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LLIVES OF THE SAINTS

THE CELTIC CHURCH AND ITS SAINTS.

HIHE earliest inhabitants of the British Isles were
those who in the sub-glacial period used rude
chipped and flaked tools of flint and of bone;
a people long-headed, tall, of a gentle and
patient disposition, if one may judge by their remains.
Whether they lingered on till the arrival of the dusky short
race we call Ivernian, Iberian, or Silurian, we have no
means of saying with any approach to certainty. But
there still remain along our western coasts, at the Land’s
End, in Pembrokeshire, in old Strathclyde, in the Western
Isles, men and women with long faces, and dark hair and
eyes, of a handsome type, fondly supposed to be relics of
Spaniards cast ashore from the Armada, who may with
greater justice be regarded as survivals of the earliest type
that occupied the British Isles.

But the race that prevailed was short of build, probably
sallow, and with beady eyes. It is that which at a
remote period covered the whole of Gaul, the north of
Germany, the south of Sweden, and which arrived in
Europe by the valley of the Kuban, north of the Caucasus,
from the East. This people, which, wherever possible,
erected megalithic monuments, symbols of its endurance

VOL. XVI. A




2 Lives of the Saints.

through all time, is the first of which we can speak with
any degree of confidence. It was a race of inextinguish-
able vitality. It is still largely represented in Wales, and in
Ireland, and in Lancashire. It has become the dominant
type in Aquitania, if not throughout France. Pure and
unalloyed, or nearly so, it remains in the Berber; dress
a Kabyl in a French blouse, and he will not be dis-
tinguishable from a native of Guienne. The Portuguese
also represents the same race. The language spoken by
this people was probably agglutinative; like the Basque, it
had not attained to that development in which inflection is
found.

At some remote period, certainly not later than a
thousand years before Christ, a Celtic invasion of Britain
took place. The great nursery of this mighty people
seems to have been the Alps. The migration which
came into and occupied Britain was afterwards termed
Goidelic. The Goidels possessed themselves of the whole
of Britain and a portion of Ireland. They subdued, but
by no means exterminated, the dusky race they found in
possession. They imposed on them their Aryan tongue,
but themselves adopted the religion and usages of the
subjugated race.

How far the Goidels occupied Wales and South Britain
is matter of dispute. Such an authority as Dr. Rhys
holds that they completely subdued the Ivernians through-
out Wales and Devon and Cornwall. This opinion is
based, I believe, mainly on the Goidelic form of the in-
scribed stones there found. The place-names, however,
bear hardly a trace of Goidelic idiom. The Goidel said £en
for head, whereas the Brython said pes. With the former
five was (O.1.) coic, and the latter pump, with the former
cach, a horse, the latter e¢p. Dr, Guest has given reasons
for holding that the Volce of Southern Gaul, the Belgz




The Celtic Churck and its Saints. 3

of the Netherlands and Gaul, south and west of the Rhine,
and the Fir-Bolgs of Ireland, were one with the Goidels.

In Scotland, north of the Antonine Wall, the Ivernians
lived on unsubdued under the name of Pict, but with a
large infusion of Goidelic blood. We find plenty of traces
of Goidelic 4ens there, as we do in Ireland.

In or about the fourth century B.c. the whole of Europe,
and indeed Asia Minor as well, were convulsed by another
migration of Celts, whom the Alps could no longer contain.
This was the Gallic wave, which in our island has taken
the name of Brythonic. This wave overflowed all that
portion of Gaul which lies between the Rhine and the
Seine, and crossing into our island conquered the Goidel,
who now acquired this name, expressive of contempt, as
signifying the savage.! The new-comers were armed with
weapons of iron, whereas those whom they subjugated were
furnished with arms of bronze, bone, and stone.

Driving the Goidels before them, the Britons advanced
till they reached the western sea, thrusting a wedge into
Wales, and constituting the basis of what was afterwards
known as the kingdom of Powys.

Some must have crossed into Ireland, where they
established themselves in what are now the counties of
Wicklow, Wexford, and Carlow. Both Goidel and Brython,
or Gael, spoke a language closely akin, but partly owing to
separation through centuries, and partly through the altera-
tion of Goidelic through contact with the Ivernian, there
was a notable difference between the tongues when they
met. In Wales, especially in the south, the Silurian, non-
Aryan, tongue prevailed till the Roman conquest, and in
Pictland till some centuries later.

The Britons occupied the entire east of Britain to the
wall uniting the Firth of Forth with the Firth of Clyde.

1 Guwyddel from Gwydd, trees ; gwyddeli, bushes ; gwyddelsg, sylvan, savage.
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4 Lives of the Saints.

This wall did not of course then exist, but later on it
marked the limit of their conquest. They held the sea-
board from the Solway Firth to the mouth of the Dee, and
their tribe of the Ordovices, as already stated, had pierced
the heart of Wales, and held the major portion of the
coast of Cardigan Bay, At first they did not extend in
the south-west, into Somerset and Dorset, but were able
gradually and surely to roll back the natives or to enslave
them.

The great cradle of the Celtic stock had been the high-
lands of the Alps, where, in a densely wooded region, there
had been no need to use stone for building enclosures
and houses, The custom grew up to live on platforms
above the lakes, constructed of wood and on piles, and
upon these platforms to plant clusters of hovels made of
wood and wattle.

When the Goidelic branch arrived in Britain and in
Ireland, and was brought into contact with the earlier
race, that was emphatically one of builders, it viewed with
amazement their achievements in the erection of megalithic
monuments, and although subjugating them, acquired their
civilisation and habits of life and religion. To a late
period, even to Christian times, these Goidels constructed
dwellings and forts after the pattern acquired from the
Silurians, and to this day bee-hive huts in Wales are called
« the hovels of the Goidels.”

But the Britons were in a far higher condition of civilisa-
tion when they appeared on the scene in our island, as
were the Gauls when they arrived in what we now call
France. They knew how to make iron weapons, and
they had acquired such dexterity in the construction of
timber dwellings, and in palisading, that they felt no dis-
position to adopt the methods of the Goidels. The
fortresses they erected were not mainlv of stone, but were
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earthworks crested with a stockade; and their houses,
halls, and eventually their churches, were all constructed
of wood.

It was the same with their religion; they exhibited no
inclination to accept that which belonged originally to the
Ivernians, and which had been adopted by the Goidels.
Gauls and Brythons had advanced from mere spirit worship,
the cult of the dead, to the worship of elemental deities.
They burned their dead, but did not make for them rude
stone cists, set up circles, nor construct dolmens.

In one particular, and in one only, were the Ivernians
their superiors—this gifted race had always been one of
builders. They not only erected gigantic monuments
for their dead, but were able to construct stone circular
habitations for themselves, and to throw up around them
great stone fortifications. From them their Goidelic con-
querors had acquired the art. But the Brythons would
none of it. They showed to the last a really astounding
incapacity to build. Accustomed on their platforms above
the lakes in Switzerland to live in wattled hovels, they
brought with them extraordinary skill in plaiting and
weaving, and contented themselves with dwellings made
of wattles; and for protection they threw up earthworks,
and crested them with interwoven work of palisades and
willow wands. The exquisite interlaced work that orna-
ments their monuments and decorates Irish manuscripts
is due to this hereditary love of lattice.

The Roman conquest of Britain was mainly one of the
Brython, at least at first ; but after Agricola’s defeat of the
Silurians, Roman civilisation penetrated into Wales, where
the conquerors worked the gold mines whence the Silurian
had for long derived the most precious metal.

It may be suspected that the Romanised Britons lost
most of their vigour, as they did of their independence,
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when they received a veneer of Roman culture, The
imperial system, if it had not destroyed, had weakened that
tribal cohesion under hereditary chiefs which was the
form of national organisation to which they had developed
when the iron hand of Rome smote them and arrested the
natural and logical growth of their free institutions in
accordance with the genius of the race. The people were
forced by three centuries of Roman domination to obey
the governor sent them from abroad, and not their native
chief, And when the Roman legions were withdrawn, that
organisation which would have mustered them and com-
pacted them to form a front against the enemy was but
a shadow of what had once been a reality. Buffeted on the
east by the Saxons, on the north by the Picts, exposed
on the west to the Irish Goidels, they were no longer in
a position to help themselves,

Julius Ceesar had invaded Britain in 55 B.c., and again
in the ensuing summer; but really nothing was done to
subjugate the island till Aulus Plautius was despatched to
it in A.D. 43, at the head of four legions and Gallic auxili-
aries. Under Ostorius Scapula, A.D. 50, further advance
was made, but the Silures and the Ordovices held out, and
it was not till after nine years of warfare that the gallant
Caradoc, prince of the Silures, but of Celtic origin and
family, was finally defeated and taken. Suetonius Paulinus,
in A.D. §8, was appointed, and after three years of success-
ful warfare reduced Mona, the stronghold of the Druids.
But the man who finally established the dominion of the
Romans in the island was Agricola, who governed it from
78 to 8s.

Britain enjoyed comparative tranquillity under the
Roman rule till the decline of the Empire.

The incursions of the Picts from Caledonia was pro-
bablv due to their eastern coast being itself infested with
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piratical attacks of Saxons, and settlements in their land.
The Picts broke over the wall, and swept the helpless
country with fire and sword. The Irish Gwyddel Ffichti at
the same time gave great trouble. They were not pirates
only, carrying off slaves, but colonists as well, and they
took possession of North Wales; others again penetrated
to, and established themselves in, Brecknock.

At the same time that the Britons became Romanised
they were also Christianised. When, about A.p. 208, Ter-
tullian wrote *against the Jews,” he declared that the
Gospel message had been conveyed to the boundaries of
Spain, to the many tribes of the Gauls, and into the dis-
tricts of the Britons inaccessible to the Romans. By this
he doubtless meant that it had penetrated beyond the wall
among the Picts of Alba, and beyond the Romanised
Britons among the “savages” of Western Britain. His
testimony is confirmed by Origen in 239 ; and later, about
246, Origen speaks of the British Church as small and
weak, “for very many in Britain,” he tells us, “had not
yet heard the word of the Gospel.”

Oratorical although these passages may be, we are not at
liberty to reject them; for that they are too precise. And,
indeed, that there should be truth in the statement is by
no means improbable. The Roman legions were recruited
from every part of the world, and among the soldiers were
many who believed in Christ, and who would act as mis-
sionaries wherever sent. Soldiers transplanted from Asia
Minor, which in the third century was filled with flourishing
churches, would be settled in Britain for many years, A
cohort drawn from Spain, where the faith of Christ had
obtained root and had spread, was, we know, quartered for
half a century on the frontier, in defence of the wall against
the inroads of the Caledonians, and the soldiers married
there and had families.
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Indeed, it would be incredible, knowing as we do how
Roman cohorts were drafted from all parts, and knowing also
what a nursery of martyrs the army was, that Christianity
should not have been introduced by its means into Britain
at an early period. The only martyrs of whom reminis-
cence remains were Alban of Verulam, Julius and Aaron
of Caerleon, and Amphibalus of Redbourn, near S. Albans.
Nennius, in or about 858, names Alban, but makes a
geographical mistake, for he describes the Thames as flow-
ing near Verulam. This, however, does not invalidate his
testimony, for he had not been in that portion of England
which was the scene of the martyrdom, and maps were not
accessible in those days. Alban suffered in 303, at a place
which in time was so surrounded with Saxons that no Briton
could go near it. The tradition lingered on, but venera
tion for the site ceased. Bede, who died in 735, knew
of the martyrdom; he heard of it from the British of
Strathclyde, Nennius probably from Wales.

It has been pointed out that the names of Aaron and
Julius, as also of Amphibalus, are foreign, and have no
equivalents in Welsh.

The sites of the martyrdom of the two former were
marked from an early age at Caerleon, and it is significant
that on the height above that ancient metropolis a martyrium
to S, Alban was erected, the traces of which still remain,
erected doubtless after the Britons had been driven from
Verulam, when it would seem they took the bones of the
martyr with them. This, at a later period, led to the
claim of Caerleon to have been the scene of his passion,
and not Verulam. It is probable that Aaron and Julius
were soldiers belonging to the second legion, which was
quartered at Caerleon, or Isca Silurum. It is very diffi-
cult to suppose that a cult should have grown up out of
nothing in a place where tradition remained strong, and
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from which the hold of the Briton was never wholly
relaxed.

Constantius Chlorus, father of Constantine, disapproved
of persecution, and from his time to about 368 there is,no
record of anything taking place in Britain. At that date
Magnus Clemens Maximus, a Spanish soldier, served in a
campaign against the Picts. According to Welsh accounts
he was given a command in Wales, where he ruled with
great humanity, and was much liked. He married Elen,
daughter of Eudaf (Octavius), prince of Ewyas, or part of
Monmouth and Hereford, and by her he had three sons,
saints, so that, doubtless, he was a Christian. To Elen is
attributed the remarkable road, the Sarn Helen, that runs
through Wales. A fourth son of Maximus and Elen, Con-
stantine, is not supposed to have possessed distinguished
sanctity.

The predilection of the Emperor Gratian for foreign bar-
barians excited discontent among the legions in Britain, and
perhaps served them as an excuse for revolt, whereupon
Maximus was proclaimed emperor in 383. He immedi-
ately collected all the troops stationed in Britain and crossed
into Gaul. Gratian was defeated near Paris, and was slain
when escaping into Italy. Gaul, Spain, and Britain now
acknowledged Maximus, who exhibited commendable mode-
ration in the use of his power, and was able to boast that
his elevation had caused no loss of Roman lives, save on
the battlefield. He fixed his court at Tréves, and there,
professing his orthodoxy, acquired the disgraceful notoriety
of being the first Christian sovereign to shed the blood of
his subjects for holding heretical opinions. This was in
385, and the case is related in the life of S. Martin
(November, p. 254). Maximus induced his brother-in-law,

‘ Cynan Meiriadog, to lead an army of picked British soldiers
to his assistance. to the number, it is said, of 60,000 men,
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and these never returned, but settled in Armorica. This
emigration drained Wales of her best fighting men, and
paved the way to disaster.

Maximus, having been defeated by Theodosius the
Younger, lost his life, along with his son Victor, a.n. 388.
On the tidings of his death reaching Britain his son Owain
was elevated to be king, or pendragon, over the native
princes. At this time the Empire was breaking up, com-
munication with Britain was intercepted, and in 402 the
Roman army of occupation in the island was reduced from
three to two legions, one of which still remained at Isca
Silurum, or Caerleon.

Wales had been depleted of her fighting men, at all
events of British origin, who had gone with Cynan Meiria-
dog to Brittany in support of Maximus, A.n. 385, and as
Gildas informs us, “they never returned.” But this was
not all. A few years later,” says William of Malmesbury,
“a certain Constantine (the Tyrant), likewise seduced by
the title of Emperor, drew away with him to the Continent
the few soldiers who remained in the isle of Britain. But
these two usurpers, toys of fortune, perished by a violent
death, one in the reign of Theodosius, the others by order
of Honorius. Of the troops that had followed them, one
portion was cut to pieces, and the other took to flight, and
found refuge among the Continental Britons.”

This Constantine the Tyrant was a common soldier in
the Roman army stationed in Britain. In 407 these troops
rebelled, and chose Constantine to be emperor, for no
other reason but for the fact that he bore the venerated
and royal name of the great emperor. He carried his
legions over into Gaul, and was recognised in nearly every
province before the year had elapsed. He was ably assisted
by Geraint, or Gerontius, a Briton, probably from Dyfnaint,
of the royal family there. There can be little doubt that

F—
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he took with him levies from Britain. Owing to disappoint-
ment and disagreement Gerontius, in his turn, revolted
against Constantine, but was deserted by his men, and fled
to Spain, where he killed himself. To some extent it was
due to this drain of fighting men from Britain that the
country was left a prey to the Gwyddel Ffichti, or Irish
Picts, as well as to the Picts of Alba and to the Scots,
who poured over the undefended wall. Niall of the Nine
Hostages, at the head of a host of Irish, occupied Gwynedd,
or North Wales, also the district of Menevia, and what was
later Cardigan and Pembrokeshire were occupied. Another
Irish rover, Anlach MacCormac, settled with a body of his
Goidels in Brecon, and took to wife a native princess, by
whom he became the father of Brychan, the famous king
of Brecknock, the father of a family of saints that founded
churches alike in Wales and Cornwall. Another of these
adventurers, Coroticus, carried off S. Patrick to sell him
as a slave in Ireland. Some think he was captured at
Boulogne, others that he was taken from Dumbarton, and
others again claim him as a native of Wales.

In the same way, colonies of Goidelic Picts from Ireland
descended on the coasts of Cornwall and Devon, and
established themselves there, not only appropriating the
temporal sovereignties, but appropriating as well the reli-
gious jurisdiction, forming, in fact, military and ecclesiastical
settlements in the peninsula. It is to this Irish Goidelic
invasion that are due, if I mistake not, the inscribed stones
in Wales and Cornwall that have legends in non-Brythonic
forms.

This invasion of the Irish Picts introduced a number of
saints into the kalendars of Wales and Cornwall. But it
did more than this, it familiarised Welshmen and Cor-
nish men and Devonians with the great saints of Ireland.
But more than this even, it caused the British Church
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to be the mother of the Irish Church, which in time
gave birth to that of Scotland, and then to that of Nor-
thumbria.

The wretched and incapable Honorius, who died in 427,
withdrew the legions from Britain, and abandoned the
natives, who had been enervated by the sway of Rome, to
become the prey to foreign foes.

One might have supposed that in the three centuries
during which the Britons had been under Roman rule they
would have observed the methods of construction of the
Romans, have noted their discipline, and that at least they
would have at once combined to rebuild the walls of the
fortified cities, and to discipline their armies on the model
of the Roman legions. But they did nothing of the sort.
They had acquired little of Roman art, nothing of Roman
discipline. In defending themselves against Pict and Scot
they reverted to native and primitive methods. There is
not a shadow of evidence that they repaired the broken
walls, or erected others on the models they had before them.
Their warfare was conducted in as ignorant and ineffectual
a manner as if they had learned nothing from the legions who
had been in their midst. The explanation is this. A large
number of the ablest-bodied men of Britain were annually
enrolled and sent abroad to act as legionaries in countries
far removed from Britain, to which they never returned,
consequently the Britons in Britain received no military
education. Moreover, their native political institutions
were struck with paralysis. The tribal chiefs were for two
or three centuries left as mere headpieces, through whom
the poll-tax could be levied, but who had lost all but the
mere semblance of power. '

When the Saxons and Angles arrived on our coasts they
were in the same stage of political evolution in which the
Britons had been when subjugated by the Romans. They
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at once, with rapidity, advanced from this inferior stage
of organisation to one higher, out of the tribal condition
into national cohesion ; and this was at the time when the
unfortunate Britons were recovering from political paralysis,
and revivifying institutions that had been formal and lifeless
for at least two centuries, and which, when re-animated,
placed them on that inferior stage of organisation from
which the Teutonic invader was emerging, his develop-
ment having suffered no arrest. Already, before the in-
vaders landed, the tribal system among them was yielding
everywhere, and the Teutons were coalescing into articulate
nationalities, as Allemanni and Franks, under kings. When
the hordes reached British shores, in the face of the enemy
defending their homesteads, they also drew together ; and
Bede shows them to us in his day as grouped into the
three great kingdoms of Northumbria, Mercia, and Wessex.
The unhappy Britons, numbed by the oppression of Rome,
could not cope with them, for theirs was the disorganisa-
tion of the tribal stage pitted against the organisation of
national life.

The first arrival of the Jutes in Britain was in A.D. 449,
when they were invited by Vortigern, the British over-king,
to assist him against the Picts and Scots. They encamped
in Thanet, aided the Britons in more than one campaign,
but owing to a dispute over pay and rations broke with
those who had invited them, and in 455 crossed the
Wantsum, that separated the islet from the mainland of
Kent, and surprised the Britons and defeated them. They
proceeded to sack Durovernum, now called Canterbury,
and crossing from the Stour valley into that of the
Medway, again defeated the Britons at Aylesford and at
Crayford, and drove them within the walls of London.

The indignation and resentment of the Britons found
vent against the wretched Vortigern, who had opened the

—
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door to a worse enemy than Pict or Scot. A revolt
ensued, in which the command of the British defenders
was wrested from him and put in the hands of Aurelius
Ambrosius, a Romanised Briton, and Vortigern died
apparently of a broken heart, overwhelmed with contempt,
in 464. Aurelius, called by the Welsh Emrys Wiedig,
met, however, with very little better success against the
invaders.

In 477 Saxon war-bands under Ella landed in Selsey,
and rapidly won the entire coast of what has since been
called Sussex. In 491 ensued the siege of Anderida, a
centre of the great iron industry. The Britons maintained
a stubborn defence, and when finally the town fell the
Saxons “slew all that were therein, nor was there hence-
forth one Briton left.”

Other Saxons landed on the low muddy shores of the
Colne and Maldon estuary and thence proceeded to attack
and destroy Camalodunum, now called Colchester, a double
city, one portion British, the other Roman ; but, doubtless,
since the Roman legions had withdrawn, the native Iceni
had entered and occupied the stately and well-built Roman
city, and had deserted their embankments and wooden
houses at Lexden. The reduction of Essex followed. In
480 landed the Angles, and they speedily overran what is
now called Norfolk and Suffolk. Within thirty years the
whole of what had been called the Saxon shore was in the
hands of the invaders. The Angles now proved the most
active, energetic, and terrible enemies of the Britons ; they
seized on and occupied Lincolnshire, and established them-
selves on the Wolds of Yorkshire and in the valley of the
Swale. They thrust farther north, and at the beginning
of the sixth century established themselves on the Tweed.
In 547 Ida set up the kingdom of Bernicia, and placed
his stronghold at Bamborough. In §50 the Mid-Angles
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attacked and destroyed Rate, now called Leicester, and
began to spread and establish themselves in the Mid-
lands.

In the meantime Saxons had arrived in Southampton
Water and conquered the open country, of which Venta,
the present Winchester, was the capital. But the enemy
were not invariably successful ; a victory at Mount Badon,
the present Badbury, in 520 revived the spirits of the Britons.
In 530 the Isle of Wight was occupied by the Jutes. The
West Saxons, staggered for a while by their defeat at
Mount Badon, resumed the offensive, and in 556, by the
victory of Barbury, made themselves masters of Wiltshire.
Turning east they now advanced upon Verulamium and
London, and reduced both about the middle of the sixth
century.

It was not till 577 that the West Saxons set their faces
to the setting sun and menaced the flourishing and opulent
cities of Gloucester, Bath, and Cirencester. The overthrow
of Deorham in the same year was the most tragic in the
early history of our land, for not only did it entail the loss
of these three important towns and centres of civilisation,
but it broke the continuity of the line of defence of the
Britons, and isolated those of Wales from their brethren in
Devon and Cornwall.

This miserable defeat was the most fatal the Britons had
endured, and thenceforth their power of resistance was
enormously weakened. It marked, moreover, a stage in
the conquest.

Hitherto the Angles, Saxons, and Jutes had been little
better than a horde of Iroquois, murdering, plundering,
destroying. Without any appreciation of art, culture, any
of the refinements of life, like wild beasts, they had ravaged
the land, finding pleasure only in destruction. From 577
thev began to consider whether it were not as well to
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attempt construction. They settled and established home-
steads.

At this point we may pause to inquire whether the entire
population disappeared before their swords, as did every
city and sign of a nobler and better life.

Both Freeman and Green believe that it was so. The
latter says of the conquest, that it was an effacement of the
Briton from the soil. Such as were not slain were driven
to flight. The conquest *“of France by the Franks, or
that of Italy by the Lombards, proved little more than a
forcible settlement of the one or the other among tributary
subjects, who were destined in a long course of ages to
absorb their conquerors. French is the tongue, not of the
Frank, but of the Gaul whom he overcame; and the fair
hair of the Lombard is all but unknown in Lombardy.
But almost to the close of the sixth century the English
conquest of Britain was a sheer dispossession of the con-
quered people; and so far as the English sword in these
earlier days reached, Britain became England, a land, that
is, not of Britons, but of Englishmen.” 1

This is, I venture to think, an over-statement. It is true
that everywhere with ruthless savagery the Teutonic invaders
destroyed all with which they came in contact that pro-
claimed a higher civilisation; in Yorkshire, as in Sussex
and in Hampshire, everywhere the old towns were burned
and left as heaps of ruin, and the invader refused to live
in houses of stone, and within walls. That he was every-
where ferocious in his cruelty is also true; but that he was
so blind to his interests as to slaughter or drive off men
who, as serfs, might till the soil for him, and so insensible
to beauty as not to become enthralled by the charms of
the British damsels, that cannot be believed. What did
take place was that all the chiefs and nobles, all those

1 Green, ‘‘ The Making of England,” ed. of 1897, i. 154
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owning lands and exercising authority, withdrew before
the invader, but not without desperate resistance ; and that
the serfs and the women of a captured camp became a
prey — the former continued as thralls under the new
masters, and the latter remained as concubines and wives.
If we may judge by the analogy of the Norman and Angevin
conquest of Wales, then the invaders would have found allies
among dissatisfied and envious British princes, who would
side with the common foe to wreak vengeance on another
Celtic chief for some petty slight, or to gain some poor
advantage, and this would lead to closer ties and fusion of
blood. And that at the very time when the Saxon invasion
took place the Britons were torn by internecine feud, is
matter of history.

It is not easy to explain the persistence of Celtic names
of rivers, mountains, and valleys in any other way than by
assuming that there remained on the soil a certain pro-
portion of the older inhabitants. The physical features
retain their Welsh designations; it is the settlements of
the new-comers that bear German names.!

But in a sense, what Mr. Green and Mr. Freeman assert
as to the complete expulsion of the Britons may be true.
The Brythons, who had overrun Britain, were the con-
querors, and remained as lords and princes; whereas the
Goidel, with a deep, dark tincture of Silurian blood, was
still on the land, but as a serf. As a serf he remained
under changed masters, and it is this that accounts for the
patches of dusky skin, the dark hair and eyes, that are
found in various parts of England.

Although the invader conquered everywhere, he found the
conquest difficult. Every foot was contested, and that stub-
bornly. «Itis this indeed which, above all, distinguished

1 The very names of the Northumbrian kingdoms of Bernicia and Deira are
British : Brynaich. highland ; and Deyfr, lowland.
VOL. XVI. B
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the conquest of Britain from that of the other provinces of
Rome. In all the world-wide struggles between Rome and
the Germanic races no land was so stubbornly fought for
and so hardly won. In Gaul the Frank and the Visigoth
met little native resistance save from the peasants of Brit-
tany and Auvergne. No popular revolt broke out against
the rule of Odoacer or Theodoric in Italy. But in Britain
the invader was met by a courage and tenacity almost equal
to his own. So far as we can follow the meagre record of
the conquerors, or track their advance by the dykes and
ruins it left behind it, every inch of ground seems to have
been fought for. Field by field, town by town, forest by
forest, the land was won; and as each bit of ground was
torn away from its defenders, the beaten men sullenly drew
back from it to fight as stubbornly for the next.”1

Before the advance of the barbarian Christianity dis-
appeared. Churches were burned, priests butchered. And
yet sacred sites were still cherished. The church of Faulk-
bourn, in Essex, would not be dedicated to S. Germanus of
Auxerre unless it had been so before the Saxon invasion,
and the recollection had hung about the charred ruins till
Essex became Christian again.

In 580 the invaders had formed the Bernician kingdom,
that occupied from the Firth of Forth to the Teviot, the
range in which rises the Tweed, and the present counties
of Northumberland and Durham. To the west was the
British realm of Strathclyde. South of the Tees to the
Humber was the Angle kingdom of Deira, reaching only
so far west as to where the land begins to rise. There, in
what is now the most intelligent, industrious, and densely
peopled portion of Yorkshire, the West Riding, was the
British kingdom of Elmet, and west of the Pennine Chain

1 Green, op. cit. i. p. 142. Compare Nicholas: * The Pedigree of the Englich
People,” sth ed. 1878.
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was the British Cumbria, that comprised not Cumberland
and Westmorland only, but also Rheged, or Lancashire.
The West Saxons had indeed reached the Severn, but from
the Parret to the Frome the entire western peninsula was in
the hands of the West Welsh.

Happily these cut-throats, having mastered a half of
Britain, now fell on each other. Each of the great king-
doms of Kent, Northumbria, Mercia, and Wessex in turn
sought to become paramount, and each for a while suc-
ceeded. The invaders were actuated by a blind instinct.
They strove after unity, and that unity could only be
effected by the subjugation of the rival kingdoms. In
their strife with one another the assistance of the Briton
was called in. Thenceforth there was no extermination of
the native. At the worst he was dispossessed of his lands,
and turned from a chief into a tenant. It is probable
enough that in our easternmost counties, as Sussex or
Essex, in Norfolk and Suffolk, there may be but the
smallest element of British blood present, perhaps hardly
any; but this is certainly not the case with the Mid-
lands; it is not in any degree that of the west of England,
where the British race remains, from Cumberland to Devon-
shire, with only an infiltration of Saxon and Angle blood.

In 583 the West Saxon Ceawlin advanced up the Severn
valley and utterly destroyed Uriconium (Wroxeter) under
the Wrekin. He happily met at Faddiley with such a
severe check, that he was forced to retrace his steps.
Faddiley is near Nantwich. Although Ceawlin had ravaged,
burnt, and murdered in his course up the Severn valley,
he did not settle, and any Saxons left behind would
assuredly have met with scant mercy at the hands of the
outraged inhabitants of a once smiling basin, turned by
the barbarians into a scene of devastation. ,

One of the most beautiful of ancient Welsh poems is the
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lament of Llywarch Hén over the death of Cyndylan, son
of Cyndruyn, the prince who fell at Uriconium, the
White City.

‘‘ Cyndylan's Hall is not pleasant to-night

On the top of Carreg Hytwyth (Shrewsbury Castle),
Without lord, without company, without feast !

Cyndylan's Hall is gloomy to-night
‘Without fire, without songs,—
Tears are the trouble of my cheeks |

Cyndylan's Hall pierces me through to see it,
Without roof, without fire—
Dead is my chief, —myself alive 1 *

We cannot sufficiently realise that the Anglo-Saxon in-
vasion was everywhere the crushing out of a civilisation
vastly ahead of their own, to replace it by utter barbarism.
After the retreat of Ceawlin in 584 he remained inert till
591, when his nephew, Ceol, assisted by the Britons, met
and defeated him in a great battle at Wanborough, near
Swindon, and Ceawlin was obliged to fly, and two years
later died in exile.

After such a defeat Wessex remained in a state of weak-
‘ness and prostration, from which it did not recover till, in
643, Cenwalch became king. He resumed the conflict
against the West Welsh, and in 658 drove them across the
Parret.

In 688 the redoubted Ina was king, and in 710 he
attacked the kingdom of Dyfnaint, and planted Taunton
as a border fortress against the Britons of the West.

After the battle of Deorham in 577, and the fall of
Bath, Gloucester, and Cirencester, the enemy had occupied
the Somerset low lands as far as the Mendip Hills and the
marshes of the Axe below Weston-super-Mare; but a long
spit of land, some fifty miles in length, had remained in
the hands of the Britons. It extended to Cricklade, and




The Celtic Church and its Saints. 21

was protected on the west by a branch of the Wansdyke,
that stretched from Malmesbury to the Mendips. Their
tongue of country was not very wide; it reached to the
Selwood Forest, to Devizes, and Calne. The population
here was entirely British, but this was now brought into
subjection. The difference in the manner of conquest at
this period is seen in the way in which Ina treated Glaston-
bury. This had been founded in 6or by a British king;
and when Ina occupied it he re-endowed the shrine, and
allowed it to continue as a sacred centre to English and
Britons alike.

We must now congider shortly the new factor of Chris-
tianity that had appeared to mitigate the savagery of the
Anglo-Saxon, and to give to his conquests a character less
one of extermination than that it had previously worn.
The whole of Northumbria, and indeed Mercia as well,
received the Gospel from the Celtic Church, through
missions from Iona, itself a station of the Irish Church,
which had Christianised both Scots and Picts. In 635
S. Aidan fixed his bishop’s stool or see in the island-penin-
sula of Lindisfarne, on the Northumbrian coast, and with
the assistance of Oswald, the king, converted Bernicia and
Deira. When Aidan died in 651 his mantle fell on S.
Cuthbert. The only portion of England that acknow-
ledged the Roman obedience were Kent, East Anglia,
and Wessex; but in 664, by the Synod of Whitby, the
Northumbrian and Mid-Saxon Churches were brought into
conformity with Roman usages ; and Archbishop Theodore
by his progress through the land between 669 and 674
brought the entire Anglo-Saxon Church to acknowledge
the supremacy of Canterbury.

It was not possible for the Northumbrians, owing their
Christianity to the Celtic clergy, to behave ruthlessly to
the Britons professing the faith they had received, and
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although in battle there was much slaughter, there were no
further massacres of the population, supposing these had
been, in the way assumed.

About 620 Edwin of Northumbria crushed the British
kingdom of Elmet, of which perhaps Leeds was the chief
city, and advanced to the sea at Chester, whence he sailed
to subdue Anglesey and Man. But against Edwin, Penda,
king of the Mercians, rose to wrest from him the over-
lordship of Wessex and East Anglia. Assisted by Cad-
wallon, king of the Britons, Edwin was defeated and slain
in the battle of Hatfield, 633.

It was not till the second half of the eighth century that
Devon was conquered, but not completely subjugated, for in
813 Egbert was engaged in hard fighting, and, as the Anglo-
Saxon chronicle says, “he laid waste West Wales from
eastward to westward.” In 823 a decisive battle was fought
at Gavulford (now probably Galford), a place on the Roman
road from Exeter into Cornwall, where the hills close in to
nip the road between them ; the place along the whole line
which is the most suitable for defence. Extensive earthworks
mark the site, in the parish of Bridestowe. In 835 some
Danish vessels entered the Tamar, and the Britons, uniting
with them, attempted to recover the lands overrun by the
West Saxons. Egbert collected an army, and a battle was
fought at Hengesdon, on the Cornish side of the Tamar, in
which the allies were routed. The last relics of the in-
dependence of the Domnonian kingdom disappeared after
Athelstan’s visits to West Wales in 926 and 928. On
the former expedition he reduced the king, Howel, to
submission, and on the next he expelled the British from
Exeter.

In the meantime the northern Welsh had been pressed
back into their mountains, the kin