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Young St. Louis IX, King of France, and his mother, Queen Blanche of
Castile. The devout Queen often told her son that although she loved him
tenderly, she would prefer that he fall dead at her feet than that he ever
commit a mortal sin. St. Louis never forgot his mother’s words, and scarcely
a day passed without his calling them to mind in order to strengthen him-
self against temptation.
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STORIES FROM

THE CATECHIST

(As the author has stated in his Preface to the original edi-
tion of The Catechist, it is not presumed that these examples
are to be read to those who are being instructed—though in
most cases they may be—but preferably they are to be retold
to the students by the instructor. For this reason the author
has greatly abbreviated them, with the understanding that the
instructor, as the occasion may require, will adapt the stories
to the level of the students.)

INTRODUCTION
Faith

1. THe NoOBLEMAN AND THE CaTecuisM.—A distinguished
nobleman had gone to a religious house to make a retreat, and felt
no little surprise at being presented with a Catechism to read.
“ What |” he said, ‘“a Catechism ! are you setting me down again
to my A B C?” But on the Superior proposing him some simple
questions on religion, the nobleman was quite unable to give satis-
factory answers. ‘‘ Know then,” said the Superior, * that among
persons in the world, there are very few really instructed in their
religion. This little book, which you seem to undervalue, is an
abridgment of theology: even those who have learned it when
young, should read it, in advanced years, that they may not forget
what it contains.” He ever afterwards carried a Catechism with
him.—Noél.

2, THE CAPTAIN’S [GNORANCE.—A priest, having just finished
mass at a famous shrine of Qur Lady, was accosted by a ship captain
who had arrived too late for the mass, and asked by him to say
another, as he was most anxious to hear one. ‘ But,” replied the
priest, ““ I cannot say two masses on the same day.” Thinking the
Father refused because he was tired or exhausted, the captain said :
“ Pray, do me the honour to come and breakfast with me : then
you will be better able to say mass: I'm in no hurry so long as I
get it !’ The priest had some difficulty in making the ignorant
captain understand that a priest cannot say masses as he likes, and
must always be fasting to do so.—Catholic Anecdotes.
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3. CARDINAL CHEVERUS.—Mgr. Cheverus preached every Sunday
at the parochial mass in his Cathedral, his instructions being nothing
else than an explanation of the Catechism. They were so interest-
ing, that persons of every rank and class thronged to hear him.
Seeing he had gained the attention of his audience, he at length
revealed his innocent secret. ‘“If,”” he said, ‘I had declared at
first that I would every Sunday explain the Catechism to you, you
would have deemed it beneath you to assist at it. Yet for months
this is all I have done, and you have been deeply interested in it.
Know then that the Catechism is the book of the old as well as of the
young, of the learned as well as of the ignorant: every one there
finds something to learn: to undervalue the Catechism proceeds
only from prejudice.”—Hamon.

4. Worps or TRorLoNG.—Troplong died in 1869, and during his
last sickness he said to the priest who attended him: ‘ After
reading and studying a great deal, and living a long life, when
death approaches, I recognize that the only thing of worth is the
Catechism.”

5. NAPOLEON As CATECHIST.—For more than two years, Napoleon
the Great, at S. Helena, taught the Catechism every day to the
daughter of Gen. Bertrand, his faithful companion in captivity;
and when she was old enough to make her first Communion, he
procured a priest from France to continue the instructions and
prepare her for that great act.—Catholic Anecdotes.

8. WorDs oF DIDEROT.—One of the greatest enemies of religion
last century was Diderot ; yet he taught his daughter the Catechism.
When one of his impious friends saw this, and laughed at him for
doing it, he said : ‘“I make Marie learn the Catechism and the
Gospel. Is there anything better I could teach her, to make her
a good girl, a devoted wife, a kind and affectionate mother ?"'—
Filassier.

7. A Saving oF NarorLeoN.—Entrusting his son to the care of
Mme. de Montesquieu, Napoleon said to her : * Madame, to you I
confide my son, on whom rests the destiny of France, and perhaps
of the whole of Europe : make him a good Christian.”” Someone
laughed at this, but Napoleon, in anger, apostrophized him, saying :
““ Yes, sir, I know what I am saying : my son must be a good Chris-
tian, or he will not be a good ruler.” —Michaud.
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8. S. DOMNINA AND HER FATHER IN HEAVEN.—While yet a
mere child, S. Domnina was often seen weeping tears of joy. When
asked why she wept so much, and especially at pages in her book
that had the name of God on them, she said : “ How can it be
otherwise ? I never read His name in a book without my heart
filling with love for Him : He made me, and I am His child : this
thought makes me feel so happy that tears of joy fall from my
eyes.”

9. THE EMPEROR'S STAG.—A Roman Emperor once had a
favourite stag which became much attached to him. It used to
roam at large, returning to the palace for its food. Fearing lest it
should go astray and be lost, the Emperor placed round its neck a
collar bearing the inscription : ‘“ Touch me not : I belong to Cesar.”
No one, he thought, would dare to steal or injure it, being thus
marked as his own.—Almighty God has acted in like manner : He
has stamped His image on our souls : we come from God and belong
to Him. Hence when the devil comes to attack us, let us repel
him and say : * Touch me not : I belong to God.”—Gibson.

10. Tue DvING MonarcH.—There was once a King who lived
as though he were never to leave this world, and thought little of
God or of the end for which he was made. But death came at last,
and he cried out: “ Must I then leave my kingdom and go to a
country where I know no one ?” This was because he never thought
of God or his last end : and he died in despair.—Chisholm.

11, TuE Boy IN THE SNow.—One very cold Sunday in winter,
three children were going along the road to Catechism. They were
trembling with the cold, for they were but thinly clad and their
shoes greatly worn. One of the three, a mere child of eight or nine,
was weeping : when his sister, a little older, urged him to return
home and get warm, saying God would not be displeased on such a
day, he said : ‘“ No, let me go with you : my feet are very cold, but
I want to go to Catechism and learn something more of God.” Sa
he went along with them.—Chisholm.

12. THE MissioNER’S LETTER.—Fr. Gaume wrote from the
wilds of America : ““ There are two little boys in my mission who
give me great consolation : the hut they live in is miles away,
and yet they have come every day for six months to hear me
explain the Catechism.”—Chisholm.
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13. THE Lorp MAYOR AT CATECHISM.—In former times, there
lived a gentleman who practised his religion, and belonged to
one of the first families in London : he had more than once been
chosen to fill the position of Lord Mayor. Every Sunday he took
his children to Catechism, and listened with rapt attention to the
instructions. He used to say : ‘ There is no instruction pleases me
so much as the Catechism : I always hear something I did not
know before, or I am reminded of something I had forgotten:
what surprises me is that so few come to hear God’s holy Word."’—
Chisholm.

14. TuE HERMIT AND HIS BASkETs.—‘ What is the use of my
going to hear sermons ?’’ said a hermit to his Superior: “I can
never recall what has been said !”” The Superior, to show him he
always gained some benefit from what he heard, told him to take
one of his two baskets and bring him water in it from the river!
The hermit was surprised, but obeyed ; thrice this was done ; the
Superior then asked him what difference he found now between
that basket and the one he had left untouched. ‘‘None,” he said,
‘“ unless perhaps the one that has been in the water looks cleaner
than the other.” ‘‘ Just so,” replied the Superior : “ as the basket
could not retain the water, yet became cleaner each time it was put
into the river, so your soul, though perhaps unable to retain all the
instruction, yet derives much benefit from every sermon : continue
therefore to frequent them.”’—Lzives of the Fathers.

15. WorD oF THE CUrRE oF ARrs.—‘‘I think that one who does
not properly hear the Word of God will not save his soul : he will
not know what to do for that. An ignorant person is like a dying
man, lying unconscious : he knows neither the malice of sin, nor
the beauty of grace, nor the value of his soul : he goes from sin to
sin, like a rag dragged in the mire.”

16. TRUE OBEDIENCE.—A young boy, whose family all neglected
the laws of the Church, came at length to prepare for his first Com-
munion : during the instructions he was reminded of the sinfulness
of eating meat on Fridays, as had been his custom, which he re-
solved now to mend. His resolution was put to the test a day
or two later, for nothing was served up for Friday’s dinner but meat.
The boy this time refused to take it, explaining the reason of his
refusal. The father in anger took him from the table, and putting
him in a solitary room, ordered him to receive no food till the
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morrow. The mother, though as negligent in her duty as her
husband, could not help feeling for her child, and later in the day
took him something to eat. To her surprise, he would not take it,
saying that as now he could obey his father without sin, he would
rather not eat what she had been good enough to bring. The
father, hearing this, was led to think over his past life, and his
conversion was the result, along with the conversion of his wife.—
Anec. Chrét.

17. TuE Poor INDIAN.—Two missionaries in India were passing
through a wood, and felt a secret impulse to penetrate it in the
hope of finding something to do for God’s glory. They had not
gone far when they came across a hut in which they found an
Indian dying. On being asked if he had heard of God, the latter
replied affirmatively, and said he had every day prayed that God
would make Himself known to him and teach him to love Him.
The priests explained how that God had now sent them to him:
after some instruction and examination of conscience, they baptized
him with water found in the hollow of a large leaf in the forest.
The poor Indian wept tears of joy and gratitude, and soon after
died in the arms of the missionaries.—Chisholm.

18, “ Gop says I musT NoT !”—A mother was reading to her
children a story about a boy guilty of stealing, and after finishing
asked them why they should never steal. The eldest replied :
¢ Because we must not do to others what we should not wish them
to do to us.”’—The second said : ‘‘ Because you would punish us for
it.”—But Mary, the third, replied : * Because God says I must not.”
“ Right, my child,” exclaimed the mother : “‘ that is the true and
best reason: let that always be your answer and always your
motive.”’—Iil. Cath. American.

19. “SHALL WE GO To VESPERS ?'’—Such was the question some-
one asked in a gathering of young people, as the bell was tolling for
service. Some went to Church, while others ridiculed the idea,
and went instead to the river ; one of them plunged in for a bathe,
and in a few minutes was drowned ; this nearly happened to two
others who tried to save their companion. The bells tolled again,
this time to ring the funeral service of the deceased, and invite the
Faithful to pray for him !|—Daily Rewards.

20. SATAN’S ANsWER.—Cesarius tells of a holy priest to whom,
as to S. Martin, the devil appeared as he lay dying. The priest
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commanded him to say what it was that chiefly kept souls from
falling into his hands. After some delay, the devil replied : * There
is nothing in the Church keeps so many souls out of our power as
frequent confession.”

21. Tee Littie Bovy Paur.—This child, after an instruction
on sin, resolved never to go to sleep in the state of mortal sin. One
day Paul did something which he considered a grievous sin ; in the
evening he went to Church and confessed his sin. The next
morning he was found dead in his bed.—De Ségur.

22, THE ARTIST'S CONFIDENCE.—A distinguished artist, who
had led a bad life, returned to God, and resolved to atone for the
past by going to Communion every Sunday. This resolution he
kept, and said in all confidence : ““I go often to Communion with
the best dispositions in my power, and when death comes I hope
to be not unprepared.”’—De Ségur.

23. S. CuarLes’ GaME oF CHEss.—When others were saying
what they would at once begin to do, if they knew they were to die
within an hour, S. Charles said he would go on with the game of
chess he was playing : for he had begun it for God, and he desired
nothing better than to be called away in the midst of an action done
for the glory of God.—Faber.

24. JosapHAT AND THE LEPER.—Prince Josaphat had lost his
way in a wood while hunting. Suddenly he heard a voice singing
sweetly, and going on, was surprised to find it was the voice of a
poor leper almost dying. The latter, seeing the astonishment of
his visitor, said : ““ For forty years has my soul been confined in
this body, which is its prison; the walls of this prison are now
falling away, as you see : and my soul will soon be able to *ake its
flight hence, to enjoy God and His Kingdom for ever : and I sing
with delight at the very thought.—Mv7s. Herbert.

25. DANIEL 1N CaPTIVITY.—The Prophet, in captivity at Babylon,
used every day to open the window of his house which looked
towards the city of Jerusalem. It was far away indeed, but it was
the chief city of his native country, and the home he loved : but
the very thought of that city was a comfort to him in his exile.
Dan. vi. 10.—The heavenly Jerusalem above is our home : we are
made for it, and the earth is our land of exile ; but the very thought
of Heaven and its happiness should rejoice us here on earth.
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26. THE STATUE oF THEODOSIUS.—When the Emperor Theodosius
found himself obliged to impose a new tax on his subjects, the
populace of Antioch mutinied, and discharged their rage on the
Emperor’s statue, which they dragged with ropes through the
streets, and then broke to pieces. When their fury was over, and
they began to reflect on their extravagances, they were filled with
fear. The indignation of the Emperor was very great, and he was
preparing to take signal revenge for the insults heaped on his statue,
when Flavian, Bishop of Antioch, interceded on behalf of the guilty,
and obtained their pardon.—Butler, Jan. 27.

27. Scirio’s MEDAL.—A certain nobleman had a son, named
Scipio, who, according to the custom of the time, wore round his
neck a medal on which were stamped the portraits of his ancestors,
the sight of which might prevent him from doing anything that
would dishonour their name. He did not, however, imitate their
virtues, but by his bad conduct disgraced them, so that the magis-
trates of the city ordered the medal to be taken from him, and com-
manded him to be punished.—Chisholm.

28, S. LEoNIDAS AND HIS SoN.—S. Leonidas had a feeling of
great reverence for his little son, Origen, and oftentimes at night,
while the child was sleeping in his bed, he would uncover his breast
and kiss it. Surprised once by someone and asked why he did so,
he answered : ¢ This child is the living temple of the Holy Ghost |
His body is dignified by the presence of God’s grace in the soul! I
love to honour the place where God dwells !”’

29. Tue EMpTY BOTTLE.— My soul! and what is a soul? I
have never seen one ; as for me, I only believe in what I have seen !”
Such were the words of an impious schoolmaster, arguing with a
friend on religion. The latter at once taking a glass bottle, handed
it to the schoolmaster and asked him what it contained. ‘‘ Nothing,”
he replied. His friend taking the bottle, plunged it into a pitcher
of water, when immediately there came forth from it large bubbles
of air, which burst as they reached the surface of the water. Thus,”’
he said, ¢ there exist in the world many things we cannot see ;
so may the soul exist without our seeing it.” The schoolmaster,
confused and ashamed, took up his hat and walked away.—Noél.

30. A MissIONER’S EXPERIENCE.—A priest, in Asia, writes the
following, which came under his own notice : An old man of seventy
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had got into his head that when he died his soul would pass into
the body of a horse destined to carry the despatches of the Emperor
of China. At times he fancied himself a horse already, and would
go down on all fours, jump and prance about, to the great amusement
of his neighbours. And so he continued, till he heard of the Chris-
tian Religion, which appeared to him so rational that he sought
and obtained Baptism, and after some time died in sentiments of
great piety.—Noel.

381. THE LANDGRAVE OF THURINGIA.—Louis of Thuringia was
a man entirely given up to pleasure and sin, and, to stifle his con-
science, always used this false argument : ‘“ Either I shall be saved
or not. If I am predestined, whatever I may do, I shall be saved ;
but if I am to be condemned, no matter what good I may do, I
shall be lost: hence I need not trouble about the future.” This
was his invariable argument with all who tried to lead him back
to God, and assuredly he would have died in this state, but for the
interposition of Divine Providence. The Prince fell dangerously
ill and sent for his physician—a man of virtue and capacity. After
making an examination, he said : ‘‘ Prince, it is useless to try any
remedy, for either you are to die of this disease or you are not. If
you are to die, it is useless applying the remedies of art; if you

are not to die, why again apply them ?”’ ‘‘ But,” said the patient,
“1 am dangerously ill, therefore it is prudent to neglect nothing
that may benefit me.”” ‘“ Ah,” said the doctor, ‘“if my reasoning

appear to you defective, when it is a question of saving the body,
why use it in regard to your soul? The uncertainty of eternity
should induce you to take all precautions to secure your salvation.”
These words had the desired effect : the Prince was converted, and
resolved to amend.—Guzllots.

32, THE MAN AND HIS HORSE.—A preacher seeing one day a
man grooming his horse, accosted him, and asked him how much
time he spent over his horse. ‘“ About two hours a day,”’ he replied.
“ And how much, may I ask, do you give each day to your soul,
to purify it and make it better 2’ ‘“ Not much, I fear; I say my
prayers in the morning, and on Sundays generally go to Mass.”
“Then, my poor man,” remarked the preacher, ‘‘if I belonged to
you, I would rather be your horse than your soul.”—Noeél.

33. ‘“ SAVE vYoUR SouL |”’—Otto, Emperor of Germany, on his
way to Rome, had to pass near the dwelling-place of a hermit,
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named Nilus, known throughout the country for his holiness of
life. The Emperor called on him as he was passing, and before
leaving said : ‘“ Ask me what you wish, and I will give it you with
joy.” “ AllI ask, Emperor,” said the Saint, * is that you save your
soul ; take care of your soul ; for though you are Emperor, like
other men you must die, and like them be judged, therefore save
your soul.” Otto withdrew, but never forgot this advice. In the
end he died a holy death, because he had taken most care of his
soul.—Life of S. Ntlus.

34. S. IcNATIUS AND S, FraNcIs.——S. Ignatius became acquainted
with S. Francis Xavier in Paris. Ignatius, seeing in him many good
qualities, resolved on gaining him to God. He contented himself
with repeating occasionally the words of our Lord : “ What doth it
profit a man if he gain the whole world, and suffer the loss of his
own soul ?”” Francis at first merely listened with contempt, but
began gradually to attend to the words he so often heard. Apply-
ing them to his own case, he began to ask what, indeed, it would
profit him to obtain his ambitious desires if in the end he lost his
soul | The reflection made such an impression that, under the
impulse of grace, he became a great Saint, and illustrious Apostle
of the Indies.—Butler.

35. S. JouN aND THE ROBBER.—S. John, the Apostle, fell in
with a young man of good dispositions, and thinking him likely
to make good progress in virtue, entrusted him to the care of the
Bishop with whom he was then staying. The latter carried out
the injunctions of the Apostle, but after a few years the young
man fell from his first fervour, and even at length placed himself at
the head of a gang of robbers who infested the neighbourhood.
The Apostle on his return made enquiries about the young man, and
on learning his sinful life, rent his garments in sign of sorrow, then:
“ Quick,” he cried, ‘‘ find me a horse and a guide,”” and immediately
he set off to the fastnesses of the mountains in pursuit of his straying
sheep, nor did he cease his zeal, till by prayers and entreaties he had
at length the happiness to bring him back to God, and establish him
firmly in the path of virtue.—Scaramelli.

36. THE SAINT AFRAID To DIE.—A holy anchorite had the good
habit of offering every day to God all his actions in Faith, Hope,
and Charity ; this practice obtained him a special reward. When
death drew near, he was filled with fear at the thought of the
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Judgment, and was almost cast into despair at the thought of his
past sins, when suddenly his Angel guardian appeared to him and
said : “ Do not fear : you are now going to see that God in whom you
have so firmly believed : to possess that God in whom you have
trusted : and to be united to that God whom you have always
loved.” These words consoled the dying anchorite, and he passed
away in peace.—Lives of the Fathers.

37. S. Louts AND THE MiracuLous Host.—In the palace of
S. Louis, King of France, mass was being said, when at the words of
consecration, Our Lord appeared visibly present on the altar, under
the form of a beautiful child whom all were enraptured to contem-
plate. Immediately word was sent to the King to come and witness
the miracle God was working, to prove the real presence in the
Blessed Sacrament. But Louis stirred not. ‘“I firmly believe
already,” he said, ‘‘that Christ is truly present in the Holy
Eucharist : He has said it, and that is sufficient : I do not wish to
lose the merit of my faith, by going to see this miracle.”” And he
did not go.—From His Life,

38. S. JANE AND THE HERETIC.—A Calvinist went to stay with
the parents of S. Jane of Chantal, and one day she heard him say
he did not believe in the Real Presence. The child looked up and
said : “ So you don’t believe that Jesus is present in the Blessed
Sacrament !’ ““ No, child, I do not,” he replied. ‘“ Yet, Christ has
declared that He s, and the Church teaches He #s,” continued Jane.
“ So you mean to say that Our Lord is a liar | Well, if you said that
of the King in my father’s house, he perhaps would kill you. And
will God not punish you for calling His Son a liar, and not believing
what He tells you ?”” The Calvinist was confounded, and to pacify
the child gave her some presents. But she threw them into the
fire, and said: ‘‘ So will they burn in hell who refuse to believe
Jesus Christ and His Church.”—Her Life.

39. EXAMPLE THE BEsT SERMON.—FT. Fernandez was preaching
in the Indies, and had much to endure and suffer at the hands of
the natives. He was one day preaching in a square of a big town,
when a man from the crowd went up and spat in his face. The
holy priest, quite unmoved, simply took out his handkerchief, wiped
his face, and continued his sermon as before. At first the people
laughed, then they admired. Amongst them was a learned doctor,
who began to say to himself : ‘* A law which teaches its followers
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such virtue, and gives them courage to practise it, must come from
God.” In time he became a fervent Christian, and his example
was followed by others.—Lives of the Companions of S. Francis.

40. TuE PrinceEss’ Dream.—There was once a princess who,
taught in her childhood the truths of Faith, like many others, in
after years, began to neglect her religion, and gradually to lose her
faith. One night she had a dream: even dreams, under God’s
Providence, may inspire good thoughts. She seemed to be walking
alone in a forest, when suddenly she came upon a blind man seated at
the door of his cottage.  Have you always been blind ?” she asked.
“Yes,” he replied, ‘“ from my birth.” ‘‘ Then you have never seen
the beautiful sun and its light.”” ““ No,”” he answered, ‘‘ and I have
not the faintest idea what it is like, but I firmly believe that it must
be very beautiful.” Then, becoming very serious, he added : “ You
say you will not believe, unless you see and understand : learn from
my example, that many things are beautiful and beyond compre-
hension, which are just as true as those things you do see and under-
stand.” The princess awoke and learnt the profitable lesson which
her dream had taught.—Migne.

41, TuE FirReEMAN’S DAUGHTER.—A number of children were
one day in school together, when an alarm of fire was raised. Im-
mediately the children ran here and there in the greatest terror,
seeking to escape the danger. It was remarked in the midst of all
the excitement, one little girl never attempted to escape, and
though very pale with fear, never left the form where she was seated.
When the alarm was found to be false and order was restored, the
mistress asked this child how it was she had remained so quiet.
“ Please, ma’am,” she answered, ‘‘my father is a fireman, and has
often told me, if ever there was an alarm of fire, always to sit quite
still.”—Newspaper.
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THE APOSTLES’ CREED

42. S. AMBROSE AND THE CREED.—S. Ambrose had a sister, who
like himself was leading a holy life. Once she asked him how to
overcome temptations against faith, and he wrote : “ Every morning
and night say with fervour the Apostles’ Creed, and when such
temptations come, say it again, and you will easily overcome them.”
She did this and found the value and truth of the advice.—Répert.
au Catéchiste.

43. ASCLEPIADES AND THE CHILD-MARTYR.—A young boy was
denounced to a wicked governor, named Asclepiades. This man
tries to make the child renounce his faith, but the latter replies :
“I am a Christian, as you shall see: ‘I believe in God,’” etc.
Asclepiades in a rage sends for the child’s mother, and has him
scourged before her ; during his torture, he again repeats the Creed,
and turning to his mother, says : *“ I am thirsty.” ‘‘ Have courage,
my child,” she replied, ‘ have patience and you shall reach the
Fountain of Life.” The bystanders were greatly moved, the tyrant
alone was hardened. Ashamed of seeing himself thus conquered
by a child, he at once had him beheaded.— Prudentius.

44. S. PETER, THE MARTYR OF THE CREED.—S. Peter o
Verona had always shown great zeal in learning, professing and
preaching the Creed. The Manicheans whom he had tried to
convert swere to compass his ruin. Lying in wait for him along a
road, the assassin fell upon him and struck him oa the head with
his axe. S. Peter, who was not killed at once, began his favourite
prayer, the Apostles’ Creed, and dipping his finger in the blood
flowing from his wound, found strength to write on the ground the
word Credo, I believe. The assassin then stabbed him, and he gave
up his soul to God, A.D. 1252.—Godescard.

45. THE BENIGHTED TRAVELLER.—A traveller arrived at night-
fall at the entrance of a vast forest, where he met a shepherd, of
whom he asked the way, and learnt it was not easy to find, there
being so many paths crossing each other in every direction, and all,
with one exception, leading to an abyss. ‘To what abyss ?”
anxiously asked the traveller. ‘ To the abyss surrounding this
forest,” answered the shepherd, ‘ which moreover is filled with
tobbers and wild beasts, and infested by an enormous serpent, so
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that scarcely a day passes but many travellers fall victims to them.
Hence, out of compassion, I have placed myself here at the entrance
of the forest to assist travellers who have to pass through it; my
sons are also stationed at intervals to assist in the same good work,
and our services are at your disposal.” The traveller gladly accepted,
and they set out on their journey. Feeling his strength fail, the
traveller began to lean on the arm of the shepherd. Shortly, they
saw the glimmer of a light at a distance, and reaching at length a
small cabin, the door 6pened at the well-known voice of the shepherd.
Here a fresh supply of oil was obtained for the night, a seat and
some food were offered to the traveller, who, thus refreshed, set out
again, accompanied by the shepherd’s son. At the dawn of day, he
reached the boundary of the forest, and then perceived the greatness
of the service that had been rendered to him. A frightful preci-
pice lay before him, at the bottom of which he could hear the roar
of an angry torrent, of which he was informed no one could tell the
depth. ‘I cannot but feel grieved,” said the guide, “ when I thiuk
of the thousands daily swallowed up in it! In vain do my father
and my brothers offer help to travellers: though some accept our
offer, most despise us and leave us. Thus they are soon lost, or
murdered by the robbers, devoured by the serpent, or cast into the
abyss : for there is but one little bridge known to us alone whereby
to cross it. Pass over with confidence : on tbe other side is your
true country.” The traveller deeply thanked his guide, and cross-
ing the bridge, soon found himself in his own country, and in the
bosom of his own family. The good shepherd is Our Lord ; his
sons the pastors. of the Church, succeeding one another, to guide
pilgrims safely through life. The only safe path is the Catholic
Church, which alone leads to Heaven. The others lead to the abyss.
The pilgrim is yourself : the lamp, the light of faith : the oil, God’s
grace ; the food and refreshments, the Sacraments. The great ser-
pent is the devil ; the robbers and wild beasts, wicked company
and our passions ; the forest is the world ; the bridge, death ; the
abyss, Hell ; and the pilgrim’s true country, Heaven.—Gaume.

THE FIRST ARTICLE OF THE CREED
“I believe in God, the Father Almighty, Creator of Heaven and Earth.”

48. THE ARAB’s REPLY.-—An Arab in the desert was once asked
how he knew there was a God. ‘‘In the same way,” he said, “as 1
know by the footprints on the sand that a man or animal has passed
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this way.” Who, indeed, seeing the traces of wisdom and power in
the world, could fail to exclaim :  So many wonders must be the
work of a God |"”’—Catéchisme en Exemples.

47. THE CHILD's ARGUMENT.—A widower had an only daughter,
whose education he himself undertook. Teaching her history,
geography, etc., he resolved to try a most dangerous experiment,
viz.: he avoided absolutely ever pronouncing the name of God
before his child, to see whether the knowledge of God’s existence
would develop naturally, and this he continued for a long time.
He at length began to notice that every morning she left her room
and went into the garden to pray to the sun. He soon saw what it
meant, and taking his daughter apart one day, he questioned her
about it. The child replied innocently that she recognized nature
must have an author, and had concluded the sun must be that
author, because of his gentle heat and salutary influence on the
world. The father hastened to withdraw his child from her error,
making known to her the real author of all things—God, and was
glad to find that the idea of God is given us almost at our birth.—
Gérard.

48, THE ASTRONOMER’S GLOBE.—A famous German astronomer,
wishing to convince a friend who doubted the existence of God,
had a magnificent new globe placed in the room where he soon
expected his friend. The latter arrived, and, admiring the globe,
asked whose it was and whence it came. ‘“Oh!” replied the
astronomer, ‘it belongs to no one, and it came there quite by
chance.” ‘“ You are jesting,”’ said the visitor ; but the other insisted
he was serious. When he found his friend was somewhat annoyed,
he took occasion to address him thus: ‘“ You will not believe that
this globe exists of itself, and came there by chance, and you really
think the Heavens and the stars are the results of pure caprice !”
This simple argument convinced him of his folly.—Scamid.

49, TuE HEN AND THE EGG.--A little girl, who had learnt her
Catechism well, met in a fashionable drawing-room in Paris a man
who was saying he did not believe in God, and was trying to lead
her to do likewise. ‘‘If there be no God,” she said, “ please tell
me whence comes an egg ?’”’ These words were said so loud that
the company all heard, and gathered round the two. ‘ From a
hen,” said our young man. ‘‘And whence comes the hen ?”’—
“ You know as well as I do, the hen comes from the egg.” ‘‘ Then
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which existed first, the hen or the egg ?”’—‘* Well, I hardly know,

but I think the hen.” ‘ So you must have a hen which did not
come from an egg!”—‘ Oh, well, perhaps the egg existed first.”
‘‘ So now we have an egg which did not come from a hen! Isitnot
so ?”"—“ Well .. .but...you see...” ‘“ What I see is that you

don’t know ; try again, and tell me whence came the first hen, or
the first egg ?”’—** Oh, you and your hens ! You’ll take me next for
a farmer’s wife I’ ‘‘ Not at all, but I should like to teach you that
He who created the first hen, or the first egg, as you choose, is He
who created Heaven and earth, and all things. What! You can’t
without God explain the existence of a hen or an egg, and you
pretend without Him to explain the existence of the universe!”
The young man was glad to sneak out of the room, and get away
as best he could.—Catéchisme en Exemples.

50. Gop 1N THE FIELDS.—A boy who had been most diligent
in attending religious instructions was working in the fields with
a man very ignorant of his religion, who said to the boy : * How
do you know there is a God ?”’—‘ You must, indeed, be blind,”
replied he, ‘‘if you require special proof of His existence, for
everything around us speaks of Him. See the corn drying up and
the fruit dropping off the trees for want of rain this season. In
the designs of Gud, rain is necessary to maturity and perfection.
The farmers, with all their grumbling, cannot create a drop of
rain. God alone can make the rain to fall, for He is the Creator of
all things.”’—Chisholm.

51. NaroLEON AND HIS VIcToRrIES.—Omne of Napoleon’s officers
once asked him in a jesting way how he could believe there was a
God, never having seen Him. ‘‘ Listen,” said Napoleon, ‘I will
tell you. You say I have a talent for war: when any important
movement was to be made in battle, you were the first to ask ‘ where
is the Emperor ?’ and why ? because you trusted my talent, yet
you had never seen it. Did you then doubt its existence ? No,
because you saw its effects. But which of my victories can be
compared to any of the wonders of creation ? And what military
movement can bear any comparison to the movements of the
heavenly bodies ? My victories make you believe in me; the
universe makes me believe in God.”’—G¢ibson.

52. THE GoDp OF SocRATEs.—Among the ancient Greeks there
lived Socrates, who was convinced, by studying the wonders of



16 STORIES FROM THE CATECHIST

nature and the admirable order of the universe, that there existed an
Almighty Being, endowed with boundless intelligence, Creator and
Preserver of all things. This he endeavoured to teach also to his
followers. His enemies, incited no doubt by the devil, accused him
of slighting the gods of the country, and at length he was con-
demned to death : he was poisoned with a cup of hemlock, 403 B.cC.
—Schmid.

53. MISSIONARIES IN GREENLAND.—In 1721 the Danes sent
missionaries to preach to the pagan inhabitants of Greenland, many
of whom were converted and baptized. One of them, however,
said to the missionaries : ‘ Before you came, I often said to myself :
‘A boat does not make itself : it requires a skilful workman. A
bird requires more skill than a boat, no one can make a bird. As
for man, he is above all : who made him ? And how do the sun and
the stars exist, and the earth, and the sea ? Whoever made them
must be endowed with great intelligence, and power, and goodness.’
It was thus we reasoned as to the existence of God, even before
you came to teach us.”’—History of Greenland.

54. BESSUS MURDERING HIS FATHER.—Bessus had slain his
father, and though the murder remained unknown, the most
frightful thoughts held sway in the murderer’s mind, giving him
no rest, night or day. While he was taking a quiet walk with some
friends, suddenly some crows began croaking in the air, and Bessus,
forgetting he was not alone, cried out in terror : “ Why do you tor-
ment me, miserable birds, and keep reproaching me with the death
of my father ?”’ Thus was the crime discovered through the voice
of conscience.—Plutarch.

55, THEODORIC AND SyMMmacHUs.—Theodoric had beheaded
Symmachus, and soon both the image of his victim and the terrors
of eternity gave him no peace or rest. One nfght as a large fish
was served up at supper, he thought he saw in it a phantom ready
to seize him, and fled in horror from the table, saying : ‘ There’s
the head of Symmachus ; see his eyes staring at me, and his teeth
ready to tear me to pieces: off with you, begone!” he added.
After this a burning fever seized the unhappy monarch, and three
days later he died.——Catéchisme en Exemples.

56, THE ANIMAL-ATHEIST |—A dashemg young man once called
on a Jesuit Father, wishing to have a discussion on religious matters :
the Father, however, received him coldly, saying he did not usually
speak on such matters with strangers; whereupon our young fop



THE FIRST ARTICLE 17

declared himself an atheist. At this, the Jesuit took an eye-glass,
and deliberately examined the dandy from head to foot. ‘‘ What
have you got to look at, that you examine me so attentively ?”
asked the young scoffer. ‘‘ Oh,” said the Jesuit, ‘I have never
before seen the animal they call atheist, and I want to see how
he is made!” On hearing this, our strong-minded man beat a
retreat as fast as he could.—Filassier.

57. Toe INN oN FIRE.—An innkeeper who had been very irre-
ligious, came at length to say he did not believe there was a God.
Two worthy men came in for supper, and for several hours he never
ceased to bother them with his senseless talk, they meanwhile
endeavouring to refute their host, and trying to convince him of
the existence of God. They failed, however, and at length returned
to their homes. An hour or two later they were roused with the
cries of “ fire,” proceeding from the street, and on getting up they
found it was the inn that was burning, the flames bursting from the
roof. The owner was no sooner awakened than, seeing what was
taking place, he exclaimed : ““ O God, my God ! save me, help me !I”’
“ Ah,” said the others, ‘ you denied God all last night, and now
you call on Him to help you. Confess then that there is a God
whom we must serve and adore "’ —Schmid.

58. A WitTTy REPLY.—A man had been talking a great deal of
his atheism to a lady, trying to convert her to his way of thinking.
Annoyed at his want of success, he said : ““ I wouldn’t have believed
that in a gathering like this, I should have been the only one not
to believe in God.” ‘‘Oh, you’re not the only ome,” replied the
hostess. ‘“ My horses, and my dog and cat share the honour with
you : only these poor animals have more sense than to boast of it!
To say there is no God means, I am wicked and I fear there may
be some One above to punish me !"”—Catéchisme en Exemples.

59. S. ANTHONY STUDYING THE HEAVENs.—The numbers of
those who visited S. Anthony in the desert were astonished at his
wisdom and sense, and they asked him where he had discovered
such science and wisdom. The Saint, pointing one hand to Heaven,
and the other to earth, said :  There is my book, I have no other :
all should study it: in considering the works of God, they will be
filled with admiration and love of Him who has created all things.”
—His Life.

60. S. MarRY oF Pazzi AND THE FLOWER.—S, Mary Magdalen
of Pazzi, gathering some flowers in the convent gardenm, and in-
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haling their fragrance, suddenly exclaimed : ‘ O goodness of God,
who, from eternity, didst destine these flowers to give pleasure to
a sinner like me.””—Her Life.

61. S. PauL oF THE CRoss AND THE FLoWERs.—S. Paul of the
Cross used to picture to himself all creatures as having a voice to
speak to man and say: ‘“ Love Him who created thee!” Often
when out in the country, admiring the works of God, he would
touch the flowers at his feet with his stick and say : ‘ Hold your
tongues, be quiet.” He often told his religious that the flowers
were a constant reminder of the love and adoration they owed to
their Creator.”’—H4s Life.

62. Kine CanuTE’s REBUkE.—The flatterers of King Canute,
eager to gain the royal favour, styled him not only King of England,
but also Lord of the sea: ‘ the very elements,” they said, * were
subject to him.” Wishing to teach them a lesson, Canute ordered
his chair of state to be placed at the edge of the water, by the sea-
shore, and there he took his seat. The tide was coming up, and
the King, in a tone of majesty, ordered it to retire, that it might
not wet its lord and master. The waves, however, advanced
rapidly and soon flowed over the King’s ankles. Then rising and
turning towards his confused nobles, Canute said to them : ‘“ Confess
how vain and empty is the power of an earthly king, compared
with His, who alone can say to the waves, ¢ thus far shall ye go and
no farther.””” Then, taking the crown off his head, he went and
laid it on the great crucifix, in the Cathedral of Winchester, nor did
he ever wear it again.—History of England.

63. Tue CONQUEROR AND THE INDIAN CHIEF.—A poor Indian
Chief was one day brought before the Viceroy of the Spanish Indies,
accused of plotting against him. The poor man tried to prove his
innocence, but everything seemed to go against him, and he was
condemned to death. Seeing there was no longer any hope, he
fell on his knees, and reverently put his hand on the hilt of the
sword the Viceroy had at his side. ‘‘ Noble conqueror,” he then
exclaimed, ‘“how could I be guilty of such a crime, seeing this
sword always at your side! How could I dare to attempt the
crime I am accused of, knowing that with one blow you could strike
me dead I”” These words of the Chief seemed to prove his fear of
the Viceroy’s power, they seemed to prove his innocence, and
obtained his release.—This is but a feeble image of our nothingness
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and misery before God, who could in a moment take our lives and
cast us into hell for a single grievous sin against Him.—Chishoim.

64. MoTHER AND CHILD.—‘ What ?”’ replied a mother to her
young child, who was saying she had never received anything from
God : ““you have never received anything from God ? 'Who made
the grass to grow and the corn to ripen ? Who made the trees to
blossom and then produce fruit ? 'Who made the flowers to bloom ?
Who is it that makes the rains to fall on the earth, and the sun to
shine and ripen everything ? Is it not God who has done this, and
all for us ?  What a proof of His goodness to you and to everyone !
Oh | we can never thank Him sufficiently for them I"’—Power.

65. “ WHO MADE THE DEvVIL?” ‘““ Who created the angels ?”
was the question one day asked of some children. The answer was
easy : God. But who made the devil ? There was the difficulty !
They thought, reflected, and thought again, when suddenly one
exclaimed : “ God created him an angel, and he made himself a
devil.”"—Catéchisme en Exemples.

66. THE DEMON OF ALEXANDRIA.—A solitary was transported
in spirit into a monastery where there dwelt over three hundred
monks. He saw an immense number of devils following the
religious everywhere—to the garden, refectory, and especially the
Church—seeming to push and pull them about and distract them
in every way, to lead them into sin. The anchorite was then trans-
ported to Alexandria, but found there only one devil seated by the
city gate apparently with nothing to do. In his doubts as to the
meaning of this, an angel gave him to understand that the devils
are numerous and busy in monasteries, because there they find
resistance : whereas, in the city, one was sufficient, people in the

world being naturally prone to evil, and too careless to resist.—
Rodriguez.

67. THE DEvIL AND THE CURE OF ARrs.—For thirty years or
more the holy Curé of Ars was tormented by the evil spirits, not
merely in the way of temptation, like other men, but by physical
ill-treatment, like Job. Often at night-time he was disturbed by
their giving loud knocks at his room door, and by horrible noises
on the staircase. They would enter his room, seize the bed-
curtains, fit to tear them to pieces, and sometimes throw him out
of bed, and once they set it on fire.—Hjis Life.
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68. Tue DEvIL AT DEATH.—Chrysoarius led a life of most sinful
excesses, which at length wearied the Divine Justice; he was
seized with some illness and reduced to the last extremity. Before
dying, however, his eyes were opened, and he perceived around
him a crowd of evil spirits, ready to drag his soul down to hell.
Terrified at the sight, he trembled in every limb, and called his son
to come and protect him. His whole family was soon beside him,
yet he alone saw devils on every side, turn where he would. At
length, weary and exhausted, he exclaimed : “ A truce till to-
morrow,”’ and with these words on his lips, the sinner expired.—
S. Gregory.

69. INTENDED REVENGE.—The following narrative is given by
one who was the subject of it : Having resolved with another to
avenge an insult, we agreed to attack the ememy’s house next
night. All was ready, when suddenly there stood before me a
young man of comely appearance, who said : ‘“ What are you doing,
and what mean these instruments of death ?”’ As 1 said nothing,
he continued severely : * Think you I know not your design ? You
complain of some insult received, and think not of that you offer
daily to God by your sins! For a trifle, you meditate taking the
life of another, while God, full of mercy and compassion, spares
you yours, when He might change it into eternal death! But
there is time yet. God seeks not the death of the sinner : therefore
be converted and live.”” He urged me to make a general confession.
Meantime my companion came to remind me it was now time to
carry out the evil design we had planned together: I went and
told him I had changed my mind, and on returning to my room, I
found the young man had disappeared, and I have never been able
to think it was anyone else than my angel guardian.—Catéchisme en
Exemples.

70. S. FRANCES AND HER ANGEL.—S. Frances was often per-
mitted to see her angel guardian, and to him she had recourse in
all her trials, When Satan came to tempt her, the angel looked
on her with affection and strengthened her against him. Did she
fall into any fault, a sadness overspread his countenance ; but when
she repented, he reappeared full of joy and gladness : thus he was
10 her a source of spiritual force.—Her Life.

71. S. AGNEs NOT AFRAID.—When S. Agnes refused to offer
sacrifice to the idols, the judge threatened to have her taken to a
house of sin. She only smiled aad said : ‘' If you knew the power








