gospel does not

tell us what saints they were whose bodies thus

passed from the horrors of the tomb to life with

Jesus, nor do the ancient Fathers speak of those persons

celebrated for sanctity who were thus raised, in order by their

new life to confirm the resurrection of the Author of their

liberty. Commentators are left accordingly to conjecture and

surmise, to say any thing in particular as to these holy men,

among whom we must number Saint Joseph ; because it is

unlikely that a saint of so exalted a dignity and wonderful

favor, would have been deprived by Jesus of this grace when
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granted to others. Some writers,0 supposing that Saint

Joseph returned to life, add that one of the motives of his

resurrection was to console his Immaculate Spouse, whom his

presence could not but please.

As to the other saints who certainly arose. Saint Thomas

speaks as follows : " It may be asked, what became of those

who rose with Our Lord ? For we must believe that they

returned to life to be witnesses of Christ's resurrection. Some

think that they died again, relapsing into their former dust,

like Lazarus and others whom Our Lord raised up. But

these authors are unworthy of credit, for it would be a greater

torture for these saints to die a second time, than not to have

been raised to life. We must then believe without further

examination, that the saints who rose with Jesus, ascended

with Him to heaven." f

Besides this conjecture of the Angelic Doctor, Saint

Joseph (supposed to have risen with the rest) has in fa-vor

of his permanent resurrection proof that under all the cir

cumstances seems conclusive. For it is an undoubted fact

tliat neither on the spot where his tomb is said to have been,J

nor in any part of the world, is any relic of Saint Joseph's

body venerated, when we know that by human investigation

or divine revelation, relics have been discovered of the bodies

of Saint Anne, Saint John the Baptist, and the Apostles.

In a sermon on Saint Joseph, Saint Bernardino of Sienna

thus sets forth his opinion : " We cannot affirm as certain,

>*

i

* Certainly it is most probably believed that among the Saints whose bodies re

turned to life at oar Lord's resurrection, was St. Joseph. Many add that this was

for Mary's consolation. (TROMRELLI, Part. I. eli. 37. num. 2.)

t ST. THOMAS, m Maah. XXVI.

f " Private sunt istu nmusoleu sacris pignoribus (mausolea scilicet S. Joachimi,

S. Anme, S. Josephl et Marise Virginis)."—''These sepulehres are bereft of their

sncred deposits." (PAPERROEE, Acta Sanctornm, Mareh 20.)
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but we may piously believe, that the most pious Son of God,

Jesus Christ, conceded to his foster-father the same privilege

as to his mother, that from the day of his glorious resurrec

tion, Saint Joseph might be body and soul with Christ, as

his glorious spouse the Blessed Virgin was ere long to be ;

and also that the Holy Family, composed of Christ, the

Blessed Virgin and Saint Joseph, who lived in the same toils

and same union of charity on earth, might live body and soul

in glory according to the rule of the Apostle,* who says,

that the companions of Christ in consolation, shall be those

who shared his tribulations."

Bernardine do Bustos,f in confirmation of this opinion,

says, that while Saint Bernardine of Sienna was preaching in

Padua that Saint Joseph was soul and body in glory, a crows

as brilliant as gold appeared above his head, a prodigy whereby

Heaven, it would seem, wished to attest the truth of what

• " As you are partakers of the sufferings, so shall you bo also of th« con

solation" II. Corinth, i. 7.

t At Christ's resurrection, when many of the holy Patriarchs r^se (Matt.

xxvii.), it is piously believed that Saint Joseph also rose, and with Christ visited

Ins spouse the Blessed Virgin ; und St. Bernardine preaching this at Padua, cried

out : " St. Joseph is in heaven glorious in sonl and body," wherenpon a eross of

gold was seen upon his head. And so I believe that he is in eternal lite I:i soul and

body, with great and unspeakable glory. (BERNARDINE DE licsros, Marlal, Part

IV.'serm. 12.)

Against the opinion of St. Thomas there is a revelation of Saint Bridget, in

which she affirms, that the Mother of God told her that only her body and that

of Christ her Son, were in heaven. (/Seref. Lib. 17. cap. 49. fjb. VII. cap, 26.)

This revelation is not a conclusive argumeat agaiust the opinion of the Angelic

Doctor, whose position is sustained by Suarez. (Tom. II. in Pi. 1. dirp. 8. sect. 8.)

Tirinus (in Mntt. i. ! 6.) Cornelius a Lapide (m Matt. xxvi. 52.) Geroon m his

panegyric on the birth of tho Virgin, delivered hefore the Fathers of the Council

of Trent and Theophilus Raynand. (Dtplyu. ^farion. Part 1. punc. 4. nntnb. •_'-'.)

Because, as Sedelmayr remarks, in his Theotoyia Marimm, the revelations of Saint

Bridget contain some points not generally received, snch as that Snint Joseph was

nn old man at the birth of Christ, and other like points as to the Virgin which are

uncertain.



that illustrious orator had advanced concerning the holy

spouse of the Mother of the Man-God.

As later writers'have adopted the same view, and as the

opinion that Saint Joseph rose and ascended with Our Lord

is the one which prevails almost universally among the faith

ful, we shall dwell no longer upon it, but proceed to the con

sideration of his dignity, and the favors which he received

from Heaven.

 



 

BOOK SECOND.

THE DIGNITY OF SAINT JOSEPH, THE FATOES WHICH THE ALMIGHTY

BESTOWED UPON HIM, AND A DESCRIPTION OF HI3 VIRTUES.

CHAPTER I.

OF THE TWO GEEAT TITLES AND FAVORS WHEREWITH HEAVEN

C HONORED SAINT JOSEPH.

E measure of the greatuess of the saints is usnally

that honorahle ministry with which the Almighty

deigned to honor them. Saint Peter is represented

as great in everv respect, and the great luminary among the

Apostles by the prerogative of being Vicar of Christ, where

by he is known and respected by the faithful as the Supreme

Head of Christendom. " The rank," says Saint John
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Chrysostom,* " which in fact elevates the Prince of the

Apostles above the Alexanders, the Ctesars, the Augustuses,

above a monarch, could there be one, of the whole wide

world." What shall we say of the foster-father of the

Man-God, adorned with the' dignity of true and real

spouse to Mary, an honor granted to none, even among

angelic spirits. I believe that Saint Chrysostom would, in

view of these glorious titles, think as Saint Bernard does in

the eloquent pages he has left us.f Endeavoring to tell us

briefly what Saint Joseph had been, Saint Bernard merely

sets before our eyes the title of putative father of Jesus, with

this sentence : " The nature and qualities of Saint Joseph

are summed up in the title wherewith God honored him, in

such a way that all styled and believed him to be the father

of .Jesus." Other writers do the some, when they wish to

give an idea of the greatuess of the most worthy spouse of

the Mother of God : and they accordingly describe the holy

patriarch's dignity first, thence deducing as a consequence of

his honorable titles the advantages of his greatuess. I desire

to imitate them, and accordingly without commencing at the

highest, I say that Saint Joseph traced back his origin to the

royal blood and throne of David and the other kings of Juda,

in whom God maintained for so many centuries the sceplre

and the crown of Judea, among others from E/echias J and

Josias, whom the Scriptures applaud for the eminent virtues

which they displayed on the throne. This illustrious origin

drew many advantages to the person of Saint Joseph. By

its recollection he was inspired with noble and generous

il/i

* ST. JOHN CHEVSOSTOM, ffm'l. in Ep. ad Rominm. cap. \.

t Quis et quulis fuerit Beatus Joseph, conjice ex. appellatimK*, qua licet dispen-

satoria tueruit honoruri adeo, ut Pater Dei dictus et ereditus sit. (ST. BERNARD,

Unm. If. sntp*r Miami* est.)

J IV. Kings, xviii. 3; xxii. 1. 



 

thoughts, as Mendoza well expresses it.*5 It made him heir

of the sceptre of Judea aud worthy spouse of her who was

chosen to be Mother of God, and who, according to the laws

of the nation, was to marry her nearest kinsman. A signal

favor surely, and due to the Almighty arm, which, for the

execution of its eternal designs, ordained in adorable provi

dence that the saint should be, under the circumstances, the

nearest relative of the Blessed Virgin Mary. That is to say,

that by this grace Saint Joseph was elevated by God to the

highest pinnacle of human happiness ; for, as the ingenious

panegyrist of Constantino remarks,f (on that emperor's

alliance with Maximian by espousing the 'daughter of the

latter,) the equal nobility of the consorts is the acme of that

glory which men esteem, and most illustrious when an

emperor's daughter espouses an emperor.

This excellence is by its nature so sublime, and so clear

in its splendor, that it has forced the holy Fathers,^ the the

ologians^ and even critics.|| to say that the glory of being

* Ilijo de Davhi, no tt;mas

Ie dice. OU INI HIM- ostrechos

el valor nuvetrarla,

puea le ncordo tal abuelo ?

t Quiil enim rebus humauis contingere, ant nobilins nd ploriam, aat certius ad

sulntem, potuit quod quam pristinte vestrte concordisc, perpetwequc pietati hoc

quoque pignus accessit summorum nomhmm uretissima conjunctione venerabile :

Ut impcmtori fiiiam collocaverit Imperator. Orator Antiqmis, apud CaynoHnum,

qn>. orafi:mes puneyyricas antiqni* Imjxratoribus r//cfrw colleyit. (Orat. II. p. 1.)

J " Vinan Alarm ; hoc est prorsus ineffiibile, et nihil pneterea diei potest."

Plushmud of Mary ! ineffable expression, which leaves naught to say. (ST. JOHN

DAMASCENUS, Orat. de \ntirit. IVrymw.)

§ '• 1'i'r Maria, h;cc ergo fuit prima ejus pnerogariva." Husband of Mary—this

was then his first prerogative. (SUAREZ, Part. 3. Disp. 8. sect. 1.)

i| The Evangelist, St. Matthew, seems to have accumulated on St. Joseph all

praise that can be conceived or spoken, when he said : " Husband of Mury, of

whom was born Jesus, who is called the Christ." (PAPEREOEE, Acta Sonctorum

ad diem 19. Martii )—II suffit pour faire 1'eloge de Saint Joseph, de dire, qu'il

a eto 1'epoux de la Sainte Vierge. (TILLEMONT, Tom. I. p. 73.)

r»r
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chosen a spouse of the Blessed Virgin is the first prerogative

of Saint Joseph. From the glorious prerogative of spouse

of the Mother of God, we cannot separate the title of guar

dian and father of Jesus, wherewith the Eternal Wisdom

of the heavenly Father honored Saint Joseph. This glory

appeared at almost every instant of his life. We shall here,

therefore, merely show what he obtained by reason of this

pre-eminence, and what Heaven put under his charge in

raising him to the dignity of spouse of Mary. His union

with this maiden, the chosen Mother of the Messias, entitled

Saint Joseph to the title of father of Jesus, making him the

head of the Holy Family, and prince in all the dominions of

his Lord, as the Church teaches us, by applying to him the

words in which the Scriptures describe the glorious ministry

and priority of the first Joseph in Pharaoh's palace,0 who

was in some sort called father by a special decree of the

Almighty ;f a title which represents to the world his worth,

his greatuess, and his authority. This glory of father of

Christ was not given by nature ; but this docs not prevent

onr styling Saint Joseph in some sort the true father of

Jesus, according to the opinion of great theologians, whose

opinions I cannot omit, as they redound to the singular glory

of the most holy spouse of Mary. I shall begin by Gerson,

who is the greatest panegyrist of Saint Joseph, of all who

have applauded his dignity and virtues. " Mary's virginal

body," says Gerson, " was Saint Joseph's by the divine law

of matrimony, in which takes place a mutnal surrender of

each other's body. Let us see, then, whether in discreet sense

we can properly say that Christ was born of the body and

* He made him muster of his honse, and rnler of all his possession. (Ps.

cv. 21.)

t Not by yonr counsel was I sent hither, but by the will of God; who hath

made me us it were a, father to Pharaoh. (Gen. xlv. 8.)
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flesh of Joseph. We might, perhaps, affirm it, hut for fear

of shocking the car of any pious soul. What we may openly

say is, that Joseph was the father of Jesus by reputation : °

father, too, by the solicitude and care with which he brought

him up : father also by generation, not his own, but in the

virginal body of Mary, who belonged to her spouse Joseph

by the right of matrimony, the Holy Ghost co-operating and

in a manner taking the place of Joseph." Father Suarez

confirms this thought of Gerson with the words of the

Apostle,f and with texts of the old Roman jurisprudence,

which was delineated in the Old Testament, in which it is

said that the fruit belongs to the owner of the field or posses

sion where it is produced.^ Carthagena follows the same

opinion, and adds that Saint Joseph may be called the true

father of Jesus, because he concurred by his care and solici

tude in the happy birth of the Infant God.§ These authors

are not moderns, and will, perhaps, for that reason not be so

cordially received by those fashionable critics, who believe

* " The wife hath uot power of her own body, but the husband.'' (1 Cor. vii. 4.)

t At vero quia corpus Marite fuit ^ipsius Joseph jure matrimoniali, quo fit

inutnm tmdirio corpomm viri ad mulierem et contra; videamus, si cnm intelli-

gentiitt sobriptate dicere fas nobis sit, quod ex corporo et carne Joseph natus est

Christas. Et hoc dici forsitmi posset, nisi piarum aurium timeretur offensio. Fuit

itaque Joseph pater Jesu reputatioue : fuit pater enratione, qua nutritus fuit : fuit

torti i pater irenerntione, non quidem sua, sed Maria nxore sua, cooperante Spiritu

S.mcto, et quo'lummodo Joseph vices gerente. ^Gua«>N, Serm. de A'atieitate I'ir-

ylaii, in Concil. Constantite, Consed. III.)

J lustitut. De rerum divisione, § Si Tllia 31. Denteronomy, xxxiii. 13-16.

§ Licet revera Christum non genuerit, pleno tamcu ore ab Evangelista (fetcir..

ii 3tl ) pater ejus voeatur. Et trot pater ejus et mater ejia mirantes. Non falsus,

sed verus jus pater censeri debet; nam, ut acute dixit Augustinus: (Lib. //. de

Cinnscus. Erunyulistarum, cap. XXIV.) '.V««ci efiaim ets jiliua potuit sine tillo compieru

caru </t Qua vntione iutelligendum hoc sit, hoc modo explico : lumine rationis

uotissinmm est, non solum ilium vere dici jnvisse ut res fiat, qui partim rei pro-

duvit substantiam, sed et enm, qui jnvit ut res congruo et debito modo fieret.

(C.\ttTAOENA, Lib XVIII. Horn. 7.)
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that light first dawned on man in the present century. I do

not wish to lose time in contradicting them, nor avowing my

self that

Landator temporu acti

of whom Horace sings. Still, not to give consent to their

opinions by silence, I will allege in favor of the opinion of a

Gerson, a Snarez, a Carthagena, Tillemont 0 and Trom-

belli,f moderns who are well received at the severe tribunal

of the criticism of our day. These authors say that Saint

Joseph may in a true sense be called the father of Christ ;

and even Trombelli thinks some kind of real paternity neces

sary to explain Our Blessed Lady's saying to Jesus in the

temple : " Thy father and I have sought thee." We see,

too, that the angel, without making any distinction,J told

Joseph and his virgin spouse to name the child ; which,

according to Saint Augustine,§ implies paternal authority in

the holy patriarch.

" He was the spouse of the Blessed Virgin, and in a perfectly trne sense father

of the Saviour of the world. (TibLEMONT, I. 33 )

t Let us weigh well, too, how beneficeift the Almighty showed himself to Saint

Joseph ; having in such grace disposed the order of his providence that he shonld

be the nearest relative of Mury, already the destined Mother of the Redeemer, and

thus made spouse of so great a lady, and in a trne sense father of Jesus. This is

the third most signal favor accorded to Saint Joseph. The most especial favor to

which all the others refer, is that of having been in a most correct sense father of

Jesus . . .-Otherwise Mary wonld not have called him father of Jesus, as she did:

" Behold thy father and I have songht thee sorrowing."- (TROMRELLT, cap. zxxviii.

num. 2. 14.)

J '• She shall bring forth a son, and thou shalt call his name Jesus ; " (Matt.

i. 21,) and in Luke i. 31. where it is said to Mary. " Thou shalt bear a son, and

call his name Jesus."

g I'aterna auctoritas cum jubetur puero nomen imponere. (ST. AUGUSTISE,

Sermo. 51. num. 16.)

 



 

CIIAPTER

SAINT JOSEPH, BY HIS TITLE OF FATHER AND GUARDIAN OF

JESUS, 18 EXALTED ABOVE THE GREATEST SAINTS OF

THE CHURCH.

SHALL set down nothing in this chapter that has

not been written by the historians of Saint Joseph.

Father Suarez, whose words are cited in the first

part of this book, regards the father of Jesus as

placed in the hypostatic order, and as an exception

to those clauses, which, in consequence of their sacred minis

try, place Saint John the Baptist and the Apostles in the

highest grade in the church. The Abate Trombelli,* although

* St. Joseph had doubtless all the merits of the Apostles, for he too had a share

in the temptations, that is, in the sufferings of Christ ; he will therefore partake of

the table of Jesus Christ, and his anthority in judging the tribes of Israel or the

whole human race. (TROMRELLI, pi. I. ch. xlv. num. 13.)
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he shows no doubt in thus preferring Saint Joseph, neverthe

less exposes in tins shape the reasons which convince him of

his primacy among all the saints. Various persons concurred

in the fulfilment of God's designs for the redemption of the

human race. In the first place the patriarchs, begetting die

progenitors of the future Liberator who was to be born in the

fulness of time. In the second place the prophets, who

foretold the Redeemer with all the circumstances of his life.

In the third place, some who were chosen by God as co-

operators, and ministers of that great work, the Incarnation

of the Son of God, and liberty of the human race. Among

these stand pre-eminent Mary, and Joseph her spouse, in

whom, as the holy Fathers assert, we should behold a

minister, who with love and fidelity attended to the fulfilment

of the providence of Heaven, espousing Mary to defend her

honor, and deliver her eon Jesus from the hands of King

Herod. In the fourth place St. John the Baptist, who pointed

out Christ as the sovereign Legislator and Divine Master,

and exhorted the people to follow his doctrine : by the very

lips of Jesus himself, John was declared to be the holiest

born of woman. In the last place concurred in the designs

of Heaven those whom Christ employed to establish his

Church.

This premised, it is not difficult to see that Saint Joseph

excelled in merit the ancient patriarchs, as these only co

operated in the Messias' birth through their descendants, by

their faith in the promises made to Abraham and renewed

to David. But of Saint Joseph we must speak differently,

because to him was allowed, by a most special grace, the

honor of father of the Redeemer of the race of Adam, and

at the same time the Almighty prepared him from his earliest

adorning him ,,with virtues corresponding

ministry and the ancient designs of Heaven as to the Incar

 



 

nation of the Only-Begotten of the Father,

celebrates in the hymn,

These the church

 

" Joseph, pure spouse of that immortal bride,

Who shines in ever virgin glory bright,

Thy praise let all the earth, re-echoing, send

Back to the realms of light." *

Nor is Saint Joseph to be placed merely above the patriarchs :

mark attentively the honorable charge which he obtained,

and you will see that the Lord wished to recognize him as a

Father, Divine Providence giving him in Jesus what the

order of nature confers on others. The Man-God called him

" Father," and obeyed him, yielding with reverence to his

direction ; and Joseph, on the other hand, assisted him by

defending his life and bringing him up like his own .son. The

office or duty of the Precursor was to manifest to the world

the excellence and divinity of that Jesus, whom Saint Joseph

had protected and educated. Let us weigh well the duties

of the two, and we cannot hesitate in declaring Joseph's office

more excellent than that of Saint John, the holy precursor of

Christ. From what we have thus far said, we may infer

that Saint Joseph should be preferred even to the Apostles,

whom the Baptist excelled at least in merit.

Let us now pass to the Apostles and examine their minis

try. The dignity of the Apostles consists in their having

been chosen by Christ for the establishment of his Church,

and their having been employed in promulgating the Gospel ;

but this employ and dignity did not make them greater than

the Mother of God, nor prefer them to Saint Joseph, because

* Te Joseph cekcbrent n^mina cu-litum,

Te cuneti rpsonent Christiadlun chori,

Qui, clams nu-ritis. jlmctus t\s [nclyttt;

Ca^lu la'deiv Vinrim.

Vesper hymu. fea*t of ^f. Joseph.
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the Apostles preached the Redeemer, but Joseph was

the co-operator, and if we may borrow the expression of

Saint Bernard,* was the coadjutor of the Redemption, and

speaking in the words of the Church, he was the minister of

man's salvation :

Thee, as Salvation's minister,

The mighty Maker chose.f

For the dignity and preference resulting from this sublime

office, we have already cited great theologians : it will

here suffice to adduce the opinion of Pelbart of Tcmis-

war, a famous theologian during the pontificate of Six-

tua IV.,^ who writes, that Saint Joseph had no equal in

sanctity among men. This preference of the most worthy

spouse of the Mother of God, is not at variance with the

sublime enlogium passed by Christ on Saint John the Bap

tist^ when he declared that he was the greatest of those born

of woman ; because (omitting other explanations which may

be found in commentators on this text), this encomium was

* " Solum denique in terris magni consilii coadjutorem fidelissimum."—" Joseph,

in a word, sole and most faithful coadjutor of the great 'Counsel on earth." (ST.

BERNARD, Homil. II. super Missus est.)

t .... Dedit et mintstrum

Esso salntis.

Matin hymu, feast of St. Joseph.

\ " Ad quiestionem propositnm de sanctitate Joseph, ponitur conclusio respon-

salis, quam, salvo aliorum meliori jndicio, tutam fore decerno, et est talis. Fidei

piffl dictamen dat. Virginem Christi Matrem habuisse sponsmm tulem, Dei ordina-

tione, ut nullus vir sibi parem habuerit sanctitatem, aut scqualem puritatem toto

pro tune terranun orbe."—"As to the question concerning Saint Joseph's sanctity,

with deference to the better judgment of others, I think the following answer safe.

The weight of pious faith is that the Virgin Mother of Christ had, hy God's ordi

nation, such a spouse that no man then in the world had sanctity or purity like

unto his." (PELRART, Stellarinm, Lib. VIII. part. 4, art. 3, cap. 3.)

§ There 1'ath not risen among them that are born of women, a greater than

Joha the Baptist. (Matt. xi. 11.)

.
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not so general as to include persons belonging to the hypo-

static order. Hence this and similar clauses are not to be

understood of Christ, the Blessed Virgin, nor Saint Joseph,

father of Jesus and minister of our Redemption. It is true

that the Church in the Litany of the Saints names Saint

John the Baptist before Saint Joseph ; but she does this, as

theologians tell us,* so as not to declare the supremacy of

Saint Joseph authentically without a rigorous examination.

And besides, precedency in the Litany is no conclusive argu

ment of greater merit : as otherwise the Apostles, who are

invoked after the Patriarchs and Prophets, would be of less

dignity and merit. To Saint Peter, the Prince of the Apos

tles, Vicar of Jesus Christ and head of the Church, might

with more probability be attributed a primacy among the

saints ; but as this great Apostle is not believed to be greater

in dignity than the Mother of God, so it cannot be said that

he is greater than Saint Joseph, the substitute of the Eternal

Father, and foster-father of Jesus. All these reasons, which

are truly efficacious, are proposed by Trombelli, and yet he

says that he dare not decide that controversy. Stephen

Binet,f confident of the rare greatuess of him who governed

his pen, is not so timid, but declares warmly in favor of Saint

Joseph, as we see in the following passage : " All that is

great and singular in others, we find united in Saint Joecph

and more. Let us gather the flowers of this matter, dwelling

on the point for some time. It is certain that Saint Peter

received a supreme power from Heaven : to him were given

the two keys, one to open Heaven, the other to close it :

under his authority did Christ place the government of the

Church, constituting him His Vicar. Peter did Our Lord

* TROMRELLI, Part. I. ch. -44.

t BINET, Portrait d'* fiveurs thvinsfaiis a Samt Joseph.

'HJH,

13
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commission to feed his sheep and lambs : a truly great office ;

but, withal, I say that it cannot he compared with the favor

done Saint Joseph. I confess that the Almighty did not give

this saint the two keys, for these are put even in the hands

of servants : but God put in his charge Jesus and Mary, who

are the two gates of Paradise. Saint Peter fed the sheep

and lambs ; Joseph the Shepherd himself and his Mother,

the Virgin Mary, and under his authority as sponse of the

Mother of God, and father of Jesus, had the Queen of

Heaven and the very Lord of the universe. Saint Peter

governed the Church and Saint Joseph the very Head of the

Church. Peter loved Christ as his Lord, Joseph as his Lord

and his Son. . . . Let us pass from great men to angels.

I know that Saint Michael has the glory of being the valiant

defender of the Incarnate Word and of the rights of the

Divinity which daring Lucifer would have usurped, but I

know that Saint Joseph, by a retreat exposed to the hardships

of a dangerous journey and helplessness among strangers,

delivered the Saviour from another cruel demon, King Herod,

who sought the life of the new-born God. We must, indeed,

feel mofet grateful to the Archangel Gabriel for all his care in

the Incarnation of the Son of God, giving to the world the

tidings of its speedy deliverance : but yet it is evident that

the Word made man engaged the first attention of Saint

Joseph. The angel announced our future happiness : but

Joseph put his advice in execution, facing danger, toil and

fear. Angels in one instance fed Our Lord in the desert ;

but this service they rendered only once and with no toil on

their part ; Joseph maintained Jesus from his cradle to the

age of thirty,0 laboring night and day to fulfil the obligation

s Do quo onim tum proprie sifut ie Joseph P"test dicere Christns : tjnnrl et

dfdisli mil:i mandncare, (Matt xxv. 05.) (SoAEEZ, Tom. II. in 3. part, disp. 8,

Sect. 1.)



 

v,

which his ministry imposed upon him. . . . But let us

leave these similitudes, lest by comparing him with others,

we lessen that which is in its dignity incomparable. Where

shall we find in the universe one who has had the honor of

being the true spouse of the Virgin Mary, or being styled the

father of the Man-God ? To what angel did Jesus ever say

as he did to Saint Joseph, ' Thou art my father ? ' By this

name did Christ address his Eternal Father, and after his

Eternal Father Saint Joseph, as the substitute, delegate and

representative of that Father, who vouchsafed .to choose him

as his companion in paternity, communicating in some sort

that glory which the Father would not give to another/' till

Saint Joseph espoused the Mother of his Only-Begotten.

The Holy Ghost also put him in his stead, giving him as a

consort to his spouse, and by this title Saint Joseph became

the guardian angel of Mary'-e honor and Mary's fame, pre

sumptive heir of Jesus, and master of his treasures, as one

constituted lord of all the possessions of the house of God.

That is to say, that Joseph, as father of Jesus, was constituted

prince and lord of the goods and possessions of him, who, in

consequence of the marriage publicly contracted with the

Virgin Mary, was reputed his son. And was not all this,

being like a deity on earth, attaining a degree more sublime

than that of the angels ? Saint Thomas said that being

Mother of God was an almost infinite dignity : f why, then,

may we not say that Saint Joseph's paternity was in a certain

manner infinite, as the greatest grandeur after that of Mother

of God is that of putative father of Jesus ? " Nor does

this opinion, supported by great theologians, lack the authority

of the Canonized Saints. " Saint Joseph," says the illustri-

* I will not give my glory to another. (Isaias xlii. 8.)

t ST. THOMAS, I. part. q. 25. art. 4.



 

ous Bishop of Geneva, Saint Francis de Sales, " surpassed

the Angels and Saints in purity. For if, hy being exposed for

a few days only to the heat of the material sun, the lily

acqnires its dazzling whiteness ; who can conceive the extra

ordinary degree of purity to which Saint Joseph was exalted,

exposed as he was day and night, for so many years, to the

rays of the sun of Justice, and of that mystical moon which

derives her splendors from Him ? "

To all this we may add that Saint Joseph was not only

the delegate of the Father, but also in some sort, if we may

venture to use the words of Gerson,0 the Holy Ghost was his

vicar and substitute ! as with the consent of the most holy

spouse of Mary, He produced in her pure womb the admirable

work of our redemption and salvation. This honor, joined to

the title of Father of Jesus, which he acqnired by the Holy

Ghost's acting in his stead, and his being head and superior

of the Holy Family, if they do not prove a greatuess sur

passing that of all the blessed, at least justify us from all

charge of rashness in conceding as probable that primacy

which radiates from his dignity and ministry, as the sun

shines amid the stars of the nrmatnent.^

* Qnando enim qnilibct pnccst meliorihus, tanto major ipse et honestior eat,

(Auikentic. de deferuarSau cicitata, tit. 2, novel. 15.)

 



OF THE OTHER TITLES WHEREWITH ST. JOSEPH IS ENNOBLED.

 

dignity of the spouse of Mary and father of Jesus

gave Saint Joseph the third title whereby his dignity

and pre-eminence among the Saints is adorned.

This prerogative was the glory of having been the

first in some deeds worthy of the highest estimation.

It is commonly said that the first-born, and the first

in any order—for example, the first man, the first

martyr, the first apostle, the first angel, enjoy certain advan

tages in glory over others who have not the same priority.*

The holy patriarch was the first man who knew and adored

his son Jesus Christ ; the first who had the honor of serving

him ; the first who spoke to him ; the first who suffered

* " Prseciptras virictur esse, qui primus est."—" He seems to be more exalted

who is the first." (ST. AUGUSTINE, Serm. de S. Stephana.)
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hardship and exile for Jesus ; the first apostle who mani

fested the Saviour to the world, and announced him in

Egypt ; the first who made a vow or profession of virginity ;

the first Christian ; the first by whom Jesus was oifered

to His Eternal Father in the temple ; the first to whom was

manifestly revealed the mystery of the Incarnation, hidden

for so many centuries. Joseph was the first-born of the

Church, and for this reason the first in gifts, and the greatest

in authority and empire, like Ruben,0 to whom his father

Jacob left at his death the greater part of his inheritance.

All these advantages of having been the first, give Joseph

so many degrees of pre-eminence among the Saints, and all

but render his grandenr infinite. Combined with that of his

most holy spouse, they form an order and a hierarchy exceed

ing all the blessed. Finally, Saint Joseph was the first

defender of the virginal purity of the Mother of God.f

The fourth title was that of Lord, which he obtained by

being head of the family which Heaven placed under his

orders. He was in some sort Lord of Christ as man,J

because Joseph being by his espousals head of the family and

master of the body of the Blessed Virgin, he must have had

all the rights of Lord and father with regard to Jesus. The

Mother of God and Queen of Saints addressed him by the

name of Lord, as Gerson advanced in presence of the Fathers

of the Council of Constance in that discourse, which shows

on the one hand the profound humility of Mary, and on the

other the sublime and incomparable greatuess of the spouse.

* Excelling in gifts, greater in command. (Genesis xlix. 3.)

t Promptissimns delensor fnit contra derogantes virginitati mem. (ST. BunKiirr,

Rsrelntion, Lib. T"7. cap. £9.) Joseph patronus Virginis. (ALRERTUS MAGNUS ia

cap. ii. Lucce.)

J Joseph had all the rights of a master and father over Jesus as man. (Tnu-

sus, in cap. 1. Matth. v. 16.)

I 1

WHS'
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" Let me here exclaim : O Joseph, how wonderful thy sub

limity ! O incomparable dignity that the Mother of God,

the Queen of heaven, the Mistress of the world, should not

disdain, O great Joseph, to call thee Lord ! Truly, I know

not, 0 orthodox Fathers, which is most admirable here, the

humility of Mary or the sublimity of Joseph."* By this

title of Lord, or properly of persons belonging to the Lord,

the Oriental Christians from the earliest times, as we are

assured by Saint John Chrysostom,f styled all the relatives

of Jesus. Saint Joseph doubtless, as so nearly related to

Christ, was also honored with this title : but even conceding

that antiquity did not render him this honor, fearing the

abuse and obstinate malice of heretics, who pretended that

he was father of Jesus by nature, he is nevertheless entitled

to this term, which is inseparable from his dignity and

ministry, and we should not withhold it, following the exam

ple of Christ, of his most holy Mother, and of the Church,

which styles him* Master or Lord of the house of God, and

Prince in all the states and possessions of his Lord. Other

nations do not honor the holy patriarch with the title of

Lord. Heaven perhaps has reserved this glory for Mexico,

theatre of devotion and magnificent homage to Saint Joseph,

where this glorious saint is never named without the illustri

ous title of Lord,J and Mexicans even think themselves

* Licet hie exckmare ; 0 miranda prorsus, Joseph, suhlimitas tun ! O dig-

nitas incmmparabilis, ut Mater Dei, Regina cteli, Domina mundi. appellare te Do-

minum non indignum putaverit ! Nescio sane, Pntres Orthodoxi, quid hie amplius

habeant mirabilis, vel humilitas in Maria, vel in Joseph sublimitas. (GERSON.)

t Certe diu cognati ejus admiratione fuerunt ubique et Dcsposyni appellati.

(ST. JOHN CHRYSOSTOM, Hom. XXf. in Joamnem.)

I The Mexicans always style St. Joseph, " Sefior San Jose." Seiior originally

meant Lnnl, bnt has lost mnch of the original dignity attached to the term, and

it is therefore difficult to translate precisely the expression '• Senor San Jose.*' In

France formerly the term " Madame " was applied to the Blessed Virgin.—7"mns.
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wanting in respect, if they withhold this title of reverence.

Mexico ! Mexico ! O my beloved country, thou art that

most flourishing empire, which since that epoch, most happy

for thee and propitious for thy sons, when under the protec

tion and standards of the Catholic kings the first rays of

Christianity dawned within thy walls, hast signalized thyself

in honoring the most worthy spouse of Mary and reputed

father of the Man-God with the glorious and noble title of

Lord. This custom may not please those who do not give it

to God's Saints ; but I know that the Mexicans have in their

favor the celebrated Cardinal of Cambray, the master of

John Gerson, Chancellor of the University of Paris ; for, as

his Eminence writes : " Worthy of great honor from men,

do we think Saint Joseph, whom the King of kings chose to

exalt with so many signal honors." *

To the titles of which we have hitherto spoken, we may

add that preference which, next to Mary, Jesus gave him in

his Sacred Heart, as Saint Joseph thus has the glory of being

second in His love, his spouse, the Mother of God being the

first. This affection was prophesied even before the birth of

this glorious Saint, and in some sort had begun to be accom

plished in that Joseph f who, as being a type of the putative

father of Jesus, was the most beloved of all the sons of

Jacob. Christ's " delight is to be with the children of

men : " J and of these, who was more worthy of being the

principal object of his delight, than Joseph, who was the

man in whom God confided, to whom the Holy Ghost

intrusted his spouse, and in whose hands and protection the

* Dignum arbitnuunr Sanctum Jo-sepharn ub hominibus valde honorandum,

quem Rex return tot honorum iusignibus voluit extollere. (CAHDINALIS CAMERA-

CEXSIS, Tract dr K Jraepho.\

t Now Is-acl loveti .'oseph above nil his sons. (Genesis xxxvii. 3.)

J My delights are to be with the children of men. (Proverbs viii. 31.)



 

Father intrusted the two jewels that he loved above all ?

The emperor Titus Vespasian was styled the most beloved in

the world, and the delight of the human race.* In this

encomium flattery has no small part, for it is liberal in

applause in order to open the way by adulation to honors or

to show gratitude for favors received. Justly however is Saint

Joseph applauded with this praise by the pen of his panegy

rist Saint Ephrem,f in whose celebrated writings the spouse

of the Mother of God is depicted, as the paradise of delight to

Christ, to angels, and to men. This love Jesus did not con

ceal in the secrecy of his breast : he manifested it to Saint

Joseph, at one time revealing to him the power of his

divinity,J which he concealed from the eyes of the world, and

at another time, as Bernardino de Bustos tells us,§ transfigur

ing himself into a glorious body in presence of his beloved

father Saint Joseph. The marks of his singular love began

on earth and continued in heaven : where, according to Saint

Bernardino of Sienna, Christ gives the ultimate perfection to

his filial respect and reverence towards his father Saint

Joseph. || Christ was not content to love him merely as a

* Optimus princeps fuit, populoquo Romano adeo charus, nt vulgo orbis amor

et deliciie humani generis diceretur. (SUETONIUS, Vita Imixratvrum.)

t Joseph paradisus deliciarum. (ST. EPHREM, 1ie laudibas Viryinu.)

J " Filius mens sic occultabat Deitatis suie potentiam, ut nisi a me, et qimn-

doquc a Joseph, sciri non posset."—" My Son so concealed his Divinity, that it

could not be known but by me, and at times by Joseph." (ST. BRHXIET, Rerd.

Lib. VI. cap. 58.)

jj Not once, but frequently, as it is piously believed, did Jesus show himself to

St. Joseph in a glorious body. (BERNAEDINE DE BFSTOS, Serm. 1 2. de Desponna-

tione.)

|| " Dubitandum non est, quod Christus familiaritatem, reverentiam et subli-

uuis^imam dignitatem, qunm exhibuit ill:, dum ageret in humania tanquam films,

Patri suo in coelis utique non negavit, sed potins complevit et consmumavit." —

" There is no doubt bnt that Jesus refuses not to his father Saiat Joseph the

familiarity, reverence and sublime dignity, which, as a son, he accorded him while
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father ; he appeared to Saint Margaret of Cortona, to declare

to her, that it was his will that some special reverence should

be daily paid to Saint Joseph, who had nurtured him in this

world.0

Next to the favor of the Son are the marks of reverence

wherewith the Mother of Jesus honored her holy spouse.

Mary and Joseph, it would seem, vied with each in marks of

love and respect. Never has the world seen, nor will it ever

see spouses so concurrent in the union of their wills. I will

give a trait of the harmony of these two hearts, borrowing

the pen of the eloquent Patrignani,f for in such sublime

matters I deem it better to follow the thoughts of others

than my own. " Joseph, with the Blessed Virgin," as The-

ophilus says,J " acted rather as a father than husband : and

the Blessed Virgin, who would not be outdone in respect by

such a spouse, acted as a most loving daughter to a father,

making him the master of the treasure of her affections, and

consecrating to him her free will. The Blessed Virgin was

ready at the insinnations of his lips, and served him, divining,

as we say, the very thoughts of her spouse : for as Our Lady

revealed to St. Bridget, she did not disdain to wait upon

Saint Joseph and prepare him all he needed.

" The Blessed Virgin's respect for her spouse does not cease

in heaven : she has come down to exhort the faithful servants

of the Lord to honor Saint Joseph. In her holy house of

Loretto, speaking to Father Balthasar Alvarez, she told him

on earth, bnt rather that he completes and consummates it." (ST. BERNARIUNE OF

SIENNA, Serm. de Snnelo. Jon'plta.)

* Volo ut orani die speciulem facias reverentiam landum Beate Virgini et

Sancto Josepho, devotissimo Nntritio meo. (BoLLANncs, ad diem 22. FebrnarS.)

| PATIIIONANI, Lih. I. cap. ii.

J Bentns Joseph in Bonta Virgine tuenda patris curam exhibnit. (THEOPHI-

LUS, in El:ist. ad Galutiu, cap. i.)
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to choose her spouse Saint Joseph as his special advocate and

protector. Our Lady also took from one of her devout

clients her name by which he was known in the Premonstra-

tensian order, and gave him that of Joseph. In the city of

Naples, she commanded a Moor who was about to be bap

tized, to take the name of Joseph, in memory of her most

amiable spouse. The Blessed Virgin bestowed many graces on

Saint Teresa, as we see by her life, and made her a special gift,

for her zeal in promoting the glory of her spouse. She showed

Saint Gertrude * the throne of glory on which her consort Saint

Joseph is seated, and the demonstrations of respect and rever

ence, with which all the Saints bowed the head to St. Joseph."

The Abate Trombelli,f in the following eloquent words,

describes other special graces with which Saint Joseph is

honored in heaven. " To Joseph and Mary alone, of all

mortals, was expressly revealed the divinity of Christ ; and

indeed these two illustrious personages had a greater light as

to the profound mystery of the Incarnation, than the most

celebrated prophets of the Hebrew nation. . . Joseph

had a particular assistance from God to shield the life of

Jesus from suares and dangers. He had the honor and glory

of beholding with his own eyes those magnificent events,

whereby Heaven vouchsafed to manifest the excellence and

dignity of Jesus, before he began his mission. He heard the

melodious strains of the angelic hosts, who came down to

celebrate the Saviour's birth. Joseph was present at the

adoration of the Wise Men, and soon after heard in the tem

ple the prophecy of Saint Simeon, who declared in his pres

ence that the new-born child was the Light of the Gentiles

and the Glory of the people of Israel. Others heard the

* ST. GERTRUDE, Revelation*, Lib. IV. cap. xii.

t TROMDELLI, Life of at. Joseph, Part. I. ch. xxxviii.
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words of Simeon, but only Joseph and Mary knew their pur

port. Joseph had frequent visits from angels. Mary believed,

and not without strong ground, that Saint Joseph did not

doubt the Angel's message, which contained things above the

order of nature (such as a Virgin's conceiving through the

operation of the Holy Ghost, and Herod's desire of killing

the child), because he was accustomed to the converse of

angels Other favors result from his ministry, among

which the Fathers and theologians admire and enlogize that

power which divine Providence gave him over Jesus, who was

Monarch of the Universe, and over Mary, who was that

Monarch's mother, and thus Queen of Angels, the noblest of

all creatures. This constitutes in Joseph an excellence so

superior, that a greater one cannot even be imagined."

The Blessed Virgin wituessed what Joseph saw and

heard. "Often," said Our Lady to Saint Bridget,0 "we

beheld Jesus encompassed by wonderful light, and heard the

music with which the angels delighted him." Of the favors

with which the sovereign spirits honored Saint Joseph in

this world, interpreters of Scripture f have availed themselves

to say that the angels, by the delights which they experienced

in the converse of the Saint, sought occasions to address

him,J and that from the pleasure which they felt in admiring

the greatuess of his faith in the profound mysteries, and be

holding the peace and serenity of his heart in the most trying

times, gave him the orders of Heaven on various occasions.

* Vidimus lumen admirabile mnltoties cireumfulsisse emn, et angelicas voces

cantantes super enm audivimns. (Sr. BRIDGET, Revel. Lib. VI. ch. Iviii.)

f So delighted were the angels with Joseph, that they sought opportunities to

enjoy mVfrequent converse. (SILVEIRA, Tom. I. Lib. I. ch. x. q. 3.)

J Non determinat angelus, quo loco terne Israel, nt dubitante Joseph, itenim

revertatur."—" The angel does not determine the spot in the land of Israel, that

Joseph may be in donbt, and he bo compelled to return." (ST. ANSELM, Comment.

in Malt. cap. si. T. 20, 22. See PATRIGNANI, Lib. I. c. iiij

 

 



 

CHAPTER IV.

EULOGICM8 OF THE CHURCH ON SAINT JOSEPH.-WHETHER HE IS

TO BE CLASSED AMONG THE MARTYRS OR DOCTORS.

(AINT Ambrose says that the hero most worthy of

praise is he whom all can applaud,* and Pliny tells

us that there is nothing more easy than to extol true

merit.f These two writers thought not of Saint

Joseph in uttering these sentiments ; but speaking

with justice, who will deny that all may worthily

and most easily employ their panegyrics on this great

Saint ? His honorable titles, with the favors bestowed upon

him by Heaven, and the order in which he was placed, are

enough to give eloquence even to him who is slow of speech

and sterile of ideas. " I am offered a cause in which the

most ignorant cannot but be sublimely eloquent," said Cicero

* Nemo est laudahilior, quam qui ab omuibus laudari potetf. Quot homines,

tot pnecones. (SAINT AMRROSE, De Viryimbus.)

f Merenti gratias agere facile est. (Pusy, Paneyyric on Trajan.)
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when he wont to plead before tho Roman Senate the great

qualities of the illustrious Pompey. " The subject of my

oration is a hero, whose praise it is easy to begin, but difficult

to conclude." 0 More justly may I adorn this chapter of the

history of Saint Joseph with the sentence of Cicero, as we

know that the panegyrists of the most worthy spouse of the

Mo her of God have, with great ease, from the abundance of

the matter, begun their encomiums, and till now their praises

have found no end. It is true that all say great things ; but

yet we must believe, as Saint John Damascenus confesses^

that they leave unsaid much more than they utter. The

Church has left least to say, calling the most worthy spouse

of the Mother of God, the honor of the Blessed, the pillar

of the world, the hope of our life, a man most happy, and so

wonderfully blessed on earth as to eqnal the angels. Joseph,

says the Church, is that giant spirit, who ever comes forth

victorious from the abyss, and who by his merits is entitled to

the enlogiums of all Christianity, and the glory of being

spouse of her who was the true Mother of God. By these

same enlogies the Church confirms the opinion that it is

easier to begin, than to close our praises of that illustrious

man, whom the Gospel extols by the name of Just.

It has been discussed whether Saint Joseph can be num

bs red among the martyrs, and we will now consider the ques

tion. This word martyr, which means a witness, has, from

the primitive ages of the church, been applied to those Chris

tians who either suffered torments or sacrificed their own life

in testimony of faith. Among these, some were cited by pagan

* Dicendum est enim de Cn. Pompeii singnlari, eximiaqne virtute ; hnjus

autem orationis dilfic'iliui est exitum, qnain principium invenire. (ClCERo, pro lege

Manilla.)

t SAINT JOHS DAMASCENUS, Oratio III. de fiativitale Viryinis.
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judges to justify their belief, and were anciently called con-

fossors, when they publicly confessed the faith of Jesus Christ.

Others, without being cited, appeared before tae tyrant to

confess the religion which they embraced, and to these was

given the name of professors of the faith. Both classes are

styled by Tertullian and Saint Cyprian, men already adorned

with the devise and character of martyrdom. The same

Fathers give the name of martyrs to those who survived the

torments suffered for the confession of Jesus Christ. This

was the style of the ancient Fathers, whose words the reader

will find cited in the work of Dominic Macri ; 0 but the

usage of the Church in our days, is to call confessors, those

who die after a holy life, and martyrs, those who shed their

blood for the faith. The Almighty rewards the fortitude

of these heroic souls by a special bliss, which theologians

explain by the stamp and symbol of the laureola, a figure

taken from those laurel wreaths with which the ancients

encircled the brows of those who had obtained any victory.

The Church in its hymns gives Saint Joseph the glorious

name of conqueror ; f but this victory, without having first

shed his blood for Jesus Christ, does not entitle him to the

laurel of what is commonly called martyrdom. Isidore

Isolano, Reiss, and other theologians whom Trombelli cites/j:

concede to Saint Joseph the laurel and all the honors of

' DOMINICUS MACRI, Bierolerican, vcrbo Cbn/fenor, Martyr.

t Hinc stygin victor, laqueo solntua

Carnis, ad sedes placido sopore

Migrat isternas, rntilisquu cingit

Tempora sertis.

Loosed from his fleshy chain, Hell's victor fl^ta

Aa in calm sleep away ;

And diademed with light enters the seats

Of everlasting day.

; TROMRELLI, Part. I. cap. xlvi. num. 1.



 

martyrdom. Modern critics are less liberal ; and say with

Theophilus Raynaud,* that the laurel of martyrdom given to

the Father of Jesus, was a rhetorical exaggeration of the

eloquent Isolano. Did I not fear to displease those who idol

ize the great luminaries of this age, I would declare myself

in favor of Isolano, an enlightened theologian, and not as far

from sound criticism, as the dwellers at the poles are from

the sun. But if I do not openly concede this laurel to the

holy patriarch, I will not deny some honors of martyrdom to

him who, as the Gospel tells us, departed an exile for Jesus'

sake from the realm of Herod, and who for some years lived

suhject to constant calamities, which exile naturally entails.

If perchance my meaning is not evident, the error is not

mine, but that of the celebrated Rupert,f who says, that

Joseph was the first who suffered persecution for justice' sake ;

to such an extent that the sword of grief made its ravages on

his heart. The illustrious Anthony Perez affirms J more than

Rupert ; for he says that Saint Joseph did not lack martyr

doms, and that the Saint was resolved to suffer them. And

who will deny that a Joseph, spouse of that Virgin who,

according to the sentiment of some theologians,§ was a

martyr, wanting nothing of what properly constitutes martyr

dom, had no share in any of her pains, when she was, if not

all, at least half of his heart ? Saint Bernard,|| speaking

of the soul of the Blessed Virgin, calls her a Martyr, both when

* RAYNAUD, Diptych. Marian, part. I. punct. 4.

f Primus iste persccutionem propter justitiam passus est, ita nt furrnm ejus

animam pertransiret. (RuPERT, in cap. ii. .Watth.)

J Non illi defuere martyria, aut ille martyriis. (PEREZ, cap. xxxix. in Matth.)

§ Aliia simpliciter videtur Beatam Virginem vere ac proprie habere laureolam

martyrii. (ScAREZ, Tom. II in 3. part. disp. 22 § 4.)

|| Murtyrium Vir^inis tam in Simeonis prophetia, quam in ipsa Dominica

Passionis historia commendatur. (SAINT BURNARD, Serm. de duodscim «tellis.)
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she heard Simeon's prophecy, and when she beheld the tor

ments of her Son Jesus. Had this Saint had occasion to

speak of Saint Joseph in the same connection, he would have

said the same ; for Joseph, having perfectly understood the pro

phecy of Simeon, could not but have been transpierced in soul

at the thought of the suffermgs that awaited her who was the

charm of his existence. Saint Bernardino of Sienna * thinks

that the Almighty ordained that Saint Joseph should die

before the passion of Our Lord, that the grief of seeing Him

suffer and die amid the ignominies of the Cross, might not

martyrize his affections. This is a strong proof that Saint

Joseph was ready to suffer the same martyrdom as his most

holy spouse, the Mother of the Man-God, as well as an

argument in favor of numbering him among those Saints

whom ancient writers f call lloodltss martyrs (martyres sine

sanguine), since, suffering for Christ, they had not the glory

of dying in testimony of the faith.

It has again been asked whether Saint Joseph can be

enrolled among the Doctors of the Church. To be entitled

to a place among the illustrious men whom the Church styles

Doclors, it is necessary to have extirpated, either with the

tongue or with the pen, some error which has taken posses

sion of the human heart, or established a dogma of our

faith. Some writers, both ancient and modern, think J that

* " Voluit Dens ipsum mori ante Dominicam Passioncm, ne in morte Christi

immeuso dolore eruciaretur."—" God willed that S.dut Joseph should die before

Our Lord's passion, lest in Christ's denth he should be overwhelmed with the

agony of boundless grief." (SAINT BERNARDINE OF SIENNA, Serm. de f-rmcto

Josrpho, Tom. IV. art. 2. cap. 3.)

+ TERTULLIAN, ad Martyrex, ST. CYPRIAN, De lapssii, BARONIUS, in .\fttrtyraloylo

Romrino, ad diem secundtan Januarii, litera fi.

J IsoLANns, £umma de doais Sancti Joseph, part. 4. cap. 4 RERNAEIHM»I UE

Rits-ri«, in Mariidi, part. 4. srrm. 12. f'AHTHAOENA, Tomo IV. Libra xviii p.

521. P. REISS, Auctor Josipluaix Lucern«nsii eloyio 53.

14
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Saint Joseph combines these qualities, and is therefore enti

tled to the honor. If the holy patriarch did not altogether

establish the Catholic religion, he, at least, they say, drew

some lines towards its establishment, as is shown by the task

which he assumed of announcing to the shepherds and the

Wise Men the excellence of the Infant Saviour, and to the

Egyptians the principles of that faith which was to rise upon

the ruins of their idols,—idols that already felt the effects of

His presence who came to turn their worship to contempt.

Hence arose, it is credible, that slight and almost impercepti

ble opposition, which Saint Mark experienced among the

Egyptians when he went to preach the gospel to them, as

we read in his life. While in Nazareth, Saint Joseph in

structed his neighbors by the communication of those hal

lowed lights which the words and example of the Sun of

Justice, Jesus Christ, infused into his soul, and with other

edifying actions, whereby this Saint, as a coadjutor in the

great counsel of human redemption, imprinted on their souls

the piety and first sentiments of the faith which Jesus was

to preach to them, on completing his thirtieth year.

John Gerson * in some verses, which are no mean proof

of the taste of the Latin poets of that age, writes that Saint

Joseph disputed with learned reasoning on the true religion

against the elders of the city of Tanais in Egypt. This does

not confirm the thought of those who invest Saint Joseph

with the title of Doctor ; for Gerson here evidently uses the

poet's license to mingle this controversy with true facts

attested by the Gospel and ancient tradition. These are the

proofs alleged by the authors whom we have named in favor

* His super, atqne nliis durto sermone pntandum cat

Diwenmse Jotleph tle vera rellgione

Cum senibus Tanais.

GXEsON, Jo«ephina.
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of the honor. Theophilus Eaynaud admits them,* and

nevertheless says, that he is not convinced by the arguments

of those theologians who maintain itr inasmuch as a far dif

ferent mode of instructing rhe people is required by the Church

to obtain the praise and title of Doctor. " The exhortations

which good men occasionally make in a few words, do not

suffice," says Raynaud ; " a diffuse and permanent instruc

tion is necessary, adorned with solid doctrine and discourses

no less efficacious than proportionad to the teaching of the

people and the extirpation of error. Some maintain that

Saint Joseph did all that is necessary for the honors of a

Doctor ; but few have believed it ; on the contrary, most think

that Saint Joseph, knowing that the hour for the conversion

of the Egyptians had not arrived, refrained from addressing

any eloquent exhortations to them." Such is the opinion of

Theophilus Raynaud ; but noither this critic nor the moderns

who follow him, will deny that Saint Joseph was a mnn of

excellent wisdom. Saint John Chrysostom f says in all

distinctuess, that the spouse of the Mother of God bore him

self in all the vicissitudes of life, like a true philosopher,

showing himself well versed in all the maxims of that

science. Saint Bernard, comparing him with that ancient

Joseph,^ wn°, m the court of Egypt, was reputed the most

learned man of the kingdom, says § that Joseph, spouse of

Mary and father of Jesus, represented in that minister of

Pharao, had loftier things in his intellect. The one inter

* TH. RAVNAUD, Diptyc. Marian, part. I. punct. 4.

t " Hie itaque multaun ostendit philosophiam . . . vidisti (Jofephum) philoso-

plmm virum." (ST. JOHN CHRYSOSTOM, Hom. IV. in Matt. i. ; Ham. IV. in Matt. vii.)

J Genesis xli. 39.

§ Uli data est iatelligeutin in mysteriis somuiornm, isti conscium fieri ntque

partieipem caslestium saoramentorum. ^SAINT BRENARD, Hom. II. Super Missus

at.)



 

preted dreams, the other was admitted to the understanding

of the most profound mysteries. The illustrious Perez *

compares Joseph to the ancient prophets, and declares that

Joseph, even in sleep, knew more than the prophets awake.

The illustrious Suarez f proves by the same gospel, that

Saint Joseph was often enlightened by angelic converse and

prophetic revelations. Saint Hilary and Saint Thomas do

not give this great Patriarch the title of Doctor ; but they

consider him in his ministry an image of the apostles.^

Cardinal D'Ailly does not concede him all the laurels with

which the various Saints are honored in the Church, but

gives him the glory of being the first Evangelist.§ Others,

finally, do not give him the title of Doctor, but compensate

by ascribing to him the honor of Patriarch and Prophet,||

which is a title more brilliant and illustrious ; because patri

arch, speaking of Saint Joseph, means that he was reputed

father of that Jesus, who is the Head of the Elect, that is,

of those chosen to possess the ultimate bliss of heaven.

* Joseph plus dormiens de sapientia, quatu vigilantissimi Prophetarum obtinuit.

(PEREZ in Matth i., ii.)

t Ex Evangehc habemus (Josephum) recepisse interdum angelicas illustra-

tiones et propheticas revelntiones. (SnAREZ, Tom. II. in 3. part. Disp. 8. § 2.)

J Joseph enim Apostolorum tenet speciem, quibus Christus circumferendus est

ereditus. (ST. THOMAS, citing St. Hilary, in Matth. ii.)

§ Angelus evangelizavit pastoribus : Sanctus Joseph publice et solemniter om

nibus ; unde non immerito enm Evangelietam possumus nominare, qui primus

notnen Evangelists meruit obtinere. (CARIUNALIS CAMARACENSIS, Tract. de

Siuscto Josepho.)

|| Jam vero, quidquid Gnyet senserit, Sanctus Josephus Patriarcha dicendus

est, cum Christi, qui electoruun Caput est, Pater reputatus fuerit, Propheta quoque

dici potsst. (BENEDICT XIV. cfe Seatificotione et Canonizatioue Sanctorum. Lib.

IV. part II.)



 

CHAPTER Y.

OF THE GIFTS AND VIRTUES OF SAINT JOSEPH, AND HIS

SINGULAR PERFECTION IN EACH.

 

|OD adorns the persons whom he chooses with the

qualities proportioned to the ministry and fulfil

ment of his providences. He endowed the first

Joseph,* who was chosen to be the Saviour of the

kingdom of Egypt during the calamitous reign

of Pharao, with surpassing wisdom, and all the

qualities which form a great minister of state. He marked

Jloses from his birth by a name f which was the description

of his destiny ; he educated him ns a prince in Pharao's

palace, and by admirable skill, made him on the one hand

replete with that gentleness necessary for the head and chief

* Genesis xli. 34. t Exodus it 10.
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tain of a maleontent and stiff-necked people, and on the

other, with an energy and resolution capable of gainsaying a

monarch who rebelled against the decrees of the Almighty.

The beauteous form of Moses, says the Hebrew Josephus,0

was a confirmation of that divine oracle which had, even

before his birth, declared him the Redeemer of that unhappy

people, oppressed for more than one hundred and forty years.

If God showed such providence in events not immediately

connected with the great interests of his glory, what perfec

tions would not his Omnipotence shower on that Joseph who

wa.s born to be the head of the Holy Family ? What a

gentleness in aspect, what a noble heart, what traits of

wisdom, what examples ! what genius, what attractions of

humanity must not have shone forth in his person ! That

God who adorned Saul f and others + with a certain splen

dor of majesty § which made them worthy of the purple,

with what virtues and natural gifts would he not endow the

heir of the throne of Juda, the sponse of the Virgin Mother

of God and Queen of heaven and earth ? Justified then by

the providence which Eternal Wisdom displays in those

whom it selects to carry out its decrees, we must feel con

vinced that in the reputed father of Jesus concurred all

moral virtues ; so that all admired in the Saint a virginal

modesty worthy of appearing in the presence of the two lilies

of Eden, and a star upon earth surrounded by so many mag

nificent gifts, as divided among thousands would have made

even higher spirits more illustrious. This abundance of vir

tues and natural gifts, reqnired by the selection of Sain if

" JOSEPHllS, Antiqnities, Book II. f I- Kings is. 2.

J Magnificus secundum quod dicitur, quod species Priami digna est imperio.

(ST. AUCJUSTINE.)

§ Honor capirinet dignitusoris . . . nonne longe lateque Principem ostenduut?

(PijNY, Paneyyric on Trajan.)

m



 

X

Joseph, was afterwards signified by Saint Matthew, who,

relating in his genealogy of the Spouse of the Mother of

God, many kings and high-priests, wished, says Saint John

Chrysostom,* to show us that all the virtues and gifts scat

tered in so many eminent personages, were all united in Saint

Joseph in wonderful harmony.

In one word, the Holy Ghost gives us the noblest descrip

tion of the prodigious virtues of the most worthy spouse of

the Mother of God. One word is the whole history of his

life ; but a word which contains such glorious and so countless

acts, that we may apply to it the motto which Timanthes

put on his paintings : "Plas intelliyitur quam pinyitar."

"• Conceive more than you behold." This word is the appel

lation JesT,f with which the virtues of Saint Joseph are

described by Evangelical truth. No description can be more

honorable, no enlogy more comprehensive ; because this word

Just in the Gospel, according to the commentators on holy

writ,^ means that Saint Joseph possessed all virtues in the

degree of perfection. By this word Just are signified those

flames of love, by which the holy Patriarch to the last mo

ment of his life accompanied Christ and his holy Mother,

undivided from their loving society by sad fears or hardships.

It tells us that having that divine charity which Saint Paul,

the Apostle of the Gentiles, afterwards described in such

* ST. Jons CHEYSOSTOM, Hamihm de S. Joanne Bnpiista.

t Joseph her husband, being a just man. (Matt. i. 19.)

" ' J " Justum hie in orani virtute dicit ease perfectum."— " Just hero menus per

fect in every virtue." (ST. JOHN CHRYSOSTOM, Hom. U in Muti. i. I'.).)

" But Saint Matthew pnSses B still higher enlogy, assuring us, that he was a

just man (and all know what a difference there is between being just in the

opini m of men, and just according to the truth of the Gospel). The Seripture

then nssuring us that Joseph was just, assures us that ho p..s*essed nil virtues."

(TlLLEMONT I. 73.)



 

strong and grand expressions,0 Saint Joseph was more worthy

of praise than Abraham. Of this patriarch Saint Ambrose

eloquently writes, that he did more than philosophy dreamed,

because he followed the Lord before one of the Seven Wise

Men of Athens had uttered the celebrated sentence : " Fol

low God." f We cannot doubt but that the spouse of the

Mother of Jesus did more ; both in following Christ, fleeing

with him to Egypt J to save him from death, and leaving

his native land without receiving from heaven the promises

given to the patriarch Abraham ; the latter followed the Lord

before the philosopher had uttered his maxim, and Saint

Joseph followed Christ before the promulgation of the Gospel.

If from the love of God we pass to other virtues signified

in this word Just, which the Gospel gives us, we shall find in

the magnanimous heart of the spouse of the Blessed Virgin

Mary, such heroic faith and such constant hope, as to fill the

Doctors of the Church with wonder and amazement.g " 0

just and holy Joseph," exclaims Cardinal D'Ailly-|| "how

* Who then shall separate us from the love of Christ? Shall tribulation or

distress? ... I am sure that neither death nor life . . . shall be able to separate us

from the love of God, which is in Christ Jesus Our Lord. (Rom. viiL 35. )

t Magnus plane vir Abrabam . . . quem votis suis Philosophia non seqnavit.

Denique minus est, quod ilia finxit, qnam quod iste gessit . . . Hoc nntem quod

pro magno inter Septem Sapientum dicta celebratur : tieyuere Denm, perfecit Abra

ham, factoquo Sapientum dicta prsevenit. (ST. AMRROSE, de Abraham Patriareha,

Lib. I. c. ii.)

$ "Tu natum Dominum strings, ad exteras

-£gypti profugnm, tu sequeris plagas."

" Thine arms embraced thy Maker newly born ;

With Him to Egypt's deserts didst tbon flee."

Vesper Hymn, feast of St. Joseph.

§ Longe mnjoris obedientise fervore Joseph mandatum exeqnitur, quam Abra

ham, nam nulla bonornm expectata promissione egreditur. (Cnn SANCTOLIS, in

Mntt. i. cited by Patrignani, Lib. 1(1. eh. iii. § 6.)

|| Sancte et juste Joseph, quomodo de re tunt/i, tim hmuiita cit>> firmiter credis?

(CAED. CAMARACESSIS, Tract. de Sancto Jiueltha.)

X
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didst thou BO quickly and so firmly believe that lofty mys

tery ? " Saint John Chrysostom applauds in these words

the hope of this great Saint : * "Joseph, with the orders

which he had from heaven to flee from his native land to

Egypt, did not change his former sentiments ; he did not even

say to the Angel, " this flight is contrary to the promises," but

hearing the warning, without waiting for the day to break, or

any preparation but patience, he set out for that kingdom

which had in other days been the theatre of Jewish suffering.

His other virtues, all grand and heroic in their sphere, and each

in particular, are extolled with singular enlogy by the noblest

pens of Christendom. His humility, which was the predomi

nant virtue of his breast, was applauded by the Blessed

Virgin his most holy spouse. " God hath exalted the hum

ble," says Our Lady. And who among them was most

exalted ? Of what humble one did Mary especially speak ?

For whom, in particular, did the Mother of God intend this

honorable appellation ? She intended it for her spouse Saint

Joseph, according to Cardinal D'Ailly.f

In obedience and conformity to the designs of God,

Joseph stands forth so singularly perfect that he has no equal

among the great men of eminent sanctity whom the Scrip

tures portray. The Gospel is the proof of this virtue in

Saint Joseph. The Angel of the Lord commanded him not

to leave his spouse when he thought of departing from her,

and he promptly fulfilled the orders of Heaven without alleg

ing objections or saying a word. In Bethlehem the Angel

returns with another commandment of the Almighty, bidding

\

* Nec unquam passus est scandalum Joseph, nee dix.it : contruria sunt facta

promises. (ST. JOHN CHRYSOSTOM, Hom, /. de Innocentibus.)

t " E,raUavit humiles. Hoc de sponso suo specialiter dixisse eredenua, (CARD.

CAMARACENSIS, 7'roe/. de Sancto Josepho )
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r't
him depart with the new-born child and its mother for the

land of Egypt, and there remain in exile till he received

further orders. And what reply did he make the Angel ?

We read in the Gospel no reply but obedience in executing

the decrees of the Most High. Neither on the road to

Egypt, nor during the period of his long stay in that king

dom, did Heaven hear one sigh for his native land, one com

plaint from his lips. With no such heroic resignation did

even the greatest characters in the Scriptures bear up under

adversity. David exiled by Saul filled Arabia with his com

plaint^, the days which he spent far from his native land

seeming to him centuries.* In his trials he constantly with

streaming eyes implored of God comfort and consolatinn.f

Holy Job, a model of patience, asks the Almighty to show

him the reason why he is judged so severely.^ Most patient

Joseph alone is silent in his troubles, filling heaven and earth

with admiration at his obedience and conformity to the provi

dence of his God.

Coming to the four cardinal virtues, which are prudence,

fortitude, justice and temperance, I will say that the father

of Jesus was most prudent in his determinations, as he

showed when about to leave the Blessed Virgin. His humil

ity thought of leaving her ; but secretly, so as not to expose

her to dishonor. He wished to enter Judea as he returned

from Egypt ; but knowing that Archelaus reigned there, he

stopped, awaiting guidance from on high. His fortitude was

manifested in the constancy with which he bore the many

trials of life. Neither the length nor the ruggeduess of the

* Woe is me that my sojourning is prolonged ! (Pa. exix. 5.)

f My eyes have failed for thy word, saying : When wilt thou comfort me.

(Ps. exviii. 82.)

J Tell me why thou judgest me so? (Job x. 2.)
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road to Egypt, nor the inclement season, nor the tender age

of the Infant God, nor the delicate state of the Mother,

offered any impediment to the execution of what the Angel

commanded. His justice is seen in the care and solicitude

wherewith he served Jesus and Mary, who by the election of

GJI! were under his shadow and protection. His temperance

we behold and admire in an immaculate and virginal purity

which he preserved to the last instant of his life. To this

virtue Saint John Chrysostom* attributes the benignity,

milduess and moderation which is resplendent in the most holy

spouse of Mary.

What I have hitherto endeavored to say, without suc

ceeding in explaining myself, on account of the sublimity of

Saint Joseph's actions, is but the signification of the word

Just with which the Gospel describes him. What I have

been unable to explain, says the Father of the Holy Scrip

tures, Saint Jerome, is the general word, which attributes to

the holy patriarch the perfect possession of all virtues.f

Saint Bernardino of Sienna speaks in particular, and makes

eaeh of Saint Joseph's virtues the theme of one of the eulo

gies, with which men applaud those deeds so sublime as to

transcend mere praise. The following are his words : " How

can a discreet mind think that the Holy Ghost would have

united by such a union any soul to the soul of such a Virgin,

unless most like her in the practice of virtue ? Whence I

believe that this most holy man Joseph was most pure in

virginity, most profound in humility, most ardent in love of

» " Vide viri moderationem . . . benignns et moderates erat vir."—" Behold

Joseph's moderation ; he was a benign and moderate man." (Si. Jons CHRYS.IS-

TOM, Hom. IV. in Mattfi.)

t " Joseph vocuri justum attendite, propter omuium virtutum perfectam pos-

scssionem "—" Murk that Joseph is called Just on account of his perfect possession

of all virtues." (SAINT JEEOME in Matth. i.)
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God and charity, most high in contemplation, most solicitous

for his spouse." 0 After this magnificent encomium, I shall

merely add this enlogy of the eloquent Patrignani : " For

my part, I reverence these virtues, and leave to other pens to

give them all the light and splendor which their brilliancy

deserves, not with ink, Imt with the rays of the sun. Nor

should any one wonder at my saying that these virtues should

be described with rays of light, when the eloquence of a

Nazianzen, overwhelmed by the glory of the prerogatives and

virtues of the father of Jesus, exclaims : ' In Joseph, as a

sun, are gathered all the lights of the Saints.'" f

The patience and fortitude of this illustrious patriarch

were a spectacle which Wisdom placed in the world as a

memorial to posterity and a rare example of constancy. The

events of his life should be considered as a continual triumph

and exercise of suffering and resistance to the misfortunes

which assailed him on all sides. His great mind was never

overcome by the adversities which usnally crush the strong

est ; because the Almighty, who in his adorable providence

gives the deepest roots to the trees most exposed to the

blasts of the storm, fortified this just man with the most

seasonable aids, to resist the blows by which his patience and

fidelity were tried. The punctnal observance of the orders

of God, which, as we have already said with Saint John

Chrysostom, were, from his fidelity, communicated while he

* Quomodo cogitare potost meus disoreta, quod Spiritus Sanctus tanta unione

uniret menti tantse Virginis aliquam animam, nisi ei virtutum operatione siinilh-

mam ? Unde credo istum virnm, sanctum Joseph, I'nisse mnndissimum in vir-

ginitate : profundissimnm in hmmilitate, ardentissimnm in amore Dei et charitate,

altissimum in contemplatione, sollicitissimum sponsse suse. (ST. BF.RNARDINE OF

SIRNNA, Serm. de Sancto Jusepho, art. 2. cap. I.)

t In Joseph velnt in sole Sanctornm lumina collocavit. (ST. GREGORY OF

NAZIANZEN, cited by Patrignani, Lib. i. c. 10.)



 

slop!, i.s delineated iu the gospel. There we read that Joseph,

through obedience, undertook a flight exposed to the greatest

hardships, with no preparation but a heroic resignation to

tha will of God, who ordered him to leave his native land,

and proceed to Egypt with the child Jesus and his mother.

The venerable Peter Canisius shows the greatuess and the

singularity of Saint Joseph's obedience and other virtues in

a magnificent enlogy which we cite : Whether Saint Joseph

regarded the Mother of Our Lord as a spouse, or, as Saint

Bernard thinks, as a Sovereign Mistress, he was certainly

ever true to himself, irreprehensible before God and men,

truly just, a real descendant of David, no less noble in soul

than in race, who degenerated in nothing from his father

David, to whom, as to another David, the most High God

manifested the uncertain and hidden things of his wisdom ;

who was accordingly frequently enlightened in his ministry

and the events of his life by divine revelations. Striking

too is this commendation of Joseph, that the generation of

Christ Our Lord, which was shown to Jacob in his sleep as a

long ladder reaching the heavens, is so interwoven by the

Evangelist Saint Matthew, that we attain Christ through

Joseph ; and the Lord of all seemed in a manner to leau, if

I may follow Rupert, on Joseph as the top of the ladder.

Did he not lean on the Saint, he says, when an orphan in

this world, that is, born without a carnal father, he designed

to be supported, himself and his Mother, by his solace ? In

addition to this Joseph received an illustrious name, incom

municable to other mortals, in that he is styled in the G ispel

father of Christ and husband of Mary ; nor is it doubtful

but that he showed himself worthy of each title and honor.

Moreover, who can easily express in words, how diligent,

faithful, untiring and sedulous ha was in his ministry, when

he had once undertaken the task divinely imposed upon him,
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to be the domestic guardian of such a Mother, and the foster

father of such a Son, nay, of his Saviour ? What admira

tion not only seized him, hut what holy joy filled him, when

he alone of thousands was the intimate wituess of the mys

teries of God ? Saint Luke certainly writes that Mary and

Joseph wondered at the events which the aged Saint Simeon

foretold of the Infant God. In proportion to the love where

with he loved Jesus, he felt his sad and mournful lot when

he heard that Herod sought that treasure, common to him

and his spouse, in order to sacrifice it to the cruelty of his

inhuman breast, and to his fear of yielding up the crown to

the lawful and presumptive heir of the throne of Judea.

The anguish with which he left his beloved country, Israel,

for so many centuries the theatre of God's most striking and

palpable providence over his people, was great, and lasted at

least four years in Egypt, as was also the grief that rent his

blessed soul for three days, when Jesus was lost in Jerusalem.

What a blow of affliction must it not have been for Saint

Joseph, to be unable to afford the Son and Mother all the

solace of which they were worthy ? As soon as he was

warned, during the night, of king Herod's cruel designs, he

rose, at once, and unhindered by love of country, friends and

kindred, he took the road to Egypt, without preparing suit

able provisions for the journey, leaving all to the dispositions

of that Providence, in whose loving care he rested. The

toil and hardship endured in this sort of exile among the

Egyptians, may be conjectured, but cannot easily be described.

We know, as Saint Jerome says, that in the flight to Egypt

Joseph was the consolation of the Virgin Mother of God,

who had been confided to his care. Hence Saint John Chry-

sostom says, that Joseph was eminent in all his deeds, and

distinguished in every kind of virtue, fulfilling with Christ by

the orders of Heaven, wLat a father should do toward a son,
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and he even exceeded the law, for he did more than is com

manded.

" The oracles of the prophets were his constant meditation,

and hence the Evangelist styles him a just man ; that is,

according to Hugh Victorinus, he was punctual in the obser

vance of all the law, or observed the law perfectly, as Saint

John Chrysostom teaches. Origen, who wrote before Saint

John Chrysostom, says that Joseph was just in word and

deed, and in the most exquisite observance of the law. The

ancient Joseph, minister of Pharao, and figure of the spouse

of the Blessed Virgin Mary and foster-father of Jesus, was

admired in Egypt for his justice, innocence and fidelity ; but

this Joseph of whom the Gospel speaks showed himself more

admirable, since, besides the virtues common to both, Saint

Joseph had as a director an angel who constantly enlightened

him, and being a virgin, guarded in all purity the Immacu

late Virgin, the Mother of the Man-God, as a treasure con

fided to his fidelity. The most holy Joseph is, too, most

worthy to be preferred to all men, because he was the first

who saw the Messias and conversed familiarly with him, and

because he saw the fulfilment of the oracles of the Prophets,

which the most happy kings of Judea did not attain to see.

He was an eye and ear wituess of the first miracles, which

the holy Evangelists afterwards related. And finally, Joseph

was that great spirit, whom, like David, God found a man

after his own heart, and in all things obsequious to his

designs.

" This is the base of Joseph's virtues and greatuess, which

Catholics maintain and defend against the uubelievers, who

will not understand or pretend not to know what the gospel

means by the word Jast, applied to the most holy spouse of

the Mother of God, the ever Blessed Virgin Mary. Caution is

however necessary, lest in avoiding heretics who would detract



 

from the virtue of the most holy Joseph, we fall like the

unwise on another rock. We must not, I mean, exalt

Joseph's sanctity so as in any manner to obscure Mary's, as

Francis Lampert tells us a certain fanatic did, who losing the

light of reason, maintained that Saint Joseph was holier

than the Mother of God, simply on the ground that the

angel appeared to Joseph in his sleep, and to Mary only

when she was awake. The argument is ridiculous and un

worthy of an answer, as from the very allegation we infer

that Mary was superior to her spouse in sanctity ; because it

is a greater thing for an angel to appear to one awake than

to one asleep, and because it was indisputably more sublime

to announce to Mary the Incarnation of the Eternal Word

in her womb, than to dispel Joseph's fears as he slept, and

instruct him as to other events and the shaping of his

destiny. Hence Saint John Chrysostom notes, that the

Blessed Virgin must have been illuminated, not in dreams as

Joseph was, nor by an obscure revelation like Zachary, but

by a most clear vision, for this is in its very nature reqnired

by the excellence of that incomprehensible ministry which

the angel came to announce to her." 0

Saint Joseph was great, and superior to Saint John the

Baptist and the Apostles, and had those gifts and privileges

of which a Saint is worthy, whose ministry belonged to the

hypostatic order ; that is, to the order of that union, which

of the Divine Word, the second person of the Most Holy

 

f

* Sive Joseph pro sponsa, sive nt Bernardns existimat, pro Domina, Domini

sni Matrem habuerit, atque tractarit, sui ille perpetuo similis utique vixit, nt cornra

Deo et hominibus irreprehensibilis, vereque justus et p^rmnnus Davidis esset filius,

non mente minus qnam genere nobilis qui a Patre sin David nihil degeneraret, cni

tanqnam alterl David, innerta et occulta Sapientiie suse snmmns Densmanifcstaret;

qni propterea divinis revelationibus in sna procuratione, rrbusque gerendis crebro

illustrabatur, &c. (PETRUS CANISIUS, Ds Maria Disp. Lib. II. c. 13.)



 

Trinity, and of human nature, makes a Man-God, Jesus

Christ ; but his sanctity does not attain so high a degree,

as I will not say to exceed, but even equal the virtue and

grace of that singular Virgin, who was, as Saint John Chrys-

ostom says, the truly great miracle, superior in sanctity to

the Patriarchs, Prophets, Apostles, yea, to all the choirs of

Angels.*

That in thus exalting Saint Joseph we may not be

accused of any exaggeration, we will close by citing the

words of the holy Bishop of Geneva. " Saint Joseph," says

Saint Francis de Sales, " surpassed the angels and the arch

angels in purity. For, if by being exposed only a few days

to the heat of the material sun, the lily acquires its dazzling

whiteness, who can conceive the extraordinary degree of

purity to which Saint Joseph was exalted, exposed as he was,

day and night for so many years, to the rays of the Sun of

Justice, and of the mystical moon, which derives its splen

dour from Him."

 

* Magnum revera mirnculum fuit Beata semper Virgo Maria. Quod namque

ilia majus, aut illustrius lillo unquarn tempore inventum est, sen aliquando inveniri

pot -rit? Quiduam ilia sanctius? Non Prophette, non Apostoli, non Martyres. non

Patriarchte, non Angeli, &c. (ST. JOHN CHEYSOSTOM.)

'
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CHAPTER VI.

SOME PASSAGES IN THE LIFE OF SAINT JOSEPH, WHICH OUR

C LADY REVEALED TO SAINT BRIDGET.

' HE Gospel in one word gives us the whole history

of Saint Joseph's life, and in three or four expres

sions the most exact account of his obedience. A

notice of the other virtues in particular, we find in the Reve

lations of Saint Bridget. The Mother of God, who was an eye

wituess of the actions of her most holy spouse, revealed them

in these words : " Be assured that, before our espousals, the

Holy Ghost declared to Joseph that I was immaculate in

word, deed and thought, and had consecrated my virginity

to God by vow. Hence he espoused solely with the view to

serve me as his Sovereign. I knew also by the light of



 

heaven that I was to bo Joseph's spouse, as this was neces

sary for the fulfilment of the Almighty's design, but without

detriment to my virginal integrity. After our espousals I

conceived in my womb by the operation of the Holy Ghost,

the Only Begotten of the Father : Joseph knew it, and

without suspecting my fidelity, was deeply surprised. This

marvel did not surprise him as new, because ho was certain

of what the prophets had foretold, that the Redeemer of the

human race should be born of a Virgin ; but deeming him

self unworthy to be in the company of her who was already

Mother of God, he thought to leave me. He did not carry

out his design, because the Angel of tho Lord appearing to

him, while he slept, commanded him not to leave me. Joseph

obeyed, and began once more to serve me as his Lady, and I

too served him with such humility and subjection that I

depended on his orders. Never did I hear a word of murmur

or impatience from his lips. In his poverty he was most

patient, and ready for toil when necessity required it. If

any offended him, he was so far from vengeance, that he

showed amid outrages an admirable meekness. He served

me with a most profound respect, and was at the same time

a great defender of my virginal purity, against those who

gainsayed it. His conversation and his desires were ever

directed to the goods of heaven ; so that he appeared dead

to the world and the flesh. His most frequent expressions

God grant me life to fulfil his holy will. His discoursewere

was of God, and showed the divinity which inspired it. He

was seldom in the gatherings of men, because his thoughts

were to converse with his Lord, and do whatever he knew

was pleasing to him ; and great therefore is now Joseph's

glory."

The capital point of Saint Joseph's life, is the circum

stance of his wishing to leave the Mother of God when he

 



 

perceived her now sitnation. The Fathers and theologians,

both ancient and modern, are divided in opinion as to this

point ; as I have shown : I will therefore simply add here

the words of a revelation made to Saint Bridget, by which it

appears that Saint Joseph, before the apparition of the

angel, had private notice of the mystery. The revelation is

as follows : 0 " Joseph, leave not the Virgin confided to thy

care ; it is true that she has conceived by the operation of

the Holy Ghost, as thou hast heard from her lips. Serve her

faithfully, and discharge the duty of goardian and wituess

of lur purity." These expressions are conformable to the

doctrine of Siint Jerome, the Father of the Scriptures and

great Doctor of the Church, who affirms f that Saint Joseph,

by the consent of his spouse, knew all that passed in that

Virgin, of whose Son he was to be reputed the father.

Although perfectly convinced that in interpreting the

holy Gospels and other Scriptures, we must not rely on

private revelations, but on the general doctrine of the Church

deduced from the opinions of the Holy Fathers, who are her

doctors, and on unanimous tradition ; nevertheless, I cite the

revelations of Saint Bridget, because I find them acknowl

edged and approved in their sphere by three Sovereign Pon

tiffs, and conformable in their matter to a majority of the

Holy Fathers, followed by Saint Bernard. Father Maldo-

* Cni angelus in somnis dixit : non recedos a Virginc commendata tibi, quia sient

audisti ab ea, sic verissimnm est ; concepit enim de Spiritu Sancto et pariet Salva-

torem mnndi. Ergo servi ei fideliter et esto pudicitise custos et testis. (Si.

BRIDGET, Revelations, Lib. VI. c. lix.) The revelations were examined by Car

dinal Torquemada, and published by Gousalvus Durant, in 1606, and have been

approved by three Popes. These revelations are not then at variance with Scrip

ture, for the Sovereign Pontiffs never would have approved' what opposes the Gospel.

t Antequam convi-n'rent, inventa est in ntero habeni de Spiritu Sancto Niun ab alio

iim'nta est, nisi a Juseph, qui p"n"' licentia nmrituli futurcs uiorn omnia noverat.

(SAINT JEEOME, Conurnent. in "\.a!lh. i. l.j
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nado * says, that the opinion of Saint Bernard and the

Fathers whom he cites is most conformable to piety, but least

conformable to the text of the Gospel. All however differ

from Maldonado, who think that the angel, when he appeared

to Saint Joseph, came to give him a solid and authentic tes

timony of what he already privately understood. The notice

which Saint Joseph had of the dignity of the Mother

of God, did not so disturb him as to leave him troubled and

fearful, or disposed to leave the Blessed Virgin whose preg

nancy he saw ; because the human breast is less impressed

by what enters the ears than by what it receives through the

eyes.

 

* MALDONADO, in MMU. i. 19.

.



 

CHAPTER VII.

OF SAINT JOSEPH 8 GLORY.

 

i Y the word " magna," which signifies great things,

did the most Blessed Virgin express the benefits

which the Almighty vouchsafed to do her,0 and

by the same word she manifested to Saint Bridget

the glory and felicity of her spouse. "Joseph's will," said

Our Lady, " was Gbd's will, and hence his glory is great."

Gerson,f measuring the greatuess of this felicity by the min

istry of Saint Joseph, places it next to the glory of the

* ST. BRIDOET, Revelations, Lib. VI. c. lix.

f " Hie proxiraior videtur collocandus in ccelis, qni in ministerio fnit vicinior,

obsequentior, ntque fidelior post Mitri'im inventus in terns."—"Joseph shonld, it

wonld seem, be placed nearer in heaven, as his ministry was closer on earth, and

he war, next to Mary, the most obedient and faithful on earth." (GERSON, Serm,

de Natie. Viry. Maria, coasid. 4 )



 

Mother of God. Jerome de Guadalupe * exalts it above the

bliss of the Angels and the Apostles, and thinks that Saint

Joseph is seated in heaven at the right hand of the Blessed

Virgin. Such a degree of glory was demanded by the

dignity, prerogatives, and merits of the father of Jesus and

most worthy spouse of Mary. Joseph was a just man ac

cording to the truth of the Gospel, and when in obedience to

the Angel of the Lord, he remained in the society of the

Mother of God, he passed, as Rupert says,f to the superlative

degree of most just. His obedience was singular, that is to

say, his victories were illustrious and unequalled, because in

Scripture phrase the obedient are called triumphant and vic

torious.:}: His merits were eminent, and almost infinitely

valuable, according to the pen of the distinguished Francis

Suarez.§ His blessed soul was most generous to God, and

next to those of Jesus and Mary, the most beloved by the

Holy Trinity, so that we cannot wonder at Joseph's bliss

being so superior among the blessed. ||

* Dico magis vere qunm audacter, super omues chores Angelorum, nedum

Apostolorum ease Sanctum Josepham collocatum ad dexteram Virginia. (HIERO-

NVMUS GUADALCPENSIS, t» Luu. t.)

t " Consummatio est hie sermo Angeli, quem in somuis nccepit, ac statim Deo

obedivit eredulus, puelte benevolus ; eatenus vir Justus, exinde justissimus."—

" This is the burthen of the Angel's address, which Joseph heard in sleep, and im

mediately obeyed, eredulous to God, charitable to Mary ; till then just, thencefor

ward most just." (RUPERT, De Gloria et houoro Filii homiuis in Matt. i. 1.)

J An obedient man shall speak of victory. (Prov. xxi. 28.)

§ As the sin of those who erucified Christ was the greatest in its kind, on ac

count of the dignity of the person ; so the works of piety and beneficence in Saint

Joseph were of an incaleulable value, as he acted from a perfect knowledge and

love of that person. (SoAREZ, Tom. If. in 3. pirt. D. Thomi. d;spui. 8. § 1.)

|| ;' 0 quam dilecta Trinitati, Patri et Filio, et Spiritui Sancto domus illius

Trinitatis,—Christus, Maria, Joseph."—" O how dear to the Trinity, Father, Son,

and Holy Ghost, was the house of that Trinity, Jesus, Mary, Joseph."—(GisRSON,

Serm. de Natia. Vtry'nii.)
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Some writers 0 not only concede to the Holy Patriarch

greater glory than to the other happy spirits, but even main

tain that, while living in this world, he often beheld God with

the same clearness as the blessed see Mm in heaven. This

opinion is based on the privileges granted to other saints.

Saint Augustine and Saint Thomas, speaking of this glory,

or Beatific vision, in a state that has not been permanent,

believe that f Moses and Saint Paul enjoyed it. Famous

theologians J do not deny this happiness to the Blessed

Virgin. Hence we cannot deprive Saint Joseph of it, as he

was most like the Blessed Virgin in virtues and heavenly

favors, knowing at times the power of the Divinity, as we

learn from the Revelations of Saint Bridgct.§ The Church

compares Joseph before death to the blessed, and even believes

him more happy than those glad spirits.

Thine arms embraced thy Maker newly born ;

With Him to Egypt's desert didst thou flee ;

Him in Jernsalem didst seek and find ;

Oh day of joy to thee !

Not until after death their blissful crown

Others obtain ; but unto thee was given,

• GRACIAN, Life of St. Joseph, Lib. V. tit. iii. CELADA, s» Judith Jiffurata,

num. 43.

t Augustinus detenninat in libro (De videndo Denm) ad Pauliimm, quod ipsa Dei

substantia ab aliqnibus videri potnit in hoc vita positis, sicut a Moyse et Paulo."—

" St. Augustine determines in his book to Pnulinus (L)e videndo Denm) that the

very substance of God can he seen by some in this life, as was the case with Moses

and Saint Paul." (ST. THOMAS, 2. 2. q. 175. art. 3.)

J I say then in the first place, that it may be piously and probably believed that

the Blessed Virgin was sometimes, in this life, raised to see the Divine Essence

clearly for a short time. This is the opinion of most grave anthors. (SuARKZ,

Tom. IT. in 3. part. disp. 19. §. 4.)

§ Josephus qnandoque Deitatis potentiain cognovit. (ST. BRIDOET, Revela

tions, Lib. VI. c. Iviii.)
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In thine own lifetime to enjoy thy God

As do the blest in heaven.*

Theopbilus Raynaud f says, indeed, that this hymn in which

the Church thus chants of Saint Joseph's wonderful bliss, is

to be understood of the familiarity in which he lived with

Christ, and not of that glory which consists in seeing the

Divine essence clearly. I do not adopt the sentiment of

Raynaud, because the Church, after enumerating the felicity

which Saint Joseph enjoyed in the society of Jesus, adds

that he also enjoyed, in this world, that glory which the blest

possess after departing this life. And this undoubtedly is

what theologians call the beatific vision. The base of Ray

naud and other writers is, that the Holy Scriptures deny the

clear sight of God to those in the way, that is, to the living ;

but this argument does not render improbable the opinion of

Saint Augustine, Saint Thomas, and other theologians, who

think that the texts which deny the clear vision of God to this

life, do not refer to a transient and passing vision, but to that

permanent glory which is reserved to the blessed in Paradise.

Some also maintain that when God is seen in this world the

soul is for a time separated from the body ; but Tirinus,^

f

* Tu natum Dominum strings, ail exterM

-tEgypU profuurum tu scqueris plogaa;

Amissum Solymis qmerls et invents,

Mlscentt gamlm fletibus.

Post mortem reliquos more pta conseerst,

Paimamquie emeritos gloria susciplt

Tu vivens Snperls par, frueria Deo

Mira sorte beatlor.

Ve»p«r Hymn, feast of St. Jos«ph.

t THEOPH. RAYNAUD, Diptyc. Marian, part II. punct. x. n. 6.

J " Probubiliter, tamen Sunietus Thomns et alii opinantur, animam Pauli non

fuisse divulsum a corpore (scilicet cum raptas m Paradisum audivit arcana verba) ;

nam alioquin non fuisset rnptus vel e\tusis, sed occisio et mors."—•' Saint Thomas

nnd others, however, think, and with probability, that Paul's soul was not torn
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with Saint Thomas and other Doctors, asserts, that this separa

tion is not necessary. Saint Joseph then may have seen the

Divinity, for a short time without his blessed soul being sepa

rated from the body.

from his body (when he was rapt to heaven and heard seeret words) ; for otherwise

it would not have been a rapture or ecstasy, but killing and death." (TiEixus, in

II. Cm-, xii 1-4.)
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BOOK THIRD

DEVOTION TO SAINT JOSEPH, AND HIS UNIVERSAL PATRONAGE.

CHAPTER I.

OF THE DEVOTION WITH WHICH THE CHURCH HONORS THE

FATHER OF JESUS, AND THE MOST WORTHY

SPOUSE OF THE VIRGIN MARY.

\OR a long time Saint Joseph had not that more sol

emn cultus, with which we behold him so generally

honored in these later ages of Christianity. The

reason why his greater veneration was buried in pro

found silence, was the fear justly entertained by the

Church of the malice and bolduess of a heresiarch

who, abusing the sacred cultus with which the mem

ory of the putative Father of Jesus was honored, wished

thereby to confirm his error that Christ was by nature the
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I

son of Saint Joseph. Father Binet, indulging in the senti

ments of his heart, bewails the misfortune entailed on Chris

tendom by the malice of this bold heretic. I will give his

words to show the felicity enjoyed by those, who glory in

seeing the devotion to the most holy spouse of Mary ex

tended over the whole world. "Let us confess in sooth that

Saint Joseph has no equal among the blessed, and that by his

dignity and ministry he is the honor of Paradise, and of the

human race. I adore in awe the inscrutable providence of

that God, who ordained this treasure of sanctity to lie in

silence and almost unknown in past ages. Saint Joseph was

scarcely thought of. His memory was scarcely celebrated.

Few were they who remembered this great Saint. Oh ! how

unfortunate were those fourteen centuries in which this most

radiant sun was as it were eclipsed. I bewail the misery of

those ancient dwellers on this earth, who for so long a time

had not the happiness of venerating thy merits and thy

almost infmite dignity, and to implore, O great Joseph, thy

patronage in their necessities and thy favor in their trials.

God grant that the future may repair with usury the misfor

tune of the past." *

Saint Bernardine of Sienna,f wondering that the primi

tive ages of the Church did not promote the cultus of Saint

Joseph, gives two reasons, which exculpate the piety and

devotion of the ancients. The first is, that in those ages it

was not customary with the Church to celebrate the Saints

* BINET, Portrait desfnvenrs dietua acwrdes a St. Joseph.

f Licet fuerit tante diguitntis et glorise iste Sanctus, quod Pater .<Eternus ejus

principatus similimdinem sibi liberalissime super incarnatum Filium condonaverit ;

tamen Sancta Ecclesia non multum soleumitatem ejus ordiuavit ; primo, quod ad

Hmhum descendit, et ad vetus pertinct testamentum : secundo, propter vitmdum

soandalum hiereticorum, unde nee nomi:mt enm Patrem, nisi cum determination^

scilicet pntatinun. (Sr. BERN'ARDINE or Srr:NSA, Serm. d- S. Josepho, art. II. cap. 3.)

 



 

of the Old Testament ; the second was, as already stated, fear

lest heretics should appeal in proof of their mad doctrines to

the solemn honors decreed to the most holy spouse of the

Mother of God. For the same reason Saint Joseph was not

anciently mentioned, nor called Father of Jesus, without add

ing the word putative, which the Gospel sometimes omits.*

Isadore Isolanus adds four reasons to those of Saint Bernar

dino of Sienna why devotion to Saint Joseph was not diffused

in the primitive ages of the Church.f First, because the

dignity, miracles and favor of the Father of Jesus, were not

sufficiently known till the Church, so violently afflicted for

ages, at last breathed on the establishment of peace. The

second reason was, that anciently the Church celebrated only

martyrs, or those who had been founders or signal benefactors

of some sanctuary, as we see by the famous Carthaginian

Calendar published by the most learned Mabillon in his

annals.^ The third, because the primitive Church, besides

those martyrs and signal • benefactors of whom we have

spoken, promoted the cultus only of those Saints whose relics

or bodies the people possessed, and in whose memory small

temples were already consecrated with a number of oratories,

15m

* Behold thy father and I ... And his father and mother were wondering . . .

His parents went, &c. (Luke ii. 33, 41, 48.)

The custom which anciently obtained in the Church of not celebrating the

saints of the Old Testament, cannot be the re ison why no cultus or worship wns

paid to Saint Joseph, because he belongs properly to the New Testament, and not

to the Old, or, as Suarez says, he belongs to both. (Tom. II. in 3. part. disp. 8. g 2.)

Cardinal Prosper Lambertini, afterwards Pope Benedict XIV., approves this sen

tence in Ills work on the Canonization of Saints. " According to Suarez and

Guiget, Saint Joseph does not properly belong to the Old Testament." (See De

Canonizatione, or MANTEL J>E AZEVEDO, Rijnapsia, Lib. IV. p. II.)

t IsoLANUs, Stanmi de donii S. Joseph, cap. 8. Cur a majoribus omiasa fucrit

celebritas S. Joseph ?

MARILLON, (erf. Porwienm*,) p. 163.



 

memorials or martyria, and even magnificent piles called ba

silicas, in imitation of the great and haughty palaces of the

princes. Now, as there was on earth neither the whole nor

any part of Saint Joseph's body, it was a necessary conse

quence that his memory could not be celebrated according to

the ideas of that time. The relics called " sanctified," such

as the staff, or some part of the chlamys or cloak of that

great Saint, were very rare, and venerated only in particular

churches on the day of the translation. Hence antiqnity

consecrated few shrinos to this Saint, and did not pay him

that most solemn cultus with which he is now honored

throughout all Christendom. The last reason why this holy

patriarch had no especial feast in those past ages was, that

honorable mention was made of Saint Joseph on the festivals

of Our Lord, his reputed son. This was the course pursued

in ancient times by the Church with regard to the most

worthy spouse of the Mother of God, to whom all the world

owes a debt of gratitude for the solicitude and care with

which he assisted Jesus, our Liberator. But in process of

time the Church, deeming it no longer inexpedient, has more

than atoned for the honors withheld in the primitive ages.

Sextus IV. instituted the universal feast of the holy patri

arch, as a semi-double, on the 19th of March. Gregory XV.

made it a holiday of obligation, it being then already a double

in the breviary. Clement X., with the approval of the Sacred

Congregation of Rites, made it a double of the second class in

the year 1670. Clement XI. afterwards benignly sanctioned

the addition to the office of proper hymns in vespers, matins

and lauds, with new antiphons, versicles and lessons taken

from the thirty-ninth and forty-first chapters of Genesis,

which contain the wisdom and felicity of that Joseph in whom

was typified the putative Father of Jesus. And finally

Benedict XIII., yielding to the petitions of the Churches and
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princes of Europe, directed his name to be inserted in the

Litany among the Patriarchs and Prophets.*

Patrignani extols devotion to Saint Joseph in this elo

quent strain : " The Church has not been satisfied with erect

ing temples and altars to the Father of Jesus, with founding

confraternities or congregations, with annually celebrating his

memory, with drawing up a proper mass and office, with new

hymns full of encomiums so sublime, that they alone seem to

form the fairest idea of a sanctity superior to that of all the

blest. Besides these demonstrations, the Church has made his

festival a holyday of obligation, though in the midst of lent,

and has raised up thousands of eloquent orators to preach

throughout Christendom the greatuess and glory of Joseph.

Of what other saint do we hear in the sacred pulpits more

universal, and at the same time more simultaneous and unison

panegyrics ? Sermons are preached in honor of other saints

on their festivals in some particular church in various cities ; but

in almost all the churches of Christendom, and sometimes in

a single city, thirty to forty sermons will be preached on the

19th of March in honor of the most glorious spouse of Mary.

This being so, we may affirm that from the rising to the setting

of the sun, where the names of Jesus and Mary are heard,

resounds, too, the most sweet name of that Joseph who was

chosen by God to be the guardian and protector of the Only

Begotten of the Father, accomplishing in him that honorable

promise of Scripture : ' He that is the keeper of his Lord

shall be glorified.' f By these marks of veneration has the

Church sought to compensate for the solemn honors not given

in past ages, and at the same time to pay him a tribute of

* BF.NEPKT XIV. De Brntif. et Craum. Sanct.

part. 2. c. Iv. MERATI, m fffficia S. Josephi.

t Proverbs xxvii. 18.

AZF.VEDO, Synnpsis, Lib. IV.
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gratitude for the signal favor which she confesses she has re

ceived from his hand. She bore in mind that Saint Joseph

had co-operated in the unspeakable mystery of the Incarnation

by the heroic actions of his life more than the ancient pa

triarchs by their tears and merits. She considered that Jo

seph was necessary, not so much that Jesus should be born

without dishonor, as to give one to nurture him, with a father's

love and a father's care, and support him by the labor of his

hands up to the age of thirty.0 The Church saw that Joseph,

suffering the hardships and bitterness of exile among the

Egyptians, preserved the life of Jesus till the time when he

began the work of our redemption. Had not Joseph fled with

the Infant Saviour, King Herod would have deprived him of

life, and on the premature death of the Saviour our remedy

would have perished, which, as Chrysologus remarks, was

appointed for another time.f The Church, then, considering

• Ut enim non videretur Joseph amplius conjugio non esse necessarins ....

Quod qnamvis non sit necessarius conceptni, tamen utilis est procuratione ; quia

ipsa pariet Filium, et tune Matri et Filio erit necessarius ; Matri ut ab infamia de-

fendat, Filio ut earn nntriat et cireumeidat."—" For that Joseph should seem no

longer necessary to the marriage . . . Although not necessary directly, yet neces

sary indirectly ; for Mary shall bear a Son, and then he will be necessary to both

Mother and Son ; to the Jtother to defend her from infamy, to the Son to nurture

,and cireumeise him. (S.\iNT THOMAS, in Ma't. ii.)

t " 0 qnam durnm peregrinatio etiam inter cives. fhitresque ! Sapit, qnid sit

sua domus, qni sontit alieuam . . . Hinc est quod Christus fugit, ut cedat tempori,

non Herodi. Non fugit propter authoris mortem, sed fugit propter sseculi vitatu.

. . . Christus totam causam nostrse salutis occiderat, si « parvulntm permisisset oc-

cidi. Christus venernt, ut quos pneceptis doenerat, firmaret exemplis."—" O

how hard is exile with citizens and brethren ! Home is appreciated, when under

a strange roof. Therefore did Christ flee, yielding to the time, not to Herod. He

did not fly to escape the death of the Author, but he fled for the life of the world

Christ had slain the whole cause of onr salvation, if in childhood he had permitted

himself to be slain. Christ came to confirm by example those whom he instrncted

by his precepts." (SAINT PETER CiiRVSOLOGUs, Serm. 151, de fuya Christi in

^Eyypuan.)



 

these benefits, by which the father of Jesus stands the illus

trious benefactor of the human race, has wished the whole

Catholic world to honor him with their devotion in sign of

gratitude. Pharao, the monarch of Egypt, evincing his

gratitude to the first Joseph, gave him the superintendence of

his palace, and put the whole monarchy under his rule.0 The

Church seems to me to have acted similarly with Saint Joseph.

Let us hear the expressions which she employs : ' 0 spouse

of the Mother of God, I place under thy shadow my spiritnal

weal, and in thy hands all Christendom. Jesus, thy son, is

my spouse : Mary, thy revered spouse, is my mother and

queen : thou shalt be my protector and my father. I have

no words to express honors eqnal to thy merits, thy dignity

and thy ministry ; but in token of my will not ungrateful

for thy benefits, I will call thee glory of the angels, and will

endeavor to lead all by my example to extol thy felicity, thy

dignity and thy virtues. I will say that thou art the anchor

of hope that is sustaining the bark of the Church. I will

applaud thee with the honor of conqueror of hell, faithful

minister of onr salvation, advocate of gnilty sinners, refuge

of the afflicted, and comforter of the dying. And to give thee

in two words the praises which thy authority merits, I will

call thee father of Jesus and spouse of Mary. Show, then,

by thy powerful intercession that thou art the common father

of the church, and faithful counsel of her children. United

with thy spouse, defend them from that insolent persecutor

who aspired to rear his trophies in hell over the rnin of souls.

Most happy shall I be, when I have the glory of hearing that,

from ocean to ocean, men chant the glorious name of Joseph.

My desire is, 0 Father of Jesus and spouse of Mary, that

* And agnin Pharao said to Joseph : Behold I have appointed the8 over the

whole lund of Egypt. (Gen. xli. 41 )
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angels and Christians, united in one harmonious choir of music,

may applaud thy dignity0 and signal merits ; that thou mayest

be more glorious than that Joseph who dreamed that f he

was worshipped by the sun, the moon and the stars.' " J

* "Te, Joseph, celebrent agmIna cislitum,

T. cunctl resonent Christladum chori."

Joseph, pure sponse of tbat Immortal brido.

Who shines in every virgin glory bright.

Thy praise let all tho earth re-echoing send

Back to the realms of light.

Vesper Hymn, feaet of SL Joseph.

t I saw in a dream, as it were the ran, and the moon, and eleven stars wor

shipping me. ((Jen. xxxvii. 9.)

PATRIONANI, Lib. I. ch. iv. The text, in which Joseph is spoken of as wor

shipped by the sun, moon, and eleven stars, is regarded by Tirinus, Rupert and

others, as allegorical of Christ, adored by tho Chureh triumphant and militant;

bnt Patrignani thiuks that it refers also to St. Joseph figured in that son of Jacob.

 



 

CHAPTER II.

SAINT JOSEPH PUBLICLY HONORED IN SOME OF THE ORIENTAL

CHURCHES, AND EVEN IN THE WEST, BEFORE GERSON, ISIDORE

ISOLANUS, AND sATNT BERNAEDINE OF SIENNA PROMOTED HIS

DEVOTION.

, 0 begin by the East, I say that Saint Joseph was

honored among the Copts or Egyptians, who, ac

cording to Isidore Isolanus,0 celebrate the feast of

the 20th of July, according to their calendars, which

also give the history of the Saint as preserved among

those Orientals. Although this is, in the main, a

story based merely on vulgar traditions, it shows,

nevertheless, that Saint Joseph was not forgotten among the

 

* Consucvere Orientes Catholicl festn S. Joseph celebrure vigesima Julii ingenti

venerations : masjnis enim honorilms Sanctum proseqnunter Joseph. (Isou\NtrS,

Xumma de donia S. Josrph, cap. ix.)



 

 

J:*

Egyptians. Daniel Papebroke, a celebrated critic, and one

of the continuers of the work of Bollandus, says that the

feast and veneration of Saint Joseph among the Copts began

in the primitive ages of Christianity, and even before Saint

Athanasius sent preachers to the highlands of Abyssinia.*

This occurred in the early part of the fourth century, when

Saint Athanasius was prelate of the church of Alexandria.

The Abate Trombelli,f following Papebroke, says : " Most

ancient was the custom of the Abyssinians and Syrian

Greeks, of celebrating the feast of Saint Joseph ; and it is

probable, as Papebroke teaches us (for he is a man who ex

actly and rigorously observes the laws of criticism), that these

nations, from the traditional recollection of the Saint's stay

in those countries, venerated him long before Saint Athana

sius sent them missionaries to instruct them in the rites of

the Church of Alexandria. Now, as this mission of Saint

Athanasius took place in the outset of the fourth century,

when that Saint presided over the Church of Alexandria,

Papebroke deems it not improbable that the Copts venerated

Saint Joseph prior to that time, remembering, as I believe,

the tradition that the Saint lived among them when he was

in Egypt. This admitted, it will be difficult to find the cul-

tus of any Saint more ancient than that of St. Joseph.

* [See Harris, Highlands of Ethiopia.]

t Trotubelli, part II. cap. ii. num. 1. Papebroke thus replies to the Carmelite

Father Sebastian, who had attacked him. " Quid tandem ad veterem S. Josephi

enltum tantopere facit . . . postquam demonstravi, ipsum multo citins fuisse re-

ceptum a Gnecis etiam in Syria pro Dominica pnenotatu : a Copti vero, sive

JEgyf/tiia [qualis fuit S. Antomus] Coptico, non GRCuO ritu saera obenntibus ad

diem 26 menses Abibi, quod respondet 20 Julii nostri ? Si tune habuissem Ha-

bessinie gentis Hagiologium metricum, quod Junium componens deinde accepi,

addidissem fortassis, ilium colendi S. Josephi ritum in ^gypto multo prius usurpa-

tum videri quam pnedicta Habissinorum natio esset per pra-dicatmces a S. Atha-

unsin submi?sos fidem edocta et fuctis ab Alexandrina Ecclesia iustructa." (Acta

Bollundiana midictita V>1. art. 10. § fl.)

CHART:
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" Not only among the Egyptians, but also in Persia, was

the foster-father of Jesus known and venerated. The reason

for this belief is, that one of the Christians put to death by

Sapor the Proud, who reigned contemporaneous with Con-

stantine the Great, bore the name of Joseph.* It is conse

quently a most probable conjecture, that he assumed the

name from the great love which he bore the Saint ; since, as

Eusebius says,f the primitive faithful adopted the names of

the saints whom they loved more especially. As to the cul-

tus which the Christians of Syria rendered Saint Joseph,

there is nothing to fix its antiquity ; but, if we may credit

Florentinus,^ it is beyond all doubt, that Saint Joseph was

anciently venerated in Syria, and he is still venerated there,

because his memory is celebrated.

In the Greek Church the cultus of Saint Joseph is con

fessedly very ancient, for we have monuments of it from the

time of Constantino the Great. St. Helena, mother of that

emperor, erected a church at Bethlehem, in honor of the

Spouse of the Virgin Mary, as Nicephoru's Callistus informs

us,§ when enumerating the basilicas and oratories erected in

the East by that heroic woman. In the menology drawn up

by the orders of the Emperor Basil, the feast of Saint

Joseph is not expressly mentioned, but it is very credible

that the Greek who composed that menology omitted the

* The Greek Menology, the Rnthenian Tables, and the Roman Martyrology,

all contain their names. In the Menology it reads : " The contest of the holy

martyrs . . . Joseph a priest, and Aithala a deacon . . . these saints also underwent

martyrdom in Persia." The Menology of Baisil mentions another Saint Joseph,

also a martyr in Persia, and commemorated on the 20th of November.

f EUSERJUS, Lib. VII. ch. 25.

J In the Calendar of the Syrians, the seventh Sunday before Christmas, which

fell in the month of December, was the feast of the revelation to Joseph, the spouse

of the Blessed Virgin. (FLORENTINUS, A'otea on th: Martyroloyy, March 20.)

§ NICEPHORUS. Lib. VIII. eb. 80.

 

 

 



246 LIFE OF ST. JOSEPH.

 

1

festival of the holy Patriarch, becanse he had already spoken

honorably of Saint Joseph in the commemoration made of the

flight of the Infant Saviour to Egypt and of his return to the

land of Israel. In other menologies, Saint Joseph is not

thus passed over in silence. In the menology published by

Cardinal Sirlet, we find these words on the 26th of Decem

ber : " The celebrity of Our Holy Lady, Mother of God, the

Ever Virgin Mary, and of the holy and just Joseph, her

spouse." Monsignor Assemani also adverts,0 that in the

menology of Basil and other Greek menologies, Saint Joseph

is also mentioned on the twenty-fifth and twenty-sixth of

December, and on the Sundays before and after the Nati

vity of Our Lord. In the metrical martyrology drawn up

by the Greeks from the verses engraved on the sepulehres

of the Saints, we find the verses addressed to the venera

tion and solemnity of the most holy Spouse of the Virgin

Mary and Gnardian of the Man-God ; these are a solid

testimony of his ancient commemoration in the Greek

churches :

I extol Joseph, the spouse of the Virgin,

Aloue chosen to act aa G nardian. f

Besides the authorities cited, we have another convincing

proof of the cultus of Saint Joseph in the Greek churches.

This argument is found in the hymns of that Joseph who

flourished in the time of Saint Ignatius, Patriarch of Con

stantinople, and whose canticles won him the epithet of

Hymnographer. They were first published at Rome in 1661,

by the celebrated Hyppolite Maraci, a Regular Clerk of the

* ASSEMANI, Kalendaria Ecclesice universal, Tom. V. 500-2.

t See the Metrical Calendar published in 1727 at Leipsic, by Urban Godfred

Siher.
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Mother of God. Now this writer assures us that Saint Joseph

was commemorated on the Sunday immediately after the Na

tivity of Our Lord, and for that Sunday he gives a canon which

concludes with this pious supplication addressed to the most

holy spouse of the Mother of God : " Thon, O God-bearing

Joseph, wast the gnardian of that Virgin, who preserved her

virginity unsullied ; of whom God the Word became incar

nate, preserving her a virgin after her unspeakable delivery.

Do thon, O Joseph, together with her, be mindful of us." *

In conclusion, we must observe, that the ancient custom

of taking the name of Joseph, is shown by martyrologies and

by the documents published by the Bollandists in the index of

the first six months, and which is found in the seventh vol

ume. This ancient custom was observed also in ages nearer

our own, and we find not a few examples of this practice

evincing the appreciation and esteem of our forefathers in the

faith for Saint Joseph, the Spouse of Mary. It will suffice

to note here, that the Patriarch of Constantinople and

brother of the Emperor who subscribed at Florence the recon

ciliation of the Greek and Latin churches, was called

Joseph.f

The veneration of Saint Joseph in former times was not

confined to the Egyptians and Greeks ; he had also public

veneration in some Latin churches, according to Father John

Chrysostom Trombelli,^ whose authority I here follow. Ac

cording to this writer the Franciscan martyrology alone enu

merates no less than ten examples of men, eminent for piety,

* Custodisti, 0 Deifere Joseph, Virginem, quie virginitatem incomiptam conser-

vavit ; ex qua Dens Verbum incarnatus est, conservans illam Virginem post partmm

ineffabilem. Tn, 0 Joseph, una cum ilia memor esto nostri.

f TROMRELLI, Life of St. Joseph, Part II. ch. ii.

J TEOMRELIJ, id.



 

LIFE OF ST. JOSEPH.

who bore the name of Joseph in honor and veneration, as we

must believe, of the sponse of the Blessed Virgin. Pass

ing in silence over other arguments, he cites the authority of

the Bollandists, who mention a Saint Joseph, a martyr in

Africa, on the twentieth of March, and other authors who

speak of various men of exalted sanctity, who bore the name

of Joseph. These facts clearly suppose that the father of

Jesus and spouse of the Virgin Mary, was not entirely un

recognized or unrevered in the Latin churches.

Cardinal Prosper Lambertini,0 did not deny Saint Joseph

all cultus, as he merely says that the holy Patriarch had

little solemnity in the west, and that in consequence, Usnard

and Ado do not give his name in their ancient martyrologies.

In the ancient and celebrated city of Bologna, it is cer

tain that public and solemn veneration has been paid to

Saint Joseph since the twelfth century, and that at that time

there was a church erected and consecrated to his glorious

name, as we are informed by Cardinal Lambertini,f after

wards Benedict XIV. This learned pontiff does not state the

time of the erection of the church, but it is usnally believed

to date long prior to the twelfth century.

This church gives name to the ward or street of Saint

Joseph in Bologna, and it was a parish church served first by

secular clergy and then by Servite Fathers, till the pontificate

of Saint Pius V., when it was given to the Magdalen nuns,

whose convent had stood without the Saragossa gate, but

was then transferred within the city. The Servites took the

old Magdalen convent and church, which is now the parish

church of Saint Joseph, for the names were also transferred,

the old church of St. Joseph taking the name of Magdalen.

* BENEDICT XIV. De Beatif. et Canoniz. Sanct. Lib. IV. pt. 2.

t Id. Appendix II. Lib. IV. part 2.
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Before it passed to the hands of the nuns, the feast of Saint

Joseph was always celebrated there with great solemnity on

the nineteenth of March ; and as Trorubelli says, with so

much pomp, that in the time of the Bentivoglios and perhaps

before, there were horse-races in the afternoon, which was the

custom at Bologna only on the great festivals, when there was

a great concourse of people.

It is also regarded as certain, that Saint Bernardino of

Siena preached in Bologna, on the occasion of this festival,

the panegyric which he delivered in honor of Saint Joseph ;

because the panegyric of a saint is preached only on his so

lemnity ; and on the other hand, we know that in the time of

Saint Bernardino, the memory of the most holy patriarch

was celebrated in other parts of Italy. We do not deny

withal that Saint Bernardino said in one of the churches of

Padua, that Saint Joseph was, body and soul, in Heaven ;

because this the Saint might say at any time in order to excite

the Paduans to devotion towards the spouse of the Virgin

Mary and acknowledged Father of Jesus.

Others, and they are not few, think that not only this

sermon of St. Bernardino's, but also that the pomp and

honors which John Baptist Mantuanus describes, applied to

the feast of Saint Joseph as solemnized at Bologna, where the

poet resided for some years.
'

Post decimam lux nona tua est, taa templa Sacerdoe

Velat ; et ad numerum tibi tinnula verberat iera ;

Verrit huumm ; legit areolis nova gramma tonsis ;

Et postes vernara facit, frondere columuas ;

Albentes splendere aras, redolere sacellum.*

Thus did he seek to consecrate some efforts of his muse to

* JOAVSES BATTISTA MANTUAJTOS. De saerii disbw.



 

the most worthy spouse of the Virgin Mary, and reputed

Father of the Man God.

This opinion is not devoid of probability, as well from

the second line, which alludes to the custom, peculiar to the

Bolognese, of ringing their bells in regular musical time,0

as on account of the Church of Saint Joseph, which must

be that of Bologna ; as neither in Lombardy nor in the

Romagna, nor in any other of the places where Mantnanus

was, is there any trace of a church then consecrated to Saint

Joseph. The word templa, used by the poet, though plural,

need not imply many churches, as it is a license frequently

used by poets, to use the plural for the singular when the

metre reqnires it.

These facts throw sufficient light on the antiqnity of the

devotion to Saint Joseph at Bologna ; but as they are proofs

not mentioned \)y Papebroke and other foreign critics, we

must have recourse to others to which this exception cannot

be taken. As such we regard the famous constitution of the

church of Bologna, established by Monsignore Bernard, who

was elected Bishop of Bologna in the year 1372, and which

were published by Mgr. Zaneti, vicar and suffragan or auxil-

iar of Cardinal Lorenzo Campegio, Bishop of that city. It

is evident too, that Saint Joseph was invoked publicly in the

litany at Bologna, as Benedict XIV. notes,f and the same

pontiff shows, that Saint Joseph's name was inscribed in the

Roman martyrology before the eighth century. J All this is

an evident proof that devotion to this great Saint was not

unknown among the Latins in the first ages of the Church.

We do not by this pretend to affirm that Saint Joseph was

* TROMRELH, Life of St. Joseph, Part IT. ch. ii. ». H.

t BENEDICT XIV. De Canoaiz. Sanctornm, App. II. to Part II. Lib. V.

J Id. Lib. IV. part 2.
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anciently venerated only in the city of Bologna, for we know-

that the illustrious Peter Natali, in the fourteenth century,

wrote a life of the most holy spouse of the Virgin Mary, in

which he cites a still more ancient biography written by Fray

Bartholomew of Trent, a Dominican, and first author of a

" Sanctoral," a book such as was later styled a "Flos Sancto

rum." This writer states, that he found the feast of Saint

Joseph named, and regularly placed in a very ancient calendar

taken from Eusebius of Cesarea, or according to others, Je

rome of Eusebius, that is, disciple of Eusebius, meaning Saint

Jerome, the Father of the Church.*

Independent even of those monuments, we can demon

strate the antiquity of devotion to Saint Joseph, by the tes

timony of John Gerson, who, writing two letters of exhorta

tion as to the veneration and solemnity of the spouse of the

Virgin Mary, in the first, directed to " a certain person to

have the feast of Saint Joseph, spouse of the Mother of God,

celebrated," he says, that in parts beyond the sea (by which

he apparently means England), the death of Saint Joseph

was celebrated with solemnity on the octave of the Purifica

tion of Our Lady, if not hindered by Septuagesima.f In

the second letter, he exhorts the Duke of Berry to take

Saint Joseph for his advocate and most powerful intercessor

with the Mother of God and her son Jesus Christ, giving the

example of many persons eminent for sanctity and wisdom,

who entertained a singular veneration for the Saint,f In these

* In quodam tamen autiquissimo Knlendario, in CTJRS exordio rubrica poneba-

tur : quod ex vetustis Eusebii Ciesariensis exemplaribus sumptum fuernt, seriptum

reperi fcstum Joseph Sponsi Domimie nostee xiv. Kalendas Aprilis. (BARTHOLOMEW

OK TRENT, Vita Sancti Josephi.)

t GERSON, Epistola ad N. nt celebretur festum Sancti Joseph, conjuyis Sanctite Dei

Gerutricii.

J Sume igitur Domine, et concilia tibi, tandem htee faciens, peculiarem tunm
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same letters, Gerson states that Saint Joseph had a proper

office recited in the church of the Augustinians at Milan,

and a feast in many parts of Germany. But all this cultus

is but a shadow, if compared to the brilliant solemnity which

Saint Joseph has had throughout Christendom since the days

of Gerson, Isidore Isolanus, Saint Bernardine of Siena,

Saint Teresa of Jesus, and Saint Francis of Sales.

Many are they, indeed, who have promoted devotion to

Saint Joseph in the Latin church. According to the Bollan-

dists, whom Tillemont cites approvingly, the Carmelites in

troduced the cultus of the holy Patriarch from the East into

the West.* Gerson promoted it by his writings, and by the

last efforts of his zeal before the Council of Constance ; but

if we must speak ingenuously, Saint Teresa yields to none in

devotion to Saint Joseph ; because this Saint, as Tillemont

and Trombelli § say, by her example and exhortations caused

the feast of Saint Joseph to be celebrated throughout the

whole Catholic Church, with most especial devotion, and

caused the faithful to invoke him unceasingly, and recur to

him in all temptations and necessities, public and private.f

protectorem, amienm bonnm, intercessorem potentem, Sanctum Joseph erga Do-

minam nostram et filium sunra Jesum, nt pervenias de mortali hac vita, ct brevi

peregrinatione ad perennis Glorite civitatem. Clemens VII. in veneratione singulari

habebat Sanctum Joseph sicnt et'mm nostri temporis multi magnie scientite et pro-

bitatis habent et habuerunt, quemadmodum Cardinalis Cameracensis, prteoeptor

mens, &c. (GERSON, Epistohi ad Ducem Bfacrkewem.)

* Bollandus believes that the Carmelites introduced this feast froin the East,

and that the Franciscans having received it in 1 399, it spread to all the Latin

Churches. (TILLEMONT, I. 79.)

t TROMRELLI, Life of SI. Joseph, Part II. ch. ii. numb. 26. Some writers

cited by Bollundus ( Acta, BoUandiana Vindirnta, p. 343. art. 10. § 5.) affirm that the

cultus of Saint Joseph in the Latin Churches is new. If these authors mean the

most solemu and universal cultus, what they say is undoubtedly correct ; but if

they apply their assertion to all the churches, their opinion cannot be admitted, in

consequence of the proofs advanced by us in this chapter.
 



CHAPTER III.

 

OF TIIK MANNER IN WHICH THE FAITHFUL HAVE MANIFESTED

THEIR ESPECIAL VENERATION TO SAINT JOSEPH SINCE

THE BEGINNING OF THE FIFTEENTH CENTURY.

Y three points especially may we know the devotion

jiaid to any Saint : by the feast instituted in his

honor, by the solemnity with which his memory is

celebrated, and by the pious demonstrations where

by the faithful prepare to celebrate his festivity.

There are three feasts of Saint Joseph, instituted

in the Roman Church : the feast of his death or

transit to the other life ; the feast of his espousals with the

Blessed Virgin, and the feast of his patronage. We shall

devote this chapter to the consideration of these feasts.

On the 19th of March, the Roman Church celebrates the

happy transit of Saint Joseph, that is, commemorates the

day on which he passed to another life. As by this solem

 



 

nity the Church celebrates the memory of Saint Joseph, we

may be asked whether he died on that day. Anthony San-

dinus 0 says, that there is nothing certain as to the day of

his death. The Egyptians, or Copts, maintain that he died

on the twentieth of July ; and they not only affirm this in

the fabulous life which they have of the Saint, but also in

their calendars, whose authority is on a par with the life.

Some believe that the Copts fell into error, and confounded

the sponse of the Blessed Virgin with Saint Joseph, the mar

tyr, who is named on the 20th of July, in a breviary of the

thirteenth century, preserved at Bologna in the library of St.

Saviour's. On this point the Bollandists say that both Greeks

and Latins, misled f by the identity of names, have attri

buted to one Saint what belongs to a very different one from

the Saint named in their calendars. Following the Roman

martyrology, with Ado, Usnard, and other ancient calen

dars, the Bollandists place under the twentieth of July, Saint

Joseph, surnamed the Just, who was proposed with St. M-it-

thias for the apostleship left vacant by Judas. From the

prooi's advanced by Papebroke, Trombelli t says that it is

* Jcm ejus vitse supremns dies non minus incertus est, atque ignotus, qunm

setas ejus. (SAxmsrs, de Saneto Jiuepho, § 1 1.)

f Fortassis nti diem, sic et personam confudernnt Orientates illi et qniemnque

mme eos in Italia sequnutur : ommes enim Latini Mm-tyrologii post Adonem et

Usnardum 2() Julii festum Joseph Justi recolunt ejus, qni cum Matthia fnit ad

Apostnlatum pnepositus in locum Judse; (Josepliuua) in Judam glorioso fine con-

ERll m itir.n, nit Rnmanum Martyrologium. Joseph antem Divie Virginis sponsum

cotK'orditer habent ad diem 19 Martii ; quo mortnum ejse Sanctum Joseph uti non

possmuns afiirmare pro certo it;i vero simillime ncgare possumns, ipsum ea die

B. Virginl fuisse conjunctum ; licet desponsationem ejus hahennt iremiiia Csnardi

exeinularia . . . Credibilius est enim, quod apud Nicephorum Evrwlius affirmat,

qnarto post despousationem mense Incarnationein Verbl esse factam, atque adeo

ilium ad mensem Decemhrem pertinere vel saltem nd Jamvirinm (PAi-FimnEE,

ACTA SANCTORUM, Camnent. Histor. 8. Jnseplt', ad Nielu. 1'J. Martii ^ 2. n. 12.)

I TRUMRELLI, part II. ch. iv. num. 2.

 



 

highly probable, if not certain and evident, that the death,

not of Saint Joseph, the spouse of Mary, but of Saint

Joseph the Just, must be placed on the twentieth of July.

And if any feast of the holy Patriarch was celebrated on

that day, we say that it must have been in commemoration

of his arrival in Egypt, or of his departure thence for the

land of Israel. Those ignorant people, uninformed of this,

supposed that their ancestors celebrated on that day the

memory of the death of the most holy spouse of the Mother

of God, and by their ignorance led into error many others

who adopted their calendar.* The Church of Milan cele

brates the feast of Saint Joseph on the twelfth of December,

with a proper preface at Mass. They do this, because, ac

cording to the Ambrosian rite, they cannot celebrate it in

L;nt, and leave it till that period in Advent when mention is

made of the spouse of the glorious Virgin Mary.f The more

ancient martyrologies, and almost all the Latin churches,

commemorate the death of the holy Patriarch on the nine

teenth of March. The practice of the Greek Church throws

no light on the question, because there is no mention in their

breviaries and other ecclesiastical books, of the death of the

most holy spouse of the Mother of God. However, I con

sider it settled by this argument of Trombelli. " Papebroke,

frequently cited by me, and justly held in high regard by the

learned, conjectures that Saint Joseph died at Jerusalem,

* All the Latin Churches celebrate it on the 19th of March, except a few in

Ituly, which do so on the 20th t f July, confounding, as the Bollandists believe,

Saint Joseph the spouse of the Blessed Virgin, and Joseph the Just. (Tn.LE-

MONT I. 79.

t Mediolanenris ecelesia ad diem 12 Deeembris (nee enim Quadragesimie tern-

pore ulla Sanctorum festa celebrnt) secundmm Liturgite Ambnurinme rltum pro-

prium canit S. Josepho pnefa'lonvm in hunc modum : Vere diynum et jusnm est . . .

enjas (Verbi Divini ) Sacm Inmnvttion'* Beatus Joseph Alumma et alter eae meruis,

Sec. (PAPERROEE, ubi supra, § 3. n. 18.)
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where he had gone to venerate the Lord on the solemn day

of the pasch. The conjecture is plausible, and from its tend

ing to fix the death of Saint Joseph on the nineteenth of

March, it is, I see, generally admitted. It may be confirmed

by the very ancient custom of the Church of Bologna, which,

if I am not mistaken, is the first city which publicly vene-

rated Saint Joseph, by celebrating the memory of his death

on the nineteenth of March. Peter de Natali puts it on the

same day, citing Saint Jerome, or as others judge, Eusebius of

C .-sarea, who was reputed in the fourteenth century the first

author of the martyrology. The greater part of the churches

of Italy follow the custom of Bologna. It is evident too,

that the Roman Church celebrates Saint Joseph's death on

the nineteenth of March, and is followed in this by almost all

the Latin churches, which at Lauds on the feast of the illus

trious saint chant the hymn :

Iste, quem Iseti colimus fideles,

Cnjus exceleos canim triumphos,

Hue die Joseph, mernit pereunis

Gaudia vitse.

Worshipped throughout the Chureh to earth 8 far ends

With prayer und solemn rite,

Joseph this day triumphantly ascends

Into the realms of light ;

which expressly conveys the idea that he died on the day on

which his memory is celebrated.

This is the most ancient feast celebrated solemnly by the

Roman Church in honor of Saint Joseph. Before the reform of

the Breviary, which was made during the pontificate of Saint

Pius V., it was celebrated most solemnly with hymns, anti-

phons, and proper lessons, which had been in use since Gorson's

day, these were then retrenched in consequence of the reform,

I

w
i
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as Merati says. Isidore Isolanus, in the early part of the six

teenth century, composed and published an office and mass,

entirely proper to the Saint, adding parts from his work,

" Summa de donis Sancti Joseplu; " but no church that we

are aware of, ever adopted this office and mass. After the

correction of the breviary an office was drawn up, which the

pious Patrignuni mentions in his "II Divoto di San Gui-

8'ppe." I quote his words. " To the barefooted Carmelites

also we owe the office of Saint Joseph, with new hymns, so

devout and sententious as to comprise a summary of all the

most singular prerogatives of this Saint. There lived, at

Rome, Sister Clare Mary of the Passion, a virgin most wor

thy of eternal remembrance, from her renouncing the luxury

and pomp of the Colonna palace, which she left, to embrace

the poverty and contempt of the Crucified One, entering the

strict cloister of Saint Teresa. Imitating the institute and

virtues of her seraphic mother, she endeavored, as far as lay

in her power, to glorify that Joseph, whose glory she had so

zealously promoted. She accordingly began to use all her

influence with the Cardinals, to have the office of Saint Jo

seph celebrated throughout the whole Church as a double of

the second class, as it was by special privilege celebrated by

the order of barefooted Carmelites, and that proper hymns

and antiphons should be inserted. With this view she pre

sented a memorial to the Sacred Congregation of Rites, and

after overcoming various difficulties, it returned to her hands

with a favorable decree, as appears by her life." *

The second feast of Saint Joseph is his sacred espousals.

This festival, it would seem, took its rise in Flanders and in

France, after Gerson f published the office which he com

* TROMRELLI, Life of SI. Jo«ej>h, Part II. ch. iv. Life of Sister Clare Mary of

the Passion. Book fV. ch. viii.

t GEESON, EpietoUi ad Ltoct. Pami PAPERROEE C'fmment, ubi eu/iro, g 2. num. 12.
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posed in compliance with the last will of the pious Canon

Chicquof, who directed by his will, committing the affair to

Gerson, that the Church of Chartres, instead of the anniver

sary, which, according to its foundation, it was to make of

him, it should celebrate the memory of Saint Joseph. After

Gorson's time, permission was given to the Franciscan Order

to celebrate the espousals on the seventh of March, as Pape-

broke shows ; but it was done by reciting the office of the

nativity of the Blessed Virgin, substituting espousals-for na-

tiv'ty, till a new office was drawn up corresponding to the

new solemnity. This favor, accorded to the Franciscans by

Pope Paul III., was extended to other churches and religious

orders, which did not celebrate the espousals on the same day.

Some kept this least in the month of March, others in the

month of December or Jannary, and these meet the approba

tion of Papebroke. The Roman Breviary finally assigned this

solemnity of the espousals of Saint Joseph with the Blessed

Virgin to the twenty-third of January, on which Benedict

XIII. conceded the proper office and mass to the States of

the Church and some kingdoms that solicited it. In the

Spanish kingdoms this feast is celebrated in November.

The third solemnity of the holy patriarch is the feast of

his patronage, concerning the institution of which Trombtlli

says : " When the Church openly recognized that the merits

and dignity of Saint Joseph had raised him to an eminent

degree of glory, she n.>t only frequently invoked him in her

afflictions, but to show the efficacy of his intercession, per

mitted his patronage to be celebrated (for it is certainly

powerful), to show us that the Almighty is more liberal in

granting mercies sought by his Saints, when they are of

greater merit and more exalted dignity. The republic of

Venice was the first State that obtained permission to cele

brate the festival of this patronage on the third Sunday after



 

Easter. The favor was afterwards extended to many religious

Orders and States which solicited it." *

In Mexico it is celebrated on that day ; and in the. city

of Guatimala before its destruction, the least was a most

solemn one, with high mass, panegyric, fireworks and music

at the Church of Saint Joseph. This powerful patronage

was celebrated with equal solemnity in the town of Petapa,

before its inundation, and is now celebrated in the new city

of Barillas to which the inhabitants removed. In the follow

ing chapter we shall speak of other festivals of Saint Joseph,

celebrated through the particular devotion of some pious

souls, who may be styled most happy, in consequence of the

greatuess of the protector, that Saint so intimately connected

with Jesus and his most holy Mother, to whom they conse

crate their hearts, and in whose hands they place their

memorials.

* TEOMRELLI, Part II. ch. vi

<;
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CHAPTER IV.

 

DEVOTION TO SAINT JOSEPH IN THE EMPIRE OF MEXICO, AND

ALL PARTS OF NORTH AMERICA WHICH BELONG TO

THE DOMINIONS OF THE SPANISH KING.

HE Almighty has enriched the flourishing empire of

Mexico with an abundance of the fruit of the earth

and with mines of silver and gold which are world-

renowned ; but these are not the most estimable

treasures of those fair realms, which our American

poets call

Rctazo que sobro del firmamento,

mingling this truth of nature with the usual fictions of poesy.

Other riches shine in that empire, having entered almost with

the first lights of faith which the ancient valor of Spain bore

thither, amid the envy of many nations. The conquest of

that new world began with rare felicity, and that same God,

 



 

m

who had for centuries been ^unknown, began to fill it with

blessings, giving it as a testimony and first pledge of his

cordial love the miraculous picture of Our Lady of Guada-

lupe, that powerfully attractive magnet for the hearts of

Mexicans, who regard that wonderful prodigy, wrought of

roses. as the chain of their greatest felicity. I will not attempt

a description of this wonder, for fear of repeating feebly what

has been so eloquently written by the learned and pious Don

Andres Diego do la Fuente, a native of San Louis Potosi,

but transferred in the last years of his lite from Mexico to the

States of the Church, where, imitating the ancient poets of

Italy, he sang in graceful verse that prodigious painting, in

which Omnipotence seems to have shown its power, to distin

guish that nation by a signal and renowned benefit. No

wonder that Fuantes scatters exotics in his poem, when

Heaven used roses to form the likeness of Our Lady of Gua-

dalupe. In his description he gives us a slight sketeh of the

continual favors and graces, which the Mother of God, por

trayed in that sacred painting, deigns to lavish on her beloved

Mexican children.* This wonder, whereby God sought to

exalt our Mexico, was followed by another signal favor ; be

cause that Lord who is rich in mercy, did not stop at this

first grace, but proceeded to a second, giving it the singular

protection of the spouse of the Mother of God, with which,

from the time of its discovery, our America has been favored.

This special protection and known patronage of Saint Jo-

-

* Quanta per assldnas nuimornm ainresta plorum

DIvitius, et sponte datas, et jure ropensas.

Semper nt optanun Din* ciementia MatHs

Lanru bonum prtestat, protestanturque tabel la*,

Quau mult* in templo pendent, Sed dicere tantam

rermn quls possit carmine ?

DE LA FUENTE, Deseription of th6 picture of Our fsttly of Guattalupe.

1faenaa 1773, part III. c. U
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1

seph over the Mexican empire, is not based on the sand of

that affection, which commonly draws the high-minded towards

the glory of their nation. What I have said, I can confirm by

the decision of a council, celebrated in the New World, and

afterwards approved by the oracle and supreme head of Chris

tendom, as the reader may see in the collection of Labbe, or

in Cardinal Agnirre's collection of councils of Spain and the

New World.0 The words of the third Council of Mexico,

whose acts have been recently published with those of the two

former, are as follows : " Moreover, whereas the devotion of

this province to Blessed Joseph, the spouse of the Virgin

Mary, has been singular, and it may piously be believed that,

on account of the merits and intercession of that saint, New

Spain has been endowed with singular blessings of the Al

mighty, the Provincial Synod of 1555, chose Saint Joseph as

the general patron of this archiepiscopate and province, and

ordered his feast to be observed. The present synod, renewing

and confirming the same, has ordained, that his feast be cele

brated in this province with an octave. If the octave, how

ever, should fall in Holy Week, a commemoration is to be

made till Wednesday." f The decision of this holy council is

an authentic testimony of the special patronage and devotion

of Saint Joseph in the vast Mexican empire, but is not the

* LARRE, Cancilia, xxi. 1015. AOUIRRE, Collect. Concilior. Hispanic et A'ori

Orbis, Tom. IV.

f Porro, qnia singularis fnit in Beatum. Jos"pli Virginic. M::ri:c Sponsum hujus

Provinciie devotio, ob enjus Sancti merita et intereessionem, pie credi potest, Novam

Hispaniam singnlarilms Dei beneficiis donari, provincialis synodus, Anno Domini

1555 celebrnta, Sanctum Joseph in genernlem hnjus Arehiepiscopatus et Provincise

Patronam elegit, ejusque festum coli mandavit. Hsec quoque synodus, idem re-

novans et confirmans, etatnit, ut festura ejusmodi in hac provincia cum octava

celebretur. Si vero octuva in Hebdomndam Majorem incident, de ea usque Hd

feriam qunrtam eeiumemoratio fiat. Candlinm ^fenc•mnm, era pnefnit Areh'rpii-

copia D. 1>. 1'etnu Moyn de Ciuntrmu, amjinrnatum Ramse die 27 Octobrii, anai 1569.



 

only one. Another proof is the anonymous work, entitled,

" Devotion to Saint Joseph in New Spain," generally ascribed

to Father Anthony Paredes, of the diocese of Puebla. This

author says : " On the conquest of this New World, the first

fathers planted devotion to Saint Joseph with the true faith.

The first provincial council celebrated in the metropolis,

chose the Saiut as patron of that rising church, and the third

council, confirming the choice, provided for his veneration

as universal patron, and his due commemoration, as has

hitherto been observed. Our holy faith has daily spread in

thu kingdom, and with it an especial love to the holy patri

arch ; and now by an apostolic indult, whereby the Vicar of

Christ approves the patronage, a day is set apart for celebra

ting his patronage with a proper mass and office. Besides

this, in almost all churches seven masses are chanted, with

great solemnity and great concourse of the faithful, on the

seven days preceding the feast of Saint Teresa, his singular

and most favored client. In some parts seven other masses

are said at another season of the year, in honor of his seven

dolors and joys, with all the usual pomp and public display.

Many magnificent temples have been dedicated to his name in

North America, with many a rich altar where his devotion is

kept up with zeal, nor is there a city, town, or village, that

does not claim his patronage. In these late days, devotion,

which, when solid, is never idle, has consecrated to him the

nineteenth day of each month, in memory of the nineteenth

duy of Ma it , on whu-h the Church celebrates his memory,

and on that day both private and solemn masses are said

with great concourse of the faithful, who hear them and re

ceive Holy Communion." To this little account, given by a

native Mexican, I think it not improper to add the testimony

of a stranger, who, travelling around the world, stopped for

a time in Mexico at the house of a pious priest, Don Alphon-

' -,"-,•, 1,', :
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so Gomez de Robles. This Italian traveller, Gemelli, says :

" In all the churches in the city on Tuesday, the eighth of

October, began the seven high masses in honor of Saint Jo

seph. This devotion originated in the year 1688, in the con

vent of the nuns of Saint Lawrence, and was afterwards fol

lowed by all. They terminate on the fifteenth, the feast of

Saint Teresa, because this Saint is s-ud to have been the

author of the devotion. Dr. Bobles introduced not long

since another devotion, that of celebrating on the nineteenth

of each -month a high mass in honor of Saint Joseph, for

having delivered the city of Mexico from a great earthqnake

which occurred on the nineteenth day of March, 1681." 0

This devotion to Saint Joseph is not confined to the

churches, it flourishes in almost all families, which, in their

domostic devotions are wont to invoke the most holy patri

arch as a signal protector. The custom of honoring the nine

teenth day of each month, began in the imperial city of

II 'xico, but afterwards spread so, that in many churches, one

would suppose it a general jubilee, from the number who

approach the sacraments. The novena of the Saint is made

on the nine days preceding his proper feast, both in churches

and in private houses, after the rosary, which the family usu

ally recite each evening, kneeling. The same veneration

shown in the cities, is testified also in the smaller places and

even in the country parts. I use general expressions, because

all our Mexican America shows eqnal veneration and devotion

to Saint Joseph. Nevertheless, to give some idea of the love

which the inhabitants of North America profess to the holy

patriarch, I will insert the account given me by D.>n Manuel

Florcs, a priest and eye-witness of the solemn devotion to

Saint Joseph.

* GEMELLI, Voyaye aronnd the wrld, VI. ISO.



 

"In the city of Aguascalientes," says this worthy writer,

" there is a singular love and devotion for Saint Joseph. On

the nineteenth of each month, there are so many confessions

and communions in honor of this great Saint, that if they do

not exceed, they at least equal, what we commonly see in

Italy on the most solemn feasts of the Blessed Virgin. On

the same day, the principal streets of the city are lighted up

with torches and lanterns, and a beautiful statue of the Saint

is borne out in procession, during the recitation of the rosary,

with music of a high order at the end of each mystery, corre

sponding in its harmony to the intensity of the devotion.

The music is closed by fireworks that dispel the shades of

night, and by their light and explosion, typify the brilliancy

and power of joy and devotion that inspire all hearts.

On the nineteenth of March, there is a high mass at the

parish church, with music that shows by its melody that art

and its instruments have reached unwearied that distant

land. There are in that city two communities of religious,

in which every day of the novena before the feast, the prayers

of the devotion are recited after high mass. The concourse

of the faithful is excessive, as devotion is general and popula

tion large. At Cienega de Mata, outside of the city, the fes

tival of the Saint is celebrated with even greater affection

and display, as they bring out all the gold and silver conse

crated to the holy patriarch, and this is so much that it

might enrich many churches. I have wituessed the solem

nity, and can aver that it is truly magnificent. The fire

works, which in Spanish America are considered an essential

part of the celebration of the festival of a Saint, cost on

that solemnity more than eight hundred dollars. Another

proof of devotion is the number of statues of devotion to be

found in that rich section, all wrought in the highest style

of art. So highly does the proprietor, Dr. Francis Xavier
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Rencon Gallardo, prize these, that in showing his house (or as

we would say in Italy, his palace) at Aguascalientes, he sets

before the eyes of his guests, most beantiful statues and

paintings of the most holy spouse of the Mother of God."

The town of Agnascalientes belongs to the diocese of

Gnadalajara in New Galicia, and from its abundance and

amenity, a site eqnal, if not superior, to the loveliest gardens

of Italy. By these demonstrations of devotion we may see

the love and devotion to Saint Joseph throughout all Mexi

can America.

The Bollandists say,0 that the glory of the sponse of the

Mother of God is great, not only in heaven, but also on earth,

since Europe has erected to him so many churches, chapels

and altars, that it would be difficult to enumerate them.

They might have said the same of our America, but on ac

count of the distance, those critics were donbtless unaware

of the peculiar and increasing devotion of the Mexican

empire, and all the provinces of the New World, to that

great Saint. Unfortunately, America has the misfortune of

being known only and being belied by strangers for the gold

and silver concealed in the bowels of its earth. Thus far,

I have followed relations which I have had : I will now re

late faithfully what I know otherwise, the devotion, love and

veneration for Saint Joseph in the kingdom, and especially in

the city of Gnatimala, whose beanty, amenity and splendor,

the envy of other cities, were buried in most lamentable rnins

caused in two minutes by the fearful earthqnake of July

29th, 1773. In its day of happiness, which it derived from

 

* Gloria «na nunc ma^na cst ; magna quoque non solum in coelis, fed etiam in

terris postqnam tot ei teiupln per omnem Europam erecto sunt, onntoria et ahm i:ij

nt eornm innucre immernm, difficile est. ACTA SANCTOEUM (PAPERROEE), ad diem

20 Atartii, § 8, p. 18.
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its lovely climate, and the perennial plenty that reigned

around, Saint Joseph had his altar in every church, and a

temple lately commenced. It was not very large, but in

its miniature proportions were combined all the good taste

and elegance of architecture ; and we may say without ex

aggeration, that this most beautiful church of Saint Joseph

was a compendium of the piety of Don Pedro Loaisa, and

the people in the vicinity of the pious and magnanimous city

of Guatimala, which had generously erected the basilicas or

magnifieent churches ruined by the memorable earthquake,

as though the voleanoes were indignant or jealous to see such

magnificent piles tower beside them. The statues of the

holy Patriarch made and venerated there were innumerable,

and of the highest style of art, the work of men acknowledged

as masters in sculpture and carving, some being of wood,

others of Guamanga stone, a most beautiful species of marble

imported from Peru.

These were the veneration of the houses which they

adorned, and still more of the churches, where, on the nine

teenth day of March, the feast of Saint Joseph was celebrated

with such magnificence and solemnity, that no less than

eighteen panegyrics were preached in his honor.

In the other cities, towns and hamlets of the kingdom of

Guatimala, the devotion to Saint Joseph was equally remark

able. In the ancient town of Pctapa, twenty-one miles from

the capital, the feast of Saint Joseph and the feast of his

patronage was most solemnly celebrated with high mass, ser

mon, and the usual displays of fireworks. The city of Petapa

was ruined by an inundation, but the solemnity of the holy

patriarch was not buried in its ruins ; for the beautiful statue

venerated there, was transferred to the new town of Barillas.

From the kingdom of Guatimala, devotion to the holy pa

triarch passed to the province of Nicaragua, where he is

 



 

venerated with great solemnity,- especially in Leon, where one

devout client of Saint Joseph has collected so many statues

of his holy patron, and books treating of him, as to form a

perfect musenm, more precious than the remains of antiqnity

so carefully preserved by others.

Were I to detail duly the devotion to Saint Joseph in the

august city of Puebla, I might fill many chapters ; but leav

ing the complete and exact relation to other pens, which,

trained in that city, can describe it better, I shall merely say

that the second church in that city is the magnificent church

of Saint Joseph, with three naves and a magnificent chapel

of Our Lord. The statue of Saint Joseph, venerated in this

sanctnary, is borne every October to the Cathedra], where it

remains a week during the high masses of Saint Teresa,

celebrated there in his honor, as Patron against hurricanes,

which had been most formidable ; after which it is borne

back by the chapter in solemn procession. The confessions

and communions on the nineteenth of March, not only in

Puebla, but also in all the other cities and large towns of onr

America, are bjhekl with admiration, and cannot be estimated.

In the city of Merida, the capital of the bishopric and

government of Yucatan, devotion to Saint Joseph is placed

as it were on a triumphal car. The Cathedral celebrates

with the greatest magnificence and solemnity his feast, the

nineteenth of March, the feast of his patronage, and especially

that of his espmsals, in thanksgiving for the victory gained

on the 20th of November over the confederated Indians. In

another church and college of the same capital, the seven

masses of Saint Teresa were said in October, besides a mass

on the nineteenth day of every month, accompanied by vari

ous spiritnal exercises, established by the piety of the Meri-

dans. Nor can we omit the triduum and eloquent panegyric,

with which the citv of Zamora in Michoacan consecrates

 



 

itself to the most pure spouse of the glorious Virgin Mary

and putative father of the Man-God.

I will crown this chapter by a most general proof of the

love and veneration for the holy Patriarch throughout all our

America, which is the custom of the people honoring their

children in baptism or confirmation with the happy name of

Joseph, adding it to the first name. This is so frequent, that

when ignorant of a person's name, they always call one

Joseph.
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CHAPTER V.

DEVOTION TO sAINT JOSEPH IN CANADA AND THE UNITED

STATES.

finer,,

FTER so florid and detailed an account of the devo

tion to Saint Joseph which characterizes the south

ern or Spanish portion of our northern Continent, I

' cannot refrain from inserting here a sketeh of that

devotion, as it rose with the settlement of New

France, and spread over the continent, from the

mouth of the Saint Lawrence to the borders of Mexico.

Of this country, Saint Joseph was specially pointed out

by heaven as the patron and protector, and as such he is still

venerated in Canada. The venerable Mother Mary of the

Incarnation, foundress of the Ursuline Convent of Quebec^

and styled for the sublimity of her contemplation, and the

activity of her zeal, no less than for her talents, the Teresa of
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New France, was, while in France, especially called in a vision

to labor in Canada, and saw Saint Joseph as the patron of

the country where she was to close her life and labors. This

she soon learned to be Canada, to which country she embarked

in 1639.0 Her companion was Mother Mary of St. Bernard,

who, burning with a desire of accompanying the colony which

was to found a convent in the New World, had recourse to

Saint Joseph, when her own timidity, the opposition of her

superior and the refusal of her parents, prevented her. Con

trary to every expectation her prayer was heard, and, assuming

the name of Sister Mary of Saint Joseph, she adorned the

western world with her sanctity and virtues, and died the

object of public veneration.f

Prior to this the Jesnit Fathers, summoned to the Cana

dian mission, had regarded Saint Joseph as the patron of

North America, and as such every where propagated his devo

tion, applying to him for the graces which they especially

needed for themselves or for those confided to their ministry.^

In 1633 they founded, under Father John de Brebenf, their

first mission among the Hurons, and dedicated it to Saint

Joseph ; nor did the name expire even with the rnin of the

village Ihonatiria where it was situated : a new Saint Joseph's

soon appeared, and continued for years, § till in its fall it gave

the first martyr of the mission in the person of Father

Daniel.

Their first stationary Algonqnin mission, too, that at

Sillery near Quebec, also bore the name of Saint Joseph, and

had the intentions of the holy founder been carried out,

* CHARLEVOIX, Vie do la ven. M Marie del' Incarnation, 17">, 201.

t Id. 230-4.

J Shea, History of the Ca'holir Missions, 17fi. Relation Hurnnne. 1637.

§ Id. 173-178. Relation de a- qni »' est posse 1636. Id. 1638. Ganger's

Letters.
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the Abnaki mission of Saint Francis would also bear the

name.*

Many of these early missionaries were spiritual children, or

at least imbued with the spirit of Father Lonis Laleniant,

that singularly devout client of Saint Joseph, who never

failed to obtain a favor solicited from his powerful patron.f

Among these missionaries we may name Father Paul Rague-

nean, long superior of the mission in Canada, and Father

Peter Mary Joseph Chaumonot ; the founder of the confra

ternity of the Holy Family still existing in Canada. He

accompanied Mother Mary of the Incarnation across the

Atlantic in 16'39, and experienced the protection of Saint

Joseph ; for, as an iceberg was about to crush the ship that

bore the missionaries with the Ursulines and Hospital Nuns,

they made a vow to Saint Joseph, and miraculously escaped

the death which seemed inevitable.^ And at an earlier date

he owed to Saint Joseph his admission into the Society of

Jesus, when a perpetnal headache seemed to offer an obstacle

that caused his superiors to hesitate.§ The very next year

Father Rene Menard with another holy colony were about to

perish in a violent storm, but were rescued from a watery

grave by the powerful protection of the Saint, who preserved

them to labor in the lan,"l committed to his patronage.||

Even before this the Recollect Fathers, the pious sons of

the seraphic Saint Francis of Assisi, had initiated their Cana

dian missions by giving to the first child of the Algonqnin

race whom they baptized, the name of the holy spouse of

Mary : ^[ the first Iroquois, whose baptism is recorded by the

* BRESSANI, Relation Abregi-e, 297-9. t LALEMANT, Spiritnal Doctrine, p. 16.

J MOTHER JUCHEREAC, Ilistoire de F Hatei Disa de Qncber, p. 8.

§ CIIAUMONOT, AnlMoyraphy.

|| Relation de la Nanvelle France, 1639-40 CREUXIUS, Uiftoria Canadenai.

*h LE CL.ERCQ. Etablissement de la Foi, I. 130.
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Jesuit missionaries, received too the same blessed name,*

and one of their first Huron converts was the saintly Joseph

Chihatenhwa, whose life was so modelled on that of the holy

Patriarch that the missionaries after his death invoked his

intercession.f At Montreal, too, the first Indian, baptized

and married in facie ecclesiee, received the name of Joseph.^

As the apostolic labors extended, the name of Saint Joseph

was given to new missions, to islands, to rivers, to mountain

and highland. St. Joseph Isle lay in Georgian Bay, St.

Joseph's river entered Lake Michigan, and missions of Saint

Joseph hallowed the land of the Cayugas and the plains of

the Miamis ; and men of every tribe, in war and pestilence

and famine, sought, nor in vain, the aid of Saint Joseph.

The devotion to Saint Joseph, which thus characterized

the first Apostles to Canada, was perpetuated by their suc

cessors. The Sulpitians propagated a devotion so dear to the

heart of Mr. Olier,§ and inspired the various communities at

Montreal, as the Jesuits and Seminary Priests had inspired

those at Three Rivers and Quebec, to turn in their necessities

to Saint Joseph. Devotion to Saint Joseph and to the Huly

Family was the great motive of the settlement of Montreal,

where Father Chaumonot founded, as we have seen, a sodality

to honor Jesus, Mary, and Joseph. The Hospital at Mon

treal is directed by Hospital Nuns of Saint Joseph, an order

founded at La Fleche in France by Mile. Marie de la Ferre,

through the exertions of M. de La Danversiere, a devout

client of Saint Joseph, who had already erected a chapel and

formed a sodality to honor his holy Protector. He had

indeed been supernaturally shown that he was to found an

* CHARLF.VOIN, Histmre de In Noncelle France, I. 328.

t SHEA, History of the Catholic Miaiom, 178. Garnier's letters.

J FAILI.ON, Vie de Mile. Mance, I. 36.

§ FAILLON, Vie de Alme. d' Yoncille, 277.
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order to honor Saint Joseph, as guide and tutor of Jesus

Christ the poor, king of the poor, and founder of Evangelical

poverty.* Mother Jumean, one of the earliest members of

the order, destined long to be superior at Montreal, devoted to

the sick in this congregation a life and health which Saint

Joseph had restored to her by a miracle.f The devotion of

Margaret Brurgeoys, the foundress of the Sisters of the Con

gregation, towards Saint Joseph and the Holy Family, is well

known : and one of her successors, Sister Barbier, in 1697

made a pilgrimage to place the Congregation under the

patronage of Saint Joseph, and received the assurance that

the Spouse of the Mother of God would never withhold his

protection.^ It would not be easy to detail the marks of

devotion manifested towards the Holy Patriarch by the Ursu-

lines, Hospital Nuns, Gray Sisters and Sisters of the Congre

gation. Nor has this devotion been unrewarded. Even in

our day, a Sister of Charity at Quebec bears the name of

Saint Joseph, to commemorate a miraculous restoration to

health which she obtained by a novena to the foster-father of

Jesus ; a novena undertaken when all hope of recovery was

past, undertaken almost reluctantly through holy obedience.

So sudden was her cure, that the Vicar-General, who had

seen her dying, first knew of her recovery by finding her

ministering at the bedside of the Archbishop, who was also

stretehed on a bed of pain.§

Nr>r has the United States been devoid of veneration for

this great Saint. The oldest church in the part formerly

under British rule, is the little church of Saint Joseph's in

* FAHLLOW, Vie de Mile. Maner, I. i.-xxxvi. HALYOT, Hiatoire des ordns Rtli-

yieux (Edu. Migne), II. 702. DE COURCY, Les Servantes de Dicu en Canada. 33.

f FAHLIXHf, Vie de Mil?. 3fance, If. 23.

I FAILUIN, Vie ds In Sattr Houryeoa If. 128.

g Memoir kindly furnished me by the Very Rev. C. F. C azeaux.



 

Philadelphia, dedicated to the Saint almost a century and a

quarter since,* and destined to become, we may say, the cradle

of the Visitation Order founded beneath its shadow by the

venerable Alice Lalor.

Mother Seton, in founding her order which has wiped away

so many a tear from the eye of wretcheduess, which has edu

cated so many, cared for so many orphans, and in the hour of

pestilence given so many martyrs to charity, wished her com

munity to be called " Sisters of Saint Joseph," for " it was

the dictate of her piety to place herself and society, sisters

and children, under the protecting care of Saint Joseph, the

faithful Guardian of the Son of God on earth," f and those

who followed her rule always bore the name of Sisters of

Charity of St. Joseph, and the mother house at Emmetsburg

still glories in the name.

Still more recently Sisters of St. Joseph, of a congrega

tion founded in France about the middle of the seventeenth

century, has spread its houses over many States in the Union,

renewing the devotion of the faithful to the spouse of Mary,

no less by name than by their holy lives. It was, too, to the

patronage of Saint Joseph, who appeared to her in childhood,

that Miss Allen, a daughter of the celebrated Ethan Allen,

though brought up in the desolating doctrines of infidelity

which her father professed, owed her vocation to the faith,

and still more to the religious state ; for she died a Sister of

Saint Joseph at the Hotel Dien in Montreal, an edifying

member of the congregation founded by Mother Mary de la

Ferre.^

Nor have the prelates and clergy been less devout to the

" DF. Conner, The Cnthnlie Church in the United States, 210.

t WHITE, Lifs of Mrs. Eliai A. tie/on, (1st ed.) p. 254.

J FAILLON, Vie de MUe. Manes, II. 298.
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Patron of North America. We need here but cite the name

of the venerable and saintly Bishop Flaget of Bardstown and

Lonisville. In confirmation he assumed the name of Joseph

from his devotion to the spouse of the Immaculate Mary, and

his biographer, the learned Doctor Spalding, now Bishop of

Lonisville, says : " Towards Saint Joseph he cherished a

t^iWSr devotion ; he confidently committed himself and all

his spiritual children and friends to his patronage, frequently

breathing the prayer : ' Saint Joseph, my Patron, pray for

all the friends who have thought of me.' " 0

Churches, colleges, convents, Societies and Sodalities in

various parts, which it would be long to enumerate, cover the

land, and attest the increase of devotion to the illustrious

Saint Joseph.f

Let us each, in our own sphere, do all we can to propagate

so consoling a devotion, the progress of which the eloquent

Faber thus beautifully describes :

" Devotion to St. Joseph lay as it were dormant in the

Church. Not that there was any thing new to be known

about him, or any fresh revelation to be made of him. He

belonged exclusively to the Sacred Infancy. The beginning

of St. Matthew's Gospel contained him. By two evangelists

hic had been left in complete silence, and the third had barely

named him in the genealogy. Tradition held some scanty

notices of him ; but they had no light but what they borrowed

from St. Matthew. All we have now of St. Joseph was there

then ; only the sense of the faithful had not taken it up ;

God's time was not yet come. The sense of the faithful was

X

* BISHOP SPAIJHNO, Life of the Rt. Rev. Benedict Joseph Placet, 23, 101.

t Five of the thirty Catholic colleges iu the United Slates bear the name of St..

Joseph.

 



 

not like the complete science of the apostles. It was not

equal to it : it had to grow to it, to master it, to fill it out

with devotions, to animate it with institutions, to submit to

it as a perfectly administered hierarchy. But God's time

came for this dear devotion ; and it came like all His gifts,

when times were dark and calamities were rife.

" Beautiful Provence ! it rose up in the west from your de

lightful land, like the cloud of delicate almond blossom that

seems to float and ehinc between heaven and earth over your

fields in spring. It rose from Confraternity in the white city

of Avignon, and was cradled by the swift Rhone, that river of

martyr memories, that runs by Lyons, Orange, Vienne and

Aries, and flows into the same sea that laves the shores of

Palestine. The laud which the contemplative Magdalen

had consecrated by her hermit life, and where the songs of

Martha's school of virgins had been heard praising God, and

where Lazarus had worn a mitre instead of a grave-cloth, it

was there that he, who was so marvellously Mary and Martha

combined, first received the glory of his devotion. Then it

spread over the Church. Gerson was raised up to be its

doctor and theologian ; and St. Theresa to be its saint ; and

St. Francis of Sales to be its popular teacher and missioner.

The houses of Carmel were like the holy house of Nazareth to

it, and the colleges of the Jesuits its peaceful sojourns in dark

Egypt. The contemplative took it up and fed upon it : the

active laid hold of it, and nursed the sick and fed the hungry

in its name. The working people fastened on it, for both the

saint and his devotion were of them. The young were drawn

to it, and it made them pure ; the aged rested on it, for it

made them peaceful. St. Sulpice took it, and it became the

spirit of the Secular Clergy. And when the great Society of

Jesus had taken refuge in the Sacred Heart, and the Fathers

of the Sacred Heart were keeping their lamps burning ready



 

for the resurrection of the Society, devotion to St. Joseph was

their stay and their consolation, and they cast the seeds of a

new devotion to the Heart of Joseph, which will some day

flourish and abound. So it gathered into itself orders and con

gregations, high and low, young and old, ecclesiastical and lay,

schools and confraternities, hospitals, orphanages and peniten

tiaries, every where holding up Jesus, everywhere hand in hand

with Mary, every where the refreshing shadow of the Eternal

Father. Then when it had filled Europe with its odor, it went

over the Atlantic, plunged into the damp umbrage of the back

woods, embraced all Canada, became a mighty missionary

power, and tens of thousands of savages filled the forests and

the rolling prairies at sundown with hymns to St. Joseph,

the praises of the foster-father of onr Lord."

\

 



CHAPTER VI.

 

OF THE RELIC8 AND PORTRAITS OF SAINT JOSEPH

first portrait of the putative father of Jesus and

most holy spouse of the Blessed Virgin, was a sketch

of the Divine pencil, which deigned with infinite wis

dom to sketch it in the fortunes of that ancient Jo

seph, the prime minister of the Egyptian monarchy,

regarded as the father of Pharao, who was sovereign

of that empire. Of the portraits made by art, it is not easy

to say when precisely they begun ; but we may conjecture

that antiquity, so appreciative of painting and so accustomed

to portray great men and friends, would not deny the puta

tive father of Jesus this honor. Paintings were anciently

prohibited among the Jews, and so we find no pictures of

Saint Joseph in Judea ; but we may easily conceive that his

form was portrayed by the Egyptians, and others who did not
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live under the laws and ceremonies of the Jews. Hyacinth

Serri, and other modern critics, cited aud refuted by the pious

Cistercian Abbot, John Sianda, deny the antiqnity even of

those images and celebrated paintings mentioned by Eu.sebius

of Cesarea, and other critics of better taste than Serri, whose

extravagant opinions are well known. Although it is not my

province to substantiate the order of the pictures of the Holy

Family, nevertheless, I give in a note the remarks of the

Abbot Sianda against those austere critics, and in favor of

crediting the antiqnity of the paintings, which represent

Christ and His most holy Mother.0

* Sai.it Lake wns an excellent painter : hence he had every facility for porrray-

in^ both our Savionr nnd the Blessed Virgin for the cousolation of the faithful.

The portrait sent by Chr'st to Ahgnrns is supposed however not to have been drawn

by human hands, bnt to have been miraculously imprinted on a cloth which Cbrist

held to his face. This was long preserved at Edesai, thence trausferred to Con

stantinople, and finally to Rome . . . Saint Luke painted several portraits of the

Blessed Virgin ... He was not only a painter, bnt a sculptor. Modern critic* ab

solntely deny thnt Saint Luke was a painter, hut many classic anthors hold the

contrary. It is not convincing to tell us that in that age painting had declined

and was in little use, because the same can be said of medicine in that age, when

it consisted at most in the use of the bath and some herbs to check all diseases :

yet Saint Luke is canonized as the mrst dear physician of Saint Paul . . . Nor is

it suffieient'to say that painting was forbidden among the Hebrews, and that Saint

Luke consequently conld not have pninted the Blessed Virgin's portrait ; for he was

a Greek, not a Hebrew, born at Antioch, and taught painting by the Greeks, with

whom it was a most honorable and common art. We have very ancient tablets

which represent Saint Lnkc painting her portrait . . . O that our modern critics,

who attack ancient traditions, wonld apply to themselves the words of Saint Ber

nard : Qnid sibi tutins revelatum jactant, quod tot eftugerit Sanctos, pneterierit

sapientes —" What is this which they boast of as so safely revealed to them, after

escaping so many saints, so many learned men ? " So too of this story (he speaks

of the monk Luke, said by these critics to have nourished in the eighth century,

and to be the anthor of the paintings ascribed to Saint Luke.) It is proved to a,

demonstration that, long before the year 800, miraculous images of the Blessed

Virgin were venerated in the West. SIANDA (Cistereian Abbot), Lifs of th? Blessed

, ch. xli.

 



 

With regard to the portraits of Saint Joseph, I concede

to the assailants of ancient paintings, that Saint Joseph was

not portrayed in the first ages of the Church ; hut no one

will dare to deny that, in the last four centuries, devotion has

consecrated to Saint Joseph more statues and paintings than

antiquity did in fourteen. To what part of Christendom

shall we go, where there are not statues and paintings of

Saint Joseph ? What house is so unblest, what family so

unhappy, as not to have some picture of the most holy spouse

of the Mother of God ? In the Catholic States of Europ?,

and especially in Italy, we see and admire at every step excel

lent paintings, as well in churches as in palaces and private

houses, among which the two paintings preserved at Bologna

are the finest, respected as triumphs of art in that city where

nothing common can win admiration. One is a fresco, repre

senting the death of Saint Joseph, attended by Jesus and

Mary, in the Monte chapel in the church of Saint Catherine

of Bologna. This work, according to Trombelli, is due to

the pencil of the famous Franceschini, and has been repeat

edly copied.* The other painting is without the church of

the barefooted Carmelites on the Strada llomana, or highway

leading to Rome.

In the imperial city of Mexico and in Puebla, it would be

difficult to count the paintings of Saint Joseph, produced to

the general applause by the Apelles of the New World. The

names of these painters are usually on their works, and are

Ibarra, Correa, Cabrera, Vallejo, Rodriguez, Morlet of Mex

ico, Carnero, Berrueco, Gutierrez, Talavera, and Majon of

Puebla.

The relics of this great Saint are not like statues and pic

tures ; these can scarcely be enumerated, and the former are

* TROMRELLI, Part II. eh. xxi. num. 6.
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very few. No part of Saint Joseph's body has been found in

this world ; hence, it is commonly believed that his body, united

to his soul, is in heaven. But several churches venerate what

are called sanctified relics. Perugia, a city of Umbria, in

the States of the Church, has the rare happiness of possess

ing the nuptial ring given by Saint Joseph to the Blessed

Virgin in token or pledge of marriage. Papebroke and Sam-

dinus mention this relic.0 Sedelmayr adds, that the ring is

kept in a golden shrine with eleven keys, and he states, more

over, that it has a proper feast, and that it is more ancient

than the feast of the espousals,f A more detailed account

of this relic will be found in the work of Pope Benedict

XIV., on the feasts of the Blessed Virgin.^

The Camaldolese fathers, at Florence, have in their Church

of the Angels a staif of Saint Joseph, said to have been pre

sented to their father-general, Ambrose, by Gregory, Patri

arch of Constantinople, elected in the year 1446 ; and who,

seeing his people most obstinate in their schism, abandoned

them and came to Rome, bringing, as Philip Venuti says,§

many precious relics, still preserved in Italy, and among

others, as is most probable, in the opinion of Trombelli, this

staff which Ambrose placed in his church, as a precious relic

received from the hands of that patriarch. Severe critics do

not recognize this relic, not being satisfied with this proof,

which is based simply on the statement of the father-general.

• Sunt hsec apud Bollandos: annnlum, virjfinalia conjugii arrham miracalis pro-

batum, servari Perusii in Umbria. (SANDINUS, Hal. Sacra FamHia, 397, § 12 )

t Festum annuli est longe antiquius festo Desponsationis, sicut enim religiose

raeilo osservatur Pernsii in eapsula aurea sub unilecim clavium enstodia, ac ibidem

colitur oultu respectivo sub traditione accepta a prituitiva Ecclesia.

d ^V/artnma, nwm 2249.)

J BENEHKT XIV., Defftla B. M. V. Part IT. % 3.

§ PHILIPPUS VENLTI, Diaiert. 6. de Crnce Curtonensi.
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Nevertheless, Father Ricca relates some miracles wrought by

the application of this staff.0

In the Church of Saint Cecilia, at Rome, beyond the

Tibjr, is venerated a portion of the chlamys or cloak of

Saint Joseph, in which he received the new-born Saviour, and

another in the Church of Saint Athanasia, with a cloth of

many colors, part of another mantle of Saint Joseph, in which

Jesus was wrapped at his birth.f A considerable portion of

this was cut off for the discaleeated Carmelites of Antwerp. In

Bologna, at the Church of Saint Joseph, which is towards

M mtagnola, is preserved a portion of the garment of the

holy patriarch, and in the Church of Saint Dominic, a small

portion of his cloak.^ In the chapel of the Pueblo Tepot-

zatlan, in the vicinity of Mexico, is also venerated a very

small portion of this mantle. It resembles in color the

chlamys or cloak venerated in the Church of Saint Athanasia

at Rome. There are other relics at the Santa Casa of Lo-

retto, common to the foster-father of Jesus and his most holy

spouse, which are there shown and exposed to the veneration

of pilgrims.

* P RICCA, Della Chiete Florentine, If. 77.

t PAPERROEE, Acta Sanctornm, ad diem 19 Martii, p. 19. num. 5fi.

J MASINA, Bolonia perliutrata.
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CHAPTER VII.

PATRONAGE OF SAINT JOSEPH.

AINT BERNARD, speaking of the saints in his

sermons, says that they were born to instruct us by

their example, and died to enter heaven and become

the protectors of those still in this world.0 This

expression of Saint Bernard applies to all the saints,

and in an especial degree to the father of Jesus, and most

worthy spouse of Mary, who, after enlightening the world

with the rare example of his humility, love of God, faith,

constancy, purity and obedience, ascended triumphantly with

his risen Son to heaven, to be seated near that throne at which

the memorials of our petitions are presented and urged.

* " In terns visus est, ut esset exemplo : in coelum levatus est, at sit pHtro-

cinio."—" He wns seen on earth to be an example ; he was raised to heaven to be

a patron." (SAINT BERNAED, Sermo de S. Fietore.)
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Hence we may in a manner say, availing ourselves of the

words in which the Evangelist Saint JoLn describes the in

tercession of Jesus,* we have an advocate who receives our

petitions, that from his hands they may pass to those of

Christ, and from His to His Father's. Gerson calls Saint

Joseph a powerful intercessor with his spouse the Blessed

Virgin, and her Son Jesus.f Bernardino de Bustos, beside

the intercessory powers, places in his hand J one of the keys

of Paradise, and might put all ; for it seems by the effects,

that the Almighty has placed all this world under the empire

or shadow of his putative father, represented by that Joseph

to whom Pharao committed all his monarchy, reserving only

precedency and the rights of the throne. The Hebrews said

anciently that the Lord God of Israel had reserved to himself

four keys : the key of generation or life ; the key of suste

nance ; the key of rain, and the key of the grave or resurrec

tion ; but after Saint Joseph was honored with the ministry

of our redemption, invested with the character and authority

of spouse of Mary, and all the rights of a father over the

Man-God, all the keys were, as his favors show, placed in his

haiiils.§ A divine liberality and favor, which we may con

firm by an eloquent passage of Trombelli, who, speaking of

the patronage of Saint Joseph, says : " Long since have the

faithful begun to acknowledge and publish the efficacy of

Saint Joseph's intercession, so that Gerson || invoked his pa

* We have an advocate with the Father. (I. John ii.)

t GERSON, Epiaitila ad Dncem Bituricrnsem.

I Cum ChrisDe haberet ciaves paradisi et unam dederit Mntri srne, dedit et

unam suo Patri Joseph. (BERNARDINE DE BUSTOS, Maria!. Serm. 22.)

;: Pulehre Hebnei notant, Denm sibi soli quatuor claves naturte reservusse :

prim > est clavis vitie, sen generationis, ut patet ex Gen. xxx. 1 ; seennda, clavis

alinmuu;u, Psalm exliv. 16; tertia, ulavis plnviarnm (Dent. xxviii. 12.); quarto est

chwis sepulehrorum (Ezech. xxxvii. 12.) TIRIINUS, in Uen. xxx. 2.

|| GERSON, sub finem Jmepliina.

 



 

tronage not only for himself, but also for the afflicted Church,

expressly protesting his irrefragable conviction, that the most

potent intercession of the holy spouse of the Mother of God

was to restore to the Church that peace and serenity of which

the great schism had deprived it. " Illustrious patriarch Jo

seph, renowned descendant of David," says this holy chancellor

invoking onr saint, " gnardian of Mary, faithful minister of

Jesus, who didst know that mystery which the first ages knew

not ... I implore thee to look with kindly eyes on this

unhappy world, disturbed with so many evils, &c."

Saint Bcrnardine of Sienna closes his panegyric imploring

the patronage of Saint Joseph no less fervently than Gerson

did. I add his very words, that his petition may serve as a

light and gnide, to enable us to recur in our afflictions to an

advocate so powerful with Jesus and Mary. " Remember us,

0 blessed Joseph, and by the power of thy prayers with thy

reputed Son, intercede for us, and obtain also favor for us with

that Virgin, thy most happy spouse, who was Mother of a

Son, who reigns with the Father and the Holy Ghost for ever

and ever. Amen."

 

I
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CHAPTER VI

 

THE PATRONAGE OF SAINT JOSEPH 19 UNIVERSAL, AND IS THE

MOST POWERFUL AMONG THE INTERCESSIONS OF

THE SAINTS.

N the person of the Blessed Virgin* the Man-God

gave mortals a universal mother, the Evangelist St.

'J'V^tJ? John, taking possession in the name of all,f and in

the amiable spouse of the Mother of God, there was given to

the human lineage by the most benign Father, that same

* " Maria nnn solum fuit Mater Christi sinjfularia, sed mater omuium fidelium

universalis"—" Mary was not only the single Mother of Christ, but also the uni

versal mother of nil the faithful." (ST. BONAVENTURE, Kpsctilim, eh viii.)

t " Then he saith to his disciple, Behold thy mother : and from that hour the

disciple took her to his own." (John xix. 27.) " Mystice intelligimus in Joanne

omues animas electorum, quorum per electionem Virgo facta est mater."—" In

John we mystically understand all the souls of the elect, whose Mother the Blessed

Virgin became by election." (ST. BERNARDINE OP SIF.NNA, Tom. I. Serm. 55.)
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Joseph who was chosen to ba the gnardian and father of the

Word made flesh. That is to say, that the patronage of Saint

Joseph is a patronage extending to all, like paternity, which

comprehends and embraces all men.0 By this grace where-

wi;h the Almighty vouchsafed to honor man, we must believe

that the patronage of Saint Joseph is universal, as well from

the person to whom it is directed, as for the benefits which he

obtains of heaven, without excepting any class of necessities.

In the benefits, of which we shall speak presently, and which

the world confesses its receiving through the intercession of

the father of Jesus and spouse of the Virgin Mary, we have

constant evidences of this universal patronage. But I wish

to add the anthority of some theologians, cited in favor of

his opinion by Sjdehmayr. Joseph, says this theologian ,f is

the general advocate in all our necessities. So have great

divines thought, and their opinion is upheld by four proofs,

based on the dignity and renowned merits of him who was

guardian and reputed father of the Man-God, and who was

prefigured in that Joseph, at whose disposal the king of

* As God wished Snint Joseph to stand in the place of a father to his Son, so

He gnve him the grace of paternity towards all men. (SlSTER MAODALEN OF ST.

JOSEPH. See her Life, Honk If. ch. iv.J

t Sanctus Joaephna est pntronus universalis pro omnibus nccessitatibus. Ita

Carthagena (Lib. xviii. homiliu 14.) aUegoni pro se testes omni exeeptione majnres.

Probatur lo. ex scriptura, in qna expressc dicitur: Qniilqnid peiieritis Pairem inno-

minf mm, kxfaeiam, nt yharijicetur Paler in Jllio, (Joan. xiv. 1 3.) ft si qnid pctieritis

Piitrcm in nomine meit tha,bit ivsbi's . . . Vere tamen etiam intelligi possunt in sensu

literali de S. Josepho, qnia, nt S Augustinus (Doetrina Christiana, Lib. III. c. 27.)

ait: Omnis seiuiu sedifirntirai chnritaJii et mm contrar»a contertni, prcevuiu fail a

Spirilu Sancto. Probatur 2o. ex Genesi xli. 5G, diritur univorsaliter : lie ad Jos'ph.

Sii-ut autem hoc de prorege -Egypti dictum cst ; ita etiam intelligendum cst de S.

Josopho Marix sponso . . . Tum quod ille hujus sit figura, figuratum autem semper

pnevnlent figurcs ; turn quod sub hoc dicto : He ad Joseph, uterque Joseph liternli-

ter intelligi possit, cum Christus Dominus, si velit, nos convertl ad nnmm ex Sanctis

pro nostra necessitate, tune certe nos mittet ad Joseph : lie ad Joseph. (SEDEL-

M .VVE, Theoloyia Marian. Part II. q I. art. 17. n. 993 )
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Egypt placed all the graces and favors that his vassals could

ask of their sovereign. " Go to Joseph," was the answer of

Pharao to the memorials presented at his throne, the Almighty

signifying by this disposition the future greatuess of another

Joseph, who was to be the spouse of the queen of heaven and

earth, father of Jesus, and the confidential servant of his

Lord. And we even believe, says Sedelmayr, that Joseph's

authority is so great iu heaven, and so great the gratitude

which Christ shows him for the love and fidelity with which

he accompanied him for the space of thirty years, that he re

quires the petitions of other saints to pass through the hands

of Saint Joseph, and that he should, in our way of expressing

it, state to the Eternal Father the substance of the petitions,

which, when adjusted to what maybe duly sought, are granted

without limitation, and with such promptitude, that God

seems to obey Saint Joseph, when he entreats him as spouse

of Mary and putative father of the Incarnate Son.

This solid and pious doctrine of Sedelmayr has in its favor

the great authority of Saint Teresa, who, relying on experience,

has left us in writmg a most beautiful and complete history

of the general patronage of Saint Joseph in these words,

which by their very simplicity manifest the truth : " I took

for my advocate and master the glorious Saint Joseph, and I

recommended myself much to him. Then I felt to a demon

stration that this my father and master had delivered me both

from this affliction, and from still greater ones in point of

honor and the loss of my soul, granting me far more than I

had asked. Up to this time I cannot remember having asked

him for any thing which he did not obtain. The great favors

which Our Lord has done me by the intercession of this

blessed saint, and the dangers of soul and body from which

he has delivered me. fill me with awe and wonder. It

seems that to other saints Our Lord has given power to
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succor us in only one kind of necessity ; but this glori

ous saint, I know by my own experience, assists us in.

all kinds of necessities : hence Our Lord, it appears, wishes

us to understand that, as he was obedient to him when on,

earth (for he was called his father, and being as it were his

tutor, he could command him), so now in heaven he grants

him whatever he asks. Many persons, whom I have advised

to commend themselves to Saint Joseph, have experienced

this . . . Would that I could persnade all men to "be

devout to this glorious saint by reason of the great experience

I have had of the blessings which he obtains from God. I

have never known any one who was truly devoted to him,

who performed particular devotions to his honor, that did not

advance more in virtue, for he assists in a special manner

those souls who recommend .themselves to him. It seems to

me that for years I have no.t asked any thing in this respect

that has not been granted. And when my petition has not

been well ordered, the saint has directed it to my greater

good. Were I capable of giving authority to what I write, I

should detail the benefits which this glorious saint has done me

and others ... I only request, for the love of God, that

whoever will not believe me, will test the truth of what I

say ; for he will see by experience, how great a blessing it is to

recommend one's self to this glorious Patriarch and be devout

to him. Those chiefly who are given to prayer should be

attached to him, and take him as a master and director, so as

not to err."0

Such are the words of the seraphic mother, and they urge

us to seek with him consolation in our tribulations, that, con

soled by him, we may, like Saint Teresa, console those who

are oppressed on all sides. What patronage among tho

* Sr. TERESA, Lite, c. vi.

 



 

blessed can DO considered more general ? This is realizing,

perfectly, the meaning of the words " beautiful tree," which,

according to those skilled in Hebrew, are the interpretation

of the name Joseph,* for by his universal succor he extends

his shadow to the four quarters of the globe; excepting no

man, and no man's necessities. The Scythians said to Alex

ander : " Had the gods given thee a body as great as the

thoughts of thy soul and the desires of thy heart, thou

wouldst lay one hand on the East and another on the West."f

But we can in more truth say, that, as the intercession and

patronage of Saint Joseph is proportioned to his title of

father of Jesus and spouse of the Queen of the Elect, he has

one hand on the East and the other on the West ; because

the influence of his protection extends over the wh ile world,

enlightening and doing good to all, with so much liberality;

that we must consider as more than fulfilled in Saint Joseph

that sentence of the generous Titus, the Roman Emperor,!

who used to say, that no one should leave the presence of a

prince disconsolate, and that the day was lost in which his

subjects had not reaped some benefit from his hand.

The second part of this chapter is the power and efficacy

of Saint Joseph's protection, of whom, as likened in his in

tercession to his foster-son Jesus, we may not only use the

words of Saint Paul : " Ever living to intercede for us ; "§

but say that his intercession is the most powerful and effica

cious among the prayers of the Saints, from his authority as

father and spouse, whereby he asks graces of Jesus, an,l favors

of Mary. These words " Give us this day our daily bread,"

•Joseph, id ust, jwlehra arbor. (CAnrn.uiF.NA, Lib. XVIII. Hom. 12. do S.

Josepho.)

f Quixrrs Ci-rri™, Lib. VII. ch. 22. J SUETONIUS, Ijfe of Titas.

Heb. vii. 2. .
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soys Origen,0 seem more a command than a petition. I do

not adopt his opinion as to those who ask only as servants or

friends ; but when Saint Joseph is the advocate, I confess

with Gerson,f that his petitions seem rather precepts than

memorials. Joseph asks as one who commands, and when he

asks his son Jesus and Mary his spouse, his hint is a com

mand ; because in Heaven, if we may use the expression,

Saint Joseph as putative father of the Man-God, and spouse

of the Queen of the world, has a certain right to command,

1 mean, such a merit, that his requests will be granted.

The matter is as sublime as it is abundant, and books

might easily be filled with it by those intellects and pens,

capable of sustaining the weight of such great subjects.

But that I have been unable to explain, will be seen as in a

brief compendium, in the eloquent lines where two writers

applaud the general and efficacious patronage of the most wor

thy spouse of the Mother of God. The first is Patrignani, who

says, " that it is an observation of Saint Bernard, that Egypt,

when it set its eyes on the gifts of the first Joseph, ran to him as

though charmed by his wonderful attractions. This was but a

kind of prophecy of what was to come to pass, when men should

see the dignity, the bjnefits and merits of that Joseph who was

father of Jesus and spouse of Mary ; for to him was to run not

one kingdom but all Christendom,}: and even the barbarous na

tions that dwelt like wild beasts in the forest. I mean, that de

votion to Saint Joseph, which is inseparable from his powerful

1

* Da nobis non est orantes sed impenmtes (OniGES, in Matt. vii. 1 1.)

t Intereedeinte to, ct si fas est dierre, quodam jure tuo jubente, gloriosissime

Josi-ph Vir Maria-, de qna nntus est Jesus, qni vocatur Christus. (PERSON, Ssrm.

de Natieitalf Maria.) Joseph non impetrat, sed impernt. (7d.) Denm enim

sponsmn et filium orat, imperium est, non oratio. (/1£ Serm. de >>'. Jniepho.)

J ,Io-fp|] universan! «Egyptum post se correre fecit. (SAINT BEILNA.RD, Serm.

11. m Caniica.)
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patronage, has not only extended over all Europe, the centre of

religion, but has also passed to Africa, Asia and America. If

we go to Turkey, there we shall find the Greeks like the Latins,

eminent for devotion to Saint Joseph, allured by his interces

sion and influence in heaven. If we enter the uncleared forests

of New France, we meet an Iroquois, who, taking the name

of Joseph in baptism, was the first Christian of those parts.

If, crossing the seas, we reach the burning sands of Paraguay,

we shall meet numbers of that new Christendom, who glory

in the name of Joseph, and we shall wonder at the happi

ness with which the love, devotion, and patronage of this

great Saint, crossing the ocean, has rushed to take possession

of those unhappy nations. Lit us follow the apostolic mis

sionaries to Tonquin, and we shall moor in peaceful havens

through the protection of Mary's spouse, whose glorious name

the first Christian of that conquest took. If we would reach

the furthest Ind, or East or West, our heart will bound with

joy to hear ever repeated on every side, the lovely name of

Joseph.

If we seek the reason why the Saint has made such

numberless conquests in those vast provinces where idolatry

reigned, it will not be difficult to find it, and it is because,

as Jesus in his infancy chose to enter Egypt in Joseph's arms,

so, too, He will have the faith enter these lands of the heathen,

under the patronage of Saint Joseph ; who, according to

Saint Bernardino of Siena,* holds in his hands the keys

which opened the New Testament and closed the synagogue

of Moses Hence, Gerson most wisely said before

the Council of Constance, that, to remedy the evils with

which a fomidable schism threatened the West, the cultus

^

* Ipse est clavis veteris Testamenti. (Si. BERNARIUNE OF SIENA, Serm. tfe 5.

J>uph'>, cap. iii. art. 3. p. 235.)
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of Saint Joseph should be promoted, the patronage of Saint

Joseph implored, for he was like a star announcing calm

amid tempests ; having been gnardian and protector of

Ciirist, Saint Joseph must also be protector of Christendom.

The Council approved the noble thought of Gerson, and the

Church began to look upon Saint Joseph as its most univer

sal protector ; a title wherewith Isidore Isolanus 0 applauds

his patronage . . . According to him, the filiation of

Saint Joseph is numerous, like the family of Christ, which is

Christendom.f

The second writer is the Abate John Chrysostom Trom-

belli, who thus shows the efficacy and extent of Saint Jo

seph's patronage. " Orientals are as convinced of the power

and extent of his intercession, as the Latins are. This is

well shown in that life of such ancient date preserved among

the Copts or primitive Egyptians, and published in Latin by

Isidore Isolanus, who ascribes its translation to the year

1340. This life, as I have noted, is full of fables ; but

withal, it gives us to understand the idea which they enter

tained of Saint Joseph's patronage ; for, according to it, Christ

said of his reputed father : " I will bless and aid all the

faithful who, on that day in which thy memory, Joseph, is

celebrated, shall offer sacrifice to God, and I will blot from

the book the sins of whoever meditates on thy life, thy toils

and thy death. The plague and sudden death shall not enter

the house where thy memory is celebrated."

" As the patronage of Saint Joseph is so general and so

efficacious, all should implore his intercession. The innocent,

to preserve the first grace which they have received. Sinners,

to shake off the burden which oppresses them, and obtain

* Joseph pntronus militantls Ecclesise. (Isor.ANUS, Summa de dona S. Joseplu.)

t PATIIIONANI, Lib. I. cnp. vii.
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pardon of their sins. Those who have not lost virginal integ

rity should invoke him, because in Joseph they have so sub

lime and glorious an example, that he was, hy divine selec

tion, the guardian of the most excellent and immaculate of

virgins. The married also need the patronage and assistance

of Saint Joseph, to imitate him in the care of the family

committed to their care. The continent sbould not forget to

recur to the intercession of the holy patriarch, confident that

he will procure them aid, and inspire them with thoughts to

fill their hearts with strength and valor to resist the sugges

tions and deceits to which they are more especially exposed.

Those in trouble, in fine, should choose Saint Joseph as their

protector, to obtain a consolation and calm, like that which

heaven gave him, mingling the bitter of tribulation with the

sweet of celestial alleviation." *

• TEOMRELIJ, Life of St. Josrph, Part II. ch. \l

 



 

CHAPTER IX.

SAINT JOSEPH SHOULD BE CHOSEN A3 AN ADVOCATE TO OBTAIN

OF GOD A HAPPY DEATH.
 

N the father of Jesus and spouse of the Virgin

Mary, the Almighty deposited the treasure of his

greatest felicity, and, according to Isidore Isoln-

nus,0 he placed also the gifts and treasures, which he did not

vouchsafe to those patriarchs, whom nevertheless he filled with

blessings, as founders and first pillars of his people. In this

most holy patriarch shines the treasury of those virtues which

scarcely had an example to imitate in those heroic deeds which

antiquity beheld in the heroes praised hy the Scriptures. In his

hands are the keys that open the gates, through which favors

j|£ come down to men ; hecause Saint Joseph, as father of the

* Great men will seek to fathom the gift:s of Gol hidden in Joseph, nnd will

find a treasure such as they do not find amono the Holy Fiithers of the Old Tes

tament. ^IsinoRE ISOLANLS, Sneama de donis S. Jot'ph, pirt IV. ch. 8.)

jA
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Man-God, is more respected in heaven than that wise minister

was on earth, in whose hands, saving the throne and royal

purple, the monarch of Egypt placed the disposal of his

graces and favors, which as sovereign he could confer.* These

keys give to Saint Joseph's patronage an efficacy and power,

that compel us to choose him as our advocate in that cause

on which an eternity of weal or woe depends.

The first Joseph was styled in Egypt the saviour of the

world, perhaps from his prefiguring the patronage of the

father of that Jesus, who by his powerful intercession was

to give eternal salvation to the dying, and to all mortals most

powerful aids to obtain it. Hence we should choose him as

our most special protector on that most formidable moment of

our life. No strong arguments are necessary to induce this

choice, for its advantage and utility commend it at first

sight. Those who are born under the inviolable law of

death, need an intercessor and an advocate to defend them,

and obtain of God effective aid to triumph over those irre

concilable enemies, whoso insolence is redoubled at the last

moments of our life. And what defender can have more

authority and influence with Jesus and Mary than Saint

Joseph, who can speak in the presence of God as father, as

tutor, as guardian and as spouse ? Who of the blessed will

more eagerly seek our glory, than he, who from his guardian

ship of the Mother of our Redeemer is called the Minister

of our Salvation ? Who at that most bitter hour of our

existence will display more eloquence in our favor, than

Joseph, who learned pity and eloquence from the bowels of

the Incarnate Word and from the heart of the Mother of

 

* Ho said therefore to Joseph . . . Thou shalt be over my honse, and at the

commandment of thy mouth, all the people shall obey ; ouly on the kingly throne

will I be ubove thee. (Gen. xli. 40.)

 



 

Mercy ? Who will comfort us with more solicitude and

more abundant consolation than that Saint of whom Rupert *

says, that he is powerful with the very power of his Sove

reign ? From these motives, we know that in all parts of

Christendom Saint Joseph is invoked as the protector of the

agonizing, and that many churches celebrate the memory of

his most precious death or transit.

I lack words to persnade men as I would desire to choose

so great a Saint as their advocate ; and I will accordingly

speak by taking the pen from the hands of other writers and

the words from their lips. "All," says the incomparable

orator and theologian Father Paul Segneri,f "all choose

Saint Joseph as their protector, knowing that he has claims

enough to save them and power to defend him. Priests take

him as their advocate, to learn of the Saint the respect with

which they should regard God when they take Him in their

hands in the tremendous sacrifice of the altar. The married,

to maintain concord. Virgins, to preserve integrity and

purity of soul and body. Travellers and pilgrims, to have on

their way a most faithful conductor. Mechanics and the

poor, to bear with patience their toils and necessity. The

plebeian, and more especially those nobles who need powerful

succor, in order to conform to the reverses of fortune which

have reduced them to such a state. Fathers and heads of

families, to direct properly those who are under their power.

Princes, to keep their subjects in due subjection, although

they may be otherwise powerful. But among all, those

should most earnestly choose Saint Joseph as their advocate,

who desire to die the peaceful death of the just, a precious

death in the eyes of onr Lord." The reason of the necessity

* Joseph potentia reffis potens. (RUPERT, Lib. III. in Cantica.)

t SEONERI, Predica di S. Giiueppe.
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and efficacy of this patronage is given by Segneri, and is found

iu the very titles of Saint Joseph.

Father Joseph Anthony Patrignani afterwards amplified

it in these terms of confidence : " Joseph is one of the

potentates in heaven, where he dwells as father of the King

and as spouse of the Queen, the .Mistress of the Universe ;

titles which make him so formidable to the infernal spirits,

that they dare not draw near the couch of the dying Chris

tian who has implored his protection. The devil knows too

that Jesus, in consequence of Joseph's having delivered him

from the cruel sword with which Herod menaced Him, has

conceded him as an especial grace the defence of those who

at the approach of death implore his favor. Hence demons

flee from the spot where they know by experience that they

must meet a combatant who measures his victorious arms

with the batteries and engines of those obstinate enemies,

who, at the last moment of life, assail the dying with all the

efforts of wrath. He favors all who invoke him ; but with

more solicitude those who in life show more devotion to

him." *

The Abate Trombelli, desirous that all, with the object of

obtaining a death precious in the eyes of God, should place

themselves under the shadow of that tree, whose branches

cover the whole habitable earth, speaks of this patronage and

of the necessity which they have of Saint Joseph's interces

sion, in these words, which shall crown our chapter, a final

proof in confirmation of the opinion of Segneri and Patrig

nani. " But if the aid and patronage of Saint Joseph

is ever seasonable, especially is it so, when that terrible

moment approaches on which an eternity either of bliss or of

torments depends. Saint Joseph passed from this life in the

' PATHIGNANI, l.ih. II. mp. 1.

 



 

 

greatest tranqnillity, assisted by Jesus and Mary. . . We

should then recur to Saint Joseph, that by his pity and most

powerful intercession he may obtain for us a true and hearty

detestation of our sins. And then, if we have not a firm

security, we shall at least have a well-founded confidence of

having as assistants at our death (I say not visibly, as

Joseph had, but invisibly) the same exalted personages.0

By their assistance we shall overcome the temptations of

the devil, and couic forth triumphant, worthy to reign in

Paradise. For this end let us now and in future recur fre

quently to Joseph, hearkening to the exhortations of Holy

Church, which, after calling him ' the certain hope of onr

life and pillar of the world, 'earnestly conjures us to implore

his assistance and intercession to live and die holily ' and enjoy

with him eternal bliss." f

There throned in power, let us his loving aid

With fervent prayers implore ;

So may he gain us pardon in our need,

And pence for evenmore.J

* TROMRELLI, Lifr nf Saint Joseph, Part II. eh. vi. num. 11.

fid.

$ Ergo regnantem flogltemns eimnes,

Artsit ut nobla, veniamque nostrls

OblInens eulpls trihnat supernai

Mnuera pacts.

Hymn for Laudt,feast of St. Joeepk
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CHAPTER X.

SPECIAL PATRONAGE OF SAINT JOSEPH IN SOME KINGDOMS

OF EUROPE.

) HE love and veneration which the Catholic States of

Europe profess for Saint Joseph, is a strong proof

of his patronage ; because they arise from the con-

'stant benefits with which the holy Patriarch favors

%$2 those who implore his powerful intercession. It is not

^ easy to describe his patronage perfectly, as the mercies

by which it is proved, are innumerable. But not to

pass over all in silence, I will give a slight sketeh of these

favors, citing the history which with zeal, elegance and eru

dition, the pious Patrignani has left us in his work. " The

client of Saint Joseph." Truly does this writer say, that

God has honored Saint Joseph in these last ages with a

greatuess of honors which has a certain likeness to the divine.

From east to west He has made his name as amiable as it is

^Wi
•U;
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celebrated and glorious, moving monarchs and subjects to

pay tribute to His guardian and father, by the outpourings

of devotion. We cannot deny that the worship of the saints

has more credit and popularity, when people see it taken up

in the closets of the prince, and that the latter holds it as a

triumph for his state. Such has been the fortune of devo

tion to Saint Joseph. Nations have embraced it universally,

and at the same time we see the greatest potentates zealously

promote it in their dominions. Who can portray in words

the greatuess of that cordial tribute of veneration, which

the spouse of the Mother of the King of kings receives in

Germany, since the piety of that Leopold of glorious memory

cherished the devotion in his court, and with signal affection

extended it to all his empire ? The kingdom of Bohemia

was already under the tutelar patronage of Saint Joseph, and

had proclaimed him PRESERVER OF PEACE, giving on the day

of the oath and proclamation so splendid a feast, that it was

renowned far and near as a triumph of devotion ; but after

the capital of Hungary had shaken off by the power of the

Austrian arms the ancient and oppressive yoke of the Turk,

when the victorious sovereign placed that kingdom too at the

feet of Saint Joseph, the whole Roman Empire swore fealty

to him as its general Protector. The pious Leopold, con

vinced that he should attribute the memorable victory to the

Mother of God and her spouse, determined to show his grati

tude, and obtained of the Apostolic see faculty to celebrate

perpetually in all his kingdoms of Germany the feast of the

espousals of the Blessed Virgin and Saint Joseph. The holy

Patriarch received this grateful homage, and displaying by

new marks his recent title of general Protector of the

empire, he did the house of Austria the remarkable benefit

of giving it the heir that for years had been desired in vain,

till the Caesar sought it of heaven through the intercession

iJK?T
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of Saint Joseph, to whom God has given that key of genera

tion or life, anciently reserved exclusively to his Omnipo

tence. By this benefit he became not only the general Pro

tector of the Empire, but the protector also of the house of

Austria. On the birth of the new prince, the glorious name

of Saint Joseph was repeated in accents of joyful triumph,

and that name was given to the child in memory of the

grace. On the death of Leopold, Joseph ascended the throne,

and erected to the holy Patriarch, as to his signal benefactor,

a statue in the great square of Vienna, his capital.

Not only has this empire experienced the patronage of

Saint Joseph. France too has enjoyed it, receiving those

great benefits and singular mercies, which examined in the

crucible of the most searching criticism are given at length .

by the Bollandists.* In the kingdom of Spain, the centre

of religion, the same patronage is manifested in proportion to

the devotion which the seraphic Saint Teresa promoted, her

self one of the most luminous stars in the Castilian heaven.

Love for this holy Patriarch, which in the time of this virgin

spread like fire through the hearts of Spanish piety, was

changed to a conflagration when the court of that powerful

kingdom obtained the feast of the espousals. From Spain

this treasure passed to Belgium, where Saint Joseph chose, as

the theatre of his patronage and wonder, the famous city of

Antwerp, in which the pious family of Romer erected in his

honor two such magnificent chapels that they are regarded as

miracles of beauty. In one of these, that erected in the vale

of Facontin, the beneficent protection of Saint Joseph has

been so repeatedly manifested, that, in the short space of

five years, it gave abundant matter for the history of his sov

ereign patronage.

* ACTA SANCTORUM, ad di m 19 Martii, § 10.
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In the island of Corsica devotion to the holy Patriarch

flourishes so, that he has been chosen their Protector, and a

church has been dedicated to him just without the capital,

where his feast is annnally celebrated with a procession and

all possible pomp—both secular and regular clergy, the con

fraternities and the magistracy taking part, and offering a

certain sum of money, which is laid on the altar. In Home

love and devotion to Saint Joseph not only flourish, but

triumph. And his patronage will triumph with affection,

which is inseparable from that love with which the holy

patriarch reigns in the hearts of nations. " Throughout the

kingdom of Portugal, as I have been informed by a person

well instrueted in the customs of that monarchy, Saint

Joseph has always been held in great veneration ; and it has

increased since a prince named Joseph ascended the throne.

In every part of that kingdom we find dedicated to this great

Saint, magnificent churches, chapels, altars and convents, of

both sexes created under his invocation. One of the princi

pal divisions of Lisbon, the capital, bears the name of Saint

Joseph. His feast is celebrated in all parts of the kingdom

with great magnificence, in many preceded by a novena, with

music, attended by a dense and devoted crowd of clients.

Zeal for augmenting the honor and devotion of this most

amiable Saint invents new incentives, new trophies, as we see

by the beautiful painting set up in Lisbon in 1751, in the

convent of Jesus, and known as " Saint Joseph of Patron

age," it being the first venerated in that kingdom by that

title. Piety was not satisfied with this demonstration, but

on the 28th of March, 1758, erected a statue inscribed :

" Saint Joseph, Father of mankind." This was, says my

informant (Antonio Ribeiro, a native of that kingdom, now

professor of philosophy in the seminary of Cesena), it seems

to me, the first erected in Portugal with that title. King
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Joseph I. commanded this statue to be made at the urgent

solicitation of Father John of Our Lady, who died in the

odor of sanctity. It cost about two thousand cruzados or

about one thousand dollars. The archbishop of Lacedemon,

suffragan or auxiliar of the Cardinal Patriarch, blessed the

statue in the monastery of Saint Vincent of the Canons

Regular of St. Augustine ; after which it was borne in sol

emn procession to the convent of labregas of the Franciscan

Observantines, and there placed in the same chapel and on

the same altar, where in 1745 King John V. had placed a

beautiful statue of the Blessed Virgin, at the instance of

Father John of Our Lady."

In France the protection of Saint Joseph is evinced by

the tongue of the countless benefits which Father Ricca

recounts in his work on the Florentine Churches, and which

are related by other historians whom Trombelli cites in his

life of Saint Joseph.*

* TROMRELLI, Part IL ch. ii num. 2>
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CHAPTER XI.

FAVORS BESTOWED BY SAINT JOSEPH ON SAINT TERE8A.

HE love which Saint Teresa bore the spouse of the

Mother of Jesus, and her zeal in promoting his glory,

was corresponded to by signal benefits. So re

peated were they, that he showed them at once

common and singular. " So many," says Father

Elias de Saint Teresa, cited by the learned Pape-

broke,* " so many are the benefits, both temporal and

spiritual, which our holy mother Saint Teresa received through

the intercession of Saint Joseph, that in her alone we have an

image of all favors that can be desired.

From her earliest years she began to experience the genial

influence of this sun. Bead her life, as traced by her own

* PAiT.RROEr-, Acta Sanctorum, March 19, citing FR. EIJAS DE S. TERKSA.

Embajada do la Iglesis Triunfunte a la militante.



 

hand, and you will see a grand miracle performed by the holy

patriarch, who cured her of a disease that baffled all science.

When she began her reform our Lord showed her that she

was under the protection of Saint Joseph ; hence she com

manded the first convent of Avila, where he wished to be

perfectly served, to take the name of the holy patriarch,

placing the saint and his virgin spouse at the entrance of the

house, as its two most faithful guardians.

In erecting this and other monasteries, she experienced

the liberality of her father Saint Joseph, who deigned to

succor her in such extraordinary ways that they overwhelmed

with astonishment all who became aware of the circum

stances. The holy patriarch appeared to her at Avila, prom

ising to assist her in erecting the convent ; and when his

patronage was necessary he fulfilled his promise. I have

already said that Saint Joseph cured Saint Teresa of an in

curable disorder ; but this was not the only time that he

miraculously restored her to life. The saint repeated another

like favor, delivering from certain death Teresa herself and

some of her nuns who were going to found another convent

in honor of riaint Joseph. The prodigy happened in this

way. The driver having lost the way, drove the vehicle in

which they were to the very brink of a precipice, where, but

for a miracle, our holy mother and her spiritual daughters

would have perished. But in their greatest risk, when on the

point of falling, a voice was heard from a lofty rock, bidding

the coachman stop and take another road. He obeyed, and

when they were out of danger, Saint Teresa looked for the

benefactor who had delivered her from imminent peril, in

order to thank him for so signal a kinduess, and finding no

one at all near them, she told her companions with words full

of love, gratitude and tenderness : " Daughters, it was my

beloved father and master, Saint Joseph, who has delivered



 

us from death by withdrawing us from such an evident

danger."

These benefits, with others drawn from historians worthy

of credit, as related by Patrignani,* confirm the especial

protection of the spouse of the Mother of God towards that

prodigious soul, which turned to him as her ordinary refuge

in all the necessities and trials of this life.

* PATRIONASI, Ub. III. ch. 1.

 

 



 

SAINT JOSEPH FAVORS SOULS WHO GIVE THEMSELVES TO A

SPIRITUAL LIFE, AND ESPECIALLY TO SUCH AS

SEEK UNION WITH GOD IN PRAYER.

'AINT JOSEPH possessed the talent of combining in

this world the toils of his office and glorious ministry

with the most constant and sublime contemplation,

as Saint Athanasius assures us,* and how that he is

reaping in heaven the fruit of the glorious actions of

his most holy life, he freely grants his aid to souls de

voted to the exercise of prayer. Let us come to a particular

case, says Father Barre, and we shall behold his patronage in

this matter as clear as the light of day. The example offered

to our sight in the illustrious soul of Saint Teresa of Jesus,

* Quid aliud Joseph fac«re posset, quam mente ccelestia meditari. (ST. ATHA-

Sermo de deseriplione Maria. PATRIONANI, Lib. III. ch. iii. § 7.)

 



 

who, under the protection of Saint Joseph, soared like the

eagle to the highest contemplation, and induced other souls

to imitate her flight, following her counsel and choosing the

holy patriarch as a master and protector.

These have not been few ; and among those cited by

Father Barri, a great spiritnal master, are two, who, desirous

of devoting themselves to mental prayer, could not succeed

in consequence of the difficulties which they encountered :

but having chosen Saint Joseph as a director, they suddenly

beheld all obstacles overcome, and the once thorny and sterile

path thick sowed with heavenly delights. Another person,

adds the same anthor, wishing to be entirely delivered from

the distractions which molested him in time of prayer, took

the holy patriarch as his advocate, and by his patronage ob

tained more even than he sought : for he not only obtained

the grace of a most elevated prayer, but a deliverance even

in dreams, of the least thoughts against purity, being likened

by both favors to the most blessed soul of Saint Joseph, of

whom the eloquent Chrysostom said,0 that his ministry re

qnired him to be a spirit free from those disqniets which give

rise to importunate thoughts, and those troubles that banish

repose and serenity from the heart.

Saint Joseph bestowed, as Father Barri f assures us, the

same tranqnillity on a nun, who was greatly harassed with

temptations in time of prnver and other spiritnal exercises, to

such a degree that she lost the hopes of attaining that precious

liberty which is a kind of pledge and sign of divine love ;

still, far from giving way entirely to distrust, she recurred to

* Decebat, illam profecto animam, ab omni esse immnnem cogitationom tu-

multu, qune tante electa ministra ministerll. (ST. CHRYSOSTOM, Bom, 5. in Mat-

thaum.)

f Father Barri, chapter 2. § 2.

:.0
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the mother of the afflicted with the prayer : " My mother

and mistress, free me from this storm of troubles wnieu sur

rounds me ; grant me that peace and perfect tranquillity

which I need, to converse with my God with a serene and

fervent heart. If thou wilt not listen to my humble prayer,

vouchsafe to inspire me to address one of those saints most

beloved in heaven, whom I may invoke in this anguish that

breaks my heart." Scarcely had she concluded her petition

when Saint Joseph appeared before the eyes of her under

standing, filling her with a torrent of serenity and interior

delight, which made her forget the cruel afflictions that had

deprived her of all hopes of a close union with her Lord in

the holy exercise of prayer.

•

 

^



CHAPTER XI

 

PATRONAGE OF 6AINT JOSEPH OVER SINNERS THAT SEEK TO BE

CONVERTED TO GOU.

AINT JOSEPH, if we must speak with the sub

limity which his beneficent influence merits, has hy

communication the fairest qualities of that heavenly

Father who maketh the sun rise upon the good and

the had* to enlighten and cherish both hy its rays ;

for while he favors and assists the just, he does not refuse his

mediation to sinners. This equality of his benefits is shown

us by wonderful events clearly indicative of the universal and

powerful protection of Saint Joseph. The first favor which

I shall relate, occurred in Venice, where, according to Isidore

Isolanus,f there lived a certain knight, who tarnished a de

* Mutt. v. 45.

t ISOLANUS, De donis S. Josephi, Part IV. ch. x.



 

votion of praying daily before a etatue of Saint Joseph, by his

evil habits of disregarding God's holy laws. This noble

Venetian fell sick, and finding that by the seriousuess of his

malady and his sins he was in danger of losing both lives, he

beheld a person enter his room very like the statue before

which he was wont to pray. By his sight and presence he

saw clearly the hideousness of the sins in which he had so

thoughtlessly lived ; and without loss of time he made a

contrite confession, and when it was ended he gave up his

soul to his Creator at the very moment that the priest ended

the words of absolution.

The second favor took place in Father Barri's time, while

he was actnally writing his work on devotion to the holy patri

arch, and he thus relates it. A certain person having broken

a vow which he had taken, durst not declare this in the

tribunal of penance, overcome by shame at having committed

such a sin. He persevered in this unhappy state for some

time ; but considering that unless he discovered to his con

fessor the faults which he had committed, it was impossible

to extract the thorn which pierced his heart, and which was a

constant torment to his conscience, he determined to impLire

the patronage of Saint Joseph, hoping from the holy patri

arch resolution and means of overcoming the repugnance that

sealed his lips as to his sin in violating his vow. To obtain

the grace which he desired, he for nine days recited to Saint

Joseph the hymn and prayer which are in his office. At the

close of this novena he felt so moved and resolved to confess

his inveterate fault, that without repugnance he went to his

confessor's feet, and manifested the fault so long concealed.

Having obtained this grace, he chose the holy patriarch for

his gnardian, and the better to secure his protection, he

always carried his picture about him, even in sleep, to protect

him from impure visions in dreams. Saint Joseph did not
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disdain to protect him ; for the same person confessed, that

from the day when he put himself under his protection, the

favors which he received from his protector were most con

tinnal and singular.

The third favor, also related by Father Barri, was the

deliverance of two persons strongly tempted to impurity.

The intercession of Saint Joseph is singular and powerful to ob

tain all graces ; but it appears more efficacious and victorious in

those straits, and where chastity is imperilled, as that virtue

especially was maintained in all its splendor by the saint,

amid the austerities wherewith he continnally afflicted his

virginal body, according to the opinion of the most learned

Salmeron.<<

The fourth favor, was the giorious triumph wherewith

Saint Joseph changed the life of a French soldier. This

person was a young man of Lyons, who had long led a most

exemplary life, and had even resolved to renounce the world

in order to place his salvation out of jeopardy. His parents,

however, dissnaded him from this, and he began to give full

reins to youthful license, plunging into every debauchery.

Like the prodigal son he left his father's house, and taking

the uniform and livery of that profession, which, as a poet

tells us, is ever at war with piety, he made such a public

avowal of vice as to be the scandal even of the troops. His

parents beholding their son more a votary of Venus than of

Mars, wept over his loss inconsolably. They hoped to gain

him by their grief, and sent letters bedewed with their tears,

inviting him home, promising him a kind reception if he

would leave the army. The letters made no impression on

that youth, who was as hard as flint and as deaf as an asp.

* Asperitatem corpori suo adhlbebat, sive qna castitas non enstoditur.

MERON, Tom. III. Tract. 3.)



 

Then his parents took another step, and implored the succor

of Saint Joseph, whom they fervently implored to receive

under his protection this rebellious child, and save him from

everlasting ruin. The saint, hearkening to the pious prayer,

obtained him such a repentance of his faults, that, changed

to a new man, he left the army, and returning home renewed

the lost fervor of his virtues. This truly singular benefit

was so due to Saint Joseph, that God, under the circum

stances of a sinner so plunged in sin, would perhaps not have

granted it to the intercession and patronage of any other

saint ; because the Lord, as Saint Ambrose teaches with other

theologians,* keeps the grace of conversion reserved to those

saints most signalized by his friendship. Saint Joseph by his

merit and authority as spouse of the Mother of God, has no

equal at least in this line. Hence we must confess that he

will easily obtain pardon of our sins and the grace of conver

sion to God, which, perhaps, we should not obtain by the

prayers of other saints, who have not in heaven the same in

fluence with Jesus and Mary.

* " Si peccaverit vir in virum, placari ei potest Dens, si autem in Dominum

peccaverit vir, quis orahit pro en? (1. Regum ii. 25.) Proeterea non dixit nemo

orure potent, sed quis ornbit proeol Hoc est non qnienmque poterit facile pro co

gratiam conversionis et veniam ab eo obtinere, sed ad hoc adhibendus est iusignis

Dei amicus. Ita S. Ambrosias."—" If any man shall sin against another, God

may be appeased in his behalf: but if a man shall sin against the Lord, who shall

pray for him ? " (1 Kings II. 25.) God does not say, no one can pray, bnt who

will pray for him ? that is, not every one can easily obtain for him the grace of con

version and pardon, but for this is needed a special friend of God. (ANTOINE,

Tract. de Pcenitentia, cap. vii.)

 



CHAPTEK XIV.

BENEFITS SHOWING THE POWERFUL INTERCESSION OF SAINT

JOSEPH, WHEN HIS PATRONAGE IS IMPLORED

FOR HEALTH OF BODY.

 

him who has power and influence in what is

greater, wo cannot deny it in what ia less. Saint

Joseph has shown by the very light of his benefits

and the splendor of his dignity, that when invoked

by mortals for the good and remedy of their con

science, what would be difficult to other intercessors who are

less beloved and powerful in heaven, is easy to his patronage.

This being the case, who can doubt but that, his protection

extends eqnally to those graces which, pertaining to the lower

order of nature and the body, are less exalted than those

which pertain to the greatuess of the soul ? The more so,

as the favors which we read in history, force us to confess

that the patronage of the father of Jesus and spouse of the
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Virgin Mary, is universal, and more powerful to obtain and

grace, whether tor the good of the soul or the help and relief

of the body.

To confirm this protection I might relate all the benefits

conferred by Saint Joseph in Flanders and France, as related

by the Bollandists ; but I will omit them, deeming it enough

to relate two prodigies, which Saint Joseph wrought when

invoked : the one restraining the violence of fire, and the

other checking the fury of the sea and its impetuous waves.

In the year 1631, when Mount Vesnvius, the well-known vol

cano near Naples, poured from its bowels, it would seem, the

whole mass of fire seething there, a child named Joseph was

on the point of perishing, being shut off on one side by the

sea, and on the other by the boiling torrent of lava which

rolled devastating all before it. The child beheld itself in

this danger, left by an aunt who abandoned him in her head

long flight, and having no other means of escaping destruc

tion, she had recourse to the father of Jesus with this prayer :

" Saint Joseph, I commend little Joseph to thee : let thy

name which he bears defend him." Scarcely had the afflicted

woman uttered her fervent prayer, when she suddenly beheld

the child out of risk. When asked how he had escaped so

great a peril, he smiling replied that Saint Joseph, to whom

she had commended him, had at once rescued him from his

dangerous position.*

Let us pass from fire to water, and we shall behold another

prodigy of Saint Joseph, delivering from death three Francis

cans who were shipwrecked in one of the most terrible storms

ever known in the North Sea. These religious were for three

days tossed about on a plank, when Saint Joseph, to whom

they turned as the star and sacred anchor of their hope, in

t RECUPITUS, Observations Vesurii ami 163L



 

that storm when the waves ran mountains high, vouchsafed

to favor them. They invoked the holy patriarch from the

commencement of their affliction ; but he, wishing to test

the extent of their confidence, in the crisis, deterred his efii-

cacious patronage to the third day, when, in the form of a

majestic yonth, he appeared on the wave-tossed plank, and

saluting them with the affability of a father, infused courage

into their oppressed hearts, and strength into their limbs,

weakened by the hardships of the preceding days ; then acting

as their pilot and helmsman, he gnided them to the shore.

Till then the youth had not revealed himself; but on their

asking his name, he replied that he was Saint Joseph, on which

the friars returned him most devout and heartfelt thanks for

so singular a favor. The saint not only succored them, but

also declared to them his seven joys and dolors which he ex

perienced in this life, telling them that those who commem

orated him should enjoy his patronage in this life. Saying

this he disappeared, leaving them full . of consolation and

gratitude to that Joseph whom the Almighty led through

this world by the path of tribulation and joy.0

On this occasion Saint Joseph acted as a pilot and mar

iner. In others he appears as a physician healing incurable

diseases, now at Lyons, which Patrignani calls the theatre of

his wonders, and now at other cities as the Bollandists tell

us. Father Barri,0 too, relates many favors granted by Saint

Joseph to those who invoked his patronage, one of which I

shall mention in the very words of this chronicler of the

wonders of Saint Joseph. " This miracle," says Barri, " is

worthy of being circumstantially related, but I will not do

so here, referring the reader to the account published with

the approbation of the bishop of Poictiers, who juridically

* BARRI, ch. xii.
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examined the miraculous cure. The case was this. Sister

Jane, prioress of the Ursulines at Lyons, fell grievously ill

with a most acute pain in her breast accompanied with a

malignant fever. The disease was, according to the opinion

of medical men, incurable. The sick nun accordingly supposed

herself in the last moments of her life : and she certainly

would have passed to the other life, had not Saint Joseph,

her special advocate, appeared with a remedy. While she

was prostrated with the vehemence of her pain, the cell was

suddenly changed into a paradise by the presence of Saint

Joseph, the prince of saints, whom she beheld seated on a

luminous cloud, with a countenance more beautiful than the

sun, and a superhuman majesty. His age was apparently

about forty, his flowing chestuut hair glittered like the stars

of the firmament. The saint first regarded the sick nun with

gentle eyes breathing heavenly delights, and then approaching

the bed, he laid his hand on the side which was the seat of

the mortal malady, and anointed it with oil and some other

heavenly liquid, by which the prioress was perfectly restored

to health as before the attack. The physician, a Calvinist,

surprised and beside himself with astonishment, could not

utter a word. But at last, unable to remain silent, he de

clared that it was an extravagant change ; but that all was

easy to God."

A nun of the convent of Facontin near Antwerp, where

there is a magnificent chapel of Saint Joseph, experienced

a favor even more extraordinary than the last. This nun,

whose name was Isabel, had for three years and three months

suffered most agonizing pains from the stone. The physicians,

from the symptoms, judging that the stone was too large to

be removed by the usual remedies, pronounced her case hope

less. Beholding herself abandoned by the physicians, she

sought her remedy of another, placing all her confidence in

m
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Saint Joseph, who is the universal solace of pain. She had

recourse to his protection, performing some devotions to the

saint. with such confidence that she did not hesitate to tell

the prioress : " Mother, I am convinced that by the favor of

Saint Joseph, I shall bring him in my hand the stone which

torments me." Meanwhile Sister Isabel's hope and affection

increased. On the tenth of June the pain became more

violent than ever. The sick nun did not, however, lose the

confidence which she entertained of her recovery : on the

contrary, kneeling before a statue of Saint Joseph, with all

the eloquence of tears she implored his powerful patronage,

and while in prayer, without difficulty or pain, she passed a

stone of the size of a hen's egg, which, as she promised the

prioress, she carried to her in her hand, and then went with

the rest of the nuns to thank her heavenly physician. On

the third of Jannary following, a juridical examination of

the miracle was made, and duly authenticated. The stone,

which weighed ten ounces, was hung up at Saint Joseph's

altar as a perpetual memorial of so great a miracle. It ex

torted from a Protestant physician, who among the rest saw

it, the following ingenuous admission : " In many points I

lissent from the Catholic religion ; but considering the narrow

channels through which the stone had to pass, and other cir-

mmstances, I cannot but consider the cure miraculous."

The author who mentions this miracle is Papebroke, the Bol-

landist, in whose work,0 this and other benefits of the Most

High granted through the intercession of Saint Joseph will

be found. In his patronage, as these writers affirm, the poor

find succor, the sterile fecundity, those in travail a happy

delivery, mariners and travellers a gnide, and pilgrims a

 

ACTA SANCTORUM. Ad diem 19 Martii, § 10.



 

shelter.* The name of Joseph, says Father Barri, is most

efficacious against evil spirits that assail the young, and, in

deed, as he heard a most holy person declare, almost all-

powerful against every kind of evil ones.

Religious orders have found in Saint Joseph's protection

in their temporal difficulties succor as prompt as abundant ;

and as Patriguani remarks, we see an evident testimony of

this patronage in the families of Saint Teresa, the convents

of the Carmelites. The Carthusians have also experienced

the favorable intercession of the holy patriarch, whom they

invoked in order to obtain novices for their institute. Those

who have lost the goods of fortune find an advocate in Saint

Joseph, and Patrignani think thats the Lord has granted that

things lost should be found under his protection, for the grief

which he suffered when the child Jesus was lost in the temple.

The patronage of Saint Joseph, as his dignity and his re

peated benefits in every kind of necessity show, is general,

and the most potent in heaven of that of all the saints. By

this I do not mean that we shall always obtain the grace we

seek. If our memorials are duly made, and our prayer con

formable to God's designs as to the interests of our souls, we

shall behold our desires perfectly accomplished ; but if the

favor we seek is not for our good, we shall not obtain it ; but

by directing our petition to Saint Joseph, the Almighty will

do us some favor, different, indeed, from what we sought, but

more conducive to our eternal felicity ; for as Patrignani says,f

Saint Joseph sometimes refuses what is less, because he wishes

to grant what is greater. At other times we fail to obtain

our petitions, because we, by our ignorance, deprive our

* " The Bollandists," says Tillemont (I. 79.\, " relate several miracles, wrought

it is believed by GoJ, through St. Joseph's intercession, during the last century."

t PATRIGNANI, Book II. ch. ix. § 7.

 21
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prayers of all their efficacy.* We ask, says Saint Leo,f

quiet, rest and solace, when we should ask strength and

patience in affliction and hardship. Hence we should know

that if the lavor we ask of Saint Joseph to obtain for us of

his son, the Man-God, does not come down from heaven, it is

not from want of power in our intercessor, hut from the ig

norance or irregularity of our prayer.

Well does the poet say :

" If we are unheard, tis not that heaven's in fault,

The fault is ours." J

* St. James, iv. 3.

t lutor tentatimues hujas vitie prius nobis tolerantiam postulandam ease quam

gloriam. (SAixr LEO, Serm, de Transfiyurations)

$ Sin minus amlimur, non nos oracula fnllunt

Divina. In nubta culpa est ; obsiatimus ipsl

N ol. is : Noc p«timus. qua par ent, mentu fiileque :

Ant plerumque, etiam stulta et nocitura precamar.

Oraatl, nt par est. Dunquam Dens obstruit aures.

A 11 A IP, lleraicn 'It Dso, T. 55.
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PROTECTION OF SAINT JOSEPH IN THE AGONIES OF DEATH.

'HE world has experienced the powerful patronage

of the spouse of the Mother of God in all the ne

cessities to which that misery exposes us, in which

we children of the first man are born. The vio

lently afflicted church has breathed and maintained

her rights and honors by the protection of so illustrious and

victorious a patriarch. Catholicity is preserved amid the

nations as blooming as those lilies which spring up and pre

serve their brilliancy amid the thorns that surround them.

Religious orders have found support and remedy from want,

in the abundance of his most seasonable succor : 0 fathers

wisdom to direct their families : sovereigns peace at home

* PATRIGNANI, Book II. ch. ix. § 3.



 

and victory in war ; the sick have seen diseases suddenly

cured, which the most searching remedies could not reach ;

the persecuted have obtained patience, and the just a glorious

perseverance ; because Saint Joseph is like that luminary

tliat has under the gentle heat of its influence the earth, on

which those dwell whom heaven has placed under his care.

He protects and succors all, then, amid the calamities which

afflict them ; but in that formidable moment which has made

a Hilarion and a Jerome tremble in the desert, then the holy

patriarch seems to add the last efforts to his power, and all

the authority of father and spouse to his claims, as though he

had reserved his power for that terrible hour, when those are

in their agony who have venerated him in life with especial

marks of devotion.

This peculiar patronage of Saint Joseph over his clients

when about to pass to the next world, we can here confirm

with four proof's, which were four proofs of his gratitude and

love. These make him more liberal to them who, having

chosen him as an advocate, have placed in his intercession

their hopes of bliss and solace in trial, especially in that hour

whi<-h we cannot remember without feeling a torrent of bitter

ness arise in our memory.

The first benefit we read in the life of Sister Prudentiana

of the order of Saint Francis, who, when about to die, re

ceived from Saint Joseph in reward of her devotion, the

greatest consolation which she could desire at that hour ; be

cause he appeared with the Infant Jesus in his arms, whence

he passed to the arms of his spouse Prudentiana, who already

began in anticipation to enjoy the delights which God reserved

for her in heaven.*

* Yidas de Ins persunas ilustres en eantidad del orden Fmncacano. (Feb. 14.)

&
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The second is related by Patrignani,* citing Saint

Vincent Ferrer, who says that a Valentia merchant had the

devout habit of inviting to his table at Christmas in honor

of Jesus, Mary and Joseph, a poor old man and a nursing

woman with her child. The pious merchant died, and ap

pearing to some who were commending his soul to God, he

told them that at the very moment of his departing this life,

Jesus, Mary and Joseph came down to visit him, inviting him

in these words : " In life thou didst receive us into thy house

in the person of three poor persons, for which we now come

to receive thee into our home."

The third benefit which we will insert was the descent of

Saint Joseph from heaven with Saint Teresa and other saints

to assist at the death of Mother Anne of Saint Augustine.

A nun residing in another convent wituessed this visit ; while

imploring our Lord to prolong Mother Anne's life, she beheld

her ascend to heaven between Saint Joseph and Saint Teresa.f

The fourth was a favor in which Saint Joseph showed his

patronage for his clients, and his zeal for souls of which he is

the universal father and protector. The favored one was an

Augustinian friar, who some months after his death appeared

to a fellow-religious, telling him that he suffered most terrible

torments in purgatory, and had been in danger of condemna

tion, but that Saint Joseph, who availed much at Christ's

tribunal, as his putative father, delivered him from hell for

the devotion with which he venerated him in this world.^

[" We should particularly entertain devotion to Saint Jo

seph," says Saint Alphonsus Liguori, " that he may obtain for

 

* PATRIGNANI, Lib. II. ch. viii. § S.

f History of the Disi-aleed Carmelites.

J ALLOZA, Amor y afician a San Jose ; GARCIA, Compendia tfe lea excelencuis de

San Josi.



 

us a happy death. In return for his saving the Infant Jesus

from the suares of Herod, he has the privilege of delivering

the dying from the suares of the devil. Besides, in conse

quence of his having for so many years assisted Jesus and

Mary, and provided them by his daily toil, both a home and

sustenance, he has the privilege of obtaining for those who

honor him a special assistance of Jesus and Mary at the mo

ment of death.

" 0 my holy protector, Saint Joseph, my sins deserve a bad

end : but if thou dost defend me, I cannot be lost. Not only

hast thou been a great friend of my Judge, but thou hast

been, too, his gnardian and foster-father ; commend me to

thy Jesus, who loves thee so. I place myself under thy pro

tection, receive me as thy servant for evermore. And in the

name of the holy society of Jesus and Mary, of which thou

didst enjoy the advantages in this life, obtain for me at the

moment of my death a special assistance of Jesus and Mary."]

 



 

CHAPTEK XVI.

METHODS OF HONORING SAINT JOSEPH GIVEN BY FATHERS

BINET AND PATKIGNANI.

)HOSE who seek the protection of Saint Joseph, may

honor him by these actions of piety. The first will

be to have a mass said on the nineteenth of each

month, or on the festivals of the holy patriarch.

The second, to found, if means permit, a perpetnal

mass in honor of the holy patriarch, either every

day or every month, or at least on the solemnities when the

church celebrates his death, his espousals and his patronage.

The third to give a dowry to some peor girl to enable her to

take a state in life and escape all danger. The fourth is to

meditate on his seven joys and dolors. The fifth, to imitate

",



 

him in his silence, his purity, his obedience and conformity

to the orders and precepts of heaven ; in his constancy in

virtue and all the exercises of piety, in his patience amid per

secutions, hardships and insults ; in his humility and in that

heroic resignation which he maintained among the Egyptians,

while awaiting the order for his return.

The sixth, to divide the week among the seven privileges

of Saint Joseph, meditating on one each day. On Sunday

we may meditate on him as father of Jesus ; on Monday as

spouse of the Virgin Mary : on Tuesday as adorned with

virginal purity ; on Wednesday as patriarch, that is, as re

puted father of that Jesus who is the head of the elect in

the enjoyment of heaven ; on Thursday as treasurer or minister

of our redemption and gnardian of Christ and his most holy

mother ; on Friday as treasurer of the graces of the Al

mighty ; on Saturday as seated near the throne of the most

holy Trinity after Jesus and Mary.

The seventh mode is to seek new clients to revere and

honor him, in order to share in the happiness of that preacher

of whom Binet tells,0 who was assisted and consoled at the

hour of death by the Blessed Virgin, because he was accus

tomed in his sermons to relate some beautiful example in

her honor or that of her holy spouse Saint Joseph. The

eighth is to keep in our house some picture or statue of the

holy patriarch, or at least his medal on our beads, imitating

Saint Francis de Sales, the only picture in whose breviary

was a picture of Saint Joseph to show his most singular affec

tion and devotion,f or imitating Father Lonis Lalemant, that

most devout client of Saint Joseph, who asked that a picture

»

0

,

* BINET, Portrait dcs favenrs divins fails a. Saint Joseph, chap xii.

t PATRIONANI, Lib. III. ch. i. § 5. 



 

of the saint should be laid on his corpse to accompany him

to the grave. The ninth is to meditate on these expressions

which Saint Mary Magdalen de Pazzi uttered in ecstasy :

" Oh, how the glorious Saint Joseph participates in the passion

of Jesus hy the services which he rendered his humanity !

The purity of Saint Joseph is regarded in heaven as Mary's,

and in the splendor that emanates from both in heaven,

Joseph's glory seems to be more brilliant and glorious than

Mary's. Joseph between Jesus and Mary is like a refulgent

star, holding under his protection all the souls that are ranged

under the banner of Mary." *

The tenth is to kneel before a picture of the saint and

manifest all our necessities, both corporal and spiritual, in the

same manner that we would in the presence of so benign and

amiable a protector. The eleventh is to practise those aids

to the poor which, as Patrignani tells us, are applauded as

triumphs of charity at Florence. The twelfth action is di

rected to the prelates of the church ; of whom Albertus

Magnus said that, the father of Jesus and head of the holy

family, was the model and example.f The last action will be

to place ourselves daily under the protection of Saint Joseph,

the head and guardian of the noblest and most illustrious

* Joseph exemplar prsclutornm ecclesioe. (ALRERTUS MAGNUS, mp. \. in Mnlth.)

t " Of the small number of devotions to St. Joseph which have been indulgenred

hy the Holy See, two are for priests only. The one to be said before Mass, epenks

not ouly of seeing and hearing Jesus, but of carrying Him, kissing Him, clothing

Him, and taking care of Him, and then says : " O God, who hast given onto us a

royal priesthood, grant that as Blessed Joseph deserved reverently to tonch with

his hands, and carry Thine Only-Begotten Son, bom of the Virgin Mury, we too

may serve at Thine Altar." And a^ain in the Collect called the " Efficacious

prayer," also indulgenced by Pins VII. for priest.s ouly, St. Joseph is spoken of as

the Keeper of the Virgins Jesus and Mary, and the model of our ministrations to

them both. And look at the parallel between St. Joseph and the Catholic priest

hood." FARER, (Blessed Saerament, 143.)
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family that the world has ever seen. The power and influence

of this great saint is shown in these verses :

Jam coeli Regma jubet, jam regia Coujux

Impernt, es sponsus ? Rex ades : * ergo jube

Fidere faa rebus, fas est, sperare salmoiu

Tunto sub 1'atrn, cni Filius ipse Dens.

* Xabentem regiase consequena eat, regvm es»e. (BALJ>US, il> nscrtptis.)

 



 

 

CHAPTER XVII.*

 

SERMON FOR THE FEAST OF SAINT JOSEPH, BY SAINT

ALPHONSUS MARY LIGUORI.

MID the innumerable means of salvation that God

has put at our disposition, there is one that proves

no less than all others the great love that God bears

us, and the great desire which he has for our salva

tion : it is devotion to the saints. God wishes that

they, as his friends, should intercede for us, and ob

tain for us by their merits and prayers the graces which we

do not merit of ourselves. And if it is so, it is not that the

merits of Christ are not more than superabundant to enrich

us with all good, but because he thereby wishes to honor his

faithful servants by admitting them to co-operate in our salva

tion ; and on the other hand he wishes to inspire us with a

 

Supplemental.
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greater confidence of obtaining graces by the intervention of the

saints. Now among all the saints, who but knows that, after

the Divine Mother, Saint Joseph has great credit and great

power with God to obtain grace for those who honor him.

This we shall see in the two following points :

I. How we should honor Saint Joseph on account of his

dignity.

II. How we should confide in Saint Joseph's protection on

account of his sanctity.

I. Who can doubt that it is a duty on onr part to honor

Saint Joseph after the Son of God himself deigned to honor

him with the name of Father ?0 And surely the evangelists

unhesitatingly give him the title : " His father and mother

were wondering at these things which were spoken concerning

him." f It is, too, the name which the Divine Mother gave

him : " Thy father and I have sought thee sorrowing." J

Now if the King of kings has wished to raise Saint Joseph

to so high an honor, it is most proper and just that we should

seek to honor him as much as we can.§ What angel, or

what saint, says Saint Basil, ever merited to be called the

father of the Son of God ? || We may, then, well apply to

Saint Joseph what Saint Paul says, that he has received a

more excellent name than theirs.^]" By this name of father

* " Josephum parentis honore colnit Christus."—" Christ honored Saint Joseph

as a father." (OmoEN, Hom. 17, in Luc. xi.)

t Luke ii. 33. J Luke ii. 48.

§ " Ab hominibus valde honorandus qnern Rex regum sic volnit extoUcre."—

'• Much is he to be honored by men whom the King of kings has thus chosen to

exalt.." (CARIUNAL OF CAMRRAY, Tract. de S. Jcaepho.) <

|| N'omine Patris noque angelus, neque sanctus tuernit appellari ; hoc unns

Joseph potnit nunenpari.—" By the name of father, no angel, no saint merited to

be styled ; Joseph alone conld be so called."

1 Bi-ing made so mnch better than the angels, as he had inherited » more ex

cellent name than they. (Hebrews i. 4.)
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Joseph has been more honored of God than all the patriarchs,

prophets, apostles and pontiffs ; they all bear the name of

servants, Joseph that of father.

Now behold Joseph, as father, constituted head of this

little family, little in number, but great in the two great

persons that it contained, namely the Mother of God and the

only Son of God made man.0 In that house Joseph com

mands, and the Son of God obeys.f This subjection of

Christ, says Gerson, by proving to us the Saviour's humility,

shows us the great dignity of Saint Joseph^ "And what

greater dignity, what greater elevation, says the same author,

can there be than to command him who commands all

kings ?"§

Josue filled the whole world with admiration, when he

commanded the sun to stand still, in order to give him time

to accomplish the overthrow of his enemies, and the sun

obeyed his voice.|| But what parallel can we draw between

Josue who sees himself obeyed by the sun, an inanimate crea

ture, and Joseph who sees himself obeyed by the Sun of Jus

tice, Jesus Christ, the Son of God ? As long as Joseph

lived, that is for twenty-five years, Jesus respected him as a

father, so that, during these twenty-five years it was onr

Saviour's continnal occupation to obey Saint Joseph. During

all that tune it was the part of Joseph to command as head

 

s " He made him (Joseph) master of his house." (Psalm civ. 21.)

t " And he was subject to them." (Luke ii. 51.)

J " Et erat subditus illis : quse subjectio sicut notat humilitutem in Christo,

ita dignitatem in Josepho."—" And he was nibject to them : a subjection, which as

it denotes humility in Christ, denotes dignity in Saint Joseph." (GERSo.x, Senn,

de Natirit.)

§ Qnid sublimius quam imperure ei qni in femore habet soriptum : Rex re-

gum ct Dominus dominantium ?—" What more sublime than to command him

who hath written on his thigh : King of kinljs, and Lord of lords ?"

|| The Lord obeying the voice of a man. (Josue x. 14.)

;
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of that family, and the part of Christ to obey, as subordinate

to Joseph, whom God had given instead of a father. Thus

all the actions of Christ, his movements, his nourishment, his

repose were all regulated by the orders of Joseph, and more

over Jesus was most attentive to hear and execute what Jo

seph commanded. According to the revelation which Saint

Bridget had, the Son of God was so obedient, that when Jo

seph said to him : " Do this," or " do that," he did it imme

diately.0 And Gerson represents Jesus to us, sometimes

preparing their meals, sometimes washing the dishes, some

times going to the well for water, sometimes sweeping the

house.f According to Saint Bernard, God did not choose

Saint Joseph merely to be the consoler of his Mother, who

had so many tribulations on earth ; he did not chjose him

merely to be the foster-father of Christ ; but he also wished

him to be in some sort his co-operator in the redemption of

the world, which was the work of the great council of the

three divine persons.^ Consequently, wishing him to hold

the place of a father to his Son, he confided to him the care of

bringing him up and protecting him against the suares of his

enemies. " Take the child," § as if addressing him in the

words of the psalm : " To thce is the poor man left." ||

Yes, Joseph, I have sent my Son upon earth, and I have sent

* Sic Filius mens obediens erat ut cum Joseph diceret : Fac hoc, vel illnd,

statim ille fuciebat. ^Sr. BIUDGET, Rerel. Lib. VL. ch. 68.)

t Ssepe cibum et potum parat, vasa lavat, bajulut undam de fonte, nuneque

domnm scopit. (GEESON, In Joseph. Distinct. 3.)

J " Fidelis servus et pnulens, quem constitnit Dominus suse matris solatium,

suse carnis nutritium, solum denique in terns magni consilii coadjuturem fidelis^i-

mnm."—"The faithful and prndent servant whom oar Lord constituted His

mother's solace, the nourisher of Himself, in fine the sole most faithful coadjutor of

the Great Council on earth. (Si BERNARD, Hom. II. super Missus eat.)

g Matt. ii. 13.

1! Psalm x. (pt. 2) 14,
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him poor, humble, without the pomp of wealth or external dig

nity : he shall therefore be despised in the world and styled " a

carpenter's son," 0 according to the humble calling that thou

dost follow. I have wished thee to be poor, because I wished

thee to hold the place of father to my Son, poor like thyself ;

for he has not come into the world to rule, but to save men

by his sufferings and death. Thou shalt be on earth his

gnardian and his father in my stead : to thee has been left

the care of the poor : I resign him into thy hands. He shall

be persecuted, and thou shalt share his persecuted lot ; wateh

over him, and be faithful to me.

In consequence, God, says Saint John Damascenus, gave

Joseph a father's love, a father's watehful care, and a father's

anthority.f He gave him a father's affection, that he might

wateh with great tenderness over Jesus ; he gave him a

father's solicitude, that he might see all possible precautions

around him : and finally a father's authority, to give him the

assurance that he should be obeyed in all the measures that he

might take touching the person of his Son.

Having, moreover, admitted him to be the co-operator in

the work of redemption, as Saint Bernard says, he wished

him to be present at the birth of Jesus Christ ; and that so

that he might afterwards be a faithful wituess of the glory

rendered to God by the angels at the birth of his Son, and

of the account given by the shepherds when they came to

adore our Saviour : God wished him also to wituess the arrival

of the Wise Men who, gnided by the star, came from distant

lands to adore the holy child, as they themselves declared :

" We have seen his star in the East, and are come to adore

• Is not this the carpenter's s^n? :Matt. xiii. 3.)

f Dalit ci affcctum, solicitudiaeiu, anctoritatem patris.

} Matt. ii. 2.



 

Then the Almighty seeing that jealous Herod, fearful tor

his royalty, sought to slay the divine child, sent an angel to

Joseph to bid him take the child and his mother and fly into

Egypt.0 And behold, Joseph, faithful and docile to the voice

of G-od, rising by night, and even as interpreters of Holy

Writ maintain, the very night that he received the angel's

warning, took the child and Mary his mother, and set

out for the land of Egypt. Joseph, without losing time, took

as many of the tools of his trade as he could carry, foreseeing

that he must depend on them in Egypt for the support of his

poor family. Mary took in her arms her child with the scanty

clothing that was to serve her son, and both set out unat

tended, like poor pilgrims, to perform that long and perilous

journey, having to cross vast deserts before reaching Egypt ;

without any hope of finding friends or kinsmen there, but

only a barbarous and unknown nation. In this country, Jo

seph, in pursnance of another warning of the angel, who said

to him : " Arise, and take the child and his mother, and go

into the land of Israel," f Joseph, I say, immediately departed

from Egypt and returned to Judea : but there, warned anew

by the angel, he did not abide in Judea for fear of Archelaus,

who reigned instead of Herod, his father : he proceeded to

Nazareth in Galilee, where he dwelt till his death in the com

pany of his beloved Jesus, continning to lead a life of poverty

in his humble calling.

In this interval it happened, that having gone with Mary

and Jesus, then a child of twelve years of age, to visit the

temple of Jerusalem, as he was returning home, he came up

* Arise, and take the Child and his mother, and fly into Epypt, and be there

until I tell thee ; for it will come to pass that Herod will seek the child to de

stroy him. (Matt. ii. 13.)

t Matt. ii. 20.
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to Mary, whom he supposed to be attended by her Son, and

found that Jesus was not there ; for three days Joseph did

nothing but mourn over the absence of Jesus, the only love

of his heart. But what afflicted him most was the fear that

Jesus might have left him for some offence that he had given,

and that the divine child deemed him no longer worthy of

preserving so great a treasure, as Lanspergius somewhere

tells us.* But he was afterwards consoled by learning from

Jesus himself that he had remained in the temple engaged in

his Father's glory. From that time till his death Joseph con

tinued to lavish his care on Jesus ; and then he had the bliss

of terminating his life in the arms of Mary and Jesus, who

assisted him at that last moment. Hence Saint Francis de

Sales says, that he must hold it as certain that Joseph died

of love like his Virgin spouse.

II. We ought to have great confidence in the protection

of Saint Joseph, because he has been extremely dear to God

on account of his sanctity. To estimate Saint Joseph's

sanctity it is sufficient to know that he was chosen by God to

discharge the duties of a father to Jesus Christ. Now Saint

Paul tells us : that God " hath made us fit ministers of the

New Testament,"")" which means, according to Saint Thomas,

that whenever God chooses any one for a particular ministry,

he gives him all the graces necessary to fit him to fulfil it.

God having then destined Saint Joseph to exercise a father's

authority over the Incarnate Word, we must hold for certain

that he conferred upon him all the gifts of wisdom and

* Tristabatur ex humilitate, quia arbitrabatur se indignum cui tam pretiosus

commissus esset thesaurus. He was saddened Irom humility, because he deemed

himself unworthy of having so precious a treasure committed to his care.

f IL Cor. iii 6.

22



 

 

sanctity which snited so sublime an office. We cannot then

doubt but thaUhe enriched him with all the graces and priv

ileges accorded to other Saints. Gerson and Snarez say that

Saint Joseph had three special privileges not granted to other

saints. The first was that of being sanctified in his mother's

womb like Jeremias and Saint John the Baptist. The second

was that of being at the same time confirmed in grace. The

third that of being ever exempt from the movements of con

cupiscence : a privilege which Saint Joseph by the merits of

his purity may communicate to those who honor him by de

livering them from carnal appetites.

Joseph in the Gospel is called JUST.0 Now what does

the word just mean ? According to Saint Peter Chryso-

logus, it means a perfect man who possesses all virtues ; f so

that Saint Joseph was already ho., before his marriage, but

he made still greater progress in sanctity after his marriage

with the Blessed Virgin. The example of his holy spouse

alone was enough to sanctify him. But if Mary, as Saint

Bernardino of Siena says, is the dispensatrix of all the graces

that God grants to men, with what profusion must we not

believe that Mary enriched her spouse, whom she loved so

well and by whom in return she was so beloved. How much

more must we not believe that Joseph's sanctity increased by

the continnal company and familiarity of Jesus all the time

that they lived together ? If the two disciples who were

going to Emmaus felt their hearts inflamed with divine love

in the few moments that they enjoyed our Saviour's company

* Matt. i. 19.

| Joseph vocari jnatum attendite, propter omnium virtutum perfectam posse^io-

nem. Observo tii.it Joseph is called u just man from his oerfect possession of all

virtues.



 

and heard him speak,* what ardent flames of holy charity

must not have been enkindled in Joseph's heart while con

versing for twenty-five years with Jesus, hearing the words

of eternal life that fell daily from his lips, and observing the

wonderful examples of humility, patience, and obedience

which he gave, showing such readiness to aid him in his toil,

and serve in any thing required in the domestic affairs of the

house ? What a conflagration of divine love must have been

kindled in the heart of Joseph by all these darts of divine

love : in that heart so detached from all earthly affection ?

It is true that he also loved greatly his spouse Mary, but that

love for Mary did not divide his heart, according to the ex

pression of the apostle, who says that the married man has

his heart divided.f No, Joseph's heart was not divided, be

cause the love which he bore his spouse filled him more and

more with divine love. Thus, beyond all doubt, Joseph while

he lived with Jesus, increased his merits and sanctity to such

a point, that we may well say that he surpassed the merits

of all the other saints.

This laid down, as the Apostle tells us that Christ will

reward each one in the other life according to his merits.^

what glory consequently may we not suppose that he has

prepared for Saint Joseph, who has rendered him so many

services, and by whom he was so much beloved while he lived

on earth ? On the last day, Our Saviour will say to the

elect ; "I was hungry, and you gave me to eat ; I was a

stranger, and you took me in ; I was naked, and you covered

J\

* Was not our heart burning within us, whilst he spoke in the way. (Luke

xxiv. 32 )

t Bnt he that is with a wife is solicitous . . . how he may please his wife ; and

is divided. (1 Cor. vii. 33.)

J He will render to every one according to his works. (Rom. it 6.)



 

me." * Yet these did not really feed, shelter and cover

Christ in person, but only in the person of the poor, while

Saint Joseph afforded food, a home and clothing to Jesus

Christ himself. Moreover our Lord has promised a reward to

him who gives a cup of water to the poor in his name.f

Now what will be the reward of Joseph who can say to

Jesus : Not only did I provide thee with food and lodging

and clothing, but I saved thee from death by delivering thee

from the hands of Herod. Now all this should serve to

increase our confidence in the protection of Saint Joseph,

and persuade us that God in consideration of the merits of

Saint Joseph, will never refuse his foster-father a favor that

he asks in favor of those who honor him.

Saint Bernardino goes even further and does not hesitate

to say : " Beyond all doubt Jesus in heaven not only does

not refuse Saint Joseph those marks of familiarity and

respect, frtrich he gave him during life as a son to a fathec,

but he crowns it by new regard." J Observe the words,

familiarity and respect ! That same Lord who on earth

honored Saint Joseph as a father will surely refuse him

nothing that he asks in heaven. To which we must add that

if Joseph on earth had no authority over Christ's humanity

as his natural father, he had nevertheless, at least in a cer

tain manner as spouse of Mary, who as our Saviour's natural

mother had authority over him. He who has dominion ovcr

the tree has too over the frnit which it bears. It follows

that Jesus on earth respected Joseph, and obeyed him as hia

• Matt. xxv. 35.

f Whosoever shall give you to drink a cup of water in my name .... he shall

not lose his reward. (Mark ix. 40.)

Dubitandum nan est, quod Christus fumiliaritatem et reverentiam qnam ex-

hibnit illi cam viveret, tanqnam filins patri suo, in ccelis ntique non negavit, sed

pocius complevit. (Sermo de S. Josepho.)
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superior, and it follows too that now in heaven, the prayers

of Saint Joseph are regarded by Christ as commands. This

is Gerson's thought : " When a father, says he, entreats his

son, his prayer is a real command." *

Let us now hear what Saint Bernard says of the power

which Saint Joseph exercises in distributing graces to those

who put their confidence in him." There are Saints who

have the power of protecting us in certain circumstances ;

but it has been granted to Saint Joseph to succor us in every

kind of necessity and defend all who fly to him with senti

ments of piety." f Now what Saint Bernard said to express

his manner of regarding it, Saint Teresa has confirmed by

her own experience, saying : " It seems that God has granted

to other Saints to aid us only in certain necessities : but we

find by experience that Saint Joseph can aid us in all."

Nor can we doubt it, since as Christ chose to be subject to

Joseph on earth, so he does in heaven all that that Saint

asks. Let us imagine then that the Lord seeing us in pain,

says to us the words which Pharao addressed to the people at

the time of that great famine which desolated the land of

Egypt : " Go to Joseph," J Go to Joseph, if you would be

consoled. By the grace of God there is now in the world no

Christian who does not feel some devotion to Saint Joseph ;

but among all others, those certainly receive most graces who

invoke him most frequently and most confidently. Let us

then not fail every day, and several times a day, to commend

ourselves to Saint Joseph, who, next to Our Lady, is the

most powerful with God of all the Saints. Let us never fail

* Dum pater orat natum, velnt imperium reputatur. (GERSON, de 8. Jcaspho.)

f Quibusdam Sanctis datum est in aliquibus patrocinari, at Sancto Josepho in

on mi necessitate concessum est opitulari ct omues ad se pie conlugientes defendere.

\ Genesis xli. 45.
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to address him some particular prayer, and more especially in

his novena let us multiply our prayers, and fast on the eve of

his feast. Let us ask him for graces and he will obtain all

that will be useful for our souls. Above all do I exhort you

to ask of him three special graces, pardon for sin, love of

Jesus, and a happy death. As to pardon for sin, I have (his

to say : when Christ lived on earth in the house of Joseph,

had a sinner desired to obtain of Our Lord pardon for his sins,

could he have found a surer way of being heard than Joseph's

intercession ? If then we wish to be pardoned by God, let us

have recourse to Saint Joseph, who is more beloved by Christ

in heaven now than he was on earth. Let us moreover ask

of Saint Joseph love of Jesus, for I am assured that the

most signal grace which Saint Joseph can obtain for those

who honor him, is a tender love for the Incarnate Word, in

reward for the affection which Joseph had for Jesus in this

world. Moreover 'et us ask of him a happy death ; it is a

thing known to all, that Saint Joseph is the protector of a

happy death, since he had the happiness of dying in the arms

of Jesus and Mary. Those then who have confidence in him

should hope that Saint Joseph at the moment of their death

will come to assist them accompanied by Jesus and Mary.

•»

 



 





 

 

DEVOTION TO THE HOLY FAMILY.

OTHING is more admirable than the manner in

which various devotions are developed in the Church

according to the wants of succeeding ages, in order

to revive the faith of Catholics when dogmas or

practices are attacked by the hydra of error. Thus

did devotion to the Blessed Sacrament arise when

the Real Presence was assailed ; thus did devotion

to the Sacred Heart of Jesus come to warm the hearts

that had grown cold in their love of Jesus in his sacrament ;

thus did the devotion to Saint Joseph come to be a model to

the family and to the cloister ; and thus has each succeeding

age, since the great apostasy of northern Europe, seen the

Church surround the hallowed name of Mary with new devo

tions and new honors, till the devotion of the ages of faith

and chivalry to our blessed Mother, seems cold and indiffer

ent to that which now burns in the hearts of the faithful.



 

Devotions differ in the form but not in the object. They

vary like the flowers placed upon the altar, each clime and

each season giving its own with their thousand radiant hues,

and thousand rich perfumes, rendering for their time their

homage to God and his Saints. The bud and blossom are

found there alike, and so with devotions we find the full ex

panded flower, and the bud of yet unsystematized devotion.

Such a bud is devotion to the Holy Family, a devotion

familiar to the ear and dear to the heart of every Catholic :

a devotion which prompts the motto of his letters, the

ejaculations of his heart, the murmur of his lips, and yet a

devotion that has never attained in the universal Church a

feast, a votive Mass, few practices of devotion, only two in-

dulgenced prayers, and those merely ejaculations.

Jesus, Mary, Joseph, devotion of Bethlehem and Naza-

reth, of Egyptian exile in which the holy three are considered

not separately, but united as they were on earth, and reign

in heaven, the living image of the Trinity ! Beautifully does

Gerson exclaim : " Would that I could find words to explain

the admirable and venerable Trinity of Jesus, Mary, and

Joseph." 0 " This sacred Trinity," says Charbonnel, " that

Heaven has given to earth as a living image of the invisible,

eternal and alone adorable Trinity, is entitled next to God to

the first frnit of our homage, gratitude, confidence and

love." f

Model of Christian households, the Holy Family of Na

zareth could not but become an object of devotion, when do

mestic virtue began to decline, when in these sad days strife,

contention, vanity and extravagance alone seem to rule in

* Cuperem mihi verba suppeterent ad explicandam tarn admirandam, veneran-

damque Trinitatem, Jesn, Maria; et Joseph. (GEESON, Sermo in Natwit. V. M.

Coiutd. 4.)

f Devotion d la Saiate Famille, 18.
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Christian families. Not without its own ends has Providence

so miraculously preserved the Santa Casa, and borne it from

land to land the silent apostle of the virtues that had made

it the holiest dwelling on earth. How many a holy prelate,

how many a devoted missionary has, when a pilgrim at that

shrine, been filled with power to sanctify the Christian family,

and make it Christian indeed ! how many a one has there

learned and been gifted to inspire others with devotion to the

Holy Family !

In these later ages the sanctity of the marriage too is in

vaded by civil laws, seeking to degrade to a bond as slight

as that of the hireling and his master that union which Our

Redeemer compared to his own union with the Church. Un

paralleled dissolution of manners follows, conjugal infidelity

prevails, polygamy rears its loathsome head. Woman strives

to assume a position different from that which God and the

Church assign her ; she seeks to leave her proper sphere, and

mingle in the busy life of man ! And worse than all, be

hold children—where is their respect, their obedience, their

devoted love for their parents ? The crime with which the

Apostle of the Gentiles reproached the nations, whose igno

rance of the truth might be some excuse, is now the shame of

Christians. Disobedience of their parents, disregard of their

authority, contempt of all that is dearest in the sacred ties,

shock the faithful pastor at every step, and lead, he knows

too well, to the loss of faith and salvation. With the in

spired son of Sirach he must ever cry : " Honor thy father,

and forget not the groanings of thy mother . . . and make a

return to them, as they have done for thee." 0

The Christian family has lost its fervor, its original vir

tues, and it is only by studying the model shown them on

* Ecclus. vii. 29.
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the mountain, on the rugged hill-side of Nazareth, in the

humble house of Joseph, in the example of Jesus, Mary, and

Joseph, that husband and wife, parent and child, can learn

the true spirit of their vocation, the true path which God

opens before them. This model should be ever before their

eyes, ever the object of their meditation, study, and devout

imitation. How many a lesson will not Jesus teach of obe

dience, alacrity, devotedness, care and sympathy : how many

a lesson may we not learn from Mary, in economy, modesty,

charity, devotion to the duties of her state ; what a picture

does not Jose'ph hold up of docility to God, assidnity in toil,

charity uublemished, wisdom in the direction of his household,

and in the performance of all the duties of a father ! What

recollectedness, prayer, retirement, disengagement from

worldly things do they not all inspire !

" Consider," says Saint Bonaventure, " consider this little

family blessed above all others, but practising most sublime

poverty, leading a most holy life. Happy Joseph gained

what he could by his joiner's trade ; our Lady plied the

needle and distaff. She did too the many duties of the

house, she prepared food for her husband and son, and did

whatever else was needed, for she had no servant. . . . Behold

them too eating their daily meal at their little table, taking

not exqnisite and highly dressed viands, but poor and modest

food. See too how they converse, not empty, idle words, but

words full of wisdom and the Holy Ghost ; no less refreshing

soul than body. See how, after a slight recreation, they turn

to prayer in their chambers, for their house was not ample

but small." 0

* Cnnsidera illnra super omnes alias benedictam familiam, pan'am, sed vnlde

exeelsam paupertatem et humilem vitum ducentem. Felix Joseph senex qiuerebnt

quod poternt de arte lignaminis ; Domina vero acu et colo pretio laborabat. Fu



 

It is no wonder then that pious souls have made this

Holy Family an object of special devotion, and that many

have inculeated it ; for if the perfection of religion is to

imitate what we adore and honor,* the object proposed for

our imitation must be also the object of our veneration.

Yet the devotion took no definite form, but its history is

like that of the Holy Family itself, interior, not outward,

hidden, not proclaimed. Loretto was its sanctuary, yet it

developed in France, but attained its maturest form, not

under the warm sky of Italy, nor the sunny glades of France,

but in wild and icy Canada, as though destined by the Al

mighty to produce its effect in our republic, where the family

ties sit more loosely, where divorces and immoral creeds have

done so much to destroy that Christian idea which the Church

had been inculeating for centuries, and had made at last an

instinct in the heart of all Christians.

In the middle of the seventeenth century a devotion arose

in France, which seems to have been the first defined homage

of the Catholic heart to the Holy Family. Persons devout

to Jesus, Mary and Joseph, began to wear a cord with thirty

knots and three loops to represent the union of thought, sen

timent and affection, which pervaded the Holy Family during

that number of years. f

ciebat et alia domus obsequia, qute multa sunt, «t melius nosti ; parabat victum

sponso et filio, et ulia expedientia faciebat, non enim Uabebnt servientem. . . . Con-

spice etium qualiter ipsi tres simul cumedunt ad imam mensulam per siugulos dies,

non lantas et exquisitas, eed pauperes et sobrias coenas sumentes, et qualiter postea

colloqunntur, uon inania et otiosa verba, sed plena sapientia et Spiritu Saneto : nee

minus mente reficiuntur quam corpore. Sed qualiter post aliqualem reereationem

a'lorationem se convertunt in cubilihus suis, non enim erat eis domus ampla sed.

parva. (SAINT BONAVENTURE, Afeditationa Vita Christi, cap. xv.)

* Sumuna religionis est imitari quod colimus.

t Vie du p«rs Pierre Marie Joseph Chaumonot eerite par lui memc. MSS.
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Devotion to the Holy Family seems to have accompanied

the first French settlers to Canada. Jesuit, Sulpitian, and

the secular clergy, alike claim the honor of planting and ex

tending it, so universal has it become, and so dear to the

heart of all Catholics there. Father Pijart is said to have

first formed the plan of giving the devotion a regular form.*

But there was then among the Jesuit missionaries of Canada,

another whom God had often honored with supernatural favors,

one whose life, spent amid the Indians of the lakes with the

holiest martyrs of the faith, Jogues and Brebenf, Daniel and

Garnier, had been preserved as though by a miracle. Father

Chaumonot had'been educated in Italy, and being cured of

a terrible disease at Loretto, his heart burned with devotion

to the Holy Family. In their honor he had erected amid the

Canadian suows a new Loretto, modelled on the Santa Casa,

which it reproduced in every dimension, and he had himself

adopted the names of both Joseph and Mary. This servant

of God had been reserved by Providence to give to the devo

tion to the Holy Family a definite form. Sent by his superiors

to Montreal in 1663, he felt inspired to form a sodality in

honor of the Holy Family, in order to sanctify Christian

families by an imitation of the virtues practised at Nazareth,

and the Almighty inspired with the same thought Madame

d'Ailleboust, a pious and devoted lady. The religious com

munities of Montreal, or Mary city, as the Sulpitians love to

call it, entered into the project with zeal. The Sulpitians

dedicated to Our Lord, the Sisters of the Congregation of

Our Lady, and the Hospital Nuns of St. Joseph, already in a

mauner formed an association in honor of Jesus, Mary and

'$?

* FAILLON, Vie delftte. Itamx, I. 234. Vio du p6re CHAPMONOT. Lasolide

Deration alatra Ste Familie. Quebec, 1855. /,« Klide Devotion it la tra Ste Famille.

Montreal, 1855.
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Joseph ; and when Father Chaumonot had drawn up the

sketeh of the association, the heads of all the communities

signed it, and sought to extend the sodality. Many of the

faithful eagerly presented themselves to be enrolled, and the

miraculous escape from the hands of the Indians of one of

its first associates filled all with confidence.

On his return to Quebec, Father Chaumonot proposed the

plan of the new association to Monseignenr de Laval, the first

Bishop of Quebec, who at once warmly entered into the pro

ject, and approved it by his mandate of March 14th, 1665.

Already edified by the devotion to the Holy Family which he

had found in Canada, this pious prelate had conceived the

idea of establishing the feast, and about this time chose four

theologians, M. Louis Ange des Maizerets, II. Henri de Ber-

nieres, and the Jesuit Fathers Martin Bonvart and Claude

Dablon, to compose the office, a task which, aided by the

poet Santeuil, they accomplished. The second Sunday after

Epiphany was named for its celebration, and it was solemnized

for the first time in 1655 ; since which time it has remained

one of the peculiar feasts of Canada, though now celebrated

on the third Sunday after Easter, on which day the holy

Bishop fixed it, by his mandate of the fourth of November,

1684.

Meanwhile he had applied to the Holy See for a confir

mation of the sodality, and Pope Alexander VII., on the 28th

of January, 1665, solemnly approved it, granting numerous

indulgences to the members. Succeeding Pontiffs confirmed

and extended this grant ; and the late Pope Gregory XVI.

extended it to all other confraternities of the Holy Family in

the diocese of Quebec.

These confraternities have continued : that at Montreal,

instituted soon after that at Quebec, lasted for a time, but

gave place to one of Saint Aune, on which Pope Clement



 

 

XII. bestowed his approval and a grant of indulgences, but

which has as its patronal feast that of the Holy Family.

The devotion thus instituted soon extended, and the pious

Bishop distributed on all sides pictures of the Holy Family,

and a little treatise which he drew up for the use of the As

sociates. Besides this, he established in his Cathedral a

chapel of the Holy Family, and parishes under the same title

rose in various parts, from Isle Orleans to Cahokia on the

banks of the Mississippi.0

The devotion thus founded, thus encouraged by so holy

a prelate, spread over Canada and the adjoining territories,

then belonging to the crown of France, and has continued in

Canada to onr day, realizing the design of the pions founders,

* FAIIXON, Vie de Mlle.Manct, I. 241.

Francis de Laval, first Bishop of Quebec, and so remarkable for his devotion to

the Holy Family, was born in 1663, and was one of the first clergymen formed by

the Seminary of the Foreign Missions at Paris. He was appointed Bishop of

Petrea, and Vicar Apostolic of Canada in 1658, and twelve years after Bishop of

Quebec. His life was one of great sanctity, tried mnch by the opposition of the

colonial authorities to his plans for the good of his diocese. Resigning his see in

1 •'..". 1, he retired to the Seminary of Quebec, where he died most piously. Peter

Mary Joseph Chaumonot was born in 1611, near Chatilloo sur Seine, where his

father was a vine-dresser. While at his studies, a wicked schoolmate induced him

to rob his uncle and rnn away. Fearing to return, he went to Rome, and after many

adventures, entered the Society of Jesus in 1632. Here he made great progress in

sanctity, and soliciting the Canadian mission, was sent to America in 1639. After

this he was to his last honr almost coustantly with the Huron Indians, having left

them only for a mission to Onondaga, and the memorable visit to MontreaL He

fonnded Loretto and the Confraternity of the Holy Family, as well as the Huron

Mission at Quebec, and died on the 21st of Febrnary 1693, in the odor of sanctity.

(SHEA'S Catholic 3/sMi'on.t amony the Indian Tribes, 198.) His devotion to the Holy

Family was not uurewarded. "Some hours before he expired," says Father

Uablon in the cireular letter announcing his death, " he suddenly assumed a smil

ing countenance serener than usnal. He sat up, stretehed ont his arms and hands,

ai.d seemed to embrace somc persons dear to him, and with eyes fixed on the foot

of his bed, he cried ont, ' Jesus, Mary, Joseph.> From that moment he continued

with more fervor than ever to elicit acts of virtue, especially love of God."
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" to inspire all Christian families with a true and solid piety,

as in the designs of God they should serve for the conversion

of the uubelievers by the example of an irreproachable life."

Long after this, and in our own day, another confraternity

of the Holy Family arose in Belgium, founded at Liege in

Belgium in 1844, whence it spread to France, England, and

other countries of Europe, extending even to America. Like

that in Canada it has received the approbation of the Holy

See, and been enriched with indulgences. Its object is also

the same in many respects, although while it proposes to

honor the Holy Family, it seeks to give especially to the

working classes many helps for the salvation of their souls.*

Nor is this devotion confined to Confraternities. The

very next year after the establishment of the Congregation

of the Holy Family at Montreal, the Hospital Sisters of

Saint Joseph at La Rochelle, of the institute founded at Bour-

deaux, in 1638, by the pious Mary Delpech de 1'Estang, were

filled with the spirit of the devotion to the Holy Family,

bound themselves by vows, and assumed the name of Sisters

of the Created Trinity, placing themselves under the protec

tion of Jesus, Mary and Joseph, and with a thought not less

full of poetry than of piety, adopted a dress in honor of the

three members of the Holy Family,—the violet habit recalled

Joseph's humility ; the purple scapular the robe thrown

around the shoulders of Our Lord in mockery ; while the man

tle of heavenly blue showed their subjection to the Queen of

Angels. The nuncio in France, Cardinal Chigi, approved the

change, and the order subsisted till the French Revolution.f

But if they were scattered then other orders of the Holy

* For further particulars as to these Sodalities, see fei Solirte ftrmtion tl It Sainle

Fanulle, Quebec, 1855,—Book of th* Confraternity of the Holy Family, Jesus,

Mary, aml Jo tepk. London, Richardson, 1854.

f HF.LVOT, lliitoirc des Oidnx Lhliyieux.

23



 

Family arose. In 1801 Besanc.on became the cradle of a

new community, the Sisters of the Holy Family, founded by

Madame Jacoulet, who, with the holy Jesnit Father Varin,

drew up a rule under which the Sisters have continued to

extend, and sanctifying themselves hallow with works of

mercy the dioceses of Besanc"on and Amiens.0 Soon after

another institute of the same name, similarly consecrated to

Jesus, Mary and Joseph, was founded at Villefranche de

Rouergue by Mary Emily Gnillemette Rodat, who died on

the 19th of September, 1852, after endearing her name to

all as the foundress and first superior of a most devoted com-

munity.f

Brothers of the Holy Family next appeared, and they

are laboring even in onr own land in the lake-gemmed up

lands of Minnesota ; and Gnilds of the Holy Family also

attest the manner in which the devotion is extending.

Besides the encouragement which the Holy See has given

to the devotion by the approval of the two confraternities,

it has also incited the faithful throughout the world to honor

the mysteries of the Holy Family, by the liberal indulgences

which it has accorded to the pronouncing of their holy names,J

and still more to the use of that ejaculatory prayer now so

familiar to every Catholic ear and every Catholic heart :

" JESUS, MARY, JOSEPH, I give yon my heart and my life.

"JESUS, MARY, JOSEPH, assist me in my last agony.

" JESUS, MARY, JOSEPH, may my soul depart this life in yonr company." §

* Gnidee Viedupere I'arin, p. 109. Madame Jacoulet died in 1836.

t Her life has been written by Leon Aubinean.

J Jesus, Mary, Joseph, 25 days' indulgence, and 25 more for bowing the head

at these holy names. (BonviER.)

§ " Cor menm et vitam meam vobis trado, Jesn, Maria et Joseph.

" In agiune ultimo, adeste mihi, Jesn, Maria et Joseph.

" In pace anima mea vobis e vita migret comitantibus, Jesn, Maria et Joseph."

Pius VII., on the 28th of April, 1817, granted 300 days' indulgence to the re
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Among the practices by which we may honor the Holy

Family, besides the cord which we have mentioned and the

chaplet, neither of which has received any formal approba

tion, we may apply ourselves to celebrate with especial fervor

those feasts in which the mysteries of the Holy Family are

celebrated. The Annunciation, the Visitation, the Nativity,

Circumcision of Our Lord, Epiphany, the Purification, and

the death of Saint Joseph, are the great holydays of the Holy

Family, inasmuch as the three sacred persons composing the

Holy Family appear in the mysteries commemorated on those

days.* Making almost the circuit of the year, they will enable

to consecrate it entirely to the Holy Family, or beginning

with the Nativity and closing with the feast of Saint Joseph,

we may make our devotion a spiritual retreat for the com

mencement of each year.

We may now examine briefly what advantages are to be

derived from this devotion. The clients of the Holy Family

have been enriched with so great temporal and spiritual

graces that we might enumerate many. Two will here suffice,

taken from the annals of the Canadian missions. One of the

first associates of the Association at Quebec was a poor but

pious woman, living at some distance from the chapel where

the exercises of the sodality were performed each morning.

Her children were young, and she rose early, prepared all for

their morning meal, and, commending them to the care of the

Blessed Virgin, hastened to the church. On her return

several times she found the door locked, but her little ones

dressed, and each eating her little portion. The eldest, just

citation of these three ejaculations, and a hnndred days to the recitation oi each

separately.

* CHARRONNF.L, Demtian a la Sainte Famille.
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able to talk, told the astonished mother that a beautiful Lady

had washed them, and given each her breakfast. The good

woman took her little girl to the houses of her wealthy neigh

bors, but in none did she recognize her benefactress. At

last, on entering the church, she ran up and pointed out the

picture of Our Lady as the one who had visited her. As

tounded at such a favor, the good woman made every effort

to advance in virtue, and by the intercession of the Holy Fam

ily made singular progress, bringing up her children in piety

and devotion.

A missionary on the shores of Lake Superior experienced

a no less striking protection. His flock were scattered far

and wide in the forests, and the lake was his path from one

station to another. Once he was about to leave a band of

his Chippcways, when the chief pointed to the threatening

sky, and warned the father not to try the treacherous lake ;

but he had promised, his children awaited him, and he

launched his canoe. He had proceeded some distance when,

the storm came on ; the paddles soon became useless, and

suapped in his hand. Lying down in his canoe, Father

Nouvel once more commended himself to the Holy Family,

to whom he had offered himself when embarking. The frail

bark was for a time dashed to and fro on the stormy billows,

but at length he felt driven as though by an invisible force,

and in a moment heard it grate on the beach. He leaped

up and bounded to the shore : it was the very spot from

which he had started, but all was now smoking embers.

During his brief absence the lightuing had struck a tower

ing tree ; the forest had been in flames ; the Holy Family

had saved him from a fearful death on the shore, and

from being ingulfed in the storm-vexed lake. Kneeling

down he poured forth his heartfelt thanks to Jesus, Mary and

Joseph.

 



 

We cannot then lack confidence in the Holy Family,

when cases of their remarkable protection exist ; but one

thing we should especially seek, and may more confidently

expect, and that is a happy death. If devotion to Saint

Joseph alone is encouraged to obtain this favor, the favor

which is indeed that of final perseverance—the burthen of so

many prayers of Saint Alphonsus Liguori—surely devotion to

the Holy Family, which teaches us to model our life not only

on that of Saint Joseph, but also on the lives of Jesus and

Mary, will be a far better preparation. Undoubtedly the best

method to merit the death of Saint Joseph, the ineffable happi

ness of expiring in the arms of Jesus and Mary, is to endeavor

in life to imitate the life of Joseph, like him, learning from

Jesus and Mary how to fulfil each duty of our life in the

highest perfection. And if, like Father Chaumonot, we seek

this in life, we may, like him, hope to obtain in our last

hours the bliss which made his dying moments a foretaste of

paradise.

" The whole Church of Christ," says Monseignenr Laval,

" would be one holy family, if the Christians of our days

imitated those of the first ages, who had only one heart and

one soul ; and who regulated their lives by the purest max

ims of the Gospel : then we should see the face of the earth

happily renewed, and it would be the image of Paradise,

where the saints all esteem themselves children of one Father,

and members of the Holy Family of a God who has all a

Father's love for them."

Be devout then, faithful Christian, to the Holy Family ;

let their names be often on your lips, address them frequently

in prayer, model your life and family on this glorious model,

and you will bless the day when you began a devotion so con

soling, so dear to the Heart of Jesus, so bountifully rewarded

here and hereafter, nor forget in your colloqnies with the holy
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members of that Trinity on earth the sinner who thus feebly

recommends the devotion.0

* The following is the prayer of the Holy Family, used ir. Canada : " Dens

qui unigenitum tnum in corde tuo ab seterno viventem, in cordc Virginis Marris, et

ejus sanctissimi sponsi vivere et regnare in seternum volnisti ; da nobis quxsumns

per hanc sanctissimam familiam Jesn, Marise et Joseph, in corde uno vitam jugi-

ter celebrare, cor unum inter nos et cum ipsis habere, tuamque in omnibus volun-

tatem cum Sanctis Angelis corde magno et animo volenti semper adimplere, ut se-

cundum cor tnum a te inveniri mereamur. Per enndem."—" O God, who hast

wished thy only begotten Son living from all eternity in thy heart, to live and

\f, reign for ever in the heart of the Virgin Mother and her most holy spouse, grant

us, we beseech Thee, through this most Holy Family of Jesus, Mary and Joseph,

duly to honor their life in one heart, to have one heart among ourselves, and with

them, and ever to fulfil thy will m all things with thy holy angels, with a gener

ons heart and a willing mind, that we may merit to be found by Thee according

to Thy henrt, throngh the same Christ our Lord."

The collect in the office is :—"Deus qni sulntis seternse, per sanclissimam fami

liam Jesu, Marise, Joseph, humaase generi pnemia prsestitisti ; tribue, qmesumus,

at m qna vitse authorem nobis similem foris aguovimns, per eam iutus refonnan

mereamur. i'cr enndem Dominum &c."

»
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GENEALOGY OF SAINT JOACHIM AND SAINT ANNE.

 

HOLY SCRIPTURES pass over in

profound silence alike the most holy life

and illustrious names of Joachim and

Anne, the illustrious parents of the

Blessed Virgin Mary, Mother of God.

Adoring with most profound respect

the conduct of the Sovereign author of the sacred vol

umes, I think that the omission of the names and

heroic deeds was to lea^ve the history of such progenitors for

those annals and that volume, where with most brilliant lights

are inscribed the lives of the heroes who have most illustrated

the world with his dignity, his ministry, and his example.

This providence of heaven is seen even in the Only-begotten

of the Father, Jesus Christ, of whose life, for the long space

of thirty years, we simply know that he vouchsafed to be

obedient to his parents. Scarcely any notice have we of the

words and actions of the Blessed Virgin, in the seventy-two

years that she lived among mortals. Of Saint Joseph (whose



LIFE OF ST. JOACHIM AND ST. ANNE.

 

life wo must suppose filled with wonderful events in conse

quence of his sacred ministry) there is little that we know

with positive certainty. And so we must confess that the

whole life of the greatest personages of the Church is con

cealed in an abyss of modesty and silence.

Nevertheless the Catholic Church,0 enlightened by a con

stant tradition, holds for certain that Joachim and Anne were

the real names of the parents of the Blessed Virgin Mary.

Hence Saint Joachim as well as Saint Anne were most noble,

being descended in the tribe of Judea from the blood of

David : because of Levi, the son of Melehi, a descendant of

David by the branch of Nathan was born Panter, father of

Bipanter whose son Saint Joachim was, according to the

account of Saint John Damascenus. On the other hand,

Nathan by his wife Mary had three daughters, the first of

whom was called Maryf like her mother, the second Sobe,

* Historians ask whether the parents of the Blessed Virgin bore the names of

Joachim and Aune in this life, or whether they ;ire mystical names given by the

Chureh to signify their glorious destiny. The Bollandists (July 26), Serri, and

other writers think that there is nothing to show that they were actnally called

Joachim and Anne ; but the torrent of theologians and critics hold the contrary, as

may be seen in Treimbelli, Life of Saint Junrhim and Saint Anne lch. ii.) Tillemont,

Hintoire Ecclestanti'iue (I. 2G6), Cahnet, Dicuomnaire de la Btble (verbo Anne) ; Sedel-

mayr, Tlieoloyia Mariana (No. 1.11); Montagne ^ppamtus Biblirux, Op 8, num.

53. The last author, thongh a Protestant, says that the tradition of the Chnreh as

to the ancient and primitive names of Joachim and Anne, is so well received that

only the rash and the shameless will oppose so ancient a tradition.

The names are indeed mystic ; because Anne signifies Grace, and Joachim, Prs-

paratlun nf the L.ord, or, according to Gulntinns, Cod raises and irnifima ; but the

mystical meaning, as we see in the case of Jesus and Mary, does not exclude the

ancient and primitive meaning.

Father Alphonsus Nicuhni (Diaalatume 6 de Giuditla") and Trombclli teach that

Saint Joaohim may have also been called Heli, according to the oriental and espe

cially the Hebrew custom of having two names.

t This genealogy of Saint Anne, given by Binet, is taken from St. John r>ama-

scenus (Dejide Orthudvxa, Lib. iv. chap, xv.), who is, however, at variance with tha
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and the third Anne, the glorious mother of the Blessed Virgin

Mary.

The sacred doctors, relying, it is believed, on ancient

traditions, affirm that Anne and Joachim led a most holy

life, and have sufficient reason to affirm it, because the

eternal wisdom and admirable providence of God having chosen

them as progenitors of the Mother of the monarch of the

universe, Jesus Christ, they could not but have been eminent in

every virtue. The adorable Trinity, which had destined them

to be parents of the queen of the universe, wished to try the

firmness and constancy of their resignation, by afflicting them

for the space of twenty years with an ignominious barrenness,

which prevented their enjoying the fruit and blessing of their

most chaste matrimony. But though the fecundity of nature

anthors cited by us in our Life of Saint Joseph. We must observe, however, that

by a typographical error the text of St John Damascenus has, Levi yenuit Melrhi,

instead of Atelelti yenuit Levi, for Melehi was father not son of Levi, as we read (Luke

iii. 23.)

If we follow the learned Calinus (Tom. iv. Lib. ii. ch. 2), and Father Sianda

( Life of the Blessed Virgin, ch. xi. and xvi.), we must say that the mother of God

was of the blood of David on the side of her mother Saint Anne, and, according tu

the latter, on her father's side also. " It is an indisputable consequence that the holy

parents of the mother of Jcsus Christ descended in a right line from the royal race

of David ; " not only Saint Joachim, but also Saint Anne was an illustrious scion of

the royal Davidic line ; for, as Saint Joachim was a just man, he must in his mar

riage have followed the law, lain down in Numbers xxxvi. 1., forbidding men to

marry out of their tribes.

Siauda, to uphold Binet's opinion as to the Mother of God, affirms that Saiat

Anne was a sister of Jacob, Saint Joseph's father : but he \a contradicted by Sedel-

meyr cited in the first chapter of the Life of Saiat Joseph, and by other good writ

ers, who think Mathan the father of Mary, Soba (Elizabeth's mother), and Saiat

Anne, was of the priestly order of Aaron ; that is to say, that Saint Anne was not

the daughter of the Mathan mentioned in Saint Matthew's gospel, as he was a de

scendant of David through Solomon. " There were three sisters at Bethlehem,

daughters of M:uhan a priest, and his wife (Maiy) : first Mary, next Soba who

married in Bethlehem oud bore Elizabeth, third Anne." (HirroLvrcs in Nicepho-

rus. niit. Lib. I. cap. ii.)

,
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was wanting, there was not wanting the proper spirit to recur

humbly and fervently to the ancient mercies of heaven,

whither they perpetually sent their sighs and prayers in order

to obtain a child, whose birth might deliver them from, the

penalty and confusion of sterility, then considered among the

Jews as a malediction and an infamy. The Almighty hear-

kened benignantly to their prayers, and on a certain occasion

when Saint Joachim was praying on a hill of the desert,

and Saint Anne under a laurel tree in her garden, with eyes

lovingly raised to heaven they were consoled by a vehement

inspiration which assured them that they should behold the

fulfilment of their desires.0 This favor happened on the

eighth of the month of December, and on the eighth of the

following September was born a daughter whom they called

Mary,f giving her the name of her maternal grandmother.

m

* "Joachim siqnidem preeabatur iu monte et Anna in horto suo." "Joachim

was praying on the mountain, and Anne in her garden." (ST. EPIPHANIIUS. Oratio

df laudibas Viryinis.) " Videns laumm sedit subeaet fiulit preces Domino." See

ing the laurel, she sat down beneath it and ponred forth her prayers to the Lord.

Ancient tradition embodied in the apocryphal yospel of St. Ja>nes.")

The Blessed Virgin was the trne daughter of Saint Joachim, as Saint Epipha-

nius anciently showed again.st the Collyridians (Hser. 79, § 5), who pretended that

Saint Anne bore her withont the concurrence of Saint Joachim. Saint Bernard

(Epist. 155, § 7) confirms the opinion of Saint Epiphanius and the sentiment of the

Chureh. " Si licet loqni ; quod Ecclesia sentit . . . dico : peperisse Virginem

non taraen et partam a virginc."—" If I may speak ; what the chureh thinks I say ;

The Virgin bore, yet was not herself born of a virgin.

f The Blessed Virgin was the only daughter of Saint Joachim and Saint

Anne. Mary of Cleophns is styled iu the gospel the sister of the Mother of God ;

but this relationship was not by niature, but by affinity, snch as the wives of

brothers have to each other. The husband of Mary, as Bellarmine teaches (De

ieptem verbis, Lib. f. ch. viii.), was Cleophas, brother of Saint Joseph ; and hence

Mary of Cleophas is called sister of the Virgin. Saint Anne, according to Snarez,

Canisius, Baronius, and other sonnd anthors cited by Trombelli. had no other hus

band than Saint Joachim. (.Life of Saint Joachim and Saint Anne, ch. xii.

num. 11.)
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Had they done nothing but become parents0 of the empress

of the universe they would have exceeded all the inhabitants

of the earth ; because when we say that the Mother of God

was born of Joachim and Anne, we say all that the mind can

cpmprehend.

Having then obtained a daughter who exceeded the great

ness of their expectations and desires (A. M. 3985-6) they

educated her in the bosom of virtue, and when she was three

years old, they presented her to the Lord in the temple, sacri

ficing in that amiable and precious treasure their heart and

the consolation of their age. Both Anne and Joachim knew

that that child was an excellent gift of God, and hence they

freely restored her to the same Lord from whom they had re

ceived her, to be brought up with the other maideus in the

temple. Never since the foundation of the world was a

more agreeable or a more precious holocaust offered to the

Almighty.

When the Virgin reached the age of fourteen, her parents.

who, according to some writers, were still alive,J by divine

inspiration betrothed her to Saint Joseph. Saint Joachim

lived, according to the opinion of some writers, eighty years,

and Saint Anne seventy-nine ; hence it is conjectured that

they died after the birth of the llessias. What gives some

* Father Snarez, and the other authors, whom we have cited in the Life of Saint

Joseph, affirm that the parents of the Blessed Virgin died when she was in her

twelfth year. Bnt Tillemont thinks that the fnct of the Chureh celebrating their

feast in ancient times, is a proof that they died after the hirth of Christ ; because,

according to Saint Bernard, the Chureh, in the first ages, except the Macchabees,

celebrated the feast of no Saint who passed to tde other life before the birth of

Christ. (TiLLEMONT, Tome I. 465, note 3, mr la Sainte Vierye.)

The Abate Trombelli dissents from this opinion, and citing the tuenology of

Basi: says, that the parents of the Blessed Virgin died, either soon after the pre

sentation in the Temple, or, as Cedrenus says, in her eleventh year. (TaOMRELLi,

Life cf Saint Joaeliim and Saint Anne, ch. ix.)
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fc't
probability to this opinion is the advanced age of these saints,

and some ancient paintings which represent them alive after

the birth of Jesus, the obscurity of history which gives no

light to determine this, and the divine goodness which would

not apparently deny them this consolation after twenty years of

confusion and shameful sterility, and other reasons which we

omit, not to fail in the brevity of a compendious description.

Nothing is known on this point, and it would be conjec

ture to state as certain what cannot be positively ascertained.

We can only believe and advance that they were the parents

of the Blessed Virgin, Mother of God : a felicity which would

render probable the presence of Jesus, Mary and Joseph with

all the heavenly court, at their passage to another life. Saint

Joachim died on the ninth of March, according to the account

of some historians, and Saint Anne on the twenty-sixth of

July. It is nevertheless very difficult to state the year and

all the circumstances of their death. The fact is, that the

knowledge of these things is reserved for eternity.

Divine Providence 0 disposed that the feast of the glorious

Saint Anne should be celebrated in the Church many years

before that of her illustrious consort, Saint Joachim. In the

East and in the West Saints have composed most elegant

* The Greeks celebrate the memory of Saint Anno three times a year, as ap

pears from the menology of Saint Sabbas, where she is mentioned with her hus

band on the ninth of September thus : " The just and holy progenitors of God,

Joachim and Anne/' Then on the ninth day of December we find in the same :

" The Conception of Saint Anne, mother of the Mother of God," and on the 15;h

of July : " Death of Saint Anne, mother of the Mo'her of God."' (AcrA SANC

TORUM, ad diem 26 Julii, num. 40.) " The cultuo of Saint Joachim and Saint

Anne is very ancient in the East, and more recent in the West. Pope Julius IL

is believed to have iustitnted the feast of Snint Joachim on the 20th of Mareh,

abont the year 1510. (OALMF.T, Dictionnnire de la Bible, verbo Joachim.)

Now by a decree of Pope Clement XII. the feast of Saint Joachim is celebrated

on the Sunday within the octave of the Assumption.
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homilies to extol her dignity and surpassing virtues. The

faithful show their veneration by claiming to possess some of

her most precious relics. France * glories in possessing her

sacred body, of which many cities in Germany boast of pos

sessing portions. The nuptial ring which Saint Joachim gave

Saint Anne is preserved at Rome in a church dedicated to the

mother of our Lady. Her miracles, which are innumerable

and worthy of eternal remembrance, have been described by

Trithemius, and later still by the Bollandists.

Ancient historians tell us that the Emperor Justinian I.,

about the year 550, reared a magnificent and costly church

in her honor at Constantinople.f Finally, all that love and

revere the Blessed Virgin Mary, have increased and promoted

in every land devotion to her most holy mother. Our fore

fathers showed their devotion by composing in honor of Saint

Anne a simple office such as was used in that golden age.

The feast of Saint Joachim, which began in the West with

but little solemnity under the pontificate of Julius I., has

received greater dignity in these later times ; for Pope Gregory

XV., evincing a singular love and veneration for this glorious

parent of Mary, ordered his feast to be celebrated as a doable.

* The Bollandists treat of the relies of Saint Anne on the 16th of July, § 9,

10. Trombelli adds, that the Carthusians of Bologna possess the head of Saint

Anne, or at least a part, which Heury VI., king of England, bestowed on the

blessed Nicholas Albergati. (L'fe of Saint Joachim and Saint Anne, ch. xiii.)

f Tillemont, speaking of devotion to Saint Anne, especially in the East,

says : " Procopins tolls us, that Justinian I., about 550. erected a beautiful church

at Constantinople in honor of a Saint Anne, believed by some to be the mother of

the Blessed Virgin, and grandmother of Christ. Condinus says that Justinian

II., after his elevation (750), erected a church of Saint Aoue, in consequence of an

apparition of the Saint, whose body was translated to Constantinople in his reign.

Other churches of Saint Anne were afterwards erected at Constantinople. As for

the Latin Church, we find that about the year 800, Pope Leo III. had the life of

Saiut Joachim and Saiat Anne worked on a vestment." (Tom. f. p. 460.)

Lffl

24
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The saint is entitled to onr veneration, for, as Saint John

Damascenus says,0 if we consider well the dignity of Saint

Anne's spouse, that progenitor of Christ, the human heart

cannot but be inflamed with intense desire of honoring him

with signal marks of love and serving him with tenderness.

The body of this most happy saint is said to be preserved

at Venice.f If this is well founded, the noble Venetians

should preserve it in a reliqnary of finest gold, studded with

diamonds and the most precious gems of the East. His glory

cannot but be most exalted ; for even in heaven, according to

the pious John Gerson, he formed with Saint Anne, his

daughter Mary and Saint Joseph, the family of Jesus Christ.

We should, therefore, have great confidence in his intercession,

hoping to be. rewarded for our devotion with abundant favors.

* Saint John Damascenus is not the only panegyrist of Saint Joachim. Other

celebrated writers have also proclaimed his praises. One of these was Fulbert of

Chartres, who, in a sermon on the birth of the Virgin, says : " Felix et prso oete-

ris patribus felieior, qni tantse prolis mernit vocitari patrator. Felix et jam, qni

non plures, sed nnam promernit suscipere natam, qufe unicum conciperet, et pro-

ferret Dei filium."—" Happy Joachim, happier far than other fathers, who was

fonnd worthy to be called father of such a danghter. Happy Joachim, who was

fonnd worthy to rear a danghter who conceived and bore the only Son of God.''

t The celebrated critics Henschenius and Papebroke, the Bollandists, do not

mention Venice, but say that there are relics of Saint Joachim at Cologne and

Bologna. In Bologna, in the chureh of St. Paul of the Reformed Franciscans ;

in Cologne, in the Chureh of the Macchabees. The latter relic is said to be the

head. (AcrA SASCTORUM, ad diem

 



 

CHAPTER II.

'

OF THE MYSTERIOUS STERILITY OF ST. JOACHIM AND" ST. ANNE.

T is the custom of God and the course of nature to

draw the most precious treasures from barren earth,

as though sterility were the origin and mother of

plenty.* The universe sprung from the abyss of

nothingness ; the birth of the world began by a

heaven bereft of that splendor which the stars subsequently

gave it, and an earth destitute of the beauties of those flowers

which rival the stars of the firmament. It is, too, astounding

to see that the rarest and most stupendous efforts of nature

rise in most sterile and desert tracts. Gold and silver, which

* Et cur vero Virgo Mater orta cst ex sterili 1 Plane quia oportebnt, ut ad id,

quod solum sub sole novum fnturum erat et prodigiorum caput, via per prodigia

sterneretur."—" And why was the Virgin Mother born of a sterile one ? Clearly

because it was becoming, that prodigy should prepare for the prodigy of prodigies,

the ouly thing new under the sun. (SAINT Jons DAMASCESUS, Hom. I. de Naiivi-

tate Viryinia.)
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may be called the two luminaries of the world, come from

the darksome bowels of the earth, and all the wealth which

America pours forth has been drawn from sterile depths which

are a figure of hell. In the same way the Almighty draws

from the obscure womb of sterility those illustrious persons

who are to be the light, the flowers, the stars of heaven and

earth. Adam, the first man, was the child of a barren earth ;

Isaac, Samson, Samuel and the Precursor, who appeared a*

prodigies among men, and as four suns of those ages, were

born of mothers so sterile that a particular assistance and

blessing of God was needed for their appearance in this world.

The Divine will having ordained then that the most sublime

heroes should derive their origin from persons to whom nature

had denied frnitfulness, it became the Mother of God, that

rare miracle of the universe, to be born of sterile parents.

But sOme one may say, if God had chosen Saint Joachim

and Saint Anne to be the progenitors of Jesus, why did he

not fill them with frnitfulness ? They were without any

frnit of their union for the space of twenty years, and had

almost lost hopes of having a child to gladden their old age

by its birth. They were already sacrificed in their own hearts

to that ignominy, which the Jews then attributed to sterility

as a misfortune and curse of God. What mystery was

hidden in these circumstances ? What could be the counsel

of the Eternal Wisdom in this matter ? But who can enter

the closet and the inscrutable designs of the providence of the

Most High ? The greatest fortune of these two consorts was

the happy misfortune of sterility. Had nature endowed them

with a prodigious fecundity, their daughter would have been as

ordinary as all the rest of the individuals of the species. But

having been obtained by a singular favor of heaven, that

miraculous daughter could not but be the phoenix of the

universe, without a competitor among angels or men ; for, as
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Saint Peter Chrysologus says,* the Baptist was to be the

greatest of mortals, because he exceeded in his coming the

common laws of those who are born. With better grounds

we may say that the Mother of God should be born of sterile

parents, that thus both angels and men might see a miracle

superior to the other works and prodigies of the Almighty's

arm. The same saint and Saint John Damascenus explain

to us the conception and birth of this unequalled creature,

by telling us with a sublime and acute intellect that nature

was awe-struck and dismayed, that she retired with reverence,

leaving grace first to produce its effects, so that we may call

Mary the daughter rather of grace than of human nature.

" Ut cssetfilia yratiee et non naturae." f

All the virtues and sanctity of Saint Joachim and Saint

Anne aided in forming that Virgin, who was to be the field

of every grace. This sterility, we may believe, was full of

profound mysteries ; not a curse, but a most holy and discreet

providence of heaven. Of barren Sarah was born an Isaac by

a singular grace of the Almighty ; and of Saint Anne, who

fluctuated for twenty years between fear and hope, was born

the Virgin Mary. She hoped long, for works of the highest

perfection are not conceived in a few years. But when the

patience of the parents was tried, they had by the efforts of

divine favor the rare felicity of giving birth to a daughter

more splendid than the sun, more beauteous than the dawn,

and of a capacity greater than the heavens, as she conceived

a God within her womb.

 

* " Probatnr major homine, qui in ortu sno exeedit legem nativitatis hnmanie."

—" She is evinced morn than human who in her birth exceeds the law of human

nativity." (ST. PETER CHRYSOLOOUS, Serm. 91.)

t " Quoniam futurum erat ut Dei genitrix ct virgo ex Anna oriretur, natura

gratite foctum antevertere minimi- ausa est, verum tantisper ex|*ctavit, dum gra

tia frnctum suum produxisset. (SAINT JOHN DAMASCENUS, Orat. I. de Naticttate

Maria Viryinia.)



CHAPTER III.

 

 

OF THE PREROGATIVES OF ST. JOACHIM AND ST. ANNE.

I INGS, prophets, patriarchs and pontiffs, had heaved

many a sigh to heaven in order to hasten the ful

filment of the divine mercies, and see the birth of

the mother of that Sun of Justice, who was to be

the supreme physician of all our sorrows. But of

all these heroic men none had the glory of seeing his desire

fulfilled, for heaven had reserved this advantage to Saint Jo

achim and Saint Anne for their excellent virtues and the

exact observance of the law.* God from that eternity when

* Ces traditions portent, que le pere de la Suiate Vierge etoit un h mme cele-

bre pour ses bonnes O3nvres et extrumement exact is observer la loy de Dien ; mais

qu'il demenra jusqu' a un age fort avance sans avoir d'enfans a cause de la sterilito

de sa femme. L'un et 1'autre employi'rent done les priereS ct toutes sortes de tonnes

cenvres, pour obtenir de Dien un enfant. Et Anne imitant 1'autre Anne, Mere de

Samuel. . . Dien eccorda & Aoue la grace de la fecondite, et Joachim etoit dans

le desert, un an^e lui vint dire, que sa femme avail eonc.n. (Tiu.EMONT, Tom. I.

uot» 4, sur la naiisnnce de la Sainte Vierge.)

Joachim ergo lectissimam ilium et summis laudibus dignam mulierem Annum

1?
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he decreed the coming of the Messias, chose them aa parents

of the Virgin Mary, and consequently resolved also to enrich

them with the qualities most suited to their destiny. Let

us, as the foundation of the felicity of these two enlightened

souls, take as established the fact of their surviving the birth

of Jesus, as the church seems to show by her ancient feast in

their honor, and as some paintings of past ages represent.

On this many gloriea depend, exalting these prerogatives

which, from the splendor and character of the dignity of the

ancestors of Jesus, scarcely fall within the powers of human

language.

The first prerogative of Saint Joachim and Saint Anne

was to have been chosen by God, amid so many thousand

heroes and persons of rare sanctity, as parents of the Virgin

Mary. Saint John Damascenus,* and other celebrated

writers.f say that if we measure the tree by the fruit, the

matrimonio sibi copulavit.—Joachim therefore took in inurringe Anne, that most

ele'-t woman, worthy of all praise. (SAINT JOHN DAMASCENUS, De fide orthodoxa,

Lib. IV. ch. xv.)

" Quam beata domms David, ex quo, 0 Anna, prodiisti ? Vere beata ei, ac ter

benta qute beatitudine dunatam a Deo iufantem, hoc est, Marium, nomine quoque

ipso magnopere venerandam peperisti ex qua Christus vitte flos extitit. —How

bkfsed ia the house of David from which thou didst spring, 0 Aoua? Truly

blesscd and thrice blessed thon, who didst bring forth a child endowed by God with

beatitude, that is, Mary venerable for her very name, from whom camo forth Christ,

the flower of life. (SxixT JOHN DAMASCENUS, Orat. If. de Nativitutc Maria.")

t Attesta Teofilo Rainaudo, Diptic Marian, part 1. punr. 4, esservi stato chi

abbia preposto a tutto gli altri Sante S. Gioacchino. Cio ultri concedono ad

Anna madre de Maria Vergine e produce le testimonianze di coteste Dottori il P.

Gioaoui Tommaso de S. Cirillo ncl libro piu volte da me nllegnto, intitolato Mater

honorificata, E« his t .men (cosi serive egli! f/rat'issimis fundamrutis qua kactenus in

Jhrorem sanctiiofts S. Aana ^rndur/m'M, hiud obscure licet concfnulers alraquc voce

pTmnars, Aonampost natam Dirii omnibus sanrtiiirem, cnp. 39, p. 416. dr. Benoh6

poscia alquanto limiti la genemle sua proposizione col protestare ehe di Giuseppe

mm vuol far questionp : onde non ^•uol rfofinire, che sia umgj^ore fra qucste due S.

Giuseppe e S. Anna. Pure in avvk-nre non teme di proporre S. Gioacchino a S.
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sun by its rays, and virtue or dignity by its effects, we must

ingenuously confess that these two illustrious personages,

Joachim and Anne exceed in prerogatives and the light of

sanctity all classes of Saints ; for as parents they were mas

ter and mistress of the Sovereign Mother of God. And truly

was it a spectacle of wonder, to see Joachim and Anne com

mand her who was to command in heaven and on earth even

the very Son of God, who for thirty years vouchsafed to be

subject to her. Besides these honors they had authority over

their daughter, and all those rights which nature as well as

human and divine laws give parents, when they prescribe the

power enjoyed by them over their descendants, in the right

line. This being so, we must admit that Saint Joachim and

Saint Anne were adorned with sublime prerogatives ; because

the glorious title of parents of Mary means, that they had

under their command as daughter, the very Mother of God ; as

son-in-law Saint Joseph, and in some sort Jesus as true son of

Mary, and all creatures who are under the throne of the Man-

God, and monarch of the Universe, and under the jurisdiction

of his Mother, the Queen of heaven and earth ; as all that

is in the power of the daughter belongs in some sort to the

parents, we have in Saint Joachim and Saint Anne immense

treasures, and we may hope from their powerful intercession,

great favors from that Virgin Mother, to whose will and

authority Christ her son deigned to subject himself. When

I see such greatuess in these two sublime spirits. I know not

what names to give them. The valiant generals of Alexan

der the Great, when invited to his table, took the names of

some of the twelve fabulous deities ; but I know not what

name to give those who form the family of Jesus. I cannot

Giuseppe. Ercedit prceterrn D. Joachimia Sanctum Josephmn pnernifntim nactitatis.

(TROMRELLI, cap. 8, num. 8.)
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doubt but that David spoke principally of the individuals of

this sacred family, when he said : " Ye are gods, and ye are

all children of the Most High." Bat if words fail us to

give a perfect idea of their greatuess, we can, if nothing

more, say with the eloquent Saint John Chrysostom, that

from being allied to Christ they were every where called

Lords, or the family of Our Lord, and were every where held

in respect and admiration.

We cannot deny that these titles are sublime and truly

incomparable ; but for my part, I am most overawed by the

prerogative which they enjoyed of being styled grandparents

of the Messias,* and in a certain manner his parents.

Hence, observing due proportions, we may apply to these

illustrious progenitors the enlogiums given to the Mother of

the Man-God. I am well aware of the great difference and

distance between the Blessed Virgin and her holy parents ;

but I also understand that next to the Mother of God, there

is no creature to whom greater titles and honors can be' given

than to Saint Anne and Saint Joachim. Fulbert, Bishop of

Chartres,f considering the prerogatives of these two consorts,

says, that Saint Anne, the spouse of Saint Joachim, so

excelled all mothers, that there has never been nor can be one

like her in this world. Gerson exceeds himself when he con

templates the prerogatives and felicity of the parents of the

Mother of God. The home of such servants of God must

have been, continues Fulbert, " surrounded by angels, who

overshadowed with their radiant wings the Virgin Queen of

 

* Tali dote donata es, 0 Anna, qua nulla ante te, et post te meruit autecel-

lere. (FULRERT, Oratlo tfe ortu Viryinis.)

Vere in altis sedibus cffilorum Anna pnepotens, cujus filia creli Domina et

Nepos ejns omuipotens . . . Virtutibus onmtu omuibus; clara genere, clarior mira-

culis. (BARTHOLOMEW OK TRENT, Life of Saint Anue.)
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all the celestial hierarchies, and who at the same time

inspired Saint Joachim and Saint Anne as to the proper

education of that princess of heaven. An angel who ap

peared to Saint Bridget declared another pre-eminence of the

Mother of the Blessed Virgin in these words, which express

the immense riches which the Almighty poured into that

blessed soul : " Anne was the treasury of the Almighty.

And as where the treasure is, there is the heart, the Divine

Heart was most near this richest treasure." 0

As to Saint Joachim, what emperor, even of the four

quarters of the earth, can be compared to this most holy

patriarch ? He commanded the Holy Family, and for all

eternity will have the glory of regarding Jesus, Mary, Anne

and Joseph as though they were the north, south, east and

west, or a map of more than the universe. Aristotle styled

happy the stones which served for altars and sacrifices of the

gods, and declared that metal most worthy of esteem of

which the statues of the deities were made. What would he

not have said had he known, that of the substance of Saint

Joachim and Saint Anne was to be formed the Mother of

the Almighty God, by a marvellous concourse of grace ?

The Church in a few words gives us a full idea of Saint

Anne's happiness, telling us in the Collect of her office, that

the Lord had given her the grace by which she merited to be

mother of the Mother of God. Of Saint Joachim as father

we may utter the same sentiment. Whoever can compre

* Anna erat Omnipotens Dei gazophylacium, et qnia ubi thesaurns est, ibi et

cor erit, 0 qnam prope erat cor Dei knic thesauro. (ST. BRIDGET, Revelationi,

ch. x.)

0 Joachim afflatu divino decore ! Tu quoque Anna dlvinitua clara ! Vos gem-

ini estis lychni, a qnibus orta est lampas, cirea qnam nullum umbrse vestigium

cernimns. Vos quoque abundanter implevit ipsamet Dei gratia, id est, Genitrix Dei

(ST. SARRAS, m tuo typico.)
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hend the dignity of being parents of the Mother of God, will

realize the fortune and prerogatives of those two souls whom

heaven filled with benedictions. What a spectacle of admi

ration for the angels to behold Saint Anne instructing her

who was to be the Mistress of the Apostles ! O fortunate

parents ! shall I say ? O suns of heaven and of the Church !

What obligations do earth and heaven owe you for bestowing

on them this glorious daughter, who next to the Deity is the

glory of mortals ! With what respect do the angelic hosts

behold yon, when they acknowledge in you the immediate

progenitors of the Queen and Lady of the spheres. With

what flames of love did God regard yon, when he contem

plated in your arms the centre of his love, the magnet of his

delight I The Almighty confided to you the most precious

of his treasures, which he had placed on earth ! Would, O

luminaries most favorable to our prayers, would that we mor

tals were worthy to bestow our admiration on the splendor of

your incomparable prerogatives, and give due thanks to the

Lord, who so enriched you as to make you worthy to be

parents of her who is Mother of God and treasurer of his

favors.
 

 



 

OF THE EMINENT VIRTUES OF SAINT JOACHIM AND

6AINT ANNE.

1?HE silence of the ancients and the singular modesty

of Saint Joachim and Saint Anne have deprived

posterity of the history of their lives. Neverthe

less as these two glorious parents, like the sun and moon

when obscured by the veil of clouds and night, dart their

rays through, revealing themselves to the children of earth, we

cannot but discover some traits of their virtues in conformity

with their sacred destiny and ministry. We cannot doubt

but that God, whose honor was interested in these circum

stances, granted them the sanctity and advantages which

befitted the parents of the Redeemer's Mother. That is to

say in brief, he adorned them with all the precious treasures

of heaven, comprised in the words PARENTS OF MARY, which

signify all that we can figure to ourselves. Without leaving
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my own land I will explain it by an example. The expres

sion king of France, comprises the idea of one of the most

nourishing monarchies now in the world ; so that he whose

fortune it is to be king of the three fleiirs de lys, comprises in

two words, what may be described in volumes. So too these

illustrious Saints, having under them Jesus, Mary, and Joseph,

the three golden lilies of the Universe, include in this title

such grandeur that no other splendor is needed.

Philip, the ancient king of Macedon, has all his preroga

tives abridged in the famous name of father of Alexander

the Great, in such sort that all the honor of that great mon

arch was to be styled father of Alexander the Great ; * and

all the greatuess of that princely conqueror of kingdoms and

empires was to be son of Philip, king of Macedon. But we,

without comparing the Blessed Virgin to Philip and Alexan

der, must say, that in the name of parents of the Mother of

God, are abridged the excellencies, the virtues, the merits,

the splendor and nobility of Saint Joachim and Saint Anne.

Nevertheless, I shall relate, in detail, some rays of virtue

which those two radiant lights show forth amid the silence

and obscurity of the ancients. The gospel of the birth of

Mary, an apocryphal work, but written in the first ages of

the Churchtf says that Saint Joachim and Saint Anne were

•Philippe, sufficit te filium genuisse Alexandrum. (Gratcwi orator in paneyyr.

dicta lflal'ppo, Macedonia reyi.)

f Apoeryphal books have no anthority, but from their antiquity deserve some

respect, as Calmet notes (in his dissertation on Saint Joseph, and in his Dictionary

of the Bible, verbo Anne), on those points in which the Holy Fathers have received

them, and in which they do not clash with traditions of the church. " I do not

in.-ist on the anthority of these books (he is speaking of the Protovunjtelion of

James, the Gospel of the birth of the Virgin, and the book of the Infancy of Our

Lord), but on their age, and the testimony of an old received tradition "—" Anne,

the mother of tho Blessed Virgin, and wife of Saint Joachim." These names no

where occur in the canonical Seriptures, bnt are found in very old writings, which,
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blameless before God and men. To give authority to this, I

shall avail myself of the words of that Epiphanius who pro

claimed the praises of the Virgin Mary, or of Fulbert, who

flourished in the eleventh century, first as Chancellor of

Robert and Henry I. kings of France, and then Bishop of

Chartres, and in the next place of Andrew of Crete and of

l,^^C Nicephorus. In his panegyric on the only daughter of Saint

Joachim and Saint Anne, Saint Epiphanius says : " The

Blessed Virgin was of the family of King David, a daughter

truly holy, and born of holy parents ; her parents were

Joachim and Anne, who in the tenor of their holy life pleased

God, and also gave this fruit. By their prayers they obtained

the Blessed Virgin. Joachim was praying on the mountain,

and Anne in her garden." Andrew of Crete describes the

virtues of these two Saints more particularly in these words :

" Joachim was as gentle as modest, and led a life so based on

the observance of the Divine laws, that he never departed'

from God. Anne loved the Lord, was chaste, and, like her

spouse, remarkable for the virtue of temperance, but she was

barren." Nicephorus in his history, writing generally, says

that " Joachim and Anne lived according to the most exact

observance of the law, and were enlightened and holy in their

ways." *

Fulbert, justly esteemed by the Bollandists and other

critics, gives this honorable account of the parents of the

Mother of God : " The Blessed Virgin was born, according

to the Holy Fathers, in the city of Nazareth. Her father

though not of authority, o«pc''ially in the western Church, still deserve respect.

The names are given hy the Holy Fathers, nor is there wanting a stron'' tradition

in favor of these names in the Church, which 1ms granted public honors to

JoiH'him amd Anne.

* Nu'EuuDu.cs, Book II. ch. 7.
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was named Joachim, and was a patrician of that city. Her

mother was Anne of the city of Bethlehem. The life of

both was spotless, sincere and good, before God, and irrepre-

hensible and pious before men. Their income they divided

into three parts, one for the temple and the sacrifices, one for

the poor and the wavfarer, and the last and least for the

expenses of their house. In a word, they so lived, that God

bestowed on them the grace of being progenitors of that

Blessed Virgin who was to be the example of the beauteous

variety of virtues." * Nature denied them fruitfuluess, but

by devotion they obtained of heaven a daughter more precious

than all angels and all men together. Before obtaining

her, they promised to consecrate to God the fruit of their

union, if He gave them issue, and so faithful were they, that

when the child completed her third year, they presented and

offered her in the temple, thus depriving themselves of the

t FCLRERT OF CuARTRF.s, Serm. If. on the birth «f the Viryin. lie teaches ex

pressly, that Saint Joachim and Saint Anne had an income or property which they

divided into three parts. If we may eredit the Protevangelion of St. James, this

income was large. Eustachius, in the commentary called Hexiemeron, published

by Leo Allatius, speaks more clearly. An account, given by an author called

James, is certainly worth knowing. Speaking of the Bl'ssed Virgin, he says : " In

the tribes of Israel there was a rich man named Joachim, who on festival days

offered to God saerifices twice as great as the rest. An angel appearing to him,

told him that he should have issue, and he instantly promised to offtr the child to

God. When this occurred Joachim was in the wilderness, and descending to his

house, he sent to the temple ten sheep for a saerifice, and a banquet for the priests,

ancients, and people."

Henschenius and Pnpebroke (March 20, S5 1 1, num. ?07) with no better grounds

than a simple conjecture, as they admit, suppose Saiat Joachim to have had no

goods bnt a few sheep, of which he was himself the shepherd. Even supposing

their conjecture correct, we must nevertheless admit that Saint Joachim and Saint

Anne wore noble, and not suffering from poverty, ns Luther pretends to degrade

them. The employment of shepherd, curnenter, and fisherman wrere not irrecon

cilable or incompatible with the splendor of nobilify among the Hebrews, as

Simula shows.
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only solace of their old age. It is said that an angel an

nounced to them that they should have a daughter, to whom

they were to give the name of Mary, and who was to be the

Mother of the Messias. The angel also directed them to

make of that child a sacrifice nnd a holocaust to the Lord,

and he afterwards accompanied them when they present e1l

her in the temple, preferring God's pleasure to their own con

solation and interest.

But what resolution and generosity were needed for Joa

chim and Anne to tear from their heart that child on whom

they had set all their affections I This was observing per

fectly before the publication of the gospel the evangelical law

of sacrificing to God the heart in the treasure of its delights.

What I most admire in the parents of the Virgin is, not so

much the generous courage with which they presented her in

the temple, ns the rare humility and resignation with which

they bore without a single complaint that twenty years' bar

renness, in those days a confusion and an opprobrium. From

their lips fell no word expressive of repining ; on the con

trary, they adored the Providence of the Lord, deeming them

selves unworthy of all consolation. Desolation and sterility

were in their pious hearts an incentive to virtue, and all vir

tues indeed shone in those two eouls like an exquisite mosaic.

Saint Peter Chrysologus, speaking of Saint Elizabeth, the

Mother of the Precursor of the Messias, says. that she beau

tifully united in her heart all the sanctity of her ancestors,

and thus became worthy to bear a son, the holiest man born

upon the earth. With better reason may we say this of

these who were progenitors of the Sovereign Mother of the

Man-God. Saint Epiphanius writes that the very name of

Joachim (which means preparation), when we consider the

ancient ways of Providence, shows that the Saint was des

tined to prepare the holy and magnificent temple of the

•
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living God, and that Saint Anne (which signifies yrace) was

to be the mother of her who was predestined to bring forth

that grace which the Lord had promised, and who was to be

the Temple, the Heaven, and the Throne of the Almighty.

All this exceeds the capacity of the human mind ; and I am

not therefore astonished that the pious Trithemius, after pon

dering on ah' that we can apparently say of Saint Joachim

and Saint Anne, concludes his panegyric by protesting that

all he had said was nothing, and that the most precious

remained in silence.

Grave theologians place the parents of Mary in that

superior grade, which is called the order of the hypostatic

union, which is composed of those more immediately destined

than other creatures to serve the Incarnate Word. Admit

ting the doctrine of these theologians, we may consequently

affirm, that Joachim and Anne were adorned with all the

singular graces and virtues,* which corresponded to their

dignity and sacred ministry, which was to prepare a habita

tion and a Mother for Jesus Christ, the King of kings.

Heaven adorned Saint Joseph, who was chosen to be the

spouse of the Mother of God and putative father of the

Saviour, with all the virtues and graces that were necessary

to the honorable functions f of his dignity, giving us in

* Illos quos Dens nd nliquid ciigit, ita prscparat et disponit, ut id ad quod eli-

guntur, inveniantur idonei. (ST. THOMAS, in 3 part. ds Sniu. q. 27, art. 4.)

f Oumium singularum gratiurum ali cui ntiouuliili ereatune communicatarnm

genernlis rcgula est, quod quandocumque divina gratia eligit aliqucm ad aliquam

gratiam singnlarem, scu ad aliquem suhlimem stutum, onmia charismata donat,

qute illi persmute sic electsc, et ejus officio necessaria sunt, atque illam copiose de-

corant . . . Quod maxime verificatum est in Sancto Joseph, Pntativo Patre Domini

Nostri .Icsu Christi et vero sponso Regime Mundi et Domimie Angelorum, qui ab

yKtemo Putre electus, ct fidelis Nntritiu;i, atque enstos priueipalium thesaurorum

suormm, scilicet Kilii ejus, et Sponaie sale, quod oflBciuui fidelissime prosecutus est ;
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these examples of liberal magnificence, an idea and a proof

of God's providence and mode of action, when he chooses

any one for a sublime ministry.

I have nothing more to add either to the life of Saint

Joseph, or to that of the parents of the Blessed Virgin, except

these words, which I borrow from Pliny : * "It is difficult to

give novelty to the old, authority to the new, splendor to

what is obsolete, light to what is obscure, grace to what is

tedious, fidelity to what is doubtful, nature to all and all to

nature. If we have failed, it is glorious enough to have

made the attempt. Much, doubtless, has escaped us, for we

are men."

cui propterca ait Dominus ve>-bum propositum : Serv« boae etjidelis, intra in yaudiura

Damini tnt. (Matt. xxv.) Si. BEESARDINB OK SIENNA, in iierm. S. Josipln.

* Res ardau vetustis nontutem dure, novis nnctoritatom, obsoletis nitorera,

obscuris lucem, fustiditis gratiam, dubils fidem, omuibus vero naturam et natun-e

mmnia. Itaque etiam non assecntis, voluisse, abunde pulehruun cst atque maguifi-

cum . . . Nee dabitamus, multa ••--•• qiue nos prieterieriut. Homines euim cumuS,

y, Hist. Nat. pnan.)
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ILLME DOMINE.

Quam opcris Hifpanicc confcripti cui titulus VITA

SANCTI JOSEPHI, Anglican! vcrfionem dcdicafti mihi cam gratamer admo-
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